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Inquiry into the Increase in Victoria's Road Toll
Please find following/attached my submission to the aforementioned Inquiry.

As a Victorian rural resident and road user of the past 40+ years, and closely associated with CFA & SES,
truck, coach, agricultural machinery, 4wd's, cars, and motorcycle users, I am appalled at the deterioration
over the last couple of decades in particular, of the condition of our roads, the lack of any genuine consultation
with any/all of the aforementioned road users, and the concerning trend of road authorities blaming the
users (often victims), in preference to addressing their inefficiencies, and poorly researched solutions.
Summary of observations

Formal qualifications are not adequate or appropriate replacement for years of direct experience, which
should be prioritised in any planning that directly affects users, particularly at local level, and in
rural/regional areas.

Road authorities seriously need to lift their game when it comes to genuine consultation with motorcycle
riders, particularly those who use rural/regional roads. This includes having genuine experienced riders on
representative committees, not hand picked advocates who will comply with/'tick the boxes' on agendas
already decided, and compromise rider safety to keep the peace.
All consultative committees and forums should not be 'secret squirrel' as members are advised, as those
chosen to represent motorcycle riders should be taking proposals back to the wider motorcycle community
for feedback, and gathering the best possible evidence from riders experienced in a variety of road
environments.

Risk assessments need to be undertaken regularly by motorcycle riders, not VicRoads drivers in vehicles, as
drivers have no idea what to look for that affects motorcycles, and what does affect motorcycles is not
noticeable from a vehicle.

Road authorities need to re-visit AustRoads report, excerpt below courtesy of Mark Hinchliffe, Motorbike
Writer, 10th July, 2016.
[Roads need to be better designed, funded and maintained to reduce the risk of motorcycle crashes, a 244-page
Austroads report has found.
The report, titled “Infrastructure Improvements to Reduce Motorcycle Casualties”, is the result of a twoyear study to identify infrastructure improvements to reduce motorcycle crash risk and crash severity.
It says motorcycles should be identified as a separate road user group and considered as a “design
vehicle” when planning and maintaining roads.
The report recommends that engineering decisions on roadworks and planning should consider
motorcycles, “even if outside of existing design warrants”.
That’s great news for riders as the current trend seems to be to ignore riders when situating and selecting
roadside furniture and barriers; using slippery road paint; building roads with odd cambers; and allowing
shoddy, patch-up roadworks.
While the report says the road environment accounted for only 2% of motorcycle road deaths in single-vehicle
crashes between 1999 and 2003, “certain road elements have the potential to contribute to the actual outcome
and severity of the crash”.
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It says the first step is to identify roads that pose the highest crash risk to motorcyclists, then perform safety
audits.
The report recommends a raft of motorcycle-specific road modifications including:
install flexible but durable materials or shields underneath barriers;
install attenuators or energy dissipaters on posts and poles;
relocate trees, poles, signs and other roadside objects;
recommended maximums for potholes, ruts and cracks before repair is vital;
rapid road repair including quick removal of oil, diesel and other spills;
fluoro warning signage at known crash zones;
better-designed crash barriers (read the latest Austroads view);
improve road surfaces for skid resistance, road camber, badly located drains, rough edges, etc;
and
• add advance stop lines at intersections with filtering lanes for motorcycles to reach the front of
traffic.

•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

The Austroads report is important because all state and federal road/transport departments in Australian and
New Zealand are members. Their reports are used as the basis for government policy and practice on all things
related to roads and transport.
Let’s hope the bureaucrats and politicians pay attention to this important report.]
Here is a list of hazards that auditors look for, courtesy of Safe System Solutions Research and
Evaluations Lead and motorcyclist Dr Tana Tan :
• Uneven surfaces especially on corner entry and exit that can destabilise suspension during
braking and acceleration.
• Removal of roadside hazards such as trees and signs, especially on the exit of a corner. Signs can
be repositioned behind barriers or replaced with safer flexible signage that bends on impact. “It
is more expensive to install but in the long-run it is cheaper as the signs pop back up and don’t
necessarily have to be repaired or replaced after a crash”, Tana says.
• Road edges with a “bleed” of the road surface over the edge gravel from melting tar and wear.
• Intrusion of gravel from side roads. This is fixed by surfacing about 100m of gravel on the side
road.
• Road markings should be non-slippery paint or products such as OmniGrip to prevent loss of
traction.
• Appropriate speed limits. Tana says speed is often seen by people as an “easy fix”, but it relies on
community and government support, which can be difficult to obtain because of other drivers
such as the “economic imperative” of timely transport.
• Edge lines are important to give riders cues about diminishing or increasing radius. On
tightening corners the edge lines seem to converge and the opposite on corners that open up.
TAC motorcycle levy; inappropriate spending without adequate consultation, and where other road users
benefit, not exclusively motorcycle riders as intended.

An urgent need for an independent road safety body to gather and collate statistics, an overhaul of crash data
statistics collected, and cross referenced appropriately.
VicRoads/TAC/VicPol as road authorities advisors, and providers of recommendations to Government, with
apparent autonomy, but little to no accountability. On occasions when VicRoads are audited by VAGO, they
respond with the usual agreement to remedy, and improve, but no evidence of overseeing their compliance,
resulting in often being identified again, in future audits.

Past Parliamentary Roads Inquiries resulting in excellent recommendations are responded to by
VicRoads/TAC/VicPol, and either agreed upon but no action, refuted with lack of real evidence, or completely
ignored. Governments seem to have no choice other than to accept these responses, as they're beholden to
these authorities to advise them appropriately.
~3~
2 of 13

LC EIC Inquiry into the Increase in Victoria's Road Toll
Submission 140

Government Roads Ministers, and Governments of the day, are blamed for the repercussions of inadequate
advise, they subsequently approve funding for. It beggars belief that all Parliamentarians, regardless if Party,
or Independent, in Government or Opposition/Cross Bench, aren't demanding intensive scrutiny of road
authorities after too many years of this occurring.
More Audits and Inquiries, will not change the outcomes, when the system in place continues to encourage
poor outcomes, due to poor recommendations from road authorities. This rarely reflects on the road
authorities, but on the Government of the day, and instead of all Parliamentarians dealing with it once and
for all, it is used as a political ping pong ball point scoring exercise by the Opposition of the day, again,
regardless of Party, as all guilty of it.
Rural folk in particular are fed up with the endless broken promises of all Party's, and the lack of any real
action to properly fix our hazardous rural roads. Commitment to a thorough review into the activities of
VicRoads/TAC/VicPol roles as Government road authorities advisors, is long overdue.
Thank you for accepting my submission.
Yours sincerely,
Cate Hughes
Regional resident/road user & motorcycle advocate
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Inquiry into the Increase in Victoria’s Road Toll

June 2020
Terms of Reference
(1) current Victorian Towards Zero Road Safety Strategy 2016-2020 and progress towards its
aim of a 20 per cent reduction in fatalities with 200 or less lives lost annually by 2020;
Unlikely to be achieved until the real reasons for increase in fatalities are addressed appropriately, instead of
current band-aid type measures.
•

Driver training lacking resulting in dangerous behaviours.

•

Rural regional roads in particular poorly maintained, and many in hazardous condition.

•

Roads authorities tasked with advise and recommendations to Roads Ministers, are afforded way too
much autonomy, and seem to be beyond accountability.

(2) adequacy and scope of the current driver drug and alcohol testing regime;
Whereas alcohol testing is likely to show alcohol levels directly relating to significant driver impairment, drug
testing does not. In many cases, drug levels (both legal & illegal), are not related directly to driver impairment
at the time of testing. eg THC levels from Cannabis use can remain in the system for up to 3 months, yet
highly unlikely to result in driver impairment when tested within a few hours of use.
Drug and alcohol testing is viewed, and used by authorities, as a primary cause of road incidents, regardless of
a blatant breach of road rules being the primary cause. This is evident in the majority of incidents involving
motorcycle riders ie a car driver will have caused an incident, resulting in fatality or serious injury of a
motorcycle rider, yet if the rider is shown to have an alcohol or drug reading, or speeding, they're deemed at
fault and the primary cause, not the driver who blatantly disobeyed a road rule, and often fined for doing so.

(3) adequacy of current speed enforcement measures and speed management policies;
Speed enforcement is viewed by many as blatant revenue raising. When speed is the priority over other
effective means of managing traffic behaviour, like more on road police presence, and policing of many other
contributory behaviours, then it's hard not to arrive at that conclusion.
The lack of police presence on our regional highways, particularly since wire rope barrier installations have
removed safe areas to observe driver behaviour, or pull over vehicles, has resulted in not just speeding, but
unroadworthy vehicle use, many defects involving lights, indicators, tail lights, brake lights not working,
headlights not on when required, dangerous use of high beams, illegal use of spot light type driving lights, lack
of mirror extenders on vehicles towing caravans, inapropriate towing including loose and uncovered loads on
trailers, speeding while towing inappropriate weighted trailer for vehicle, including dangerously overloaded
trailers for size of towing vehicles, eg small vehicles towing loaded double horse floats.
Speeding is deemed to be dangerous regardless of road and weather conditions. As a result, many who speed,
but are not breaking the speed limit, are not detected, and yet more dangerous, than those breaking the speed
limit by 5-10kph on a 100-110kph dual carriageway in perfect road and weather conditions.

(4) adequacy of current response to smart phone use, including the use of technology to
reduce the impact of smart phone use on driver distraction;
Mobile phone use is by far the single most in car distraction observed by majority of motorcycle riders, and
truck drivers, who both have clear views in to cars, and often bear the consequences of this distraction.
Pre mobile phones we did not have this issue. There should be NO reason whatsoever, for mobile phones to
be permitted to be in a vehicle ever. Hands free is still a distraction. Separate units are available specifically
for audible directions.
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(5) measures to improve the affordability of newer vehicles incorporating driver assist
technologies;
These technologies need to be refined to a point where ALL vulnerable road users are recognised by the
technology ie motorcycles, scooters, bicycles, and pedestrians.

(6) adequacy of current road standards and the road asset maintenance regime;
Regional rural roads are in varying states of disrepair, and have been declining overall for a couple of decades.
The south west of Victoria is particularly appalling. When regional road users see money spent on wire rope
barriers, instead of maintaining roads to a roadworthy standard, they quite rightfully get very angry.
Road surfacing has declined. A newly re-surfaced road barely lasts a year, some are back to original state of
disrepair inside a month.
No levelling done prior to re-surfacing, resulting in even bigger 'waves' to surf, or 'shoves' to launch
motorcycles from.
Contractors are leaving loose gravel on new works, with inadequate to no warning signs, and inadequate to no
reduction in speed. This is a highly dangerous practice for motorcycle riders, as they risk being unable to
control their motorcycle on loose surface, and when they slow to a speed they're able to do so, are sprayed
with loose gravel and dust from oncoming vehicles, and/or overtaking vehicles.
Inappropriate installation of wire rope barriers, in many incidents resulting in the introduction of a roadside
hazard. Not only are wire rope barriers installed without regard for manufacturers specifications and
recommendations, VicRoads even ignores AustRoads recommendations, and seems to have a 'rider' for being
able to do so.
This has resulted in far too many wire rope barriers being installed on Victoria's roads, in places where they
weren't required, across/in front of other perfectly adequate barriers, and the majority of them installed
inside one running lane width of the edge of 100-110kph lanes, which is extremely dangerous, and renders the
wire rope barrier ineffective, as per manufacturers advice. A noticeable increase in wildlife becoming
corralled/trapped within wire rope barriers on our major highways, and associated increase in on road
wildlife deaths then becoming road hazards, particularly for motorcycle riders.
Wire rope barrier installation to the point of saturation on major highways in particular, have resulted in
perfectly good natural run off areas being fenced off, access for emergency vehicles restricted, particularly fire
units, access for over size and long vehicles to private properties restricted, inadequate unsafe emergency
lanes for break downs, tyre changes, ill vehicle occupant etc., lack of access for appropriate machinery to
maintain vegetation on mediums and road sides, resulting in poisoning along many highways, which has killed
shrub type trees specifically planted originally to form safe barriers for run offs and cut out lights from
opposing lanes, and instead unnecessarily introducing poisons to water table.
Failure by road authorities to consistently adhere to eliminating, and/or minimising known introduced road
hazards for motorcycles and scooters.
Barriers, any barrier with unprotected posts close together, as with wire rope barriers, and W-beams,
especially the new type installed on known motorcycle roads recently eg photograph in attachment.
Rumble strips should never be raised. In America rumble strips are not raised, but set level with the road
surface, resulting in greater stability for motorcycles and scooters, as not separating the tyres from the road
surface.
Non-slip road paint should be mandatory, no exceptions.
Polymer posts should be used for all road sign installations. Less damaging on impact than steel, and the
added benefit of being made from recycled plastics, so environmentally appropriate.
Inappropriately located signs, causing vision obstructions for road users, and when too close to running lanes
on bends, destabilise the motorcycle, as they lean around the bend.
~3~
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exceptionally slippery. They are supposed to have non-slip gritty type paint applied to them, but time and
again, non-compliance is not policed, and riders find out the hard way, and days-weeks-months will pass
before rectified, remaining an avoidable danger if regulations had been followed correctly in the first place.

(7) adequacy of driver training programs and related funding structures such as the L2P
program; and
Driver training is clearly inadequate when so many drivers today seem unable to even observe the basics of
driving, or the most basic of road rules.
In-vehicle distraction – mobile phones the worst.
Lack of indication, or inappropriate indication, ie indicate left, then turn right across path of traffic.
No mirror use, resulting in not seeing motorcycles in particular, and side swiping on lane changes and
merging.
Tailgating, overtaking, then reducing speed to under the speed limit, or flow of traffic.
Right lane hogging at below the speed limit on dual carriageways over 80kph.
Inadequate knowledge of how to correctly use a roundabout.
Inadequate training in how to merge correctly.
Lack of adequate training in driving to conditions, both road, and weather.
Is it any wonder Europeans find our driver training 'quaint & colonial', as we encourage parents and relatives
to supervise our learner drivers? How many of these parents and relatives have up-to-date knowledge of, or
are even compliant with current road rules?
If we are to have unregulated private driving instructors, and utilise parents and relatives, the absolute
minimum that needs to happen urgently, is all who instruct and/or supervise a learner driver MUST pass the
Learner and Probationary testing process themselves.
Learner drivers should be taught that they have to share our roads appropriately with ALL other road users.
In particular, vulnerable road users ie motorcycles, scooters, bicycles and pedestrians are ignored, as are heavy
vehicles ie trucks and coaches.
Car drivers fail to see vulnerable road users as they are not trained to see them. Time, and time again,
motorcycle & scooter riders are told, “Sorry Mate I Didn't See You” (SMIDSY), because they didn't look for
them. They don't even seem able to see them when immediately in front of them in traffic, as motorcycles &
scooters are still rear ended in traffic frequently. They don't use mirrors, and don't do head checks of blind
spots. They fail to recognise that heavy vehicles are unable to pull up suddenly, when they jump in front of
them at a set of lights, then stop. They fail to recognise that unless they can see the truck driver looking at
them in their mirror, they are more than likely in a blind spot. They fail to recognise that positioning
themselves on the inside of a truck while it is turning, will result in them being wiped out by the trailer.
There should be a re-testing process for all drivers, as throughout a drivers life time, there are many changes
in road rules, different vehicles used, and complacency sets in, forming bad habits.
There should be a mandatory requirement for all international origin drivers, if resident in Australia for more
than 3 months, to pass our Learner and Probationary testing process, including, and in particular heavy
vehicle and taxi drivers. Taxi drivers should be subject to more rigorous spot checks to pick up the drivers
who don't even have a taxi licence, and drive on their relative of similar name/s, licence.

~4~

6 of 13

LC EIC Inquiry into the Increase in Victoria's Road Toll
Submission 140

(8) adequacy and accuracy of road collision data collection.
Importance of accurate road collision data collection is under rated, given road authorities, research facilities,
and governments, all rely on statistics, and where motorcycles are concerned, they are far from adequate, as
identified in 2012 PIMS, with appropriate recommendations made, but ignored, or not implemented.
Inadequate collection of crash data on scene, often by inexperienced police officers who make assumptions,
form opinions, and address media, without involving specialist trained scene investigators, or when they are
involved, long after the scene has been cleared/cleaned of potentially relevant evidence, as re-opening the
road asap appears to be their priority.
The fact that VicPol are then the advisors to the Coroner, could indicate a serious conflict of interest, as able to
'cover up' any of their officers inadequacies on scene.
Inadequate, or completely absent, crash data particular to Australian road conditions and users, resulting in
'cherry picking' of international data to suit TAC/VicRoads/VicPol agenda's, supplied by MUARC as required,
often over a decade out of date, and their road user surveys framed to achieve the answers desired.
Detailed crash data in relation to types, makes and sizes of vehicles, including motorcycles involved, and
identification of barriers types impacted and/or involved in all crashes must be included, along with road
surface, weather conditions, and if a known location for wildlife crossing road.
Motorcycle rider and pillion crash fatalities are skewed by lack of separation of wilful criminal activity
resulting in death. eg non riders, obviously unlicensed, often under age, on stolen motorcycles, often
unregistered, as not road registrable ie off-road motorcycles, and stolen for joy riding. These statistics should
never be included in road crash fatalities as not legitimate riders, or legitimate road registered motorcycles.
These statistics inflate rider fatalities inaccurately, and only serve to demonise, by road authorities, legitimate
licenced riders of registered road motorcycles.
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Supporting Information to Submission
'Inquiry into the Increase in Victoria’s Road Toll' ~ June 2020

Wire rope barrier related references and information compiled 27 June 2018 by myself, Cate Hughes.
Articles on wire rope barriers UK, Ireland, EU, including links to valuable information.
http://www.righttoride.eu/crash-barriers/
Relevant excerpts below, however, all of what each Member said, is well worth reading, and contributions from
other Members who didn't speak specifically about wire rope barriers, but raised important safety concerns.
House debates - Australian Federal Parliament
Monday, 28 May 2012
Private Members' Business
Motorcycle Safety
Luke Hartsuyker (Cowper, National Party, Deputy Manager of Opposition Business in the House)
"An issue which is the subject of much discussion amongst motorcyclists is the design and location of wire rope
barriers. Whilst the energy-absorbing properties of wire rope barriers have considerable benefits in accidents
involving cars and light trucks, the outcome is rarely a happy one when the impact with the barrier involves a
motorcycle. I raised this issue with the New South Wales state roads minister, Duncan Gay, and the minister
confirmed that he was aware that motorcyclists were concerned with the safety implications of wire rope
barriers. The minister quite rightly noted that the Monash University Accident Research Centre reported in
2009 that no data had been found to show that wire rope is more hazardous to motorcyclists than more rigid
types of barriers—but then taking comfort from that is like believing that what you do not know will not hurt
you.
The important issue here is: given the love affair of road designers with wire rope barriers, can we make them
safer for motorcycles, and if so how? It is pleasing to note that the New South Wales Roads and Maritime
Services are supporting research by the University of New South Wales with regard to motorcycle crashes into
barriers. Given the rate of deployment of wire rope barriers, I would hope that wire rope barriers will feature
prominently in this research. I note that research is continuing."
Chris Hayes (Fowler, Australian Labor Party)
"It was only a couple of years back that I, together with a MotoGP star, Chris Vermeulen, was involved with
Motorcycling Australia in opening the Motorcycling Australia: Rider Safety program to decrease the number of
motorcycle accidents on our roads. Whilst we might enjoy being part of the scenery, the truth is that on the
roads it is dangerous. I know the issue that has been raised about wire ropes. I have raised that previously and
I know that was something that was hotly discussed in a number of the bike organisations, including the
Ulysses Club when I met with them. The road protection measures being installed are things that in a modern
society, where we are seeing a growth of motorbikes and motor scooters, we must be conscious of. I
understand the issue about the safety wires absorbing vehicle energy but if you are a motorcyclist that energy
might be felt slightly differently than is felt by the fender of a modern vehicle."
"I take on board the view of the member for Cowper about the wire rope safety barriers. I am not sure what
the answer is to that, but there has to be a better solution than what exists at the moment. Whilst they may be
an overall safety feature, they are pretty deleterious when it comes to an accident involving a motorcycle."
Joanna Gash (Gilmore, Liberal Party)
"Of particular concern to motorcycles is the growing installation, as you have heard, of the wire rope safety
barriers along major roads. The experience in Germany suggests that 82 per cent of motorcycle accidents
involved a steel barrier. In 51 per cent of 57 cases analysed, the motorcycle impacted the barrier while it was
being driven in an upright position, and 45 per cent occurred when the motorcycle slid on its side on the road
surface before it struck the barrier. That alone gives me some cause for concern, not only as a politician but
also as a motorcycle rider myself."
~2~
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"This motion is seeking to recognise the incidence of these accidents and to work with state administrations for
a uniform code of road building to the world's best-practice standards. Adopting a uniform national motorcycle
strategy would be a good start. Much of the road work in place today is designed to cater for cars and trucks. I
suppose that on a purely statistical basis that is a logical and pragmatic approach to take, but it does not take
into account the vulnerability of a motorcyclist who is not encased in the added protective cocoon that a car or
a truck affords. Slamming an exposed human body into a wire guard at a high speed can result in horrific
consequences. This motion calls on the government to work with the states and territories to ensure that
motorcycle safety assumes increased importance in road design. The motorcycle community often feels that
motorcycles are misunderstood and ignored in favour of the needs of car and truck drivers. This motion sends
the message that the coalition actively supports motorcycles. Supporting this motion requires no change in
policy nor ending any spending commitments."
"In 2008 the then Prime Minister met with the Australian Motorcycle Council and said that the government
would be working to develop a national strategy to address what he called an appalling situation. The
motorcycle community is still awaiting the outcome of those deliberations. In commending this motion to the
government, I would hope that a degree of urgency can be attached to the undertaking of the previous Prime
Minister."
John Murphy (Reid, Australian Labor Party)
"Tragically, I have become aware of needless motorcycle fatalities in Australia, including in Tasmania, Victoria
and New South Wales, as a result of collisions with wire rope crash barriers. There was the accident that
occurred a year ago on the Pacific Highway north of Taree, where a motorcyclist from Queensland collided
with a wire rope crash barrier and had his leg amputated."
"These days, crash barriers have been designed to reduce the severity of a crash when a car or truck leaves the
carriageway. The welfare of a motorcyclist who collides with one of these barriers has not been considered.
The road authorities that make the relevant decisions are usually indifferent to the needs of motorcyclists, and
I believe that is because there is usually no motorcyclist representation on them. Furthermore, sometimes
road authorities have been installing the wire rope barriers inappropriately or not according to the
manufacturer's specifications, as lane separators or too close to the edge of the road—in which case they are
not safe for any type of vehicle. For example, in such positions they can act as a slingshot to hurl the vehicle
back into the traffic lane being used by other vehicles. Test footage available on YouTube or even from some
manufacturers shows how this can happen."
"The wire rope in the crash barrier usually consists of three to five ropes, each about 20 millimetres thick. The
strands of the wire rope are much coarser than those used in winch cables. The wire ropes are under tension.
The upper ropes pass through a hole at the top of the S-shaped supporting posts. The lower ropes are held in
place by criss-crossing between the posts and are supported by pegs on the posts. Posts are spaced about two
metres apart and the barriers are usually between 400 and 600 millimetres high."
"Crash barriers can be classed into three types: concrete is classed as being rigid, Armco W-profile metal as
semirigid and wire rope as flexible. Wire rope barriers, such as the one made by Brifen, seem to be effective in
reducing the severity of crashes, as they absorb energy when cars or trucks hit them. The rigid barriers are
less effective, as more of the energy of the impact is transmitted to the vehicle occupants, which results in
greater injuries. This is why wire rope barriers are being installed instead of Armco or concrete barriers."
"While the classifications of rigid, semirigid and flexible are relevant to car and truck crashes, they are
meaningless in motorcycle impacts. Basically, there is no safe barrier for a motorcyclist because all barriers are
rigid for motorcyclists. There has been little research into what constitutes a motorcycle-friendly barrier, nor
how to make existing barriers less nasty in causing injury to motorcyclists. I am not aware of how or if
motorcyclists are simulated in crash-testing. In fact, it seems that there are no real standards for crash-testing
of barriers with regard to motorcyclists anywhere in the world. One research report, called Barriers to safety,
was commissioned by the Motorcycle Council of New South Wales and can be downloaded from its website."
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"I believe that road authorities need to consider the needs of motorcyclists before installing crash barriers.
These include: firstly, having no barrier at all in some places; secondly, placing the barrier as far away from the
roadway as possible; and, thirdly, installing available products that make barriers less nasty. Funds need to be
made available for research to determine what constitutes a motorcycle-friendly barrier, and the Australian
Motorcycle Council should maintain its representation on the Standards Australia committee on crash barrier
design. Motorcyclists have the right to use roads that are made safe to use for the most vulnerable road user,
the motorcyclist. Most roadside furniture has been designed for cars and trucks, while motorcyclist safety is not
taken into account. It is time to address road safety for motorcyclists, and I commend my friend the member
for Cowper for bringing this matter before the parliament."
https://www.openaustralia.org.au/debates/?id=2012-05-28.216.1

2000 - 2002 questions were being asked.
PARLIAMENT OF NEW SOUTH WALES
LEGISLATIVE ASSEMBLY
BUSINESS PAPER
Tuesday 26 February 2002
87
Mr J. H. TURNER to move—
That this House:
(1)
Notes that the Minister for Roads, on 7 September 1999, stated that in relation to the testing for the impact of
wire rope barriers on motorcyclists, that:
“Testing for Motorcycle impacts is not done for any roadside structures, including wire rope barriers, as there
are no meaningful test criteria available to use.”
(2)
Notes that there are numerous motorcycle organisations, including the Motorcycle Council of NSW, who are
deeply concerned about the continued installation of wire rope barriers as a cheap form of preventative crash
barriers for light vehicles.
(3)
Notes that the Minister for Roads has refused to commission an independent authority to
devise tests to determine the dangers of these wire rope barriers to motorcyclists, should they collide with
them.
(4)
Calls on the Minister for Roads and the RTA to conduct research into devising some form of
crash test so that the dangers of these wire rope barriers to motorcyclists can be determined.
(Notice given 13 April 2000)
New style of W-beam guard railing installed recently on popular motorcycle route – Wodonga-Beechworth Rd
Note: many posts close together, sharp edges, and no promised added protection for motorcycle riders.
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27th of April, 2016 from an email written by myself, Cate Hughes

Vic Govt intends installing WRB's along CENTRE of the highway between
Yea & Molesworth, currently enjoying a reduction of speed limit to 80kph
due to it's notorious record for drifting traffic. This highway is used
extensively by motorcyclists, particularly on weekends; as main route to
Mansfield/NE High Country/Eildon Weir/Mt Buller, it is always busy on
weekends. I know this road very well, as it leads to my birthplace.
Since 80kph was introduced last year, there has been even more incidents
of stupidity in the case of drivers' becoming impatient & frustrated
(anecdotal evidence). We're talking a stretch of 10km's.
I just found The Age article from 3 days ago, interestingly, the comments on the article are supportive of
motorcyclists, and Victorian Drivers' need for better education & training.
Comments so far
Are these wire rope barriers the same as motorcyclists call
"widow makers"? I've heard complaints about these in the past if a motorcycle rider comes off for whatever reason, they're
virtually guaranteed serious injury or death when hitting these
types of barriers. Road barriers need to be designed to do less
harm when hit.
I'm not a motorcyclist, but I'm sympathetic to their issues, and
with the motorcyclist toll so far this year already too high,
these issues need to be considered.
Commenter
D
Location
Melbourne
Date and time
April 24, 2016, 6:46AM
Yes, the cheese graters. Proven to increase the severity of
injuries to motorcyclists in studies OS. You're right,
motorcycle fatalities are on the rise, but motorcyclists are
2nd class citizens in Vic (plus we also pay the additional
motorcycle tax for these "safety measures").
The article doesn't mention it, but I'd expect they will
reduce the speed limit to 80kph. This is what they've done
on other dangerous roads in central Vic when putting the
wire ropes down the middle.
Commenter
David
Location
OutEast
Date and time
April 24, 2016, 8:30AM
A complete waste of money. I use this road all the time and its
probably the widest section of the highway. No-one wants this
except VicRoads and the TAC.Its already an 80 km/h limit and
what about wildlife trying to cross the road...can they get over
or under the barrier. Someone really needs to stop this nonsense.
Commenter
Greg Willy
Location
Boorolite
Date and time
April 24, 2016, 7:03AM
~5~
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So they are going to build a fence down the middle of the road
so you can not over take slower moving traffic. Whilst I am not
familiar with that section of road, is this not going to cause
traffic congestion, tail gating and the all too familiar these
days possible road rage events. This to me seems a trial to
implement this sort of system on all undivided country roads.
Would we not be better implementing better driver training and
stricter licensing regimes rather than this Berlin Wall approach.
Commenter
Al
Date and time
April 24, 2016, 7:43AM
A paramedic suggested a road widening exercise for the midland
highway between shepp and Benalla and also the princes highway
in Gippsland - both notorious roads for head ons - an extra
couple of metres in middle of road creates a buffer between the
two lanes which gives people time to correct or take evasive
action if someone veers to wrong side - also safer for
motorcyclists - many fatalities also on these roads
Commenter
Research
Date and time
April 24, 2016, 9:05AM
I drive this road 3 or 4 times a week. About 12 months ago the
speed limit was reduced from 100kph to 80 kph following a spate
of accidents in the preceding the 15 months in which 8 people
were killed on this section of road. In the 12 months since the
introduction of the 80 limit there have been no accidents
involving injury or death (see VicRoads website). The time
difference travelling this section at 80 compared to 100 is
about 2 minutes so Victorian motorists are being slugged $18.5
million so that users of a country highway can save 2 minutes.
Sounds political to me
Commenter
Driver
Date and time
April 24, 2016, 9:34AM
It is a shame that roads and Traffic authorities fail to
recognise the big picture. Although safer roads are important,
the root cause of the problem is lack of driver education.
Compared to drivers in other develop countries with lower road
toll, most Victorians have poor driving skills ye t authorities
continue to invest in speed cameras when speed only contributes
to approximately10% of serious crashes. According to past
statistics and most research, major causes of accidents are lack
of attention, fatigue and drink driving. When are authorities
gong to realise the benefits of effective driver education and
include that in the road safety program?
Commenter
Dwyane
Location
Mitcham
Date and time
April 24, 2016, 9:36AM
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I am also a regular driver on this stretch of road and I'm
completely mystified as to why it's so dangerous. It seems like
any other stretch of country road really.
It's unbearably tedious to drive along it at 80kph - I'm sure I
would have absolutely no trouble negotiating its challenges at
120kph. But if that's what it takes to make it idiot-proof, then
so be it.
The median fence seems like overkill, and I share the concerns
of motorcyclists. But I guess at 80 kays, not many of them are
going to be dropping their bikes.
Commenter
tony p
Date and time
April 24, 2016, 10:53AM
The big picture here is the lack of overtaking opportunities on
most of the Melba and GVH plus increasing levels of traffic fast and slow, large and small, and a road surface not being
maintained to the necessary levels for safe travel.
The other elephant in the room is the increasing use of high
capacity trucks on this road. One wonders if trucks travelling
from say Lilydale to Benalla should be using the Hume Freeway
instead - a road much more suited to heavy vehicles and
maintained to do so.
Commenter
Max
Location
Vic
Date and time
April 24, 2016, 11:23AM
http://www.theage.com.au/victoria/safety-overhaul-for-a-notorious-stretch-of-a-victorian-country-highway20160422-goco1v.html
13th September 2019
My, Cate Hughes, response to, answers to questions, put to Roads Minister Pulford by Beverley McArthur, MP Member for Western
Victoria Region (on record in Hansard).
I have read through the q & a's, and without going in to obvious details, boringly the same over & over, the underlying crux of all of
these answers, is to have any kind of validity, whether it's reports from MUARC, or 'statistics' from TAC/VicRoads/VicPol, without
adequate crash data collection, the answers are based on, at best 'flaky' evidence, or, at worst no evidence.
The Ministers advisor has clearly put the questions to VicRoads/TAC and been fed their usual 'sales pitch' of justifications, which
are not truly evidence based, nor do they really answer the questions with any appropriate detail.
$557 million investment in 'safety' barriers + $6.2 million TAC contribution for repairs + 'just over' $1.7 million TAC for 'public
education campaign' + a further $207 million investment in installation of 'safety' barriers = 'just over' $771.9 million; which
would've made a substantial difference in remediation of hazardous regional/rural roads.
Q9 is just plain wrong, there are/have been rider injuries and fatalities as a result of wire rope barriers, and as we know great
lengths have been gone to, to obscure that involvement. Just because accurate appropriate data is absent, or evidence of witnesses
ignored, doesn't mean it didn't happen. It is high time an inquiry in to the co-ordinated approach used by VicRoads/VicPol/TAC,
and their unhealthy influence on Government Ministers, and the State Coroner, as their advisors, (regardless of political party in
Government), is exposed, and remedied asap.
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