AA SUBMISSION 237

of all kinds - are ones where animals have been found dead, being eaten by rats, bugs, maggots and all other
kinds of so called ‘pest animals’ who carry diseases, and who make these environments they are found in
insecure in terms of bio hazard potential. I know too, that people who do trespass for the sake of
transparency, almost always do dress and act in accordance with the Livestock Disease Control Act 1994,
Livestock Management Act 2010, and the Prevention of Cruelty to Animals Act 1986.
To make already aggressive laws even more harsh, when there is no legitimate evidence to show that the
actions of animal activists endanger anything other than profit, and a continued lack of public awareness
surrounding industrialised cruelty, is wrong.
A true decision for the greater good, for all Australians, human and animal alike, would be one which
allowed for genuine transparency, as these activists ask for, work for. CCTV cameras in all slaughter
houses. Tighter laws around false or misleading advertising of animal products labelled as ‘humane’ or
‘free-range’ when these words are at best a stretch, at worst, blatant lies. Not only is animal agriculture
cruel, it is one of the leading factors in the current climate crisis, with water wastage, carbon and methane
emissions, as well as land destruction being inherent and large scale within it. Animal products such as meat
have been found time and time again by reputable sources such as the World Health Organisation to be bad
for human health, even carcinogenic. It has been found the slaughterhouse workers, those at the end of the
supply chain of animal agriculture, have higher rates of mental illness, and their communities experience
higher rates of crime and domestic violence. I know personally a vegan man who used to work in an
abattoir, who lives now with depression, anxiety and PTSD. When all the above is the case, what are we
protecting?
Time and thought would be better spent looking at the almost exactly 50% of Australia’s agriculture which
is already plant-based. These farmers could be further supported while others were supported in a transition
away from animal based farming. Animal activists are not against farmers, but against cruelty, exploitation
and needless slaughter. There are plenty of Australian plant-based farmers working hard to produce quality
produce that is created in processes that are proudly shown to the public, because there is nothing to hide.
If these laws are to become tighter, it is not for the sake of public interest. It is to tighten the blind folds
currently on so many heads, and to loosen the belts of those profiting from industrialised violence.
Thank you for your time
Emma Hakansson
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