Gas submission 950

Overview
My name is John Jenkyn. I live at
south of Chinchilla,
Queensland with my wife Jo, and our children Aaron and Yasmin.
My family moved to this area in 2005 to enjoy all the qualities that an
Australian country lifestyle has to offer, including being part of a warm
prosperous community as well the enjoyment of a healthy environment in
which to raise our children. We live on a 155 acre property which we bought
to graze a few cows, to teach my son Aaron how tractors work and how crops
grow. We also bought this property as a sound buffer from neighbourhood
noise as my son Aaron has special needs including sensitivity to noise and he
had reacted badly to neighbourhood noise in our previous home on the coast.
When my family moved to Chinchilla there were no gas wells in the district.
We were not told about any gasfields at the time of purchasing our property
and a property search showed nothing about gasfields on this property.
As at 2014, there are many hundreds of gas wells and other significant
associated gasfield infrastructure within close proximity of my home. Below
are satellite images of this activity. These images are not up to date and
infrastructure is greatly expanded and far more intensive now.
Refer to this image below (note green dot indicates where my property is
situated):
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(Source: Queensland Government)

Refer to this image below (note yellow pin indicates my property):

(Source: Google maps)
By even the gas industry’s own admission, my family is now enduring living in
a fully blown gasfield. Refer to this link:
http://gastoday.com.au/news/shifting to the gas factory model and getting it
right/088680/

My submission to the Select Committee will pertain in most part to Point (2) of
the Terms of Reference, being:
(2) The Committee will inquire into and report on the adequacy of
Commonwealth oversight of the approval of coal seam gas projects in
Queensland,
however this is not all inclusive and may relate to other Select Committee
matters also, including aspects in Point (1).
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1. Failure of Commonwealth oversight of the approval of coal seam gas
projects in Queensland
It is the primary responsibility of the Commonwealth of Australia to keep its
citizens safe, and to strive to provide an environment where Australians can
lead a healthy, happy life free from fear and intimidation, and with the ability to
plan for a future. With the introduction of the coal seam gas industry in
Queensland, I am of the opinion that there is a gross failing of Commonwealth
oversight in allowing this industry to commence in Queensland under this and
the previous State Governments, because of the serious negative impacts this
industry has caused on me and my family.
1.1 Lack of engagement, communication and information from
government on future impacts csg would have on health of families,
communities, districts, local economy, and social fabric prior to industry
commencement and during industry activities.
In the beginning of the negotiations, we were told by Mr Ian Heiner, Acting
Executive Director of Gasfields Commission Queensland, that we had to
negotiate with Queensland Gas Corporation (QGC). We were told that we
could not be worse off under any agreement with this company. So I engaged
the company Shine Lawyers to help with this, and the large bill I received from
this company has caused me enormous stress.
QGC have never told us what impact there would be or what they were even
doing let alone telling us what they had built around us and we still don’t know
from QGC what they are planning. QGC have not been on to our property to
do testing other than noise, the government appears to apply a very limited
scope of testing for this as a requirement and it didn’t really indicate if the
level was safe or not.
As previous Senior Policy Officer at the Department of Environment and
Resource Management, Simone Marsh has publicly pointed out, no baseline
studies were carried out prior to the csg industry commencing in Queensland,
such as information on location of wells and other gas infrastructure as well as
any assessments of potential cumulative impacts.
To my knowledge, there were no baseline studies done on air, soil and water
quality prior to this industry commencing, and there has been a lack of
longitudinal air monitoring and proper water testing since the industry started.
1.2 Failure of government and agencies to respond with integrity to
complaints.
We went to mediation with Mr Ian Heiner, Acting Executive Director of
Gasfields Commission Queensland, and we asked the same question
numerous times: ‘Is it (csg activites in the area) safe?’ and we were never
given a proper reply.
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We received no assistance from the Queensland State Government in relation
to our concerns. Refer to letter below – response from Hon Andrew Powell
MP’s Office, November 2013, in response to Mr Howard Hobbs MP letter to
the Department of Environment and Heritage Protection:
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There has been poor oversight by QHealth in terms of lack of engagement,
response to queries and reports submitted. For example, Dr Geralyn
McCarron submitted a study that she conducted on families affected by gas
wells in their area, which showed a high number of resident’s health being
impacted negatively from living in a gasfield, and there was an inadequate
response to this submission.
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1.3 Imbalance of power in negotiations with csg companies, and
removal of rights of speech or complaint with confidentiality agreements
as part of negotiations for a fair outcome
We have felt powerless because of the negotiation tactics of the QGC
personnel as well as lack of support from government staff such as from the
Gasfields Commission Queensland. We do not attend any csg company
sponsored events. We went to an event in Tara to get a little educated on the
‘divide and conquer’ tactics the industry seems to carry out in the community,
and it seems now harder to get any community health personnel to come out
to our property to help with our health concerns.
We believe that the csg enforcement unit was telling the EHP not to act or
investigate my complaints as I was negotiating with QGC. We were just
asking for a written guarantee that it would be safe to live here, and this
should not have negated our rights to have government oversight for our
protection. This request for a written guarantee was about four years ago.
1.4 Allowing businesses to lock in overseas contracts for csg before full
impact assessments were carried out.
I believe it is a gross failing of Commonwealth oversight in allowing the
Queensland State Government to give approvals to overseas gas companies
and to lock in contracts for gas with these companies, before any risk
assessments or impact studies were done on the people living in the areas
that were to be industrialised from gas extraction. The gas was sold before it
was extracted and before any appropriate assessments were done.
There are many people in the community and around Queensland who feel
our government has let us down enormously in its duty of care for its citizens,
in allowing this industry to run ‘carte blanche’ at enormous cost to people such
as myself and my family, and our environment.
2. Impacts of the coal seam gas industry’s industrialization of Chinchilla
and surrounds
2.1. Individual and family impacts
-

impact on me and my family’s personal health

The main impact for me is my wife Jo’s health. She suffers depression bad
nowadays where most days she spends on the couch. This came about after
her third breakdown heart attack dealing with the stresses associated with
QGC negotiations. There has been dust and bugs that have invaded the
house day and night as they went about the pipeline construction next door,
this was on top of already having two years of sleep loss due to gas field
construction as well as the bad smells and tastes that came with it. I have lost
a lot of weight having to pick up the slack and maintain the home, cooking,
cleaning caring and work which has me running ragged with a number of
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complaints I have presented to the Doctor. We have been to the Doctor
(several different ones) at least 35 times this year.
The whole family suffers from very sore eyes to watering to the point where
you can hardly see. We’ve had to buy and apply drops to lubricate our eyes.
There is a constant bad taste in your mouth and a burning nose that has
taken smell and taste away. We have dry itchy skin, rashes from water use,
nose bleeds, ear aches, constant headaches and have to take constant trips
to the Doctor to be looked at. Other health issues include numbness of arms,
sores that don’t heal, possible nerve damage from water into open wounds.
There is tinnitus, severe discharge from ears, asthma seizures, nausea,
vomiting, dizziness, hair loss, nervous breakdown, breathing problems, heart
attacks, depression and anxiety, nervous system stress.
These symptoms are very similar to those of families living in gasfields in the
United States, where further studies have been done on the connection of
poor health and families living around industrial gas infrastructure.
-

lack of enjoyment of surrounds and lower quality of life

The worst part is you just don’t want to do much any more like finishing the
house, doing more fencing or trying another garden as it all just seems a
waste of time.
My daughter Yasmin gave up her daily physio when almost all native animals
disappeared and there was nothing but ants to photograph so she stopped
walking.
My son Aaron has cerebral palsy. He had a seizure type episode after being
outside in his electric wheelchair so no further training in it or fun. Aaron has
not been in the pool as no one has given us a written guarantee it would be
safe. Without this therapy comes sitting problems as well as constipation.
There has not been much enjoyment here in the last four to five years mainly
because we don’t know if it is safe. What do we do if there is a major gas
leak? Will we be even warned by QGC and is there any evacuation plan for
this gas factory? What about bushfires?
-

deterioration of social fabric within community

There has been a breakdown in the social fabric of our area, because some
people have either moved away after being bought out by QGC, or they’ve
signed a confidentiality agreement and are not allowed to talk to their
neighbours about what is going on on their properties. We have lost many
friends and neighbourhood contacts because of this. We do not see any
neighbours since QGC contracts were signed and we were told to no longer
visit one neighbour. Others just stop ringing or talking very much. We know if
we signed the agreement QGC offered us we would not even be able to have
government therapists come here without an agreement for them to sign, let
alone regular visitors.
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-

Inability to plan ahead - robbed of decision-making freedom for our future

We have no choice but to sit it out in a gasfield, with no-one able to tell us
what impacts it is having on our health. We moved to the country to give our
kids a quality of life here, but it has turned out the exact opposite to this. We
cannot sell as no-one wants to buy in a gasfield.
Refer to this youtube clip (December 2013):
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=1IAoJfmRISg
2.2. Environmental impacts
-

Land, water, air, animals

About 5mm of rain fell one afternoon and the next day most plants in the
garden that were not protected by the house were dead or dying. There was
a dead toad here and there, later that day I put the sprinklers on from the dam
and found after a week of watering it had killed almost everything the rain
missed. QGC said they would test the dam some years back and never had.
State Government has done some limited testing (results? XXXX).
We are impacted 24/7 with air pollutants. There is a substance that comes
down with rain onto our house and vehicles that rusts and leaves a coloured
power on everything. Refer to this image of substances landing on our
vehicle:
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Huge gas flares started up in the area around September/October 2014, and I
believe the Codie field has been venting since late 2008/early 2009. We have
not been told of the air pollutants coming from these flares and we can see
bright orange flares in the night sky from our home. The air is an odd colour.
Refer to the images below of a gas flare near our home. The first picture was
taken from about five kilometers away from the flare.

Refer to the NASA satellite image below which picks up the heat map of two
larger flares in my area. There are also other smaller flares throughout the
area not detected:
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Refer to the image below. The dams shown are the giant Water Treatment
facility and Kenya Reverse Osmosis Plant, which is only four kilometers from
my home. Below are the QGC reported air emissions in 2011/2012 for this
facility. I’ve tried to get information on the impacts of formaldehyde and other
toxins on my health, but no one will answer my questions.

(Source: http://www.water-technology.net/projects/-qgc-kenya-watertreatment-plant-queensland/)
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Refer to picture below of Reverse Osmosis plant at Kenya, four kilometers
from my home.

Further information from the National Pollution Inventory for Kenya processing
plant:

12

Gas submission 950

(Source: National Pollution Inventory http://www.npi.gov.au/ )
In 2012, the blue claw crayfish turned up dead around the dam after some
rain. This was after we noticed when returning home late one night from
Warwick, that water trucks had been wetting down the bitumen road. We
observed them doing it most of the day after complaining to QGC about their
contractors. We had 18 young calves die as we weaned them on to the water.
Refer to Certificate of Analysis below from Health Services Support Agency,
Queensland Government –
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2.3. Economic impacts
There have been direct and indirect economic impacts to me and my family.
Direct economic impacts include: costs of all the extra medical appointments
(including travel costs to the appointments); cost of buying drinking water;
cost of electricity generation for an extra eight hours a day due to needing to
keep an air conditioner on at night to keep the house cool for the family
because we have to close up all the doors and windows because of the noise
from mining equipment in the area.
Indirect costs include depreciation of my property and land due to gasfield
activities. Studies have shown loss of property values up to 30% drop due to
csg activities.1
The health and other impacts, as a result of the gas industry surrounding our
property, are significant and we will not allow them on our land as we feel
incapable of dealing with further issues and negotiations.2 3

1

http://www.dailyexaminer.com.au/news/csg‐to‐cut‐property‐values/1644228/

2

http://www.prres.net/papers/Fibbens_Compensation_CSG_Occupation.pdf

3http://www.parliament.qld.gov.au/documents/explore/ResearchPublications/ResearchBriefs/

2004/200407.pdf
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