Gas submission 326

Submission on behalf of Gasﬁeld Free Seaspray.
Please accept and acknowledge that this submission is wri6en and presented
on behalf of a community and not an individual. It is submi6ed on behalf of,
and with input from, the people of Seaspray, The Honeysuckles and Giﬀard ,
including those who do not have the capacity or ability to use the internet
( many areas do not have reliable coverage) and those who want to voice their
opinion but lack the conﬁdence or means to do so.
As a community under direct threat from an impending unconvenFonal gas
development we wish to state our opposiFon to this industry in our area and
our ongoing commitment to do what ever it takes to keep Seaspray &
surrounds Gasﬁeld Free unFl there is a permanent ban on all onshore gas
extracFon in Victoria.
We are a small coastal town situated on the Ninety Mile Beach at the western
reaches of the vast Gippsland Lakes system. In summer months we provide, a
historically popular, desFnaFon for thousands of holiday makers. We have a
populaFon of 300 people many of whom are reFrees seeking the peace &
quiet of our beauFful coastal community.
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Surrounding the township is a highly producFve and thriving farming
community consisFng of sheep, ca6le, cropping and vegetable growing.

Seaspray has two unconvenFonal gas mining exploraFon licences covering the
enFre township and surrounds; Lakes Oil for Fght gas and Ignite Energy for
coal seam gas.
In 2013 we became aware of the fact that Lakes Oil was intending to expand
and develop their exisFng gas ﬁelds. This prompted a number of locals to
invesFgate the implicaFons this may have for our community. On researching
informaFon that at the Fme was mainly coming out of America and
Queensland we became increasingly concerned at the potenFal impacts this

2

Gas submission 326

industry was having on waterways, air quality, livelihoods and lifestyles
interstate and overseas .
This prompted us to call a community meeFng in May 2013 (a6ended by 180
local residents and farmers) with expert speakers Dr Gavin Mudd (Monash
University) who outlined the risk to our waterways. Dr Merryn Redenbach
(Doctors for the Environment) who spoke about risks to human health and
Felicity Millner (Environment Defenders Oﬃce) who spoke to us about our land
rights as property owners if we choose to say no to approching mining
companies.
The decision was made to ascertain the level of community opposiFon and to
this end we carried out a community survey. A resounding 98% of those
surveyed conﬁrmed they did not want gasﬁelds in the Seaspray or surrounding
areas.
On the 28th July 2013 we celebrated our community’s support with a
declaraFon day and people came from all over Gippsland to join in the
formaFon of a human sign. Over 650 people came to help us send a strong
message and create this human sign below.

This has led to our commi6ed and focused campaign of providing informaFon
via community meeFngs, engaging the community in discussion via the media
and empowering the community to have the conﬁdence to take a stand.
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We were overwhelmed with support from across Victoria and we began to
realise that this was an unprecedented issue of huge concern to a growing
number of Australians.
We have regular community meeFngs at 6 week intervals and the fact that we
have 30 to 50 people consistently a6end each of these meeFngs is testament
to the ongoing concern felt by our small united community.

We have become part of the Australia wide Lock the Gate movement , a grass
roots movement , of ordinary people who have taken Fme out from their lives
to educate, inform and empower themselves and others in their community
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The above photos were taken during one of the trips locals from Seaspray
made to the gasﬁelds in Queensland. The impacts were clear and obvious.
Another concern we have is that we are a much more densely populated area
so the impact down here would be mulFplied.

We have invited guest speakers to talk to us about nonviolent direct acFon and
many of our group have taken a pledge to blockade any mining acFvity thereby
risking arrest.

We have a commitment, well supported from all over Victoria, to blockade any
development in the future and to this end have researched and put in place
strategy’s to implement a blockade sight comparable to that seen in Bentley.
Members of our community travelled to Bentley to observe and learn from
their highly successful blockade.
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We have given a tradiFonally reFcent farming community a voice and a say in
the future of their environment, lifestyle and livelihood.
However our overriding accomplishment is our ability to help and support each
other as we face the unrelenFng stress and uncertainty of having all that we
hold precious put at risk.
We have an overwhelming grief in our community as generaFonal farmers
face the uncertainty of a future in an industrialised environment, their
properFes devalued and unable to develop their business plans for future
expansion. The prospect of leaving a long held family farm and life’s work is
heart wrenching and has led to extremes of depression and feelings of
hopelessness.
The Honeysuckles, as well as holiday homes, is the permanent home for a large
number of reFrees who are faced with prospect of devalued homes and the
ﬁnancial inability to relocate in the future. To be in a situaFon that is beyond
their control has caused unrelenFng worry and heartache.
We have holiday makers who own homes, camp or caravan in our idyllic
seaside town, the need for accessible areas for recreaFon is oeen overlooked
as a basic contributor to wellbeing. Seaspray has saFsﬁed this need for
generaFons, with a huge percentage of people from the industrialised Latrobe
Valley swelling our holiday populaFon.
There is underlying overriding grief felt by our community as we contemplate
what the future may hold for our children. We grieve not only for our
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community but future generaFons faced with the legacy of our drive for
ﬁnancial gain at any cost.
The hopelessness we feel in the face of huge mining companies keeps us
awake at night and overshadows all aspects of our life. We have been dragged
away from our families, our businesses, our work and our lifestyles as we
grapple with the implicaFons this industry has for us.
We also share an underlying anger at the lack of consultaFon, respect and
empathy shown to our community. We are angry that in the early days we
were patronised by our poliFcians who downplayed the potenFal extent of the
industry. (Peter Ryan told us “don’t worry it probably won’t happen”). We
were dismissed and patronised by industry representaFves who guaranteed us
(even on naFonal television) that the industry was 100 per cent safe.

We are angry that in past years farmers were seduced by the industry, with
promises of water bores and ﬁnancial gain to allow access to their farms and
have been lee feeling guilty about the impacts this has had on their neighbours
and future implicaFons for their families.
We are angry that Alex Arbethno6 , VFF spokesperson conFnues to canvas
local farmers and encourages them to allow access to mining companies.
We were told lies by the industry as they sought to downplay our concerns
about the fracking that took place in the past. Our concern regarding produced
water was dismissed with the claim that no water was produced when a
promoFonal video clearly showed this was untrue.
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We are very worried that Farrels Swamp a large area of shallow water over
peat is now dry, due to subsidence, and poses a massive ﬁre risk from any
ﬂaring of nearby wells on the Wombat Field. We have witnessed the potenFal
for ﬂaring to cause a bushﬁre in 2012 when our local CFA volunteers were
called to put out an, out of control, inferno resulFng from ﬂaring of Wombat
2. The recent Morwell mine ﬁres have shown us the potenFal danger and
inability to control a ﬁre fuelled by coal or peat.

We share a universal sadness and anger that our lives have been put on hold
for the past three years as we conFnually and unrelenFngly ﬁght for our basic
human right to fresh air, clean water and the ability to earn our living and
enjoy our lifestyle, free from the threat of an industry based on ﬁnancial gain
at any cost.
We are angry at the hours, days, weeks we have spent pouring over
documents, scienFﬁc reports, and data trying to glean any informaFon that
may prove our fears groundless.
The health impacts we have observed amongst our community, a6ributable to
the anxiety we face, range from depression, anxiety a6acks, suicidal thoughts,
insomnia, severe stress resulFng in chest pain and hospitalisaFon , stroke and
overwhelming Fredness.
“The rapid transformaFon of rural communiFes into industrialised gas ﬁelds
introduces complex social, psychological and environmental stresses that can
undermine health. The CSG experience is not necessarily stressful in itself -‐
people who proﬁt from gas mining oeen consider it a good thing. People who
feel threatened by, or who suﬀer losses or injuries as a result of gas mining are
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most at risk of developing symptoms of emoFonal distress.” Dr Wayne
Somerville
A Report on the Health Impacts of CSG and Shale Gas Mining & CSG Health Checklists by Dr Wayne
Somerville B.A.(Hons.), M.Clin.Psych., D.Psy. Clinical Psychologist. www.creeksbend.com/csg

The ability to share these emoFons with others in our community in an
accepFng and encompassing environment has been instrumental in many
ﬁnding the strength to be proacFve and challenge the rights of mining
companies to dictate what happens in our community.

In a quest to educate and inform themselves local community members have
made the trip to Queensland and the Northern Rivers to see evidence of the
impacts felt by rural communiFes and towns for themselves. They have
returned with their convicFon that there is no place in Victoria for this industry
aﬃrmed. It is simply inconceivable that the densely populated, small acreage,
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farmland of Victoria could co-‐exist with unconvenFonal gas on any level.

As a community we take great pride in the fact that we have been able to
share our knowledge and skills with other Gippsland communiFes. We have
addressed meeFngs, engaged with media on all levels and travelled the length
of Gippsland to advise others and share our experiences.
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We have stepped out of our” rural “comfort zones and marched through the
streets of Melbourne to take our message to the city.

We have blocked access to Lakes Oil execs to the Wombat 1 well in 2013,
following an aeer dark le6er drop to inform us of de watering to be carried out
the next morning. Please note, Wombat 1 well is on a ﬂood plain upstream
from the towns water supply. The noise like jet engines, the constant glow in
the sky conﬁrmed to all that life in a gasﬁeld would be unbearable.

In Feb 2014 Lakes Oil a6empted to begin horizontal drilling in an a6empt to
bypass the moratorium. They sent in road construcFon workers in an arrogant
display of their convicFon that they were able to override the moratorium.

13

Gas submission 326

At this stage our community came to the conclusion that Lakes Oil would go to
any length to begin drilling, as a consequence we set up a campsite and
prepared to block access to anyone a6empFng to enter the Wombat ﬁeld.
Support and oﬀers to stand with us came from across Victoria, NSW and even
Queensland and we felt our small group would be host to hundreds of others.

We know this industry poses a very real threat to us we live in the shadow of
the oﬀshore gas condiFoning plant at Longford We know that accidents
happen and lives are lost and put at risk as evidenced by the explosion in 1998.
We know that local residents are universally ignored and treated with
disrespect by big mining companies, as we are forced to breathe the toxic
smoke that envelopes us regularly for days at a Fme. Causing headaches and
breathing discomfort.
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We know that wells fail as evidenced by oﬀshore oil well leaks contaminaFng
our beach.
We know no amount of compensaFon can ease the pain of being forced oﬀ
your farm due to contaminaFon.
We have watched as people we know and love have developed cancers related
to breathing benzene.
We know all the above because we live it. We know that there is insuﬃcient
regulaFon and monitoring of the exisFng industry to protect our health, our
calls to the EPA are not followed up or acknowledged.
To get a be6er understanding please refer to web site below for conﬁrmaFon
and documentaFon.
h6p://www.communityovermining.org/
For that reason alone the prospect of further onshore development of the gas
industry in our community is abhorrent.
We are very concerned that land holders are not and have not been informed
of potenFal risks as disclosed by Lakes Oil in their risk analysis for shareholders
they are not truthful to locals when they assert there is no risk.
See below as supplied by Community over Mining
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LAKES OIL NL
ABN 62 004 247 214 LISTED UNSECURED CONVERTING NOTES 10%
INTEREST PER ANNUM RIGHTS ISSUE PROSPECTUS
2. (g) Operating Risk: Industry operating risks include the risk of fire,
explosions, blow-outs, pipe failure, abnormally pressured formations and
environmental hazards such as accidental spills or leakage of petroleum
liquids, gas leaks, ruptures or discharges of toxic gasses, the occurrence
of any of which could result in substantial losses to Lakes Oil due to injury
or loss of life, severe damage to, or destruction of property, natural
resources and equipment, pollution or other environmental damage,
cleanup responsibilities, regulatory investigation and penalties and
suspension of operations, the occurrence of any of which could result in
substantial losses to Lakes Oil. Damages occurring as a result of such
risks may give rise to claims against Lakes Oil.
The occurrence of an event that is not covered, or fully covered, by
insurance could have a material adverse effect on the business, financial
condition and results of operations of Lakes Oil. http://www.asx.com.au/
asxpdf/20121023/pdf/429kzh03vm3gl3.pdf
- to Landholders
When it comes to disclosing risks, drilling companies clearly have a double
standard: Shareholders are warned, but many landowners are not. This
means that thousands of landowners may be signing legally-binding
contracts without understanding that their property, their health, their
finances and their communities could suffer serious harm. As the rush to
exploit new gas and oil deposits continues, public officials have a duty to
bring an end to this pattern of deception. Disclosure of risks to
Landholders by State governments, which have jurisdiction over ONG and
oil drilling, should require full disclosure of drilling risks to landowners.
Risks should be stated conspicuously that their property, their health,
their finances and their communities could suffer serious harm.
Disclosures should state plainly that property covered by a License might
violate the terms of a current mortgage or make it impossible to secure a
mortgage, refinance or secure insurance on the property in the future.
www.ewg.org/sites/default/files/report/Drilling_Doublespeak.pdf
We are worried that the Wombat Field sits alongside Merrimans Creek the
source of our town’s water supply, on sandy soil that provides an excellent
conduit for all groundwater to flow directly into the creek. Wombat 1 is
500mts from the creek, upstream from the drawing point for the town’s
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water. In both 1993 and 1995 this area was completely inundated with a
fast flowing flood.
The possibility for contamination to our town water, and our underground
aquifers caused by spills, floods or via faults, cracks or seismic activity is
of huge concern for us. We are yet to see evidence that Southern Rural
Water or any other water authority has the capacity to monitor or
regulate the industry to guarantee water safety.

We are located at the very top of the Gippsland Lakes on the shores of
Lake Reeves the fact that aerial photos of gullies and land formation have
proved to us that much of the runoff from proposed gasfields would find
its way into the lake system.
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We have little faith in the ability of mining companies to treat our
environment with respect as evidenced by the state of existing wells in
our area. Photos are testament to open ponds lined with torn plastic
(once holding toxic waste water) still proving to be a death trap for
wildlife. Corroded well heads in various states of decay and neglect all
cause great concern and raise the question “if they cannot maintain and
monitor above ground infrastructure what is happening below ground?”
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We are concerned that our local country roads are unsustainable for the
vast numbers of trucks and equipment involved in this industry. We hold a
fear for our locals who will be forced to share the roads with huge
numbers vehicles. We feel that it is unfair for ratepayers to subsidize
industry in the form of maintaining and renewing roadways.

Comments on the terms of reference in rela0on to our community in the Seaspray district.

1 The prospec0vity of Victoria’s geology for commercial sources of onshore gas.
As a community we have recently begun to invesFgate the possibility of
renewable energy for our township and surrounds, we are in a sunny, windy
coastal region that opens the possibility for a range of renewable energy
sources.

19

Gas submission 326

We see this as a sustainable way of decreasing energy costs, providing jobs for
locals, income for farmers and creaFng energy for our community and beyond.
When it is clearly evident that we are already subject to the impacts of climate
change why would we risk communiFes, farmland, and the future wellbeing of
our populaFon by increasing our dependence upon fossil fuels, for the short
term gain of royalFes for our Government and wealth for mulFnaFonal mining
companies.
2 environmental, land produc0vity and public health risks, risk mi0ga0on and
residual risk.
The risks to public health already in evidence in our community have been laid
out in our introducFon. We have concerns that immediate impacts felt by us
already may only be the Fp of the ice berg if further development was to take
place. It would be inconceivable that any Government when in possession of
clear medical evidence of inherent risks would allow the populaFon to be
subjected to these risks on such a grand scale. Examples of slow and
inadequate response from companies and Governments in such cases as
asbestos, Fiskeville even the recent mine ﬁre in Morwell fuel our lack of trust
in the ability of Governments to monitor and regulate large industry.
3 co existence with exis0ng land and water uses
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We have seen no evidence what so ever that co-‐existence is a viable possibility
in the densely populated agricultural regions of Victoria. We have had
examples of farmers with capped unproducFve wells on their farms being held
up to us shining examples of co-‐existence (a quick google of these farmers in
most cases reveals a close associaFon with the industry). We are yet to see
anywhere evidence of a farm co exisFng with a fully producFve gasﬁeld.
The prospect of small rural communiFes like Seaspray and The Honeysuckles
being able to maintain their exisFng way of life is non existent.
The legal right of farmers to veto mining access does not at all address the
posiFon that neighbours will be placed in if access is given. At the very least
mining access into any locaFon needs to be a community decision, social
licence needs to be sought and given.
The prospect of small rural communiFes like Seaspray and The Honeysuckles
being able to maintain their exisFng way of life is non-‐existent.

4 the ability of unconven0onal gas contribu0ng to the states energy resources.
As a community we feel strongly that the risks far outweigh the beneﬁts for
Victoria.
We are yet to see proof from anywhere in the world that the industry is safe
and encourage the Government to begin the transiFon to renewable energy in
a more commi6ed and focused way.
In conclusion we thank you for accepFng and taking the Fme to read our
submission. Please acknowledge that the community represented by Gasﬁeld
Free Seaspray is commi6ed to oppose all unconvenFonal gas in Victoria unFl
such Fme that a complete ban is imposed.
Kerrin Schelpout on behalf of Gasﬁeld Free Seaspray
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