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That the codes and laws for animals be upgraded and that they be treated as sentient, feeling beings, which
they are.
• The Animal Protection Index was designed by World Animal Protection. It establishes a classification of
countries around the world in regards to the commitment to protecting and improving animal welfare in
legislation and policy.
• Therefore it is not unrealistic, unreasonable or impossible that Australia follow countries such as:
• New Zealand is a world leader in animal welfare. The rights of animals in New Zealand is protected under
the Animal Welfare Act of 1999 and the Animal Welfare Strategy of 2013. These legislations emphasise
New Zealand's position as a global leader in animal welfare and its wishes to maintain progressive stances
in scientific and technological advances in regards to animal welfare. The 1999 act states that animals are
sentient and this was also drafted into the 2013 legislation.
• Netherlands. The Animal Welfare Act of Netherlands features anti-cruelty and duty of care provisions that
also include farm animals. The use of great apes for experiments is prohibited as well as testing cosmetics
on animals as per the EU Animal Welfare Rules.
• Sweden grants legal protection to her animals - both, wild and domestic. In Sweden, the slaughter of
domestic animals must be done following sedation of the animal. Swedish animals live in much enriched
environments as compared to other countries.
• Austria. The Austrian Animal Welfare Act 2004 suggests that the protection of the wellbeing of animals
should be held to a value that is equal to humankind. The act prohibits the suffering of animals, infliction of
unjustified pain, exposure to heavy fear, and injury. The act also applies to farm animals with regulations
particularly aimed at protecting them. The 2004 act bans the use of wild animals in circuses and also
prohibits fur farming. In 2005, the country banned the use of orangutans, chimpanzees, and gorillas for
experiments.
In 2019, it must be more than possible and realistic for Australia to step up its game so that we don’t need
whistle-blowers to provide the public interest in regards to our highly un-monitored and often questionable
animal rights practises.
We must change. We must step up. We must improve at all costs in regards to our animal welfare laws and
regulations, our monitoring of their treatment and of the behaviour of staff and workers in all animal related
industry in Australia.
Studies show that the unbearable suffering often seen, witnessed and legally sanctioned in factory farming,
abattoirs and other exploitative animal industries take a very serious toll on workers, causing mental health
problems and therefore societal and family breakdown. Many of these employees are not able to apply for
or gain a better quality of job in their working life. These are people who wish to simply earn a living.
It isn’t normal for humans to be constantly surrounded by pain, suffering and sub-standard conditions that
facilitate them seeing animals suffering in often harrowing conditions. Imagine how hard it must be for
them to also have to deal with co-workers who are not behaving decently toward innocent, sentient beings
who have no means of protection or hope for compassion and kindness in their entire lives.
To sum up. Animal cruelty is an unconscionable and cowardly and yet often legal condition. We must
change and do it now.
Thank you.
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