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Inquiiy into the Impact of Animal Rights Activism
The Inqui1y is examining the "effectiveness of legislation and other measures to prevent and deter activities
of unauthorised persons on agricultural and associated industries."
I am a daily fa1mer in Northern Victoria.
Unauthorised access to my fann would result in significant emotional and financial distress to me and the
families that work on the farm.
There is a significant bio-security risk. Our product is sold on a world market and needs to maintain
premium status to ensure marketability. We are free from weeds, pest and diseases that could easily enter
our fann through unauthorised access. This threat is ve1y real because of the activities of aniinal activists.
Unauthorised access could create a stampede, causing untold damage to production, pasture and livestock
health. The fann is my workplace and livelihood, any disrnption that could be prevented is distressing.
Knowing the consequences could be devastating to me causes me to lose sleep at night. Knowing the
pe1petrators will get off with ve1y little penalty doesn't help.
Unauthorised access would cause significant personal distress as the property is the private home to a
family. In essence, unauthorised access is the same as any home invasion and the same consequences should
apply in that regard. We now watch all vehicles that travel down our road, take a mental note of the colour
and make. Take note of whether it is a strange vehicle, how slow is it going, why are they doing this speed,
why are they on our road. Is it a vehicle we have seen before? This never used to be pali of faiming.
Unauthorised access is a significant insurance risk and a public liability nightmai·e could unfold for me if
someone were to be injured on my property.
There has been a gross breach of privacy with individual faim addresses being published on-line in
electronic fonn by animal activist groups. I don't think activists would like their names and address made
available for all to see without theii· consent. I feai· a break-in as half my boundaiy is against a public road.
Access gates are locked at all tunes now, they never used to be, entiy /exits ai·e monitored with cainera's.
What wonies me the most, is that all cases repo1t ed in the media to date, none of these measures have made
one iota of difference. The ti·espassers don't cai·e if they are caught, in fact, they want the attention. The lack
of penalties through the legal system have ensured that this threat is real to me, and if it happens, there are
ve1y few consequences for the pe1peti·ators, and a lifetiine of pain and anguish for me.
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I don’t believe current legislation does anything to deter or prevent unauthorised access on farm particularly
by animal activists.
Farming is difficult enough at the moment and currently we are running at a loss financially. We have not
yet experienced any unauthorised access but that would be the tipping point for me to finish milk cows to
feed Australia and the world. Two families would then be out of work.
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