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Dear Committee members
I am a retired medical scientist who owns property on the Surf Coast in Victoria. I am concerned about the health
impacts, climate impacts and water and food security issues raised by unconventional gas mining.
I do not support any form of unconventional gas mining (including coal seam gas, tight gas, shale gas & underground
coal gasification).
I do not believe this industry has a social licence to operate in my area and that I will never support it, no matter the
potential regulations put in place.
I recommend that Victoria ban all unconventional gas drilling permanently (and the benefits of a total ban e.g. giving
certainty to existing industry (agriculture & tourism), making Victoria a more attractive place for investments in
these industries plus new investments such as renewables. This will create more long term jobs in sustainable
industries.
Terms of Reference:
1. the prospectivity of Victoria’s geology for commercial sources of onshore unconventional gas;
Why would we put at risk water, farmland, community health, food security, environment and jobs in other sectors
such as agriculture & tourism for little or no financial gain?
2. the environmental, land productivity and public health risks, risk mitigations and residual risks of onshore
unconventional gas activities
I have followed closely the experiences of those in the US and Queensland (I grew up in Brisbane and have family
scattered all over Queensland) and believe that the impacts felt in QLD would be even worse here due to our more
densely populated region.
3. the coexistence of onshore unconventional gas activities with existing land and water uses
A key issue relating to this industry is the question of its likely impacts on agricultural production and domestic and
export market requirements.
Figures from local council and government websites show what our existing industries (agriculture in particular) are
worth to the State’s economy and their potential for growth. This is put in jeopardy if unconventional gas mining
goes ahead.
(b) the legal rights of property owners and the impact on property values
I would definitely refuse to allow access to my property for exploration or mining and would fight this with all the
resources I could muster.
(c) any implications for local and regional development, investment and jobs
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