Smoking tobacco is now banned in public places because the health effects are unacceptable, yet we do
nothing to restrict wood burning.
In East Gippsland, where I live, domestic wood burning has the biggest impact in built up towns such as Orbost
and Bairnsdale, and much less impact on big properties where the nearest neighbours live several kilometres
away.
The Victorian State government/DELWP, EPA Victoria, and local councils share responsibilities for protecting
communities from environmental health hazards. At present, none of these are taking effective action to
protect residents from harmful air pollution, especially from wood burning. There is minimal air quality
monitoring available in rural Victoria.

I ask that the Committee consider the following actions:

- DELWP and EPA Victoria must finalise a Victorian Clean Air Strategy as a matter of urgency.
- The development of an environmental health information campaign about the risk to health posed by
woodsmoke and domestic wood burning. This should not focus on ‘how to burn wood safely’, but must
suggest alternatives.
- Victoria must develop a comprehensive air pollution inventory.
- EPA Victoria must urgently improve its air quality monitoring as per previous recommendations, and should
collaborate with citizen scientists.
- Victorian State Government must liaise with rural councils to ensure that low income households in rural
Victoria can access their recently announced energy saving initiatives and any other subsidy programs.
Households with wood heaters should be allowed priority access to these subsidies.
- Small businesses that offer employment related to wood burning (including firewood supplies) must be
supported in their transition to providing clean, sustainable heating sources.
- DELWP must design a phase out program in collaboration with local councils and EPA VIC: through planning
regulations, prevent the installation of new wood burning heaters in built up residential areas of towns in
Victoria, and mandate the removal of wood heaters/fireplaces upon the sale of a house in built up residential
areas.
I hope we can work together to reduce the damage wood burning does to our community's health.
I am very happy to answer any questions you might have, and to provide further details and evidence.

Yours sincerely,

Dr Rob Phair

President, Rural Doctors Association Victoria
Bairnsdale

