Gas Submission 1038

Our beautiful Gippsland is well‐worth preserving. We are justifiably proud of our reputation as the food bowl of
Victoria, producing more than 23% of Australia’s milk. Due to its extensive farmland and reliable rainfall, it boasts
other significant agricultural industries: prime beef, olive, wine and potatoes, to name a few. In this time of
increasing periods of drought which have devastated food‐producing areas elsewhere, we cannot afford to lose our
prime agricultural lands to mining. We need to avoid a reliance on imported foods.
Tourism is a vital part of this area’s economy. UCG mining would industrialise our beautiful landscape, which would
have a dramatic impact on tourism. We do not want our landscape marred by drill pads, 24‐hour access roads with
trucks roaring through. We do not want our farmlands and our bush destroyed for this short‐term gas grab. If the
mining companies’ proposals were allowed to go ahead, the decimation of our farmlands and bush would be
irreversible. Consider the loss of wildlife. Who would compensate the residents suffering from solastalgia
(environmentally‐induced stress)?
Unconventional gas mining has the potential to significantly reduce property values.
Over 60 Victorian communities have declared themselves coal and gasfield free. The UCG industry has no social
licence in these regions.
To promote the unconventional gas industry is extremely short‐sighted. It benefits the mining companies at the
expense of the communities of Australia. To suggest that UCG extraction will benefit the domestic market is
ludicrous: the majority of the gas will be exported and our gas prices linked to the global markets, causing our prices
to skyrocket. There is already enough gas available from offshore sources to fill our interim domestic needs.
Provisions for storing gas should be considered. Funding for renewable energy research would be a much more
logical solution.
The Gas Market Taskforce was heavily biased toward people who would gain from the advancement of the
unconventional gas industry. There was very little community consultation. Peter Reith made a very brief
appearance at a Lock the Gate information session I attended at Mirboo North in 2013. He did not have the
courtesy to stay to listen to more than one speaker, and certainly did not stay long enough to consult with
members of the community.
I have attended many information sessions, including a community consultation session in Warragul in 2014, and I
feel very distressed by the prospect of the advancement of the UCG industries in Victoria. I was not reassured when
a representative told me that the gas drills (in Queensland) blend in with the landscape: ‘they are painted green’!
There are numerous heartbreaking examples of first‐hand experiences of the devastation of communities in
Queensland and New South Wales. We must not allow those industries here. Overseas, places such as New York
State, have banned fracking.

Unconventional gas industries have no place in Gippsland; indeed they are not welcome in
Australia.
Please consider the future of the environment, the wildlife and the health of our communities and of future
generations. I urge you to recommend a permanent ban on all onshore unconventional gas drilling.

Yours faithfully,
Gillian Vanyai
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