INSIDE THE PARLIAMENT OF VICTORIA

ACTIVITY
WORKBOOK

NAME:
CLASS:

TO TEACHERS...
Inside the Parliament of Victoria Activity Workbook has been created as a resource for students who are:
visiting the Parliament of Victoria
receiving a Parliamentary Information Talk (PIT) from Parliament of Victoria staff
receiving a visit from a Member of Parliament.
It also stands alone as a classroom resource to help students understand how the Parliament of Victoria
works.
The workbook is designed so that teachers can select, from two sections, those single-page activities
which are relevant to student experience. Students gain knowledge of government in Victoria in the
context of Australia’s three levels of government. Investigating how Parliament makes laws and the tasks
of an MP, in the setting of Victoria’s Parliament House, will help students understand the processes of
representative democracy.

PRE-VISIT

Introductory activities to help students understand the key ideas of how Parliament works.

POST-VISIT

Follow up activities designed to expand and reinforce knowledge already gained.
The following resources supplement this workbook:

The booklet Inside the Parliament of Victoria is a Civics and Citizenship information resource for
teachers and senior students, covering Parliament in the context of the Victorian and Australian system
of government.
The DVD Inside Parliament has been produced in two versions, one for primary students with curriculum
links to Years 5 & 6, and one for secondary students with curriculum links to Years 7 to 10.
See page 20 for more information on relevance to curriculum requirements. This workbook reflects the
Civics & Citizenship learning area of the draft Australian curriculum at the time of publication.
More information about the Parliament of Victoria is available from the website:

www.parliament.vic.gov.au
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ACTIVITY ONE

PRE-VISIT

A Quiz
Here is a quiz about the Parliament of Victoria. See how many of these questions you can answer
now. Then answer them again after the visit, to see if you have increased your knowledge about
the Parliament. You could also get your family to do this quiz and see how much they know!
Who is the Premier?
What party is he/she in?
Who is the leader
of the Opposition?
Which party is he/she in?
What is a Minister?
Name three Ministers.
What is a Shadow Minister?
Name three Shadow Ministers.
What is a backbencher?
What does Parliament do?
What are the two Houses
of Parliament called?
Who are your State
Members of Parliament?
(you have 6)
What is your
STATE Electoral District?
What is your
STATE Electoral Region?
What are two important
jobs your MPs do?
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ACTIVITY TWO

What is Parliament?
1

Your teacher wants to know
where you would like to go for a
day’s outing – on a picnic, to a film,
to a skating rink, to a video game
arcade, or to a shopping centre.

Write your reasons here:

PRE-VISIT

Imagine these situations in your school. Read each, and decide how you feel about it. You can make
some notes or write your answers in the empty box alongside each situation. Then cut out and paste
the best description from the text boxes over the page.

Paste the best
description from page 4
here

She tells you that to decide she
will ask one student, and whatever
answer he/she gives is where you
will all go.

Is this a good way of making a
decision? Discuss it, and explain
your reasons.

2

The school principal wants to
know if students would rather have
uniforms or free dress.

Write your reasons here:

You have a Student Council and it
will get to make this decision for
the whole school. Each class has
a representative on this Council.
Your class representative makes
a decision on this issue without
talking to anyone else in the class.

Paste the best
description from page 4
here

Is this a good way of making a
decision? Discuss it, and explain
your reasons.

3

The school is invited to be part
of a special quiz program on TV. The
prize money that is won will be used
to improve the school’s facilities.
Only one student can compete on
the show. Every student from the
youngest to the oldest is eligible.
One name is randomly drawn out
of a hat.

Write your reasons here:

Paste the best
description from page 4
here

Is this a good way of making a
decision? Discuss it, and explain
your reasons.
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ACTIVITY TWO

PRE-VISIT

What is Parliament?
In this situation the problem
is that the class, the people,
did not get a say. One
person made the decision
for them.

These three situations all
tell us something about democracy
and our government. This is how
decisions are made which lead to laws
for the State of Victoria.

In this situation the
problem is that you have
a representative, but that
representative did not do his
or her job, which was to find
out what you wanted and

Our parliamentary
system aims to avoid the
problems in these three
situations.

then go with the majority
opinion.

Situation
In this situation the problem
is that not everybody
could have done the job
of representing the school
equally well. In a quiz show
you need the person with the
best general knowledge. The

One
Everyone gets
to have a say,
through voting

Situation

two
We elect
representatives
to put forward
what the
majority of the
voters want

Situation

three
We try to select
the best person
for the job
when we vote

school had less chance of
being successful because it
did not necessarily have the
best possible representative.

SO PARLIAMENT IS ALL ABOUT PEOPLE VOTING TO SELECT
A PERSON TO REPRESENT THEM, AND TO MAKE THE BEST
DECISIONS AND LAWS FOR THEM.

Voters elect people to represent
them in Parliament

4

These elected representatives sit
in Parliament to make laws for all
Victorians
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ACTIVITY THREE

Queen’s Hall and The Vestibule
the Vestibule

is just inside the front
door of Parliament
House.

PRE-VISIT

The room called

Queen’s Hall

is the very large room
further inside.

1

Complete the missing words here (a synonym for

Look at the motto in the Vestibule.
some of the missing words is included in brackets to help you):

“WHERE NO__ __ __ __ __ __ __ [ADVICE] IS, THE PEOPLE __ __ __ __, BUT IN THE
__ __ __ __ __ __ __ __ __ [MANY] OF COUNSELLORS THERE IS __ __ __ __ __ __.”

2

What do you think this motto means?

Tick one of these:

Advisors need to be careful about what they tell people to do
If there are too many advisors people will be confused and
will not be able to decide
When there are A NUMBER OF people giving advice then better
decisions will be made

3

There is a large statue in Queen’s Hall.

Who is it?
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ACTIVITY FOUR

PRE-VISIT

Meet Your MPs
Members
of Parliament have
two main jobs:

There are two Houses of Parliament:

1 They represent their constituents

• The Upper House, or Legislative Council; and
• The Lower House, or Legislative Assembly.

2 They make laws for the benefit of

There are Members of Parliament who represent you
in both of these places.

(the people who live in an area
called the electorate); and

the whole state.

FIND YOUR MPs!

There
are two main
ways they do this

Visit www.parliament.vic.gov.au/electorates/

1 They sit in Parliament,
debate laws
and ask questions; and

Under ‘Search by Suburb/Postcode’,
type in your suburb or postcode.
Click ‘Search’

2 They help people in the
community from their
electorates.

My Member of the

Complete the details in the boxes on this
page and on the next page.

Legislative Assembly for the Electoral District of

is:

NAME:

PASTE
PICTURE
HERE
(e.g from website)

My Members of the

He/she is a member of the

He/she is in the

Australian Labor Party
Liberal Party
The Nationals
The Greens
or is
an Independent

	Government
Opposition
and is a
Minister
Shadow Minister
Backbencher
Presiding Officer

Legislative Council for the Electoral Region of

NAME:

He/she is a member of the

PASTE
PICTURE
HERE
(e.g from website)

6

Australian Labor Party
Liberal Party
The Nationals
The Greens
Shooters & Fishers Party
Australian Sex Party
Democratic Labor Party
Vote 1 Local Jobs
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are:
He/she is in the
Government
Opposition
and is a
Minister
Shadow Minister
Backbencher
Presiding Officer

ACTIVITY FOUR

Meet Your MPs
He/she is a member of the
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He/she is in the
Government
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PRE-VISIT

NAME:

He/she is in the
Government
Opposition
and is a
Minister
Shadow Minister
Backbencher
Presiding Officer

He/she is in the
Government
Opposition
and is a
Minister
Shadow Minister
Backbencher
Presiding Officer

He/she is in the
Government
Opposition
and is a
Minister
Shadow Minister
Backbencher
Presiding Officer
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ACTIVITY FOUR

PRE-VISIT

Meet Your MPs

8

Do you recognise your local Members? Have you seen any of them before? If so,
where? (For example, it might be at your school, or on TV, or in your local area.)
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ACTIVITY FIVE

Electorates
green.

Why
have we asked you
to use this colour?

Metropolitan
Districts

PRE-VISIT

Here (on pages 9-11) are maps of the State Electoral Districts. Voters elect one Member of Parliament
to the Legislative Assembly for each District. Find the District where your school is located and colour it

Look
on pages 10 and 11
for detailed rural/regional and
peninsula maps
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ACTIVITY FIVE

PRE-VISIT

Electorates

10

Regional/Rural
Districts
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ACTIVITY FIVE

Electorates
PRE-VISIT

Peninsula Districts

You can find out more about electorates and voting at
www.vec.vic.gov.au
You can get posters of these maps from the Parliament
of Victoria - ask your teacher!
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ACTIVITY FIVE

PRE-VISIT

Electorates
Here is a map of the State metropolitan Electoral Regions. Voters elect five Members of
Parliament to the Legislative Council for each Region. Find the Region where your school is

and colour it RED.

Why
have we asked you
to use this colour?

Metropolitan
Regions

The
rest of Victoria
is on the next
page

12
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ACTIVITY FIVE

Electorates
PRE-VISIT

Regional/Rural
Regions
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PRE-VISIT

ACTIVITY SIX

1

What Does An MP Do?
Look at this list of some of the things that a typical Member of Parliament does during the week.
Decide if each job is to be done in Parliament (P), or the electorate (E). Two examples have been done
to help you.

E Address the annual general meeting of the hospital board
		

Ask a question of the Premier during Question Time in Parliament

		

Attend local festivals

		

Attend the electorate office to help constituents

		Go to a local branch meeting of a political party
		

Help out at a citizenship ceremony

		

Make a speech supporting a bill that has been introduced by the Minister

		

Open a new library at the local secondary school

P Present a petition from local constituents asking for improvement in rural bus services
		

Sit on a Parliamentary Committee

		
		

Take part in a meeting of all parliamentary party members about the bills that will be
introduced into Parliament this session

		

Talk to local groups

		

Visit the local primary school and talk to students

2 From the information in Question 1, decide if this person....
...is a Minister, a Shadow Minister

or a backbencher

...is a member of a party

or an independent

...represents a city or country area

3

Many Members of Parliament are members
of committees. These are regular meetings
of a set group of MPs from all parties to look
at particular issues.

4

Would you like to be a Member of Parliament? Why?

Why do you think Parliament might have these
special committees?

14

INSIDE THE PARLIAMENT OF VICTORIA ACTIVITY WORKBOOK

ACTIVITY SEVEN

Three Levels of Government
PRE-VISIT

There are three levels of government in Australia:

		COMMONWEALTH or FEDERAL – for laws that apply to all Australia
		STATE – for laws that apply only to a State or Territory
LOCAL – for laws that apply only to a local area
		

Below are some examples of the areas of law made by each of the three levels of government

Decide which area is the responsibility of each level, and write the correct heading
(LOCAL GOVERNMENT POWERS, STATE GOVERNMENT POWERS, or FEDERAL GOVERNMENT POWERS)
under each.

STOP
STREET SIGNS AND
TRAFFIC SIGNALS

4+5
=?

verb
noun
adverb
SCHOOLS
EMPLOYMENT

VIC 000

CUSTOMS AND QUARANTINE

VICTORIA - THE PLACE TO BE

CAR REGISTRATION

WELCOME
TO
AUSTRALIA

LIBRARIES
IMMIGRATION

HOSPITALS

CITY

30

AIRPORTS AND AIR SAFETY
CHILDCARE CENTRES
PUBLIC TRANSPORT

IMPORTS AND EXPORTS
SPORTS GROUNDS

POLICE AND EMERGENCY SERVICES
DEFENCE

$
GARBAGE COLLECTION

ROADS

CURRENCY TELECOMMUNICATIONS POST
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ACTIVITY EIGHT

PRE-VISIT

How a Law is Made
One of the main reasons for having a Parliament is to pass laws. These are called Acts of Parliament. For
a law to be made, it has to go through both Houses of Parliament and be debated. You may have seen this
happening or had it described to you.

Here are the special steps that are needed for a law to be
passed – in drawings and in words.
1

2
2

IDEA

BILL

3
The
RAINWATER
TANK
BILL

New
homes should
have water tanks

4

BILL

5

6
FIRST
READING
SECOND
READING

BIL
L
BIL
L

THIRD
READING

BIL
L

7

9

8
LL
BI

BILL
RAINWATER TANK
ACT

TUESDAY
17TH
MARCH

APPROVED

LAW
UPPER HOUSE

16

LOWER HOUSE
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ACTIVITY EIGHT

How a Law is Made
PRE-VISIT

The drawings on the previous page showing how a law is passed are in the correct order, but the
captions for them below are not.

Photocopy and then cut out the drawings and the captions.
Position the drawings in order on a large sheet of paper.
Paste the appropriate captions below each one.
Draw arrows to show how each stage leads to the next.
The idea has to be
written in a special
form, called a bill.
If passed, the bill
becomes a law.

People have ideas
about what the
law should do. For
example, it might be
a law about speed
limits, control of dogs,
health, education,
water conservation or
transport.

When it is first
presented to one
of the Houses of
Parliament, the bill
goes through the
First Reading, which
means that the title of
the bill is announced.
(This dates back
to when many MPs
couldn’t read, and the
Clerk would read out
the details of the bill).

Then all MPs get a
copy of the bill and
can debate it. This
is called the Second
Reading.
The final stage is
the Third Reading,
where the bill
is voted on. If it
passes, it goes to
the other House.

In the other House
the same three
readings take place.

The Act now becomes
a law from a set date.

The bill has to be
passed by a majority
of the Members in
each House. When
both Houses have
agreed to it, it goes
to the Governor.

When the Governor,
as a representative of
the Queen, signs it, it
becomes an Act (law).

You
have made
your own
poster!
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ACTIVITY NINE

POST-VISIT

Reflection
Go back to the quiz at the start of this workbook. Look at your answers.

What are your answers now to these key questions?

1

What is Parliament?

2

3

Who is involved in it?

4

5

How is Parliament part of our democracy?

18

Which ones will you change?

What does the Parliament of Victoria do?

How do people get to be Members of
Parliament?
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ACTIVITY TEN

Parliament Words
See if you can find all these parliamentary words and abbreviations in this word grid.

The words are written frontwards, backwards and up and down, but there are no
diagonals.

S
E
R
J
E
A
N
T
A
T
A
R
M
S
A
E
C
A
M
G
G
P
E
E

M
P
B
L
A
C
K
R
O
D
L
E
V
E
H
A
E
O
I
O
C
B
Y
N

L
E
G
I
S
L
A
T
I
V
E
C
O
U
N
C
I
L
N
V
L
A
R
D

O
P
R
E
S
I
D
E
N
T
E
S
T
P
C
T
L
L
I
E
E
C
O
E

M
e
R
D
E
M
O
C
R
A
C
Y
E
R
I
P
M
O
S
R
R
K
N
B

L
A
W
E
M
U
C
O
M
M
I
T
T
E
E
O
H
C
T
N
K
B
R
A

C
O
T
F
B
S
P
E
A
K
E
R
T
M
E
E
P
A
E
M
S
E
E
T

F
B
I
L
L
H
O
P
P
O
S
I
T
I
O
N
O
L
R
E
L
N
V
E

P
A
R
T
Y
E
F
E
D
E
R
A
L
E
A
D
E
R
P
N
E
C
O
C

O
R
R
P
A
R
L
I
A
M
E
N
T
R
Y
N
S
T
A
T
E
H
G
M

ACT
ASSEMBLY
BACK BENCH
BILL
BLACK ROD
CLERKS
COMMITTEE
COUNCIL
DEBATE
DEMOCRACY
FEDERAL
GOVERNMENT
GOVERNOR
LAW
LEADER
LEGISLATIVE
LOCAL
MACE
MINISTER
MLC
MP
OPPOSITION
PARTY
PARLIAMENT
PREMIER
PRESIDENT
SERJEANT-AT-ARMS
SPEAKER
STATE
USHER
VOTE
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RELEVANCE TO AusVELS REQUIREMENTS
A practical understanding of
the Victorian Parliament is a
significant learning experience
for aspects of the AusVELS
curriculum in relation to Civics
and Citizenship, and can play a
part in years 6 and 9 History.
This curriculum provides
opportunities to develop
students’ knowledge and
understanding of Australia’s
representative democracy and
the key institutions, processes,
and roles people play in
Australia’s political and legal
systems.
year 4
The Year 4 curriculum
introduces students to the
purpose of local government
and the services it provides to
their community.
year 5
The Year 5 curriculum
introduces students to the
key values of Australia’s
liberal democratic system of
government, such as freedom,
equality, fairness and
justice. Students learn about
representative democracy and
voting processes in Australia.
year 6
The Year 6 curriculum
provides a study of the key
institutions of Australia’s
democratic government,
including state/territory and
federal parliaments. Students
learn how state/territory and
federal laws are made in a
parliamentary system.
The Year 6 History curriculum
moves from colonial
Australia to the development
of Australia as a nation,

20

particularly after 1900.
Students explore the factors
that led to Federation and
experiences of democracy and
citizenship over time. Students
understand the significance of
Australia’s British heritage and
the Westminster system.
year 7
The Year 7 curriculum
provides a study of the key
features of Australia’s system
of government and examines
the Australian Constitution and
how its features, principles
and values shape Australia’s
democracy.
year 8
The Year 8 curriculum provides
a study of the responsibilities
and freedoms of citizens and
how Australians can actively
participate in their democracy.
Students can also examine
what it means to be Australian
by identifying the reasons for
and influences that shape
national identity.
year 9
The Year 9 curriculum builds
students’ understanding of
Australia’s political system
and how it enables change.
Students examine the ways
political parties, interest
groups, media and individuals
influence government and
decision making processes.
The Year 9 History curriculum
focuses on the study of the
history of the making of the
modern world from 1750 to
1918 including World War I,
1914-1918, an era during
which the new Commonwealth
Parliament used the
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Parliament House of Victoria as
the seat of federal government.
year 10
The Year 10 curriculum
develops student
understanding of Australia’s
system of government through
comparison with another
system of government in the
Asian region.
Resources
The Inside the Parliament of
Victoria booklet is designed
as a reference guide to
Parliament and the Victorian
system of government for
teachers and senior students
in related courses.
The DVDs Inside Parliament
primary schools version
covering years 5 and 6, and
secondary schools version
covering years 7-10, show
students how the Victorian
Parliament works and how
they can get involved and have
their say.
A complete list of Parliament’s
print and audio visual
resources is on the Education
Zone of the Parliament
website.
TOURS OF PARLIAMENT
HOUSE
Teachers wishing to book
their students on a tour
of Parliament House or a
Parliamentary Information Talk
should contact the tour booking
office on 9651 8568.
Students can access a virtual
tour via the Parliament website.
www.parliament.vic.gov.au

