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undeniable Truth of the abuse and its utter and thorough prevalence. Animal Activists are represented by a
very wide range of people from all walks of life, I am an Ambulance Officer and my personal colleagues are
teachers, chefs, lawyers, doctors, students, factory workers, shop assistants, nurses, receptionists, business
owners, Professors and academics, construction workers, computer analysts, receptionists, public servants,
authors and in the armed forces, none of whom are extremists or terrorists and definitely not UnAustralian
or Criminals and we resent being labelled as so by the media, Politicians and the meat and livestock
industries. Many concerned advocates, activists and rescuers have received death threats and have been
physically attacked, living or hiding in fear of violence. In the 40 years of activism there has "not been one"
instance of violence or biosecurity breaches committed by these advocates, indeed our advocacy is founded
and based in Peaceful and Non Violent Protest, even if at times this is challenging to some. Evidence is
gathered from farms and laboratories, where it is known or strongly indicated that terrible abuse is
occurring, often systematically, and as these animals have no protections under law, and the industry allow
and promote cruel and unnecessary abuse (industry and RSPCA approved), which is only becoming more
industrialised and hidden from the public on purpose. This is exposed by those who are advocating and
actively highlighting for the sole purpose to help bring it to an end, through education. There are many
forms of animal rights activism:- social media, debating, public lectures and publications, political,
Veganism, education, films, podcasts, media releases, conversations, businesses, Petitions and letters,
rescuers, sanctuaries, charities, formal and informal groups and corporations, consumerism, legal protests
and yes, at times, direct action or civil disobedience ( a legitimate action in a democratic society to raise
awareness when required). Animal Rights activists and whistleblowers who have found it necessary to enter
businesses do so, ONLY, to expose cruelty or rescue known suffering animals, not to "invade homes,
threatening humans, I believe that Animal agriculture and government actually know this but choose to
whip up fear, hatred and misinformation, by demonising those who are doing this work on behalf of
suffering animals, who have NO Voice otherwise. There are already trespass laws in place and activists
understand the risk they are taking on being charged or fined, using the penalties are draconian and
reactionary in a desperate effort to hide the truth. The moral case is strong and the AR community fully
understand this is creating great discomfort for many people, the industry who is responsible for the abuse
and, the general public who are being asked to see for themselves what exactly happens behind closed and
locked doors and political parties who are looking for votes. The action on April 8th in Melbourne CBD's
sole purpose was to raise awareness and ask people to watch Dominion and this was a successful action
despite the hatred expressed by many Politicians and Media outlets in particular. We (who are motivated by
this most noble of causes) are being ridiculed, intimidated and threatened like no other activist group ever,
singled out because, we, are asking every individual to pause, examine the evidence (collected by
whistleblowers and advocates), to consider their own morals and once faced with this damning truth, to
align this to their own action and behaviours. We, fully understand that the Animal Agriculture Sector is
feeling economically and morally challenged and (this) is coupled with the extreme and ongoing drought
and environmental impact as well. Animal Agriculture is responsible for soil degradation, deforestation,
river system collapse, species extinction and suffering, ocean deadzones and climate change. All this is
documented and recently published as a warning by the United Nations ICCP report release earlier this year
and october 2018. The environmental (for the previously mentioned reasons) and Union (slaughterhouse
and farm workers mental health) sectors are becoming aware of this too and also applying pressure to halt
this destructive industry and to move away from animal agriculture. We can feed the worlds population and
help deal with the climate emergency, species extinction by transistioning to plant based farming. The
fastest growing food industries are in the production of animal free protein and as we all know that is
available more abundantly and economically and sustainably through plants and modern food technology
EG; cellular and plant based protein (meats) plant milks (soy and oat) and seaweeds, hemp, mushroom,
pineapple food and fibre production. We have the perfect opportunity in Victoria and indeed, Australia, to
be future innovators and leaders in feeding our communities and the growing world population. Activists
are challenging, and urging governments all over the world to incentivise private and state owned business
to embrace this new and exciting opportunity. We could do no better for ourselves, our families and
community, the future of the planet and most urgently, the lives of billions of non human animals than by
addressing this cruel and unnecessary industry once and for all. Veganism is the most important, fastest
growing and influential social Justice movement of our time and we are not going anywhere, indeed many
corporations and millions of people are listening to the call and making the necessary changes needed to
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address animal suffering, human health and the impact on the environment. The momentum is real,
undeniable and strong and we will continue to press for total transperancy of how animals are treated from
birth to slaughter until every member of the public is aware of its horror and has the opportunity to exercise
their right to know and make the right choice. Amongst you, is the remarkable Andy Meddick MP, who is,
urging you all to watch Dominion (Australian footage) so you too are fully and totally informed of the truth
of this matter and I expect that you will do so if you are to perform this enquiry honestly and to the best of
your ability. He is also urging a transition to plant based food industries to provide employment, food and
economic security in our state - this is his Animal Rights Activism. Overwhelmingly, most Animal Rights
Advocates were for most of our lives, consumers of meat, dairy and eggs. Something happened to us and
that, was facing our own participation and support of despicable animal cruelty and abuse. Once this
enlightenment happens many, many of us are driven to try correct this moral injustice to the victims, the
animals. You should be proud to be part of a society that has members who have and share the courage and
moral strength to stand up to the entrenched status quo and challenge it from a place of Kindness,
Compassion and Love. I am very hopeful that your critical thinking and your own compassion will rise up
in each one of you as you examine the evidence of systematic animal cruelty and the implications of this
topic and that You can make a huge difference and lead the way out of this horror story to a sustainable and
amazing World that is life sustaining and a more peaceful, prosperous future for farmers, activists and
animals.
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