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This increased transparency would likely reduce the need for activists to trespass (Terms of Reference 1F).
Live streaming this footage could potentially help the workers there too in case they are being harassed,
working in an unsanitary way that puts public health at risk, or are performing tasks in unsafe conditions. If
the public does not like what it sees on the live feeds, then the government should respond accordingly and
annually update its worker safety, public health, and animal welfare policies and codes of conduct to ensure
they are mandatory for industry to follow and legally enforced. Anti-cruelty laws need to include farmed
animals; it doesn’t make sense that ordinary citizens are not allowed to intensively confine or hit their cats
and dogs or perform medical procedures without anesthesia, but this is legal to do to other sentient species
in a farming context (Terms of Reference 1F).
Even though Western nations invented factory farming (CAFOs), the public largely does not approve, as
they have seen the reality of what animal farming has become – a house of horrors that is hard to stomach.
Due to public pressure (thanks to awareness-raising by animal activists), the most intensive confinement of
farmed animals is in the process of being phased out in many countries (for moral and
ecological/sustainability reasons), and I hope that is the case in Australia (Terms of Reference 1E and F).
You want to be on the right side of history.
I have attended and presented scholarship at animal activism conferences in Australia on two occasions (and
in Europe, Mexico, and my home country, USA), and I’ve been particularly impressed with the animal
protection community of activists in Australia and New Zealand, and the growing public support it receives.
The international animal studies/protection conference Minding Animals will be held in Sydney in 2021
(it’s the second time it will be held in Australia), so I will likely attend. It’s very encouraging and
heartwarming to see the sense of compassion and justice in Australia applied not just to humans but to
nonhuman animals as well.
I’m also willing to give evidence at a committee hearing associated with this Parliamentary Inquiry to help
with the deliberation process if so desired. Thank you.
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