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18th July, 2019

The Secretary,
Legislative Council Economy and Infrastructure
Committee,
Parliament House,
Spring St.,
MELBOURNE 3000
Dear Secretary,
INQUIRY INTO ANIMAL RIGHTS ACTIVISM
I wish to make comment for consideration by the Committee into this issue:
I own a farm that has been in my family's possession since 1853, when it was
part of a "Licence to Occupy Waster Lands of the Crown', held by my Great
Grandfather.
I currently have a beef cattle breeding herd of 50 cows, which I have reduced
from 140 two years ago, a planned reduction in activity program due to my age,
and as a sideline have a substantial hay production business.
On leaving school in 1952, my father died the next year and I took over
management of a substantial family farm running 4000 sheep. 200 acres of
cereal crop, 200 cows, and also certified grass seed, Jucerne hay and potatoes for
a short time, with my younger brothers.
In 1958 an employee purchased 1400 sheep, tried running them on bush leases.
400 died of starvation, he sent them out on the roads with a drover in charge,
put 453 of our sheep with them, which he sold at Bena Ila to repay part of money
he owed to a livestock agent
He was charged with sheep stealing, and at the age of 24 I had the task of
identifying the stolen sheep under cross examination by a QC named Wilfred
Busse.
He was convicted, and we sued the agent - they were innocent victims- seeking
payment of the sale receipts, and received an out of ,c ourt settlement,' Our QC
was John Sommerville, afterwards Mr Justice Sommerville, advised by a rising
young QC named Ninian Stephen
I relate this incident to indicate my first hand experience of the effect of
unlawful activity on a farm
One brother has now died, and the other moved from farming to a
manufacturing business, and I am the sole remaining member of my family still
actively farming
Responding further to the Terms of Reference:
• Biosecurity-there is increasing need for livestock producers to meet high
standards of biosecurity, not only to reduce the threat of introduction of
exotic diseases, but also to assist in early detection and eradication The
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current cattle NLIS system introduced 20 years ago is a prime example
had Britain had a similar system during its outbreak of Foot and Mouth
Disease a few years ago, control would have been quicker, its cost much

•

•
•

•

•
•

lesser and the eventual cost a fraction of the reported Billion pounds.
Animal activists unlawfully entering a farm will not only ignore this risk,
and may even introduce disease as an act of sabotage.
Health and safety: as a farmer, I must be aware of actively controlling risk
to health and safety to myself, my family, employees and any persons who
access my land for legitimate business purposes. I have no effective control
over persons invading my land without permission
Compliance with various Acts of Parliament- covered above
Civil or criminal liability - not only the possibility of damage to a third
party, but deliberate or accidental damage to valuable equipment or
assets, and potentially rendering unsafe such assets, which could , unless
detected, leave an owner liable to a civil damages suit - even by one or
more of the illegal entrants.
By their activities and malicious publicity, animal activists can not only
unfairly and unreasonably damage a business reputation, product
integrity and in extreme cases, Australia's "clean and green" reputation. I
gave as an example the Four Corners program against live cattle exports
run by Animals Australia, showing scenes of animal cruelty in Indonesia. I
wrote to Four Corners challenging the validity of their Report on the basis
iner alia that the cruel acts were staged for the cameras by men paid to
carry them out- a fact supported several weeks later by a Senator· from
Western Australia who had a written statement from one of the men
confirming the fact- that it had damaged the relations with our nearest
neighbours Indonesia - incidentally an Islamic nation. Further, not only
did it damage the businesses of many in North Australia, but particularly
the ownership by aboriginal companies, (Noonkanbah and Waratea are
two)but employment opportunities for aboriginals. The program
insinuated that such practices were regular and frequent, and while it
cannot be denied that occasionally such things occur, the inference was
unfair and derogatory to the great majority of participants. In
consequence, I had an exchange of e-mails (three each way) and a one
hour telephone discussion with Presenter Sarah Ferguson, initiated by her.
To me, this personal anecdote indicates the danger of such unlawful and
inaccurate publicity..
Cattle on my farm are treated with care - I often refer to the cows as :my
girlfriends and the kids! My wish is to produce a good product, and to do so I must take care for
them physically and deal with any of the many health problems they may
face, from calving difficulty to physical issues such as foot infection,
uterine prolapse in cows, parasite infections (both internal and external)
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and and while much of this work is routine, it can be physically dangerous
to me and other workers, much of it I carry out myself, and call a qualified
vet when necessary.

Proper feeding and care are essential if I am to run a commercially

acceptable business.
I submit that if illegal, cruel =or in any way inappropriate actions are
taking place in any part of society, certainly including farms, it is NOT the
al to unilaterally
right of an unconnected individu
take corrective or punitive action'.
We have a very comprehensive and efficient legal system to deal with these
matters. Unilateral action is best called "anarchy" or perhaps "Mob rule"
and on this score alone needs to be controlled by strong legislation with
suitable penalties for illegal breaches.
Use of our legal process is the ONLY correct way for an independent
person to take action if they believe a breach of law is occurring.

• Signed : David M. Evans
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