GAS SUBMISSION 699

To the Environment and Planning Committee,
The NTEU has recently endorsed the following statement, issued by the global trade union body, Trade
Unions for Energy Democracy, based in New York. It expresses our opposition, along with many other
international unions, to fracking and the exploitation of unconventional gas.
Trade Union Statement for a Global Moratorium on Fracking
We are national trade union centers, global union federations, and individual unions representing millions of
workers in the global North and South.
We call for a global moratorium on hydraulic fracturing (fracking) for shale gas, coal seam gas, and shale
oil.
Fracking is happening or is being proposed in a growing number of countries. In Argentina and Canada
indigenous people have led the resistance, and in Bulgaria and Romania farmers have engaged in direct
action against the gas companies. Fracking has led to attacks on land rights, and the large amounts of water
used in fracking also threatens to increase water scarcity in areas where water supply and access pose real
problems for people, particularly those in poor rural areas.
In almost every country or region where fracking is either proposed or already happening it has met
determined opposition from a wide array of people and organizations.
The experience of fracking in the United States since 2002 has shown that the process threatens the health
and quality of life of communities situated near drilling sites.
There are tens of thousands of shale gas wells in the U.S. alone - and water contamination is a known result
of drilling. The high-volume use of carcinogenic chemicals such as silica also poses a threat to health,
particularly to workers on drilling sites and who handle the wastewater from fracking. In the U.S.
companies are not even required by law to disclose the chemicals used in the process.
We are also concerned about the impact of fugitive methane from drilling sites on global warming. Recent
drill-site and atmospheric studies show high levels of methane leakage -- suggesting that shale gas is worse
than coal in terms of its impact on the atmosphere.
In calling for global a moratorium on fracking, our unions stand in solidarity with all communities,
municipalities, regions and nations who have already introduced moratoriums or are attempting to do so.
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