
I am simply a member of the Victorian community. I have no expertise in waste management but I 

do have a keen interest because I am fed up with both community and Governments, local and state 

not taking the waste crisis seriously enough & allowing things to get so bad. My words may be strong 

ōǳǘ ƛǘΩǎ Ƙƻǿ L ŦŜŜƭ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ ƳŀǘǘŜǊΦ 

When I found out that Victoria was sending its waste & recycling overseas I was both shocked and 

disgusted. I felt cheated , tricked and Lied to. When governments & councils LIE about how they are 

managing our waste its tantamount to fraudulent behaviour. We pay our taxes and rates, we do our 

best to manage waste responsibly, and then find out that our efforts are useless and even a sick 

joke! 

If our leaders are so disingenuous on this issue how can we possibly win the WAR ON WASTE?? 

Since the truth of these issues has come to light we as a community have an opportunity  not only to 

improve what is done but even lead the way on changing our reliance and addiction to those 

products like single use plastic packaging and many other products that litter our communities, fill 

landfill, litter our waterways and oceans and destroy the environment and our native animals. 

Our environment is failing now, our native flora and fauna are suffering and disappearing in our 

lifetime. We are affecting the world in which our grandchildren are going to live. We are affecting 

our own HEALTH AND WELLBEING now! 

The Community will adjust just as they adjusted to the insidious ways industry brought these 

issues into the community making people mindless to the situation and to the fact that these 

companies are making astronomical profit by creating a CIRCULAR WASTE MINDSET all in the 

name of convenience and so called consumer demand. 

- I am opposed to Waste to Energy, where rubbish is incinerated. This would mean that 

resources that ought to be recycled or composted are destroyed. Waste to Energy has been 

shown in other countries to detract from recycling. Victoria needs to be serious about 

financial and environmental sustainability and have a strong focus on local recycling. In 

addition to environmental benefits, this will support creation of local jobs. 

- The Victorian community is desperately waiting for a container deposit scheme, to support 

recycling. Our councils are begging for it, families are educated about recycling and waste 

issues, community groups will benefit from it and with so much public support, it's about 

time we catch up to the rest of Australia by initiating container collection schemes to better 

manage recyclables. 

- IT IS the responsibility of the Victorian government to establish and maintain a coherent, 

efficient and environmentally responsible approach to solid waste management across the 

state, including assistance to local councils; 

- Governments and Councils have their heads in the sand and its about time they listened to 

the community on waste issues. The ƎƻǾŜǊƴƳŜƴǘΩǎ response to china and other overseas 

countries re for eg. the  China National Sword policy was incompetent at best and they 

should never have relied on such a ridiculous strategy in the first instance.   

- The Government should be holding INDUSTRY AND CORPORATIONS to account and should 

be legislating that they take responsibility for the WASTE THEY GENERATE.  



- Government should be enforcing PRODUCT STEWARDSHIP so that any product produced 

MUST HAVE AN END OF USE strategy and can only be produced in the first instance if it has a 

long life use, and reuse ability, recycle ability, sustainable life span , & creates a circular 

economy. 

- It is the ƎƻǾŜǊƴƳŜƴǘΩǎ ǊŜǎǇƻƴǎƛōƛƭƛǘȅ ǘƻ Ƴŀƛƴǘŀƛƴ ǿŀǎǘŜ ƳŀƴŀƎŜƳŜƴǘ ǎǘǊŀǘŜƎƛŜǎ that are 

ǎǳǎǘŀƛƴŀōƭŜ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ŦƛǊǎǘ ƛƴǎǘŀƴŎŜΩ and promotes community education and participation. 

- Government must also change the ŎƻƳƳǳƴƛǘȅ άŎƻƴǾŜƴƛŜƴŎŜέ ϧ άƛǘǎ ǎƻƳŜƻƴŜ ŜƭǎŜΩǎ 

responsibility  mind set by leading by example, by initiating strategies that are educative to 

the community, and by legislating and initiating waste management strategies which will 

evolve into zero waste strategies at consumer levels. 

- The halve your waste program is an example where very easily people / housholds / 

communities / schools hospitals / universities /  business / industry can be influenced to 

change their knowledge and halve or even work toward zero waste targets or circular 

economies, by  education and leading by example. Some councils have done this better than 

others. It was disappointing that it was not rolled out across the community.   

-  Dangerous stockpiling of waste in any form MUST BE BANNED 

- Recyclable waste needs to be recycled otherwise it should not go into the recycle bins. 

Education to the community is required and simplicity of the system needs to be ensured so 

industry MUST BE FORCED to simplify packaging and maintain honesty and accountability 

about what the product is made of. It is very complex for the general community at times to 

work out what a product is made of.  

- This is an opportunity to build an industry and provide employment in the cleaning and 

sorting capabilities and the processing capabilities in Victoria and the potential to expand 

the local recycling industry. 

- There is opportunity to be innovative about how to better enable the use of recycled 

materials in local manufacturing; and to minimise what needs to be recycled 

- There is  opportunity to improve existing business models and to improve the economic 

challenges facing the existing industry in its current form by changing mind sets, by 

encouraging innovation, by seeing other ways of waste management that DO NOT INVOLVE 

burning waste, but facilitating a circular economy or working toward zero waste.  

-  Challenging the consumer and community to see that things can be done differently. Even 

questioning a business that is selling a product about how this product will become useful in 

a new way  

- quantifiable benefits include job creation and greenhouse gas emissions reduction, of 

pursuing elements of a circular economy in Victoria; Making industry and corporations 

totally responsible for the impact that its product will have on the environment and 

ultimately the health and wellbeing of the community. 

- Using  the existing Sustainability Fund to find new innovative ways of educating industry and 

community to stop reliance on single use waste generating products to sustainable zero 

waste solutions that will enhance the environment and stop the current carnage of waste on 

our environment. TEACHING ALL THAT WASTE ISSUES are THE RESPONSIBILITY OF ALL. 

- Supporting environmental groups / communities who are trying to deal with waste issues 

by bringing them together so that they can be seen and heard in practical ways to lead their 

communities. 



- AUTHORITIES such as VIC ROADS, Metro rail, CITY LINK< EASTLINK and other road 

authorities especially those toll roads that are making a fortune off road users  MUST be 

made to employ enough people to clean their roads and transport routes. The rubbish 

visible in those areas is obvious and is almost always going into storm water to waterways 

and the oceans. STOP one authority blaming the other for not being responsible for clean-

ups. I know this because I have had phone conversation with them. 

- Melbourne water and other water authorites MUST BE FORCED to cleanup waterways in a 

much more timely manner and must employ enough people to do so. 

- Companies such as FAST FOOD chains and SHOPPING CENTERS, SPORTS FACILITIES  etc  

need to be forced to clean up their rubbish within a minimum of a 1km distance from their 

business and to employ people to do it on a daily basis 

  

- IMMEDIATE CRISIS Strategies are required to reduce waste generation and better manage 

all waste such as soft plastics, compostable paper and pulp, and commercially generated 

waste, by introducing legislation including, but not limited to: 

1. enforcing product stewardship; 

2. container deposit scheme; 

3. banning single-use plastics; and ALL types of plastic bags including so called   

    ōƛƻŘŜƎǊŀŘŀōƭŜΩǎ 

4. BAN ALL UNNESSARY PACKAGING OF FRESH FOODS SUCH AS FRUIT AND VEGETABLES. 

5. government procurement policies need to  lead by example 

6. institutions such as hospitals, universities, schools, etc need to be facilitated to undertake        

    sustainability initiatives and accountability for their waste production 

7. Government at all levels need to review Relevant, inquiries and reports into the waste and         

   recycling industry in other Australian jurisdictions and internationally; What is working. ??   

   What will fit within Australia. 

8. changing immediately to composting capabilities 

9. reducing landfill waste pickups working toward zero landfill. Start fortnightly pickups   

    then monthly (giving people the time to adjust and learn) 

10.increasing recycle capability & introduce reuse / repurpose capability 

11.encourage and facilitate the right to Repair products for maintenance and longer use of     

     an item. 

12.STOP SUPERMARKETS from carrying out foolish marketing ploys that create waste. 

13.RETHINK Council hardwaste programs ς to be turned into reuse rehome opportunity etc  

     not crushed and sent to landfill 

14. Farming and rural properties should be stopped from burying waste or burning it off.  

      They should be composting what they can. 

15. Developers / builders / tradies - more responsible for waste reduction of building 

materials and working toward zero use of landfill 

16.Ensure Pharmaceutical / chemical companies are  responsibile & do not  pollute and   

      Ensure medications or chemicals do not end up in waterways. 

17.Start a campaign -  RETHINK Refuse, Reduce, Reuse, Repair, Recycle, Rehome, Rot &   

                                        Return to the earth. 

18.BAN ALL POLITICAL ADVERTISING OTHER THAN ACTUAL FACT CHECKED POLICY 



19.BAN ALL JUNK MAIL / UNSOLICITED MAIL/ ESTATE AGENTS political advertising ETC 

20.DONATION COMPANIES THAT ARE A BUSINESS TO BE ACCOUNTABLE for the rubbish  

      they create 

 

 

21.CHARITIES TO CHANGE THE WAY THEY CREATE RUBBISH and how they collect the  

     donations. Too often their plastic donation bags and what was in them a strewn all over  

     the place. Stop people from using and dumping at charity bins by banning them. 

22. TEXTILE COMPANIES SHOULD BE BANNED FROM SELLING SUBSTANDARD low USE 

CLOTHING WITH HIDDEN PLASTICS ETC WITHIN THE MATERIAL  

23. STOP ACCEPTING POOR QUALITY PRODUCTS FROM OVERSEAS 

24. Change laws to assist people in multiunit complexes, rentals and bodycorp situations 

 so that they can access the full waste management strategies that other householders 

are able to access 

25. Force companies to minimise packaging of products and also to provide avenues to 

recycle it back to those companies for reuse 

26. Encourage & Facilitate companies to change to plant based compostable packaging 

27. Stop street sweeping and only have vac systems 

28. Design and Place water permeable only  covers on storm water drains to stop rubbish 

entering waterways  

29. Place rubbish collection nets In high polluted waterways .place rubbish nets at key 

points 

30. BAN BALLOONS and make it illegal to release oriental lanterns and balloons into the 

atmosphere for any reason. 

31. Only ACCREDITED AUSTRALIAN LOCAL COMPANIES should be allowed to have waste 

management contracts and they need to be regulated 

 

Governments FEDERAL STATE & LOCAL -MUST be 

brave and bold  to take on this challenge  NOW not 10 

years from now. 

 

A NATIONAL WASTE MANGEMENT STRATEGY 

SHOULD BE DEVELOPED 
 



 
 

 
 



 
 

 



 
 


