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Objectives of the RSPCA
The RSPCA in Australia rose out of a need to improve the lives of the thousands of horses literally being
worked to death in the streets of Victoria in the 1870s. It was through RSPCA advocacy (then the Victorian
Society for the Prevention of Cruelty to Animals) that eventually laws were changed for horses and specific
legislation aimed at preventing animal cruelty was introduced.
Following the establishment of a Society in Victoria in 1871, other states soon followed: Tasmania in 1872;
New South Wales in 1874; South Australia in 1875; Queensland in 1883 and Western Australia in 1892.
RSPCA ACT was formed in 1955 followed by Northern Territory in 1965.
The Royal Warrant was issued in the 1920s so each State Society became known as the Royal Society for
the Prevention of Cruelty to Animals.
RSPCA Australia, the federation of Societies, was formed in 1980 in order to prevent cruelty to animals
through actively promoting their care and protection at a national level. We do this by providing a national
presence and voice on animal welfare, formulating and disseminating policies on the care, treatment and
use of animals and fostering cooperation between RSPCA Societies.
The RSPCA is, and has been since inception, an advocate for animals, working to prevent animal cruelty
through education, legislative and policy change. Since the early days it has also received and investigated
complaints of cruelty and sought prosecution of animal cruelty cases as well as providing direct care to
animals in need. All of these facets of the RSPCA’s activities have been reflected in the objectives of the
organisations since establishment.
Over the last five years the RSPCA nationally received 656,388 animals into its care, with 45,256 dogs,
55.570 cats, and 36,565 other animals received in 2015-16. All RSPCA Societies are actively working to
reduce the number of animals that need direct care by the RSPCA (for example through promoting
responsible pet ownership that includes desexing, microchipping, registration, training and appropriate
care), and for those that do enter our centres, to rehabilitate and rehome them as quickly as possible.
Further information on RSPCA published statistics on animal outcomes is found at
https://www.rspca.org.au/facts/annual-statistics-2015-16/published-statistics.
The RSPCA firmly grounds its policies, positions and information on the most current animal welfare
science. Policies are developed nationally with input from each RSPCA Society Board and are adopted only
on the unanimous vote of all Societies. Once adopted, the policies are binding on all RSPCA Societies.
RSPCA policies are available on the RSPCA Knowledgebase at http://kb.rspca.org.au/76/.
The policy position of the RSPCA on a wide range of animal welfare matters and animal uses has been
consistent for decades. For example, as the layer hen industry was intensifying in the 1950s, the RSPCA
was raising its concerns with governments and the layer hen industry about the welfare compromises
caused by intensive confinement of hens in battery cages. In the early 1980s the RSPCA campaigned
against the expansion of the live export trade, strongly recommending that live exports be replaced by a
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meat-only trade – a position we still hold firm today. For companion animals, for decades we have led the
way, recommending desexing and identification of pets as important components of responsible pet
ownership.
We are proud of the extensive advocacy and community awareness and education activities we have
undertaken over decades and are committed to improving the ways in which we engage the community
and key stakeholders in order to continually advance the welfare of animals. We work directly with
individual animal owners, trainers, farmers, businesses and industry groups as well as governments and the
broader community to raise public awareness about animal welfare issues and achieve positive change for
animals. We also work with governments and animal industries to develop best practice husbandry and
management tools as well as contributing to the development of standards and codes of practice.
Discussing current and future animal welfare issues in a collaborative manner provides clarity about the
RSPCA’s views, suggested changes and solutions in order that there are significant and widespread welfare
improvements for large numbers of animals.
The RSPCA Approved Farming Scheme aims to improve the lives of as many farm animals as possible and
provides a means of leading a consumer-driven change to producing higher welfare food. The RSPCA
Approved Farming Scheme has voluntary standards that are at the high end of what is commercially
feasible in Australia for the production of layer hens, pigs, meat chickens, turkeys and farmed Atlantic
salmon. These Standards are developed based on contemporary animal welfare science, RSPCA policy, best
practices overseas and in Australia and with input from farmers, industry organisations, researchers and
other interested organisations and individuals. Products from animals that have been raised to RSPCA
Approved Farming Scheme Standards can use the RSPCA Approved Farming Scheme logo at point of sale,
enabling differentiation and marketing of products from RSPCA Approved farms and offering consumers
who buy pork, chicken, turkey, salmon and eggs a higher welfare alternative. The RSPCA Approved Farming
Scheme is a not for profit program. Royalty payments received from companies marketing their products
as RSPCA Approved are used to fund the Scheme and are not used for other activities. More information
on the RSPCA Approved Farming Scheme including a short video on the impact the Scheme has had on the
lives of more than 800 million animals so far can be viewed at http://www.rspca.org.au/what-we-do/rspcaapproved-farming-scheme.
Enforcement of animal welfare legislation
While the work of the RSPCA is focused on the prevention of animal cruelty, it recognises the importance of
enforcement of existing laws in order to provide some protection to animals. RSPCA State Societies (NSW,
QLD, SA, TAS, VIC and WA) and RSPCA ACT have a long history of receiving and investigating animal cruelty
incidents and complaints and pursuing prosecutions of individuals when such action is appropriate. All
commenced this type of activity within the first couple of years from their establishment. RSPCA Inspectors
in each of these jurisdictions have powers to enforce state/territory animal welfare laws.
In 2015-16, nationally, the RSPCA investigated 62,714 complaints of animal cruelty, with 12,022 occurring in
Victoria. When a cruelty complaint is received, RSPCA Inspectors may respond in a number of ways. They
can provide information to the responsible person about animal care; and/or give instructions, for example,
that an animal must be seen by a veterinarian within a specific timeframe; they can take an animal into the
care of the RSPCA; and/or provide immediate relief from suffering for the animal; they can collect evidence
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