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Council is pleased to have the opportunity to submit to this Inquiry which
is considering and reporting on the “… effectiveness of legislation and
other measures to prevent and deter activities by unauthorised persons
on agricultural and associated industries…”
Value and Importance of Agriculture
Agriculture is vital to our country’s food production and plays a huge role
in our economy and as a major employer.
The annual output from the agriculture sector in Moyne Shire alone is
$618 million and the sector supports 2,365 full time equivalent jobs.
Threats to the sustainability and security of this sector cannot be
tolerated and voluntary acts that create such threats should be penalised
strongly by the law.
Bio Security
Unauthorised access to private farmland creates an enormous
biosecurity risk.
Biosecurity has played a critical role in reducing risk and shaping the
reputation of our nation as a green and clean food producer and
exporter.
Animal activists pose a very real threat to introducing
contamination/disease to intensive and specialised farming operations
and should be strongly penalised for any unathourised activity on
Victorian farms.
The recent court penalty of $1 does not reflect the serious risk that such
illegal activity presents. Legislation should provide strong penalties for
perpetrators of such activity who threaten the integrity of our biosecurity
and tarnish our international reputation.
Property trespass
Animal activists have entered private farming properties without
permission. This amounts to trespass and should be dealt with
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according to law. The law needs to be strengthened to apply substantial
financial penalties for such acts and jail sentences for repeat offenders.
At differing times many farmers experience high stress levels due to
seasonal and economic conditions. The prospect of a farmer responding
aggressively to unauthorised access by animal activists is real and could
result in serious personal injury.
On the spot fines of $1,000, as introduced in New South Wales, would
seem to be an appropriate measure together with substantial court fines
for such trespassers.
Workplace Health & Safety
Farmers are working diligently to improve on-farm safety particularly for
their workers and on farm visitors ; however farms do, by nature, present
numerous risks when animals, machinery and equipment are involved.
Animal activists arriving illegally onto farms open up the possibility for
health and safety to be compromised and for injuries to occur. Again
strong penalties need to be established and enforced to deter such
behavior.
Illegal entry also opens up the opportunity for the welfare of animals to
be compromised.
Conclusion
It is clear to council that the current deterrents for unauthorised farm
access by animal activists are not effective.
The State Government needs to introduce legislative powers that apply
strong penalties to act as a stronger deterrent to animal activists who
illegally enter private farms and create a range of risks, including
biosecurity, workplace safety, health and wellbeing, trespass and stock
theft.
Council would also welcome the opportunity to appear before the
Inquiry.
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