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Similarly, in 2016, a Productivity Commission report (https://tinyurl.com/y5lptp3d) indicated the current
process used to set standards for farm animal welfare is entirely inadequate, concluding that greater
improvement would be realisable through the creation of a statutory agency mandated to utilise rigorous
science and evidence-based community values to achieve this.
Coupled with this, it should be mandatory for the Act to be extended to protect farm animals as they enjoy
the same and oftentimes (certainly in the case of pigs) a higher degree of sentience (evidence-based studies
support this: https://tinyurl.com/y285l3c6 and many countries now legally recognise this fact: New Zealand,
the European Union, Canada, to name a few) and as such, they experience enormous trauma as a result of
the current Australian farming practices. In simple terms, one would not subject one’s dog to the abuse and
cruelty experienced daily by pigs (or other animals) in the industry regardless of their “roles” in our lives
and the studies done support this sentiment yet the government, despite public feelings, refuse to enact
legislation to even marginally improve the short lives of these animals. The treatment under current law, of
your affectionately dubbed “chooks” also does not permit them to get anything near a fair-go - they are
treated atrociously. Visit any contemporary chicken farm and you’ll see this for yourself - better yet:
At the very least, CCTV cameras should be mandatory in all modern farms of a certain size and with
changes in legislation, the lot of the farm animal could be vastly improved as is the desire of the ordinary
Australian consumer and our legislation in this area is unarguably behind the global curve recognising
holistic animal sentience and all that implies.
It simply isn’t good enough and certainly doesn’t speak to the modern, fair, ethical, conscientious and
civilised Australia I thought I had immigrated to.
I thus beseech you to reconsider these issues and enact legislation that extends rights to animals across the
board. It is the correct and ethical thing to do and more to the point, it’s what the Australian people want and
have a right to demand. Sadly, the animals cannot ask for themselves and the current laws disavow anyone
asking for these rights on their behalf.
Do the right thing.
Please.
-File1:
File2:
File3:

2 of 2

