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unconventional gas, PEP163, which covers a large area between Geelong and Anglesea.
Currently there are no extraction licences in Barwon Water’s region.
Risks to water supply resources from unconventional gas
Previous investigations at State and Federal levels have identified a broad range of potential
risks to water supply resources posed by unconventional gas exploration and development.
We anticipate the Victorian Government’s current Water Science Studies program will
provide a more thorough understanding of these risks and how they can be mitigated, and
that this will inform the government’s decision on whether to lift the current moratorium. In the
event that there is uncertainty regarding a potentially significant risk to water supply
resources, the precautionary principle should be applied, in recognition of the paramount
importance of these resources to the community and in underpinning economic activity.
Barwon Water’s role in considering risks to water supply resources
A wide range of land uses and developments can pose a risk to the region’s water supply
resources. Victoria’s legislative framework for planning and environment implements a range
of regulatory mechanisms to help mitigate these risks, for example the Environment
Protection Act 1970 makes it an offence to cause or permit a hazard which may pollute the
environment.
The Planning and Environment Act 1987 (P&E Act) requires a permit for various land use
and development proposals. Barwon Water is a determining referral authority for planning
permit applications under the P&E Act, where the subject land is located within a water
supply catchment declared under the CaLP Act. This is Barwon Water’s only statutory
referral or decision maker role with which it can control the management of catchment risks.
It is important to note, however, that such a referral is only triggered where a planning permit
is required. Where no permit is required or an exemption applies, there is no requirement
that Barwon Water be informed or consulted.
Throughout our water supply catchments, a permit is required for a range of high-risk land
use and development, and exemptions apply for low-risk development, however some
activities are the subject of state-wide exemptions and are dealt with under separate
legislation. This is the case for unconventional gas exploration, which is exempt from
Planning Scheme requirements (refer to clauses 52.08, 62.01 and 62.02-1 of the Victorian
Planning Provisions). Regulation of these activities is fully deferred to the Mineral Resources
Sustainable Development Act 1990 (MRSD Act) or the Petroleum Act 1998. Unconventional
gas development/extraction requires either a Planning Permit, or alternatively an
Environmental Effects Statement (under the Environment Effects Act 1978), enabling more
thorough assessment and management of risks.
Exploration and other activities do not require a planning permit, yet they can still pose
significant risks to water resources, as their scope includes many of the same activities that
occur at the development/extraction phase, only at a smaller/test scale. Management of the
associated risks is reliant on works plan processes under the MRSD Act and Petroleum Act.

