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The “A Meter Matters” Campaign
In April 2014, the Queensland Government became the first in Australia to implement a minimum
overtaking distance trial, and backed it with a communications campaign (Stay wider of the
rider)1. There is evidence from our survey results that this campaign has been effective, in that
the vast majority (90%) of those in QLD were aware of the “A Meter Matters” Campaign.
Awareness of the campaign is lower in New South Wales (46%) and Victoria (37%), although it is
encouraging to see the campaign reach in other States.
Our survey revealed that in QLD, where the legislation has been in force for two years now, there
might be some discontent; those in QLD were more likely to strongly agree with the statement
that “two or more cyclists riding together should ride single file” (71% strongly agreed, compared
to 56% in the total sample). Perhaps this is based on a perception that it is easier to pass cyclists
riding in single file (even though it would take more road length to pass six cyclists riding single
file than it would to pass six riding two abreast, which would halve the length required to pass).
Noting that cyclists should be courteous to other road users, cyclists are entitled to use a full lane
when riding on the road, and are allowed to ride two abreast in one lane. If cyclists are taking up
a full lane, motorists need to overtake as they would any other vehicle. This means waiting for a
safe opportunity to pass.
If the minimum overtaking distance laws are to be introduced in Victoria, it should perhaps come
with clarification of the current rules and courteous conduct in this regard, to avoid adding to any
existing resentment and misunderstanding.

Final remarks
Our survey also found that almost one in four Victorians have cycled on the road in the past 12
months (24%). Hence a significant proportion of the population will benefit from improved cyclist
safety on our roads.

1

http://www.amygillett.org.au/wp-content/uploads/2016/03/1.-A-metre-matters-national-update-March-2016.pdf
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