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To the Legislative Council’s Environment and Planning Committee
Re: Inquiry into
Should there be an onshore unconventional gas industry in Victoria?
Please find my thoughts on this matter :
Denyse Menzies

To whom it may concern
My family and I moved in to the beautiful area of Mirboo North over 30 years ago, we were
attracted by the reliable high rainfall, picturesque views and rural lifestyle. Finding myself on my
own 5 years ago I downsized to a smaller property of about 7 acres in Mardan about 10 kilometres
from Mirboo North, just enough land for myself 3 horses and 2 dogs. I run a small business from
home, so I spend a large portion of my week here. This area is under Exploration licence for CSG,
over the past few years I have gained a good understanding and insight into this industry. The
scientific concepts associated with these practices are vast and complex. I am fortunate to have a
Bachelor of Agricultural Science from Melbourne University, and I feel I have an adequate
understanding of the science.
If this industry were allowed to go ahead, assuming adequate yields of gas ,I would not want to live
here ,although I can make a stand not to have the industry on my property, my neighbour has a large
farm and I cannot prevent him from accepting possibly lucrative offers from resource companies. If
this were to happen I would find my situation untenable with little way to escape, most people do
not want to by property in the middle of a gas field, the property would be devalued up to 20% and I
would be lucky to sell it; even the resource companies are loathe to purchase land for CSG industry
preferring to just lease it , minimal repatriation is required as all the damage is out of eyesight.

I DO NOT WANT TO LIVE IN THE MIDDLE OF AN INDUSTRIALIZED GASFIELD
I will briefly list my concerns with this industry which I am sure has been covered in many
submissions:
•
•
•
•

•

Massive consumption of water
Production of enormous quantities of polluted coproduced water
Possible contamination of aquifers, soil , air and water ways
Methane emissions from the drilling and/or fracking process from gas wells, migration into
the soil and surrounding water reserves and leaks from well heads and gas pipe lines,
processing plant etc.
Increase in seismic activity if fracking techniques were employed

