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be penalise for failure to discharge their obligations” unless they have been specifically notified
to comply with them. I believe that stricter obligations put on businesses could see some
improvement in this area.
Second, the banning of most single-use plastics. In particular; plastic bottles and lids, straws,
drink stirrers, plastic bags and party balloons. Cigarettes also contain small bits of plastics that
act as filters so I would be in support of a tax on cigarettes for the plastic component, an
education campaign on the fact cigarettes contain plastics and the effects of littering them, as
well as an increased number of bins for cigarettes. I also am in support of the idea of water taps
being more common in public spaces – especially further out in rural Victoria and in places such
as shopping strips, parks and public spaces, to accompany the banning of plastic water bottles,
as well as allowing businesses to stockpile plastic straws specifically for the use of customers
with disabilities.
In relation to the first point; while recycling plastics (as well as other materials) is useful, shifting
re-useable packaging where possible would be a greater improvement as it reduces the need for
recycling facilities. In particular areas like food courts in shopping centres much change could be
brought about in how food is served to customers; for example, imposing some form of
legislation that requires food courts (perhaps with the exception of drive throughs) to serve their
food not in their own packaging, but in ceramic plates and bowls. This could provide more work
for the cleaning staff of shopping centres so may require more staff or facilities to manage this
change effectively.
It would also be useful to have standardised drink sizes (for example, specifically for take-away
coffees, juice or bubble tea) across stores so that when people bring their own re-useable cups
to stores it minimises the need for staff to measure the amount of drink using a plastic or foam
cup first.
These are my main thoughts on the matter. To reiterate, they are:
1) Sorting recyclables at home into different recycling bins, and an accompanying education
program on how to sort and recycle them. Particular emphasis on the need to recycle plastics
and how to identify which plastics are and aren’t recyclable.
2) A change to the National Environment Protection (Used Packaging Materials) Measure of
2011, which does not impose any consequences for failure to meet the regulations.
3) Banning single-use plastics such as bottles, straws, stirrers, balloons and plastic bags, as well
as an education campaign on the plastics in cigarettes to encourage their appropriate disposal.
4) A shift to re-useable food packaging such as in food courts, by serving food not in the
companies packaging but requiring the use of re-useable crockery, and a standardised measure
for drinks
I hope that all my points were made clearly and all the information here is correct (being a
person not particularly trained in the law or a bit unsure about what the State Government
exactly has the power to do, I cannot be sure all my comments are entirely relevant). I really
hope that some large systematic change occurs in the waste management industry, and I believe
that majority of Victorian’s have a great about of concern and frustration towards our current
system and would back some form of change to make our waste management more efficient
and sustainable.
I have no issue with my submission being made public.

2 of 2

