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have proven to be unacceptable and sometimes dangerous with devastating, long term and very costly
private and public consequences.
I have cared for people who have suffered and died as a result of exposure to materials once commonly used
but are now recognised as toxic. Some of this exposure occurred after it was known that such exposure was
very likely to have adverse outcomes. Likewise I have supported people who have endured severe lifelong
disabilities as the results of what at the time were considered to be beneficial legal drugs taken by their
mothers during pregnancy.
I have spent years assisting farmers rehabilitate land that has deteriorated or become degraded and
unproductive as a result of implementing what were considered to be good practices in past years. These
practises sometimes resulted in short term financial gain but the ongoing financial costs to governments,
communities, individuals and the environment has often far outweighed the initial benefits.
I have worked with many individuals, groups and companies who are careful and considered and work
within safe guidelines but I have also had contact with others who are less careful and at times seemingly
wilfully destructive knowing that the responsible government agencies often do not have the staff or
commitment to monitor, prosecute or ensure damage is repaired despite the existence of seemingly adequate
protective laws. The ongoing reduction of regionally based, suitably skilled government agency staff will in
my mind make any plans to monitor, manage and ensure the safe and legal operation of mine sites difficult
if not impossible to achieve.

I believe we should learn from mistakes made in the past, act with extreme caution and the Government
should therefore delay allowing any Unconventional Gas exploration or extraction to commence or
continue.

Yours sincerely
Elizabeth Fenton

-File1:
File2:
File3:

2

