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TOMMY’ S JOY: PARTICIPATING IN DEMOCRACY
Hi there! This Portfolio is a space for you to
record your thoughts, ideas, opinions and
discoveries. You can record your ideas using
words, images or other digital material.
The main aim of this Portfolio is for you to
demonstrate your learning.
Be creative, have fun and add as much detail
as you can.

YOUR DETAILS
Name:.  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .
Year Level: .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .
Class/Form: .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .

Use these websites to help you deepen your understanding:
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

https://www.parliament.vic.gov.au/publications/research-papers/download/36-research-papers/13812heritage-note-no-1-2017-the-origins-of-the-eight-hour-day-in-victoria
http://www.nma.gov.au/online_features/defining_moments/featured/eight-hour_day
https://bih.federation.edu.au/index.php/The_Eight_Hour_Day_Movement
http://nla.gov.au/nla.obj-146710442/view
http://monumentaustralia.org.au/themes/culture/social/display/32235-eight-hour-day-monument
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Eight-hour_day
https://www.slideshare.net/BBM2013/labour-day-58402487

This unit of work was designed after consultation with young people (Years 7-10) in secondary schools across
Victoria. Young people identified their favourite ways to learn, with common themes including: videos,
discussion, researching and excursions. If you would like to have your say to help create more learning
materials with the Parliament of Victoria, please email: educationinfo@parliament.vic.gov.au
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LEARNING GOALS

DID YOU KNOW?
Some learning goals explain
what you need to understand,
and some goals explain what
you need to be able to do.

Mark the box with an ‘X’ in the table below to show
how much you understand each of the learning
goals for today’s lesson before we get started.

MY CURRENT LEVELS OF UNDERSTANDING:
By the end of this lesson, I will be able to:
LEARNING GOAL

I KNOW
NOTHING…
YET!

I KNOW A
LITTLE BIT

I KNOW
SOME
THINGS

I KNOW
A LOT

I AM AN
EXPERT

Define the concept of democracy
Understand how lobby groups,
interest groups and direct
action work
Find out how to make contact with
your elected representative/s
Understand how Parliament
responded to community sentiment
in the case of the eight-hour day

Set your own individual learning goal here.

SPARK AN
INTEREST
WATCH IT!
Tommy’s Joy
See how life has changed for
Tommy and his family since we
first met them.
A couple of months have
passed since that miserable
morning in their kitchen in
February 1856.
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LINK TO EXISTING KNOWLEDGE
TALK ABOUT IT!
1.	 What do you most enjoy doing after school or on the
weekends? What would life be like if you were working at
these times instead?
2. If you could change one thing about your local community,
what would it be?
3. How would you describe the work/life balance of your family
members? What about other adults that you know?
Do you think we have lost the eight-hour day?
4. Why did Tommy’s Mum say, “Let’s just say, I wish I worked on
a worksite”?
5. What are the groups, clubs or societies of which you are a
member? What is the overall aim of the group?

ACTIVATE NEW UNDERSTANDINGS
WHAT IS DEMOCRACY?
WATCH IT!
http://www.abc.net.au/btn/story/s4460249.htm - Defining Democracy

TALK ABOUT IT!
1.	
2.
3.
4.

How do we see the ‘rule of the people’ alive and well in Australia?
What were some of the unfair aspects of the democratic system introduced in Greece?
What are some of the values that underpin a democratic system in Australia?
As a young person, you are not able to vote until you are 18.
What are some other ways you can have your voice heard in Australia as a young person?

RESEARCH IT!
Use this infographic website to find out more about the history of democracy in Australia:
https://www.humanrights.gov.au/magnacarta/infographic/

Democracy Reflection Questions
1.	 What were the four huge ideas of Magna Carta?

2. What were three significant historical events or documents that led to democracy in Australia?

3. How are decisions made in your family? Would you say this is democracy in action? Give reasons for your
answer.

4. Go onto the BTN website and ‘add your comment’ about democracy:
http://www.abc.net.au/btn/story/s4460249.htm
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ACTIVE PARTICIPATION
WATCH IT!
•

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=EG_lCin1-Gw - Taking Action

THINK ABOUT IT!
Active Participation Plan
Choose an issue you feel strongly about – something you would like to improve in your local community.
My issue is:

Review the ‘Taking Action’ film above from 1.26 to 1.47. What are three actions you could take to improve the
issue in your local community?

LOBBY GROUPS, INTEREST GROUPS, DIRECT ACTION
WATCH IT!
•
•
•
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http://www.abc.net.au/btn/story/s3340153.htm - Strike Action
https://www.youtube.com/watch?time_continue=2&amp;v=ZOnBv-ephJo - Lobbying Parliament
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=SZIozPBgiG4&amp;index=2&amp;list=PL76E06EB70EFA41DD
- Committees

THINK ABOUT IT!
Participation Mix-Up
Working with a partner, try to match up these terms with their meanings in the table below:
Interest group, Lobby group, Direct action
Value

Meaning
Actions such as protests, strikes, demonstrations or other forms of public protest that
are held in an effort to achieve demands.
A group of people that seeks to influence public policy on the basis of a particular
common interest or concern. Also known as a special interest group or pressure group.
Lobbying is a process of meeting with MPs and ministers to persuade them to accept
and promote particular ideas or interests. Lobby groups are the groups of people who
carry out this work. Parliamentarians are frequently lobbied by individuals, groups and
organisations, who often present opposing points of view on an issue. A lobby group
is likely to be more effective if it can influence a number of voters to support or oppose
the government.

Contact Your Representative

Go to this website: https://www.parliament.vic.gov.au/about/electorates
Enter your home address to find out your elected representative in the Legislative Assembly (District)
and Legislative Council (Region). Record their details below:
My District is:

My Region is:

District Member
(Legislative Assembly)
Member’s Name:
Political Party:
Phone Number:
Email Address:
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Region Member
(Legislative Council)

Parliament Responds
There were lots of key steps that led to the eight-hour day being ‘legislated’ (becoming law) in Victoria.
• In 1871 he introduced a Labour Bill, which passed
• 1859 Charles Jardine Don became one of the first
the Assembly but did not progress in the Council.
working class members of parliament.
• John Gardiner (member for Carlton) introduced an
• In 1859 Mr Don moved a motion that all
Eight-hour Bill in 1883, but it was not debated.
government contracts should be worked
according to the eight-hour system. It was
• John James (member for Ballarat East) introduced
debated but received limited support.
another bill in 1885, and it passed the Assembly
but not the Council.
• In 1869 a petition was presented to Parliament
by John Everard (member for Collingwood) with
• The Eight-hours Act passed in the New South
8,000 signatures.
Wales parliament in 1916, limiting the working
week to 48 hours.
• James Casey (member for Mandurang) introduced
a bill the same day in an effort to ‘legalise’ the
eight-hour day. It was unsupported.

THINK ABOUT IT!
Print this page and draw a comic-strip visual timeline that shows the key events above.

Summary Discussion
TALK ABOUT IT!
1.	 How did the stonemasons actively participate in their community?
2. The stonemasons saw an opportunity to make life better. How could life be better for people in your school
or local community?
3. What are some ways you could take action to make the world a better place?
4. Why do you think it was so difficult for members of parliament to make an eight-hour day the law?
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DEMONSTRATE LEARNING
There are seven tasks you can use to demonstrate your learning, or you could create your own
challenging tasks. Negotiate with your teacher how many tasks you are going to complete and
plan your approach to completing the tasks here:
CIRCLE THE TASKS
YOU ARE GOING
TO COMPLETE

I WILL START
WORKING ON THIS
TASK BY THIS DATE

I WILL FINISH A
DRAFT OF THIS TASK
BY THIS DATE

I WILL FINISH THE
TASK BY THIS DATE:

DRAFT DATE

FINISH DATE

Task One
Task Two
Task Three
Task Four
Task Five
Task Six
Task Seven
Create your own task/s here (optional):
TASK

START DATE

With your teacher, negotiate four criteria you think should be used to assess your work.
CRITERIA
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1

2

3

4

5

Task One: Speech
Consider the issue in your local community you identified on page three of this Portfolio. Write a speech for a
school assembly about this issue and how you are going to take action. Provide lots of detail about how you are
going to make things better.
Extend yourself by delivering the speech in public or recording it for your teacher.

Task Two: How To Guide
Publish a ‘How To Guide’ called ‘How To Take Direct Action’. Be sure to include as many examples of direct
action as you can think of. You may like to review the examples here:
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=EG_lCin1-Gw
Extend yourself by taking meaningful action on the issue you identified on page three of this Portfolio.

Task Three: Vlog
Record a three-part vlog (a blog in which your posting is in video form) where you explore three different issues
that you care about in your local, state, national or international community. In each entry, make sure you
describe what the issue is, but also what you believe could be done to improve things.
Extend yourself by including live interviews with an expert in your vlog.

Task Four: Comic strip
Draw a comic strip for the key events of the 888 movement. Make sure you show what life was like before the
eight-hour day was introduced, the key events that led to the introduction of the eight-hour day, and how life
changed for people after the eight-hour day was introduced.
Extend yourself by turning your comic strip into a short film.

Task Five: Script and storyboard
Create a script and storyboard for a student production designed to teach Year 7 students about the eight-hour
day movement. In your production, make sure you explain what democracy is and show it in action!
Extend yourself by arranging to perform the play to a Year 7 class.

Task Six: Contact your representative
Use the details you recorded on page five of this Portfolio to contact one of your representatives in the Victorian
Parliament. In your correspondence with them, introduce yourself, talk about what you have learned regarding
the eight-hour day, and ask any questions you might have. Ask your representative how you can become more
involved in politics. Be sure to include your name, address and email address so that they can reply.
Extend yourself by choosing an issue that is currently being discussed in Parliament (see the Parliament
of Victoria website: Today in Parliament) and voice your opinion to your representative.

Task Seven: Report
Research working conditions for women in the 1800s and 1900s. Write up a report that outlines the key events
in a timeline of women in the world of work.
Extend yourself by drawing a timeline graphic and illustrating it with historically accurate images.
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GOAL REVIEW

Mark the box with an ‘X’ in the table below to show how much you understand
each of the learning goals after we have completed this work.

MY CURRENT LEVELS OF UNDERSTANDING
LEARNING GOAL

I KNOW
NOTHING…
YET!

I KNOW A
LITTLE BIT

I KNOW
SOME
THINGS

I KNOW
A LOT

I AM AN
EXPERT

Define the concept of democracy
Understand how lobby groups,
interest groups and direct
action work
Find out how to make contact with
your elected representative/s
Understand how Parliament
responded to community sentiment
in the case of the eight-hour day

PEER FEEDBACK
Show your Portfolio to one of your classmates. Ask them to read your Portfolio and give you feedback by
filling in the comments section below:
Peer (name) reading Portfolio:

The best thing about this Portfolio is…

One thing that could be improved is…
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TEACHER FEEDBACK
Comment:

CRITERIA
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1

2

3

4

5

