AA SUBMISSION 105

SUBMISSION TO:
The PARLAMENT OF VICTORIA – COMMITTEES
LEGISLATIVE COUNCIL
ECONONMY AND INFRASTRUCTURE COMMITTEE
Inquiry onto the Impact of Animal Rights Activism on Victorian Agriculture
SUBMISSION FROM:
JARROD BENNETTS

Everitt, Seeley and Bennetts
Stock and Station Agents and Auctioneers

INCIDENT:
Animal Activism Threat and Disruption to Livestock Sales
DATE:
Monday September 3rd 2018
LOCATION:
Victorian Livestock Exchange (VLE) Sales Yards - Pakenham

INCIDENT ACCOUNT and TIMELINE:
An Activist co-ordinator arrived at the sale yard between 6:30 and 7:00 am, and
discreetly determined the layout of the sales yard to later direct the main group of
activists for maximum disruption.
Sales commenced at 8:00 am, the Activist co-ordinator followed these sales, this sale
was completed, the following sale commenced at 9:30 am, when the main group of
Activists arrived through unauthorised and unsafe entrances to commence their
protests.
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Activists filled walkways, waved placards and used load speakers, to disrupt the sale
with the noise and commotion to the extent that the Auctioneer could not
communicate with buyers or yard staff.
For the safety of the Sales staff, the Legitimates sales attendees (Farmers Seller and
Buyers, Meat Processors and Livestock welfare the sale was SHUT DOWN. The Police
were called and approximately 8 Police cars arrived but struggled to move the
Activists out of the area.
The activists were taking direction from the person who arrived earlier to maximise
disruption and minimise police efforts, as well as taking photos and filming in a
restricted area (a condition of entry).
Activists placed cameras in staff faces and yelled abuse, as well as blocking walk
ways, to force employees to walk through the group of activists to expose them to
maximum intimidation.
The disruption continued until 1:00 pm, in the Sales Yards, then moved onto the
main road outside, where it continued, disrupting local industrial traffic not
associated with the livestock sales.

ACTIVISTS IMPACTS and COSTS:
STAFF and SALES ATTENDEES - All attendees were threatened and intimidated at the
sale, and were not allowed to go about their daily duties in a safe environment. This
had a flow on effect to subsidiary workers in the stock transport industry, who rely
on timely movement of stock, and strict adherence to drivers log books.
(Direct Reference to: Terms of Reference Part 1. a and b)

COMMERCIAL IMPACTS - The Activists impacted 20 Sheep Vendors, with 221 sheep
involved, 92 Cattle Vendors with 1092 cattle and 126 Claves impacted, weighing of
stock being a primary factor on the day, where 39 weighing operation were
impacted. A total of Seven Stock Agents operate out of the Pakenham Sales yards, at
any one time with revenue and staff costs impacted by these incidents.
Farmers rely on selling once or twice a year for their annual income and rely on
Actions and Auctioneers to perform their duties unimpeded for best results, and to
reinvest back in their farms and community.
(Direct Reference to: Terms of Reference Part 1. a and b)

COMMUNITY IMPACTS – The number of Police and Police assets that were called to
the incident, severely impacted the Community policing during that time, confirmed
by an attending officer, who commented “they had more urgent issues to attend”.
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As the activists moved outside the sales yard, the general public and traffic was
impeded.
(Direct Reference to: Terms of Reference Part 1. b)

LIVESTOCK IMPACTS – Livestock were frightened, stressed and agitated, and
subsequently kept in yards unnecessarily for extra hours because of the activist
disruption. This was completely unnecessary and has a direct impact on stock health
and recovery.
(Direct Reference to: Terms of Reference Part 1. c)

COMMENT:
Activists have a right to protest in a civilised, legal and orderly manner, but not
where they put people and animals at risk while they protest.
Where protestors impact the commercial interest of farmers, they should be bound
by the law and respect individuals and conditions of entry onto private and
commercial properties. They should understand the wide range of implications
caused by their short term, narrow sighted activities and be responsible for their
criminal liability.
There actions have a damaging effect well beyond the initial confrontation, to
broader economic and reputational extents.
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