Gas submission 640

the more prospective shale gas basins such as the Cooper and Georgina and abandoning their projects
because the geological ingredients are not in Australia's basins. Australia’s geology is not particularly
conducive to Shale gas exploitation.
.
Frac'ing -Is a mechanical method of inducing/stimulating fluid (liquid and gas) to flow through rocks. Over
the past 50 years many stimulation techniques have been used. To fracture a rock requires it to have
particular density, composition and mechanical properties and requires infrastructure and more importantly
the presence of oil or gas is required. The Torquay Sub basin underlying the Corangamite area is
geologically immature and does not contain commercial quantities of petroleum. Therefore there is no need/
incentive to fracture the rock.
( In areas where mechanical fractures are formed the process is a proven technology and practitioners can
engineer fractures of the required length -- usually a few hundred feet... Essentially all deep wells drilled
and cased execute a fracture test (called a “Leak Off Test LOT”) to measure the formation fracture gradient.
With scores of wells in the basin and typically 2-3 LOT’s per well, industry have very good knowledge of
the mechanical properties of the rock.)
Water Contamination. In addition to reference to the Great Artesian Basin above … Please visit the Barwon
Water website to see that generally all of our water in the Corangamite region comes from surface dams and
catchments. In times of low rainfall Barwon Water produces water from the Anglesea and Barwon bore
fields from about 700 m depth and this water requires treatment ( presumably at some added cost ) and at
best can only supply about 20% of our needs ( as I read it).
https://www.barwonwater.vic.gov.au/learning/water-supply.
IF (and that is a very big huge hypothetical IF ) a company was to carry out a fracture operation for oil or
gas in Surf Coast Shire it would have to be at the conventional depths of oil and gas extractions... usually 2
km-3 km depth and the fractures would not extend anywhere near the shallow water bearing layers. The
greatest risk to surface waters is the runoff (animal waste, pesticides etc) .
To allege that our community aquifers are at risk in Corangamite (and probably most of Victoria) by
quoting case histories experiences elsewhere in the world is simply scaremongering.

Legacy Wells. Australia does not really have a legacy well problem. It is in the USA where literally
100,000's of wells were drilled prior to legislation where they have the problem not knowing where these
wells were drilled and how they were completed. In Australia the wells are safely documented and recorded
and are publicly accessible to be found at http://er-info.dpi.vic.gov.au/energy/scratch/
Clean Energy: I have also worked 4 years as Storage Director of the Victorian & Federal Governments
CarbonNet Project - to sequester CO2 emissions offshore in deep geological formations in the Gippsland
Basin. This is a real positive initiative for providing clean energy and preserving many of the 'luxury's ' we
human-beings rely on... energy for domestic and industry use, energy for all of our consumables, cement,
electricity, etc. etc. We need to manage a transition or take a very hard line.. The Surf Coast Shire Councils
approach appears to be to take the very hard line. .. take a look at this recent article..
https://www.google.com.au/search?q=a+hard+deadline:+we+must+stop+building&ie=utf-8&oe=utf8&gws_rd=cr&ei=REebVfDAJI7i8AXu8In4Ag
In only three years there will be enough fossil fuel-burning stuff—cars, homes, factories, power plants,
etc.—built to blow through our carbon budget for a 2 degrees Celsius temperature rise. Never mind staying
below a safer, saner 1.5°C of global warming. The relentless laws of physics have given us a hard, nonnegotiable deadline, making G7 statements about a fossil fuel-phase out by 2100 or a weak deal at the UN
climate talks in Paris irrelevant.
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Are we really ready to close down production of cars, homes, factories and power plants and all that they
encompass. ??
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