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The Secretary

Legislative Council, Environment and Planning Committee
Parliament House
Spring Street
EAST MELBOURNE VIC 3002
recyclinginquiry@parliament.vic.gov.au
RE: SUBMISSION TO THE INQUIRY INTO VICTORIA’S RECYCLING AND WASTE MANAGEMENT
Thank you for providing us with an opportunity to share our views on the status and future of
recycling and waste management in Victoria. We welcome the decision to hold this inquiry and
present our views as follows.
WHO WE ARE
RAW Travel is Australia’s leading international hiking company. A pioneer in responsible travel, we
have a strong focus on environmental and social sustainability in our local Australian community and
in our global destinations.
‘TREAD LIGHTLY’ is a core pillar of our sustainability strategy and we focus our efforts on significant
environmental challenges. One of our key focus areas is waste, particularly plastic waste.
Our staff and customers include a large number of discerning, well-educated Victorians who are
conscious buyers, continuously looking for ways to reduce their impact. We have seen a strong
increase in demand for low impact products and services including an expectation of ‘zero waste’.
Our partners and alliances include Plastic Free Victoria, Boomerang Alliance and Beach Patrol
Australia. Our staff volunteer at local beach cleans on the Mornington Peninsula and have first-hand
experience of Victoria’s growing litter problem.
Given our international profile, our staff and our customers are acutely aware of global best
practise. Australia and more specifically Victoria are well behind other developed nations with
regards to waste management and recycling. Australia lands in 17th place for the global recycling
rank and Victoria is sadly behind other states.
Put simply, this is not good enough! We expect more leadership from the Victorian government to
ensure we catch up to other states and countries. We expect global best practise in Victoria.
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OUR ASK
We ask the Victorian Government to urgently implement the following:
1. Container Deposit Scheme (CDS): we strongly support the introduction of a container
deposit scheme in Victoria. In line with the National Litter Index, two thirds of litter volume
we collect along our local beaches are beverage containers. A CDS is the main answer to
Victoria’s litter problem and will address the state’s container recycling issue. CDS’s have
been highly successful in other countries for many decades. Some of the many benefits of a
CDS include:







Diversion of container recyclables from landfill bins
Reduction of kerbside recycling volume by ~20-25%
Higher value remaining materials: 80% of glass containers collected through a CDS would
drastically reduce glass contamination of paper and cardboard.
Cleaner, higher value streams: in NSW for example, the value of PET bottles increased
from $110 per tonne to $375 according to official reports. That’s a 350% increase!
Industry development: secure streams of materials create a safe climate for new or
expanded reprocessing operators.
Job creation: 500 new jobs and no reported job losses in NSW; 600 new jobs in QLD.

Many councils are in favour of a CDS. MAV, the statutory representative body of Victorian
councils has been calling for a CDS for years. This has recently been renewed in their
“Rescue Our Recycling” paper. What’s more, 84% of Victorians support a CDS.
Victorians do not want containers in their streets, on their beaches, in their parks and
forests. They also do not want to spend their spare time cleaning up after others. Given full
support for a CDS on so many levels, the success rate in other countries, ability to learn from
others who are years ahead and given our democratic system, the Victorian government
must implement a CDS as a top priority.
2. Circular economy: China and other Asian countries did not “cause our recycling crisis”. We
caused this situation ourselves. As we are facing growing threats from climate change, it is
not acceptable to continue to ship our waste thousands of kilometres across the ocean to
have it ‘dealt with’ by developing nations, causing unnecessary extra emissions on along the
way. We need to eliminate our carbon emissions and deal with our waste at home. We need
to completely rethink packaging and implement a local circular economy. Key steps include:





Significant investment and incentives to establish a strong local recycling industry and
develop appropriate local recycling (not incineration, see point 5) infrastructure.
Business incentives to push a circular economy and disincentives for exporting of waste
Strict government procurement policies mandating use of recycled materials
Mandating a “Buy Recycled” program for product manufacturers
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Compulsory Food & Green Waste Bins across Victoria along with an enabling
environment to support the development of this sector
Mandating the recycling of all building and construction waste
Landfill levy: making recycling more affordable for households than landfill collections

3. Product Stewardship: Australia’s Product Stewardship Act (2011) can oblige companies to
reduce waste and prevent harmful materials from ending up in the environment or landfill,
by increasing recycling and recovery of valuable resources from products. While the
legislation has good intentions, it has not worked to reduce plastic waste and improve its
recycling rate. It is time for government and manufacturers to play a stronger role.
Plastic packaging requires strong action. Firstly, legislation is required mandating all
imported and domestic packaging to be composted or recycled. This will assist in
overcoming different types of plastics (polymers) being produced with disregard for the lack
of existing infrastructure to recycle them. For example, multilayer plastics are increasingly
produced to perform more complex functions. These plastics are difficult to recycle.
Secondly, penalties must be introduced for companies that do not comply, to ensure
alternative packaging is used.
Manufacturers and retailers who design and produce packaging must be held to account. A
change to the national recycling law will ensure this (see point 4 – Victorian Government
Leadership).
EU EXAMPLE: in 1994, the EU introduced a Packaging Directive that set recycling
targets for all packaged materials. This led to a reduction in the use of packaging
materials that were economically unbeneficial or technically impossible to recycle
and an increase in acceptable alternatives. Today a product manufactured in or for
the EU market uses compostable packaging, whilst a product manufactured for
Australia often uses polystyrene packaging. Many countries in Europe have banned
the disposal of all recyclables into landfills.
Australia’s introduction of a mandatory stewardship scheme for domestically used packaging
in line with the 2025 APCO target will be the first major step of implementing a circular
economy. We are also calling for mandatory stewardship programs to keep batteries and
solar panels out of landfill.
In summary, the two key measures required to strengthen the Product Stewardship Act are:
a. Mandatory design requirements on all packaging used in the Australian market
b. Mandatory targets to ensure that the APCO targets are in fact achieved by 2025 or
earlier.
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4. Victorian government leadership: The National Waste Policy (2019) established by the
federal and state governments is responsible for providing the national structure for waste
management and resource recovery. However, the policy requires specific legislation,
funding and implementation plans to be effective.
In the past only one product stewardship program (e-waste) has been mandatory, while all
other aspects have been voluntary. In order to meet the 2025 APCO target of 70% of plastic
packaging to be composted or recycled, we need the Victorian government to lobby the
Commonwealth to drastically improve the Australian recycling law.
We call on the Victorian government to strongly advocate the Commonwealth on mandatory
National Product Stewardship schemes and a tax on virgin plastics.
Furthermore, the Victorian government must lead by example and implement plastic-wise
policies across all government departments. This includes: banning all single-use plastics and
mandating the use of recycled materials via responsible purchasing guidelines. This also
includes mandating plastic wise / zero waste materials across all government-led or
sponsored events and functions from major events in state parks to internal meetings.
Lastly, we fully support the MAV’s call to “establish greater State oversight of the recycling
industry to improve industry transparency and accountability in delivering an essential
community service”.
5. Waste to Energy (WTE): We do not support WTE as the solution to our recycling crisis. We
oppose the creation of fuels and/or incineration or pyrolisation of municipal solid waste,
hazardous, medical and any other mixed waste stream.
WTE presents serious risks to human health and the environment. Australia’s export of
unprocessed waste to developing nations for WTE continues to cause significant health
issues, emissions and pollution across South East Asia.
The EPA recently approved a large WTE plant to be built by Australian Paper in the Latrobe
Valley without a source-separating facility. This means the plant will be unable to ensure
only ‘residual waste’ is incinerated. We understand the Victorian government has provided a
grant for this operation. We are very concerned about WTE, especially while recycling is in
crisis. The high demand for waste from WTE will cannibalise any fledging recycled materials
recovery operations, provide an ‘easy way out’ for councils and put the emphasis away from
waste reduction and recovery. WTE is NOT part of any circular economy, which the Victorian
Government is claiming to aim for. WTE is not sustainable in the long run and does not help
us transition to carbon neutrality.
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We are asking the Victorian Government to immediately halt any support (financial or
otherwise) for WTE projects and instead put all efforts into the above measures including
reduction of waste at the source and establishment of a domestic recycling industry.
6. Behaviour change campaign: we encourage the Victorian government to execute a
widespread behaviour change campaign to drastically reduce the use of any single-use
plastics and improve resource-use and recovery.
Boomerang Alliance’s Plastic Free Places campaign has converted a range of communities
including major tourist destinations such as Noosa. The model and resources already exist
and can be rolled out across the state.
The campaign should focus on:






Raising awareness of the impacts of plastic pollution;
The immediate need for Victorians to minimise the consumption of single-use
plastics in all areas of our life;
Provide examples for alternative products and methods including tackling the
current green-washing of unsustainable plastic bag alternatives;
Outline simple steps to implement at home, at work and within the community;
Showcase what changes will be implemented at government level (lead by example,
point 4).

The current recycling crisis presents a major opportunity for Victoria to rethink material use and
recovery and establish a circular economy, simultaneously supporting local job creation and
reducing our emissions.
RAW Travel is looking forward to supporting the Victorian Government on this journey. We would be
pleased to provide further input and a service industry perspective in our collective aim for best
practise.
Sincerely,
Birte Moliere
Sustainability Lead
E sustainability@rawtravel.com
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