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TOMMY’S DREAD: VALUES AND SOCIETY
Hi there! This Portfolio is a space for you to
record your thoughts, ideas, opinions and
discoveries. You can record your ideas using
words, images or other digital material.
The main aim of this Portfolio is for you to
demonstrate your learning.
Be creative, have fun and add as much detail
as you can.

YOUR DETAILS
Name:.  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .
Year Level: .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .
Class/Form: .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .

Use these websites to help you deepen your understanding:
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

https://www.parliament.vic.gov.au/publications/research-papers/download/36-research-papers/13812heritage-note-no-1-2017-the-origins-of-the-eight-hour-day-in-victoria
http://www.nma.gov.au/online_features/defining_moments/featured/eight-hour_day
https://bih.federation.edu.au/index.php/The_Eight_Hour_Day_Movement
http://nla.gov.au/nla.obj-146710442/view
http://monumentaustralia.org.au/themes/culture/social/display/32235-eight-hour-day-monument
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Eight-hour_day
https://www.slideshare.net/BBM2013/labour-day-58402487

This unit of work was designed after consultation with young people (Years 7-10) in secondary schools across
Victoria. Young people identified their favourite ways to learn, with common themes including: videos,
discussion, researching and excursions. If you would like to have your say to help create more learning
materials with the Parliament of Victoria, please email: educationinfo@parliament.vic.gov.au
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LEARNING GOALS

DID YOU KNOW?
Students who set their own
learning goals have more
confidence to take on more
challenging tasks.

Mark the box with an ‘X’ in the table below to show
how much you understand each of the learning
goals for today’s lesson before we get started.

MY CURRENT LEVELS OF UNDERSTANDING:
By the end of this lesson, I will be able to:
LEARNING GOAL

I KNOW
NOTHING…
YET!

I KNOW A
LITTLE BIT

I KNOW
SOME
THINGS

I KNOW
A LOT

I AM AN
EXPERT

Understand working conditions in
Victoria before the introduction of
the eight-hour day
Understand children’s rights in
Australia and overseas
Understand how values promote
cohesion in society

Set your own individual learning goal here.

SPARK AN
INTEREST

LINK TO EXISTING
KNOWLEDGE
TALK ABOUT IT!

WATCH IT!
Tommy’s Dread
Meet Tommy, a 13 year old boy
who lives in Melbourne in 1856.
Tommy is tired. It’s early in the
morning (very early) and he has
a looooong day of work ahead
of him.

P1/P2

1.	
2.
3.
4.

What is the atmosphere like in Tommy’s family’s kitchen? Why?
What is breakfast time like for you in the mornings?
What sorts of things cause stress or tension in the mornings?
Tommy is thirteen and thinks it’s unfair he has to go to work.
Describe a day when you were treated unfairly. How did this
make you feel? Describe a time when you were treated fairly.
What were the key things that made you feel like you were
being treated fairly?

ACTIVATE NEW UNDERSTANDINGS
WHAT IS FAIR? CHILDREN’S RIGHTS
WATCH IT!
•
•

http://www.abc.net.au/btn/story/s3343592.htm - Kids’ Rights
http://www.abc.net.au/btn/story/s3749317.htm - Fashion Factories

TALK ABOUT IT!
1.	
2.
3.
4.

What are the key rights for children in Australia that make life fair?
How does the country in which you were born determine your rights as a child?
What is unfair about the way some clothes are made in overseas countries?
How does Tommy’s life compare to the life of children in Australia and overseas?

RESEARCH IT!
Research what life was like in the 1800s in Victoria using these websites, then answer the three questions below.
• https://victorianchildren.org/victorian-child-labor/
• http://ergo.slv.vic.gov.au/explore-history/fight-rights/workers-rights/origins-8-hour-day
• http://www.nma.gov.au/online_features/defining_moments/featured/eight-hour_day
• https://www.parliament.vic.gov.au/publications/research-papers/send/36-research-papers/13812-heritagenote-no-1-2017-the-origins-of-the-eight-hour-day-in-victoria

ANSWER IT!
1. How many hours per day did workers work in Victoria in the 1800s? How many days per week?

2. What sort of jobs did children do during the 1800s?

3. In 1822, convict shepherd James Straighter tried to get wages (rations) raised. What was his punishment?
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ADVANCE AUSTRALIA FAIR?
WATCH IT!
•
•

http://www.abc.net.au/btn/story/s2219578.htm - Discrimination
http://www.abc.net.au/btn/story/s4526308.htm - Refugees and Migrants

TALK ABOUT IT!
1.	
2.
3.
4.

Who are some of the groups that have been discriminated against in Australia in the past?
How have they been discriminated against?
What is fair about the way we work, live and interact with others in Australia?
What are some things you think are unfair in today’s society? Give reasons for your responses.

THINK ABOUT IT!
The ‘Land of the Fair Go’ Comparison Table
You need to think of three pieces of evidence for and against the idea that Australia is the
‘Land of the Fair Go’ and use these to complete the comparison table below.

YES!

AUSTRALIA IS THE LAND
OF THE FAIR GO
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NO!

AUSTRALIA IS NOT THE
LAND OF THE FAIR GO

VALUES IN SOCIETY

KEY WORD
Values: Important or lasting
beliefs, ideals, principles
or standards shared by
the members of a culture
about what is good or bad,
desirable or undesirable.

THINK ABOUT IT!
Values Mix-Up

Working with a partner, try to match up these
values with their meanings in the table below:
Fairness, Freedom, Respect, Inclusion, Civility,
Responsibility, Compassion, Equality
VALUE

MEANING
The state of being equal, especially in status, rights or opportunities
Formal politeness and courtesy in behaviour and/or speech
Being accountable; having the job or duty of dealing
with or taking care of something or someone
Treating someone without favouritism or discrimination
Regard for the feelings, wishes or rights of others
A feeling of deep sympathy and sorrow for another who is stricken by
misfortune, accompanied by a strong desire to alleviate suffering
The state of being free; The power or right to act, speak or think as one wants
The action or state or being included within a group

TALK ABOUT IT!

WATCH IT!
Click on the names below to access hyperlinks:
• Greg - (Life Saver)
• Coen - (Organ Donation)
• Kristy - (Paralympian)

1.	
2.
3.
4.

Which values can you see in Greg’s story?
Which values can you see in Coen’s story?
Which values can you see in Kristy’s story?
Are these ‘Australian’ values or are they
universal values?

THINK ABOUT IT!
My Values
What are your own personal values? What are the things that matter most to you?
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A COHESIVE SOCIETY
TALK ABOUT IT!
1.	 When have you felt ‘connected’ or part of a unified whole?
2. What are the best parts of being part of a ‘cohesive’ group?

KEY WORD
Cohesive: connected,
joined, being part of
a unified whole, unity,
togetherness, solidarity,
bond, sticking together

THINK ABOUT IT!
Ways I Connect
Think about a group where you ‘belong’ (e.g. a team, a family, a class, a school, a community, a band, a special
interest group, a neighbourhood). List three values of this group:

How do you connect with other members of this group?

How do you think shared values might help you feel connected to others?

Summary Discussion
TALK ABOUT IT!
1.	 Is Australia a ‘fair’ place to live? What makes it fair? What makes it unfair?
2. How are the rights of the child consistent with Australian values? How does Tommy’s experience compare
with that of thirteen year olds in Australia today?
3. What would it have been like to have been a worker in the 1800s?
4. Why is a cohesive society important?
5. Why would working conditions in the 1800s have made it difficult to have a cohesive society?
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DEMONSTRATE LEARNING
There are six tasks you can use to demonstrate your learning, or you
could create your own challenging tasks. Negotiate with your teacher
how many tasks you are going to complete and plan your approach to
completing the tasks here:
CIRCLE THE TASKS
YOU ARE GOING
TO COMPLETE

I WILL START
WORKING ON THIS
TASK BY THIS DATE

I WILL FINISH A
DRAFT OF THIS TASK
BY THIS DATE

I WILL FINISH THE
TASK BY THIS DATE

DRAFT DATE

FINISH DATE

Task One
Task Two
Task Three
Task Four
Task Five
Task Six
Create your own task/s here (optional):
TASK

START DATE

With your teacher, negotiate four criteria you think should be used to assess your work.
CRITERIA
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1

2

3

4

5

Task One: Collage
Create a digital image collage that shows the personal values that you think are most important, including as
many democratic values as possible. For each of the images you include, write a brief explanation as to how the
image shows the value, and why you think the value is important.
Extend yourself by presenting your digital image collage to your class.

Task Two: Song
Write a song or a poem called ‘A Fair Go’. You may like to base it on your own experiences, or you could
research an event or situation for inspiration.
Extend yourself by recording the song or reciting the poem to the class.

Task Three: Interview
Interview a grandparent (or someone else you know who is significantly older than you are). The aim of the
interview is the find out as much as you can about working conditions when they started work. Write your
interview questions, then write up a report about what you discovered. What has changed since then? What has
stayed the same? Do you think things have improved or become worse? You may like to record the interview
(with the person’s permission).
Extend yourself by editing the interview into a documentary film.

Task Four: Diary entry
Research one of the jobs that you know children undertook in the 1800s. Find out as much as you can about
what was involved. Write a diary entry as a child in the 1800s, focusing on what you did, but also how you felt
and what you were thinking about during the day.
Extend yourself by writing the events of the day into a stage play.

Task Five: Planning
Draw up two weekly planners (showing 24 hours/day and 7 days of the week). You are going to compare
your average week with Tommy’s average week. On the first planner, colour in the hours you spend: sleeping,
at school, doing homework, doing hobbies (sport, music, theatre etc.), being with your family, watching
entertainment - and anything else you might do in an average week. Now colour in Tommy’s working week: 8
hours of sleep/day, 10 hours of work for six days/week, 2 hours of chores/day. Write a paragraph reflecting on
how you spend your time.
Extend yourself by doing a planner for every member of your family and calculating how much spare
time you each have in a week.

Task Six: Letter
Write a letter of protest from Tommy to his employer. In your letter, explain why you think it is unjust for children
to have to work a ten-hour day, six days per week. Propose an alternative solution and explain why you think
this is a better option. Try to include as many of the following words or phrases as possible in your letter:
‘cohesive society’, freedom, respect, compassion, equality and ‘a fair go’.
Extend yourself by writing a letter from the employer back to Tommy. Talk about the rights of the child.
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GOAL REVIEW

Mark the box with an ‘X’ in the table below to show how much you understand
each of the learning goals after we have completed this work.

MY CURRENT LEVELS OF UNDERSTANDING
LEARNING GOAL

I KNOW
NOTHING…
YET!

I KNOW A
LITTLE BIT

I KNOW
SOME
THINGS

I KNOW A
LOT

I AM AN
EXPERT

Understand working conditions in
Victoria before the introduction of
the eight-hour day
Understand children’s rights in
Australia and overseas
Understand how values promote
cohesion in society

Individual/personal goal:

PEER FEEDBACK
Show your Portfolio to one of your classmates. Ask them to read your Portfolio and give you feedback by filling
in the comments section below:
Peer (name) reading Portfolio:

The best thing about this Portfolio is…

One thing that could be improved is…
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TEACHER FEEDBACK
Comment:

CRITERIA
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1

2

3

4

5

