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New York issued its long-awaited environmental assessment of fracking Wednesday detailing a wide range
of health and climate concerns that underpinned Governor Andrew Cuomo's decision last December to
impose a statewide ban on the practice. High-volume hydraulic fracturing "raises new, significant, adverse
impacts not studied" in the state's last major analysis of oil and gas development in 1992, the 2,000-page
report concludes. The negative effects that fracking could bring to the state include:
— Air impacts that could affect respiratory health due to increased levels of particulate matter, diesel
exhaust or volatile organic chemicals.
— Climate change impacts due to methane and other volatile organic chemical released into the
atmosphere.
— Drinking water impacts from underground migration of methane and/or fracturing fluid chemicals
associated with faulty well construction or seismic activity.
— Surface spills potentially resulting in soil, groundwater and surface water contamination.
— Surface water contamination resulting from inadequate wastewater treatment.
— Earthquakes and creation of fissures induced during the hydraulic fracturing stage.
— Community impacts such as increased vehicle traffic, road damage, noise, odor complaints,and
increased local demand for housing and medical care.

And in NSW,
The NSW government will buy back and cancel the massive coal seam gas exploration licence.
http://www.nature.org.au/news/2015/07/government-acknowledges-risks-of-csg-in-water-catchments-bycancelling-pel-2/

The government’s announcement that it will buy back and cancel the massive coal seam gas exploration
licence that covers almost 7000 square kilometres from the Illawarra, through Sydney’s water catchment,
north to the Central Coast.

Also in Tasmania,

http://www.abc.net.au/news/2015-02-26/fracking-banned-for-five-years-by-tasmanian-government/6265378

And in Texas methane emissions are much higher than estimated
http://insideclimatenews.org/news/08072015/methane-emissions-texas-fracking-region-50-higher-epaestimates-oil-gas-drilling-barnett-shale-environmental-defense-fund

And in the UK the gas price plunge has made fracking unprofitable:http://energydesk.greenpeace.org/2015/01/08/gas-price-plunge-made-uk-fracking-unprofitable/
Whilst in Albania damage has been recorded by a Canadian firm, Bankers Petroleum:‐
http://www.nofrackingway.us/2015/04/12/another-frack-mess-200-evacuated-nearly-70-homes-damaged-inalbania-when-volcanoes-of-gas-mud-chemicals-and-water-erupts-during-drilling/
Maybe a guarantee fund would need to be established if this were to go ahead to in order to protect the
environment and the local communities when things go wrong.
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It would appear that there are many reasons that this form of mining is just not worth the risk and they are
backed up by many long term studies overseas. This is especially relevant when the use of fossil fuels is
declining and renewables are on the increase.
The evidence is already here!
Unconventional Gas mining is not acceptable - to the farmers, to the domestic consumers and to the
overseas markets.
Sincerely,
Ruth Caluzzi
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