AA SUBMISSION 90

The Secretary
Legislative Council, Economy and Infrastructure Committee
Parliament House, Spring Street
EAST MELBOURNE, VIC 3002
Dear Secretary,
I am writing to the Inquiry to make my concerns about the impacts of trespass and threats to
farmers and rural communities from animal rights activism known, and to explain how this has
affected me and my family.
In a broad sense, Australia is a tolerant society and farming communities generally reflect that. In
rural communities, community service in the form of volunteering to meet the needs of the
community for services and support makes them a strong cohort. They can be relied upon to
support each other. Many of the community on my road survived Black Saturday. They are close.
My greatest fear is that in the absence of organised civil support, both legal in the form of laws
and sentencing and operational in the form of police, that rural communities and farming
communities in particular will feel they have to organise themselves to ensure support is available
in the event of farm invasion or trespass. Whilst the statistical likelihood of farm invasion remains
low, largely governed by the low number of people who believe they are outside the law, the fear
of same in my community is disproportionate. This is not dissimilar to the problems experienced
by white farmers in Africa. It is a low proportion, but the consequences of the fear of being
attacked at the farm has led to organised responses like local "militia". This is because
lawmakers there do not understand that fear will drive a disproportionate response. Or maybe
they do and it suits their politics, and I hear echoes of the Greens views on our Victorian problem
in this point. Either way it's a terrible thing.
We do not want to create a situation here where a call out for help will bring dozens of locals in
support to a farm invasion, with the potential for violent confrontation with so called activists. We
need trust in the rule of law, and have laws worthy of that trust. Farming is a legal activity. As
activism can be also. We all appreciate that civil disobedience is occasionally a weapon of the
activist, in pursuit of some great causes. But that is not the same as what has occurred on farms
in Victoria recently. We need to put a stop to that kind of thing. Mobs in pursuit of their
causes and descending upon and violating the peace and rights of individuals and families has a
much less noble history, and is not to be tolerated.
I have been appalled by the judiciary in the approach that they have taken to sentencing in those
cases that have made it to court. I guess that with round the clock police on call to protect them
that judges rarely have their home invaded or their livelihood threatened. I estimate that all
Victorians would generally be happier with all sentencing if it also seemed proportionate to the
fear and distress and economic loss created by the convicted. With regard to these activists,
judges seem to view them as tousle haired do-gooders who are a little misguided; but they should
not be treated like they are 5 year old children. It would be useful if the judiciary had some skin in
the game here, as opposed to their aloof and so called liberal views. The judiciary have, through
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