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Thank you for the opportunity to provide a submission to the Victorian Air Quality Statement.
I have lived in Victoria for 71 years, was a secondary teacher for 30 years and for the last 19 years have
been a senior research fellow at an educational research organisation in Melbourne. I have three children
and six grandchildren. I am concerned about environmental matters and the preservation of our natural
environment. I want Victoria to have the highest possible air quality standards, the cleanest possible air,
and be known around the world as a clean, green, healthy place to visit and live.
On 19 February 2020 the Legislative Council agreed to the following motion:
That this House requires the Environment and Planning Committee to inquire into, consider and
report, on actions to minimise the health impacts of air pollution, including, but not limited to —
a) state-wide practical, real-time, cost-effective mitigation strategies;
b) ensuring that Victorian air quality continues to track towards meeting or exceeding
current international best practice standards and is enforced;
c) the impact of economic and population growth on air pollution and health outcomes;
d) strengthening commitments across all Victorian Government portfolios to reduce air
pollution and minimise the impact on health; and
e) any other related matters.

Standards
In this submission, I wish to focus on (b) ensuring that Victorian air quality continues to track
towards meeting or exceeding current international best practice standards and is enforced.
I strongly support The People’s Clean Air Action Plan for Victoria developed by Environmental Justice
Victoria. While it is good that Victoria’s PM2.5 standards are better than the rest of the country, and
stricter than the WHO standards, the same is not the case for other pollutants such as SO2, NO2 and O3.

Recommendations set 1
I endorse the following EJV recommended actions.
Action: By September 2021, legislate ambient air quality standards for SO2, NO2 and O3 to the values in
table 7, and regulate key emissions point-sources to ensure they are met.

Action: Periodically review the ambient standards based on epidemiological data, and revise/strengthen as
appropriate. At a minimum, this should be completed every 5-7 years
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