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reputation’. I would also like to mention the Aussie Farms map of animal agriculture farm
businesses, which has been published online, as much has been made of this in the media. I
note that the information on this map is available on a Google search, for any person to
discover: the map has simply demonstrated how pervasive the animal slaughter/factory
farm industry is. If the industry was seriously interested in the ‘reputation’ of the industry,
as regards humane treatment of farmed animals, and employees, there would be CCTV
cameras in all dairy farms, factory farms and slaughterhouses, and tours of these facilities
would be arranged for the public. The fact that industry does its best to keep the appalling
treatment of animals and its workers in these facilities secret, adds emphasis to the industry
cover up. Videos available online show biosecurity being ignored while animals suffer
horrid lives and confused (at best) and terrified (at worst) deaths. It is thanks only to
animal activists these factory farms have been called on to improve their practises. I
wonder where we would be without their persistent and courageous work. Further, the
’potential impacts of animal activist activity on Victorian farms’, would be to bring public
attention to the appalling treatment of animals on many Victorian farms/factory farms
condoned and supported by the industry. This would possibly help improve our
questionable reputation abroad, regarding animal welfare.
“c) Compliance with disease control and Prevention of Cruelty to Animals Act (POCTA)”
The award winning documentary film ‘Dominion’, which show standard lawful
agricultural practices, and the recent expose on the ABC showing illegal home slaughter,
all indicate how poorly the animal industry follows its own guidelines. Whether
government sanctioned or not.
“d) The civil or criminal liability of individuals and organisations who promote or organise
participation in unauthorised animal activism activities.”
Throughout history both lawful and unlawful activities have been challenged by
individuals and organisations on the basis of higher moral and ethical social positions.
Over the years courageous and compassionate activists have helped change laws that
prevented women voting, trade unions forming, indigenous, civil and gay rights etc. Under
the Nazi regime, the slaughter of Jews was lawful. To object to Nazi slaughter of Jews and
other ‘undesirables’ was both unauthorised and against the law. Animal justice activists are
also seeking to change unjust laws, based on morality and ethics. Laws are designed to
uphold the values of our society. Chief Justice Allsop AO notes the values that underpin
our laws, which lie at the heart of every individual, and at the heart of society. “a rejection
of unfairness and an insistence on essential equality; respect for the integrity and dignity of
the individual, and mercy.”
Surely the ‘mercy' should include the 99.98% of living individuals in Australia who are
other than human?
“e) Analysis of incidents and responses of other jurisdictions in Australia and
internationally”
I have not undertaken research into this matter
“f) Provide recommendations on how the Victorian Government and industry could
improve protections for farmers privacy, businesses, and the integrity of our biosecurity
system and animal welfare outcomes, whether through law reform or other measures.”
These matters seem to have become a ‘political football’ and a media beat up about a
single animal activist event that happened in April 2018, and drew national attention to
animal rights issues. Further, I think that government should recognise Aussie Farms for
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