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Other opportunities for the management of speed on our roads
Darebin is committed to decreasing local speed limits to 40km/hr for 30 percent of the municipality
by 2021. An evaluation of crash statistics in Darebin has shown that on roads reduced from 60km/hr
to 50km/hr there has been an average decrease per kilometre/per year of:
•
•
•

-0.071 fatal crashes
-0.516 serious injury crashes
-1.125 other injury crashes

This equates to a reduction in total crashes of 36 per year, 11 less serious injury crashes, and 1.5
less fatal crashes per year on those roads. In addition, it should be noted that over fifty percent of
crashes on Darebin roads that resulted in death or injury, between 2011 and 2015, occurred in 60
or 70km/hr zones, compared with only eight percent in 40km/hour zones. For context, eight percent
of Darebin roads are 60km/hr, and 91.5 percent are 50km/hr and below.
The Institute for Road Safety research, Netherlands (SWOV) recommends that the best way to
protect vulnerable road users is to limit the driving speed of motorized vehicles stating that
“international research has shown that a driving speed of 30 km/h is the upper limit of the lowest
probability of pedestrians being killed in a collision with a car. Cyclists also benefit from such a
speed reduction.”
According to Corben et al, “A driver who chooses to travel at 50km/hr in a high pedestrian activity
area exposes pedestrians…to on average, a four-fold increase in the risk of death, compared with
a travel speed of 40km/hr.”
With this and other research overwhelmingly supporting the positive impacts of reduced speed
limits on our roads, we suggest that government simplifies the process for local government to
implement speed limit reductions on both local and arterial roads. The positive outcomes from the
City of Yarra trial of 30km/h speed limits creates opportunities for further speed limit reductions to
30km/hr. This would be particularly applicable in neighbourhoods where walking trips form a large
part of the mode share due to local services such as schools and community centres. We would
also be interested in any investigations into changing variable speed limits around schools to
permanent 40km/hr (or 30km/hr) zones.
Other opportunities to reduce risk to vulnerable road users
We have a history of advocating for State Government support to fund pedestrian crossings at
several of our highest priority locations on the Darebin Principal Pedestrian Network, and support
future opportunities to partner with other levels of government to ensure our most vulnerable road
users are not exposed to unnecessary risk when sharing the road space with motorists. One
example we would be interested in government investigating is to further increase the safety of
pedestrians, by permanently reducing the speed limit on approaches to pedestrian crossings for a
minimum length to provide clarity for motorists.
Darebin Council has also previously provided input to a State Government review on funding for
school crossing supervisors. We reiterate that a decrease to this funding would negatively impact
the work we do around safe travel to school, as funding for road safety infrastructure would have
to be reallocated to fund the crossing supervisors, or additional funding would be required to
improve safety in place of crossing supervisors.
Council was very pleased to receive matched funding through the Safe Travel in Local Streets
program and has been able to achieve 3km of safer roads for pedestrians, bike riders and motorists.
Further funding of this nature would have significant benefits for our local communities.
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Most of Victoria’s streets and paths are under the care and management of local governments.
Improving the level of safety for all road users requires close cooperation between levels of
government, while recognising the limited resources and funding available to local government.
Key projects in Darebin City to improve the safety for our road users, and which we are calling for
the Victorian Government to progress as a priority, are:
•
•
•
•

Funding for the construction of nine priority pedestrian crossings on arterial roads in
Darebin
Fast tracking approvals for reduction of speed limits to 40 km/hr in priority neighbourhoods
Further funding through the Safe Travel in Local Streets program
Funding for Strategic Cycling Corridors

Yours sincerely,

Cr Susan Rennie
Mayor
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