


public has spoken out against this and wanting this stopped so many times. Why do you
not act? This must be stopped! 

- live grinding of chicks - this is horrendous! How is this deemed ethical or humane? This
must be stopped! 

Why is it that farm animals are exempt from the laws that protect our domestic animals? A
dog is a pig is a cat is a cow is a rabbit etc etc. An animal is an animal. They must all be
protected by the same laws. You must have an enquiry into this and this law must be
changed now. 

The law can be improved by having CCTV in ALL slaughterhouses, mandatory codes,
farm animals to be covered by the Prevention of Cruelty to Animals Act, and by
recognising sentience in animals. This is the absolute minimum. We need this reinforced
by significant penalties for illegal slaughterhouses and animal abuses of all kinds, regular
spot-checks to ALL slaughterhouses across Victoria (and Australia), and greater
transparency for the public on this matter. 

A 2019 report titled Australia’s Shifting Mindset on Animal Welfare commissioned by the
federal Department of Agriculture and Water Resources showed the majority of
Australians care about animal welfare. The report found 95% of respondents viewed farm
animal welfare with concern, and 91% wanted reform to address it. The action by
government required is clear. The public has spoken. You must not ignore these results! 

In 2016, a Productivity Commission report suggested the current process for setting
standards for farm animal welfare does not adequately value the benefits of animal welfare
to the community. It suggested the process for setting standards would be improved
through the creation of a statutory agency responsible for developing national farm animal
welfare standards using rigorous science and evidence of community values for farm
animal welfare. It is of great importance that this agency needs to be established. This
would reduce the need for whistle-blowers and keep slaughterhouses much more tightly
regulated and accountable. 

The Meat Industry is a VERY powerful player and they must be kept in-check at all stages
of their operations. Major changes to this system that is clearly not working, as exposed by
endless whistle-blowers and the film Dominion, must be made now. This IS what the
public want and this is what you need to do. Give a voice back to the animals and please
help bring these much needed changes about. Eating meat should NOT EVER equate to
the current levels of significant animal abuse and cruelty. Surely you must agree with this?
Veganisim is on the rise globally and for very obvious reasons. Please watch Dominion.

--

File1:

File2:

File3:

 

AA Submission 386

2 of 2




