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Marie Pepper

Inquiry into the Impact of Animal Rights Activism on Victorian Agriculture
Well established laws already exist in relation to acts of trespass, theft, vandalism, property
damage and destruction, harassment and intimidation, unlawful surveillance and bio security
breaches. Animal activists should not be given a greater penalty than anyone else.
The animal agriculture industry is cruel and unethical by the very nature that it kills sentient
living beings for profit. Farmers and slaughter house operators don’t want the public to know
what happens to the animal beings raised for meat, dairy and eggs. Every day, behind closed
doors farmed animals such as pigs, cows and chickens suffer such horrific conditions that most
people would not be able to bear witness to the horror. Abuse and cruelty takes place outside
the law but much of it is standard industry practice. There has been an ongoing failure to
address documented cruelty that has historically taken place within the industry.
The argument of workplace health and safety and bio security risks posed by animal activist
activity implies that animal activists will somehow threaten food safety. However, operators
who encourage or allow workers to beat sick and lame animals, forcing them to stand and
proceed to slaughter pose more of a risk. This systemic abuse has only been brought to light
through documentation of animal rights activists, not the slaughter house operators. This is just
another excuse to hide what really takes place in this industry.
In my opinion there is no need for the Victorian Government and industry to improve
protection for farmers’ privacy, business and bio security, as there is no real threat to any of
these. To bring in legislation other than that which already exists would appear to be a
deliberate attempt to hide animal cruelty. The real victims here are the over half a billion farm
animals that are raised, bred and killed each year in an industry that inherently cruel. The
Australian public has the right to complete transparency within the animal agriculture industry.
In my opinion the focus of this inquiry seems to favor the farmers and slaughter house
operators so they can better hide the atrocities of the industry and then to try and criminalize
the ones who expose it. The animal agriculture industry should be abolished and the
government should be looking at initiatives to transition farmers away from this industry.
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