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In reply please quote: D16/29768
Our ref: D16/29776
Contact: Jane Waldock on

1 April 2016
Dr Christopher Gribbin
Secretary of the Economy and Infrastructure Committee
Parliament House, 1 Spring Street
Melbourne Vic 3002
Via email LCLC@parliament.vic.gov.au

Dear Dr Gribbin
Inquiry into the Road Safety Road Rules 2009 (Overtaking Bicycles) Bill 2015
Yarra Council wishes to make a submission on the Inquiry into the Road Safety Road
Rules 2009 (Overtaking Bicycles) Bill 2015. Our passion and interest comes from being
Australia’s most cycle-friendly municipality, with a commitment to road safety for
vulnerable road users and a strong history of encouraging and increasing cycling as a
transport mode through improved infrastructure and reduced speed limits in local
streets.
Our intent in this submission is to highlight challenges of enforcement and education of
the proposed a rule in the inner-Melbourne road environment which features:





an extensive network of bike lanes;
a tram network;
extensive on-street parking with regular turnover; and
extensive congestion.

Yarra has an especially deep interest in improving safety outcomes for cyclists, and
has a great interest in how this can be practically achieved. We have advocated over
many years for measures which involve not only cyclists, but also other road users, and
in particular drivers. We have followed with interest discussions around responsible
road use in Europe (where there is a much heavier bias towards motorised vehicle
users being responsible for collisions which involve more vulnerable road users), and
the introduction of the 1.0m rule in other states.
But we do not believe there is a simple solution, and what works in one context may
not be effective in another. At one end of the spectrum there are wide roads with
ample carrying capacity for many vehicles at a safe speed. At the other end of the
spectrum are narrow, busy, highly contested road spaces with many cross-overs, street
trees planted in the road area, kerb outstands, road narrowings, quick turn-over parking
spaces and many other distractions.
While it is agreed that there may be many places where the proposed 1.0 metre
overtaking rule will add considerably to the safety of cyclists, it is not considered that
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