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TEACHER
NOTES
Adult Literacy and Numeracy Program
This program provides a range of activities concerned with the Parliament of Victoria
and Parliament House in Melbourne. The program has been written for adult (and
young adult) students and is also available online at www.parliament.vic.gov.au
Teachers select activities relevant to the students in their class. The activities can be
extended using other free resources:
•

the 34-page book Inside the Parliament of Victoria

•

the DVD Making the Law and From Westminster to Spring Street

•

four posters which show the Members of the Victorian Parliament and
electorate maps

The following summary will assist teachers to plan their teaching programs. Also see
the 2014 program Applied Learning (VCAL & CGEA) in the Adult Education section of
the Education Zone at www.parliament.vic.gov.au

Intended student users will often be:
• enrolled in the Certificates in General Education for Adults programs, or similar
• members of class groups in which the students work at different skill and interest

levels (even if all enrolled at one Certificate level)

• learners who respond well to hands-on activity and frequent use of visual material
• adults who have different levels of ‘life experience’ and interest in current affairs
• students whose study is intended to prepare them for employment, greater

participation in community affairs, and a readiness to engage in further study

• students in related English language programs
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Educational objectives
• Knowledge of the Parliament of Victoria
• Development of employment and study skills in literacy, numeracy, general

education, project work, online research and effective communication

Organisational setting: the program assumes that
• teachers and students prepare displays of relevant pictures as part of the

program

• other classes might use the same room and therefore resources and displays

might have to be secure yet portable

Structure of the program
Five units, with Part A and Part B. The theme of each unit is listed below.
• Part A is a condensed version to be used over the course of one half day
• Part B is a more extensive library of activities
• Each unit includes a gallery of pictures to be displayed and used by students

Alternatively, use the Summary Version comprised of a selection of activities from
each unit.
• Teachers construct their program by selecting sections relevant to their class
• The resulting program could range from a one-session overview to a detailed

study over several sessions

• A tour of Parliament House is strongly encouraged; this includes the Virtual Tour
• Teachers might also use parts of the Parliament of Victoria ESL program

Parliament of Victoria Adult Literacy & Numeracy Program
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Themes for each unit
One

Background general knowledge about parliamentary
government in Victoria and issues associated with
government
Touring Parliament House – online or by excursion
The language of parliamentary government
Values associated with the processes and the life of
parliamentary government
Management of a project with a Member of Parliament as
guest speaker

Two
Three
Four
Five

Assessment examples for CGEA
Assessment activities can be developed from any part of this program using the pictures
and text provided. Group activities at the end of each unit’s Part B can be used for more
comprehensive assessment.

Some examples (with variation according to local interpretation of ‘level of guidance’,
‘complexity’, ‘familiar and predictable contexts’ etc).

Engage with a range of texts
Students summarise the main ideas and purpose of pictures and written texts to do with:
• representation and accountability at Question Time in Parliament: refer to the Summary

Version notes or to Question A6 in Part A of Unit Three, as well as current TV news reports
and newspaper cuttings.

• names and political parties of your state Members of Parliament: refer to the Summary

Version notes in which students use pictorial/print matter and online resources to find this
information.

Create texts
Students write:
• a plan (with appropriate maps and charts, timetables and budgets) for a trip to Parliament

House – the booking, the public transport, preparation for the visit using the Parliament of
Victoria Virtual Tour (see, in particular, Unit Two of this program)

• a report and an opinion piece to do with minimum voting age in Victoria (see, in particular,

Question B12 in Part B of Unit Two)

• an argument on whether voting should be compulsory (see, in particular, Unit Four, Part A,

Question A7)
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Numeracy
Various calculation, measurement, and interpretation questions can be found in most units,
including :
• time management as required in the second half of Question A16 in Part A of  Unit Two (with

potential assessment tasks found in other exercises in the same unit)

• reading and interpreting the risk charts (and other mathematical tasks) in Question B11 in

Unit Two

Project work
Some Part B group work activities in the program can be extended to comply with various CGEA
project units/modules.

Other
Assessment in various other CGEA units/modules can be developed from the program.

VCAL & CGEA online units
A set of four online units for VCAL and CGEA is available from parliament’s website. Covering
such topics as ‘You and Your MP’, ‘An MP as Guest Speaker in Your Classroom’, ‘A Tour of
Parliament’ and ‘Lawmaking at Parliament’, these units are informative, engaging and easy to
follow. Find them at the Adult Education section of parliament’s website.

Parliament of Victoria Adult Literacy & Numeracy Program
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UNIT 1

An Introduction to Parliamentary Government

Some basic facts about government
in Australia
in Victoria
in general
Select only those questions which are relevant to students
in your current group
Several questions in Part B are similar to those in Part A
Activities vary from easy to difficult; some questions have right
(or wrong!) answers while others seek an open-ended response

Parliament of Victoria Adult Literacy & Numeracy Program

PICTURE 1

UNIT ONE GALLERY

Three levels of government in Australia
AUSTRALIA’S
THREE
LEVELS OF
GOVERNMENT
Local: town, borough,
shire, city

Scale

Nation

State

Crown
Representative

Governor-General

Governor

Law

Commonwealth/
Federal

State

Building regulations

Leader

Prime Minister

Premier

Mayor

Revenue

Taxes

Taxes
Federal grants

Rates
State & federal grants

Health

Funding
Medicare
Drug control

Public hospitals
Nursing services

Meals-on-Wheels
Garbage collection

Education

Funding
Post-secondary

Funding
Primary & secondary

Childcare

Transport

Highways
Railways
Airports
Air Safety

Railways and buses
Roads

Footpaths
Street signs

Other

Foreign Affairs
Immigration
Pensions
Post
Arts

Police
Fire Brigade
Environment

Libraries
Pets

-

What are the three levels of government?
Which level of government does which jobs?

* See also Unit One questions: A1, B1, B2, B12, B15, B21
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PICTURE 2

UNIT ONE GALLERY

The Parliament House of Victoria

In Spring Street, Melbourne – which level of government operates from here?

PICTURE 3

* See also Unit One questions: A2, A4, B13, B14, B20

There are two Chambers in the Parliament of Victoria

The Lower House, called the Legislative Assembly, has 88 Members of Parliament.
The Upper House has 40 MPs and is called the Legislative  _ _ _ _ _ _ __?
(By the way: the word ‘legislation’ means ‘laws’)

* See also Unit One questions: A3, A5, A6, A7, B4, B6, B16
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PICTURE 4

UNIT ONE GALLERY
Important issues in a democracy…

* Organising things so that one person equals one vote
* Once elected, an MP should represent all the people in the electorate
* Electorates are different in size – why?

* See also (1) the large poster (2) Unit One question B6

Parliament of Victoria Adult Literacy & Numeracy Program
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PICTURE 5

UNIT ONE GALLERY

History gives us three levels of government, but some people
want change from three levels to two levels…

PICTURE 6

How many prongs can you see – two or three?
Is government in Australia coming to a fork in the road?
How many levels of government do you think would be best – two or three? Why?

Sometimes, there is a ‘tug of war’ between the governments in Australia.
The three levels of government meet each year at COAG.

What do you think this cartoon is saying about the issue of sharing out GST money
between the states and territories?

See also Unit One question B7
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PICTURE 7

UNIT ONE GALLERY

Members of Victoria’s Parliament
in the chamber of the Legislative Assembly (Lower House)

Is this the chamber where you will always find the Premier?

PICTURE 8

See also Unit One questions A10, A11

Parliamentary government in Victoria: a democratic system

But most people say that ‘democracy’ began in Athens, Greece, 2000+ years ago…
…when women could not vote, and slaves could not vote! So, what is democracy?

See also Unit One questions A8, B8

Parliament of Victoria Adult Literacy & Numeracy Program
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PICTURE 9

UNIT ONE GALLERY
Issue: Women’s rights in a democracy

This 1887 cartoon from the Melbourne Punch suggests that many men still
thought that a ‘woman’s place was in the home’. But things did change.
Use this cartoon to decide in which year the law was changed to allow women
to stand for election in Victoria?
1856 [ ] or

1924 [ ]

Next, look at Unit One Questions A8, A9 & B9 and find out:
When did women get the legal right to vote in Victorian elections?
1856 [ ] or

1908 [ ]

For further information on this topic, go to page 33 of the booklet
‘Inside the Parliament of Victoria’.
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UNIT ONE PART A

Reading the pictures

The first five questions ask you to look at four pictures in the Unit One Gallery

Question A1

Picture 1 shows three levels of government in Australia. Identify which level of
government is responsible for the police, the public hospitals and the fire brigade
(even if some of the money to pay for these services comes from somewhere
else).

Question A2

Picture 2 shows a major public building in Spring Street, Melbourne.
What is this building?
Is there also a Court of Law in this building? If not, why not? And how is your
answer connected to the idea of the separation of powers?

Question A3

Look at Picture 3 and also read the clues below to answer the questions.

Clue bicycle has two wheels.
			A
One: bicentenary is a two-hundredth anniversary.
			A
If we say that the Victorian Parliament is a bicameral system, what does this
word ‘bicameral’ tell us? Choose one answer from the three options below:
The word ‘bicameral’ tells us that the Parliament of Victoria has
					one
					two
					three
					Houses of elected MPs
Parliament of Victoria Adult Literacy & Numeracy Program
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Clue in England, in Australia, and in Victoria, green carpet is used
Two: in the Lower House and red carpet is used in the Upper House.
Fill in the gaps below with the correct words from the list below. Don’t forget
to get help from Picture 3.
		

Upper House
Legislative Assembly
Red

Which colour:
red or green?

Lower House
Legislative Council
Green

Is this colour used in
the Lower House or in
the Upper House?

What is the proper name:
the Legislative Council or
the Legislative Assembly?

Question A4 Numeracy

Look again at Picture 2. This building celebrated 150 years of operation in 2006.
In which year did the people of Victoria declare that this Parliament House
building was open for business?

Question A5

Look carefully at Picture 4, which shows how Victoria is divided into electorates
for the Lower House and the Upper House. You can also look at the large poster
of Victorian electorates (order a free set of posters from parliament).
Fill in the gaps with the best choice of words:

a Which is bigger in area, an Electoral District or an Electoral Region? _________
b There are 88 Electoral _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ (Electoral Regions / Electoral Districts)
in the Legislative Assembly.

Wildcard question: Who is your MP in the Legislative Assembly?
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UNIT ONE PART A

Reading the pictures…and a
book
The next three questions relate to the same four pictures but also
require students to read some information from the 34-page booklet
Inside the Parliament of Victoria.

Question A6

Some of the language in this paragraph is difficult and it might be necessary to
find someone to provide help in reading it. If so, listen carefully and then answer
the question which follows about the different responsibilities of the Legislative
Assembly and the Legislative Council.

“

Most bills originate in the Legislative Assembly,
while the Legislative Council acts as a house of
review, providing the opportunity for Parliament to
consider them again. The Council may initiate any
legislation other than finance bills …. The Council
no longer has the power to reject appropriation bills,
i.e. those authorising the spending of money by
the Government to provide its regular services and
cover ongoing operating expenses.
Inside the Parliament of Victoria, Page 14

“

Parliament of Victoria Adult Literacy & Numeracy Program
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UNIT ONE PART A
Indicate whether each of the following three statements is True or False (T or F):

a Either house in the Parliament of Victoria can propose a finance bill

						T		F

b In Victoria, most bills start in the house with the green carpet
						T		F

c The Upper House can stop bills which pay for the day-to-day services of

		

government
						T		F

Question A7 Where is the Premier?

“

All Government Ministers are Members of
Parliament, and can come from either House, with
the exception of the Premier, who must come from
the Legislative Assembly.
Inside the Parliament of Victoria, Page 4

Now answer the following True or False question:

“

The Premier of Victoria can be an MP in the Legislative Assembly or Council
					True 			False
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UNIT ONE PART A

Question A8 Votes for women – but when...

“

a

There is an imbalance in the number of women
compared with men in both Houses of the Victorian
Parliament. Women comprise over 50% of the
Victorian population yet constitute only 32% of the
Members in both Houses...
Inside the Parliament of Victoria 2015, Page 33

“

Now answer the following question by selecting the correct answer:

Men were able to vote from the beginning of the Victorian Parliament in 1856.
However, the centenary of women getting the vote was not celebrated until
2008. How many years did Victorian women wait to get the same rights as men
to vote in elections for the Parliament of Victoria?
			 56		52		100		0

“

b

years

Women were not elected to Parliament in Victoria
until 1923, though they could be elected to the
Commonwealth Parliament from 1902. The first
woman to be elected to the Legislative Assembly
was Lady Millie Peacock in 1933...in a tightlycontested by-election.
Inside the Parliament of Victoria, Page 33

Why the delay?

“

What do you think the words ‘in a tightly-contested by-election’ mean?
Parliament of Victoria Adult Literacy & Numeracy Program
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UNIT ONE PART A

Group work - reading a website

One part of this question requires online access to the Parliament of Victoria
website. Some students will probably need to ask colleagues for help in navigating
the site to get the necessary information. The website is
www.parliament.vic.gov.au .

Question A9
Late in 2008, the following advertisement appeared on the Parliament of
Victoria website. Read the advertisement and then follow the instructions to
find answers to the questions.

Open Day at Parliament House, Melbourne
Sunday, 23 November 2008 between 11am – 4pm
2008 marks the 100th anniversary of women gaining the right to vote. The
theme for Open Day 2008 will be Victorian Women Vote 1908-2008 and a
range of activities are planned within Parliament House, on the parliament
steps and in the gardens to celebrate this historic event.
Open Day also gives the public a chance to see inside the historic
Parliament House building and find out what goes on inside it.
If you can’t make it on the day, take a Virtual Tour of Parliament of Victoria
on the website of www.parliament.vic.gov.au/virtualtour

aWhat was the theme of Open Day at Parliament House in 2008?
b Now go one step further and look at the Virtual Tour (look in the box above

for instructions) so that you can answer the other questions and begin to grow
confident in using the Parliament of Victoria website.

c Look at screen three (Queen’s Hall).
d Queen’s Hall has portraits of former Premiers on its walls.

There is only one

portrait of a woman as Premier. What is her name?

e If you don’t know the answer to (d), try to find her name on the website.
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Some group work leading to
reading, writing, numeracy…
and argument!
Questions A10 and A11 are based on a major issue which has been part of the
history of parliamentary government in Victoria.
Read the following information about a power struggle that continued for more than
a hundred years from the beginning of parliamentary government in Victoria. Even
though changes in recent years have made this issue less important, it can still cause
some arguments!
Answer both Question A10 and Question A11. Each question asks for your opinion
on what the issues were, and what evidence you can provide from the quotations for
your view.
But remember: sometimes you will find that the language is difficult. Keep going and
try to work out the general message within each quotation even if some words are
very technical. Perhaps someone in the group can read the information out aloud.

“

23 November 1855: The Lower House was more
democratic, more liberal, and even more radical, in
orientation. The Upper House was more patrician,
less democratic, indeed a bastion of wealth and
privilege. More than any other factors, these
differences shaped the character of the Parliament
of Victoria...
Based on the ‘From Westminster to Spring Street’ timeline at
www.parliament.vic.gov.au/education
and
‘Early Parliamentary Years’ (1856-1901), Dr Ray Wright

“

Parliament of Victoria Adult Literacy & Numeracy Program
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“

In 1857 the Constitution was changed so that
every male over 21 years of age could vote for
the Legislative Assembly (Lower House). The
‘democratic’ Lower House clashed frequently with
the ‘landed’ Upper House. Did the Upper House
have the power to block the measures passed by
the Lower House, the seat of government?
Inside the Parliament of Victoria, Page 7

“

On 17 July 1878, [the Premier, Graham Berry,
unsuccessfully]…introduced a constitution
amendment bill. Through it he sought to curtail
Upper House powers….

“

All bills were to be divided into ‘money bills’ and
‘others’. When dealing with the former the Council
would only have the constitutional right to pass bills.
It would not be permitted to amend or reject…
Wright, R: The People’s Council (Oxford University Press, Melbourne, 1992),
Page 89

“

“

[In 1937]…the Bill proposed a double-dissolution
in those circumstances where the two chambers
could not agree. This was anathema to legislative
councillors…

Wright, R: The People’s Council (Oxford University Press, Melbourne, 1992),
Page 171
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“

Shortly after the victory in the 2002 general election
in Victoria, the Bracks Labor Government introduced
a number of changes to the composition and powers
of the Legislative Council. These changes, it has
been argued, are a precondition for development of
an effective house of review….
Costar, B and Gardiner, G: “From Breaking Governments to a Brake on
Government: a New Bicameralism in Victoria?” Australasian Parliamentary
Review, Vol 18, No. 1 (Autumn 2003)

Question A10

“

In these five quotations, what message is given about the two Houses and
parliamentary government in Victoria?
What evidence is there in the quotations for your view?

Question A11
Another approach to interpreting (understanding the message of) those
quotations….

a Show which interpretation below you consider to be the best summary of

what you read.

The Parliament of Victoria is just over 150 years old. During that time, what has
been the relationship between the Lower House and the Upper House? Choose
one.
Upper House and Lower House have always worked very closely together
There has often been tension between the Upper House and the Lower House
The Upper House and Lower House have become part of different parliaments

b Copy down those words in the paragraphs which show why you chose your
answer.

Parliament of Victoria Adult Literacy & Numeracy Program
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UNIT ONE PART A

Question A12

Numeracy

Show the correct numbers by ticking the appropriate box.
In 2015, how many people (approximately) lived in Victoria?
			

More than 20 million			

More than 5 million

However, you must be at least 18 years old to vote in a State election here.
Therefore, only half the people (or just a few more than one half) could elect
MPs to the Parliament of Victoria.
This means that the total number of voters approximately equalled:
			10 million					3 million
In summary: this is the number of voters who elected 88 members to the
Legislative Assembly.

a Therefore, if each Lower House MP represents (approximately) the same

number of voters, then how many voters does each MP represent?
		

Approximately: 		

340			

3,400			

34,000

b Is that a reasonable work load?
c Would you expect these numbers to change by the year 2020? If so, what do
you think the new numbers might be (and why)?
Population of Victoria in 2020:

_______________

The minimum voting age would be set at _______ years (Why?)
The number of voters might be _______________
The number of people in each electorate might be _________________
In what ways might the workload of an MP be different by the year 2020?
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UNIT ONE PART A

Language practice

Some traditional exercises…
Questions A13 to A15 use some of the words that are found in these quotations or
other parts of this unit.

Question A13

Word Search

Fill the missing words in the following clues and then find them in the word search.
• The three levels of government in Australia are federal, _ _ _ _ _ and local
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

government
The major public building in Spring Street is _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ House
When a government works towards new legislation, it will introduce a new
b___
There are two chambers, one for the Upper House and one for the _ _ _ _ _
House
The carpet colour in the Legislative Assembly is _ _ _ _ _
There are two chambers in Parliament therefore it is a b _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ system
Who got permission to vote in 1908 in Victoria?
The letters MP are abbreviations for the words _ _ _ _ _ _ of Parliament
The head of the government in State Parliament is called the _ _ _ _ _ _ _

A
C
M
O
V
P
E
I

B
D
N
S
T
A
T
E

B
I
L
L
W
R
F
J

I
F
P
P
X
L
M
W

C
G
R
Q
Y
I
E
O

A
H
E
R
Z
A
M
M

M
I
M
S
A
M
B
E

E
J
I
G
R
E
E
N

R
K
E
T
B
N
R
K

A
L
R
U
C
T
G
L

L
O
W
E
R
D
H
M
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UNIT ONE PART A

Question A14

Words, sounds and spelling

Fill in the gap with the correct choice of words.
(write / right)

The Speaker facing the Parliament has the Government on her (or his) ….....
-hand side.
Many of the students want to …....... notes as they listen to the tour guide at
Parliament House.
(break / brake)

The Government put the .............. on new projects when inflation became an
economic problem.
The new MP wanted to ……......... some of the traditions of parliament.
(steal / steel)

Someone decided to …..................... the Mace from Parliament House more than
100 years ago.
A temporary ............. barrier was used to cordon off Bourke Street for a protest
outside Parliament House.
(council / counsel)

The students decided that they would write a letter about car parking to their
local …...... .
A teacher had to .................... students who behaved badly during a tour of
Parliament House.
(talk / torque)

Students are allowed to ............. to each other during a tour of Parliament House.
Victorian laws limit the amount of ................. a P-plater’s car is allowed to have.
(poles / polls)

Many newspapers run daily ............ in which people vote YES/NO on current
issues.
If you look, you will see flags hanging on ...…. in front of Parliament House.

24
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Question A15 		 More
sounds
and
spelling…and perhaps some rules, or at least
a pattern?
How do you say the letter o in the word Monday?
How do you say the letter o in the word stop?
Which three words have the same sound for the letter o as in Monday?
						Government
						Politician
						Month
						Poll
						Property
						Money

Parliament of Victoria Adult Literacy & Numeracy Program
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UNIT ONE PART B

Reading the pictures

Questions B1 to B9 require access to all nine pictures in the Unit One Gallery. Some
subsequent questions will need student access to other resources. These include:
the book Inside the Parliament of Victoria
the website www.parliament.vic.gov.au
the large-scale posters of Victorian State MPs and electorates
Free copies of these resources have been sent to all schools, TAFE institutes, public
libraries and adult education centres in Victoria, but if you need another copy you
can contact educationinfo@parliament.vic.gov.au

Question B1
a Look at Picture 1 in the Unit One Gallery. The leaders of each level of
government are known as the Prime Minister, the Premier and the Mayor.
In which level of government does a Premier work?
			Commonwealth			State			Local

b

According to the list in Picture 1, which level of government runs the
hospitals?
			Commonwealth			State			Local

Question B2
The following list of government responsibilities is taken from Picture 1 in the Gallery.
						
Health
						
Education
						
Airports
						Foreign Affairs
						
Railways
When we research more about these services, we discover that sometimes more
than one level of government is responsible for a particular job. And so we
should ask ourselves: is it the local council that looks after this problem, or
is it also the state government? Perhaps the Commonwealth Government in
Canberra is involved as well!

26
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UNIT ONE PART B
It’s complicated…like Picture 5. If you use the telephone to find out more
information about these government responsibilities (for example, in education)
are there one, two or three points of contact to call?
Find at least one example (from the list of five responsibilities above) of a
responsibility which is shared in some way by more than one level of government.

Question B3
Look at Picture 2 in the Unit One Gallery.
In 1856, the plans for building the Parliament House in Victoria included a very
large dome.
Was the dome built? How many years have passed since that plan was developed?

Question B4
Look at the website version of Picture 3 in the Unit One Gallery.

a Fill in the correct answer for each gap but use these two clues:
Clue 1 = The Upper House chamber has red carpet
		
Clue 2 = The Lower House chamber has green carpet
		
The chamber with green carpet is the meeting room for the Legislative..................
The chamber with red carpet is the meeting room for the Legislative..................

b Look again at Picture 3 - you can see two chambers in Victoria’s Parliament
House. Choose from the following list another word for the word ‘chamber’.
			Room			Exit			Fire escape

Question B5
Look at Picture 4. Let us pretend that one of the MPs sitting in the Lower House
got 40,000 votes at the election and the rival candidate got only 10,000 votes.
How many voters does the elected MP represent?
			10,000			40,000		50,000
Remember that the actual number of people the MP would represent is higher
than this, because he or she represents the people who didn’t vote as well!
Parliament of Victoria Adult Literacy & Numeracy Program
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UNIT ONE PART B

Question B6 This is a long question!
a Look at Picture 4, which shows the electorates of Victoria (eight Regions and

88 Districts).

Voters in each Region choose five MPs for the Legislative Council.
Voters in each District elect one MP to the Legislative Assembly.
How many more MPs are in the Lower House than the Upper House?

b How many Members in total are elected to the Lower House of the Parliament
of Victoria?

				40		88		128
Now, assume each MP in the Lower House represents exactly the same number
of people.
If we also assume that there is a population of approximately 5,800,000 people
in Victoria, how many people would each Lower House MP represent?
				6600 		66,000

660,000

c Look again at Picture 4 and the different sizes of the electorates.

Why are

they different in area?

d Now think about Lower House electorates in the rural areas of Victoria. How

do they compare in size with Lower House electorates in the metropolitan area
of Victoria?
Show your answer below with one tick:
In general, electorate areas for the Lower House in rural VIC would be
			

The same size		

Much smaller		

Much bigger

Why?

e How might this difference in electorate area affect the day-to-day work done

by the MP?

28
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UNIT ONE PART B

f Finally, a numeracy question...and a question about demographics, politics
and history!

The change in the size of a population, and where people live, can make a big
difference in the pattern of support for particular political parties.
For example, politics in Victoria was influenced when more and more people
began to live in the city of Melbourne compared with the number who lived in
the country.
In fact, for many years, Melbourne’s population was less than 50% of Victoria’s
population but eventually this situation changed so that the capital city now has
a majority!
Try to imagine what year it was when Melbourne’s population grew bigger than
that of the rest of Victoria. Was it likely to be the year 1881, the year 1921,
or even the year 1961? Write your suggested year in the gap in the following
sentence (hint: it happened after World War 1):

“

In _ _ _ _  for the first time, Melbourne’s population
exceeded that of the rest of the state, when
Melbourne’s population grew to 50.2 per cent of the
1,525, 532 Victorian residents.  
Wright, R (1992) A People’s Counsel – A History of the Parliament of
Victoria 1856 – 1990, Page 150

“

Parliament of Victoria Adult Literacy & Numeracy Program
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Question B7
Look at the political cartoon in Picture 6 which shows a Prime Minister talking
to a journalist about a COAG meeting. When the Prime Minister, the Premiers,
and a representative of local government all come together, the meeting is
described as the COAG meeting.
These meetings are often responsible for major plans in policy and expenditure.
For example, the COAG meetings in recent years have seen a lot of negotiation
over ways to allocate money that comes from GST.
Rearrange the four words below to form the full name of the organisation known
as COAG:
		Australian		of		Governments		Council

Question B8
a Look at Picture 8 and then choose the right information from the brackets to
fill in the gaps.

As shown in this photograph, tourists today can see the world famous building,
the Parthenon, in the city of ______________ [London/Melbourne/Athens]
built more than two thousand years ago.
We know that the Parthenon is more than ________ [2/10/20] centuries old
because one century equals _________ [10/20/100] years.

b

In the early days of democracy in Ancient Athens, women could not vote;
nor could slaves.
Over the next two thousand years, democracy spread to other cultures around
the world. Each culture allowed different groups to vote; for example, people
who owned property.
Finally, during the last one hundred years or so, the parliaments of a lot of
countries approved universal suffrage. What do you think these two words
mean? Choose the most appropriate explanation from the choice below.
				

The right for adult men to vote

				

The right for adult women to vote

				

The right for adult men and women to vote
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Question B9
Look at Picture 9 in the Unit One Gallery.
In what year did people celebrate the centenary of women getting the vote in
Victoria?
				1908			1968			2008

Questions B10 and B11 require no additional resources. They provide some
language practice.

Question B10
Match each word with its meaning:

electorate		

Government		

legislation		

Parliament

Laws made by the government in Parliament House: _____________________ .
MPs speak for the people at this place: _________________________________ .
(HINT: the French work for ‘speak’ is parler)
An MP in the Lower House represents all the people in the _______________ .
The political party with most MPs in the Lower House forms the ___________ .
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Question B11

Word Searches

Word Search # 1
Find the words listed below. (They run left to right or top to bottom.)
PARLIAMENT
COUNCIL		
CHAMBER		

A
P
L
E
G
I
S
L
A
T
I
O
N

L
A
S
Y
A
S
M
I
S
L
W
U
D
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A
R
W
T
S
T
I
N
S
O
R
S
T

GOVERNMENT
VICTORIA		
HOUSE

V
L
B
V
L
A
V
F
E
E
C
R
Y

T
I
C
I
D
T
R
G
M
C
K
T
O

F
A
H
C
J
E
N
Q
B
I
H
G
P

DEMOCRACY
LEGISLATION

VOTE			
TERRITORY		

K
M
A
T
A
M
R
C
L
T
Y
J
M

I
T
E
I
H
O
U
S
E
R
G
O
W

D
E
M
O
C
R
A
C
Y
E
N
A
G

I
N
B
R
G
C
E
X
I
R
O
H
H

J
N
R
A
O
U
T
L
P
I
T
M
Q

G
O
V
E
R
N
M
E
N
T
Y
E
T
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ASSEMBLY		
STATE		

F
H
O
X
I
C
O
F
Q
O
U
Y
B

W
X
T
P
D
I
N
B
V
R
C
D
H

M
R
E
Z
I
L
D
Y
Z
Y
G
R
J
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Word search # 2
Fill in the gaps with help from the captions and pictures in the gallery, then find
the words in the Word Search below:
• Women did not get the _ _ _ _ in Victoria until 1908
• In the Legislative Assembly chamber, the carpet is _ _ _ _ _
• This worksheet teaches about the Victorian _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _
• What type of government began in Athens 2000 years ago? _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _
• Parliament House in Victoria is in _ _ _ _ _ _ Street
• There are three levels of _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ in Australia
• A Member of Parliament is called an _ _
• The word legislation means one or more _ _ _ _

A
J
G
R
E
E
N
R
S
Z

Y
H
O
S
Y
R
J
N
P
A

F
Q
V
O
T
E
O
Y
R
O

K
M
E
H
Z
O
D
U
I
F

P
A
R
L
I
A
M
E
N
T

N
P
N
U
L
P
L
V
G
W

I
O
M
P
B
F
W
L
W
E

G
D
E
M
O
C
R
A
C
Y

Z
B
N
V
X
I
B
W
D
T

T
E
T
L
D
U
I
S
Y
R
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Some general questions
Questions B12 to B17 ask students to explore their general knowledge and express
opinions

Question B12

There is no ‘Victoria Post’ or ‘Tasmania Post’. But we do have ‘Australia Post’.
Are postal services provided by the Commonwealth Government or by State
governments?
					Commonwealth Government
					State governments

Question B13

Find Parliament House on a map of Melbourne.

a What is the grid reference of Parliament House on your map?
b If your class needed to visit Parliament House for an educational tour, which
public transport services within the city would you use?

Parliament House was built at the eastern end of Bourke Street, in Spring Street,
more than 150 years ago.

34
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c Why do you think this place was chosen as the site of the new building?
d Now turn the response to the previous question into a more general comment
about society.

Pretend that you are an important person in the government and you want to
build a large and new public building. What do you look for so that you can
build in the most appropriate place?
For example (and these are just a few possible examples) would you consider:
• The cost of the land
• A place that is more elevated than surrounding buildings
• A location with good access for getting construction workers or materials on
site
• A place with high land value
• A location where, eventually, lots of people will walk past the building every
day?
What other criteria can you imagine?

Question B14

You can see from the map that Canberra is closer to Sydney than to Melbourne.
Does this make Sydney more important?
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Question B15

The answers to the following questions are obvious…aren’t they? First, read the
background historical notes.

a What does the letter A stand for in abbreviations for the air force, the navy

and the infantry forces?

Two hundred years ago, this country was a collection of colonies run
from England. Some colonies tried to have their own defence force.
Then the Commonwealth of Australia was formed in 1901 (Federation).
Australia became one country and so most people thought that there
should be a single defence force.

		 RAAF			 RAN			 AIF
b It took many years before the different colonies agreed to a national (federal)
defence force.

There were other ways in which competition between the colonies caused
problems. Sometimes this competition and these problems resulted in very
inefficient systems for running the country.
Three examples of these problems are listed below. Mark any of these problems
which you have heard someone mention in general conversation or during your
study.
• Different railway gauges forced people to change trains at midnight at the

border between NSW and Victoria
• People once had to pay a tax to import or export goods across the border
between two colonies (called ‘states’ after 1901)
• A modern example: more recently, getting agreement from everyone on
water rights in the Murray-Darling irrigation area is difficult
Can you think of any other present-day examples?
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Question B16

Things change in politics! Look at the following picture of Members of Parliament
in the Lower House of the Victorian Parliament. How do we know that this
picture is out of date?

Question B17

Numeracy

a If you retire from the work force, are you allowed to vote after that retirement?
				Yes				No

b According to the website for the Victorian Electoral Commission (the VEC):
At the most recent Victorian State general election held on 29 November
2014, 3,806,301 people were registered on the electoral rolls. Of that total,
3,540,545 voted.
Those who failed to vote must explain why. If their reasons are not valid they
are liable for a fine of $50.
How many people might be liable to pay the fine?
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Questions B18 and B19 ask students to refer to the book Inside the Parliament
of Victoria.

Question B18

You vote in a Victorian electorate. Look at the book Inside the Parliament of
Victoria, page 21. How many MPs represent you in the State and Commonwealth
Parliaments? Is it:
							1
							2
							6
							7
							19
And don’t forget that you are also represented by people elected to the local
council.

Question B19

For this question, Page 12 of the book Inside the Parliament of Victoria will add
to the information available in Picture 1:

a Write the names of the two Territories which are similar in some ways to the states.

The names are:

N _ _ _ _ _ _ _ Territory and
A _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ C _ _ _ _ _ _ Territory.

b Write the names of the six states in alphabetical order.
Question B20 can be answered with information available on the Parliament of
Victoria website: www.parliament.vic.gov.au

Question B20
In a previous question, you were asked How long is a century? The answer was
100 years.
In other words, the 20th century (for example) lasted for 100 years, from 1901
to 1999.
In which century did they start to build Victoria’s Parliament House?
				18th 		19th 		20th

38

Parliament of Victoria Adult Literacy & Numeracy Program

UNIT ONE PART B
For Questions B21 and B22, students might prefer to work as members of a group.

Question B21

Look at the map of Victoria and the arrow pointing towards Gippsland.

Victoria has a record of tragic bushfire and flood emergencies. In this question,
you are asked to read the short story about fire and (months later) flooding in
the area in the year 2007.
Next, answer the questions about getting help during an emergency.

I looked out of the door and saw

the f ire come over the hill and rush towards
us, destroying the fence and then, less than
f ive minutes later, our house had been
badly burnt. But it was the horrible death
of the cattle that made us even more
upset.
A few months ago, we suffered from terrible
fires.

Now, this week, our house has been
flooded and we have lost most of
our furniture.
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a

Who is responsible for supplying services to people affected by natural
disasters? You might put more than one tick for any one service.

Other

Commonwealth government

State government

Local government

Which service?

The individual person

The service would
be provided by:

Emergency fire fighting
Repairs to a burnt home
$ to cover stock loss
$ for fence damage
Repairs to local roads

b Who should supply these services and how should each service be paid for?
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Question B22

WARNING! Things are not always what they seem to be!
Perception – what you see, what you hear, what you think (or how you see
something, how you hear and interpret something) might change if your
circumstances change.
Read the following poll results from 3,653 readers of The Age on Thursday 15
May, 2008. The question asked readers for their opinion about when a person is
considered to be rich.
The question:
The results:

Do you regard a family earning $159,000 as rich?
49% voted ‘yes’

51% voted ‘no’

a Does an income of $159,000 make you rich? What is your opinion?
b Do you think you might have a different opinion if you were paid $159,000

a year?

Optical illusions – your interpretation of something can change if you know the
context, if you see it in the bigger picture!
Have you seen a full moon rising just above the horizon? How big does it look?
How big (or small) does it look three hours later when it is high up in the sky?
Why is there such a difference?
Many websites discuss optical illusions such as this one.
In politics, as well as in life, we sometimes need to keep investigating a topic so
that we can be more confident about our interpretation of it!
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c Try to find out more about how optical illusions work.
An old saying goes the camera doesn’t lie.
Sometimes, however, manipulation of an image can be deliberate. In fact, there
are examples throughout history when a government has decided to ‘cut’ a
political figure out of an official photograph.
In doing this, these governments get away with ‘changing the truth’ - at least
until somebody notices!
In other words, the camera can be used so that it manipulates our perception of
something.
In a country like Australia, changing a photograph like this might be against the
law, especially if that change is not explained publicly.
Of course, people in their own homes, on their own computers, can now use all
sorts of computer tools to make something (or someone) look very different.
So, the truth can be ‘illusory’, sometimes from misperception, and sometimes
from deliberate deception.
Activity
Look at Optical Illusion One which follows.

a Are the lines parallel?
b Do you think that governments working in parallel might look like this?!
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Look at Optical Illusion Two.

a Do you think that the number of MPs sitting in seats along curve AB is the

same as the number of MPs sitting along curve CD?

b When you visit the Upper House and the Lower House in Parliament, in

what shape is the seating arranged…and how do you (the visitor) know which
seats are used by the Government and which seats are used by the Opposition?
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