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Mr CLARK (Box Hill) (36 signatures) and
Mrs POWELL (Shepparton) (391 signatures)

The SPEAKER (Hon. Judy Maddigan) took the
chair at 9.34 a.m. and read the prayer.

North Aspendale: beach renourishment
To the Legislative Assembly of Victoria:

NOTICES OF MOTION
Notices of motion given.
Dr SYKES having given notice of motion:
The SPEAKER — Order! I am advised that the
member for Benalla did not give his notice in writing
prior to the calling of notices; therefore I rule it out of
order.
Further notices of motion given.

PETITIONS
Following petitions presented to house:

Preschools: funding
To the Honourable the Speaker and members of the
Legislative Assembly in Parliament assembled:
The humble petition of the undersigned citizens of Victoria
respectfully requests that the Legislative Assembly of
Victoria:

The petition of the residents of Aspendale, Mordialloc, the
City of Kingston and Victoria draws to the attention of the
government the serious erosion to the beach and sand dunes
at the North Aspendale Beach including the following issues:
(a) the informal rock wall has been breached and large
sections of sand dune behind it have been gouged out
and washed away by wave action, creating a risk to the
public;
(b) foreshore vegetation and rubbish bins have been
dislodged and swept away by the sea;
(c) the high-water mark is now within fifteen metres of
some residential properties creating insecurity for those
property owners.
Prayer
The petitioners therefore request that the government in
conjunction with the City of Kingston provide expertise and
funding to restore and protect the sand dunes and to renourish
and secure the beach at North Aspendale as a matter of
urgency, for the benefit of the public and foreshore residents.

By Mr THOMPSON (Sandringham) (6 signatures)

Taxis: multipurpose program

recognise the value of preschool education and respect
the work of preschool teachers;

To the Legislative Assembly of Victoria:

recognise that preschool teacher qualifications are equal
to primary teachers by offering pay parity;

The petition of the residents in the state of Victoria draws to
the attention of the house the detrimental impact of funding
cuts under the multipurpose taxi program and in particular the
annual cap of $550 for a wide range of service users.

recognise that preschool is an educational experience
and move responsibility to the Department of Education
and Training;

Prayer

retain and attract preschool teachers to tackle the
preschool teacher shortage by offering pay parity,
reasonable workload and appropriate group sizes;

The petitioners therefore request that the Bracks government
abandon the changes which are going to detrimentally impact
upon the elderly and infirm members of our community on a
continuing basis in the following way:

resource preschools in order to:

1.

they will be unable to use a taxi for health services such
as medical, optical, dental, podiatry and related
appointments;

2.

they will be unable to access day programs, social
networks, libraries or shopping centres;

3.

they will be unable to visit their partners or loved ones
who are cared for at hospitals or nursing homes;

4.

their quality of life will be severely diminished.

provide access for all children irrespective of their
family’s economic circumstances;
alleviate unacceptable workloads for volunteer
parents and teachers;
provide for salary parity with school teachers so
that the cost to parents (fees) does not increase;
support for children with additional needs
And your petitioners, as in duty bound, will ever pray.

By Ms BEARD (Kilsyth) (1712 signatures),
Ms BUCHANAN (Hastings) (96 signatures),

By Mr THOMPSON (Sandringham) (3 signatures)

Police: Sandringham station
To the Legislative Assembly of Victoria:

PETITIONS
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The petition of the residents of the Sandringham electorate
draws to the attention of the house the need for a 24-hour
police presence in the Sandringham shopping centre and
Sandringham station precinct. This would be provided by the
construction of a new police station on the former police
station and court house site in Abbott Street, Sandringham.
Prayer
The petitioners therefore call upon the Bracks Labor
government to fulfil an earlier Labor Party election promise
and build a new Sandringham police station during the
current Parliament.
Benefits which will derive from the completion of the project
will include:
(a) a strong police presence in the Sandringham shopping
precinct and railway station area;
(b) the clearing up of a local eyesore with the block of land
poorly maintained and the former courthouse building
badly vandalised;
(c) the completion of development at the northern end of the
Sandringham retail precinct which will serve as a further
catalyst for the aesthetic upgrade of the area.

By Mr THOMPSON (Sandringham) (61 signatures)

Motor registration fees: concessions
To the Legislative Assembly of Victoria:
The petition of the residents in the state of Victoria draws to
the attention of the house the detrimental impact to Victorian
pensioners of the new increase of $78.50 imposed upon them
by the Bracks government for car registration.
Prayer
The petitioners therefore request that the Bracks government
abandon the proposal which will detrimentally impact upon
those who are financially unable to pay in the following
manner:
1.

their freedom of movement will be jeopardised;

2.

their independence will be removed;

3.

their quality of life will be severely diminished.

By Mr PERTON (Doncaster) (8 signatures)

Motor registration fees: concessions
To the Legislative Assembly of Victoria:
The petition of the residents in the state of Victoria draws to
the attention of the house the detrimental impact to Victorian
pensioners and veterans of the new increase of $78.50
imposed upon them by the Bracks government for car
registration.
Prayer
The petitioners therefore request that the Bracks government
abandon the proposal which will detrimentally impact upon
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those who are financially unable to pay in the following
manner:
1.

their freedom of movement will be jeopardised;

2.

their independence will be removed;

3.

their quality of life will be severely diminished.

By Mr THOMPSON (Sandringham) (8 signatures)

Motor registration fees: concessions
To the Legislative Assembly of Victoria:
The petition of the people of Victoria draws to the attention of
the house their dismay at the new motor vehicle registration
fee being imposed by the state government on pensioners,
commonwealth health care card holders as well as low and
fixed income people and families. This will be an unfair
impost on people who can least afford it.
Prayer
The petitioners therefore request that the Legislative
Assembly of Victoria abandon immediately the introduction
of motor vehicle registration fees on low and fixed-income
people.

By Mr PERTON (Doncaster) (65 signatures)

Motor registration fees: concessions
To the Legislative Assembly of Victoria:
The petition of the people of south-west Victoria draws to the
attention of the house their dismay at the new motor vehicle
registration fee being imposed by the state government on
pensioners, commonwealth health care card holders as well as
low and fixed-income people and families. This will be an
unfair impost on people who can least afford it, especially in
rural and regional Victoria where public transport options are
virtually non-existent.
Prayer
The petitioners therefore request that the Legislative
Assembly of Victoria abandon immediately the introduction
of motor vehicle registration fees on low and fixed income
people.

By Dr NAPTHINE (South-West Coast)
(1244 signatures)

Rail: Sandringham line
To the Legislative Assembly of Victoria:
The petition of residents in the Brighton electorate of Victoria
draws to the attention of the house the exceptionally poor
train services on the Sandringham line. Poor services include
regular cancellations, lateness and overcrowding.
The petitioners therefore request that the Legislative
Assembly of Victoria urge the government to improve train
services on the Sandringham line.
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By Ms ASHER (Brighton) (17 signatures)

Land tax: caravan parks
To the Honourable the Speaker and members of the
Legislative Assembly in Parliament assembled:
The humble petition of the undersigned citizens of the state of
Victoria sheweth that the massive increase in state land taxes
on caravan parks is placing an unfair financial burden on
low-income families and holiday-makers who are least able to
afford such a tax.
With many families facing eviction, this massive increase in
land tax is placing both a way of life for many Victorians and
indeed the whole caravan park industry in serious jeopardy.
In addition this land tax is likely to lead to the sale and
subdivision of some of Victoria’s most important coastal
lands.
Your petitioners therefore pray that the Bracks Victorian
Labor government abolish land tax from caravan parks as a
matter of extreme urgency.
And your petitioners, as in duty bound, will ever pray.

By Mr DIXON (Nepean) (526 signatures)

Casey: tree-felling fines
To the Honourable the Speaker and members of the
Legislative Assembly in Parliament assembled:
The petition of certain electors in the division of Casey ask
that the current fine of $2000 for felling a tree without proper
permits or authority be raised to the more realistic sum of
$50 000 for each and every tree so felled.
And your petitioners, as in duty bound, will ever pray.

By Ms BEARD (Kilsyth) (53 signatures)
Tabled.
Ordered that petition presented by honourable
member for South-West Coast be considered next
day on motion of Dr NAPTHINE (South-West
Coast).
Ordered that petition presented by honourable
member for Shepparton be considered next day on
motion of Mrs POWELL (Shepparton).
Ordered that petition presented by honourable
member for Brighton be considered next day on
motion of Ms ASHER (Brighton).
Ordered that petition presented by honourable
member for Hastings be considered next day on
motion of Ms BUCHANAN (Hastings).
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Ordered that petition presented by honourable
member for Nepean be considered next day on
motion of Mr DIXON (Nepean).

RURAL AND REGIONAL SERVICES AND
DEVELOPMENT COMMITTEE
Proposed reference
Mr INGRAM (Gippsland East) — I desire to move,
by leave:
That under the powers found in section 33 of the
Parliamentary Committees Act 2003 the following matter be
referred to the Rural and Regional Services and Development
Committee —
To inquire, consider and report on:
(1) the economic strength of regional and rural areas,
including whether any areas of rural and regional
Victoria are disadvantaged and why;
(2) the impact of current policies from state and federal
governments and what assistance or measures could be
undertaken to improve the economy, business
productivity, attracting investment and creating
competitive advantage in rural Victoria, and with
particular respect to:
(a) the current infrastructure of rural and regional areas
and whether they are adequate to meet the needs of
those communities;
(b) the difficulties facing business and local
government authorities operating in rural and
regional areas;
(c) a review of the current legislation, taxation and
government policy to ensure that it is equitably
administered and delivered across all areas of
Victoria;
(d) an investigation of the causes for the large
discrepancies of the value of municipal rates and
land valuations across the state;
(e) a review of the grants commission act’s
performance in its objective of horizontal
equalisation;
(f)

a review of the impact of the as-of-right entitlement
provisions contained within the state and federal
grants commission acts on funding to local
government areas;

(g) the funding of road and rail infrastructure and
services across the state; and
(h) solutions to any identified inequities.

Leave refused.
Mr INGRAM gave notice of motion.
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BUSINESS OF THE HOUSE
Adjournment
Mr BATCHELOR (Minister for Transport) — I
move:
That the house, at its rising, adjourn until Tuesday,
14 September.

Motion agreed to.

MEMBERS STATEMENTS
Kilbreda College: centenary
Ms MUNT (Mordialloc) — Today I would like to
congratulate Kilbreda College on its centenary of
foundation. I attended its celebrations and was very
moved by the opening statement:
We the community of Kilbreda College acknowledge that the
land upon which our school is located is the traditional land of
the Bunurong tribe.
We acknowledge that colonisation took away the lands and
rights of the indigenous peoples and subsequent policies
separated children from their families.
We believe that Australia can only face its future with
integrity and confidence if we acknowledge this sad truth of
our past.
This past has resulted in indigenous people currently being
the most disadvantaged in our country. We wish to work with
them to change this disadvantage, to respect their traditions
and to restore their rights.
We wish to commit ourselves to work towards a just future
for all peoples in our land. In particular, we believe that
Australia can never reach its potential as a nation until there is
true reconciliation with its indigenous people.

I congratulate the Premier for reflecting the standards of
both Kilbreda and my community by this week
bringing to the Parliament the Constitution
(Recognition of Aboriginal People) Bill. It is a dreadful
shame and a dreadful blight on that community that the
federal government does not match that commitment
and do the same.

Emergency services: Warrnambool helicopter
Dr NAPTHINE (South-West Coast) — Every week
lives are being put at risk in south-west Victoria
because the Bracks Labor government is still dithering
rather than supporting the plan for an emergency
helicopter based at Warrnambool. This year alone such
a helicopter could have helped seriously injured
accident victims, fishermen lost at sea, hikers injured
and lost in our national parks, and seriously ill people
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needing urgent Melbourne-based specialist services, but
still the Bracks government procrastinates and dithers.
In October 2002, in response to the government’s
request and the Premier asking whether there was any
need for such a helicopter, a business case was put
forward. In December 2003 Woodside Energy
promised $61 million over 27 years to sponsor the
helicopter service. In May 2003 the Premier said a
decision would be made next month. In
November 2003 a spokesman for the Minister for
Police and Emergency Services said the decision was
not far away. In April 2004 the Premier said the
government was exploring the details of the options. In
June 2004 a government spokesman said, ‘We expect
an announcement shortly’.
Unfortunately, people are dying while this government
dithers and procrastinates on this very important
lifesaving issue. There is literally blood on the hands of
the Bracks Labor government while it delays on this
decision making. This helicopter will save lives in
western Victoria and it is a disgrace that the
government has not made the decision.

Steven Hooker
Mr BATCHELOR (Minister for Transport) — I
rise to congratulate Victorian pole vaulter, Steve
Hooker, who a few hours ago competed for Australia in
the Olympic Games in Athens. This was a qualifying
round for the pole vaulting competition. He failed to
proceed to the next round, but like many other athletes
at the Olympic Games he did his absolute best. Much
attention and public focus goes to the medal winners
during the games, but medal winners would be nowhere
without strong competition from other athletes
participating in the Olympic Games. At the age of 22
Steve Hooker was the youngest of three pole vaulters
competing for Australia. He was the third youngest in
the international field of 40 pole vaulters who contested
the qualifying round, and he did that very competently.
He is a great credit to Australia, to himself and to his
family.
His father, Bill Hooker, was a four-time Australian
national track champion and a Commonwealth Games
400 metre and 800 metre specialist. His mother, Erica,
won nine long jump national titles, a Commonwealth
Games silver medal and competed in the 1972 Munich
Olympic Games. Both Erica and Bill are public
servants, and many people would know Erica from her
work here in the Department of Parliamentary Services
a number of years ago.
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Preschools: teachers
Dr SYKES (Benalla) — I call upon the Bracks
government to listen to the pleas from parents and
kindergarten teachers for a better deal to ensure the best
possible start to life for our preschool children.
Along with the member for Shepparton, I joined
kindergarten teachers protesting in Shepparton last
week and supported their calls for pay parity with
primary school teachers, the provision of administrative
support by kindergartens being incorporated into the
education department, and increased financial support
for capital works and operating costs.
Local kindergarten teachers, including Jenny Heaps
from Violet Town, Rhondda Boer from Munro Avenue,
Benalla, Annette McKenzie from Moyhu and Helen
Bretherton from Mansfield have all highlighted to me
how poorly paid Victorian kindergarten teachers are in
comparison with their interstate colleagues and primary
school teachers. They have also highlighted the unfair
administrative burden on often inexperienced parents
and the necessity for massive fundraising efforts and
fees just to meet operating costs and pay for
improvements to kindergarten facilities.
It is time for the Bracks government to listen, hear and
act on the pleas from kindergarten teachers and from
preschool children’s parents and the committees they
are on. If the government wants policy guidance, I refer
it to The Nationals’ policy on kindergartens, which was
developed in 1999.

Leopold: neighbourhood centre
Ms NEVILLE (Bellarine) — Earlier this month I
had the pleasure of accompanying the Premier as he
officially opened the new Leopold indoor
neighbourhood centre (LINC). It was a terrific
occasion — a real celebration of a successfully
completed project that reflected Leopold’s strong
community spirit.
This was a local initiative with members of the
community being directly involved in the development
of the project. The local residents recognised the need
for a community space; there was not one in Leopold
despite the fast-growing population there. The Bracks
government provided $700 000 in 1999 and a further
$180 000 in 2002 — a total of $880 000 towards this
facility. The centre is a state-of-the-art facility with a
basketball court, multipurpose rooms and a kiosk. The
centre is for all ages and caters for recreational and
sporting activities. It will be a bonus to the school,
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which we have also rebuilt and which is likely to open
shortly.
I would like to acknowledge Glen Brown, the principal
of the primary school, and the LINC committee — Joel
Luttrell, Louise Doherty, Mandy Sutherland, Rob and
Alma Miller, Laury Vella, Tony Graham and David
Cross. The LINC will provide Leopold and the region
with a much-needed neighbourhood centre, and it is
already fast becoming a focal point for the whole
community.

Rail: regional links
Mr MULDER (Polwarth) — As the master of all
train disasters the Minister for Transport must tell
Victorians that there will be further lengthy closures of
the Ballarat, Geelong and Latrobe Valley lines for the
newly identified slow train project. Every one of these
slow rail projects is over budget. When is the minister
going to place all the extra costs on the government’s
contracts web site?
There have already been 168 days of rail line closures
in total on these three lines. Now we find that in
October, Warragul, Latrobe Valley, Sale and
Bairnsdale commuters will face a nine-day shutdown of
their trains. Between Christmas and the new year it is
likely that the Ballarat line will shut down, and
following that the Geelong line will shut down for up to
nine days in January 2005. Commuters know the new
trains will not run at 160 kilometres an hour until at
least January 2006, if at all. Commuters were told and
expect that from now on there will be only weekend
closures of train lines.
Then we come to the Bendigo line. No substantial work
has occurred, and the closure has now been deferred
from October 2004 to January 2005. This project is as
much as a year late. Why are the members for Bendigo
East, Bendigo West, Ballarat East and Macedon not
using their extra time to demand that Labor retain the
two tracks between Kyneton and Bendigo? This is what
the local councils and the community want. It appears
that the Minister for Transport wants to be remembered
as a vandal who ripped up this much-needed second rail
track north of Kyneton and as a minister who constantly
bullied local councils and threatened the withdrawal of
funding if they did not toe the line.

Cemeteries and Crematoria Association of
Victoria
Mr ANDREWS (Mulgrave) — On Friday,
13 August, I had the great pleasure of representing the
government at the annual general meeting of the
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Cemeteries and Crematoria Association of Victoria
(CCAV). The meeting was well attended and provided
a valuable opportunity for trust members, industry
representatives and administrators to come together to
discuss and debate issues and challenges facing the
cemetery sector.

in various administrative capacities at all levels.
Congratulatory letters received from a number of
people were read during the evening, including letters
from the Governor-General, the Victorian Governor,
the Prime Minister and the Premier. In the words of the
Prime Minister:

The program included a presentation from Small
Business Commissioner Mark Brennan and
Australasian Cemeteries and Crematoria Association
president James McKay. I was pleased to provide the
meeting with details of the government’s
comprehensive implementation plan for the new
Cemeteries and Crematoriums Act. The new act will
come into effect on 1 July 2005, and it is important to
provide information and training to those affected. That
is why training workshops will be held right across the
state to brief volunteer trust members on their
obligations and duties under the new legislative regime.

Clubs such as Kew are the very foundation on which
Australia’s success in the international arena has been built.
The Kew club is an outstanding example of what can be
achieved in a representative context by a group of people who
have a passion for and commitment to their chosen sport.

The CCAV annual general meeting was an opportunity
to outline the implementation plan and the
government’s broader agenda for the sector as well as a
chance to listen to trust members and others involved in
the day-to-day management and care of our public
cemeteries. It was an opportunity to listen and provide
feedback to the government.
Special mention must be made of a moving luncheon
address delivered by the director of Chevra Kadisha,
Mr Ephraum Finch. Congratulations go to Mr John
Shaw on his election as CCAV president, and thanks go
to the CCAV for its hard work and the tremendous
commitment of the 3500 volunteer trust members at
561 cemeteries right across Victoria. Their hard work
makes possible the proper and dignified recognition of
those who have come before us and their contribution
to Victoria.

Kew Hockey Club: centenary
Mr McINTOSH (Kew) — On Saturday, 14 August,
the Kew Hockey Club became the first Victorian
hockey club to celebrate its centenary. Kew Hockey
Club is Victoria’s oldest surviving hockey club and
fields a number of strong and competitive teams,
including state league 1 teams for men and women.
The local mayor and I were lucky to be guests of
president Richard Clancy at the celebratory dinner held
at the Melbourne Cricket Ground. It was a terrific night.
There were a number of amusing speeches and a very
funny audio-visual history of the club. Mr Clancy
reminded the 250 guests of the important contribution
the club has made, with many club members achieving
both state and national selection and serving the game

To my thanks, congratulations and best wishes to the
Kew Hockey Club may I also add my best wishes and
best of luck to the Australian Kookaburras, who take on
the Netherlands in tomorrow night’s men’s hockey gold
medal match.

Airports: funding
Ms BEATTIE (Yuroke) — I wish to congratulate
Chris Barlow and his team at Melbourne Airport for
another great year. Melbourne Airport is a great
contributor to the state economy and tourism and
provides fantastic employment opportunities in my
electorate. Passenger numbers are up, freight
movements have increased and more seats are
available. Of course increased seats mean more
passengers. I support Mr Barlow in his call to the
federal government to provide the extra resources
needed to handle the passenger increases and avoid
excessive delays when entering or leaving Australia.
This will become increasingly necessary as we
showcase Melbourne to the world with the
Commonwealth Games in 2006.
I also call on the Howard government to provide the
extra funding for first-class facilities and security at our
regional airports. Each regional airport should have
scanning equipment equivalent to that of Melbourne
Airport. There should be hand-held scanners and extra
staff at regional airports. The Prime Minister, John
Howard, and the federal transport minister, John
Anderson, should be making funds available for this
equipment right now. They should also be making
funds available to provide the extra staff. We always
hear John Howard talk about terrorism. Now is the time
for him to put his money where his mouth is and
provide those funds for airport security.

Shepparton: Ready 2 Drive program
Mrs POWELL (Shepparton) — On the 17 August I
attended a very successful Ready 2 Drive program in
Shepparton. I congratulate the Ready 2 Drive
committee, and particularly the chair, Mr Gary
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Golding, who is also the principal of Mooroopna
Secondary College. I thank the sponsors and the
supporters: the Greater Shepparton City Council,
Murray Bushrangers, Goulburn-Ovens TAFE,
RoadSafe Goulburn Valley, the Driver Education
Centre of Australia, or DECA, Victoria Police,
VicRoads, the Transport Accident Commission, Ken
Muston Automotive, Shepparton Search and Rescue,
the Royal Automobile Club of Victoria, Crouch and
Webb Pharmacists, Goulburn Valley Health and the
Victorian Automobile Chamber of Commerce. I would
particularly like to thank Mr Stan Cornish of the
VACC. When I asked him if the VACC would sponsor
this program, the answer was yes, The VACC
generously provided $15 000 over three years and is
pleased to be associated with such a worthwhile
program.
The aim of this program is to ensure that all year 10, 11
and 12 students in the six secondary colleges in the City
of Greater Shepparton have the opportunity to
participate in a driver education program that includes
instruction on risk-taking behaviour and accident scene
action. Cara Johnston, an international presenter, spoke
to students about the impact of the death of her
18-year-old twin sister in a car accident. Cara tours
extensively telling her story in the hope of educating
young people about road safety and life choices. All
year 11 students attended the Looking After Our Mates
session, where Peter Stonehouse, a driving instructor,
gave important advice to students about responsible
drinking and driving.
I congratulate the six schools involved: Notre Dame
College, Shepparton High School, Goulburn Valley
Grammar School, Mooroopna Secondary College,
McGuire College and Wanganui Park Secondary
College.

Brian Taylor
Mr CRUTCHFIELD (South Barwon) —
Yesterday I had the privilege of attending a celebration
of Brian James ‘Tarz’ Taylor’s life. Approximately
1000 people listened to and laughed and cried about
eulogies for the friendly larrikin from Belmont. His
lifetime partner, Gwenda, and friend Peter Faulkner
delivered powerful eulogies that evoked strong
memories of a fun-loving, caring and
community-minded man. Tarz was a life member of the
Belmont Fire Brigade unit and made significant
contributions to the Belmont Bowls Club, the Barwon
Football Club, the Belmont Baseball Club and the
Belmont girl guides, to name a few.
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Tarz spent all his working life in High Street, Belmont,
firstly at the Belmont newsagency around from the old
fire station and then at the Belmont Tattslotto agency. If
you did not know Tarz, then you did not shop in
Belmont. He was a Belmont icon and the unofficial
mayor of High Street.
At the end of the service a guard of honour formed by
Belmont Bowls Club and the Country Fire Authority
saw Tarz and his family off on his last lap of his
beloved High Street. My deepest sympathies to his
partner Gwenda, his mother Alice, all the Taylor
family, Peter and staff at the Belmont Tattslotto agency,
and the other traders and customers Tarz touched. The
community is richer because of the considerable
contributions Brian James ‘Tarz’ Taylor made to this
community. As Gwenda said in the eulogy, ‘When God
made Tarz he threw out the mould’. She was right,
Tarz, mate! Vale Tarz Taylor — a Belmont legend.

Wind farms: Bald Hills
Mr BAILLIEU (Hawthorn) — I have a suggestion
for every member of the Labor backbench. Go, if you
dare, and visit Bald Hills. Stand on the rich green
slopes. Experience the breathtaking panorama. Visit the
bird sanctuary and wetlands reserve nearby. Gaze over
Cape Liptrap and the Prom. And then weep for the
shame of what the Labor Party is doing to our heritage
landscape: 52 industrial turbines, each close to
40 storeys high!
But I also have a word of advice: do not tell the locals
who you are. The welcome mat has been put away. It
was the Labor Party that conned members of the
community and wasted their time. It was the Labor
government that wasted their money. It was Labor that
trashed their environment. It was the Labor backbench
that let the Minister for Planning ignore the cries of a
desperate community. The fight has just begun.
Something has to go, and something will go. Will it be
the turbines or the government? Lest they think the
anger will pass in the local community alone, they
should be assured that every visitor, every
holiday-maker, every journalist, every artist, every
child, every writer, every family and every voter will be
told. They will be just as angry as those in whose
garden Labor left these towering triffids. These
structures will stand as permanent reminders of the
contempt Labor showed for our coastal landscapes.
When they, like their Labor masters, cease to spin they
will stand as ghostly tombstone towers, bearing the
names of the Labor members who let this happen.
‘Bracks: coastal vandal’. Learn it, loathe it. It will haunt
you day and night!
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Tourism: Malaysian delegation
Mr LIM (Clayton) — Tan Sri Datuk Chong Kah
Kiat, the Deputy Chief Minister and Minister for
Tourism, Culture and Environment of the state of
Sabah, Malaysia, has recently led a 100-strong
delegation to Melbourne. His trip was to promote his
state, with a population of approximately 2.6 million, as
a destination for Australian tourists.
In the absence of the Minister for Tourism at the time,
the Minister for Small Business in the other place, the
Honourable Marsha Thomson, and I hosted a luncheon
for the minister and his entourage in Parliament House
on 4 August. In the evening the ministry of tourism of
Sabah put on a spectacular cultural show and a
sumptuous banquet to entertain some 300 local citizens
who had originated from Sabah. On the following
evening the ministry once again hosted a similar event
targeting the travel and hospitality industries in
Victoria.
Tan Sri Datuk Chong’s speeches on both occasions
were filled with passionate promotion of the beauty of
the land as an ecotourist destination. He stressed
Sabah’s friendliness and the availability of world-class
facilities at relatively reasonable rates plus the direct
flight of an Australian airline from Melbourne.
I am sure that a great deal of business will result as a
consequence of the promotion. I am confident of the
promotion and that Tourism Victoria could gain a lot by
emulating Tan Sri Datuk Chong’s lead in promoting
Victoria as a tourism destination from the Asia-Pacific
regions. By sending promotional delegations to major
cities in the region, we can bring tourist dollars by the
millions to our state’s economy.

Victorian Competition and Efficiency
Commission: establishment
Mr CLARK (Box Hill) — The way the Victorian
Competition and Efficiency Commission has been
established is both a sham and a shambles. It is a sham
because despite repeated claims that the VCEC is
independent, it is a body completely under the thumb of
the government. The VCEC is subject to the directions
of the Treasurer in every aspect of what it does. It is
prohibited from engaging its own staff and instead is
required to use staff provided from within the
Department of Treasury and Finance. Furthermore it is
required to:
… operate in a framework consistent with Victorian
government’s social, economic and environmental policies
and priorities.
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In other words, it cannot recommend anything contrary
to current Victorian government policy. So much for
independence!
The contrast with a truly independent commission, like
the commonwealth’s Productivity Commission, is
stark. The Productivity Commission is established
under its own act of Parliament. It may employ its own
staff and has its own genuinely independent policy
guidelines. Furthermore the commonwealth
government must table the Productivity Commission’s
inquiry reports in Parliament within 25 sitting days
whereas for the VCEC the Victorian Treasurer should
make public the reports within six months and is not
required to table them in Parliament.
The establishment of the VCEC is also a shambles
because the VCEC is purportedly established as a state
body under section 14 of the State Owned Enterprises
Act 1992 — an act which Labor reviled at the time and
which exists to facilitate the reorganisation of
government, corporations and businesses. Section 14
only permits state bodies to be established for the
purposes of the act whereas the roles of the VCEC are
economic policy research and administration. It would
seem therefore that the establishment of the VCEC is
not authorised under the State Owned Enterprises Act. I
wish the staff of the VCEC well in whatever good work
they do but their work is simply the work of
departmental officers of the Department of Treasury
and Finance. The Treasurer should not try to pretend
otherwise.

Breakwater Residents Action Group
Mr TREZISE (Geelong) — On Wednesday,
4 August, I had the pleasure of attending the annual
general meeting of the Breakwater Residents Action
Group, or, as it is known locally, BRAG. The group
was born out of a threat to the local community — the
proposal of another large poker machine venue to be
located in the area. But out of this adversity or this fight
came the opportunity to unite the area under the
umbrella of the action group.
Since its formation, the organisation has addressed
many local and wider community issues that affect the
neighbourhood. These range from local council issues
including bread-and-butter issues such as footpaths,
roads and rubbish collection to state issues including
gambling, noise pollution and the old chestnut — an
upgraded Breakwater Road bridge.
The group keeps in contact with residents and keeps
them informed through their newsletter The Bragger,
which is currently an annual newsletter, but I am sure it
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will become a regular and important source of
information for residents.
I commend all those people who have been active in the
Breakwater Residents Action Group, in particular its
president, Terry Murrihy, secretary, Justin Mills,
treasurer, Brian Oates, and those residents who make
up the committee. I look forward to working with
BRAG for many years to come.

Monash: Sir John Monash awards
Ms MORAND (Mount Waverley) — Each year the
Monash Council pays tribute to outstanding residents
who make valuable contributions to the local
community through the Sir John Monash awards. The
awards were established in 1997 to recognise those
individuals who provide outstanding service to the
community.
The awards, held late last month, honoured two
outstanding Monash residents and acknowledged the
work of many others who were nominated. Among
those recognised this year were Glen Waverley resident
John Thompson, who won the community leadership
category, and Phyllis Richards, who was named
Monash volunteer of the year. I know John Thompson
through his involvement as chair of the committee of
management of the Glen Waverley child and family
care network in Glen Waverley. As chair of this
network he has been directly involved in the wonderful
work of this outstanding organisation. He has been
involved in community groups in the Monash area
since 1965 and has helped raise thousands of dollars for
various groups. John Thompson and his wife Barbara
Thompson are very well-known for their community
work in Monash.
Volunteer of the year recipient was Phyllis Richards,
who has volunteered with the Meals on Wheels
program for 20 years. Mrs Richards is 85 years old and
is still actively working as a volunteer in the
community.
I commend the City of Monash and mayor, Joy Banerji,
for recognising the work of John Thompson and Phyllis
Richards through the Sir John Monash awards. I would
also like to congratulate Angelo Alipan for receiving a
Caroline Chisholm award for his work in the
community. Angelo is very active for the Macedonian
senior citizens club. This great club meets at the Mount
Waverley community centre and will shortly celebrate
its 10th anniversary.
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Geoffrey Ballard
Mr LANGDON (Ivanhoe) — I pay tribute today to
Geoffrey St Vincent Ballard, OAM. He passed away,
unfortunately, on 9 August, aged in his late eighties. He
was a well-known friend to the Labor Party and to the
people of Rosanna. He was active in Amnesty
International, the Australian Labor Party, the Uniting
Church and in the community in general. He was the
author of two books. Nation with Nation describes the
Olympic Village in West Heidelberg during the 1956
Melbourne Olympics, where he was deputy
commandant. He was exceptionally proud of this. He
also wrote On Ultra Active Service, which is the story
of Australia’s signal intelligence operations during
World War II, where he served time on active duty.
Geoffrey Ballard was an outstanding person, such as
you very rarely meet. He was genuine and kind and had
lots of friends in the community. He is a great loss to
the local community, the Labor Party and the nation in
general. His wife, Beth, passed away very recently, and
I extend my deepest sympathy to his extended family of
children, grandchildren and great grandchildren.

Latrobe Valley: power stations
Mr JENKINS (Morwell) — I would like to
congratulate the Minister for Energy Industries, the
Minister for Environment and the Premier for their
continued commitment to base load power stations in
the Latrobe Valley while at the same time tackling
those very real and responsible issues of greenhouse
and the Kyoto protocol. This is in stark contrast to the
continued talking down of the Latrobe Valley brown
coal-fired power stations by those known as the Vic
Nats, now known as the Nimby Nats.
Members of The Nationals keep describing our power
stations in the Latrobe Valley as dirty and not
compatible with the Kyoto protocol. The Nationals use
our brown coal-fired power stations in the Latrobe
Valley as an excuse for not signing on to the Kyoto
protocol that we all know we are going to have to sign
on to at the end of the day. We know that federally and
at a state level we have a responsibility to future
generations to make sure that we all do what we can to
make improvements. The Nationals continue to talk
down our power stations in the Latrobe Valley. They
continue to run down brown coal and the significant
contribution it makes to this state’s wealth.
Improvements have been made to that contribution this
year, even taking into account the fact that when The
Nationals sold off the power stations, they sold off the
technology and the improvements and put us 10 years
behind in making significant improvements. We are
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still making those improvements today. The Nationals
have to stop talking down brown coal.

Lilydale High School: Principal for a Day
Ms McTAGGART (Evelyn) — On 18 August I
had the pleasure of being principal for a day at Lilydale
High School in my electorate. The principal, John
Benison, invited me to experience first hand the
day-to-day running of this great school. Lilydale High
School is the largest school in Evelyn and has
1800 students and around 150 staff members.
My day started at 8.30 a.m. with a very busy staff
meeting, followed by a discussion with the principal on
daily procedures at the school. I enjoyed the
opportunity to tour the school and inspect the capital
works currently under construction. In the last budget
the Bracks government committed $3.8 million to
Lilydale High School. During the tour of the school I
had many informal discussions with students. They
were quite intrigued with the Principal for a Day
program. Recently the Minister for Transport attended
the school to launch a $400 000 bus interchange which
will ensure the safety of students while they are being
transported to and from school. I was invited to address
year 7 and VCE students. I certainly enjoyed speaking
candidly to the students during these classes, and they
were very interested in the role of a local member of
Parliament.
I attend this school regularly to discuss politics and
local issues with students. Earlier this year I held
forums with over 200 students in years 7 and 9.
Principal for a Day is a community partnership program
which builds relationships between government
schools, business and the wider community. I
understand several of my parliamentary colleagues
participated in the program this year, and I am sure they
enjoyed it as I did. I am fortunate to have a special
relationship with the Lilydale High School community,
and I appreciated the opportunity to experience first
hand daily issues faced by staff and students in such a
large government school.

Mill Park: broadband access
Ms D’AMBROSIO (Mill Park) — I wish to report
to the house an important initiative of the Whittlesea
council and the state government in assisting local
residents and businesses to fight for broadband access
in their localities. I particularly wish to congratulate
councillors Cathy Hayes and Sam Alessi on their
leadership on the issue. It has been a passion of theirs
for quite a long time, and they have done a remarkable
job in harnessing the will in local communities and
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forming partnerships to lobby Telstra and the federal
government for broadband access in their localities.
Last week the council held a public forum, which I
attended. Most residents who were present were from
the Botanica Park estate in my electorate of Mill Park.
Botanica Park is a relatively new housing estate and
residents were dismayed, upon moving into their new
homes, to find that they had no broadband access
whatsoever. We are not talking about a rural
community here; we are talking about the outskirts of
metropolitan Melbourne. Telstra and the federal
government have done very little to actually put
Australia at the forefront of broadband access.
Residents of South Morang and people with businesses
in the Thomastown area have expressed concern about
the lack of broadband access. Broadband access is a
critical building block for our international
competitiveness in the information age of
industrialisation.
The forum also heard that Telstra — —
The SPEAKER — Order! The member’s time has
expired. The member for Frankston has 45 seconds.

Frankston Heights Primary School: aerobics
team
Mr HARKNESS (Frankston) — As a former
student of Frankston Heights Primary School I am
immensely proud of the school aerobics team, which
last weekend became Australian national aerobics
champion. Georgia, Jordan, Aysha, Alexandra, Emily,
Ashleigh, Laura, Paige, Kaisha and Zoe travelled to
Adelaide and came first in the primary stage 1 division
of the school aerobics national competition. This was
the result of coming first in the state championships in
July. They competed against the 11 best primary
schools throughout Australia.
I cannot report the final score, as the principal of
Frankston Heights, Carole Reed, informs me that
members of the team were all so excited that they
forgot to listen for the final result! However, the judges
commented on the excellent teamwork of the girls. I
was very proud to sponsor this team, and last week I
was also very proud to be the principal for the day at
Frankston Heights Primary School. They stood out
because they were a group of girls who performed so
well together as a team.
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GAMBLING REGULATION
(AMENDMENT) BILL
Second reading
Mr HOLDING (Minister for Manufacturing and
Export) — On behalf of the Minister for Gaming, I
move:
That this bill be now read a second time.

The trustees of the will and estate of the late George
Adams conduct a private enterprise for the beneficiaries
of the estate. The trustees hold a gaming operator’s
licence and a public lottery licence under the Gambling
Regulation Act 2003 and are authorised as a gaming
operator to conduct Club Keno in Victoria. The
gambling activities of the trustees are managed by
Tattersall’s Holdings Pty Ltd, and its subsidiaries and
related corporate entities which are responsible for the
operation of the licensed activities.
Earlier this year, the trustees of the estate of the late
George Adams indicated that they proposed to change
the structure of the estate from a trust to a corporation
so that it could then become listed on the Australian
Stock Exchange. Changing the structure to a
corporation requires, amongst other things, the transfer
of the estate’s gambling licences and other
authorisations.
The Gambling Regulation Act 2003 currently prohibits
the transfer of the gaming operator’s licence and the
public lotteries licence held by the trustees.
The main purpose of the bill is to amend the Gambling
Regulation Act 2003 to enable the trustees of the will
and estate of the late George Adams to transfer their
gaming operator’s licence, public lottery licence and
authorisation to conduct Club Keno to a new corporate
entity.
In addition, in order to ensure appropriate probity and
reporting requirements are in place, the bill regulates
shareholding interests in the new corporation and
makes provision for its financial recording and
reporting requirements.
Currently, while there is some variation between the
reporting requirements that apply to each of Tattersall’s
gambling activities under the Gambling Regulation Act
2003, auditing by the Auditor-General is generally
required and in some instances, reports must also be
tabled before Parliament.
Once the new company has been listed on the
Australian Stock Exchange, this current reporting
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regime will be unnecessary as the company will be
subject to the normal reporting requirements that apply
to all publicly listed companies. This will ensure that
there is appropriate reporting and transparency of the
company’s activities.
The bill makes provision for removal of the
requirement that the accounts of the holder of a gaming
operator’s licence, a public lottery licence or an
authorisation to conduct Club Keno must be audited by
the Auditor-General and the requirement for tabling
before Parliament. These requirements will be removed
once the new company has been listed on the stock
exchange.
There will be a transitional phase, however, between
transfer of the licenses to the new company and its
listing on the stock exchange. To ensure adequate
reporting occurs during this phase, the bill enables the
current reporting requirements to remain in place after
transfer of the gambling licences has occurred.
The bill also provides for appropriate probity checks to
be undertaken by the Victorian Commission for
Gambling Regulation as part of the transfer process.
In addition, the bill places a cap of 10 per cent on
individual voting interests in the new company, subject
to exceptions:
for any beneficiary that is entitled to more than
10 per cent on the basis of their existing beneficial
interest in the estate; and
to facilitate the transfer of the licences and the
subsequent listing of the new Tattersall’s company
on the stock exchange.
The shareholding restriction will apply to the new
company while it holds the gaming operator’s licence.
Placing a 10 per cent limit on individual shareholdings
is consistent with the restriction placed on Tabcorp as
the holder of a gaming licence under the act.
The bill also places restrictions on the new company for
cross-ownership and involvement in other gaming
related activities. These restrictions are similar to those
applying to Tabcorp, subject to exceptions that are
required to allow the new company to continue to
operate all existing gambling activities within its
current corporate structure.
The purpose of the shareholding and cross-ownership
restrictions is to ensure that appropriate probity
measures are in place.
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I now make the following statement under section 85(5)
of the Constitution Act 1975 of the reasons for altering
or varying that section.
Clause 10 of the bill inserts a new subsection (2) into
section 11.1.7 of the Gambling Regulation Act 2003. It
states that it is the intention of the new
section 3.4.37I(6) to alter or vary section 85 of the
Constitution Act 1975.
Clause 5 of the bill inserts two new divisions, being
divisions 3A and 3B, into part 4 of chapter 3 of the
Gambling Regulation Act 2003.
Division 3A relates to the regulation of shareholding
interests in the holder of a gaming operator’s licence
under chapter 3 of the act. Under that division, the
minister can make declarations relating to the
regulation of shareholding interests in the holder of a
gaming operator’s licence. New section 3.4.37I in that
division provides for certain appeals to the Supreme
Court against those declarations and also provides in
subsection (6) that, except as provided in the division, a
declaration of the minister may not be challenged or
called into question.
The provisions in that division to enforce the
restrictions on shareholdings, including the making of
declarations by the minister and the limitation of
appeals to the Supreme Court against such declarations,
are an essential mechanism for achieving the objects of
the legislation and, in particular, for ensuring probity in
the conduct of the business of the licensee and in
dealings in shares of the licensee.
Chapter 4 of the Gambling Regulation Act 2003
already contains an equivalent limitation of appeals in
relation to the holder of the gaming and wagering
licence under that chapter. The new section will ensure
that the limitation will apply to both the holder of a
gaming operator’s licence under chapter 3 and the
holder of the wagering and gaming licence under
chapter 4.
The bill as drafted will remove the legislative
impediment to the restructure of Tattersall’s that is
currently imposed by the Gambling Regulation
Act 2003, while ensuring that appropriate reporting and
probity measures are retained.
In addition, the corporatisation of Tattersall’s will
provide, for the first time, transparency of the
ownership of the Tattersall’s business.
I commend the bill to the house.

Thursday, 26 August 2004

Debate adjourned on motion of Mr HONEYWOOD
(Warrandyte).
Debate adjourned until Thursday, 9 September.

DISTINGUISHED VISITORS
The SPEAKER — Order! Just before I ask the
Clerk to call the next bill I would like to acknowledge
in our gallery today the previous Minister for
Agriculture and Minister for Aboriginal Affairs, the
Honourable Keith Hamilton. Welcome back, Keith!

CONSTITUTION (RECOGNITION OF
ABORIGINAL PEOPLE) BILL
Second reading
Mr BRACKS (Premier) — Before moving the
second-reading speech, I acknowledge the traditional
owners of the land on which this Parliament precinct
stands. I pay my respects to the elders and the elders
present here in Parliament today and acknowledge them
as the traditional owners of the land on which we stand.
Honourable members — Hear, hear!
Mr BRACKS — I move:
That this bill be now read a second time.

This bill formally recognises the Aboriginal people of
Victoria and their contribution to the state. This bill is
an important step towards reconciliation with
indigenous Australians.
Reconciliation is about:
respect;
treating others as equals;
making right as best we can past injustices.
That is why this bill is so important.
It is proper that the constitution of Victoria should
describe the circumstances of our founding and tell of
the first people of this land. It is proper that the
constitution should acknowledge the unique and
irreplaceable contribution they have made and continue
to make to this place where we, who came here after
1835, have made our home.
The bill amends the Victorian constitution to recognise
that the events described in the preamble to the
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constitution occurred without the due consultation,
recognition or involvement of Aboriginal people.
The bill also recognises that Aboriginal people, as the
original custodians of the land on which the colony of
Victoria was established:
have a unique status as the descendants of
Australia’s first peoples;
have a spiritual, social, cultural and economic
relationship with their traditional lands and waters;
and
have made a unique and irreplaceable contribution to
the identity and wellbeing of Victoria.
While the bill will not confer any legal rights, it is an
important step towards reconciliation between
Victorian indigenous and non-indigenous communities.
The bill provides for the amendments to be entrenched
by a special three-fifths majority to enable the
provisions to form an important and enduring part of
the constitution.
This bill will make Victoria the first state in Australia to
lead the way by formally recognising the Aboriginal
people in its constitution.
I commend this bill to the house.
Debate adjourned on motion of Mr HONEYWOOD
(Warrandyte).
Debate adjourned until Thursday, 9 September.

MAGISTRATES’ COURT (INCREASED
CIVIL JURISDICTION) BILL
Second reading
Mr HULLS (Attorney-General) — I move:
That this bill be now read a second time.

The Bracks government is committed to a
comprehensive modernisation of the justice system.
Providing reliable advice and effective mechanisms to
solve disputes are two key steps to giving ordinary
Victorians a fair go in the legal system.
In May this year I launched the justice statement that
provides a comprehensive agenda for reform in the
Attorney-General’s portfolio. One of the important
areas identified by the statement was the need to
improve the system for resolving civil disputes in
society.
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Dispute resolution processes must focus on early
prevention and intervention to stop matters getting out
of hand and costing disputants large sums of money,
typically thousands of dollars. Legal costs are often out
of all proportion to the sum that is in dispute. Litigation
must be an option of last resort, and where it is needed
the matter should be resolved in the lowest appropriate
jurisdiction to ensure that the disputants do not incur
unnecessary costs.
By increasing the Magistrates Court’s civil jurisdiction
to $100 000, as we promised at the last election, and by
increasing the ceiling to $10 000 at which minor
matters can be resolved using the more informal
arbitration process, the bill is an important component
of the government’s vision for civil justice.
Increased civil jurisdiction
The civil jurisdiction of the Magistrates Court has been
set at $40 000 since 1996. The Magistrates’ Court
(Increased Civil Jurisdiction) Bill will raise the
jurisdiction from its present limit to $100 000.
The Magistrates Court of Victoria provides an
accessible, low-cost forum for the resolution of civil
disputes. Litigation in the higher courts is generally
more expensive and takes longer than in the
Magistrates Court.
Increasing the civil jurisdiction of the court will enable
larger numbers of litigants to bring their proceedings in
the Magistrates Court and therefore enhance options for
the resolution of a greater number of disputes.
Arbitration of small claims
The Magistrates’ Court Act requires the court to refer to
arbitration claims where the relief sought is less than
$5000. This bill increases the monetary limit to
$10 000.
In the justice statement, the government indicated that it
would consider raising the ceiling of arbitration matters
from $5000, which was set when the act was passed in
1989, and it has now decided that the jurisdiction can
be appropriately raised to the new level of $10 000,
with significant benefits for disputants in the
Magistrates Court.
The resolution of disputes through arbitration is an
important part of the effective dispute resolution
provided by the Magistrates Court. Arbitration is an
extremely cost-effective and speedy method of
resolving small disputes and increased use of arbitration
within the Magistrates Court is an important part of the
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government’s commitment to a reformed justice
system.
This bill will considerably expand the role of the
Magistrates Court in providing a low-cost, accessible
forum for the resolution of civil disputes.
It is an early example of what will be a steady stream of
reforms flowing from the justice statement and from the
courts strategic directions being developed jointly by
the courts.
I commend the bill to the house.
Debate adjourned on motion of Mr McINTOSH
(Kew).
Debate adjourned until Thursday, 9 September.

MAGISTRATES’ COURT (FAMILY
VIOLENCE) BILL
Second reading
Mr HULLS (Attorney-General) — I move:
That this bill be now read a second time.

The problem we face
We like to think that our homes are where we can feel
protected and safe. We like to think that our families
will protect us from harm. Disturbingly this is not the
case for thousands of Victorians. Many Victorian
homes are a place of fear and harm.
In 2002–03, almost one half (42 per cent) of all
Australian homicides occurred between family
members.
In 2002–03, 21 per cent of homicides in Australia
were between intimates.
In 2002–03 Victoria Police submitted 28 000 family
violence incident reports. In this same period there
was an increase of 21.3 per cent in police family
violence incident reports.
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What is more, these figures represent the tip of the
iceberg. It is estimated that up to 80 per cent of violence
against women is not reported to the police.
The scope of the family violence problem across
society is hard to comprehend. The personal, social and
economic cost to individuals, families, communities,
business and the state is immense and unacceptable.
The recently released VicHealth report, The Health
Costs of Violence — Measuring the Burden of Disease
Caused by Intimate Partner Violence, found that
intimate partner violence was the leading contributor to
death, disability and illness in Victorian women aged
15–44, being responsible for more of the disease burden
than many well-known risk factors such as high blood
pressure, smoking and obesity.
The effect of family violence on children — whether
they are physically or emotionally abused or witness
harm to others — is now apparent in child psychiatry
and child development research.
Responses
Family violence is a justice issue, health issue and an
education issue. The breadth and shocking severity of
family violence requires a strong response from the
community and government. The response needs to be
extensive and across government if we are to have an
impact on family violence. This government has
accepted this challenge.
The whole-of-government women’s safety strategy was
launched in 2002. This strategy, along with
government’s safer streets and homes policy, has
guided work in a range of areas to reverse this
staggering trend and prevent family violence.
As part of this government’s 2002 election policy
statement, Working for Women — Labor’s Plan for
Victoria’s Women, we pledged to establish a family
violence division of the Magistrates Court.

Police estimate that over 30 per cent of all family
violence incident reports involve repeat attendances
by police.

The statewide steering committee to reduce family
violence is a high-level committee of community peak
bodies and government. It advises the government on
ways to combat family violence. It is also developing a
framework to promote a fully integrated system of
services for families experiencing violence.

In 2002–03 children were present at 48 per cent of
police attendances at family violence incidents and
40 per cent of parents involved in child protection
matters in 2001–02 had experienced family violence.

A response to the indigenous family violence task force
report is being developed which takes into account the
different cultural contexts for family violence and the
most effective solutions.
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In addition, the Victorian Law Reform Commission has
been given a reference to review the Crimes (Family
Violence) Act 1987 and the philosophy that underpins
our approach to family violence. Victoria Police will
shortly release its new code of practice for the
investigation of family violence, and a database of
family violence statistics has been designed by the
Victorian Community Council Against Violence which
can inform further policy initiatives. The Magistrates
Court now has a supervising magistrate who monitors
and oversees the court’s response to family violence.
Family violence prevention projects are working to
create healthy, respectful family relationships and so
avoid cycles of violence forming.

that can address the underlying causes of behaviour
which lead people to come before the courts.

A justice system response

A specialist court

The Magistrates’ Court (Family Violence) Bill 2004 is
part of this government’s response to family violence. It
has been developed in extensive consultation with those
who work with families experiencing family violence. I
would like to record my thanks to the members of the
two reference groups who have provided advice in
relation to the development of the bill, especially the
representatives from community organisations. Your
insights and perspectives, commitment and time have
informed this important work. Your input is both
essential and appreciated.

Magistrates assigned to the family violence court will
have knowledge and experience in family violence
matters. All staff appointed to the family violence court
or working within the court — registrars, police
prosecutors, lawyers — will have training in the nature
and dynamics of family violence.

Key features of the bill
The Magistrates’ Court (Family Violence) Bill 2004 is
a significant piece of legislative reform. It will:
establish specialist family violence courts in Ballarat
and Heidelberg;
enable the two new family violence courts to direct a
defendant subject to a family violence intervention
order to attend and participate in counselling;

The establishment of two family violence courts at
Heidelberg and Ballarat as divisions of the Magistrates
Court is based on these principles. These specialist
courts, due to commence operation in early 2005, will
be development courts. They will enable us to trial a
new court-based approach to family violence and
evaluate a suite of new approaches, procedures and
services located within the court.
How will the family violence court be different to
other magistrates courts?

Concurrent jurisdictions
At the moment, the Magistrates Court has separate lists
for each division which means that from the one family
violence incident the victim, children and defendant
may be required to come back to the court numerous
times to different divisions without any continuity of
dealings with the matters and have to repeat their stories
many times over to different court staff and service
providers.
After one incident of family violence, the Magistrates
Court currently deals with matters as follows:
intervention orders in the crimes family violence
division;

provide further protection for children from family
violence and minimise their involvement with court
proceedings;

summary offences and bail applications in the
criminal division;

provide a number of reforms to make court
processes more responsive and less intimidating for
those experiencing family violence.

crimes compensation applications in the Victims of
Crime Assistance Tribunal.

Establishment of the family violence court.
The justice statement recognises the principles that our
judicial and administrative processes should respond to
the needs of victims with compassion and respect for
dignity. It emphasises that victims should receive
medical, psychological and social assistance. The
justice statement also promotes problem-solving courts

contact and residency matters in the Family Court;

Each court and tribunal has different personnel,
different parties to proceedings and a different set of
professionals from varied disciplines, which may
require a mother and child to relive traumatic events
several times in the different jurisdictions for different
legal purposes.
The family violence court will have concurrent
jurisdiction to hear any matters currently within the
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jurisdiction of the Magistrates Court, which arise from
or include allegations of family violence. The family
violence court division will be able to hear:
family violence intervention order proceedings in
relation to adults and children, including breaches of
intervention orders;
civil damages claims for personal injury;
all matters over which the Magistrates Court
currently has jurisdiction under the Family Law Act
1975;
all matters over which the Magistrates Court
currently has jurisdiction under the Child Support
(Assessment) Act 1989;
charges proceeding summarily against an adult
defendant, including breaches of intervention orders,
bail and compensation applications following any
finding of guilt;
crimes compensation applications under the Victims
of Crime Assistance Act 1996;
committal proceedings for indictable offences where
the defendant is an adult; and
proceedings in respect of counselling to change
violent behaviour.
In the family violence court, it is not legal categories or
remedies which will shape the court’s jurisdiction.
Rather, the needs of those who experience family
violence set the court’s jurisdiction.
Alternative arrangements for reducing the trauma of
giving evidence
The bill recognises that for many, coming to court to
give evidence can be a frightening and overwhelming
experience. Improving the court experience for
witnesses may result in a lower ‘drop-out’ rate among
those who come to court and apply for an intervention
order.
The bill provides that a witness in the family violence
court can apply to give their evidence by closed circuit
television or with a person beside them to offer
emotional support. The court can also be requested to
order a person to leave the court while a witness gives
evidence. If the witness is under 18 years of age, there
is a presumption that the family violence court will
make such orders unless there is good reason why such
arrangements are not necessary. For example, the child
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may want to give evidence from the witness box in
court.
There has long been concern about children being
exposed to the legal aftermath of family violence in the
courts. This bill provides that a child who is the
aggrieved family member or a child of parties to the
proceedings can only be present in court or give
evidence if a court makes an order to this effect. Such a
provision does not bar a child from participating in
proceedings if necessary to achieve procedural fairness
or natural justice. The provision is intended to make the
participation of children in such proceedings a
considered and conscious step by a magistrate, bearing
in mind the need to shield children from the damaging
effects of family violence and the distress of legal
proceedings about that violence.
Court assistance program
Whilst it has not been necessary to set out the nature of
the court support program in the bill, a crucial
component of the family violence court will be trained
staff to assist court users. Care has been taken in
planning the court assistance program to ensure that the
needs of culturally and linguistically diverse
communities and indigenous communities will be
addressed. This will be achieved in training and
recruitment programs, signage, access to interpreters
and translated materials.
It is anticipated that the court assistance workers will
explain the court processes and procedures to court
users, carry out risk assessments, develop safety plans
for those in fear and ensure there are timely referrals
made to outside agencies with respect to housing,
finances, employment and ongoing counselling and
support. In this way, the family violence court will be
an integrated part of the service system that responds to
family violence.
Family violence court intervention program — a pilot
The family violence court will have the power to order
a defendant subject to an intervention order to attend
counselling to address their violent behaviour. This is
an important aspect to the family violence court
problem-solving approach.
Family violence, despite changing police practices,
shifting community expectations and the use of
intervention orders by Victorian courts since 1987,
shows no sign of abating. Clearly we must take some
bold steps to address the causes of violent behaviour
rather than simply deal with the outcomes and count the
costs.
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This pilot will run for approximately two years in
Heidelberg and Ballarat. It will be carefully evaluated
to assess its ability to be transferred to other courts and
regions. The provisions relating to the counselling
program are due to sunset on 30 October 2007
The counselling programs will be specified by the
Secretary of the Department of Justice and will
conform to practice standards endorsed by the
Department of Human Services. The counselling will
be primarily conducted in groups and will aim to
change the underlying values and beliefs which
contribute to violent behaviour. The counselling will
include:
education about types of violence and the social
context of violence;
awareness of one’s own violence and the need to
accept responsibility;
awareness of feelings;
becoming non-violent and non-controlling; and
advocacy to prevent violence.
International evaluations of behaviour-change
counselling programs addressing violent behaviour
indicate promising results. The most comprehensive
study conducted in the United States canvassed
outcomes for 618 men over seven years. It found that:
The vast majority of men eventually were not violent for a
sustained period. At the 30-month follow-up, more than
80 per cent of the men had not reassaulted a partner in the
previous year …

The model for the behaviour-change counselling draws
on the New Zealand system, which has operated for
nearly 10 years, but is the first of its type in Australia.
The aim is to prevent violent behaviour rather than to
wait until an offence is committed and harm is done.
The pilot will operate in the following way.
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the defendant suffers from a disability or health
condition which would rule out their participation.
After the court receives the eligibility report, it then
decides whether to order the defendant to attend
counselling. The defendant’s lack of interest in
counselling however, will not be relevant to the
court’s decision to order counselling.
Court orders to attend an eligibility interview or to
participate in counselling will be made of the court’s
own motion and are not part of an intervention order.
Accordingly, the applicant for an intervention order
will not be associated with the court’s order for
counselling.
The court will not delay making an intervention
order while a defendant is being assessed for a
counselling order.
The defendant will participate in counselling over
approximately 20 weeks to address his violent
behaviour.
Counselling services will also be offered to the
family of the defendant.
If the defendant fails to attend either the eligibility
interview or the counselling without reasonable
excuse, the matter may be referred to local police for
investigation and possible prosecution. Attempts will
be made to encourage compliance with the court
order. Criminal sanction will not be the first resort of
those administering the pilot as the purpose of the
pilot is to get these defendants to counselling and
achieve long-term behaviour change.
Legislative safeguards protect the defendant’s
confidential relationship with the counsellor and
ensure that he/she can test the findings in the
eligibility report in open court.
Protection for children

A defendant to an intervention order application will
have access, at court, to a defendant liaison officer
who will explain the court processes and possible
outcomes.

The bill makes a number of reforms to the Crimes
(Family Violence) Act 1987. These reforms will apply
to the Magistrates Court at all locations when hearing
intervention order applications, not only the family
violence court.

If the family violence court makes an intervention
order, an adult defendant may be assessed for
eligibility for the counselling program. The
eligibility test will focus on the capacity and ability
of the defendant to participate in counselling. Most
defendants will be eligible to participate, but not if

The bill recognises the harm caused to children when
they are subjected to family violence or witness family
violence being perpetrated. Studies report a number of
childhood problems which are statistically associated
with a child witnessing family violence. These
problems can include:

MAGISTRATES’ COURT (FAMILY VIOLENCE) BILL
192

ASSEMBLY

more aggressive and antisocial behaviour;
fearful and inhibited behaviour;
anxiety;
depression;
trauma symptoms; and
temperament problems.
The bill provides that an intervention order will now be
available to protect children who witness or hear family
violence and are likely to do so again. The child must
be a family member of either the person who has
experienced family violence or the person using the
violence.
The bill ensures that if children do become involved in
intervention order proceedings as a result of family
violence, their dealings with the court are minimised.
By ensuring that children affected by the family
violence can only be present in court or give evidence
with court permission, children will be shielded from
the distress of legal proceedings.
The bill also clarifies that a court hearing an
intervention order in respect of a child may inform itself
in any way it thinks fit. It is not bound by the rules of
evidence and does not need to hear evidence from the
child. The court may satisfy itself about the need for an
order from the testimony of others, preferably adults.
The bill also requires the Magistrates Court at all
locations when hearing an intervention order
application (or applications to vary or revoke) to
consider whether there are child family members who
may satisfy the grounds for an intervention order. If
there are children in need of this protection, the court
may make an intervention order for the child’s
protection even if no-one has applied for such an order.
Under this provision, the needs of children will be
examined in every family violence intervention order
hearing.
Responsive and flexible courts
Court processes must be fair and accord all parties
procedural fairness and natural justice. However, there
are many ways of achieving just processes and just
outcomes. The bill makes a number of amendments to
the Crimes (Family Violence) Act 1987 to give courts
greater flexibility when hearing intervention order
applications and to ensure it can cater for the needs of
all parties.
The bill provides for the use of affidavit evidence in
family violence intervention order matters to minimise
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the stress of giving evidence in court. Naturally
witnesses would still be available for cross-examination
if required. This provision recognises that an applicant
who is intimidated by the court process or afraid to give
oral evidence may never initiate an intervention order.
Currently the Crimes (Family Violence) Act 1987
requires an intervention order application to be heard in
the court closest to either the place where the alleged
incident occurred or the defendant’s residence. The bill
now allows the residence of the ‘aggrieved family
member’ to be taken into account when considering the
proper venue for an intervention order hearing. This
means the needs and convenience of the person who
may have experienced family violence can be
considered in deciding the appropriate court. This may
be important if, for instance, a woman has moved to
avoid her ex-partner and wants the matter to be
determined in a local court.
The bill also provides that a person affected by family
violence in urgent need of protection can now make
their application for an interim intervention order to the
Magistrates Court in any location in Victoria. This
makes Victoria’s Magistrates Court more responsive
and more accessible to those in crisis and needing
protection.
Finally the bill will require a defendant who is subject
to an intervention order to show a change in
circumstances before he or she can seek a revocation or
variation of an intervention order. This provision will
discourage defendants from bringing unmeritorious
applications to the court when the factors that founded
the court’s order are still present.
Conclusion
The establishment of the family violence court and the
piloting of the family violence court intervention
project represent a significant shift in the way our
courts and justice system respond to family violence.
These reforms signal a repositioning of our courts
within the community to better align legal responses to
family violence with the responses of other agencies
tackling the physical, psychological, financial and
social effects of family violence. The family violence
court intervention project, in particular, draws a line in
the sand and points to a new way for our courts to
address violent behaviour — by tackling its causes, not
just its effects.
The changes to the Crimes (Family Violence) Act 1987
will ensure a greater focus on the needs of children
experiencing family violence. It recognises the need to
protect them from seeing and hearing family violence
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but at the same time shield them from the court
processes that respond to family violence.
The effect of these provisions will be a more
responsive, flexible and effective justice system for
those experiencing family violence.
I commend the bill to the house.
Debate adjourned on motion of Mr McINTOSH
(Kew).
Debate adjourned until Thursday, 9 September.

EVIDENCE (WITNESS IDENTITY
PROTECTION) BILL
Second reading
Mr HULLS (Attorney-General) — I move:
That this bill be now read a second time.

This bill is part of the government’s major crime and
terrorism package which implements model laws
developed as part of a national initiative to tackle
cross-border criminal activity. Organised criminal
networks such as drug cartels can move freely across
the country, but police are often hampered in
investigating cross-border crime because the laws on
police investigations vary across Australia.
Recognising the need for a nationally coordinated
approach to law enforcement, commonwealth, state and
territory leaders met in 2002 for a summit on terrorism
and multijurisdictional crime. At that summit, the
Premier committed to introduce model laws for a
consistent national set of powers for criminal
investigations that cross state and territory borders.
These model laws were to cover controlled operations,
surveillance devices, assumed identities and witness
identity protection, and were to enable relevant
authorities or warrants issued in one jurisdiction to be
recognised as valid in other participating jurisdictions.
The model laws were developed by a national joint
working group established by the Standing Committee
of Attorneys-General and the Australasian Police
Ministers Council. Victoria has played a leading role in
this national initiative.
In February 2003 the joint working group released a
discussion paper on the proposed model laws. After
receiving submissions from across Australia, the joint
working group revised the model laws and published
them in November 2003 in the Cross-Border
Investigative Powers for Law Enforcement report.
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In the autumn 2004 sittings, the Victorian Parliament
passed the first three bills of the major crime and
terrorism package: the Crimes (Assumed Identities) Act
2004; the Crimes (Controlled Operations) Act 2004;
and the Surveillance Devices (Amendment) Act 2004.
This bill is the final part of the major crime and
terrorism package and implements the model laws
relating to witness identity protection.
Witness identity protection is a process that enables
undercover operatives to give evidence in court without
disclosing their true name or address. This is important
because undercover operatives can have their lives
placed in danger, or their personal safety threatened, if
their names or addresses are revealed. This bill
introduces a statutory regime to protect undercover
operatives’ identities in court, and the circumstances in
which this may occur.
Application to cross-border situations
Currently, the law on protecting the identity of
undercover operative witnesses varies between
jurisdictions across Australia. This means that when
undercover police operatives are involved in a complex
cross-border investigation, there is no consistent
approach to how their identities will be protected if the
matter goes to court.
As a result, the joint working group developed model
provisions to establish a consistent national approach to
witness identity protection. These provisions detail the
process for issuing ‘witness identity protection
certificates’, and the effect of these certificates in court
proceedings.
Victorian common law currently recognises that a
judge or magistrate has a discretion to allow a witness
to give evidence without revealing their true identity in
appropriate circumstances. This judicial discretion,
based on the doctrine of ‘public interest immunity’,
allows the court to rule that identifying information
about the witness is immune from disclosure on public
interest grounds. This approach works well.
Accordingly, the common law will be retained for
purely local situations. As a result, the bill will only
apply to cross-border situations.
A cross-border situation arises where:
a Victorian operative, working undercover under
Victorian law, is giving evidence in another
jurisdiction; or
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a witness from interstate, working undercover under
the law of another jurisdiction, is giving evidence in
Victoria.
The bill amends the Evidence Act 1958 to state when a
‘witness identity protection certificate’ may be issued to
a Victorian undercover operative, and when certificates
issued in other jurisdictions will be recognised in
Victoria.
Issuing witness identity protection certificates in
Victoria
The bill allows senior officers in Victoria Police and the
Australian Crime Commission to issue a witness
identity protection certificate to an undercover
operative if they are required to give evidence in an
interstate proceeding. A certificate can only be issued if
disclosing the real name or address of the operative will
endanger their or somebody else’s safety, or jeopardise
an investigation.
The bill requires the certificate to include information
that is relevant to the credibility of evidence given by
the operative. This is important because it allows
affected parties to the proceedings, including the
accused in criminal trials, to challenge the credibility of
the witness without disclosing their identity. Types of
information recorded on the certificate include aliases,
prior convictions or findings of guilt, outstanding
charges, findings of professional misconduct,
outstanding allegations of professional misconduct, and
false representations.
To assist senior officers of Victoria Police and the
Australian Crime Commission to prepare the certificate,
the bill requires the operative involved to make a
statutory declaration on matters such as prior
convictions, findings of guilt and findings of
professional misconduct. This declaration will not be
publicly released, but may be used for perjury or police
disciplinary proceedings.
The bill creates two offences to protect the identity of a
Victorian operative who has been granted a witness
identity protection certificate in Victoria.
The first will apply where a person knows or is reckless
as to whether a certificate has been issued, and
intentionally, knowingly or recklessly does something
that leads to the disclosure of the operative’s identity.
This offence carries a maximum penalty of two years
imprisonment.
The second offence applies to the more serious
situation where the person intends to endanger the
health or safety of an operative, or prejudice the

Thursday, 26 August 2004

effective conduct of an investigation; or where they
knowingly or recklessly do so. This offence carries a
maximum penalty of 10 years imprisonment.
These offences, and the penalties attached, are intended
to protect the health and safety of operatives, and assist
the effective conduct of undercover operations.
Recognition of witness identity protection
certificates issued in other jurisdictions
Witness identity protection certificates issued in other
jurisdictions will be able to be recognised in Victoria.
Under the bill, a witness identity protection certificate
must be filed with the relevant court, and given to other
parties to the proceeding, before the operative gives
evidence. The operative may then give evidence under
an assumed or court name, and cannot be asked
questions, or be required to answer questions or make
statements, that disclose their true identity.
The court may also make any order it considers
necessary to protect the witness’s identity, with any
intentional, knowing or reckless contravention of that
order attracting a maximum penalty of two years
imprisonment.
As with certificates issued within Victoria, the bill
provides for offences in relation to disclosure of the
identity of operatives issued with certificates in other
jurisdictions. Certificates issued in other jurisdictions
will also record information that is relevant to the
credibility of evidence given by the operative. This
information will allow parties affected by the
proceedings, including the accused in criminal trials, to
challenge the witness’s credibility without the need to
disclose their identity. However, in some situations
there may be no way to test a witness’s credibility
without disclosure.
In these situations the bill provides that a party may
apply to the court for leave to ask a witness questions or
require a witness to answer questions or make
statements that may reveal their true identity. Such an
application is heard in the absence of any jury and,
unless otherwise decided by the court, in a closed court.
The court may only grant leave to ask the question if
there is evidence that would substantially call into
question the witness’s credibility. It must also be
impractical to test the witness’s credibility without
disclosing their identity and must be in the interests of
justice to do so.
The bill provides the court with the power to make
suppression orders regarding these applications and any
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evidence that arises from them. Under the bill a breach
of a suppression order attracts a maximum penalty of
two years imprisonment.
Another safeguard provided by the bill is the power of a
presiding officer to require an interstate operative to
disclose their true identity to the presiding officer. This
is important, because it allows the presiding officer to
determine whether a conflict of interest or question of
bias exists. This is intended to avoid potential
miscarriages of justice and the need to abort trials
already under way.
Requirement to report to Parliament
The bill has an important accountability mechanism.
The chief executive officer of Victoria Police and of the
Australian Crime Commission must each prepare an
annual report concerning witness identity protection
certificates issued by their respective agencies. These
reports outline the number of certificates issued, the
grounds on which they were issued and whether any
certificates were cancelled. The report must be
provided to the Attorney-General as soon as possible
following the end of each financial year.
The Attorney-General will then present this report to
Parliament within 15 sitting days of receiving it.
Mutual recognition
The bill will commence upon proclamation. However,
it will not have a practical effect until other jurisdictions
introduce their own legislation based on the model
provisions. The bill allows for these laws to be
prescribed as ‘corresponding laws’ for the purposes of
witness identity protection. When another jurisdiction
also prescribes the Victorian legislation, the witness
identity protection certificates issued in each
jurisdiction will be recognised by the other.
The model laws on witness identity protection will
eventually be implemented by all states and territories.
This will create a scheme that ensures undercover
operatives in cross-border situations will be covered by
the same witness identity protection provisions
anywhere in Australia.
Statement under section 85(5) of the Constitution
Act 1975
I wish to make a statement under section 85(5) of the
Constitution Act 1975 as to the reasons why
section 42BE(1), as inserted by clause 3, alters or varies
section 85 of that act by limiting the jurisdiction of the
Supreme Court.
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Clause 4 inserts a new section 151A of the Evidence
Act 1958, which states that it is the intention of
section 42BE(1) to alter or vary section 85 of the
Constitution Act 1975.
Section 42BE(1) provides that a decision to issue a
witness identity certificate is final and cannot be
appealed against, reviewed, called into question,
quashed or invalidated in any court. It is the intention of
section 42BE(1) to limit the jurisdiction of the Supreme
Court so that the decision by a chief or senior officer of
a law enforcement agency to issue a witness identity
protection certificate is not reviewable by the courts.
The reason for the limitation of the Supreme Court’s
jurisdiction is that, given the decision to issue a
certificate is based on highly sensitive operational
information, the decision could not be reviewed without
disclosing this information. This would defeat the
purpose of the witness identity protection scheme.
By introducing the final bill in the major crime and
terrorism package, the Bracks government is
reaffirming its commitment to ensuring that
impediments to the effective investigation of serious
and organised criminal activity are removed.
I commend the bill to the house.
Debate adjourned on motion of Mr McINTOSH
(Kew).
Debate adjourned until Thursday, 9 September.

WATER INDUSTRY (ENVIRONMENTAL
CONTRIBUTIONS) BILL
Second reading
Mr THWAITES (Minister for Water) — I move:
That this bill be now read a second time.

I have great pleasure in introducing the Water Industry
(Environmental Contributions) bill into the house
today. This bill is an important part of one of the most
innovative and integrated water strategies ever
developed in this state. The government’s white paper,
Our Water Our Future — Securing Our Water Future
Together, released in June this year identified the
unprecedented challenges we face in ensuring that our
water supplies are maintained and sustained for the
future and recognised that we are at a crossroads in our
use of water.
The time of Victorians, of Australians, assuming that
water is an endless resource is past. Our water supplies
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cannot be taken for granted. The current drought, our
past use of water and future demand from population
increase all remind us of the fundamental importance of
water and the finite nature of the resource. We cannot
continue to take water from the environment and
assume that there will be no consequences. We have to
change the way we think about water and we have to
change the way we use water to make sure that our
future water supplies are secure.
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address adverse water-related environmental
impacts.
The white paper clearly stated the government’s
commitment to spending all of the revenue raised
through the environmental contributions on
water-related initiatives that promote this purpose. For
the first four-year period these initiatives will be
undertaken across five key areas:

The government has already introduced a number of
significant initiatives as part of its strategy for
safeguarding future water supplies and providing for
sustainable water resource management.

national commitments to improving the health of the
River Murray and its Victorian tributaries;

These include the establishment in 2003 of the
$320 million Victorian Water Trust to provide a secure
source of investment in Victoria’s precious water
resources. The trust seeks to invest in practical,
innovative water projects that are financially, socially
and environmentally responsible. The government puts
the challenge to potential investors and stakeholders to
work together to harness the potential for creativity
within the water sector and to ensure the objectives of
the trust are delivered through maximising its leverage
potential, advancing sustainable water resource
management and driving an innovative industry culture.

urban water initiatives and recycling;

The white paper builds on these earlier initiatives and
sets out the government’s commitment to sustainable
development and its agenda for water reform.
Importantly the white paper identifies the cost to the
environment of extracting water from rivers and
aquifers. The white paper notes that we have surpassed
our environmental limits in relation to many of our
river systems: one third of Victoria’s rivers are in poor
or very poor condition; the state of the Murray River is
a national issue; and some of our stressed rivers need
more water to achieve sufficient environmental water
reserves. The government believes that water
authorities should contribute funding towards water
related initiatives that promote the sustainable
management of water and address adverse impacts to
the environment associated with water use.
I turn now to the bill.
This bill will provide for environmental contributions to
be paid by water authorities. The contributions will be
based on a percentage of each authority’s revenues. The
purpose for which environmental contributions are to
be raised is to fund initiatives that seek to:
promote the sustainable management of water; and

protecting and repairing our water sources;

water-smart farms and sustainable irrigation; and
water security for our cities, farms and the
environment.
The bill specifies the contributions to be paid by water
authorities for the first period. These reflect the
arrangements spelt out in the white paper which are:
urban authorities will be required to pay an amount
from 1 October 2004 equivalent to 5 per cent of their
revenues as an environmental contribution;
in recognition of the ongoing impacts of the drought,
rural authorities will not be required to contribute
until 1 July 2005;
from 1 July 2005 to 30 June 2008, rural authorities
will be required to pay an amount equivalent to 2 per
cent of their revenues as an environmental
contribution. This lower contribution recognises
irrigators’ roles in working towards better
environmental outcomes and will assist them to
make the necessary adjustments; and
in recognition of the ‘sales’ package and the drought,
the Goulburn-Murray Rural Water Authority will not
be required to contribute funding to water initiatives
until 1 July 2007.
The percentages of revenues on which the contributions
are based vary depending on the services being
provided by an authority (in the case of the newly
amalgamated authorities different percentages will
apply to urban and rural services) and some authorities
are exempt from making payment for varying parts of
the period.
After the first period, the bill provides for the amount of
the annual environmental contribution payable by an
authority to be specified in an order made by the
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minister administering the Water Industry Act 1994.
The amount specified in the order is to be a percentage
as determined by the minister of the revenues raised by
the authority in a particular period.

help us to deliver substantial environmental benefits
and redress the balance that is necessary to ensure
secure water supplies and healthier waterways for
future generations of Victorians.

To provide for transparency in the making of an order
for the periods following the first period, the bill also
includes the matters to which the minister must have
regard in making an order. These matters include the
purposes for which the contributions are being
collected, the ability of the water industry to make
contributions and the ability of an authority to make a
contribution, as well as any expenditure by an authority
on environmental initiatives that are consistent with the
purpose as set out in the bill and the outcomes of any
review.

I commend the bill to the house.

An authority or category of authorities may be
exempted from the requirement to make an
environmental contribution for all or part of any
particular period having regard to any contributions that
may be made by an authority to address the
environmental degradation to waterways and to reduce
future demand on surface and ground water resources.

Mr THWAITES (Minister for Environment) — I
move:

The proposed ministerial order for future periods will
include the percentage as determined by the minister,
the period during which the environmental contribution
is payable, the relevant revenue period to which the
percentage is to be applied together with the reasons for
any exemption which may be granted.
A copy of the ministerial order must be published in the
Government Gazette, and to ensure certainty an order
may only be amended to correct a typographical error, a
mathematical error in calculating the amount or an error
that is apparent on the face of the order.
This government is committed to providing transparent
arrangements. In the case of the environmental
contribution, the minister administering the Water
Industry Act 1994 will be required to prepare an annual
report on the expenditure of all funds raised to be
included in the Department of Sustainability and
Environment’s annual report of operations under the
Financial Management Act 1994. This annual reporting
requirement will mean that all Victorians know what
environmental initiatives are being funded each year.
The bill also provides for the arrangements for the
proposed environmental contribution to be regularly
reviewed by the Secretary of the Department of
Sustainability and Environment.
Historically our approach to managing water was to
prioritise the water needs of consumers, industry and
agriculture over those of the environment. This bill will

Debate adjourned on motion of Mr PLOWMAN
(Benambra).
Debate adjourned until Thursday, 9 September.

ABORIGINAL LANDS (AMENDMENT)
BILL
Second reading

That this bill be now read a second time.

This bill has been developed in partnership with the
Lake Tyers community to improve the health of the
community and increase access to services.
It is designed to strengthen governance arrangements at
Lake Tyers and forms part of the government’s
Growing Victoria Together commitments to build
cohesive communities and reduce inequalities.
Specifically, the bill will amend the Aboriginal Lands
Act 1970 to implement four reforms:
first, to improve access to trust land at Lake Tyers
for the provision of services, including health,
policing, roads management and other community
services;
second, to strengthen governance arrangements at
Lake Tyers by providing for the temporary
appointment of an administrator to manage the
affairs of the Lake Tyers Aboriginal Trust in limited
circumstances;
third, to make procedural changes to assist both the
Framlingham and Lake Tyers aboriginal trusts to
hold valid general meetings;
fourth, to modernise the penalties for breaching
offences in the act.
These amendments have been developed in response to
issues that have been raised by the Lake Tyers
community, including members of the trust committee
of management. These issues relate particularly to
governance, resident participation in decision making,
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community services and safety. The main application of
the bill is to Lake Tyers because of that community’s
particular needs and situation. Some minor
amendments will apply to Framlingham.
Accordingly, while the whole of the bill relates to Lake
Tyers, only changes relating to general meetings and
the modernising of the penalties in the act will apply to
Framlingham. Consultations have involved both
communities.
In amending the Aboriginal Lands Act, the government
is very mindful of the original principles on which the
act was based, namely, the rights of the Aboriginal
communities involved to own and make decisions
about the lands they occupy.
The act was a landmark law in 1970. It recognised the
rights of the indigenous communities at Lake Tyers and
Framlingham to own the land, and to control decisions
about that land. To these ends, the act vested the reserve
lands in two trusts, and provided for local occupants to
hold personal shares in those trusts. To manage and
make certain decisions about the land, the act provided
for a committee of management for each trust to be
elected by trust members.
This model has remained in place for the last 30 years.
However, its effectiveness in practice has diminished
over time due to a number of factors. In particular, local
participation in decision making at Lake Tyers has
declined due to the movement of shareholders out of
the area, and the transfer of shares to non-residents.
Because participation is linked to shareholding, there
has been a decline in residents’ relative capacity to
participate in decision making, particularly in general
meetings. In addition, the opportunity for trust members
to be involved in the governance of the Lake Tyers
Aboriginal Trust has been limited because there has not
been a general meeting of the trust for some years. This
is because of difficulties with the legislation. It has also
had an impact on the ability of the trust to meet the
governance requirements in the act.
In June 2002, Aboriginal Affairs Victoria completed a
review of the Aboriginal Lands Act 1970, following
extensive consultation with the trust members and the
communities at Lake Tyers and Framlingham. This bill
has taken into account the recommendations of that
review as well as more recent consultations.
The improvements established by the bill will support
the community renewal project at Lake Tyers, a major
government commitment to strengthen the local
community. Led by the Department of Justice, a range
of Victorian and Commonwealth agencies are working
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in partnership with the local community to facilitate the
renewal of key areas including health, children’s
services, training, sport and recreation. The project
facilitates service provision to the community, as well
as local capacity building to ensure community services
and structures will continue to be viable in the long
term.
Let me now turn to the features of the bill.
Access to trust land at Lake Tyers
A number of issues have arisen at Lake Tyers about
accessing trust land for the purpose of policing and
providing services — particularly the provision of
health and community services.
At times, because of governance difficulties, service
providers have been excluded from trust land, depriving
residents of needed community services. Added to this
uncertainty, has been a range of community concerns
about law and order, and responsibility for road safety
and road maintenance at Lake Tyers.
The residents at Lake Tyers should be able to expect
the same level and continuity of essential services, and
to enjoy the same rights to safety and security as any
other community. To ensure this happens, the bill
addresses the issue of access to trust land in two ways.
In the first place, the bill deems the main roads at Lake
Tyers to be public roads. The bill ensures that the usual
road safety rules will apply on these roads and that they
will be maintained by the local municipal council to the
standard of care expected under the Road Management
Act 2004. Consistent with the original purpose of the
act, the bill expressly provides that the land under these
roads does not vest in the council, but rather stays with
the trust. At the same time, the bill protects the trust
from certain liabilities that may arise solely by virtue of
the fact that they own the land under the road. This is
appropriate given the trust will no longer have
responsibility for road maintenance.
Secondly, the bill provides for ‘designated places’ on
trust land to be accessible to public officials performing
statutory functions and to government contracted
service providers providing health and community
services. Importantly, these persons must not remain in
a designated place any longer than is reasonably
necessary to perform their function or service. The bill
ensures that ‘designated places’ are non-residential. In
this way, it is intended that they will be areas that are
shared for use in community services and activities —
for example, the training centre, the child-care centre
and the football oval. The process of designated places
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will be by ministerial declaration, published in the
Government Gazette, following consultation with the
community.

should not be appointed. If appropriate, the minister
may also inform residents of the notice and invite their
submissions.

Appointment of administrator at Lake Tyers

Following the end of the notice period, and having
considered any submissions, the minister may appoint
an administrator if satisfied that any of the grounds for
the appointment have been established.

There is a clear need to rebuild governance processes at
Lake Tyers, and to assist the trust to meet its regulatory
requirements under the act. More fundamentally, there
is a need to rebuild the capacity of trust members
through training and advice to develop good
governance practices.
To address the immediate need to restore governance at
Lake Tyers, the government has decided to make
provision for a temporary administrator to be appointed
to conduct the affairs of the Lake Tyers Aboriginal
Trust.
The power to appoint an administrator can only be
exercised in specified circumstances, which relate to
serious failures by the committee of management.
In summary, these grounds are:
where the committee of management has failed to
comply with their statutory duties as set out in a
compliance notice, and has failed to provide a
satisfactory explanation;
where the members of the committee of
management have acted in the affairs of the trust in
their own interests rather than in the interests of trust
members; or
where the appointment of an administrator is
required in the interests of trust members or
residents.
In order to assist the trust to recognise and remedy
compliance problems, the bill provides for a
compliance notice to be served in the first place when a
failure is identified. A compliance notice sets out the
action required within a given time frame to ensure
compliance with the act. These notices are not intended
to be punitive but rather a means of alerting the trust to
a significant problem, and providing the trust with an
opportunity to rectify that problem. If the trust fails to
comply with the notice and does not provide a
reasonable explanation, it would then be open to the
minister to consider appointing an administrator in
accordance with the first ground outlined above.
Before appointing an administrator, the minister must
notify the trust of this intention, setting out the grounds
for the appointment and allowing the trust an
opportunity to ‘show cause’ why an administrator

The appointment of an administrator must be for a fixed
period of time, although the minister may extend the
term for a further specified period. Where necessary,
provision is made for the replacement of an
administrator, for example if the person performs
poorly, resigns or dies during their term. In these
circumstances, any new appointment will only run for
the remainder of the original term.
Trust members and the local community will be
notified of an appointment through the requirement to
publish notices in newspapers circulating at Lake
Tyers, as well as in the Government Gazette.
The effect of the appointment of an administrator is that
the members of the committee of management cease to
hold office. The administrator is then ultimately
responsible for the conduct of the affairs of the trust and
effectively steps into the role of the former committee
of management and may exercise its powers and
functions.
The government recognises that an administrator must
work in consultation with trust members and the
community. This is reflected in two important
provisions in the bill. Firstly, the administrator is
required to establish and consult with an advisory
committee. The committee must comprise at least five
persons, including three former members of the
committee of management and two residents at Lake
Tyers. Secondly, the role of the administrator includes
the capacity to provide assistance and training to trust
members in the administration and management of the
trust. This is designed to build the capacity of trust
members for the ongoing conduct of the trust’s affairs.
Also recognising the temporary nature of the
administrator’s appointment, the bill ensures his or her
powers are subject to some important limitations. In
particular, the administrator is prohibited from selling
or mortgaging the trust land.
When the period of the appointment of an administrator
comes to an end or is cancelled, elections will be held
for a new committee of management to take back the
management of the trust, building on the foundations
established by the administrator. The bill sets out the
process by which this occurs.
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I wish to stress that the power to appoint an
administrator is intended as a strictly temporary
measure, to address serious breakdowns in trust
administration. The key role of an administrator is to
restore good governance, and to assist in capacity
building to enable a return to trust management as soon
as possible.
Quorum for general meetings
The government recognises that effective community
renewal requires effective community participation. To
this end, the bill amends the procedure for general
meetings of a trust to make it easier to hold valid
meetings, and at the same time to increase the
participation of resident members of the trust. This
provision will apply to both Lake Tyers and
Framlingham.
The act currently requires the trusts to hold annual
general meetings to elect committee members when
vacancies arise, to present audited books of account and
other reports, and to vote on any resolutions put
forward by members. At Lake Tyers, annual general
meetings have not taken place in recent years. The main
reason is a difficulty in reaching the quorum
requirement for a valid general meeting, which is
currently one-half of all shareholders. Because many
shareholders live outside of Lake Tyers, this
requirement has been difficult to meet.
To make it easier to hold valid meetings, the bill
changes the quorum requirement for from one-half of
all trust shareholders to one-half of trust shareholders
who are residents. Only those shareholders who are
recorded on the share register as a resident of the Lake
Tyers or Framlingham reserve at the time the meeting is
called, will be eligible to be counted as residents for this
purpose. The bill also requires the share register to be
maintained to ensure that it records the addresses of
current shareholders.
Modernising penalties for breach of the act
Finally, the bill modernises the penalties for breaching
an offence in the act, which were outdated and
inappropriate. The bill provides that the maximum
penalty for breaching an offence is 10 penalty units
(approximately $1000) and repeals the penalty for
continuing offences. This amendment applies to both
the Lake Tyers and Framlingham trusts.
This bill has arisen partly at the request of, and wholly
in consultation with, the involved communities, in
particular at Lake Tyers. It is designed to strengthen
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governance and facilitate service provision, as well as
develop local capacity.
The effectiveness of these amendments will be
measured primarily in terms of community capacity
building. The government will be monitoring their
impact to ensure that they contribute not only to short
term improvements in governance, but also to
long-term community strengthening and renewal, in
particular at Lake Tyers. These changes are designed to
result in significant benefits, particularly to the Lake
Tyers community.
I commend the bill to the house.
Debate adjourned on motion of Mr PLOWMAN
(Benambra).
Debate adjourned until Thursday, 9 September.

VICTORIAN CIVIL AND
ADMINISTRATIVE TRIBUNAL
(AMENDMENT) BILL
Second reading
Debate resumed from 25 August; motion of
Ms DELAHUNTY (Minister for Planning).
Mr NARDELLA (Melton) — I support the bill
before the house because it deals with a matter that is
central to my electorate. It concerns the establishment
of a broiler farm in Troups Road South, Rockbank.
This legislation deals with a ruling by the president of
the Victorian Civil and Administrative Tribunal, Justice
Morris. He overturned 26 years of precedent that was
used by both Liberal and Labor planning ministers.
You need to understand that these broiler farms in
Rockbank are destroying people’s lives. The
honourable member for Hawthorn, the shadow Minister
for Planning talked about green wedges in every
neighbourhood. He actually came out to my electorate
at one stage. He had no solution for these things. It is a
bit hard for the opposition to put together policy that
works, because it has to think.
My residents, along with Melton Shire Council, have
been battling for a long time against the establishment
of broiler farms in these areas. Opposition members are
aware that a person named David Proctor is behind this.
My view is that the process of establishing these broiler
farms that are destroying lives is just beyond the pale.
After the honourable member for Tarneit and I sent
letters, the Minister for Planning made an important
decision based on the 26 years of precedent we have
had in this state.
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Business interrupted pursuant to standing orders.
The SPEAKER — Order! The time set down for
making a ministerial statement has now arrived. The
member may continue his speech when the matter is
next before the house.

MINISTERIAL STATEMENT
Recognition of the Past, Building a Better Future
Mr BRACKS (Premier) — I rise today to make a
ministerial statement on Victoria’s progress towards
reconciliation.
Before doing so I would like to acknowledge the people
of the Kulin nation — the traditional owners and
custodians of the land on which we stand.
I pay my respects to their elders — past and present —
and welcome all indigenous Victorians who are with us
today.
Four years ago — on 31 May 2000 — this Parliament
held a joint sitting on Aboriginal reconciliation. It was a
historic sitting.
It marked the very first time that indigenous Victorians
had spoken in this place — a Parliament that has been
in operation since 1856.
It marked the end of 144 years of silence. And — we all
hoped — it marked the beginning of a journey towards
reconciliation.
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written by members of his community on the mission
station at Ebeneza, which was close to Dimboola.
Those letters — written between 1871 and 1875 —
asked the government of the day for larger grants of
land to run sheep and farm so that the community could
be independent and self-sufficient.
And Bryan Andy — a young man from the Yorta Yorta
people — spoke of reconciliation. This is what he said:
When I think of reconciliation I think of many things —
recognition, respect, understanding and humanity. But I
believe that at the core of reconciliation is justice. We cannot
move forward as a nation if non-indigenous people continue
to ignore the rights and aspirations of indigenous nations.

Those words were echoed by the Parliament in a
statement endorsed by me as Premier and by the leaders
of the Liberal Party and the National Party. That
statement concluded with these words:
Genuine reconciliation with indigenous Victorians cannot be
achieved until we acknowledge the past and work with
indigenous Victorians to assist them to rebuild their families
and their futures.

It took 144 years, but the Parliament listened to the
voices of indigenous Victorians.
And we found there was much we agreed on, much we
had in common.
But we cannot wait another 144 years to put these
words to action.
Constitutional recognition

This Parliament heard many things for the first time
that day.

The first thing we should do is give recognition to our
past.

James Wandin — an elder from the Wurundjeri
people — told us how Melbourne was a place of deep
spiritual meaning before European settlement and
Aboriginal dispossession.

Three months ago — during Reconciliation Week — I
announced plans to amend our constitution to, for the
first time, recognise Victoria’s Aboriginal people and
their contribution to this state.

There were ceremonial corroboree grounds at
Parliament Hill and near Pentridge.

Since then the Minister for Aboriginal Affairs has
consulted with indigenous Victorians about that
proposal.

There was even a campsite at what is now the
Melbourne Cricket Ground.
But the traditional way of life was lost. Places that had
sustained hundreds of generations of Wurundjeri were
replaced by streets lined with factories, shops and
houses.
Uncle Kevin Coombs — an elder from the Wemba
Wemba people — recalled finding several letters

And earlier today, as members are aware, I introduced
the Constitution (Recognition of Aboriginal People)
Bill 2004 to provide that recognition.
With that in mind, now is an appropriate time to detail
the practical steps our government is making to deliver
real outcomes for indigenous Victorians to build
stronger communities, support healthy families, respect
cultural heritage and deliver jobs and justice.
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In the recent budget we committed $31.75 million to
tackle indigenous disadvantage and improve the
wellbeing of indigenous Victorians.
That is the biggest boost ever to Aboriginal programs in
this state.
That funding targets our government’s five key
aspirations for indigenous Victorians —
strong communities;
healthy families;
land and cultural heritage;
jobs; and
justice.
These five aspirations will not be easy to achieve.
We know Victoria’s Aboriginal population continues to
have low school participation rates — and high rates of
unemployment and imprisonment. And low home
ownership rates and high hospital admittance rates.
And we know that the effect of disadvantage can
multiply — that it is hard to get a good job, for
example, without a good education.
But we can only succeed if indigenous communities
and government work together.
Strong communities
You cannot have strong communities without strong
partnerships.
That is why I established the Premier’s Aboriginal
Advisory Council back in 2000 to directly advise me
about indigenous Victorians’ needs and concerns.
And that is why we have placed Aboriginal Affairs
Victoria within the new Department for Victorian
Communities — to focus on community strengthening.
We are also developing more partnerships like the
Council of Australian Governments trial in Shepparton.
That trial is a partnership between the local Aboriginal
community, the City of Greater Shepparton, the
Victorian government and the commonwealth.
Through this project — which our government is
contributing $500 000 towards — the community is
identifying local solutions to local problems and
advising where resources should best be directed.
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It is giving the community a key role in the
decision-making process.
We have established the stolen generations task force
and are implementing many of its recommendations —
including the establishment of a stolen generations
organisation.
We have committed $3 million over the next three
years to continue the indigenous community capacity
building initiative.
The first 12 initiatives funded by that $3 million
initiative were announced last Friday — delivering
$523 633 each in grants to local communities in
Ballarat, Bairnsdale, Horsham, Melbourne, North
Melbourne, Mildura, Macedon, Thornbury,
Warrnambool, Mooroopna, Heywood and Healesville.
And we have contributed $1.5 million towards the
Victorian indigenous community leadership strategy to
help young people fulfil their potential and embrace
their cultural heritage.
The strategy puts young people in touch with
Aboriginal elders — who act as their mentors.
These measures will help ensure local indigenous
communities are better resourced to undertake a more
strategic, long-term and sustainable approach to policy
development and service delivery.
Healthy families
To have strong communities, though, we also need
strong and healthy families.
That is why we have signed an Aboriginal services plan
covering health, aged care, housing and community
services with all of Victoria’s peak Aboriginal
organisations.
That agreement is now being used to roll out regional
action plans — identifying problems in local health
services and setting out strategies to fix them, because
we want to see concrete changes and measurable
improvements in the health of indigenous communities.
For instance, we know more indigenous women are
accessing maternity health services during
pregnancies — but complications during pregnancy and
childbirth are still the greatest cause of death for
Aboriginal women aged between 25 and 36.
Another key concern is the low birth weight of
Aboriginal babies.
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That is why we are spending $1.3 million to establish
new Koori maternity services in Dandenong and
Echuca.
We are also spending $10.2 million over the next four
years to tackle the significant issue of domestic
violence within indigenous communities by:
implementing key recommendations from the
Victorian indigenous family violence task force
report; and
expanding the indigenous family decision-making
project that is currently operating as a pilot.
We are funding the Victorian indigenous family
violence strategy to the tune of $7.6 million.
That funding includes $6.1 million to back a
community-based response to family violence —
bringing together family members and respected
community people to support families experiencing
difficulties.
And in housing the Minister for Housing is overseeing
the transition to ownership project — which will see the
Aboriginal Housing Board of Victoria finally own and
manage more than 1100 dwellings for indigenous
Victorians.
Land and cultural heritage
We want indigenous Victorians to have a greater say in
their cultural heritage through the connection to land
and water.
That is why the Minister for Aboriginal Affairs is
consulting indigenous Victorians about bringing
cultural heritage legislation back from the
commonwealth to Victoria.
We are consulting with Aboriginal communities about
the most effective way to develop new legislation —
keeping the best elements of commonwealth law but
making it more appropriate to Victoria.

are in the final stages of getting Federal Court
recognition of that historic agreement.
In June the Attorney-General signed the Yorta Yorta
cooperative management agreement — an agreement
that will give the Yorta Yorta people a say in the
management of Crown land in their traditional country.
That is the first time in Victoria that an agreement has
been reached outside the native title process.
Our government hopes that the Yorta Yorta outcome
will provide a basis for reaching future land
management agreements with other indigenous
communities outside the native title process.
We want to negotiate — not litigate — outcomes for
indigenous Victorians.
Jobs
The Minister for Aboriginal Affairs is talking with local
communities about their aspirations for economic
development and job opportunities through
involvement in land and natural resource management.
This dialogue is important because the lack of job
opportunities remains a major stumbling block to
reconciliation.
That is why this year’s budget provides $3.8 million for
the Koori Business Network to focus on business
opportunities for the indigenous community.
The Koori Business Network — together with Arts
Victoria — is developing Victorian indigenous art
through art exhibitions, mentoring programs and
traineeships.
We have also put in place Wur-cum barra — a strategy
to increase employment of indigenous people in the
Victorian public service. For example, 20 indigenous
Victorians have so far begun two-year training
programs to become public land managers for Parks
Victoria.

But we cannot fully address cultural heritage without
first acknowledging our indigenous communities’
connection to country. And responding to indigenous
Victorians’ aspirations for native title.

Justice

Speaker, I am pleased to report that Victoria is making
real progress in addressing the dispossession of
Aboriginal land and culture.

Indigenous Victorians are 11 times more likely to be
imprisoned than non-indigenous Victorians.

We have reached an in-principle native title agreement
with the Wotjobaluk people of north-west Victoria and
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We are also tackling the serious justice issues
confronting indigenous communities.

And indigenous children aged between 10 and 17 are
almost 17 times more likely to be in juvenile detention
than non-indigenous children.
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We must do more as a community and a government to
break this cycle.
Too many young people are ending up in juvenile
detention. Too many are reoffending. And too many are
graduating into adult prisons.
It would be better for our community if we could see
more of those young people graduating into university.
To achieve this we are spending $12.7 million over the
next four years to expand the Aboriginal justice
agreement.
A key initiative of that agreement will be the expansion
of the Koori court to the Children’s Court.
It will also see the extension of the night patrol
program, implementation of a women’s bail initiative,
expansion of the Warrakoo and Warring men’s
diversion programs in regional Victoria, and essential
funding for initiatives to engage Koori youth.
Conclusion
Speaker, the programs I have outlined today are about
building a new partnership in Victoria with indigenous
communities. But there is still, of course, much to do.
We must continue to be honest about the past.
We must face up to the challenges of the future.
And we must take action together to achieve true
reconciliation with indigenous Victorians.
Honourable members — Hear, hear!
Mr DOYLE (Leader of the Opposition) — I also
wish to acknowledge that the land on which we stand
today is the traditional land of the Kulin nation, and I
pay my deep respect to its elders.
There is much unfinished business on our road to
reconciliation with our indigenous people. It is business
that has been left undone for far too long. While
perhaps we as a Parliament and non-indigenous people
are late to address reconciliation, there is a hope of and
a commitment to doing better in the future. The major
political parties have come a long way in a relatively
short time.
The Premier quoted James Wandin, an elder of the
Wurundjeri. James has also said:
Reconciliation does not work to a strict time line. It succeeds
or fails in the hearts and minds of all Australians.
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That is what we need to work towards. Today is an
important milestone in a journey. I hope it will be
another significant step towards genuine reconciliation
and lasting healing.
This Parliament should be proud of the bipartisan
approach that we have taken to reconciliation. As
Leader of the Liberal Party I am particularly proud of
the role key individuals in my party have made to both
the advancement of the Aboriginal people and
reconciliation between our cultures. I am proud of the
pioneer, Neville Bonner. He was the first Aboriginal
member of Parliament. His wisdom and calmness were
renowned and his moving contributions to our
constitutional convention will be remembered by all.
I would also like to recognise three other people from
my side of politics who have made monumental
contributions to reconciliation: Fred Chaney, Michael
Wooldridge and Anne Henderson. Fred was one of the
finest federal ministers for Aboriginal affairs we have
seen in this country. He recognised the extraordinary
complexities and problems that beset many Aboriginal
people, and he did all he could to strengthen their
communities. Both as shadow minister and later as
federal minister for health Michael Wooldridge had an
absolute commitment to improving the health of
Aboriginal people throughout Australia. Those of us
who have had the opportunity to talk to Michael about
those issues know just how heartfelt his commitment
was and how much of a crusade it was for him both
personally and professionally.
Anne Henderson’s commitment to the improvement of
services and assistance to Aboriginal families was
inspirational to me. She believed and always argued
that there was a better way to assist Aboriginal people.
In 1997 Anne hosted more than 1000 delegates to the
Australian Reconciliation Convention. She worked
with the Aboriginal economic development bodies. She
ensured that Aboriginal culture, art and perspectives
were promoted and enhanced. One cause that Anne felt
very strongly about in particular was the
overrepresentation of adult Aboriginal prisoners in
custody. She felt there was a better way. I know that
she would have approved of the present
Attorney-General’s reforms and initiatives to allow for
dedicated Aboriginal courts. It is a program which my
party supports, and I congratulate the Attorney-General
for successfully establishing those reforms.
Former Premier Jeff Kennett argued in this house in
1998 for what I believe is a way forward. First he
acknowledged that the Aboriginal people of Victoria
were the original inhabitants of the land. He also
acknowledged that the Aboriginal people of Victoria
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were entitled to respect for their traditional customs and
culture. He believed it was in the interests of all parties
to work together in areas like native title to ensure
certainty and predictability for non-indigenous parties
within a framework that respects Aboriginal interests
and provides Aboriginal communities with greater
certainty than they can achieve through reliance on
litigation. That is why, as the Premier has mentioned,
the Yorta Yorta cooperative management agreement
and the Wotjobaluk agreement are important steps
forward. Jeff Kennett advocated a cooperative approach
rather than an adversarial one to provide an opportunity
to build on relationships between indigenous and
non-indigenous Victorians in ways which would enrich
our whole community.
Since Corroboree 2000 the reconciliation of indigenous
and non-indigenous peoples has gathered momentum.
At Corroboree 2000 we said as a nation that we were
serious about and committed to healing the wounds of
the past. I proudly marched in the reconciliation march
that followed, and I recognise it as a turning point in my
own personal role on the path towards reconciliation.
As I marched that day I recalled my own introduction
to indigenous issues very early in my life, and it was a
most fortunate one.
I recall that when I was a very young primary school
student, Pastor Doug Nicholls came to Myrtleford
consolidated school to speak to the student body. I think
Doug Nicholls was one of our great heroes. He was
born in 1906 at Cumeragunja just over the Murray
River in New South Wales. He was descended from the
Djadjawurung and Yorta Yorta peoples. Of course we
know him because he was such a gifted sportsman; he
played Aussie rules for both Fitzroy and Victoria. He
was also an exceptional runner, despite the fact that he
was rather small framed, and he was a very insightful
sports administrator as evidenced by his chairmanship
of the national Aboriginal sports foundation. But more
than those things, more than a league footballer
speaking to those young people, what I heard was a
man of deep and abiding faith whose charm and
intelligence endeared him to all.
Doug Nicholls once described his Aboriginal people as
‘the skeleton in the cupboard of Australia’s national
life’, and — even more chillingly — ‘outcasts in our
own land’. He asked that Aboriginal people be given
the chance to — again his words — ‘become useful
citizens in the land that was ours by birth’. Doug
Nicholls has left a wonderful legacy to all Australians.
His governorship of South Australia unfortunately was
too short-lived because even in that short time he was
having a profound effect on non-indigenous
Australians’ attitudes and expectations of Aboriginal
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people. Doug Nicholls always hoped that the future for
the next generation of Aboriginal people would be
more promising. He worked for a better way and we are
finding better ways. I would like to give a couple of
examples.
Many of you know and have heard of Archie Roach.
Archie Roach was born at Framlingham Aboriginal
mission near Warrnambool in south-western Victoria.
He is a singer and a songwriter of remarkable talent. He
is a storyteller in the tradition of his ancestors, but
Archie also tells real life stories — traditional, of the
dreaming, and real-life stories. He has emerged as an
extraordinarily talented artist committed to the
preservation of his people’s culture in a modern
Australia. Doug Nicholls would be proud of Archie and
other young Aboriginal people like him.
I think it is also important for us to recognise that the
Aboriginal communities in Victoria and south-eastern
Australia are very different from Koori communities in
the desert and in northern Australia. They have a
wonderful and very rich culture and tradition which are
truly worth celebrating. It is very pleasing to see there is
a significant revival in the practice and celebration of
Victorian Koori culture and heritage by young
Victorian Kooris who are proud of their heritage, proud
of their culture, proud of their traditions. And they are
giving contemporary expression in celebration to their
ancient culture and its traditions.
For instance, in 1990 a group of local indigenous artists
and community members came together to form an
Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander theatre
organisation in Victoria — the Ilbijerri Aboriginal and
Torres Strait Islander Theatre Cooperative Limited.
Since then, Ilbijerri has been responsible for initiating
and developing performances which speak of issues
and experiences that are particular to indigenous
communities and are expressed from the distinctive
perspective of indigenous artists. Ilbijerri provides a
forum, in some cases to confront Aboriginal history,
but to particularly promote current hopes.
The Melbourne Museum houses the Bunjilaka
Aboriginal Centre — a major venue to view Aboriginal
cultural heritage. It houses one of the world’s most
significant collections of indigenous art, as well as
ethnographic artefacts, archaeological items,
photographs, archival documents, film and sound
recordings. Schoolchildren and families who visit the
Melbourne Museum now have a wonderful opportunity
to experience Koori culture in one of the world’s best
and most modern museums.
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The Koori heritage trust encourages Victorians to
experience the unique and exciting Aboriginal culture
of south-eastern Australia. It offers the rich opportunity
to experience changing exhibitions that draw on a
diverse collection of artefacts, craft work, painting and
photographs.
Finally, emerging Koori artists such as Wendy
Nicholson, Buster Thomas, Vicky Cousins and Lee
Dorroch join emerging authors and playwrights as the
modern face and expression of an ancient and sacred
culture. But if we are to address the unfinished
business, reconciliation has to become part of our
everyday life. Our commitment to reconciliation must
be in our homes, neighbourhoods, schools, and
workplaces. It has to be supported by local and national
leadership.
I am hopeful and I am optimistic that Australians will
reach reconciliation. We have come a long way, but we
have still got a long way to go. Today is an important
part of that process in finding a better way forward, but
it is only part of the solution. More work and more
goodwill is required and I am convinced that it will be
found.
My final point is that I wish to recall for us all what, for
me, was a very moving and lasting image. I am sure
many of you will remember Nicky Winmar, the very
gifted athlete. One day, coming off the ground after
playing a trademark wonderful game for St Kilda,
Nicky lifted his jumper and pointed to his skin. It was a
gesture of pride, but it was also a gesture of defiance.
Nicky Winmar’s challenge to all of us remains today.
We must, in our hearts and in our minds, rise to Nicky
Winmar’s challenge.
Mr RYAN (Leader of The Nationals) — I rise to
support the ministerial statement by the Premier and the
comments of the Leader of the Opposition, and I
recognise those present and their historical association
with this place. If I may be forgiven, Speaker, I indeed
recognise the former minister, Keith Hamilton, who by
any standards, is a good bloke.
Honourable members — Hear, hear!
Mr RYAN — The ministerial statement is cast in
two time frames. It is headed Recognition of the Past,
Building a Better Future. I think to do justice to any
discussion such as that which is before the house today,
we have to be prepared and courageous enough to look
at the two time frames that do apply and to consider
what happened then and what is happening now.
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On 19 August 1869 — that is, 135 years ago — in this
very chamber the Aboriginal Natives Protection Bill
was introduced into this Parliament. It was introduced
by the then justice minister, a Mr Casey, and it did a
number of things. Amongst those things it established a
board for the protection of Aborigines. It was an
extraordinarily broad piece of legislation which
empowered the board to do a wide range of things. It
was done, of course, on behalf of a group of people
who were then the parliamentarians of the day, who
believed that they were doing the right thing for the
right time in all the prevailing circumstances. A
Mr Duffy who spoke on that day of the introduction of
the bill said:
I think it is a reproach to this country that we have taken so
little care of those who, after all, are the real owners of the
country. I shall be glad to see a well-considered measure
passed which will, even at this late hour, when so few of the
Aborigines remain, take steps for their comfort and
protection. I am glad that such a bill has been introduced.

It was a view of the time and it represented, or
encapsulated in many ways, the opinion of many and
the activities that occurred at the time.
I want to jump forward to now. I live in Sale. It is my
home. I have been there about 30 years; it is said in
another 30 years I will be a local. Of course time frames
of 30 and 60 years are nothing in terms of those who
are with us here today. In Sale I am proud to say there
is the Ramahyuck, a district Aboriginal cooperative. It
was established in 1992. The Ramahyuck District
Aboriginal Cooperative takes its name from two parts.
It is composed of the biblical word ‘ramah’, which
means the home of Samuel, and the Gunai or Kurnai
word ‘yuck’ which means ‘mother’ or ‘own’. I have
had a long association with the Ramahyuck
organisation. I am proud to say that it has been part of
an activity that I have been able to engage in over the
course of the almost 12 years I have been in the
Parliament.
It was a vision of the late Noel Yarram, who was a
wonderful member of the indigenous community and
who contributed so much. As I said, it was registered in
May 1992. Its chief executive officer is Dr Ali Kahn.
There is a board comprised of Phil Perry as chair, Bess
Yarram, Tania Harris, Ivy Yarram, Sherise Thomas,
Doreen Thomas and Murray Bull. This organisation, I
believe, has done much to bring about the things that
we as a community holistically believe are achievable
on behalf of, but more particularly in concert with, our
indigenous communities. The organisation has a vision,
which is to be recognised for its innovative approach to
meeting community needs through responsible,
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professional and dedicated services focusing on
establishing a viable business enterprise.
It also has a mission, which is to recognise community
aspirations and to develop an understanding and a
committed approach for achieving effective services
through programs that best suit our community. It has
an absolute raft of those services; and in the annual
report last year there was reference to a number of
them. The organisation is conducted from its head
office which is now housed in a beautiful new building
that was opened earlier this year. The building was
brought about by contributions from state and federal
governments, enabled through a contribution by the
former state minister who is with us here today, but
also, as I said, through work that was done at the
commonwealth level. It houses all sorts of activities and
services. From this area is run the general practice
clinic, the social and emotional wellbeing program and
the patient information recall system, which I think is
delightfully termed the ferret network. It deals with the
budget of the organisation, the webpage that has been
established and the health plan, which is delivered on
behalf of and in concert with the work of the
community. It controls the community development
employment program, and the community jobs
program, a cross-cultural management training centre.
My very good friend Frank Grubb, who lives straight
across the road from me in Sale, is intimately involved
in the delivery of many of these programs. It looks after
the public relations aspect of the organisation, and in
totality the point of it is that it makes a magnificent
contribution on behalf of the indigenous communities
of that immediate region. The thing is that this is
happening across the state. I have the great honour to
lead a party which is, of course, based in country
Victoria in particular, and all of the members of my
party are involved to differing degrees with the sorts of
conduct in which this organisation, Ramahyuck, is
involved in and around Sale. I am sure the same can be
said with regard to members of the Liberal Party, the
Labor Party and the two Independent members who are
here today. I think there is a commonality of effort
which is contributed on behalf of these organisations.
My most recent association with Phil Perry was at an
organised event which historically would not normally
be associated with Ramahyuck. It was the ballooning
festival that was conducted in Sale in the middle of this
year. The last time I saw Phil we were both about to
climb aboard one of those baskets that lifts you from
mother Earth and takes you a couple of thousand feet
above the ground — I, a shaking wreck, in concert with
my wife, Trish, and Phil, cruising off with his two
young sons who were having a good blue as young
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brothers are wont to do. But the point is that this is an
activity undertaken by the corporation that once upon a
time would never have been conceived of.
It brings me to the closing point of all of this. The
Premier today concentrated in his address on five
principal features. He detailed various issues relating to
strong communities, healthy families, land and cultural
heritage, jobs and justice. They are all laudable
initiatives in which we as a Parliament are involved.
However, the fact is we have moved so far from
135 years ago to where we are now, to factors that are
in addition to those to which the Premier has referred in
his address. They are to do with matters of respect and
self-worth, dignity and justice and all the things that the
indigenous communities have worked so hard to
achieve over the course of the intervening years. It is a
great thing that we can come together today and have
this conversation, but the real point of it is that we all
come together as communities for that purpose. It is for
those reasons that I support the ministerial statement.
The SPEAKER — Order! All responses to the
ministerial statement have now concluded.

VICTORIAN CIVIL AND
ADMINISTRATIVE TRIBUNAL
(AMENDMENT) BILL
Second reading
Debate resumed from earlier this day; motion of
Ms DELAHUNTY (Minister for Planning).
Mr NARDELLA (Melton) — I see the decision by
Justice Morris as important for my residents and the
broiler farms in regard to how this is progressed into the
future. I attend the regular meetings about broiler farms
set up by the local residents in the Troups Road area of
Rockbank. I had done this previously when the Greigs
Road broiler farm was established, and I do it in regard
to this broiler farm. I have been up to the Shire of
Strathbogie to look at how it wants to encourage broiler
farms in its noxious agriculture zone. I have worked
with the honourable member for Tarneit in relation to
the residents we share in this Troups Road–Wyndham
North area of our electorates. The Minister for
Planning’s decision to call this matter in is important
because these residents are so affected by these broiler
farms and these applications.
These broiler farms pollute the air around them.
Residents of these areas have come into my office and
have gone to public meetings on this issue, and they
have told me and my community that they cannot have
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their grandchildren around for Sunday lunch when the
smell is on. There are three sheds at Greigs Road, each
holding 40 000 chickens, and they stink to high heaven.
When animals defecate and urinate in the same spot for
six to eight weeks, obviously it is going to smell. These
residents cannot have their grandchildren over for
Sunday lunch and cannot stay at home at night-time —
they cannot sleep in their own beds because the stench
is so bad they have to leave. These families in the
Rockbank area are suffering because people want to
come in, buy cheap land and have the separation zones
and buffer zones affecting other people’s properties.
They want to take over the rights of others to this land,
which has been carved up to a large degree. The
operations will affect residents day in and day out
because of the noise, the trucks and the stench, yet the
opposition does not support the bill.

areas and destroying people’s lives. The policy issues
around this are absolutely critical to my residents.

Despite all the rhetoric and the concern expressed by
the shadow Minister for Planning yesterday, and
despite his having gone out to Rockbank a few months
ago, he does not believe this legislation will protect my
residents. He does not believe it is a vehicle for those
residents to use to put a strong case to the Minister for
Planning or the independent panel — whichever
process the minister puts in place — and express their
views in that way as strongly as possible instead of
having to go to the Victorian Civil and Administrative
Tribunal and deal with David Proctor and his Queen’s
Counsel — his guns for hire, like the honourable
member for Kew, who would go in there and squash
my local residents. He would take away their rights. He
would take away their ability to use and work their
land, and to build houses on their land. The opposition
is not supporting this legislation to protect my
residents — —

This legislation protects our residents. It tries to deal
with the serious issue of the green wedges. It shows the
hypocrisy of the opposition in regard to this case.
Members opposite do not care about local people, and
they should be condemned for that. I strongly support
the legislation before the house.

Ms Gillett interjected.
Mr NARDELLA — And those of the honourable
member for Tarneit in the Rockbank area. The policy
issues are very clear in regard to green wedges, broiler
farms and how we maintain the lungs of Melbourne.
The opposition would get rid of the green wedges. The
shadow Minister for Planning has said if the opposition
gets into government it will review the green wedges. I
know what it will do. Members opposite talk about the
Hamer government and the great things it did, but even
though they supported the green wedges back then, all
they would do now is assist the developers and take
away the green wedges, the lungs of Melbourne. In the
process they would take away the rights of my residents
and the honourable member for Tarneit’s residents in
being able to deal with this awful situation where
broiler farms are coming into essentially residential

I have been advised that because this bill clarifies the
legal point being taken to the Supreme Court it will
make that case irrelevant, so it overtakes that Supreme
Court case. That is a good outcome. It is an outcome
that is supported by the Labor government because it
reinstates the 26-year-old precedent used by
governments of all persuasions, and especially by the
Minister for Planning and Local Government in the
Kennett government, Rob Maclellan. He issued
300 call-ins a year. Of course he used the provisions
that were in place before this case was heard. The
overturning of that 26-year-old precedent by Justice
Morris must be challenged, and that is what we are
doing. This bill will clarify that point of law.

Mrs POWELL (Shepparton) — I rise on behalf of
The Nationals to say that we do not oppose the
Victorian Civil and Administrative Tribunal
(Amendment) Bill, but we are fairly critical of the way
it was introduced. The bill was introduced into the
Legislative Council on the very last day it was sitting,
Thursday, 10 June. The Assembly had concluded its
sitting, so there was no chance of recalling the
Assembly back. If the bill was something of an
emergency, I am not sure why it was left so long.
It is only a small bill; with only four clauses. A number
of members have talked about the clauses, and I will
refer to them later on. Apparently the bill was
introduced to clarify the call-in powers of the Minister
for Planning and the timing issues regarding those
powers. There have been several interpretations of the
decision in May this year of the president of the
Victorian Civil and Administrative Tribunal, Justice
Morris, to overturn a planning matter that was before
VCAT. He actually held in Buttigieg v. Melton Shire
Council that the call-in was not legally effective
because he believed the tribunal had already
commenced to hear the proceedings. I guess the
confusion arose from Justice Morris not understanding
the intent of clause 58 of schedule 1. There was some
confusion about when the hearing started, even though
there had been no confusion beforehand.
I understand that in all the years the clause has been
used, it has not been used in this way, so the
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government had to introduce this bill in order to clarify
the situation. I think the main confusion was about
whether the call-in powers apply to a directions hearing
or to a main and final hearing. Is the deadline
seven days from a directions hearing? Even at a
directions hearing you have some fairly substantial
evidence put forward, and some fairly substantial issues
may be heard. I think that is where the confusion may
have arisen.
The clause we are talking about regarding the
minister’s call-in powers under the Planning and
Environment Act — clause 58 — says that it applies to
proceedings for a review of a decision under the
Planning and Environment Act if the tribunal has not
commenced hearing the proceedings and if the minister
administering the act considers that the proceedings
raise a major issue of policy and that the determination
of the proceedings may have a substantial effect on the
achievement or development of planning objectives.
The confusion mostly stems from subclause (3), which
says that the minister administering the act cannot give
a direction or invitation under subclause (2) later than
seven days before the date fixed for the hearing of the
proceeding unless the president directs otherwise. This
bill is intended to clarify that situation.
The minister has been fairly critical of the former
minister for planning for intervening in some planning
matters. I would hope planning ministers only interfere
or intervene when it is absolutely necessary, but I
looked through the ministerial interventions form from
January 2003 to January 2004, which is put forward to
this house, and about 70 interventions were
documented there. I looked at one of them to see the
types of situations in which the minister may intervene.
One of them was a response to a request by the Banyule
City Council. It was an amendment to vary a covenant
to allow for the removal of an identified hazardous tree.
It was a large eucalyptus tree that had been identified as
locally significant and was protected by the vegetation
removal controls under the Banyule planning scheme.
Unfortunately the tree overhung the footpath and road
reserve and the property it was in was subject to a
restrictive covenant which prohibited the removal of
vegetation.
The application for a planning permit had been lodged
by the owner of the land for removal of the eucalyptus,
due to what the owner said were ongoing concerns
about the health and general poor state of the tree. It is
interesting that two independent arborist reports had
recommended that the tree be removed, due to its
hazardous potential. The minister did intervene on the
request from the Banyule City Council, because she
believed immediate action was warranted in the public
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interest. The minister decided to exercise her power to
prepare an amendment C43 to the Banyule planning
scheme and exempt herself from the requirements of
sections 17, 18 and 19 of the Planning and Environment
Act and the regulations with respect to this amendment.
It is important to note that the sections of the act that the
minister decided to exempt herself from are really
important sections that most of us have to adhere to. In
particular, councils have to look at the issue of
notification, making sure that everyone is aware of the
amendment. They have to advertise so that people can
object to or support the amendment. It is really
important that the minister does not use that option too
often. The minister has been talking about amendments
and how important planning is in this place.
Unfortunately in the last sitting a number of
amendments were rushed through this place. The
minister has also brought some in without prior notice
to me or the shadow Minister for Planning. We have to
make sure that does not happen again. Planning is an
important process that this Parliament goes through.
The minister has to respect the proper processes and
make sure that other members of Parliament are
properly notified of amendments coming forward and
have an opportunity to consult with the communities
affected.
We are told that the bill does not change the status quo;
the member for Brunswick actually said it restored the
status quo. But there is a new inclusion in this bill,
clause 4, so it is not exactly the status quo. Clause 4
states:
After clause 61(1) of Schedule 1 to the Victorian Civil and
Administrative Tribunal Act 1998 insert —
“(1A) If a proceeding is referred to the Governor in Council
under clause 58, 59 or 60, the Governor in Council is
not bound by any decision, determination or order
made by the Tribunal in the proceeding.”.

It may be implied in the bill, but it certainly is not there
at the moment. Rather than maintaining the status quo,
it is a new inclusion in that act. I hope the minister uses
the ministerial intervention powers only when they can
be justified.
We hope this bill ensures we get proper processes
before this place and that we are given proper
notification and explanations behind any planning
processes before any other planning bills come into this
house.
Mr LUPTON (Prahran) — The Victorian Civil and
Administrative Tribunal (Amendment) Bill 2004 arises
out of the decision of Justice Morris at VCAT in May
this year in the case of Buttigieg v. Melton Shire
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Council. In that case the tribunal was asked to deal with
and make a decision about the time frame in which a
decision to call in a matter by the minister can be made.
His Honour referred to clause 58 of schedule 1 to the
Victorian Civil and Administrative Tribunal Act 1998,
which deals with the call-in power. That schedule
allows a call-in if:
… the Tribunal has not commenced to hear the proceeding …

Further it goes on to require that there can be a review
of a decision if:
… the Minister … considers that … the proceeding raises a
major issue of policy … and the determination of the
proceeding may have a substantial effect on the achievement
or development of planning objectives.

That schedule sets out the types of matters that are
appropriate for the exercise of the ministerial power and
sets out a time frame in which that power ought to be
exercised. The direction by the minister cannot be made
less than seven days before the date fixed for the
hearing of the proceeding under schedule 1.
Justice Morris was called upon in that case to make a
decision about when in a proceeding the tribunal
commences to hear the proceeding. In his reasons for
decision he noted that the act he was dealing with did
not define the term ‘hear’ or ‘hearing’. His Honour was
required to go to the principles of statutory construction
and determine when it was that the tribunal commenced
to hear the proceeding.
We need to set out some of the history and changes that
have taken place in the proceeding at VCAT in recent
times in order to understand the context in which His
Honour was making those determinations. His Honour
since his appointment as president of VCAT has
brought in some very commendable changes to the
method of operation and certainly streamlined the
jurisdiction. That is something I personally support.
The streamlining of these procedures has involved
changes in how early hearings in proceedings are
conducted and the way that directions hearings and
preliminary hearings are conducted so that the tribunal
is more informed about the nature of the claims that are
made by the opposing parties. That gives the opposing
parties more information about the nature of the case
and the way in which the claims are being made. That
is likely to result in the overall speeding up and
simplification of proceedings heard by the tribunal.
The language of clauses 58 and 59 of schedule 1
dealing with these call-in powers has been overtaken by
these sorts of procedural changes that have been
introduced at the tribunal. We need to deal with those
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matters in the amendments contained in this bill. His
Honour determined in the case of Buttigieg v. Melton
Shire Council that a hearing that had dealt with some of
the preliminary matters meant that the tribunal had in
fact commenced to hear the proceeding in accordance
with those words in schedule 1. In order to restore
clarity and certainty to the minister’s call-in power it is
therefore necessary for us to amend this act to take
those developments into account. The amendments
mean that the situation that existed prior to the decision,
where the minister had the power to call in up to seven
days before the commencement of the proceedings, will
be restored. Up to seven days before the final hearing of
a matter the minister will have the power to exercise
that discretion. It is noted in the bill that the final
hearing will not include a directions, preliminary or
interlocutory hearing.
In order to properly understand the reasons for these
amendments it is necessary to bear in mind some of the
history of the call-in provisions. They have existed
under the various planning acts since 1978. The ability
to call in is important where there is a policy issue
involved or where there may be substantial effects on
the achievement or development of planning objectives.
Those powers should be used appropriately, and there
are guidelines in the general practice note on ministerial
powers of intervention in planning and heritage matters
which set out how these powers should be used. It is
noted that written reasons are to be given for each
decision to use the powers, and an annual report is to be
provided to Parliament detailing the nature of each
intervention. Those details are also to be provided on
the web site.
The number of interventions under this government is
well known to be significantly lower than under the
previous government. Since the election of the Bracks
government there has been an average of
77 interventions a year, including amendments to
planning schemes and VCAT call-ins. Under the
previous Kennett government in 1998–99 alone there
were 211 planning scheme interventions, which does
not include VCAT call-ins, and in 1997–98 there were
284 planning scheme interventions. There has been a
significant reduction in the number of such ministerial
actions by this government. Since 1999 there has been
appropriate and proper use of the necessary intervention
powers of the minister where matters of significance
have needed to be called in so that proper and
appropriate planning and development objectives were
achieved.
In the 1990s one can safely say that there was an
epidemic of this type of activity. It was a serious
condition which might be called the Maclellan
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syndrome. For example, if a planning minister in those
days heard of or saw a planning application, it was
likely that the minister would in an automatic or
Pavlovian response to a planning application coming
before him immediately say, ‘Call it in’. That Maclellan
syndrome has been eradicated from Victoria since
1999, and we now have an appropriate and proper basis
upon which the call-in power is used.
The amendment to the VCAT legislation restores the
situation as it was understood to exist prior to the
decision in the Buttigieg case. It enables the minister to
intervene in appropriate cases up to seven days before
the final hearing of the matter. That was the situation
that was put in place in Victoria by that well-known
and well-regarded planning minister, the Honourable
Alan Hunt. Of course, he is not highly regarded by the
opposition in Victoria these days. This legislation gives
certainty and clarity. It restores the situation to what
was operating prior to the sensible and appropriate
changes that the president of VCAT has made in the
operations of the tribunal. It will enable the planning
process to go ahead with certainty and clarity. I support
the bill.
Ms MORAND (Mount Waverley) — I welcome the
opportunity to speak briefly in support of the Victorian
Civil and Administrative Tribunal (Amendment) Bill.
This is an important bill which clarifies the procedures
for ministerial call-ins from the Victorian Civil and
Administrative Tribunal (VCAT). It is important to
ensure that the minister has the power to call in
planning procedures where there may be a substantial
effect on the achievement or development of state or
regional planning objectives, or where an issue of major
public interest arises. It is important that clarity and
certainty is restored as soon as possible.
Let us get the debate into perspective, and I agree with
the member for Prahran on this issue. In the last
12 months, five matters have been called in from the
Victorian Civil and Administrative Tribunal. It is a bit
disingenuous and hypocritical of the opposition to
rabbit on about this particular planning power, given
that the planning minister in the Kennett government
was not shy or timid of interventions. In the period
1997–98 the planning minister in the Kennett
government made 284 planning scheme interventions.
Justice Morris has been very successful in his
endeavours to streamline the VCAT process. As has
already been referred to by other contributors to this
debate, a process called Operation Jaguar aims to
streamline the court procedures, manage costs, and
ensure a smooth, fast and improved access to justice.
The reforms make sense and are welcome. The aim is

211

to better manage the workload of the court and bring
about speedy resolutions that will benefit the
community and the individuals involved in the tribunal.
I was pleased yesterday to hear the member for
Hawthorn say that the endeavours of Justice Morris had
been working well. It is also pleasing that the member
for Lowan said that the National Party would not
oppose the bill. That is a sensible approach compared
with that of the opposition. I also agree with what the
member for Lowan said when he spoke about a
shortage of planning and other skills in councils
contributing to the problems around planning and local
government.
The bill will clarify the system to ensure that no
confusion exists in the future concerning call-ins. This
bill will clarify the long-held view that a directions
hearing does not constrain subsequent action to call in a
review. These are not additional powers, as has been
suggested by opposition members. As they know,
call-in powers, have been in the system since 1978
under the then Town and Country Planning Act. The
bill is not about pushing forward Melbourne 2030,
which is about appropriate planning. It is a reality that
we need to plan for housing and infrastructure needs of
Melbourne’s growing population, but this bill is not
about the policies of Melbourne 2030. This bill clarifies
an existing process, and it is very important that have
that process clarified. I commend the bill to the house.
House divided on motion:
Ayes, 61
Allan, Ms
Andrews, Mr
Barker, Ms
Batchelor, Mr
Beard, Ms
Beattie, Ms
Bracks, Mr
Brumby, Mr
Buchanan, Ms
Cameron, Mr
Carli, Mr
Crutchfield, Mr
D’Ambrosio, Ms
Delahunty, Mr
Delahunty, Ms
Donnellan, Mr
Duncan, Ms
Eckstein, Ms
Garbutt, Ms
Gillett, Ms
Green, Ms
Haermeyer, Mr
Hardman, Mr
Harkness, Mr
Helper, Mr
Herbert, Mr
Holding, Mr
Howard, Mr

Langdon, Mr
Leighton, Mr
Lim, Mr
Lindell, Ms
Lobato, Ms
Lockwood, Mr
Lupton, Mr
McTaggart, Ms
Marshall, Ms
Maughan, Mr
Maxfield, Mr
Merlino, Mr
Mildenhall, Mr
Morand, Ms
Munt, Ms
Nardella, Mr
Neville, Ms
Overington, Ms
Perera, Mr
Pike, Ms
Powell, Mrs
Ryan, Mr
Seitz, Mr
Stensholt, Mr
Sykes, Dr
Thwaites, Mr
Trezise, Mr
Walsh, Mr
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Jasper, Mr
Jenkins, Mr
Kosky, Ms

Wilson, Mr
Wynne, Mr

Noes, 15
Asher, Ms
Baillieu, Mr
Clark, Mr
Cooper, Mr
Honeywood, Mr
Ingram, Mr
Kotsiras, Mr
Mulder, Mr

Napthine, Dr
Plowman, Mr
Savage, Mr
Shardey, Mrs
Smith, Mr
Thompson, Mr
Wells, Mr

Motion agreed to.
Read second time.
Remaining stages
Passed remaining stages.

NATIONAL PARKS (ADDITIONS AND
OTHER AMENDMENTS) BILL
Second reading
Debate resumed from 25 August; motion of
Mr THWAITES (Minister for Environment).
Mr MULDER (Polwarth) — I rise to briefly
contribute to the debate on the National Parks
(Additions and Other Amendments) Bill. As members
will know, I am renowned in this house as having a
great deal of interest in parks. My electorate of
Polwarth includes the Otway National Park and the
new state parks in the new category of parks proposed
in the Otways district. The bill adds 37 000 hectares to
parks and nature conservation reserves, comprising
additions of 14 000 hectares to existing national and
state parks and 23 000 hectares of new conservation
reserves.
The park additions arise from a number of sources,
including private donations; previous Land
Conservation Council and Environment Conservation
Council recommendations, many from the period in
office of the previous coalition government;
implementation of the regional forest agreements;
purchases by the state through a mixture of state and
commonwealth funding and transfers from the Trust for
Nature. It is important to note the generosity of Colin
and Yvonne Hutchinson, who have in the past donated
217 hectares of land towards the Wyperfeld National
Park and have now donated another 190 hectares of
Mallee vegetation, which is the habitat of the
endangered Mallee fowl.
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A lot of people would not realise that private donations
are commonly made to the state in support of our
environment, particularly in areas where native
vegetation and endangered species need the protection
of the community and the government. It is quite ironic
that against donations of individuals to the government
to try to protect Mallee vegetation and the habitat of the
endangered Mallee fowl you have the hypocrisy of the
Bracks government that has gone against two previous
recommendations from the Land Conservation Council
to incorporate land in the Nowingi state forest for that
purpose.
The government has ignored the Land Conservation
Council’s recommendation in order to jeopardise the
economy of the entire Mildura region by dumping on
its doorstep the stigma of a toxic waste dump when the
land was identified by the Land Conservation Council
for state forest to protect the endangered Mallee fowl
habitat. A junior minister, the Minister for
Manufacturing and Export, contacted the Mildura shire
with about 10 minutes notice advising that an
announcement would be made, saying, ‘You’re going
to be landed with a toxic waste dump. Get ready for it’.
And lo and behold, that announcement was made.
This goes to the heart of the Bracks Labor
government’s claim of open, honest and accountable
government and a government that is prepared to listen
to and communicate with the community — a
government that makes these sorts of decisions in
country Victoria, one after the other, and is prepared to
just roll in and ride roughshod over communities and
make an announcement about a decision that could
have a drastic and negative impact on the economy of
that entire region.
In relation to this legislation I will touch on the matter
of funding for the Otway National Park and the
so-called forest park — the new category of park. I
have been told by those close to government that we
have commitments that the parks will be fully funded.
But I have some grave concerns when I look at the
jigsaw and the funny-money schemes for this additional
37 000 hectares to the park system throughout the state
that is covered by this legislation. The government
claims that $1.5 million is to be spent not just in the
new areas but spread across the state as well. It is not
new money but $1.5 million of work crew services that
will allegedly be made available to Parks Victoria by
the Department of Sustainability and Environment at no
charge for the management of natural values.
Communities throughout the state will say, ‘Show us
the money’.
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The Department of Sustainability and Environment is
going to hand over $1.5 million, but where is DSE
going to get it from? Is it going to be dragged out of
other areas within its budget with nothing said, or is this
just going to be a revolving door with money coming in
one end and going out the other, making its way in a
continual circle? The $1.5 million was not identified in
the budget; it is money taken out of other areas of
management within Parks Victoria and from the
management of weeds and pest animals throughout the
state. That is the grave concern I have in relation to the
Otway Ranges. Where is the money going to come
from to manage our national park and the forest park?
If you look at some of the issues that have been
identified in the budget and in reports in relation to
funding for national parks you will find that the real
issue confronting the Otway Ranges is the massive
expansion of the park system with no cash in the budget
or the forward estimates to deal with the management
of those parks. The problem is that according to the
1994–95 to 2002–03 annual reports for national parks
the area of parks has grown dramatically. Funding
peaked in 1999–2000, and it has declined since.
Massive areas are to be added to the national parks
system throughout the state, and the Otway National
Park will become eight times bigger than it is at the
moment, with no sign of any money in either the
current budget or forward estimates to take care of that
park and to manage the problems that are going to
occur when it is deemed to be a national park and a
forest park.
Just to keep up with the level of funding provided by
the previous Liberal government would have required
an extra $4.64 million in 2002–03 to deal with the
current park situation in Victoria. An additional
$2.9 million is required for the proposed Otway
national and forest parks to ensure nominal per-hectare
funding is maintained. Quite clearly the money is not
available to maintain the Otways parks in good order.
We will see a behind-the-scenes shifting of cash,
funny-money schemes and promises to pull money
from one area and put it into another area, to raid the
DSE budget and to park money with Parks Victoria and
push it backwards and forwards.
Look at what happened in relation to the alpine fires in
the north-east of the state, which the government
claimed had hurt its budget bottom line because money
had to be taken from consolidated revenue and used to
relieve the problems that arose as a result of those
horrendous fires. If we start to look at other park
budgets around the state, we find that the government
went around and raided different park budgets,
cancelled maintenance programs and shifted money to
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the other side of the state. I have grave fears that should
there be other fires in other parts of the state, and if
there is any funding commitment to the Otways, we
will see exactly the same set of circumstances coming
forward.
The Otways park is in my electorate. It has been a
contentious issue. A lot of people have a great deal of
expertise and local knowledge in relation to the area. I
refer to Steven Lawson, Rosie and Les Vulcz, Jim
Speirs and others who have done a great deal of work in
that area and have been very heavily involved with the
Victorian Environmental Assessment Council process
to try to put forward the interests and concerns of
people in the Otways area.
The VEAC proposal and consultation process was
going to be cut short, but thanks to those people and the
amount of work they put in and the 1000-plus people
who turned up at Apollo Bay a week ago to protest in
relation to issues of access at the park,
four-wheel-drives and people who want to walk their
dogs, the government has become aware of the areas of
concern that people have raised and VEAC has now
determined that it will push the period out by another
two months to listen to and try to gain an understanding
of their concerns. Somewhere of the order of
715 submissions have been received in response to the
draft proposals. One of the issues that has not been
addressed — and I know that a lot of people in the
Otways area are concerned — is as simple as the
collection of firewood for people within the Colac area.
A lot of people, particularly in country areas, do not
have access to natural gas. They rely heavily on
firewood. If they do not have firewood, they are pushed
into a bottled gas scenario, and we can see what is
happening with bottled gas throughout the state at the
moment. It works completely against those people and
puts them in a devastating situation in terms of their
having to go out and purchase wood from wood
vendors.
The other issue that has not been addressed but needs to
be taken into consideration is that farmers cannot carry
firearms in the national parks. A lot of farmers in the
Otways area also have properties in other locations. If
we are going to have a national park the government
has to put money into controlling pest animals. Farmers
need to have guns to control the pest animals that
wander from national parks onto private land. I support
the legislation. I raise these issues as genuine concerns.
I hope the Victorian Environment Assessment Council
will listen to the expertise of the people who have put
forward submissions for the Otway National Park and
the forest park.
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Mr JASPER (Murray Valley) — I rise to support
the comments that have been made by the Deputy
Leader of the National Party and other Nationals
speakers in opposing the legislation that is before the
house. We do so not on the basis of the land that is
being taken into the national parks and other parks
under this legislation, recognising that much of the land
to be added to a range of national parks and other parks
across Victoria has been donated by various people, but
because of our great concern about the government’s
record on the management of Crown land — which, by
any judgment, has been appalling — and because the
provisions in the legislation put further restrictions on
the use of public land.
We have also looked at the restrictions on the collection
of firewood — I will refer to that later in my
contribution — and other important changes being
made to the timber industry which will place pressure
on the import of timber products to Australia from
overseas. We should be able to replace those imports
from sustainable timber production within the state of
Victoria, and indeed across Australia, but that is not
being supported, particularly by the state government.
It is interesting that in the 1980s organisations
presented to Parliament maps and proposals to extend
the national parks across Victoria and into the southern
part of New South Wales. When I saw those maps I
said it could not be achieved in those areas. I thought
there was no way we could extend the national parks to
achieve a connection between the parks in southern
New South Wales and the parks right across major
parts of Victoria. That has been achieved, but
successive governments throughout the 1980s and
1990s, including the most recent Labor government in
this state, have extended national parks without
providing appropriate funding for their management.
What we have to have is a balance. It is important to
recognise the need to achieve a balance between the
extension and development of national parks and the
requirements of the general public. That is what has not
been achieved, and there have been some classic
examples.
There has been a recognition of the importance of
protecting conservation areas by extending national
parks in particular areas, and we in The Nationals have
supported that in the past, but we have major concerns
about the extensions and what has taken place in the
past. The classic example I want to refer to is the
Alpine National Park, which consists of over
660 000 hectares. Some of the most famous alpine
resorts lie within that area, and the restrictions that have
been placed on the extension of alpine resorts highlight
the difficulties in managing national parks to achieve a
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balance between conservation and the protection of
certain areas and recreational needs.
The Falls Creek alpine resort is a classic example. We
saw an extension in the 1990s, with 285 hectares being
added to that 2300-hectare resort. That was passed
through this Parliament in 1997. That extension would
have seen ski lifts being provided to Mount McKay.
The member for Benambra is very much aware of the
work that was undertaken at that time to extend that
alpine resort to make it one of the great resorts in not
only Australia but indeed the world for people who are
interested in downhill skiing. But with the change of
government those 285 hectares were taken out of the
alpine resort and put back into the Alpine National
Park. That was a travesty. The Alpine National Park
had 660 000 hectares, and this small amount of land,
which was not pristine because much of the area around
the dams had been disturbed, was being used more
effectively as an extension of the alpine resort. That is a
clear example of not achieving a balance between the
need for conservation and the demands of people for
their recreational activities.
The issue of cattle grazing is another area that has had a
lot of coverage. The Nationals are extremely concerned
about the changes being made with the progressive
reduction in cattle grazing areas in the high country.
Cattle grazing has been most important in managing
these areas effectively. There needs to be a continuing
grazing of these areas while maintaining a balance in
their management.
The Warby Range State Park in my electorate of
Murray Valley is a classic example of a park where
little management is provided by Parks Victoria and the
department. They would say, ‘Yes, we recognise the
problem and we are doing some management’, but
there needs to be greater recognition of the requirement
to better utilise that area. That is necessary not just for
recreational purposes but to contain fires like the major
fires we had in Victoria in early 2003. Many of those
fires and their extension were a result of the lack of
management of national parks.
It has been said to me that if a fire got into the Warby
Range National Park there would be nothing they could
do to contain it. It would just go through that park. We
need better management and more funding for Parks
Victoria and the department generally so they are able
to manage these parks. We could have continued timber
collection in national parks, which leads me to the
difficulties being experienced in north-eastern Victoria
with the extension of the box-ironbark national parks.
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For many years families have been utilising the Reedy
Creek area, which is near Eldorado, for recreational
activities not only for themselves but also for their
animals. Those activities are now restricted because of
the extension of national parks housing box-ironbark.
Due to the restriction of firewood collection areas
people who once did not have to travel long distances
to collect firewood now have to travel long distances to
get it. Collecting firewood has been traditional for
many years. While the department says it is looking to
provide areas for firewood collection and considering
where it can plant trees for firewood for the future, the
immediate problem is that firewood collection is being
restricted, and that needs to be changed.
While we are looking at parks I would like particularly
to mention Cobram regional park, which is along the
Murray River. A lot of people utilise these areas for
camping and recreation, particularly during the
summer, but management practices are now being put
into effect for people going into these areas. I applaud
the fact that we are investigating that. A number of
meetings have taken place in an effort to better manage
these areas. The Cobram regional park has never been
gazetted. It was reviewed by the previous government
in the 1990s but was never gazetted. Consideration
needs to be given to gazetting the park but it is no good
gazetting it unless we get appropriate management.
That is the key to the National Party’s opposition to this
legislation. We need to provide additional funding to
national parks so they can be appropriately managed. In
unlocking the potential of our national parks we need to
balance conservation, recreation and management —
for example, utilising areas for continued, controlled
cattle grazing, which has been highly effective in the
past. While National Party members recognise the
legislation contains extensions to national parks and
other areas, our concern is the lack of appropriate
management for the national parks we already have.
How far do we go in extending parks before we get
appropriate management that will, for instance, reduce
the problems experienced by people who live alongside
them because of the lack of park management across
the whole of Victoria?
Debate adjourned on motion of Ms DUNCAN
(Macedon).
Debate adjourned until later this day.
The ACTING SPEAKER (Mr Delahunty) —
Order! This is an appropriate time to break for lunch.
But before we do I wish the Deputy Clerk all the best
for the future in his retirement.
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Sitting suspended 12.58 p.m. until 2.03 p.m.
Business interrupted pursuant to standing orders.

QUESTIONS WITHOUT NOTICE
Police: corruption and organised crime
Mr DOYLE (Leader of the Opposition) — My
question is to the Premier. I refer to the fact that Carl
and George Williams will not face charges over a
$20 million drug haul because of police corruption. I
ask: when is the Premier going to do the right thing and
establish a royal commission to get to the bottom of this
fiasco?
Mr BRACKS (Premier) — I thank the Leader of
the Opposition for his question. It is timely in this house
to congratulate Victoria Police for what it has achieved
in bringing forward 53 charges under the Ceja and
Purana task forces here in Victoria. I attended and
opened the major crime workshop, which was
undertaken for Victoria Police by the Chief
Commissioner of Police, Christine Nixon, and by
Assistant Commissioner Simon Overland. It was
attended by a wide range of experts from around the
country and internationally. This reinforced that
Victoria is having a great deal of success in both
fighting police corruption and also making sure that
organised crime can be fought by having a system in
Victoria for that to be done in future.
The matters which are before the courts currently will
be heard properly and appropriately. There are a
significant number of other charges for very serious
matters which have been bought forward and which are
yet to be heard. They will be given due weight through
the judicial system, as they should be. Needless to say,
this house would want to place on record
congratulations to the police force for bringing forward
those charges to be heard in the court system.

Industrial relations: enterprise agreements
Mr HARKNESS (Frankston) — Can the Premier
advise the house about recent initiatives to promote a
fair but firm industrial environment in Victoria, and
what are the reasons why the government is taking this
approach rather than alternative policy positions?
Mr BRACKS (Premier) — I thank the member for
Frankston for his question. The member for Frankston
is someone who is committed to a good and fair
outcome for public sector workers, nurses, teachers and
public servants in Victoria. That is exactly what we
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have delivered. If you look at the enterprise agreements
this year — —
Mr Smith interjected.
The SPEAKER — Order! The member for Bass
will cease interjecting in that manner.
Mr BRACKS — The great bulk of the work force
in Victoria is made up of nurses, teachers and public
servants who each have their enterprise agreements
coming up at a similar time in 2004. I can report to the
house that we have successfully concluded each of
those enterprise agreements. This is a fair and
reasonable outcome in keeping with our wages policy
in Victoria. That is a stunning outcome. If you look
around the country you will not see an outcome as good
as in Victoria. We led the way and ensured that firstly,
we gave a fair outcome; secondly, it was an outcome
within our wages policy and; thirdly, it meant that we
could reinvest in education, health and public services
because we ensured that there was capacity to do that
by having a fair wage outcome and not giving into
exorbitant wage claims.
I will contrast that to some alternative suggestions
which were made to this government but which we
rejected outright. We had a situation where nurses were
seeking a 24 per cent wage increase in their enterprise
agreements over three years and other benefits which
would accrue to about a $1.52 billion cost to the budget
over a three-year period. That is equivalent to about
2000 extra patients being treated in Victoria. That was
the claim that was rejected by our government. We
settled on our wages policy of around the 3 per cent
margin. We rejected the advice we received that we
should simply cave in and accept that. That advice was
proffered to us by the Leader of the Opposition — —
Honourable members interjecting.
The SPEAKER — Order! I warn the Leader of the
Opposition about continuing to interject while the
Speaker is on her feet. I ask members of the backbench
to cease interjecting in that manner and allow the
Premier to answer the question.
Mr BRACKS — We rejected that advice, which
was given or proffered. The Leader of the Opposition
said that he would never knock back a nurses’ claim.
Honourable members interjecting.
The SPEAKER — Order! The member for
Monbulk!
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Mr Honeywood — On a point of order, Speaker, I
refer to your ruling yesterday in which you clearly ruled
that we are here today in question time to talk about
government administration. Any attempt by the Premier
to enter into what may or may not be a policy
perspective from the opposition has nothing to do with
government administration. I ask you to bring him back
to order.
The SPEAKER — Order! I do not uphold the point
of order at this stage. Comments made by ministers in
relation to questions must relate to government business
and how government business will be affected. I ask the
Premier to restrain himself to those comments.
Mr BRACKS — Government business would have
been affected to the tune of $1.52 billion if we had
simply rolled over to the enterprise agreement requests
which were given to this government and which we
rejected. We settled for a wages policy which is
appropriate.
If you go on to education, a 30 per cent pay increase
was requested — that is $2.7 billion, which is enough
to build about 270 schools. We again made sure we
held the line. It was a fair and reasonable wage outcome
which gave us the capacity to reinvest in more teachers
and schools for the future. We gained that by having a
good outcome. I want to congratulate the education
minister and the health minister who did a great job
with those two enterprise agreements. I will not
congratulate the public service minister — that is,
me — but we did a good job there as well.
You are not ready to govern on matters of important
government business if you are not prepared to stand up
and make sure you will have fair and sensible
outcomes. It has been demonstrated that on the other
side of the house we have an opposition that is still —
after four and a half years or more — not ready to
govern.
Mr Ryan — On a point of order, Speaker, — —
Honourable members interjecting.
The SPEAKER — Order! I ask members of the
Labor Party to cease interjecting in that manner, or I
will start warning people and removing them from the
chamber.
Mr Ryan — Speaker, I refer to your directions in
relation to succinctness and ask you to have the Premier
conclude his answer.
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The SPEAKER — Order! I uphold the point of
order. The Premier has been speaking for 5 minutes,
and I ask him to conclude his answer.
Mr BRACKS — I will conclude by saying that the
enterprise agreements were fair and reasonable and
were within community expectations. They have meant
not only that we have had a fair outcome for nurses,
teachers and public servants but that as a government
we are able and prepared, because of what we have
arranged to reinvest in education and health, to make
sure we can improve public services in Victoria. That is
what we have achieved. I want to congratulate the team
behind me — the health minister and education
minister have done a great job. They stood up; they
were prepared to govern and they did it very well.

Gas: regional supply
Mr RYAN (Leader of The Nationals) — My
question is to the Minister for State and Regional
Development. Could the minister advise the house of
the number of completed projects facilitated by the
government in the last five years for the extension of
the provision of natural gas to country Victorians?
Mr BRUMBY (Minister for State and Regional
Development) — What an extraordinary question from
the Leader of The Nationals. Really!
Honourable members interjecting.
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Mr Smith interjected.
The SPEAKER — Order! The member for Bass
will cease interjecting.
Mr BRUMBY — When in opposition prior to our
first term we promised we would fund and complete the
extension of the north Bellarine gas pipeline — where
is the member for Bellarine? — which we have
completed and opened as promised. In our second term
we promised we would put $70 million aside out of the
Regional Infrastructure Development Fund to provide
for the layout of the natural gas grid across country
Victoria. We set out a time frame for that which I
announced last year to a very well-attended public
meeting in June. If you are able to use the Internet, use
it, because it is still on the Net.
Honourable members interjecting.
Mr BRUMBY — Everything that we spelt out
according to the timetable in June last year is being
adhered to — every single aspect of it.
Mr Ryan interjected.
Mr BRUMBY — Yes, it is. Don’t interject
dishonestly, because — —
Mr Ryan interjected.
Mr BRUMBY — You are. You are!

The SPEAKER — Order! This time I ask members
of the opposition to cease interjecting in that manner, or
I will take the same action against them.

Honourable members interjecting.

Mr BRUMBY — We do not expect much from the
Liberal Party, but we expect better from you, from The
Nationals.

Mr BRUMBY — One thing I have never been — —

Honourable members interjecting.

The SPEAKER — Order!

The SPEAKER — Order! I ask the minister to hold
fire for a minute.
Mr Doyle interjected.

Mr Ryan — On a point of order, Speaker, although
I have just been damned by faint praise, I ask the
minister to answer the question as to how many
completed projects the government has facilitated.

The SPEAKER — Order! I warn the Leader of the
Opposition that he must — —

The SPEAKER — Order! In re-calling the Minister
for State and Regional Development, I advise him very
strongly to address his comments through the Chair.

Questions interrupted.

Mr BRUMBY — One of the hallmarks of this
government is that it has delivered what it promised.
That is news to The Nationals and the Liberal Party,
because it is a very big contrast indeed to the broken
promises which were the hallmark of the Kennett
government.

Mr Doyle interjected.

SUSPENSION OF MEMBER
The SPEAKER — Order! Under standing
order 124 I suspend the Leader of the Opposition for
half an hour for continually interjecting and ignoring
the Speaker while she was on her feet.
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I advise members of the house that if they continue to
interject — —
I ask the Leader of the Opposition to leave the house
for half an hour.
If members continue to interject in that manner, I will
remove them from the house immediately. I remind the
house that the members of the public gallery are trying
to listen to question time.
Honourable member for Malvern withdrew from
chamber.
Questions resumed.
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Mr BRUMBY — We are getting on with the job. If
there has been one political party and one government
in Victoria which in the last 30 years has rebuilt
opportunities in country Victoria, it is the Bracks
government. There are not toenails in the state under
the Bracks government. We are rebuilding
opportunities and getting on with the job of rolling out
natural gas.
Honourable members interjecting.
The SPEAKER — Order! The minister will
conclude his answer.

Teachers: enterprise agreement
QUESTIONS
ITnHOUT
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Mr BRUMBY (Minister for State and Regional
Development) — We have been true to our word; we
have put $70 million aside. We announced the time
frame in Bendigo last June. What that time frame
involves is that from September this year the
government will be announcing the successful
contractors and the rollout of that program, and it will
be completed over the next few years.
Can I just make the point as well that there was a fair
amount of hypocrisy in the question that was asked
today. The former government — —
Mr Ryan — The point of order, Speaker, is the
question of relevance. Whatever might otherwise have
applied in the year to which the minister is referring has
nothing to do with this issue. If the answer to the
question is one, then he should simply say so and sit
down.
The SPEAKER — Order! There is no point of
order, but I ask the minister to direct his answer to the
question.
Mr BRUMBY — We have delivered on our
commitments. The timetable is on schedule — —
An honourable member interjected.
Mr BRUMBY — Yes it is. We are seeing a lot of
hot air on this issue from The Nationals, who voted to
privatise and sell off the state gas network and,
secondly, support the legislation — and so did the
Liberal Party — —
Mr Plowman — On a point of order, Speaker, the
minister is still debating the question, not answering it. I
ask you to bring him back to answering the question.
The SPEAKER — Order! I ask the minister to
conclude his answer. He has been speaking for longer
than the allocated time.

Ms BEATTIE (Yuroke) — My question without
notice is to the Minister for Education and Training and
I ask: given the recent enterprise agreement with
teachers, can the minister outline to the house the
benefits derived from those arrangements and whether
alternative settlement options were considered?
Ms KOSKY (Minister for Education and
Training) — I thank the member for Yuroke for her
question and her very strong interest in education. As
the Premier has already indicated to the house, the
government delivered a very fair, reasonable and
economically sustainable pay rise to teachers and
principals in government schools in the latest enterprise
bargaining agreement arrangements. The deal provides
four 3 per cent salary increases over four financial years
and is totally in accord with the government’s public
sector wage policy. The wage outcome funds service
delivery improvements as well, including strengthening
performance and development within our teaching
work force and providing salary flexibility to attract
teachers to rural and regional schools, which is very
important for us.
There has been a lot of support for the agreement that
the government established. As the Premier indicated,
the initial claim from the teachers through the
Australian Education Union (AEU) was a 30 per cent
wage claim, which, of course, was well out of the
ballpark in terms of what was affordable and within the
government wages policy. I am very pleased that we
now have a certified agreement for teacher salaries.
Over 80 per cent of teachers supported our policy on
wages for teachers. There were opponents, of course, to
what the government was putting forward. We did look
at alternative settlement options which you would
consider when going through the negotiation process
with teachers. There were many who offered advice to
us. One of the alternatives was to pay a much greater
salary to teachers to reflect their professional status.
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This call came, of course, from the opposition. During
the course of the negotiations members of the
opposition called for a decent salary. Otherwise, they
said, the government had made a very bad mistake.
Mr Honeywood — On a point of order, Speaker,
again I refer to your previous rulings. If members of the
government want to frame all their questions every day
in here relating to opposition policies that may or may
not be in existence, that is fine, but I seek your guidance
as to whether we are going to be having answers about
government administration. The minister is now
debating the question and I ask you to bring her back to
the point of the question.
Mr Thwaites — On the point of order, Speaker, the
minister was asked about the benefits that were derived
from the various arrangements that she is referring to
and also whether alternative settlement options were
considered. It is entirely appropriate for government, in
making its administrative decisions, to consider a range
of options and to give the public the reasons why those
options have been adopted or rejected, and that is what
the minister is doing.
The SPEAKER — Order! I uphold the point of
order. In my view the minister was not doing that. She
was in fact canvassing opposition policy. She needs to
direct her comments to how other policies may affect
Victorian government policy.
Ms KOSKY — That is exactly what I was going to
do. The 30 per cent wages claim would have resulted in
an extra $2 billion of expenditure in education, which is
the equivalent of 30 000 teachers or 1183 school
upgrades, which I am sure members in this house
would have been very concerned about. The cry for
higher salaries would have translated into reduced
services in our schools. That is exactly why we rejected
that.
There has been quite a lot of support for our settlement.
Andrew Blair from the Victorian Association of
Secondary School Principals said that the package
delivered a modest pay rise without widespread
changes. Mary Blewett from the AEU stated:
It’s never everything that you want, but it represents an
excellent package … that would attract and retain teachers in
the government school system.

Members should remember that over 80 per cent of
teachers have supported this position. I have to say that
the official response from the opposition was that the
agreement reminded them of the 1960s Peggy Lee song
Is That All There Is?
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Honourable members interjecting.
The SPEAKER — Order! I have already advised
the minister not to canvas opposition policies when
they do not relate to Victorian government business. If
she does it again I will sit her down. Has the minister
finished her answer?
Ms KOSKY — In fact that is all there is. As a
government we will roll out a fair deal to teachers, but
the opposition wants us just to roll over.

Police: corruption and organised crime
Mr WELLS (Scoresby) — My question without
notice is to the Minister for Police and Emergency
Services. I refer the minister to the revelation that the
underworld has obtained car registration numbers of
Ceja task force police officers and I ask: given that the
last time we experienced such a breach of security two
people were murdered, what will the minister do to
guarantee the safety of these officers and their families?
Mr HAERMEYER (Minister for Police and
Emergency Services) — Today the Leader of the
Opposition suggested that a story on a radio program
this morning somehow was yet another basis for him to
give us his very tedious daily call for a royal
commission. Now — —
Honourable members interjecting.
Mr HAERMEYER — Don’t you want an answer?
The SPEAKER — Order! The minister will address
his comments through the Chair, and I ask him to
address the question.
Mr HAERMEYER — Victoria Police has advised
that the Purana task force found in the possession of
somebody who was being investigated by them a very
small number of licence plate numbers belonging to
police vehicles. Victoria Police have also made it clear
that it is a not-uncommon practice for criminals to take
down licence plate numbers at courts and other
locations where they see police entering and alighting
from cars and to then circulate those licence plate
numbers. The whipping up of hysteria about this by the
Leader of the Opposition in particular, and now by the
member for Scoresby, I have to say smacks of appalling
desperation. The implication is that police members
leaked that information. Victoria Police have said that is
a very long bow to draw. It is again an insult to our
police force.
Victoria Police, through the Purana task force, have
made some 40 arrests. The Ceja task force has made
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some 50 arrests. Underworld crime and police
corruption in this state has been taken on in a way that
it has never been taken on before, and for that Victoria
Police deserves our congratulations; it does not deserve
the continual undermining of morale and public
confidence which comes from this opposition. It is
anti-police, and that is all I can say about it.

Nurses: enterprise agreement
Mr ANDREWS (Mulgrave) — My question is
directed to the Minister for Health. I ask the minister to
outline to the house the outcome of the recent
negotiations on wages and conditions for nurses and the
implications of these arrangements and alternative
policy propositions for Victoria.
Dr Napthine — On a point of order, Speaker, there
are actually two questions in the question proposed by
the honourable member for Mulgrave. I suggest that
one of the reasons we are having difficulties with these
is that the government is using a tactic of putting two
questions forward as one question. The first part of the
question asked about the outcome of the wage
negotiations. That was a question unto itself. The
second part was a second question. In the interests of
the fair and reasonable operation of this Parliament I
ask you to rule that only one question be asked and one
question be answered.
Mr Batchelor — On the point of order, Speaker, if
you were to restrict questions just to statements of fact
and then not go on to ask questions about the
implications of those, you would find that question time
would be completely ineffectual. The opposition would
not be able to ask questions. It would have cut off its
nose to spite its face.
In defence of the right of the opposition to ask
questions, the government is entitled to ask questions
which probe the implications for government
expenditure of the outcomes of either proposals that are
put forward by the government or alternative proposals.
If we seek to draw out from the minister the
implications on government expenditure of alternative
proposals, that it is entirely acceptable. It has been ruled
as such, and it is politically sensible for that to be able
to be discussed within a parliamentary chamber. There
is no other parliamentary chamber in Australia that has
the sorts of restrictions proposed, where we would be
unable to talk about the implications of alternative
policies on the budget of the state.
Mr Cooper — On the point of order, Speaker, I
refer you to Rulings from the Chair — 1920 to 2004.
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Under the heading ‘Generally’, guideline (1) in
chapter 23 at page 153 states:
The purpose of a question is to seek information, not to give
information or to suggest its own answer …

The first thing we have here is that the question is
seeking information. The second part, which is the most
important part, is that the matter must — and it says
‘must’ — relate to government administration or policy
and be directed to the minister responsible. As the
member for South-West Coast has said, this question is
a double-barrelled question and it is seeking
information on matters other than matters relating to
government administration or policy. I therefore
submit, Speaker, that the guidelines for questions have
been breached by this question and, indeed, as the
member for South-West Coast said, by other questions
which seek responses from ministers which go beyond
the scope of the ministers.
The scope of the minister in answering a question is to
respond to matters relating to government
administration or policy, not to canvass other issues,
and certainly not to canvass issues relating to
opposition policy, as you have correctly ruled.
Therefore, Speaker, I suggest that your ruling on this
question should be that the minister should be restricted
to answering the question relating to government
administration or policy and should not canvass other
issues.
Mr Brumby — On the point of order, Speaker, I
listened to the point of order raised by the member for
South-West Coast and the essence of it was to further
restrict the type and nature of questions which can be
asked at question time and, accordingly, the answers
which can be provided. Apart from the fact that I think
it is a rather bizarre proposition to come from an
opposition party, leaving that aside for one moment, it
would also be out of tune with what happens in other
parliaments elsewhere in Australia. Reference was
made, I think by the Leader of the House — —
Mr Smith interjected.
Mr Brumby — You do not have to be too — —
Mr Smith interjected.
The SPEAKER — Order! The member for Bass
will cease interjecting in that manner. This is a serious
issue.
Mr Brumby — Having served in two parliaments,
the federal Parliament and the state Parliament, and as
an observer, I know, as any member of the public who
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watches federal question time knows, that the practice
in this Parliament has always been much more
restrictive in terms of what can be asked and answered
than is the case in the federal Parliament. It may be —
and we have debated it over the years — that there is a
good and sound reason for that, but it does not follow
from that that our practice in the future should be to
make what we do here even more restrictive compared
with other parliamentary jurisdictions. That is the
proposition that is being put today by the member for
South-West Coast. At the end of the day these issues
are all questions of balance, about what is a fair
question and what is a fair answer.
Honourable members interjecting.
Mr Brumby — Perhaps that is because you do not
ask the right questions!
The SPEAKER — Order! I do not intend to warn
the Treasurer again to address his comments through
the Chair. It is not an occasion for him to address
debating points across the floor to the opposition. Has
he finished his point of order? He may finish it now.
Mr Brumby — It has always been my view — —
Honourable members interjecting.
The SPEAKER — Order! This is a serious issue. I
ask members to be quiet and allow other members to
express a view on the point of order.
Mr Brumby — The Parliament works best when
members of Parliament from whatever side are able to
ask the broadest possible range of questions and
ministers are able to canvass the broadest possible
range of answers. It is true that when a minister is asked
about government administration, coming to a view, a
decision or a policy, they take into account a whole
range of views which are presented, from within their
own party, from the bureaucracy and from the
opposition. They take into account those views so that
from time to time when a minister answers a question
they are entitled to refer to the broad range of
alternative policies which have been put. That has
always been my view, as I said. It is a view that I think
would be broadly supported by the Parliament, and it
would be a retrograde step for this Parliament to be
even more restrictive in the application of questions and
answers than it presently is, because this Parliament is
already significantly more restrictive in those
provisions than is the case in the federal Parliament.
Mr Plowman — On the point of order, Speaker, if
we come back to the point of order made by the
member for Mornington on the guidelines, chapter 23
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of Rulings from the Chair — 1920–2004 on questions
refers to guideline (4), which states:
In answering, ministers should confine themselves to the
point contained in the question —

the important part of this goes on to say —
and should not debate the matter.

Clearly, a double-barrelled question gives rise to the
opportunity for the minister to debate the question
rather than answer it. I also refer to the same chapter of
Rulings from the Chair in respect of a minister’s current
responsibility:
A member may only ask a question relating to a minister’s
current responsibility.

A double-barrelled question like this — which is the
way all the government questions in question time
today have been asked — relating to the opposition’s
responsibility and its approach to the same issue goes
well beyond the current minister’s responsibility and it
evokes debate on that issue. In both cases it clearly
creates the situation where the minister is almost asked
to debate the question, and I would suggest that it is not
in the best interests of question time in this place.
The SPEAKER — Order! This will be the last
speaker I will hear on the point of order.
Mr Thwaites — On the point of order, Speaker, in
some ways from a government point of view we would
be quite happy to adopt the position that the opposition
seems to be adopting, which would severely limit both
question time and the ability of any members of the
house to ask questions of ministers.
In relation to the points that have been raised, the
member for Benambra seemed to base his argument on
the allegation that ministers have to confine themselves
to the question and not debate the question. In this case
the minister has not even had an opportunity to get up
and answer the question. A pre-emptive point of order
has been made before there has been any such
opportunity. I point out that the rules that apply to this
are that questions must be relevant to government
administration — and this question is relevant — and
the responses and questions must be ‘direct, succinct
and factual’. In this case that is exactly what is
proposed.
If the type of analysis that the opposition is now
suggesting were adopted it would mean that almost half
the questions asked in this house would be ruled out of
order. The member for Hawthorn yesterday in fact
asked two questions. He asked the minister whether she
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stood by her previous statement or — and — why she
did not turn up at an event.
Honourable members interjecting.
Mr Thwaites — ‘Or’. There were two questions.
Honourable members interjecting.
The SPEAKER — Order! The Deputy Premier,
through the Chair!
Mr Thwaites — Two questions were asked, and I
recall at the time that the Leader of the Opposition
actually went over to the member and started having an
argument with him. Indeed they were having a fight! It
is absolutely true. The Leader of the Opposition was
admonishing the member for Hawthorn. I am not sure
whether it was on this — —
Honourable members interjecting.
The SPEAKER — Order! The Deputy Premier, on
the point of order.
Mr Thwaites — On the point of order, Speaker, I
am pointing out that if this proposal were adopted a
great percentage of the questions that were asked in this
house would be ruled out and it would make a mockery
of question time.
The SPEAKER — Order! A number of
contributions have been made on the point of order
raised by the member for South-West Coast, a lot of
which were extraneous to the point of order the
member raised. The point of order related to whether
the question asked by the member for Mulgrave was
one question or two. I will refer to some of the
comments later. This situation arose in the autumn
sitting of Parliament when, as I recall members, on both
sides of the house asked questions which contained a
number of questions, some of which were related and
some of which were totally unrelated. It is reasonable to
ask a question that has a subsection which relates to that
question and is part of it, but it is certainly not
appropriate for members to raise a number of different
questions which cannot be seen as being part of a
whole.
In relation to a number of the other matters raised by
contributors to the point of order debate, regardless of
what other parliaments do, this Parliament is guided by
the standing orders set by this house. If the house does
not like the standing orders, it has every opportunity to
change them.
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In relation to the way ministers answer questions, they
are required to answer the questions asked of them. The
breadth of those answers probably depends entirely on
the breadth of the questions asked. Indeed questions
must be related to government business. That is the
point of question time — for members to ask questions
about government business, not questions about
opposition policies or anything else. Question time was
set up to allow ministers to respond to questions about
government business. In responding to questions about
government business ministers have the opportunity to
explain to the house why they have or have not taken
certain actions and how that affects government
business. That is the ruling which has been made
several times now, and it is a ruling I expect all
members of the house to adhere to.
Coming back to the point of order raised by the
member for South-West Coast, after that short speech,
in this case the question relates to the negotiation of
wage and conditions arrangements for nurses and the
outcome of that negotiation, and what would have
happened if other actions had been taken. In answering
that question the Minister for Health must relate her
comments to the effect on Victorian government
business.
Ms PIKE (Minister for Health) — I thank the
member for Mulgrave for his question. The agreement
reached recently between nurses and the government is
best characterised as fair and financially responsible —
that is, we have been able to negotiate a win-win for
nurses and the health system.
Since commencing its recruitment campaign in 2000,
the Bracks government has employed well over
4000 extra full-time equivalent nurses as part of its
strategy to rebuild the public health system. This has
been one of the most successful nurse recruitment
campaigns in Australia’s history. Other states have
struggled, but we really do have the runs on the board.
Under the new enterprise bargaining agreement the
government will provide nurses with more pay, more
study leave and better conditions because that is what
they told us they wanted, and we know that those things
are beneficial for the health system and therefore
beneficial for the public. However, more than that, a
key part of our recruitment campaign and our enterprise
bargaining agreement process has been that we can
recognise nurses as true professionals. We have
coupled the wages and conditions with more staff so
nurses can provide patients with a professional level of
care which genuinely reflects their skills.
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Of course, by being financially responsible, and having
that as a key goal, we have been able to increase
funding to our public health system by well over 50 per
cent over the last five years. That is more money for the
system — more money to hire more nurses, open more
beds and treat even more patients. We know that today
in Victoria there are 200 000 more patients being
admitted to our health system than there were in 1999.
There were some who supported the government giving
nurses their ambit claim; there were some who said we
should never knock back a pay rise. However, the
consequences of giving nurses that ambit claim would
have been quite devastating to the health system and
quite limiting of our capacity to grow the system and
provide the kinds of resources and extra services we
need. If we had acquiesced to the nurses’ ambit claim
we would have doubled the current wages bill. We
would have added an additional $1.5 billion to
$2 billion to that bill. We did not follow that
irresponsible path. Instead we have been able to
negotiate a very fair and responsible outcome, and we
were able to put $1.6 billion into our health system in
the last budget. It is a win for our professional nurses
and it is certainly a win for the health system, but most
importantly, the greatest beneficiaries are the people of
Victoria.

Haystac Public Affairs: contracts
Ms ASHER (Brighton) — My question is to the
Minister for WorkCover. I refer the minister to
Victorian WorkCover Authority and Transport
Accident Commission contracts worth around
$1.2 million awarded to Haystac Public Affairs, whose
director, Anton Staindl, is a business partner of Bill
Shannon. Will the minister confirm that an embarrassed
Mr Staindl has written to the Transport Accident
Commission saying that he was paid too much for his
work?
Mr HULLS (Minister for WorkCover) — I would
be embarrassed by asking that question. The member
for Brighton has previously been provided with all
documents pertaining to the Transport Accident
Commission and its engagement of Haystac Public
Affairs. She has repeatedly mounted personal and
professional attacks on people working in Haystac
Public Affairs.
Honourable members interjecting.
The SPEAKER — Order! The house will come to
order. I ask the Minister for WorkCover to continue his
answer without assistance.

223

Mr HULLS — I find that quite astounding because
the biggest client of Haystac Public Affairs — do you
know who it is?
Honourable members interjecting.
The SPEAKER — Order! I have already warned
ministers today about addressing their comments
through the Chair. I ask the Minister for WorkCover to
address his comments through the Chair or I will sit
him down.
Dr Napthine — On a point of order, Speaker, you
have ruled consistently that ministers must answer with
respect to government administration. The minister is
now seeking to give an answer in relation to the clients
of Haystac Public Affairs rather than who is employing
Haystac in terms of government employment. I ask you
to bring him back to government administration and
any government relations with companies such as
Haystac.
The SPEAKER — Order! The Minister for
WorkCover has just started answering the question. I do
not believe he has breached that standing order at the
moment. I cannot judge what the minister will say in
the future.
Mr HULLS — I find it astounding that this question
has been asked, because the biggest client of Haystac is
the Prime Minister’s department in Canberra!
The practice was established under the Kennett
government whereby the Transport Accident
Commission’s public affairs providers were paid a
monthly retainer to cover anticipated work for that
particular month. This practice ceased under this
government, and the TAC having strengthened its
in-house public affairs capabilities now relies much less
on external support. I am advised that Haystac Public
Affairs performed work for the TAC to the value of
$142 000 between June 2002 and January 2004. This
represents a saving of 74 per cent, or $400 000 over a
similar period to that in which the previous contractor,
engaged by the Kennett government, provided work of
a similar nature. I repeat that the TAC is certainly
getting value for money, and that is evidenced by the
fact that this firm has also been taken on by the Prime
Minister in Canberra.

Aboriginals: criminal justice system
Mr LEIGHTON (Preston) — My question is to the
Attorney-General. Will the Attorney-General outline
what initiatives the Bracks government is implementing
to address Aboriginal disadvantage in the justice system
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and what challenges face the government in achieving
this objective?

state responsibility rather than to the federal
administration’s responsibility in this area.

Mr HULLS (Attorney-General) — I thank the
honourable member for his question. I must say I am
proud to part of a government that is committed to
addressing Aboriginal dispossession and disadvantage.
This commitment was reflected by the Premier today in
his ministerial statement, and I certainly congratulate
him for that.

Mr HULLS — On the point of order, Speaker, I
was asked what challenges face the Victorian
government in relation to addressing Aboriginal
disadvantage and I was talking about partnership and
how there has to be a partnership approach with all
governments, including the federal government. I was
addressing that issue.

As we all know, reconciliation is at the core of a truly
civil society. As the Premier said, we cannot stand idle
and be inactive in the face of the shameful statistics of
Koori incarceration throughout Australia and also in
Victoria — statistics that I think shame us all as a
community. That is why we have to be innovative. The
Koori court is one such innovation that is proving
successful. In fact early indications are that recidivism
rates for those appearing before the court are
encouragingly low.

The SPEAKER — Order! At this stage I do not
uphold the point of order from the member for
Benambra. It is appropriate for ministers to respond
when other government’s actions may have an effect on
Victorian government business, but in responding the
Attorney-General must relate his answer to how the
actions of the federal government may affect Victorian
government business and Victorian government
programs.

I am aware that some in the community want to
undermine the Koori court. I have to say this will not
happen on my watch; it will not happen on the watch of
this government. We will push forward with expanding
the Koori court to Mildura and Gippsland and also with
establishing a children’s Koori court in this state. Of
course we will carefully evaluate its progress along the
way. Culturally sensitive justice is not just about Koori
courts. It is also about Koori bail justices, appropriate
diversion programs and court-based Aboriginal liaison
officers, to name but a few of the 60 initiatives being
implemented under the Aboriginal justice agreement.
These initiatives recognise that culturally sensitive
justice is absolutely crucial.
I was asked about the key challenge. I think the key
challenge is for all of us to work in a true partnership
with the Koori community in Victoria. The Bracks
government is meeting this challenge head on. In this
regard can I say that I welcome the bipartisan support
that has been given to the Bracks government by the
opposition in Victoria. But that challenge of working in
partnership must also involve the federal government.
Sadly it just does not seem to get it. Its lack of
compassion and its desire to compound indigenous
disadvantage has been evidenced — —
Mr Plowman — On a point of order, Speaker, you
have clearly ruled on several occasions both today and
yesterday that answers must relate to government
business. On this occasion the Attorney-General is
relating his answer to the federal government, which
has no direct impact in respect of government business.
I ask you to ask him to relate his answer directly to his

Mr HULLS — To ensure that we have a
partnership approach, all governments have to work
together. There is a proposal to tender out Aboriginal
legal services right around Australia, and I have to say
that will have a compounding impact on access to
justice here in Victoria. It will certainly compound
Aboriginal disadvantage. It will create further
impediments for indigenous people in Victoria having
access to appropriate and equitable legal representation.
It will actually mean that large, city-based private firms
will grab indigenous legal work from specialist legal
services, thereby decimating indigenous decision
making in community legal services. That will severely
diminish access to justice for Victorian Kooris, and I
believe it is a disgraceful and shameful act.
Indeed I call on the federal government to act in
partnership with the Victorian government and to
abandon its outrageous plan to tender out indigenous
legal services in this country and in their state.

Economy: performance
Mr RYAN (Leader of The Nationals) — My
question is to the Treasurer. I refer to the Treasurer’s
comments in the house on Tuesday when he said:
… we have become a continuing hub of investment activity
that is generating new jobs, new ideas and new opportunities
in this state.

And when he went on to say:
Victoria’s unemployment rate has now been below the
national average for 44 of the last 46 months.

An honourable member interjected.
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Mr RYAN — I am, and you are allowed to now.
The SPEAKER — Order! I ask the Leader of The
Nationals to address his comments through the Chair as
well.
Mr RYAN — I am sorry, Speaker. I humbly
apologise.
I ask: is the Treasurer aware that according to the
Australian Bureau of Statistics Victoria’s
unemployment rate was above the national average in
July and has been above the national average in two of
the last four months; that in 2003 there was net
interstate migration out of Victoria; that new private
capital expenditure in seasonally adjusted terms fell by
4.5 per cent in the June quarter of this year and has
fallen every quarter — —
The SPEAKER — Order! The question seems
excessively long. I ask the Leader of The Nationals to
ask his question.
Mr RYAN — Is the Treasurer aware that new
private capital expenditure in seasonally adjusted terms
has fallen every quarter since September 2003, and
finally, that average annual growth in gross state
product under this government has been 28.5 per cent
lower than during the term of the previous government?
The SPEAKER — Order! I have some problems
with the question just raised by the Leader of The
Nationals in view of the ruling I gave previously on a
number of questions being asked in one question in
response to the point of order raised by the member for
South-West Coast. I will perhaps allow the Leader of
The Nationals to incorporate that in one brief question,
without the assistance of the Attorney-General.
Mr RYAN — Speaker, I accept your direction. My
question is directed to the Treasurer, and I ask: given
that according to the Australian Bureau of Statistics
Victoria’s unemployment rate was above the national
average in July and has been above the national average
in two of the last four months, that in 2003 there was
net interstate migration out of Victoria, that new private
capital expenditure in seasonally — —
The SPEAKER — Order! Question time is not an
occasion for members in attempting to ask questions to
give extensive documentary information beforehand.
We have already heard that section of the member’s
question. I have asked him to rephrase it in a way that is
brief and so that it becomes one question, or indeed he
could just ask the first part of his question. I do not wish
to hear the whole question again.
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Mr RYAN — On a point of order, Speaker, it was a
preamble to the question I was about to ask.
The SPEAKER — Order! I was suggesting that the
preamble was too long. I have asked the Leader of the
Nationals to ask his question.
Mr Batchelor — On the point of order, Speaker, I
draw to your attention a ruling by Speaker Delzoppo
about framing questions. Page 157 of Rulings from the
Chair says:
A member may not use the opportunity to make a speech
when asking a question. He only has to use sufficient
information as would make the question clear and
understandable.

That reinforces the ruling you made earlier. Members
asking questions should do so in such a manner as to
provide sufficient information to make the question
understandable and should not make a speech during
question time.
Mr Cooper — On the point of order, Speaker, the
Leader of the House has used a ruling by Speaker
Delzoppo from 7 March 1995. I support what he says. I
also support how the Leader of The Nationals has gone
about asking the question. The ruling by Speaker
Delzoppo says that a member may not use the
opportunity to make a speech when asking a question.
That is quite right. He went on to say on page 157 of
Rulings from the Chair that a member:
… only has to use sufficient information as would make the
question clear and understandable.

My understanding of the question being asked by the
Leader of The Nationals is that it was a question to the
Treasurer that would require the Treasurer to respond to
claims that he made in this house. To make the question
understandable and clear to the Treasurer the Leader of
The Nationals was quoting statistics which would
allegedly show that the claims made by the Treasurer
were not correct. Therefore, he has in fact followed the
ruling of Speaker Delzoppo by using sufficient
information to make his question clear and
understandable.
At the same time, Speaker, you said that questions
should not be long and complicated, and you were quite
right in that as well. However, as I think somebody on
the other side said on an earlier point of order, there
needs to be balance in such matters. I think the question
of balance must be one that allows the Leader of The
Nationals to ask a question of clarity to the Treasurer
that would enable the Treasurer to make a response to
the claims that he made earlier. Therefore I suggest,
Speaker, that you allow the Leader of The Nationals to
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at least encapsulate the points he made earlier and then,
having done that, to come to the point of his question.
Honourable members interjecting.
Mr Cooper — The house has heard the points that
the Leader of the National Party wanted to make. I
suggest you, Speaker, ask him to come to the point of
his question and then the Treasurer can respond.
The SPEAKER — Order! In relation to the point of
order I thank the Leader of the House and the member
for Mornington, in that we are saying much the same
thing. In fact the member for Mornington has endorsed
the action I took just a moment ago, which was to ask
the Leader of the National Party to ask his question.
Mr RYAN — My question is to the Treasurer.
Given the unfavourable trends reflected in the current
statistics from the Australian Bureau of Statistics
regarding Victoria’s unemployment rate, net interstate
migration for 2003, private capital expenditure growth
and annual growth in gross state product, does the
Treasurer now agree that the rosy picture he painted of
Victoria’s economy when answering questions in this
place on Tuesday is in fact wrong?
Mr BRUMBY (Treasurer) — No.

Government: financial management
Mr LOCKWOOD (Bayswater) — I direct my
question to the Treasurer. Can the Treasurer update the
house on how the Bracks government is fulfilling its
commitment to sound financial management and advise
of the implications of alternative policy propositions?
Mr BRUMBY (Treasurer) — It is great to have a
succinct question, and I know the member has been
working on it for some time! The Bracks government
has a commitment to sound economic and financial
management. We have a set of policies that have been
released at every election, and we are sticking to those
policies.
Contrary to some of the views that have been expressed
today in this place, Victoria’s economic performance is
second to none. The single most important economic
statistic for the people of Victoria is unemployment.
The average unemployment rate under the Bracks
government over the last year was around 5.5 per cent.
Under the Kennett government it was 9 per cent. We
have been extraordinarily successful in generating jobs.
The last 50 months — —
Mr Honeywood interjected.
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Mr BRUMBY — You hate success on economic
management.
The SPEAKER — Order! The Treasurer will
resume his seat. Question time has now concluded.
Mr Honeywood — On a point of order, I raise a
matter for your guidance, Speaker, and I refer to the
relatively new standing orders that the house is
currently operating under. I refer specifically to
standing order 124 at page 57 headed ‘Chair ordering
member to withdraw’. At the start of question time
today there was a great deal of raucous noise in the
house, and the Leader of the Opposition at no point
raised any matter that reflected poorly on the Chair.
There was no behaviour on his part that went to the
Chair’s rights and privileges in this house. I therefore
request your guidance, Speaker.
Given that standing order 125 refers to naming a
member and sets out clearly a range of offences that
would require a member to be named by the Speaker or
Deputy Speaker, and given that there is no such
behaviour detailed in standing order 124, that it is
merely left to the Speaker or the Deputy Speaker and
that the matter is not open to debate or dissent, could
you, Speaker, come back to the house with some
clearer guidance as to what the criteria are for the Chair
to order a member to withdraw? Today we had only
just commenced question time, there was a lot of
raucous noise in the chamber and the Leader of the
Opposition did not show any disrespect to the Chair
leading up to the decision that he should withdraw.
The SPEAKER — Order! It is more of an
explanation, but I am more than happy to give the
Leader of the Opposition and the Deputy Leader of the
Opposition an explanation of why I asked the Leader of
the Opposition to withdraw. I had asked for order
several times from the Leader of the Opposition. I
pointed out to the Leader of the Opposition a number of
times that it is inappropriate for him to keep yelling out
while I am on my feet. I was on my feet for some time.
I was actually attempting to warn the Leader of the
Opposition not to continue interjecting while I was on
my feet, but I could not be heard because the Leader of
the Opposition was still speaking. That is why I asked
him to withdraw from the house.
Mr Batchelor — On a point of order, Speaker, to
assist members of the house — —
The SPEAKER — Order! Strictly speaking, it is
probably not a point of order, but I have given an
explanation to the Deputy Leader of the Opposition.

RETIREMENT OF DEPUTY CLERK
Thursday, 26 August 2004

ASSEMBLY

RETIREMENT OF DEPUTY CLERK
The SPEAKER — Order! You could say that
today’s question time was conducted almost specially
for the Deputy Clerk of the chamber — we have given
him something to remember us by! I call on the Premier
to make a few comments about Marcus Bromley, the
Deputy Clerk.
Mr BRACKS (Premier) — I am delighted to
recognise and acknowledge the great service of almost
35 years that Marcus Bromley has given to the people
of Victoria through this Parliament. I am sure, as you
mentioned, Speaker, that after sitting through his last
question time he will leave this place with enormous
regret and will wonder, when he gets together with his
family and reflects on this Parliament, why he would
want to miss this great opportunity!
More seriously, his has been a distinguished career over
a long period, one which started in this Parliament and
one which is finishing this week. Marcus commenced
with the Parliament as an assistant clerk of papers
almost 35 years ago. Between 1970 and 1978 he served
in various positions with the former public accounts
and statute law revision committees, which was a key
time for those committees’ operations in this place. He
was promoted to the position of secretary of the Road
Safety Committee in 1978. While with that committee
he launched many inquiries, arranged interstate visits
and numerous inspections, and prepared drafts and
reports which were tabled in both houses of Parliament.
In June 1992 Marcus served the Parliament in the
senior role of Serjeant-at-Arms and continued to do so
until February 1996, when he was appointed Assistant
Clerk of the Legislative Assembly and Clerk of
Committees. In January 1999 he was promoted to
Deputy Clerk, and he also acted as secretary of the
House Committee for a nine-month period from
November 2000 to 2001.
When Marcus Bromley finishes his career on
10 September 2004, which is a period in which this
house will not be sitting, he will be two months short of
having served the Parliament for 35 years.
On behalf of the government and as Leader of the
Labor Party I want to place on the record the effective
work that you, Marcus, have performed over the past
35 years. We acknowledge the great service you have
given to this Parliament, including members on all sides
of this Parliament, and the fairness with which you
have performed your role. You have certainly gained
enormous respect across all political parties in this
house. You have given great service, and of course we
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wish you the best in the future in whatever role you
play.
I extend to Marcus our appreciation for his
distinguished service to Victoria, and I extend fond best
wishes to his wife, Trish, and his two children, Simon
and Fiona, in the future. Congratulations, Marcus, on a
great career and on giving great service to the people of
Victoria through this Parliament.
Mr DOYLE (Leader of the Opposition) — I am
delighted to join the Premier in recognising the
distinguished service of Marcus Bromley. Marcus
joined the public service in January 1968, where he
worked in the courts branch for two years as a bench
clerk. He then joined the Legislative Assembly in
November 1969 and worked first as an assistant clerk
of papers. In 1970 he was appointed as assistant
committee clerk, and he worked for the public accounts
and road safety committees.
In 1974 Marcus was promoted to committee clerk and
was a joint secretary of the then Statute Law Revision
Committee as well as assistant clerk of papers in the
Department of the Legislative Assembly. As the
Premier said, during that time he handled major
inquiries for the committee and prepared draft reports
for both houses of Parliament. In 1978 Marcus was
offered a position with the Legislative Council as
secretary to the then Meat Industry Committee. I bet he
was looking forward to taking up that one, too!
However, in the meantime a vacancy occurred in the
Legislative Assembly with the early retirement of the
secretary to the then Road Safety Committee. Marcus
passed up that rare opportunity to work with the Meat
Industry Committee of the upper house, and we are
glad that he remained with us. He was also secretary to
the Mortuary Industry and Cemeteries Administration
Committee, which was established in July 1982. For
those of us who think that cemeteries administration
looks like an innocuous area, I point out that former
ministers and also present ministers for health in this
house would know that it is indeed a minefield.
From 1983 to 1992 Marcus served as the secretary of
the then Legal and Constitutional Committee, and he
also took up a temporary position as acting clerk of
papers.
I first got to know Marcus well in 1992 when he was
appointed as Serjeant-at-Arms. Given the rowdiness of
our gallery and indeed, even if I may say, of the
chamber, I looked forward to witnessing Marcus’s
strong-arm abilities, but sadly such an opportunity
never occurred for me, and I will go out of this
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Parliament without having seen Marcus manhandle
someone from the chamber or from the gallery.

gold bar, and I hope you will be able to cart it out of
here eventually!

In 1996 Marcus was promoted to Assistant Clerk and
Clerk of Committees, and in January 1999 he was
promoted to the position of Deputy Clerk. Marcus also
acted as secretary of the House Committee, and when
he finishes his career on 10 September, as the Premier
said, he will be two months short of having served our
Parliament for 35 years. It is a remarkable career of
public service, Marcus.

Marcus, your quite remarkable career has been outlined
by both the Premier and the Leader of the Opposition,
and I can add to that. I know the favourite destination
for a family holiday is Echuca, so the member in the
house representing Echuca can confidently look
forward to seeing more of you in time to come. Also it
may not be known to the house that we are farewelling
an accomplished ballroom dancer, so he may go out
with some gusto as the day goes on! In addition,
Marcus is a long-distance runner. For the reasons that
have been outlined he has had a very distinguished
career.

I can also tell you, Marcus, that while I am unable to
reveal my sources I have been privy to some inside
information about you, and I am delighted to share that
with the house now. The first thing is that it is true to
say that Marcus is described universally as a family
man. He has been married to Trish for more than
25 years, and I know he is very proud of his children,
Simon and Fiona. What is not known about Marcus,
and it is perhaps more common now, is that he obtained
his Bachelor of Arts degree off campus when he had
two very young children and was working full time in
this Parliament, with the late-night sittings that are often
required. I know that that particular achievement,
Marcus, is something that has made your family very
proud of you indeed.
Marcus is involved in the Good Friday Appeal every
year. He was very involved at Siena College,
particularly with the parents association. I know his
contribution to its debutante ball every year was very
highly regarded.
Marcus has been described to me as a very caring
husband and father, and very caring particularly
towards his father-in-law, and as someone who always
puts his family first. My inside information is very good
indeed, as he will now discover. I am also told he is
very house proud; he is very fashion conscious; and he
wears very good shoes. Again, I think they are great
testaments to your character, Marcus. Of course there is
always a skeleton in the cupboard, and I regret to tell
you that Marcus is a Collingwood supporter — and the
less said there, the better!
In conclusion, though, Marcus Bromley is a gentleman
of great courtesy and great ability. We wish him well. I
am glad I am back in the chamber in time to farewell
him appropriately.
Mr RYAN (Leader of The Nationals) — I rise on
behalf of The Nationals to congratulate Marcus and to
add to his embarrassment, which is now acute, on this
auspicious occasion. No doubt after 35 years of service
it is not an occasion for a gold watch, Marcus, but a

I understand that Marcus started as a bench clerk in the
law department and that, if things had not taken a
different course, he could well have gone on to become
a magistrate in those days, when you did not have to
have a law degree to progress to the bench. But as it
transpired Marcus opted for the other courses of his
career, which have been detailed to the house today.
In breach of the many standing orders, Speaker, I say
by warning that I know Marcus’s wife, Trish, is in the
gallery. I am also well aware of the very close bond that
exists between Trish and Marcus and their two children,
Simon and Fiona.
From the perspective of The Nationals, we wish them
well. I suppose my most outstanding memory of
Marcus is that when you come into this place for the
first time and you are trying to find your feet and trying
to find your way around the place for a start and just get
the hang of how things work in those initial weeks and
months, it is so very important to have a good source of
advice around you. That was a role that Marcus always
fulfilled so very, very well.
Finally, if I may say, Marcus was the Serjeant-at-Arms
when I came here in 1992. I am able to confess now
that I longed for the time that there would be a real blue
and we would see Marcus in action, but that did not
ever transpire.
I must also say with the greatest respect that it was with
some measure of relaxation that I eventually saw the
6 foot 5 inch figure of Gavin Bourke appointed to that
role. Be that as it may, Marcus, on behalf of The
Nationals I wish you well, with similar sentiments to
Trish and to your children.
Mr INGRAM (Gippsland East) — Speaker, thank
you for allowing me to farewell Marcus. I would like to
thank him for all the assistance he has given me and my
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fellow Independent, the honourable member for
Mildura — and in the last Parliament it was the three
Independents. That was an extremely difficult time
because of the tight numbers in the house. We were
always working in a pressured situation. When we
sought advice Marcus always had it readily available;
he was always able to give the information needed at
short notice. I thank Marcus for the assistance he has
provided to me. I came to this place without a lot of
knowledge about the processes, and it was essential to
have that information available.
Earlier today we had a cup of coffee with Marcus to
wish him the best, because this is his last sitting day. He
will have a break in the next couple of weeks and then
will look at other opportunities. He has served the
Parliament for a long time — he started here when
Sir Henry Bolte was the Premier! That is a long
contribution, not only to this Parliament but to the state
of Victoria.
Because of my other role as an Acting Speaker I know
the Chair always relies on the three clerks in front of the
chair, and Marcus has always been able to provide
information when necessary. Today’s question time has
probably made Marcus ask why he had not left a bit
earlier. I do not think it was a great example for why
someone would want to work in this place!
Marcus, thank you very much for all the assistance you
have given to me and my fellow members of this place.
We wish you all the very best for the future choices you
make. All the best in your temporary retirement.
Mr HAERMEYER (Minister for Police and
Emergency Services) — Today we have heard from a
number of members about the decency and
professionalism that Marcus has manifested in this
house over 35 years. The Leader of The Nationals
pointed out that Marcus would be somewhat
embarrassed by the praise, and I am sure he would be,
given the sort of self-effacing person he is. But I want
to embarrass him a little bit more.
I suppose the time I had the closest contact with Marcus
during my period in this house was when Marcus had
to fill in because of a vacancy on the Drugs and Crime
Prevention Committee — the committee having lost its
executive officer. We were doing an inquiry into a
broad range of issues surrounding drugs, and we had
been advised by the New South Wales police that there
was an unofficial but tolerated safe injecting room
operating in Kings Cross. So on this occasion seven or
eight very well-dressed and respectable members of
Parliament and a very well-dressed and respectable
official of the Victorian Parliament were seen walking
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along Darlinghurst Road looking over their shoulders at
each point to see whether a 60 Minutes camera or
somebody from the Rumour File was watching as they
entered an adult bookstore.
We had to go to the top of the building in which the
adult bookstore was located to see the safe injecting
room in operation, trying all the time not to look at
some of the books on the shelves. Marcus was probably
the most embarrassed of all of us, so I take great pride
in putting that on the record just to cap off Marcus’s
career.
It was also suggested to me by the member for
Footscray that, as it is not the practice of the Parliament
to present gold watches, maybe Marcus might like to
help himself to the mace, but as the Minister for Police
and Emergency Services I would counsel against it!
Mr PLOWMAN (Benambra) — I thought this
debate was to be restricted, but on the basis that it has
been opened up a little I take the opportunity on behalf
of all members to recognise the service of Marcus
Bromley to this place. Thirty-five years is a quite
extraordinary period of service. As the member for
Gippsland East said, it goes back to Bolte’s time.
Clearly it is longer service than that of any current
member. Even the Honourable Bill Baxter from the
other house has not served that long. When I talked to
my brother, who was in this place for 27 years, he told
me that Marcus Bromley had been here prior to his
election, and he finished his service five years ago.
Marcus has been a quiet inspiration to all of us. For
your service to this place and your service to all
members I say a very true thankyou from all of us,
Marcus.
The SPEAKER — Before I conclude the debate I
will firstly say that this Speaker will not tolerate any
attacks on Collingwood supporters, and particularly on
the Deputy Clerk — he has the protection of the Chair
in that.
Marcus’s demeanour in here is quiet and demure,
which is appropriate for a clerk of this place, but
elsewhere he and his wife, Trish, are real party animals.
I am glad to say that Trish is with us this afternoon. She
has been a strong support for Marcus. They are both
renowned dancers, and if dancing were an Olympic
sport perhaps they would be in Athens at the moment.
In his early years Marcus used to teach dancing, and
having seen some members of this chamber on the floor
I think there is a retirement job available for him.
Marcus has made a huge impression here, particularly
with the staff; he is seen as such a nice person. He has
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an infectious personality and a sometimes wicked wit.
It is a tribute to Marcus, and it says a great deal about
him, that when he first started here over 30 years ago he
set up a morning-tea club to get to know some of his
fellow workers better. Those people have come back
every year for 30 years to have afternoon tea or
morning tea with him at Christmas. That is a real
indication of Marcus’s capacity to make and keep
friends.
He, his wife and his family have contributed greatly not
only to this place but also in the community. They are
very strong supporters of the Royal Children’s
Hospital, and I think Mount Waverley is very lucky to
have him there. While Marcus’s leaving here is
certainly our loss, it will be a gain to his local
community. Knowing Marcus, I have no doubt that he
will be very active in his retirement.
We will miss him. I know some of the staff, when
asked to talk about him today, could hardly bring
themselves to say something because they were so
distressed that he is leaving. If you have been here for
30 years and the staff have such strong feelings for you,
it says a great deal about you as a person. You have
given this Parliament great service, Marcus. Good luck
in the future!

NATIONAL PARKS (ADDITIONS AND
OTHER AMENDMENTS) BILL
Second reading
Debate resumed from earlier this day; motion of
Mr THWAITES (Minister for Environment).
Ms DUNCAN (Macedon) — It gives me great
pleasure to speak in this house on the National Parks
(Additions and Other Amendments) Bill. This bill does
a number of things, but essentially it adds value to
Victoria’s national parks estate and creates an
additional 37 000 hectares of park.
I would like to speak about a couple of issues in regard
to the bill and make some responses to comments made
by previous speakers. I understand the National Party is
opposing this bill. That is not a surprise — I am not
sure whether the National Party has ever supported any
additions to parks around Victoria, but I may be wrong
in that regard.
In relation to the resourcing of our national parks and
state parks, I am very proud to be part of a government
that has not just created additional parks and reserves
but has actually resourced them. For example, in the
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2003–04 budget there was an allocation for an extra
50 rangers and operational field staff to support the
management of our parks.
I will speak specifically on the Pyrete State Forest,
which is part of the addition under this bill. The Pyrete
is of incredibly high value and is a very special place
which for a very long time has been adjacent to the
Lerderderg State Park, so its addition to a great extent
reflects the management system that has operated there
previously. As I said, the Pyrete is a place of special
importance. It is an unusual-looking place, and often to
the untrained eye we are not aware of some of the
significant flora and fauna in parks like it. I know we
can all appreciate old-growth trees and large tree ferns,
but most of us do not have an eye for what on first
appearance might seem to be less impressive than the
particularly wet forests. This is quite a dry forest, but it
has some unique flora and fauna in it. So the addition of
this park to the Lerderderg State Park makes it very
clear that it will be protected for all time.
The addition of the Pyrete was done under the West
Regional Forest Agreement. I recall that in regard to the
Wombat State Forest, for example, a number of
processes were put in place with the signing of that
regional forest agreement (RFA), and the inclusion of
the Pyrete to the Lerderderg is part of that agreement.
So we have been through quite a number of processes
that have brought us to where we are today — that is,
the Wombat State Forest, the Midlands forest and all of
our forests, in fact, are now being managed and logged
in a sustainable manner. So this has been part of quite a
long process.
The Pyrete’s inclusion, or its changed status from a
state forest to a state park, has been something that
many locals have been petitioning for over many years.
I know some people around Bullengarook, which is
where I live, have been pushing for this to occur for
some 20 years, and I am proud to be part of a
government that has put it in place. There is a very
small corner of the Pyrete that has a terrific group of
people — the bowmen — who have been there for
some 25 years. While the Pyrete has been put into the
Lerderderg State Park, their bow activities in that small
corner of the Pyrete will be able to continue as that area
is not part of what will be the Pyrete State Forest.
I am really pleased to be able to support this bill,
including the changes to the criteria for membership on
the National Parks Advisory Council and the Alpine
Advisory Committee, the grant of tenancies to two
additional lifesaving club operations in the parks and
the repeal of a number of redundant provisions.
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As I said, with a forest like the Pyrete — which on first
appearance does not look to be but is a spectacular
park — and with the addition of these 37 000 hectares
under this bill, it improves further the CARR
(comprehensive and representative reserve) system that
we operate under in this state. Pyrete State Forest and a
number of the other parks in this bill will help to ensure
that Victoria has a comprehensive and representative
list of parks for the very long-term future of this state
and that those very important environmental values are
preserved. I commend this bill to the house.
Mr PLOWMAN (Benambra) — This bill is
principally about the addition of areas to be included in
national parks, or the extension of the areas of national
parks, and in the main I do not think there is any
argument about putting this bill forward. However, it
comes back to the basic argument. It is not about what
the area of the national park is, but how it is managed.
The whole debate about national parks surrounds the
way they are managed and the funding for that
management.
I would also like to mention the fact that many of these
areas are additions on the basis of Land Conservation
Council or Victorian Environmental Assessment
Council recommendations, and one of those LCC
recommendations was for the inclusion of Nowingi and
the area around it. It is extraordinary not only that the
area proposed for a toxic waste dump at Nowingi is
adjoining a national park but that the buffer zone
required by this government to provide safety for the
management of that area includes a national park. On
that basis I find it extraordinary that this government is
prepared to take this section of land at Nowingi and
clear a square kilometre of Mallee which has been
carbon-dated up to 1000 years old. The hypocrisy of
having that alongside a national park and in an area that
was recommended for a national park is extraordinary.
My experience in respect of good management of
national parks includes a visit to the United States of
America and Canada looking at their park systems. It is
interesting that in both the States and Canada, with
thousands and thousands of acres of wilderness, they
still have a very restricted area determined to be
national parks. Frankly I think we have got it wrong.
We tend to say if we want to protect an area we declare
it to be a national park, rather than saying that if we
want to protect an area we bring about those restraints
and those regulations that will give that protection and
we fund it accordingly. We should not just label it a
national park and think that is enough. Certainly the
example in Canada and the States would indicate
completely the reverse.
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If you look at national parks like Yosemite National
Park in California and Banff in Canada, you see that
they are designed for maximum enjoyment by visitors,
and very many of them are managed in collaboration
with members of the community who have a personal
interest in the park or a commercial interest in its
success. That is the reason why those parks are so
successful. Their managers are prepared to look at the
commercial interest to drive the success of those parks.
They want to involve as many people as possible and to
do that they include the public as part of that
management, not only in an advisory capacity but also
in a management capacity, so that those involved are
truly responding to the public and to the users of those
park areas with respect to their management.
The issue that I want to talk about briefly today is in
respect of the fires that affected not so much of my
electorate but so much of the Alpine National Park and
other national parks, including those parks adjoining
Beechworth. Millions of our fauna endured a horrible
death during and after the feral fires of 2003. I say
‘feral’ because of the lack of satisfactory land
management. The tragedy of the fires is well illustrated
by a comment made by the deputy president of the
Victorian Farmers Federation, Bill Whitehead, as
reported in the Stock and Land of 24 May 2004:
Some five species of these fauna were on the critically
endangered list with over 50 per cent of their own habitat
burnt.

The armchair critics in respect of this issue are silent.
Many people who are critical of the way we manage
private land and the concerns about the environmental
issues, particularly endangered species, are silent. This
is an issue that has probably cost a greater loss of
endangered species than any other happening, certainly
in my lifetime as a politician.
Approximately 53 per cent of the total treed fire area in
this alpine area was crowned — in other words, the fire
went from the base to crown — making it the worst fire
disaster since European settlement in this area. By
contrast, cattle-grazed areas of snow grass and moss
beds in the Bogong Alpine National Park did afford
refuge for some of our fleeing fauna. In the concept of
natural burning you have a mosaic of burning where
there are areas for native wildlife to move to and that
does safeguard their future.
I received a letter from Ralph Barraclough, the captain
of the Licola fire brigade:
Another … inquiry is being held into the renewal of
seven-year licences for alpine cattle grazing when a previous
ban after the Caledonia fire of 1998 was held … until snow
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grass fuel volumes build up so high the fire risk could only be
expressed in how many times off-scale it was.

with the thoughts behind the legislation, but I believe
management is the most important issue.

In areas under study where it was claimed by Parks Victoria
and their ‘alpine ecologists’, had not recovered enough after
the fire, could have produced a fire up to 16 times the
intensity of the extreme category.

The ACTING SPEAKER (Mr Nardella) —
Order! The honourable member’s time has expired.

On reading it this sounds a little confusing, but it
indicates that after a fire on those areas that are grazed
you must get back to grazing in order to keep down the
fire hazard. I think the point is well made. A real plus to
come from those fires, though, was that very many of
the older mining areas have been relocated, maybe for
the first time since the fires denuded the area.
I note that an article in the Corryong Courier of
25 March 2004 states:
Surveys of historic goldfields are continuing around the
fire-affected area in the north-east region post the 2003
fires …
The survey of the Upper Ovens goldfield has been completed,
the Buckland goldfield is currently being surveyed and the
Mount Wills (Mitta Mitta) and the Dart River (Corryong) are
expected to be completed —

in early July. These are great examples of the
opportunity being taken to identify these areas and their
historic value.
One thing that really disturbs me is that despite this
action going on 45 huts were destroyed, more than half
of which were in the Alpine National Park. To my
knowledge only two of those have been restored since
the fire, and maybe a third is under way. I might be
wrong; perhaps the third has been completed. These
huts are not only part of our heritage but also part of the
national parks in which they exist, and they are
certainly a refuge and have been a refuge to very many
of us who have been out in those areas.
I will briefly touch on the other issues that are
important with respect to the Alpine National Park and
to all national parks. As we increase their areas we must
also ensure that everyone has access to them and that
any further limitation on entry to them is restricted as
far as possible. Access to fire tracks is essential. One of
the most important issues is that locked gates should be
prohibited in national parks where there is any
probability of fire and the need for fire access.
The presence of wild dogs in national parks in my area
is probably one of the most involved issues. We should
allow shooters into national parks and allow aerial
poisoning, because until we get rid of the wild dog
problem deep in national parks we will never control
the problem state wide. For all these reasons I concur

Ms GREEN (Yan Yean) — It gives me great
pleasure to join the debate on the National Parks
(Additions and Other Amendments) Bill. It is yet
another example of the excellent environmental
leadership the Bracks government has shown. This
leadership has been demonstrated in many ways: by the
creation of marine national parks, the Otway National
Park, the white paper on water, the expansion of the
park system in the box-ironbark region, the green
wedge legislation, the five-star energy rating for
domestic building — and the list goes on. Victorians
should be enormously proud of our world-class parks,
which range from pristine forests and beaches to
mountains and deserts. This bill adds valuable new
areas across the state. It creates eight new nature
conservation reserves, it amends the membership
criteria for the National Parks Advisory Council and the
Alpine Advisory Committee, and it provides for
additional tenancies for surf lifesaving clubs and
various other matters.
I will inform the house of some of the wonderful park
assets in my electorate of Yan Yean. All of these
fantastic parks are between 20 and 60 kilometres from
the central business district, and well in range for the
many people who can enjoy them. Just last week I had
the privilege of spending a day touring at close quarters
these great assets in my electorate: Plenty Gorge Park,
which is in the top five in the state in terms of its
biodiversity; the Morang Wetlands; the Nioka Bush
Camp; Yarrambat Park; Hawkstowe Park; Kinglake
National Park; and of course, Warrandyte State Park.
They are all magnificent. I would like to thank ranger
David Sewell and staff for showing me these jewels at
close quarters. These parks are looked after not only by
able and knowledgeable staff but also by many
members of friends groups. I am proud to be a
champion of these assets, unlike opposition members,
who are determined to constantly talk down our
environment and our parks.
The opposition leader declared sometime last year —
we have all forgotten when — that the environment
was the no. 1 issue for the opposition, but we are yet to
hear one positive line out of it. We have not had one
positive policy. We know what the opposition did in
office — it cut staff and allowed our environment to be
damaged.
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During this debate a number of opposition members
have taken the opportunity to kick our parks staff, as
they did when they were in government. They still
think it is good sport. The member for Warrandyte has
tried to gain cheap political points in this debate by
name calling, by attacking me personally and by
looking for another local headline. He is talking down
our parks when he should be working on policy. We
know his record in government. He was silent in the
face of Kennett’s cuts to parks. He is still silent. He
pretends to support the green wedges, but his colleague
the member for Hawthorn has committed the Liberal
Party to removing the urban growth boundary and
allowing development in our green wedges. I will
support our environment. I will support our green
wedges. I will continue to be a champion of our parks.
I am pleased to report that on 12 July a new permanent
ranger began work in the Warrandyte State Park, with a
strong focus on natural values management. I am also
pleased to report that the 2004–05 natural values
management budget for the Warrandyte State Park has
seen a 110 per cent increase on that for 2003–04, with
$21 000 for pest animal control and $17 500 for pest plant
control — more than double that for the year before.
I challenge the member for Warrandyte to end his
talking down of our parks and to show some support for
his leader — as God knows, he needs it — and try
supporting our environment and doing something
positive for it. I am proud to be a member of a
government that actively supports the environment. We
have the runs on the board, and I commend this bill to
the house.
Mr INGRAM (Gippsland East) — I would like to
make a brief contribution. I know there are other
members who wish to speak, but there are some
additions to the national parks in my area. One of those
is in the Dowell Creek area, which is an addition to the
Croajingolong National Park. This is a fairly important
addition to the national park, because it is home to a
large population of flying foxes, which is a threatened
species that currently invades our metropolitan gardens
at times. There have been some debates about the
colony in that area, and I think most people in my
electorate would support its inclusion within the
national park to protect that population of flying foxes.
One of the nature conservation reserves around
Heyfield is another threatened ecological vegetation
class that is going to be protected. That is also an
important addition. I note that there has been some
repealing of provisions in the bill — in particular, one
that I put in in the last Parliament about providing
reports to the Parliament in relation to some of the
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box-ironbark national parks. We also put in an
amendment in relation to providing reports for new
additions to the national park and that remains within
the act. I will make sure the government acknowledges
that so that any new national parks will need to present
reports to Parliament.
Overall there are some real pressures on our national
parks. Resourcing is always extremely important. It is
essential that we provide access to those national parks
for high-quality tourism initiatives — and I know the
government supports me on that — and make sure that
we provide good quality infrastructure to allow tourists
to experience the wonderful system of our national
parks. Some of the best national parks in Victoria are in
my electorate, and I will do my best in this place to
ensure that we protect them and also encourage people
to use them and experience those wonderful areas of
heritage.
Mr HARDMAN (Seymour) — It is a pleasure to
speak on the National Parks (Additions and Other
Amendments) Bill. The bill continues the Bracks
government’s process of ensuring that we protect the
national environment of Victoria through the
establishment of a truly representative system of parks
and reserves right across the state. The bill brings about
37 000 extra hectares of new land into the national
parks system. Most of this land is currently Crown land
and is therefore already managed by the government.
It is our responsibility as legislators and members of
Parliament to protect Victoria’s national diversity for
our children and also future generations, because they
deserve the right to know and understand what the
diverse Victorian environment was like prior to the
settling of this country by the Europeans in 1788.
Even my own small electorate has very diverse systems
of environment. I have seen, not too far out, some
rainforests in the electorate of Gembrook. We have the
alpine ash and higher up again the snow gums. We
have the mountain ash country, the mixed species that
exists through the Kinglake National Park and Mount
Disappointment, and the box-ironbark forests over to
the west of the electorate around Puckapunyal and
Tooborac. The whole of the state has a number of other
environments, including the Mallee, which was
mentioned earlier today. The Bracks government cares
about all those attributes of this state. In the 2003–04
budget we funded an extra 50 rangers and operational
field staff to look after our parks. It is easy for the
opposition to criticise and blame the government for its
management of parks and forests, but by the same
token it is fair to say that we are having a go. We are
improving a system of management that was left in a
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very poor state by the previous Liberal-National
government. That is a fact.

national and state parks — in particular,
37 000 hectares of significant flora and fauna.

None of the new parks are in the Seymour electorate,
unfortunately, but we do have the fantastic Kinglake
National Park, which is visited by thousands of people
every year. It is very accessible from Melbourne. You
can come up and go for a walk around those areas and
visit the great sites there. The Cathedral Ranges State
Park is also a wonderful place. I have done a bit of
walking around the park, and it is a lovely place that
provides a beautiful backdrop to the area in general.

I am proud to have the Bunyip State Park in the
electorate of Gembrook. It is a magnificent park that
will be expanded by 115 hectares — 65 hectares on the
western boundary and two areas totalling about
40 hectares on the southern boundary, plus some more
unused road reserves. The addition is significant,
because it will accommodate two threatened large
forest owl species — the powerful owl and the sooty
owl. In addition, the masked owl and barking owl have
been recorded as visiting the park, and anecdotal
evidence suggests that they may also reside there.
These owls require large hollow-bearing trees, and
given that the additional 65 hectares includes
old-growth healthy woodland, it will be a perfect
environment for them.

I commend this bill to the house. It is good to see that
we are adding more national parks. I hope we can
continue to protect our diverse ecology into the future.
Mr JENKINS (Morwell) — It gives me a great deal
of pleasure to join the debate on the National Parks
(Additions and Other Amendments) Bill. It is another
fine example of how the Bracks government is working
for all Victorians by showing leadership that in the past
was not undertaken, and as we know much of our forest
and wilderness areas were left to rot or be sold off by
the previous conservative government.
Importantly for me and my constituents, we are
fortunate to have the Morwell National Park. We have
great people who are working with this government to
make sure that the Morwell National Park is preserved
not just for today or for sectional interests but for all
Victorians. The addition of the Billy Creek area to the
Morwell National Park is a fine one. The Moondarra
State Park is a great open park with a number of
activities to undertake, and many of my family, friends
and others have spent a great deal of recreation time in
there as well.
Last month I was fortunate to spend time with the
minister at Tarra-Bulga National Park, which is a
magical place. It had its centenary celebrations just
recently, and everybody seems to have a story to tell
about it. I listened enraptured to some of the
descriptions given by one of the senior ministerial
advisers of her experiences in Tarra-Bulga, one of
which she described as cathartic and something she is
never likely to forget. It is the sort of experience that
many of us have had in national parks and one we
would like others to have in the future, which is why
this government is making these additions to our
national parks. I commend the bill to the house.
Ms LOBATO (Gembrook) — I am very pleased to
speak in support of the National Parks (Additions and
Other Amendments) Bill. The main purpose of this bill
is to add significant areas of land to already existing

In addition, the very special helmeted honeyeater is to
be released into the Bunyip State Park after the
breeding programs have been successfully conducted at
Healesville Sanctuary.
The park is beautiful and is adjacent to Kurth Kiln,
which I have visited on several occasions. I recently
visited the Bunyip State Park to open a new walking
track. It is a great spot for families and owl enthusiasts
like Jim McNabb and his brother Ed McNabb — we
call them the owl men! I very much look forward to a
conducted tour to sight the owls.
Debate interrupted pursuant to standing orders.
The ACTING SPEAKER (Mr Nardella) —
Order! The time set down for consideration of items on
the government business program has arrived, and I am
required to interrupt business to deal with these items.
The question is:
That this bill be now read a second time.

House divided on question:
Ayes, 70
Allan, Ms
Andrews, Mr
Asher, Ms
Baillieu, Mr
Barker, Ms
Batchelor, Mr
Beard, Ms
Beattie, Ms
Bracks, Mr
Brumby, Mr
Buchanan, Ms
Cameron, Mr
Carli, Mr
Clark, Mr

Kosky, Ms
Kotsiras, Mr
Langdon, Mr
Leighton, Mr
Lim, Mr
Lindell, Ms
Lobato, Ms
Lockwood, Mr
Lupton, Mr
McIntosh, Mr
McTaggart, Ms
Marshall, Ms
Maxfield, Mr
Merlino, Mr
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Cooper, Mr
Crutchfield, Mr
D’Ambrosio, Ms
Delahunty, Ms
Dixon, Mr
Doyle, Mr
Duncan, Ms
Eckstein, Ms
Garbutt, Ms
Gillett, Ms
Green, Ms
Haermeyer, Mr
Hardman, Mr
Harkness, Mr
Helper, Mr
Herbert, Mr
Holding, Mr
Honeywood, Mr
Howard, Mr
Ingram, Mr
Jenkins, Mr
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Mildenhall, Mr
Morand, Ms
Mulder, Mr
Munt, Ms
Napthine, Dr
Nardella, Mr
Neville, Ms
Overington, Ms
Perera, Mr
Pike, Ms
Plowman, Mr
Robinson, Mr
Seitz, Mr
Smith, Mr
Stensholt, Mr
Thompson, Mr
Thwaites, Mr
Trezise, Mr
Wells, Mr
Wilson, Mr
Wynne, Mr

Noes, 7
Delahunty, Mr
Jasper, Mr
Maughan, Mr
Powell, Mrs

Ryan, Mr
Sykes, Dr
Walsh, Mr

Question agreed to.
Read second time.
Remaining stages
Passed remaining stages.

CRIMES (DANGEROUS DRIVING) BILL
Second reading
Debate resumed from 24 August; motion of
Mr HULLS (Attorney-General).
Motion agreed to.
Read second time.
Remaining stages
Passed remaining stages.
Remaining business postponed on motion of
Mr BATCHELOR (Minister for Transport).

ADJOURNMENT
The DEPUTY SPEAKER — Order! The question
is:
That the house do now adjourn.
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Baw Baw frog: protection
Mr HONEYWOOD (Warrandyte) — The matter I
wish to raise for the attention of the Minister for
Environment — and it is good to see that he is still in
the chamber — relates to his responsibility for the
protection of endangered species. I am informed that he
has now fled the chamber.
The Baw Baw zone of global zoological significance,
which was established in 1982 — it is one of only two
in the state; the other is at Wilsons Promontory —
contains the habitat of the nationally endangered Baw
Baw frog, otherwise known as Philoria frosti. The Baw
Baw frog habitat is restricted to the plateau and
south-west slopes of Mount Baw Baw in eastern
Victoria. This species has suffered a major population
decline over the past 20 years. Some reports record up
to a 90 per cent reduction in numbers with as few as
300 frogs remaining. The reasons for this decline are
unclear at this stage. A large proportion of the range of
remaining populations of this frog occurs within forest
designated for timber harvesting. Threats to the Baw
Baw frog in state forests include physical disturbance,
habitat modification and fragmentation, and increased
sedimentation of drainage lines.
Against this disturbing background the Minister for
Environment is playing Russian roulette with the future
of the Baw Baw frog. The Department of Sustainability
and Environment (DSE) is conducting a careless
experiment under the guise of what it calls adaptive
management. It is proposing to place a 32-hectare
logging coupe slap bang in the middle of an area known
to contain this endangered species to see if it survives.
This is a foolhardy approach. How many frogs will be
wiped out if it all goes pear shaped? Will this leave a
viable remaining population; and if so, how many Baw
Baw frogs will remain? Adaptive management is well
and good if you have room to move when things go
wrong, but when a species is on the brink of extinction
it is a huge gamble.
If by a miracle some frogs manage to survive, how
many other areas of this globally significant habitat
does the minister intend to log and what effect will this
have on the remaining population? What plan does the
minister have to offer alternative areas for timber
harvesting if he gets a touch of the guilts and decides
that he had better protect the remaining Baw Baw frog
habitat?
Furthermore, in seeking action from the minister to
protect the Baw Baw frog, I remind him that plans to
further extend the South Face Road pose an additional
risk to the highly sensitive and undisturbed ecology of
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the area. The Environment Protection Authority has
already stated that there is a high risk of sediment
run-off from the construction of this road, despite the
implementation of the much-vaunted environmental
management system. The EPA also found that the
ongoing use of this road presents a high risk of
sediment run-off. Over the last two years the
Department of Sustainability and Environment has
suffered budget cuts of $162 million — after
carry-overs and one-off events are excluded — and will
therefore not have the resources to implement the
on-ground measures necessary to mitigate this high
risk.
What additional resources is the minister going to make
available to DSE to ensure that this risk-mitigation
work is carried out or, even better, to ensure that a
lower risk alternative route is used?

Plenty Road–The Lakes Boulevard, South
Morang: traffic lights
Ms D’AMBROSIO (Mill Park) — I seek action by
the Minister for Transport to ensure the urgent
installation of traffic signals at the intersection of Plenty
Road and The Lakes Boulevard in South Morang.
On Wednesday, 11 August, I held a street-corner
meeting with several residents of the Hillcroft housing
estate and heard many horrendous stories of vehicle
collisions and dangerous near misses at this
intersection. The danger that this intersection poses to
people’s safety is exacerbated by the blind spots which
are caused by the layout of Plenty Road vis-a-vis The
Lakes Boulevard. These blind spots block the line of
vision of drivers sitting at The Lakes Boulevard
intersection waiting to turn into Plenty Road.
To illustrate the frequency of near misses at this busy
intersection, during the course of the street meeting I
and other residents witnessed a scary near miss when a
car entered Plenty Road from The Lakes Boulevard,
only to have a truck travelling south along Plenty Road
almost run into it. A collision would have occurred it if
it had not been for the quick action of the car’s driver in
veering off to the side of the road just in time.
Further to this, on the next day I received a call from
one of the residents advising me that his wife had just
had a collision at that same intersection. Residents are
frightened for their lives each time they get into their
cars to drive their kids to school, to drive to work or just
to go shopping. This is unacceptable. I take this
opportunity to applaud the residents who have come
together to speak up for each other’s safety and that of
their families. I ask the minister to look into this as

Thursday, 26 August 2004

urgently as possible so that traffic lights can be installed
at that intersection without delay and that all black spots
are removed at the same time.

Cemeteries: board appointments
Mrs POWELL (Shepparton) — I raise a matter for
the attention of the Minister for Health. The issue is a
huge concern about the new guidelines for the
appointment of cemetery trust members. The action I
seek is for the minister to exempt volunteer cemetery
trusts from the draconian requirements and the increase
of red tape which will put a huge burden on country
cemetery trusts. In May this year a package from the
government with new guidelines for the appointment of
trust members was sent to the trustees. Since then I
have received many phone calls and had people calling
into my office furious at the amount of paperwork they
are required to complete, which they believe is totally
invasive and totally unnecessary.
I have seen the package that was sent to the cemetery
trusts. There are 10 forms to fill out. They have to fill
out a typed CV, have referees and reference checks by
the trust and declare any private interests, including any
shares they might have or any other income, which
document is three pages long. They have to complete a
privacy consent form with all sorts of personal
information, including whether they are from
Aboriginal descent or from a non-English-speaking
background. That needs three pages of information.
They are told that is because the government wants
diversity of membership on the boards it is putting
forward. In some of our smaller communities you are
not going to get the sort of diversity that the
government might think you would get in some city
areas.
Board members also have to have a national police
check. Some of these trusts deal with very small
amounts of money, and it is only the treasurer who
deals with that, so they think this inclusion is
prohibitive. These people on our cemetery trust boards
are volunteers, some of them having given 12 years of
valuable service, but now there is a new requirement
that they can only have a five-year appointment and
then they will have to reapply for the appointment or
put in a letter of resignation when they decide not to
continue.
These people — these volunteers! — manage
cemeteries, maintain grounds and organise funerals. I
have had representatives coming to my office from the
Dookie, Katandra, Gowangardie and Katamatite trusts,
and they have spoken about their anger at the changes.
They only perform about one or two burials a year. It is
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difficult enough to get volunteers without making it too
hard. These volunteers tell me that they will quit, and
then who will look after the cemeteries?
The rules and regulations of the Cemeteries and
Crematoria Act will come into effect on 1 July 2005.
The government is holding consultation forums around
the state in September this year, but I am surprised that
there is none in Shepparton. These should be called
compliance forums, because there has been no
consultation about the cemetery trust board
requirements or any others. Therefore I urge the
minister to exempt the volunteer cemetery trusts from
these new onerous regulations.

Gippsland Aeronautics: government assistance
Mr JENKINS (Morwell) — I raise a matter for the
attention of the Minister for Manufacturing and Export.
The action I seek is that the minister provide some
Victorian government support to assist Gippsland
Aeronautics to expand its export markets. Gippsland
Aeronautics began as a small aircraft manufacturer and
maintenance and modification business in 1974. Now it
designs and manufactures a range of light aircraft at its
plant in the Latrobe Regional Airport. The company
currently employs more than 100 people and has had
considerable success thus far in marketing and
expanding its markets overseas. I know it would be
greatly assisted if the minister could find a way to get it
some assistance through the Victorian government.
The GA8 Airvan is the flagship of the production at
Gippsland Aeronautics. It is a wonderful, light,
eight-seater plane. It has a payload of over 1 tonne, and
on that basis could almost carry the whole of the
opposition benches. It operates on short airstrips, is
simple to maintain and is now being marketed all over
the world.
Our very own aircraft, made in the Latrobe Valley by
Gippsland people, is being exported all over the world.
Currently a number of aircraft have already been sold to
Queenstown in New Zealand; right across Australia to
Western Australia; to Maya Island Air in Belize; to
Rani Air in Mozambique; to Safari Air in Botswana; to
Tandem Skydive at Airlie Beach — and I know the
member for Bass would be happy about that, and I can
only wait for the day; to Wings over Whales in
Kaikoura in New Zealand; and to Wrightsair in
William Creek, South Australia.
This is a great news story and a success story for
Gippsland and Gippsland Aeronautics. I ask the
Minister for Manufacturing and Export to give
assistance.
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Pakenham: health services
Mr SMITH (Bass) — The issue I wish to raise is
for the Minister for Health. I ask her to ensure that the
people of Pakenham receive proper primary health care
in premises that can cope with this rapidly expanding
community. The minister said in a statement in the
Pakenham Gazette on 26 June last year in respect of a
proposal by the Cardinia Shire Council and Southern
Health for a one-stop civic centre including health,
library and local government:
The shire has factored in the space required for the health
centre in the current design for its new civic centre, and
located at the rear of the library in John Street the new health
service and civic centre will be right in the heart of
Pakenham …
Residents will have much better access to a wide range of
services including community health, drug and alcohol
services, community rehabilitation, community mental health,
a dental clinic and family day care.

Then Southern Health chief executive officer (CEO)
Stan Kapp said residents would be much better off
because:
… Southern Health is now fulfilling a vision of providing
more services to the Cardinia community.

In a press release dated 19 June the minister went on to
say:
… the partnership between the shire and Southern Health
would see the local community receive far better access to
health services. Under the move the amount of space for
community health will almost double.

That was a really good thing. The minister then went on
to say:
The community health service has outgrown its current leased
Pakenham facility, which is not in as prominent and
accessible a position as the new location.

Then she went on to commit:
… $1.5 million towards relocating the Cardinia/Casey
Community Health Service to the new Cardinia shire …

The minister said it was going to be a great thing and
that as well as all the other services there would be
acquired brain injury services, post-acute care, early
childhood community health and so on. Now we are in
a position where the new Southern Health CEO has
issued a press release saying that it has decided to
remain at its current inadequate premises on the Princes
Highway.
I ask the minister what the hell is going on. This will
undoubtedly lead to a legal fight that will cost the
taxpayers and the ratepayers megabucks in trying to
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provide a lesser quality facility for the people of
Pakenham, which is one of Victoria’s fastest growing
areas. I ask the minister to wake up to herself, go to
Southern Health, give this new CEO a decent shake
around the neck and say, ‘Get on with the job. Develop
a much better facility for the people of Pakenham!’.

Bimbadeen Heights Primary School:
multipurpose facility
Ms McTAGGART (Evelyn) — I wish to raise a
matter with the Minister for Education Services
regarding the Community Facilities Fund. The action I
am seeking from the minister is that she consider for
approval a CFF application from Bimbadeen Heights
Primary School in Mooroolbark in my electorate for
$150 000.
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local communities. This funding would strengthen
those links.
I would like to thank the Shire of Yarra Ranges for its
support of this project and for its commitment not only
to supporting Bimbadeen Heights Primary School but
for addressing the need for facilities in Mooroolbark
and the wider community. The shire is willing to enter
into a joint-use agreement to assist with its
management. Many people have worked tirelessly on
this project application, including the principal, Heather
Hopcroft, the convenor of the multipurpose facility task
force, Sami Hisheh, the school council president, Iain
Harrison, and the school council. I request that the
minister give this application her approval.

Bushfires: fuel reduction

The application is for funding to construct a
multipurpose facility which will include a basketball
court, meeting rooms, storage areas, a stage and
disabled access which will be made available to the
wider community. Bimbadeen Heights Primary School
has 600 students and has been lobbying for quite some
time for this facility. This funding will enable the
school to participate in indoor sports activities and
assemblies during the winter months.

Mr INGRAM (Gippsland East) — I raise a matter
for the Minister for Environment. I ask him to ensure
the Department of Sustainability and Environment
(DSE) in Gippsland has the capacity to meet its targets
for prescribed burning for this season. There is an
incredible need for both fuel-reduction burning and
ecological burning. We are still a long way behind the
target set down in the fire management plan for our
region.

Since coming to office in 2002 I have had a strong
working relationship with Bimbadeen Heights Primary
School. I have been delighted to present leadership
badges and awards to the students and service awards to
the staff. This school has a great and strong sense of
community. The students have recently formed a
walking school bus program which was funded by the
Victorian greenhouse strategy, and they are looking to
add two more routes to this program in coming weeks.
In walking to and from school the children engage with
many local residents en route.

I would also like to acknowledge the support and action
of the DSE in the local community. It has worked very
hard to consult with the local community and to put
forward the areas the community would like to see in
this year’s plans. But there are many concerns. One
concern that has been expressed to me recently is that a
number of positions in the DSE Gippsland region fire
management business structure have not been filled.
Resources are one of the key components for making
sure we can meet the targets in fuel-reduction burning.

The school has been supported by many community
groups seeking to use this multipurpose facility. The
applicants include the University of the Third Age,
St John Ambulance, Auskick, Dance Fusion, the
Mooroolbark Theatre Group, Bimbadeen Heights
netball club and Fosters Phantoms basketball club.
Many of these clubs have to travel outside the Shire of
Yarra Ranges to training sessions, and the completion
of this facility would be welcomed by them.
Funding approval would serve the needs of the school
and community groups and is in the spirit of the
Community Facilities Fund’s philosophy. The Bracks
government has committed $30 million to the CFF,
which acknowledges that schools are an integral part of

In Cann River, which is one of the areas at greatest risk
from wildfire this summer, of the eight permanent
positions for that area recently announced by the
government only four have been filled. Those positions
have not been advertised or filled. It is the same right
across Gippsland. In Bendoc, for example, only four
out of five positions have been filled. Only 10 of the
15 project firefighter positions — which are the
summer crews only — allocated by the government
have been either advertised or filled. In Heyfield only
9 of the 12 permanent firies and 40 of the 55 project
firefighter positions have been filled. In Noojee only
7 out of 8 permanents and 7 out of 15 project firefighter
positions have been filled. In Nowa Nowa 7 out of
8 permanent positions have been filled.
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This situation is going to severely limit the availability
of resources this summer and the capacity to meet
ecological and fuel-reduction burning targets in the
future. It is quite clearly going to impact on the safety
of the community and its ability to meet the targets that
were set down to maintain the biodiversity and water
quality in the future. After the last fires incredible
amounts of sedimentation and other impacts occurred
because they were unnatural fires. The intensity and
scale of those fires devastated large areas in our best
national parks in East Gippsland — —
The DEPUTY SPEAKER — Order! The
honourable member’s time has expired.

Youth: Advance program
Ms MORAND (Mount Waverley) — I ask the
Minister for Employment and Youth Affairs to take
action to ensure that Victorian government secondary
students will be able to continue to access a program to
undertake valuable community work.
Earlier this year the minister launched a program that
builds partnerships between community groups and
schools. The new $5 million Advance program
provides students in year 9 or above the opportunity to
partner with community organisations such as the
Salvation Army, the State Emergency Service, Victoria
Police and Parks Victoria.
This is a fantastic program that not only develops skills
such as leadership in young people and gives them
training in many different areas but will help students to
gain insights into the community organisation they are
working in, including the sort of work that organisation
undertakes and the benefits it provides for the
community. This kind of contact will have a direct
benefit to the individual students participating in the
program and to the community broadly. The program
allows young people to determine how they will
participate in it. They will be able to work out what best
fits their skills, what skills they want to develop or what
skills they have an ambition for. It is a program that has
a lot of flexibility.
In March this year 253 schools expressed interest in
taking part. Glen Waverley Secondary College in my
electorate is taking part in the program by way of the
Duke of Edinburgh’s award. That award provides
young people between 14 and 25 the opportunity to
reach their full potential. It is a structured program of
voluntary activities that encourages personal growth
and self-reliance as well as developing a sense of social
responsibility in the students.
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The new Advance program delivered on a 2002
election commitment to young Victorians. It was built
on the existing Victorian youth development program,
which has been a great success. The Advance program
will now be available to government schools across
Victoria. I ask that the minister continue to support this
very valuable program.

Haystac Public Affairs: contracts
Ms ASHER (Brighton) — The issue I wish to raise
for the Premier relates to Haystac Public Affairs Pty
Ltd. The action I am seeking of the Premier is to stop
this waste of taxpayers money and stop the payments
being made to Haystac. I refer to the fact gained under
freedom of information and from questions on notice
that from April 2001 to September 2003 Haystac Public
Affairs has gained from Victorian taxpayers
$1.287 million. That was paid from the Victorian
WorkCover Authority (VWA), the Transport Accident
Commission (TAC), the Department of Innovation,
Industry and Regional Development (DIIRD) and the
Department of Sustainability and Environment
(DSE) — right across this government Haystac is
getting work.
In particular I direct the house’s attention to what I call
Anton Staindl’s bonanza months of September, October
and November 2002, when across the board he billed
the government a total of $148 206, which was indeed
$50 000 a month. Victorians on an average wage do not
earn $50 000 a year, let alone a month. Anton Staindl
is, of course, the business partner of Bill Shannon in
Social Shift Pty Ltd. Indeed, Anton Staindl sat on the
WorkCover panel which awarded Bill Shannon,
through Shannon’s Way, the multimillion-dollar
WorkCover contract. We see here a very tangled web
of associations.
The real issue in relation to Haystac Public Affairs is
the fact that Anton Staindl used to work for both the
TAC and the VWA, where I understand he was on a
competitively priced public sector wage. That is my
point. If you look at these tasks — which I have to say
are mainly reviewing and the like — they could well be
completed by the Victorian public sector. Indeed, there
are large contingents of public servants in the VWA,
DSE and DIIRD who are well capable of performing
this work and who, of course, will not perform it for the
price of $1.3 million but will perform it for a reasonably
priced public sector package.
I ask the Premier to investigate the vast number of
payments made. In particular I direct the Premier’s
attention to a letter written by Anton Staindl to the TAC

ADJOURNMENT
240

ASSEMBLY

in which he admitted that he could not continue billing
at his current rate. He says he could not:
… in good conscience, continue to bill at our contracted rate
in this environment.

He knows he is getting too much money; it is about
time the Premier did.
The DEPUTY SPEAKER — Order! The
honourable member’s time has expired.

Courts: sentencing
Mr CRUTCHFIELD (South Barwon) — My issue
is for the attention of the Attorney-General. The action I
seek is that he investigate the legitimacy of the
ubiquitous Mr Handley and his letters to newspapers.
Upon reading this morning’s newspaper it seemed
bizarre that Mr Handley had written to the Geelong
Advertiser, as you would be well aware, Deputy
Speaker, to complain about soft sentences. It is not only
bizarre, because under the Bracks government we have
in fact increased penalties for various criminal offences
and the higher courts statistics reveal that sentences
handed by judges have in fact increased, but it is also
bizarre in that I am not quite sure that Brian Handley
knows where he lives.
In his letter to the Geelong Advertiser he in fact states
that he lives in Geelong, while in an almost identically
worded letter to the Herald Sun he says he lives in
Moe. Not only does Mr Handley not remember where
he lives, he has not remembered to disclose the fact that
he is the president of The Nationals Moe branch and
resides in Newborough.
This government is more than happy to have a debate
about sentencing, and we set up the Sentencing
Advisory Council to provide a basis for exactly that to
happen. But let us have an honest debate. These
Nationals stooges do not want to own up to who they
are, where they come from and what they stand for. The
Bracks government is open about what we believe in
and one thing we do not believe in is mandatory
sentencing. Whatever the opposition tries to call it —
perhaps ‘mandatory minimum terms’ — it is
mandatory sentencing by stealth. The Bracks
government is opposed to mandatory sentencing
because it makes politicians judges, jurors and
executioners. We understand that sentencing is a
complex task, and we simply do not support a
one-size-fits-all approach to sentencing. The
independence of the judiciary in all sentencing matters
is paramount.
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Let us debate this openly as mature, honest individuals.
I urge Mr Handley to do the same. His unique use of
the letters pages in a number of newspapers is
something I am sure members opposite deplore. I urge
The Nationals and the Liberal Party and other members
in this house to provide evidence to the
Attorney-General’s department of other dishonest
practices of which members may be aware.

Responses
Ms ALLAN (Minister for Education Services) —
The member for Mount Waverley raised with me the
new Advance youth development program which was a
successful election commitment that we are
implementing at the moment. The Bracks government
has committed and invested an additional $5 million to
this program. What this means is that it will become
available to every secondary school campus right
around the state of Victoria.
This is opening up this great program, which has been
in place for a number of years. What we have done is
put in place extended funding and made it available to
every secondary school campus around the state, which
means that many more students will now have the
opportunity to participate in this valuable youth
development program. We have also provided some
flexibility for schools. It is really about schools working
with the students to identify the projects and the
partnerships it wants to make through this program.
Already in 2004 we are seeing 243 Victorian
government secondary school campuses involved in the
Advance program, and this translates to around
7000 young people who are participating in it.
Seventy-one of the schools have entered this program
for the first time, and 66 per cent of schools
participating in Advance are from rural and regional
Victoria.
I understand the member for Mount Waverley indicated
that one of the schools in her electorate of Glen
Waverley is a participant in this program and I would
certainly encourage the member for Mount Waverley to
speak to Brentwood Secondary College and Mount
Waverley Secondary College about the great
opportunities presented for the students under the
Advance program. We can share with her some
experiences that other schools are having and some
great leadership that has been shown by the young
people in these schools. Their school communities,
teachers and schools are encouraging young people to
take up the opportunities that are provided and they
make some valuable contributions not only to their
learning but also to the broader community.
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The member for Evelyn raised a matter with regard to
an application she is seeking under the Community
Facilities Fund. This is another great program which we
announced during the 2002 state election campaign. It
is quite an innovative program of $30 million, whereby
we are opening up the schools to the community. It is
about extending the school gate out into the
community, where we want to encourage some good
partnerships and good use of our facilities so that we
are not seeing facilities locked up at the end of the
school day. We are seeing communities come in and
make valuable use of the facilities that are in place.
I understand the member for Evelyn has been a strong
advocate for Bimbadeen Heights Primary School. On
more than one occasion she has in private raised with
me the merits of the case for the primary school and its
application. I also commend her for highlighting in her
presentation a number of community groups that are
partners in this project. That is what we are looking for,
a demonstration of local partnerships with a good
relationship that will see use of these facilities by both
the school and the wider community.
I advise the member for Evelyn that the second round
of this project will be advertised in the next few weeks,
and I very much encourage her to continue her vigorous
efforts in supporting the Bimbadeen Heights Primary
School. I understand she is very keen to see this
application go through, and she is certainly giving it all
the support she can. I look forward to receiving her
application.
Mr HOLDING (Minister for Manufacturing and
Export) — The member for Morwell raised with me a
matter relating to a very exciting company, Gippsland
Aeronautics, based in Morwell. It is a company I have
had the pleasure of visiting, and I know the member for
Morwell has been there on numerous occasions. It is an
outstanding company. This year I was very pleased to
be able to induct Gippsland Aeronautics, Australia’s
leading manufacturer of commercial aircraft, into the
Victorian Manufacturing Hall of Fame.
Gippsland Aeronautics has had considerable success in
selling its aircraft overseas. Sales have been made to
operators in New Zealand, Indonesia, China, South
Africa, Canada and the US. The company is seeking to
expand its export markets in Europe and has revealed
plans to do so earlier than it originally anticipated. We
have provided a grant of up to $15 000 to support the
company’s export push into the UK and Europe.
However, in order to sell its GA8 Airvan aircraft it is
necessary to obtain type acceptance from the UK Civil
Aviation Authority and the EASA European regulator.
With this grant of $15 000 Gippsland Aeronautics will
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offset the cost of demonstrating compliance with the
requirements of the relevant regulatory authorities.
This project is currently under way. The company has
transported a GA8 Airvan aircraft to the UK for
assessment by the UK and European civil aviation
authorities. The assessment currently under way is
expected to lead to the granting of a type acceptance for
the aircraft within the next seven days and eventual
sales in this important market. The grant provided by
the state government has offset the costs associated
with the first-of-type inspection by UK authorities, and
we are very pleased to see that that has occurred. We
wish the company every success, and I thank the
member for Morwell for raising this important matter.
We look forward to continuing to work constructively
with this company as it expands its export efforts.
The member for Warrandyte raised a matter with the
Minister for Environment in relation to the Baw Baw
frog. I will draw that to the minister’s attention.
The member for Mill Park raised a matter with the
Minister for Transport in relation to traffic lights on the
corner of Plenty Road and The Lakes Boulevard. I will
draw that to the minister’s attention.
The member for Shepparton raised a matter for the
Minister for Health. I understood that she was seeking
the revocation of guidelines for the appointment of
small, volunteer cemetery trusts. I am pleased to inform
the member for Shepparton that at noon today the
Minister for Health released the advice that the Bracks
government will simplify the recently introduced
guidelines for small and medium-sized cemetery trusts.
This is in response to an important process of
consultation led by the Parliamentary Secretary for
Health, the member for Mulgrave, and involving
representations from the Cemeteries and Crematoria
Association of Victoria.
We will see the removal of the requirement that
applicants undergo a police check, the use of simplified
forms and a direction to process all outstanding trust
member applications as soon as possible. These new
arrangements will apply to all cemetery trusts in
Victoria with the exception of the 14 large cemetery
trusts in metropolitan Melbourne which report to
Parliament. That is fantastic news for the member for
Shepparton. It is a fantastic success for those in the
industry who have been seeking these changes and for
the member for Mulgrave, who has led the process to
ensure these simplified arrangements come into effect.
The member for Bass also raised a matter for the
Minister for Health, this time in relation to services in
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the Pakenham area. I will direct that to the attention of
the Minister for Health.
The member for Gippsland East raised a matter for the
Minister for Environment in relation to Department of
Sustainability and Environment targets for prescribed
fire arrangements. I will direct that to the minister’s
attention.
The member for Brighton raised a matter for the
Premier. I will direct that to the attention of the Premier.
The member for South Barwon raised a matter for the
Attorney-General in relation to a Brian Handley. I am
sure the Attorney-General will take action to follow up
the matter raised by the member.
RETIREMENTOFDEPUTYCLERK

The DEPUTY SPEAKER — Order! Before
adjourning the house I would like to convey the best
wishes of all members of the Legislative Assembly to
the Deputy Clerk on his last day in the chamber. On
behalf of members I thank him for his advice and
assistance over many years. We wish Marcus well in
his retirement.
The house is now adjourned.
House adjourned 4.42 p.m.
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QUESTIONS ON NOTICE
Answers to the following questions on notice were circulated on the date shown.
Questions have been incorporated from the notice paper of the Legislative Assembly.
Answers have been incorporated in the form supplied by the departments on behalf of the appropriate ministers.
The portfolio of the minister answering the question on notice starts each heading.

Tuesday, 24 August 2004
Innovation: staff numbers
34.

Mr KOTSIRAS to ask the Minister for Innovation —
(1)

How many full-time equivalent staff, part-time staff and casual staff are employed in the Private
Office of the Minister, as at 25 February 2003.

(2)

How many full-time equivalent staff, part-time staff and casual staff are employed in the
Department of Innovation, Industry and Regional Development, as at 25 February 2003.

ANSWER:
I am informed as follows:
(1)

In respect to the Office of the Minister for Innovation, I can confirm that there is one adviser.

(2)

In respect to full-time equivalent staff, part-time staff and casual staff employed with the Department of
Innovation, Industry and Regional Development as at 25 February 2003, details are as follows:
Full-Time Equivalent Staff
Part-Time Staff
Casual Staff

661.9
41
6

Note: Full-Time Equivalent Staff includes both Full-Time & Part-time staff
Part-Time staff does not include staff on flexible work arrangements such as 48/52

Premier: information and communication technology cabinet subcommittee
186(a).

Mr PERTON to ask the Premier with reference to the Minister for Information and Communication
Technology’s announcement of 6 May 2003 of a new Government ICT strategy subcommittee of
Cabinet to be chaired by the Premier, in recognition of the strategic importance of ICT —
(1)

Who is on the subcommittee.

(2)

Who will service and/or advise the subcommittee.

(3)

What are the duties of the subcommittee.

ANSWER:
I am informed that:
The deliberations of Cabinet and its Committees — which includes membership — are governed by the
conventions relating to Cabinet-in-Confidence material. On this basis I am not prepared to provide the requested
details.
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Transport: Box Hill tram validators
225.

Mr MULDER to ask the Minister for Transport —
(1)

Was the OneLink tram validator, serial number 034–03233, not validating Zone Two tickets
inserted into it at Box Hill tram terminus on Saturday 5 July 2003.

(2)

Is this a common problem with the Box Hill extension of tram route 109.

(3)

What proportion of on-board tram validators incorrectly accept a Zone One only ticket that a
passenger attempts to validate at Box Hill tram terminus.

(4)

Have any complaints been received by the Department of Infrastructure or Yarra Trams regarding
the incorrect working of tram validators on the Box Hill extension; if so, how many and on what
dates.

(5)

What action is OneLink, Yarra Trams or the Director of Public Transport taking to ensure that
route 109 validators work correctly for the Zone One and Zone Two sections of the route.

ANSWER:
(1)

Data available to the Department of Infrastructure (DOI) does not allow the identification of validations at a
specific location such as the Box Hill tram terminus.

(2)

No.

(3)

As per the answer to question 1.

(4)

No complaints have been received by the Department of Infrastructure.

(5)

The Director of Public Transport is working closely with OneLink and the transport operators to ensure that
the ticketing system is working appropriately on Route 109 and meeting the needs of the travelling public.

WorkCover: Social Shift Pty Ltd
239(ao).

Ms ASHER to ask the Minister for WorkCover —
(1)

What payments have been made to the company by the Minister’s Department, office or any
agency or statutory authority, or any predecessor Department, office, agency or statutory
authority, under the Minister’s administration since 1 July 2001.

(2)

On what dates were the payments made.

(3)

Briefly describe the project for which payment was made.

ANSWER:
I am informed that:
No payments have been made.

Transport: Richmond North tram accident
253.

Mr MULDER to ask the Minister for Transport with reference to the accident involving trams and a
bus at the intersection of Hoddle and Victoria Streets, Richmond North on 2 September 2003 at
8.15 a.m. —
(1)

Have either of Yarra Trams Citadis trams involved in the accident been written off; if so —
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(a)

will these vehicle(s) be replaced with further new Citadis trams;

(b)

at what cost to the Government; and

245

If not, what is the estimated cost of repairs to each tram.
(2)

Has the National Bus Company bus involved in the accident been written off; if so —
(a)

will this vehicle be replaced;

(b)

at what cost to the Government; and

If not, what is the estimated cost of repairs to the bus.
(3)

How many seconds does a bus turning from south to west at this intersection typically have on its
applicable traffic signal phase to proceed through the intersection.

(4)

What is the number of seconds that each ‘B’ or ‘T’ signal phase for buses or trams in each
direction operates for at this location.

(5)

How many motor vehicles pass through this intersection on each of a typical weekday, Saturday
and Sunday, not during school holidays, travelling —

(6)

(a)

eastbound;

(b)

westbound;

(c)

northbound; and

(d)

southbound.

What is the estimated rate of annual growth in motor vehicle traffic through this intersection for
travel —
(a)

eastbound;

(b)

westbound;

(c)

northbound; and

(d)

southbound.

(7)

Is it feasible for public transport turning phases to operate slightly longer, or for there to be a
slightly longer gap between the ending of a motor vehicle phase and the commencement of a
public transport vehicle phase, at the traffic signals at this location.

(8)

Is any action being taken to minimise accidents at this location; if so —

(9)

(a)

what is the cost of any works;

(b)

when are any works scheduled to commence and be completed; and

(c)

which stakeholders have been, or will be, consulted on any such works.

Will the Minister or the Department of Infrastructure receive a copy of any reports into this
accident compiled by National Express, Yarra Trams or the Victoria Police; if so, when.

(10) Will any costs of repairs to the trams or bus involved be met by the franchisees/operators or will
there be a cost to the Government; if so, what is the cost.
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ANSWER:
(1)

The trams were not written off and will be repaired at no cost to Government.

(2)

The bus was written off and will not be replaced.

(3)–(9)
Investigations into the accident are ongoing. It is inappropriate to pre-empt the findings of the investigation.
(10) The cost of repairs will be met by the operators.

Transport: northern loop broken rail
254.

Mr MULDER to ask the Minister for Transport —
(1)

Was there a broken rail between Flinders Street and Parliament railway stations in the Northern
Loop on 2 September 2003; if so, how, and at what time, was this fault discovered.

(2)

How many Northern Group services operated direct from Flinders Street rather than via the City
Loop on this afternoon.

(3)

What were the times and destinations of the first and last trains affected by this forced diversion.

(4)

How long did the Passenger Information Display Screen (PIDS) monitors take to display a
message ‘Take trams to Flinders Street’ or similar at Parliament, Melbourne Central and Flagstaff
railway stations after this diversion commenced.

(5)

Why were the PIDS screens still displaying incorrect information at 17:00 hours.

(6)

Is each entrance to underground loop stations equipped with whiteboards and texta colours.

(7)

Why were no whiteboards advising of this change to services displayed at the Lonsdale Street
entrance to Parliament station at 17:00 hours.

(8)

Can the public address system be improved so that announcements in these circumstances can be
clearly heard by passengers entering the underground stations but who have not yet passed
through ticket barriers.

(9)

What would be the cost of any such works to improve the public address system at each of the
three underground stations.

ANSWER:
(1)

The broken rail between Flinders Street and Parliament railway stations in the Northern Loop on 2 September
2003 was noted and reported by the driver of the 3.45 pm Flinders Street to Werribee train.

(2)

Thirty-three.

(3)

The first train diverted to run direct from Flinders Street was the 3.49 pm train to Broadmeadows. The last
was the 5.57 pm train to Broadmeadows.

(4)–(5)
At the time of the incident the Passenger Information Display Screens (PIDS) at concourse level were not
equipped to display railway line specific information other than the scheduled services. The only available
option at that time was to blank out all concourse screens but this was decided against as it would have
affected passengers on the three loop corridors which were not affected. At Platform level M>Train displayed
the message ‘Listen for Announcement’ and made manual and automatic announcements on the PA system
throughout the station to inform customers of the disruption and of alternate travel arrangements.
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The enhancement to the PIDS system to enable the display of individual line messages at concourse level was
due to be installed a few days after this disruption. M>Train advise that this function has now been installed
and is fully operational.
(6)–(7)
Due to theft, the entrances to underground loop stations are not equipped with whiteboards and texta colours.
(8)

M>Train advise that public address system announcements are audible at concourse level for passengers who
have entered the underground stations but who have yet to pass through ticket barriers.

(9)

Not known.

Education Services: Internet costs — non-government schools
258.

Mr PERTON to ask the Minister for Education Services with reference to the allocation of $8 million
towards Internet costs in non-government schools connected to the VicOne network — has any of the
money been spent; if so, what are the details; if not, how will the money be allocated.

ANSWER:
I am informed as follows:
This question does not fall within my portfolio responsibilities and should be redirected to the Minister for
Education and Training.

Education Services: Schools Television program
261.

Mr PERTON to ask the Minister for Education Services with reference to the response to
question 83 received on 26 August 2003 — how many hours of programming were transmitted via each
of satellite, broadband and other Internet in 2002 and 2003 respectively.

ANSWER:
I am informed as follows:
In 2002 Schools’ Television produced 100:00 hours of satellite delivered programming.
In 2003 it will produce around 91:00 hours of satellite delivered programming.
Data on the number of hours of programming delivered through broadband and other Internet is not available.

Education Services: Schools Television program
262.

Mr PERTON to ask the Minister for Education Services with reference to the response to
question 83 received on 26 August 2003 — how many hours of videoconferenced classes were
transmitted in 2002 and 2003 respectively.

ANSWER:
I am informed as follows:
Data on the number of hours of videoconferenced classes transmitted in 2002 and 2003 respectively is not
available.
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Education Services: unqualified mathematics teachers
268.

Mr PERTON to ask the Minister for Education Services with reference to the response to
question 110b received on 26 August 2003 — does the Minister or the Department have any knowledge
or data on how may people teaching mathematics in Victorian secondary schools have no tertiary
qualifications in mathematics; if yes, what is that knowledge or data; if no, why has no attempt been
made to ascertain the situation.

ANSWER:
I am informed as follows:
The Department of Education and Training does not collect information on the number of mathematics teachers
employed. Decisions about the allocation of teaching responsibilities are school based decisions.
Teacher training and experience in the classroom provide teachers with the pedagogy to teach across a range of
subject areas, including areas that they may not have formally trained for during their training years. In order to
meet changing school community expectations and requirements and to make effective use of existing resources,
principals are required to make judgments, in consultation with the teachers concerned, about how individual
teaching skills and experience and qualifications can best be used to meet student needs.
There are a range of issues associated with determining appropriate qualifications necessary to teach particular
subjects. These issues include the year level being taught, the needs of the students, the subject area and knowledge
required to master the subject content, the competence, experience and rapport that a particular teacher may have
with the students concerned and the particular learning structures in place at particular schools.

Education Services: untrained mathematics teachers
269.

Mr PERTON to ask the Minister for Education Services with reference to the response to
question 110b received on 26 August 2003 — does the Minister or the Department have any knowledge
or data on how may people teaching mathematics in Victorian secondary schools have no training in the
teaching of mathematics; if yes, what is that knowledge or data; if no, why has no attempt been made to
ascertain the situation.

ANSWER:
I am informed as follows:
The Department of Education and Training does not collect information on the number of mathematics teachers
employed. Personnel files of school-based teaching service staff are kept at the schools where they are working.
Decisions about the allocation of teaching responsibilities are school based decisions.
Teacher training and experience in the classroom provide teachers with the pedagogy to teach across a range of
subject areas, including areas that they may not have formally trained for during their training years. In order to
meet changing school community expectations and requirements and to make effective use of existing resources,
principals are required to make judgments, in consultation with the teachers concerned, about how individual
teaching skills and experience and qualifications can best be used to meet student needs.
There are a range of issues associated with determining appropriate qualifications necessary to teach particular
subjects. These issues include the year level being taught, the needs of the students, the subject area and knowledge
required to master the subject content, the competence, experience and rapport that a particular teacher may have
with the students concerned and the particular learning structures in place at particular schools.
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Education Services: qualified mathematics teachers
270.

Mr PERTON to ask the Minister for Education Services with reference to the response to
question 111b received on 26 August 2003 —
(1)

What is the Government’s policy position regarding whether mathematics classes should be
taught by qualified mathematics teachers.

(2)

How does the Government intend to set about implementing this policy.

ANSWER:
I am informed as follows:
The Department of Education and Training sets out guidelines for school principals to take into account when
appointing teachers and when allocating teaching duties to their staff.
Teacher training and experience in the classroom provide teachers with the pedagogy to teach across a range of
subject areas, including areas that they may not have formally trained for during their training years. In order to
meet changing school community expectations and requirements and to make effective use of existing resources,
principals are required to make judgments, in consultation with the teachers concerned, about how individual
teaching skills and experience and qualifications can best be used to meet student needs.
The Department’s guidelines are available on the Department’s web site Teaching in Victorian Government
Schools (http://www.teaching.vic.gov.au).

Education and Training: numeracy leaders/school-based coordinators
271.

Mr PERTON to ask the Minister for Education and Training with reference to the response to
question 112a received on 26 August 2003 —
(1)

How many regional Numeracy Leaders are there.

(2)

How many school-based coordinators have been trained.

ANSWER:
I am informed as follows:
Between 2001–2003 the following numbers of regional leaders and school coordinators were trained in early and
middle years numeracy:
(1)

Regional Numeracy Leaders:

(2)

–
Early Years Numeracy Trainers — 261
–
Middle Years Numeracy Leaders — 288
School-based Coordinators:
–
–

Early Years Numeracy School Coordinators — 1479
Middle Years Numeracy School Coordinators — 1075

Education and Training: middle years numeracy program
272.

Mr PERTON to ask the Minister for Education and Training with reference to the response to
question 112a received on 26 August 2003 —
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(1)

What assessment been made of the quality or usefulness of the ‘CD-ROM of the training
program’ for middle years numeracy.

(2)

What ‘on-line resources’ for middle year numeracy have been provided to date.

ANSWER:
I am informed as follows:
(1)

The Middle Years Numeracy Professional Development program, the resources for which were made
available on CD Rom, was extensively evaluated by both Deakin University and the Department of
Education and Training. The evaluations indicated that teachers gained valuable knowledge and skills to
develop their teaching of numeracy in the middle years.

(2)

‘On-line resources’ for middle years numeracy are available to the public on the SOFWeb site under middle
years http://www.sofweb.vic.edu.au/mys/Num
The Literacy and Numeracy Week web site on SOFWeb also provides middle years numeracy resources
http://www.sofweb.vic.edu.au/mys/Lit/litweek.htm

Education and Training: middle years numeracy program
273.

Mr PERTON to ask the Minister for Education and Training with reference to the response to
question 115a received on 26 August 2003 —
(1)

What is the form of the ‘school compacts’.

(2)

What are the rewards for meeting the ‘school compacts’.

(3)

What are the sanctions for failing to meet the ‘school compacts’.

(4)

Does the Minister or the Department have any advice or results on the efficacy of the ‘school
compacts’.

ANSWER:
I am informed as follows:
The school Compact is a school level accountability statement that indicates the outcomes and targets a school
expects to achieve in specified funded programs and the measures that will be used to evaluate success. It forms
part of the school’s overall accountability and planning program.
In preparing a Compact in term 1, 2003, each school set performance targets relating to standard measures,
including student achievement in literacy and numeracy, student attendance levels and retention rates. In addition, a
school’s Compact outlines the key strategies to be employed by the school as part of the implementation of each
program.
School Compacts are designed to assist schools with their overall accountability and planning. There are no
associated ‘rewards’ or ‘sanctions’.
Compacts were prepared for the first time in 2003. Feedback from schools and from within the Department
indicates that Compacts provided a valuable tool for planning the effective use of targeted resources. In 2004 the
Compact will be integrated into a new planning and accountability framework as I outlined in the Blueprint for
Government Schools.
More information about Compacts is available from the following web site:
http://www.sofweb.vic.edu.au/standards/account/compact.htm
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Education Services: criminal activity reports
275.

Mr PERTON to ask the Minister for Education Services with reference to the response to
question 172b received on 26 August 2003 —
(1)

(2)

In each of 1999, 2000, 2001, 2002 and 2003 to date —
(a)

how many criminal activities reports were made by state schools to the Department of
Education and Training; and

(b)

what are the details of the types and numbers of criminal activities.

Were there any schools or geographic areas where the number of reports were significantly higher
than the average.

ANSWER:
I am informed as follows:
The Department receives over 6,000 reports per year from schools in relation to emergencies. They are stored
under very broad categories and considerable manual filtering would be required to determine which of these are
criminal activities.

Education Services: WorkCover notices
281(a).

Mr PERTON to ask the Minister for Education Services —
Have any notices been served on the Department of Education and Training or any schools by
WorkCover or any other government authority as a result of any dangerous or unsafe conditions; if so,
what were the notices and the conditions identified.

ANSWER:
I am informed as follows:
I believe this question has also been directed to the Minister for WorkCover who will provide a response.

WorkCover: school notices
281(b).

Mr PERTON to ask the Minister for WorkCover —
Have any notices been served on the Department of Education and Training or any schools by
WorkCover or any other government authority as a result of any dangerous or unsafe conditions; if so,
what were the notices and the conditions identified.

ANSWER:
I am informed that:
In order for preparation of an answer to be undertaken the question needs to clearly identify the specific
information sought. Information requested needs to be the specific responsibility of the WorkCover portfolio.

Education Services: physical resources management system funding
282.

Mr PERTON to ask the Minister for Education Services with reference to the response to question 175
received on 26 August 2003 — in each of 1999, 2000, 2001, 2002 and 2003 to date —
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(1)

How many schools have applied for supplementary Physical Resources Management System
(PRMS) funding.

(2)

What are the names for the schools which have applied for supplementary PRMS funding and for
what purpose(s).

(3)

How many, and which, schools have received supplementary PRMS funding.

ANSWER:
I am informed as follows:
Schools have applied variously for supplementary PRMS funding to regional offices (nine in number) and to the
Facilities Branch over the past five years.
There is no consolidated register available which would indicate which schools have sought assistance over this
five year period.

Education and Training: Mark Sense procedures
283.

Mr PERTON to ask the Minister for Education and Training with reference to the response to
question 198a received on 26 August 2003 —
(1)

What audits, if any, of the mark sense procedures have taken place in the last five years and what
have they found.

(2)

What documents on the procedures have been prepared and not made public and for what reason.

ANSWER:
I am informed as follows:
(1)

In 2003, an external audit of the processing and scoring of multiple choice answer sheets was undertaken as
part of a review of the quality assurance of VCE examinations.
The review endorsed the Victorian Curriculum and Assessment Authority’s (VCAA’s) internal review
mechanisms already in place for mark sense processing.
It recommended improvements to ensure that students’ results are automatically and correctly updated if there
are any changes to the correct answers for multiple choice questions.

(2)

Procedural documents for processing mark sense sheets are prepared for training of VCAA staff. These are
internal VCAA documents and are not made available to the public.

Education and Training: On Track program
284.

Mr PERTON to ask the Minister for Education and Training with reference to the response to
question 191 received on 26 August 2003 — what, if any, contractual arrangements exist between the
Department of Education and Training and Professor Richard Teese or any other entity with respect to
the program.

ANSWER:
I am informed as follows:
Contractual arrangements for the delivery of the 2003 On Track Program exist between The State of Victoria of the
offices of the Department of Education and Training and the University of Melbourne following a public tender
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process. The contract came into effect on 12 March 2003 and is due to be completed 12 months after that date.
Professor Richard Teese is the Project Director.

Education Services: cardiopulmonary resuscitation and first aid
287.

Mr PERTON to ask the Minister for Education Services with reference to the response to question 167
received on 26 August 2003 —
(1)

Does the Minister or the Department know how many teachers are trained in cardiopulmonary
resuscitation and first aid.

(2)

Can the Minister guarantee that every state school has at least one teacher or other staff member
trained in cardiopulmonary resuscitation and first aid.

ANSWER:
I am informed as follows:
It is not a prerequisite to employment in the school system that teachers have a current qualification in
cardiopulmonary resuscitation and first aid.
I am advised that every state school has at least one staff member trained in first aid.

Education Services: integration aides
288.

Mr PERTON to ask the Minister for Education Services with reference to the response to question 89
received on 26 August 2003 — for each of 1999, 2000, 2001, 2002 and 2003 to date —
(1)

How many decisions by principals were made that the most appropriate type of support for a
student was a full-time integration aide.

(2)

How many of these positions were funded under the program.

ANSWER:
I am informed as follows:
The decision relating to the most appropriate type of support for a student is made at the school level with the
Program Support Group providing advice to the Principal. The Program Support Group consists of the parents, the
school staff who work most closely with the student and other professionals if invited.
Applications are not submitted to the Program for Students with Disabilities specifically for the employment of
integration aides.

Education Services: integration aides
289.

Mr PERTON to ask the Minister for Education Services with reference to the response to question 89
received on 26 August 2003, for each of 1999, 2000, 2001, 2002 and 2003 to date —
(1)

How many appeals regarding decisions about a student’s eligibility for the program or the level of
funding were made by schools.

(2)

How many appeals were successful.

ANSWER:
I am informed as follows:
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Where an application is placed for a student to receive funding through the Program for Students with Disabilities,
it must be established that the student meets the eligibility criteria for the program. Where a student is deemed not
to meet the criteria, the school is able to appeal this decision if additional information becomes available which
clearly indicates that the criteria are met.
This occurs in a small number of situations where the student has a deteriorating medical condition or where key
information, which was not included in the original application, becomes available. Data is not collected regarding
the number of appeals that are made during the year.

Education Services: language disorders
290.

Mr PERTON to ask the Minister for Education Services with reference to an article by Sasha Jamieson
in the Leader Heidelberger of Wednesday 10 September 2003 in which the following comments by the
Minister are noted — ‘Ms Allen said there had been unprecedented growth in the number of children
with language disorders, which she said was beyond reasonable expectation’ —
(1)

What has been the unprecedented growth.

(2)

Why is it beyond reasonable expectation.

(3)

Does the Minister have any expert reports or advice on this matter; if yes, what is it.

ANSWER:
I am informed as follows:
The Program for Students with Disabilities provides additional funding for students who meet the eligibility criteria
which is based on internationally recognised World Health Organisation definitions of disabilities.
The Victorian Auditor General’s office, Special Report No 17, Integrated Education for Children with Disabilities
and the World Health Organisation, states that 3 per cent is the commonly accepted percentage of school aged
children with a disability. In 2001, funding through the Program for Students with Disabilities was provided to
3.17% of the total student population. In 2002 this number increased to 3.43% of the student population. The
number of students funded through the program has grown considerably over recent years, with a significant
amount of this growth consisting of students with language disorder.

Education and Training: Principal for a Day program
293.

Mr THOMPSON to ask the Minister for Education and Training —
(1)

How many members of Parliament participated in the program.

(2)

Which parties did the members represent.

(3)

How many principals for a day worked in —
(a)

rural and regional schools; and

(b)

metropolitan schools.

(4)

What criteria were applied to the selection process for principals for a day.

(5)

Were police clearances a requirement for the program; if yes, how many principals for a day
obtained police clearance.
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ANSWER:
I am informed as follows:
(1)

In 2003 eight members of Parliament participated in the Principal for A Day program.

(2)

Six of the Principals for A Day were members of the Labor Party, one was a National Party member and one
an Independent.

(3)

(a)

Twenty-four Principals for a Day worked in rural and regional schools.

(b)

Sixty-one Principals for a Day worked in metropolitan schools.

(4)

Business and community leaders become Principal For A Day through a number of ways:
–

–
–
–
–

–

They can apply via the web site: www.principalforaday.com.au or contact the Principal For A Day
Program Director by phone, asking to participate. Business and community leaders can also indicate
their interest in participation by responding to business ‘newsletters’ promoting Principal For A Day for
example through the Victorian Employers Chamber of Commerce and Industry and the Business
Council of Australia.
They may be approached directly by a school Principal to be Principal For A Day at their school.
They may be nominated by previous Principal For A Day participants, who each year are invited to
nominate a colleague who might be interested to participate in the program.
Business/community leaders invited but unavailable in a previous year, are re-invited the next year.
Specific invitations are sent by the Principal For A Day Program Director particularly if there is no
other representative in their ‘field’ (for example Health, Water, Retail, or if the business/community
leader is known to have a strong interest in education and training).
The program is actively promoted through existing networks such as the Local Learning and
Employment Networks.

Selection of Principals For A Day is based around ensuring that the business and community leaders who act
as Principals For A Day represent:
–
–
(5)

a wide range of fields for example, telecommunications, sport, unions, law, media, finance, the arts,
construction, automotive, emergency/defence services, information technologies, and
come from diverse backgrounds for example, age, gender, geographic location, profit/not-for-profit
organisations, government and private sector.

Police clearances were not a requirement of the Principal For A Day program because:
–
–

The Principals For A Day are not considered to be engaging in the duties of a teacher and as such do not
require to be registered with the Victorian Institute of Teaching and do not require police clearances.
The Principals For A Day would be not be engaged in direct supervision of pupils — they would be in
the company of the Principal or a teacher at all times.

Aboriginal Affairs: cultural heritage inspector licence
295.

Mr THOMPSON to ask the Minister for Environment for the Minister for Aboriginal Affairs with
reference to the decision to revoke the licence of Annette Xiberras as a Victorian Cultural Heritage
Inspector —
(1)

What was the reason for the removal of the licence.

(2)

What principles of natural justice had been accorded to Annette Xiberras prior to the licence being
revoked.

(3)

What was the method of notification to Annette Xiberras.
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(4)

To whom was this decision relayed prior to notice being given to Annette Xiberras.

(5)

Who supplied the information upon which the Minister acted.

(6)

Was Annette Xiberras given the opportunity to provide evidence of events leading up to the
revocation of the licence.

(7)

How many licences have been revoked in Victoria in the past 10 years.

ANSWER:
I am informed as follows:
The Member for Sandringham also wrote directly to me and I have responded in detail to each of the Members’
questions in my response.

Education Services: Timbarra secondary school
309.

Mr PERTON to ask the Minister for Education Services what works have been undertaken at the
school, located in Berwick.

ANSWER:
I am informed as follows:
There is no secondary school at Timbarra.

Education Services: integration aides
316.

Mr PERTON to ask the Minister for Education Services with reference to the response to question 89
received on 26 August 2003 —
(1)

How many of the 4,700 integration aides were full-time.

(2)

For each of 1999, 2000, 2001, 2002 and 2003 to date —
(a)

how many appeals were made by schools against decisions to fund a part-time aide when the
schools has applied for a full-time aide; and

(b)

how many appeals were successful.

(3)

What advice does the Government have on the effectiveness of part-time aides.

(4)

What advice does the Government have on the difficulties experienced by schools in
circumstances where a part-time aide has been allocated to students who need a full-time aide.

ANSWER:
I am informed as follows:
As of June 2002, approximately 4,700 Integration Aides were employed, most aides were part time.
Applications are not submitted to the Program for Students with Disabilities specifically for the employment of
integration aides. Applications are made to the Program to provide additional resources to government schools for
the support of students with significant and ongoing disabilities. Schools retain the ability to decide how the
funding will be used including the employment of integration aides.
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A school may submit an appeal if the Program Support Group feels that the current level of funding is not
appropriate. In such cases an increase of funding would be provided where the additional educational needs of the
student are clearly established.
The Department provides a range of training and professional development opportunities to potential and existing
teachers and teacher aides to support the provision of quality teaching practices for students with disabilities.
Schools also have access to educational psychologists, speech pathologists, visiting teachers, social workers and
other consultants to assist supporting students with additional educational needs.
Further information is available on the Department’s web site — http://www.eduweb.vic.gov.au/hrweb/resources/hrms.htm

Education Services: teacher demand survey
317.

Mr PERTON to ask the Minister for Education Services with reference to the response to
question 117b received on 26 August 2003, what information did the survey reveal in respect of —
(1)

Mathematics teachers.

(2)

Science teachers.

(3)

Languages other than English.

ANSWER:
I am informed as follows:
The information is available in the Forecasting Teacher Demand by Subject report, which you have now been
granted access to under Freedom of Information.

Education and Training: bus seatbelts
318(a).

Mr PERTON to ask the Minister for Education and Training —
What is the Government’s policy in respect of the transport of school children in buses without
seatbelts.

ANSWER:
I am informed as follows:
This Question does not fall within my portfolio responsibilities and should be redirected to the Minister for
Transport.

Education Services: bus seatbelts
318(b).

Mr PERTON to ask the Minister for Education Services what is the Government’s policy in respect of
the transport of school children in buses without seatbelts.

ANSWER:
I am informed as follows:
This Question does not fall within my portfolio responsibilities and should be redirected to the Minister for
Transport.
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Education and Training: non-custodial parent information access
319(a).

Mr PERTON to ask the Minister for Education and Training —
(1)

What is the Government’s policy on the right of access to school information for non-custodial
parents.

(2)

When was this policy last updated.

(3)

What guidelines are there on this matter.

ANSWER:
I am informed as follows:
(1)

The Government’s policy is to provide access in accordance with relevant State and Commonwealth laws.

(2)

The policy was last updated on 19 June 2003.

(3)

The Victorian Government Schools Reference Guide and Edulibrary (which is a resource available to schools
on the Internet).

Environment: Sandringham electorate — possums
328.

Mr THOMPSON to ask the Minister for Environment with reference to concerns of residents in the
Sandringham electorate regarding the increasing number of possums living in trees, house roofs and
outbuildings —
(1)

(2)

What is the policy of the Government to —
(a)

avert damage to property (wiring and ceilings);

(b)

avert damage to plants, shrubs and trees, many of which are being destroyed;

(c)

avert disruptions to domestic pets;

(d)

prevent health risks; and

(e)

prevent power blackouts.

Apart from advocating a possum curfew, what plans does the Government have to minimise
disturbance to the quiet enjoyment of property by Sandringham electorate residents as a
consequence of the expanding possum population.

ANSWER:
I am informed that:
The Department of Sustainability and Environment (DSE) has compiled a comprehensive package of information
to assist members of the public to manage problems caused by possums on private property. This information is
available on the DSE web site.
A Governor in Council Order dated 10 July 2003 enables members of the public to trap possums that are living in
buildings. Trapped possums must then be released on the same property, or be taken to a registered veterinarian to
be killed humanely. This provides the public with a means of removing possums from the roof so that access points
to the roof space can be sealed, thus preventing further damage by possums.
The introduced Black Rat commonly lives in roofs and may be responsible for damage to wiring and is frequently
the real cause of problems blamed on possums.
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Information on the DSE web site includes suggestions for reducing damage to plants in gardens, and includes
advice about potential repellents.
Some dogs do bark at possums. The solution to this problem is better training of those dogs.
There are no specific health threats associated with the presence of possums in gardens.
Electricity companies are developing means to reduce the incidence of blackouts caused by possums.
The Government has no evidence that possum populations are expanding and believes that education, tolerance and
implementation of the suggestions on the web site will resolve many of the perceived problems associated with the
presence of possums in urban areas.

Education and Training: Victorian overseas teachers
330.

Mr PERTON to ask the Minister for Education and Training with reference to the article ‘Exodus hurts
schools’ published in the Doncaster Templestowe News of Wednesday 24 September 2003 which said,
in part, ‘According to the Australian Education Union, about 30,000 Victorian teachers are working in
the United Kingdom this year and thousands more are destined for the US’ — what advice does the
Minister have on the number of Victorian teachers working overseas.

ANSWER:
I am informed as follows:
The Department of Education and Training does not keep figures on the number of Victorian teachers working
overseas.

Education and Training: teachers on leave
331.

Mr PERTON to ask the Minister for Education and Training with reference to the article ‘Exodus hurts
schools’ published in the Doncaster Templestowe News of Wednesday 24 September 2003 which said,
in part, ‘Department of Education and Training spokesman Paul Barber said there was no record of the
number of teachers who had left Victoria to teach overseas. Mr Barber also refused to say how many
teachers were on leave and said the department was not concerned about the number of teachers
working overseas’ — how many teachers are on the following forms of leave —
(1)

Adoption leave.

(2)

Auxiliary medical leave.

(3)

Compassionate leave.

(4)

Infectious diseases leave.

(5)

Leave without pay.

(6)

Long service leave.

(7)

Maternity leave.

(8)

Parental leave.

(9)

Paternity leave.

(10) Sabbatical leave.
(11) Study leave.
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(12) Temporary release of staff to external organisations.
(13) Temporary release of teachers to non-school based (OSE) locations.
(14) Trade union training leave.
(15) Transport accident leave.
(16) Working outside the department.
ANSWER:
I am informed as follows:
The number of teachers on different forms of leave varies throughout the year. As at September 18, 2003, the
number of teachers on the forms of leave requested are —
Leave type

Number

1

Adoption Leave

1

2

Auxiliary Medical Leave

3

Compassionate Leave (Special Leave)

4

Infectious Disease leave

5

Leave Without Pay

2,005

6

Long Service Leave

1,418

7

Maternity Leave

8

Parental Leave (Family)

9

Paternity Leave

7

10

Sabbatical Leave

20

11

Study Leave

12

12

Temporary release of staff to external organisations

N/A

13

Temporary release of teachers to non-school based (OSE) locations

N/A

14

Trade union training leave

N/A

15

Transport Accident Commission

5

16

Working outside the department

N/A

23
119
1

164
1,819

The release of staff to different locations is not classified as leave.

Education and Training: Maryborough education precinct principals
332.

Mr PERTON to ask the Minister for Education and Training with reference to the response to
question 129a received on 26 August 2003 — has the master plan been completed.

ANSWER:
I am informed as follows:
Yes, the master plan has been completed.
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Education and Training: balanced scorecard approach
335.

Mr PERTON to ask the Minister for Education and Training with reference to the response to
question 86a received on 26 August 2003 — what documents and data are produced by schools as part
of the balanced scorecard approach and to whom are these documents made available.

ANSWER:
I am informed as follows:
Schools produce an Annual Report that contains their performance data and contextual information. The Annual
Report is provided to the school community and to DE and T.

Education and Training: balanced scorecard approach
336.

Mr PERTON to ask the Minister for Education and Training with reference to the response to
question 86a received on 26 August 2003 — what documents are produced by the Department of
Education and Training as part of the balanced scorecard approach to analysing the strengths and
weaknesses of each school and to whom are those documents made available.

ANSWER:
I am informed as follows:
The term ‘balanced scorecard approach’ refers to the use of a broad range of data and contextual information in the
implementation of school accountability processes.
All schools are provided with advice and guidelines regarding all aspects of school accountability.

Education and Training: Maribyrnong secondary college
337.

Mr PERTON to ask the Minister for Education and Training with reference to the responses to
questions 86a and 132a received on 26 August 2003 — what are the strengths and weaknesses of
Maribyrnong Secondary College.

ANSWER:
I am informed as follows:
Information on Maribyrnong Secondary College can be obtained from their Annual Report, which is available from
the college.

Education and Training: Broadmeadows, Lalor and Peter Lalor secondary colleges
338.

Mr PERTON to ask the Minister for Education and Training with reference to the responses to
questions 86a and 132a received on 26 August 2003 — what are the strengths and weaknesses of
Broadmeadows, Lalor and Peter Lalor Secondary Colleges.

ANSWER:
I am informed as follows:
Information on Broadmeadows, Lalor and Peter Lalor Secondary Colleges is contained in their Annual Reports,
which are available from the colleges.
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Education and Training: non-government school funding
341.

Mr SAVAGE to ask the Minister for Education and Training with reference to recent concerns of
funding to non-government schools —
(1)

Is the Government prepared to fund needy non-government schools at least to the national
average.

(2)

Will the Government index the grants to non-government schools in need, as happens in every
other state and territory along with Commonwealth grants to non-government schools.

ANSWER:
I am informed as follows:
The Victorian Government currently provides well over $300 million per year in financial assistance to Victorian
non-government schools, through untied recurrent funding and specific purpose grants.
In acknowledgment of the role of non-government schools in contributing to the provision of high quality
education in Victoria, the Bracks Government, since coming to office in 1999, has provided supplementary funding
of $57.5 million over four years for ‘needy’ non-government schools and a further $15 million over three years for
a needs-based capital assistance program. $20 million of the supplementary funding will be ongoing from 2004.
In the 2003–04 State Budget, the Government outlined an additional commitment of $62 million over four years to
assist ‘needy’ schools in meeting their operational costs and $8 million over four years to improve Internet access.
Any discussion on indexation needs to take into consideration Commonwealth funding to non-government schools.
Commonwealth funding to Victorian non-government schools is now well over $1 billion.
Victorian non-government schools (including Catholic schools) have benefited from significant increases in
Commonwealth funding since the introduction of the SES (socioeconomic status) funding model in 2001.

Treasurer: information technology projects
347.

Mr CLARK to ask the Treasurer —
(1)

Which authorities (as defined in the Audit Act 1994) that report to the Treasurer have, since
October 1999, initiated projects costing $1 million or more for the upgrade, expansion or
enhancement of their information technology.

(2)

When did each such project commence.

(3)

When did each such project that has been completed finish, and what is the estimated finishing
date for each such project not yet completed.

(4)

What were the objectives of each such project.

(5)

What did each such project consist of.

(6)

What has been the cost of each such project that has been completed, and what is the estimated
cost of each such project not yet completed.

ANSWER:
I am informed that:
To provide details of expenditures made by authorities under my administration as required by this question would
be an unreasonable diversion of my department’s resources.
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The Honourable Member may wish to submit a more specific question outlining which particular authority he is
interested in.

Attorney-General: statutory board fees
348.

Mr THOMPSON to ask the Attorney-General with reference to the practice of members of statutory
boards being paid daily or half daily sitting fees —
(1)

(2)

(3)

Does a full day mean —
(a)

24 hours;

(b)

7.6 hours;

(c)

3.9 hours; or

(d)

some other time frame.

Does a half day mean —
(a)

12 hours;

(b)

3.8 hours; or

(c)

some other time frame.

What plans (if any) does the Government have to clarify the statutory definition of a sitting day or
half sitting day for boards so that ambiguities regarding sitting fees for members of statutory
boards might be clarified.

ANSWER:
I am informed that:
There are no statutory provisions that could be applied across the public sector on what would constitute a full or
half sitting day and it is not considered that such a provision is necessary. Departments are expected to pay rates
which are appropriate for the time spent by members engaged in board activities.

Environment: northern Pacific seastar
349.

Mr THOMPSON to ask the Minister for the Environment —
(1)

What is the current estimated number of seastars in Port Phillip Bay.

(2)

Has the seastar been detected in Western Port Bay.

(3)

What is the funding allocation for research into the seastar in 2003–2004.

(4)

What has been the allocation for research funding into the problem of the seastar on a per year
basis over the last four years.

ANSWER:
I am informed that:
The last published estimate of the number of northern Pacific seastars in Port Phillip Bay was made in Autumn
2001, and they were numbered in the millions. While a single dead adult seastar has been found at the Warneet
boat ramp there are no substantiated reports of the northern Pacific seastar’s presence in Western Port Bay.
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Victoria, in collaboration with marine industries and research providers, has allocated considerable funding to
tackle this marine pest.

Transport: South Yarra graffiti
352.

Mr MULDER to ask the Minister for the Transport with reference to the response to question 38
received on 8 May 2003 —
(1)

Why has M>Train or VicTrack still not removed the graffiti from South Yarra’s redundant signal
box at the Melbourne end of the South Yarra platforms.

(2)

What is meant by the words ‘promptly remove graffiti’.

ANSWER:
Obscene or offensive graffiti will be removed as soon as reasonably practicable.

Education and Training: Mansfield autistic centre travelling teacher service
358(b).

Mr PERTON to ask the Minister for Education and Training —
(1)

Have some families been on the early intervention waiting list for the Service for over two years.

(2)

What is the Government doing to eliminate waiting lists for these families in such a crucial time
for their children.

ANSWER:
I am informed as follows:
This question does not fall within my portfolio responsibilities and I believe it has also been directed to the Minister
for Education Services who will provide a response.

Education and Training: Mansfield autistic centre travelling teacher service
359(b).

Mr PERTON to ask the Minister for Education and Training —
Are there any plans for additional government support to employ more travelling teachers for the
Service to eliminate waiting lists, so families can expect the service they deserve and need for
immediate early intervention.

ANSWER:
I am informed as follows:
This question does not fall within my portfolio responsibilities and I believe it has also been directed to the Minister
for Education Services who will provide a response.

WorkCover: Shannon’s Way Pty Ltd
360(ap).

Ms Asher to ask the Minister for WorkCover —
(1)

What payments have been made to the company by the Minister’s Department or private office
since 27 March 2003.
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On what dates were the payments made.

(3)

Briefly describe the project for which payment was made.
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ANSWER:
I am informed that:
No payments have been made.

Community Services: autistic child parents/carers
362.

Mrs SHARDEY to ask the Minister for Community Services —
(1)

For each of 1999–2000, 2000–2001, 2001–2002 and 2002–2003 how many parents (or carers) of
autistic children have relinquished their children to the care of the Department of Human Services.

(2)

For each of 1999–2000, 2000–2001, 2001–2002 and 2002–2003 how many parents (or carers) of
autistic children have threatened the Department of Human Services with relinquishing their
children to the care of the Department.

ANSWER:
I am informed that:
(a)

Long term or permanent placements of children with a disability, including children with autism, are provided
through Community Care’s Adoption and Permanent Care and Shared Family Care programs and Disability
Services, Shared Supported Accommodation program.
In the time period 1999/2003 one (1) child has been identified with autism in a voluntary long-term out of
home care placement.

(b)

Data analysis to determine whether there have been any incidents of parents threatening to relinquish their
children with autism is unable to be determined from the Child Protection, Disability Services or Early
Childhood Intervention data systems.

Housing: home loan schemes
364.

Mrs SHARDEY to ask the Minister for Health for the Minister for Housing with reference to the
various State Home Loans (such as the HOLS and SHOS schemes) —
(1)

How many people still have loans with the Office of Housing.

(2)

How many people have taken advantage of the Government’s home loans offer since it was
introduced.

(3)

How many of the borrowers who still have loans with the Office of Housing are eligible for the
Government scheme.

ANSWER:
I am informed that:
(1)

The reference in the question to HOLS and SHOS schemes has been interpreted to mean that the question
related to the provision of long term home ownership loans.
Accordingly as at 31 October 2003 there are 5653 such loans and a further 450 SHOS arrangements which no
longer have a loan component.
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(2)

As at 31 October 2003, 281 people have taken advantage of assistance under the Home Loan Support
Package since it was introduced.

(3)

556 borrowers who still have loans with the Office of Housing have been identified as being potentially
eligible for assistance under the package.

Housing: Bendigo purchases
366.

Mrs SHARDEY to ask the Minister for Health for the Minister for Housing —
(1)

How many houses has the Government purchased in the Bendigo region for transitional housing
between December 1999 and October 2003.

(2)

What was the total cost of the houses purchased.

(3)

By suburb, what are the locations of the properties purchased.

(4)

What is the size of each property purchased.

ANSWER:
I am informed that:
(1)

A total of 22 houses/units were purchased in the Bendigo region for transitional housing between December
1999 and October 2003.

(2)

The total purchase price for the 22 transitional housing properties was $3,121,328.46.

(3)

The properties were purchased in the suburbs of Strathdale, Bendigo, Kangaroo Flat, Eaglehawk, Spring
Gully, Quarry Hill and Golden Square.

(4)

Seventeen of properties were 2 bedroom homes and five were 3 bedroom homes.

Housing: sales and acquisitions
367.

Mrs SHARDEY to ask the Minister for Health for the Minister for Housing —
(1)

How many houses has the Office of Housing sold in each of 1999–2000, 2000–2001, 2001–2002
and 2002–2003 respectively, by Department of Human Services region.

(2)

How many properties has the Office of Housing acquired in each of 1999–2000, 2000–2001,
2001–2002 and 2002–2003 respectively, by Department of Human Services region.

ANSWER:
I am informed that:
Details of the numbers of houses/units sold and acquired by the Office of Housing (OoH) by Department of Human
Services region in each of the financial years ending 30 June 1999 to 30 June 2003 are available from the annual
Summary of Housing Assistance Programs, available on the Department of Human Services web site at:
http://hnb.dhs.vic.gov.au/ooh/oohninte.nsf/frameset/Ooh?Opendocument
Note that the Summary of Housing Assistance Programs includes acquisition figures only for properties owned by
the Director of Housing. To understand total housing acquisitions for social housing, units leased by OOH and
utilised in public housing, as well as those units funded by OOH and owned and managed by community
organisations, should also be considered. Inclusive of these units, the table below outlines all OoH funded social
housing acquisitions between 1999–00 and 2002–03.
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Total Social Housing Acquisitions funded by OOH by Region (1999–2003).
Includes community owned and leased properties.
Region

1999–00*

2000–01*

2001–02

2002–03

117

39

60

179

Gippsland

80

53

28

60

Grampians

74

33

47

43

Hume

121

71

64

69

Loddon Mallee

199

126

103

133

Eastern Metro

238

201

176

217

Northern Metro

452

272

235

244

Southern Metro

462

411

607

421

Western Metro

494

320

341

247

2,250*

1,605*

1,661

1,613

Barwon South West

Total Acquisitions
*

Due to information systems limitations, units acquired by Common Equity Rental Coops and Joint Venture Partners in the years 1999–00
and 2000–01 cannot be broken down by region. The above total for these years therefore includes an additional 13 units for 1999–00 and
79 units for 2000–01, which are not included in the regional breakdown.

Transport: M>Train timetables
373.

Mr MULDER to ask the Minister for Transport —
(1)

When will M>Train next change its timetables on all its lines.

(2)

When will six carriage trains on the Upfield line be introduced.

(3)

Will the change to six carriage trains on the Upfield line be in peak hours only.

(4)

How many of M>Train’s six carriage sets are required to operate each of the current morning and
afternoon weekday peak services.

(5)

How many of each of Hitachi, Comeng and Siemens six carriage sets were in service with
M>Train on 5 November 2003.

ANSWER:
I am informed that:
(1)

M>Train plans to change its timetable in mid-2004.

(2) & (3)
6 carriage trains currently operate in peak periods on the Upfield line.
(4)

M>Train requires 68 six carriage sets to operate the weekday morning peak and 67 six carriage sets to
operate the weekday afternoon peak.

(5)

On 5 November 2003 M>Train had 24 Hitachi six carriage sets, 44 Comeng six carriage sets and 1 Siemens
six carriage set operating in service.
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Transport: fare increases
375.

Mr MULDER to ask the Minister for Transport —
(1)

Will fares increase in either December 2003 or January 2004.

(2)

What is the likely percentage increase.

ANSWER:
(1)

1 January 2004.

(2)

Metropolitan fares will increase by an average of 9.8% and V/Line fares in regional Victoria will increase by
an average of 2.7%.

Police and Emergency Services: Victoria Police performance measures
376.

Mr WELLS to ask the Minister for Police and Emergency Services — what are the targets for 2003–2004
for —
(1)

Police presence in the community listed by each of total number of patrol hours and total hours of
assistance to the community at police stations/work areas.

(2)

Community safety programs listed by total hours of police service.

(3)

Response readiness listed by total number of joint emergency response exercises conducted.

(4)

Response to incidents listed by number of calls for assistance to which a response was dispatched.

(5)

Investigation of crimes against the person listed by total hours of investigation.

(6)

Investigation of crimes against property listed by total hours of investigation.

(7)

Investigation of illegal drug activity listed by total hours of investigation.

(8)

Road safety strategies and awareness listed by each of total hours committed to road safety
strategies and awareness programs.

(9)

Road traffic law enforcement listed by total hours of operation.

(10) Managing people in custody listed by total hours of prisoner supervision.
ANSWER:
I am advised as follows:
As detailed in the 2003–2004 Budget Estimates, the 2002–2003 output structure for Victoria Police was revised in
line with the Chief Commissioner’s reform program (see pages 345–6). This program aims to increase
accountability for and better measurement of the levels of service provided by Victoria Police to the community.
Your question seeks the targets for 2002–2003 performance measures which were revised in the 2003–2004 Output
Structure for Victoria Police. For details I refer you to the 2003–2004 Budget Estimates Paper which outline the
targets for all 2003–2004 performance measures for Victoria Police.

Police and Emergency Services: gun buyback scheme
379.

Mr RYAN to ask the Minister for Police and Emergency Services —
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How many handguns have been surrendered.

(2)

What is the total cost of the buyback plan at this stage and how does this compare with
Government estimates.
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ANSWER:
I am advised by Victoria Police that:
(a)

up to 15 December 2003, a total of 17, 685 handguns have been surrendered;

(b)

up to 15 December 2003, the total cost of the handgun buyback is $19.8 million. This figure exceeds the
original estimate, which was determined on the basis that compensation would be paid for newly prohibited
handguns only. Following the formulation of this estimate, it was subsequently agreed by the Commonwealth
and all States and Territories that non-prohibited handguns would be the subject of compensation in the case
of handgun target shooters exiting the sport of handgun target shooting and also in the case of handgun
collectors unable or unwilling to comply with the new requirements for a category 2 firearms collectors
licence for the collection of handguns manufactured on or after 1 January 1947. This expansion in the scope
of the buyback significantly increased compensation and administration costs.

Transport: VicRoads traffic controllers
381.

Mr MULDER to ask the Minister for Transport with reference to VicRoads ‘traffic controllers’ (boxes)
that control signalised intersections —
(1)

Within how many days must reported graffiti be removed.

(2)

How many are located in each of VicRoads metropolitan south east, metropolitan north west,
eastern, north-eastern, south-western and western regional areas.

(3)

How many complaints were received about faults in each region’s signalised intersections in each
of October 2002 and October 2003.

(4)

What were the main categories, by number, about which complaints were concerned.

(5)

How many of the complaints in each of the above months included a name, address and telephone
contact number.

ANSWER:
I am informed as follows:
(1)

Graffiti is required to be removed within 24 hours of being reported if it is of an offensive nature to the
public. Other reported graffiti is generally removed within 5–7 working days of a request to have it removed.

(2)

The number of VicRoads traffic signal controllers that were located at signalised intersections in each region
as at 30 March 2004 was:
Region

Nos.

Metropolitan Southeast

834

Metropolitan Northwest

948

Eastern

34

North Eastern

32

South Western

112

Western

48
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Note that these figures do not include signals that are owned privately or by local councils.
(3)

VicRoads records details of jobs to be undertaken on all electrical roadside equipment, including traffic
signals. Jobs are created in many ways, most commonly:
–
Automatically through electronic detection systems,
–
Observation by VicRoads’ employees,
–
Scheduled preventative maintenance,
–
VicRoads employees responding to alerts from various sources such as the general public, local
councils, VicRoads contractors, the police and other transport authorities.

The total number of jobs for VicRoads signalised intersections during October 2002 and 2003 was:
Region

2003

2002

Metropolitan Southeast

744

819

Metropolitan Northwest

871

719

Eastern

11

21

North Eastern

24

28

South Western

116

113

Western

34

37

(4)

VicRoads recording system categorises jobs into a small number of generic categories, eg traffic signal
related, major signal fault, hardware failure, causing traffic delay, accident damage, graffiti, programmed
works, other damage (eg vandalism) and other (uncategorised). ‘Complaints’ is not a category that is used and
hence the requested information cannot be provided.

(5)

VicRoads only records a person’s contact details when the person requests a response. The information
recorded does not allow the requested information to be provided.

Transport: V/Line farebox revenue
382.

Mr MULDER to ask the Minister for Transport — What total V/Line farebox revenue in 2002–2003
was derived from sales of tickets that included a journey commencing, or terminating, at each of Nar
Nar Goon, Garfield, Tynong, Bunyip, Longwarry, Drouin, Warragul, Yarragon, Trafalgar, Moe,
Morwell and Traralgon.

ANSWER:
The information requested is not readily available and would require significant programming to provide it in the
format requested.

Education and Training: language instruction funding
383.

Mr THOMPSON to ask the Minister for Education and Training with reference to funding for
languages other than English (LOTE) as part of the formal curriculum and out of school hours
program — what has been the Government funding commitment for each of 1999–2000, 2000–2001,
2001–2002, 2002–2003 and 2003–2004.

ANSWER:
I am informed as follows:
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The provision of the information requested cannot be justified on the grounds that it would require an unreasonable
diversion of time and resources which are not available.

Transport: Dandenong line train cancellations
384.

Mr THOMPSON to ask the Minister for Transport with reference to train cancellations on the
Dandenong line and in particular the cancellation of the 10.00 pm city bound train from Oakleigh on
27 October 2003 — what have been the reasons for service cancellations.

ANSWER:
I am informed that:
The 10:00 pm city bound train from Oakleigh on 27 October 2003 was cancelled due to some of the passenger
windows were smashed out by vandals rendering the train unsafe for passenger travel. No other Dandenong line
trains were cancelled on 27 October 2003.

Premier: child migrants
387.

Mr THOMPSON to ask the Premier with reference to the Senate Community Affairs Committee’s
Report on child migrants, Lost Innocents: Righting the Record, and the recommendation that the
Victorian Government contributes to the fund which provides for former British and Maltese child
migrants wishing to visit their birthplaces —
(1)

What funding has the Government committed to assist former child migrants complete their
reunion visits to their country of origin in 2002–2003.

(2)

What plans does the Government have to commit funding pursuant to the Senate recommendation
in 2003–2004.

ANSWER:
I am informed that:
The Victorian Government has provided funding to the Child Migrant Trust for counselling and support services
for former child migrants. This included funding for preparation for reunions for people travelling back to their
country of origin and post-reunion counselling and debriefing.
By the end of the 2004 financial year, Victoria’s contribution to the Child Migrant Trust will have amounted to
$93,000.
The Victorian Government believes that migration is a Commonwealth responsibility and as such the
Commonwealth Government has a responsibility for ensuring adequate resources are provided for the continuation
of counselling, support services, records tracing and family reunification for former child migrants. This position
was endorsed by State and Territory Ministers of the Community and Disability Ministerial Advisory Council at
their meeting in March 2002.
Accordingly, the Victorian Government does not propose to provide additional specific funding to enable child
migrants to travel to their country of origin.

Transport: fare increases
389.

Mr MULDER to ask the Minister for Transport — what fare rises will apply from 1 January 2004
to —
(1)

Geelong urban bus services.

QUESTIONS ON NOTICE
272

ASSEMBLY

Tuesday, 24 August 2004

(2)

Bendigo urban bus services.

(3)

Ballarat urban bus services.

(4)

Latrobe Valley urban bus services, including services between Moe, Morwell, Traralgon,
Churchill and Yallourn.

(5)

Shepparton urban bus services.

(6)

Warrnambool urban bus services.

(7)

Each of V/Line rail and coach passenger services.

ANSWER:
Geelong Urban Bus Services (Geelong Transit System (GTS))
Bendigo Urban Bus Services (Bendigo Bus)
Ballarat Urban Bus Services (Ballarat Transit)
Adult
No Increase
Concession
No Increase
Latrobe Valley Urban Bus Services
(Valley Transit)
Intertown Section 2
Adult
Concession

3.03%
No Increase

Intertown Section 3

Adult
Concession

2.70%
No Increase

Town Plus Section 1

Adult
Concession

3.57%
No Increase

Town Plus Section 2

Adult
Concession

2.38%
No Increase

Town Plus Section 3

Adult
Concession

2.17%
No Increase

Shepparton Urban Bus Services (Shepparton Transit)
Warrnambool Urban Bus Services (Transit South West)
Adult
No Increase
Concession
No Increase
V/Line Services

Adult/Concession

Student Yearly/Half Yearly/Term Passes
for Geelong, Bendigo, Ballarat, Latrobe Valley,
Shepparton and Warrnambool

Weighted average of 2.7%
2.9%
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Police and Emergency Services: Victoria Police vehicle fleet
391.

Mr WELLS to ask the Minister for Police and Emergency Services — with reference to the Victoria
Police vehicle fleet as at 1 June 2000, 1 June 2001, 1 June 2002 and 1 June 2003 —
(1)

How many vehicles were ‘on loan’.

(2)

How many vehicles were deployed to Traffic Operations Group duties.

(3)

How many operational vehicles were deployed across Victoria.

ANSWER:
I am advised that:
The number of police vehicles does fluctuate from day to day. To answer the question in the format you have
requested requires considerable manual collation of data over a number of years.

Police and Emergency Services: Victoria Police maternity and paternity leave
392.

Mr WELLS to ask the Minister for Police and Emergency Services — with reference to Victoria
Police full-time or equivalent sworn members as at 1 June 2000, 1 June 2001, 1 June 2002 and 1 June
2003 —
(1)

How many were provided maternity leave.

(2)

What was the total equivalent number of hours of leave granted to members provided with
maternity leave.

(3)

How many were provided paternity leave.

(4)

What was the total equivalent number of hours of leave granted to members provided with
paternity leave.

ANSWER:
I am advised as follows:
(1)

64 police members were on maternity leave as at 29 May 2003.

(2)

Between 29 May 2002 and 28 May 2003, the total equivalent number of hours granted for maternity leave
was 16,511.69 hours paid, and 17,251.57 unpaid.

(3)

6 police members were on paternity leave as at 29 May 2003.

(4)

Between 29 May 2002 and 28 May 2003, the total equivalent number of hours granted for paternity leave was
136.80 paid, and 0 unpaid.

Treasurer: heads of duty revenue
393.

Mr CLARK to ask the Treasurer — what was the amount of revenue received in 2002–2003, and what
is the estimated amount of revenue to be received in 2003–2004 from each of the following heads of
duty —
(1)

Transfers of real property.

(2)

Declarations of trust.
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(3)

Public liability insurance policies.

(4)

Other non-life insurance policies.

(5)

Mortgages.

(6)

New motor vehicles.

(7)

Used motor vehicles.

(8)

Transport Accident Charge.

(9)

Hire of goods.
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(10) Temporary or term life insurance policies.
(11) Other life insurance policies.
(12) Sale of cattle.
(13) Sale of sheep and goats.
(14) Any other head of duty.
ANSWER:
I am informed that:
1.

The State Revenue Office does not require taxpayers to provide information to the level of detail requested by
Mr Clark. The collection of such detailed information would place excessive administrative burdens on
Victorian taxpayers.

2.

However I would direct the Honourable Member to information which is already publicly available.

3.

Details of the 2003–04 budget estimates are contained in the 2003–04 Budget paper No. 3 (pages 448–459)
and were updated in the 2003–04 Budget Update. Details of 2002–03 actual outcomes are provided in the
2002–03 Financial Report (in particular Table 1.4 on page 10).

Transport: Spencer Street station mural
394.

Mr THOMPSON to ask the Minister for Transport — what plans does the Government have to
relocate the heritage-listed mural by Harold Freedman and David Jack, from the Victorian State Studio,
which notes the significant transport modes of the first 100 years of settlement in Victoria to an
appropriate public place.

ANSWER:
I am informed as follows:
The State Government recognises that the Cavalcade of Transport mural is an important part of the history of
Victoria and as such it will be protected during and after the $700 million project to redevelop the Spencer Street
Station precinct.
The Project Brief for the redevelopment clearly states that any heritage sites within the precinct must be protected.
The Mural, which is classified by Heritage Victoria as a ‘Heritage Place’ and is legally protected under the Heritage
Act 1995, is part of that brief.
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Our private partner in the redevelopment, the Civic Nexus consortium, is currently working through the issues
associated with the Mural. Plans for its removal, cleaning, storage and relocation — in association with Heritage
Victoria and conservation experts — are well under way.
The State Government has agreed in principle with its private partners that the new location chosen for the mural
will be within the new retail precinct and will enable its long-term protection so that public access to it is
maintained.

Attorney-General: Chief Justice of Victoria
395.

Mr THOMPSON to ask the Attorney-General with reference to the recent appointment of the new
Chief Justice which followed a period of public advertising — how much money was spent advertising
the position in —
(1)

Victoria.

(2)

Tasmania.

(3)

South Australia.

(4)

Western Australia.

(5)

Northern Territory and the Australian Capital Territory.

(6)

Queensland.

(7)

New South Wales.

ANSWER:
I am informed that:
The cost of advertising for the position of Chief Justice, Supreme Court of Victoria was $11,545.34 expended as
follows:
1 advertisement in the Australian Financial Review — Friday 2/5/03 – $3,474.00
1 advertisement in the Australian — Saturday 3/5/03

– $4,412.48

1 advertisement in the Melbourne Age — Saturday 3/5/03

– $2,609.28

Plus GST

– $1,049.58

Total

$11,545.34

Education and Training: school services officers
397(b).

Mr PERTON to ask the Minister for Education and Training —
(1)

What percentage of SSO vacancies listed in the Education Times include contract positions which
are filled by the incumbent holder of the contract in the previous year.

(2)

What is the Minister’s response to the proposition put by an existing SSO that ‘SSOs who are in
excess and need to be redeployed, are required to ring around to establish whether listed vacancies
are ‘real’ jobs, go through the process of letter applications, multiple copies for panel members, go
through an interview, only to be given a predetermined and predictable result’.
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What is the Minister’s response to the proposition put by an existing SSO that ‘the minister
introduce a list of ‘real’ vacancies with many tagged ongoing to reduce the inefficiency of the
current system and improve morale and job prospects for SSOs in government schools’.

ANSWER:
I am informed as follows:
This question does not fall within my portfolio responsibilities and should be directed to the Minister for Education
Services.

Innovation: departmental advertising campaigns
399(b).

Mr KOTSIRAS to ask the Minister for Innovation —
What are the details of all advertising campaigns relating to the Minister’s department and each agency
and authority within the Minister’s administration, indicating the purpose and total costs of each
campaign since 1 January 2003.

ANSWER:
I am informed as follows:
There have been no advertising campaigns administered by the Department of Innovation, Industry and Regional
Development relating to my Innovation portfolio between 1 January 2003 and 2 March 2004 (the date the question
was asked).

Innovation: charter flight costs
400(a).

Mr KOTSIRAS to ask the Minister for Innovation —
Since 1 January 2003 to date, what are the details for all charter flights, including helicopters and light
planes, used by the Minister and/or the Minister’s office indicating for each —
(1)

Date.

(2)

Carrier.

(3)

Destination.

(4)

Cost.

(5)

Purpose.

ANSWER:
I am informed as follows:
There have been no charter flights used by myself or my office staff in relation to my Innovation portfolio or my
Office between 1 January 2003 and 2 March 2004 (the date the question was asked).

Multicultural Affairs: ethnic media advertising budget
403.

Mr KOTSIRAS to ask the Minister for Multicultural Affairs —
(1)

What percentage of their campaign advertising budget has each department and agency spent in
the ethnic media for 2000, 2001, 2002 and 2003.
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(2)

Which government departments and agencies have not met government guidelines relating to the
requirement to spend a minimum of 5 per cent of their advertising budget in ethnic media.

(3)

What action is the Government taking in relation to those departments and agencies that do not
spend the minimum amount of 5 per cent of their advertising budget in ethnic media.

ANSWER:
I am informed as follows:
(1)

Data on departmental expenditure in the ethnic media was not compiled prior to January 2001.
Department

(2)

2001

2002

2003

(%)

(%)

(%)

Department of Justice

6.8

9.2

10.9

Department of Infrastructure

3.1

1.1

1.8

Department of Industry, Innovation and Regional Development

1.7

3.3

2.9

Department of Primary Industries

N/A

N/A

12.6

Department of Premier & Cabinet

2.2

3.5

10.1

Department of Treasury & Finance

3.0

3.3

3.5

Department of Education and Training

3.7

5.4

3.3

Department of Human Services

7.8

5.8

4.3

Department of Sustainability and Environment (including
Department of Natural Resources and Environment)

2.2

3.2

4.9

Department for Victorian Communities (including Department
for Tourism, Sport and the Commonwealth Games)

N/A

3.5

10.2

Information on departments that have not met the target is contained in the above table.
It should be noted that the Government has made significant progress in achieving the target since coming to
office (in 1999, the overall level of spending in the ethnic media was approximately 2%).
In the last quarter of 2003, the overall level of campaign advertising expenditure in the ethnic media was
5.2%.

(3)

The Government has undertaken a number of initiatives that will facilitate the target’s achievement:
–
The redefinition of the Multicultural Communications Policy in 2002, which clarified departments’
responsibility to achieve the target;
–
The Multicultural Media Expo in March 2003, which highlighted the Government’s commitment to
communications with ethnic communities;
–
The recent Government Communications in a Multicultural World Seminar, held in March 2004, which
reinforced to government communications practitioners the importance of achieving the target; and
–
Ongoing liaison and consultation with all departments and agencies to ensure that the target is met.

Multicultural Affairs: initiatives
404.

Mr KOTSIRAS to ask the Minister for Multicultural Affairs —
(1)

How much did each department and agency spend on multicultural initiatives in 2002–2003.
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(2)

How much does each department and agency expect to spend on multicultural initiatives in
2003–2004.

(3)

Has there been an increase or decrease in spending in multicultural initiatives between 2002 and
2004.

ANSWER:
I am informed as follows:
Total spending on multicultural initiatives is not readily available as Departments fund initiatives through a range
of budget options including the incorporation of multicultural initiatives within broader policy and program
delivery. Departments have reported on their achievements in multicultural affairs within their respective Annual
Reports

State and Regional Development: Federation Square
406.

Ms ASHER to ask the Minister for State and Regional Development with reference to Federation
Square Management Pty Ltd —
(1)

On what date was the decision made to reclassify a $14.2 million loan to ‘forgiveness of debt’.

(2)

What were the reason/s for this decision being made.

ANSWER:
I am informed as follows:
(1)

The Treasurer’s approval to convert Federation Square Management Pty Ltd’s $14.2M repayable advance to
a grant was a contingency provision provided to the Project in March 2002. As identified in the Auditor
General’s 2002 Report, the conversion of the repayable advance was to be provided if and when the project
required the funding. This repayable advance was converted by the Treasurer in February 2003.

(2)

This decision was made following FSM’s advice to the State that, as a result of the
delay in the
completion of the remaining elements of the Square, the worst case contingency would be required.

Major Projects: Docklands film and television studios
407(b).

Ms ASHER to ask the Minister for Major Projects —
With reference to work undertaken since 4 December 2003 at the Studios —
(1)

What are the names of the consultants who undertook work in relation to the Studios.

(2)

Briefly describe the type of work undertaken.

(3)

What remuneration did the named consultants receive.

(4)

What dates was the work performed.

ANSWER:
I am informed as follows:
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WORK UNDERTAKEN BY CONSULTANTS FOR MAJOR PROJECTS VICTORIA
Consultant

Cost ($)
(Excluding
GST)

Coffey
Geosciences
Ove Arup
Parsons
Brinckerhoff

From

To

Services Provided

2,936.74 Dec 2003

Feb 2004

22,552.50 Dec 2003

Feb 2004

3,710.00 Dec 2003

Feb 2004

Environmental auditor
advice and services
during construction.
Design advice and
review services during
construction.
Environmental advice,
soil classification
assessment, report
revisions.

Police and Emergency Services: fixed traffic cameras
408.

Ms ASHER to ask the Minister for Police and Emergency Services with reference to the fixed camera
at the corner of Thomas Street and North Road, Brighton East —
(1)

What date was the camera installed.

(2)

How many fines have been issued.

ANSWER:
I have been advised that the digital speed red light camera system was installed at the intersection of Thomas Street
and North Road in July 2003.
The red light speed camera was undergoing rollout and testing when Poltech, provider of a third of the cameras,
went into administration late last year, affecting the commissioning of the cameras.
No infringements have been issued from the Thomas Street / North Road red light speed camera.

Premier: workplace bullying
411(a).

Mr MULDER to ask the Premier —
(1)

How many cases of bullying in the workplace have been reported to each department or agency
under the aegis of the Minister between 1 January 2003 and 31 December 2003.

(2)

How many of these claims resulted in WorkCover cases being established.

(3)

What was the total cost of these claims.

(4)

What has been the dollar increase in premiums for each individual department or agency due to
claims for bullying in the workplace.

ANSWER:
I am informed that:
1.

One case of bullying in the workplace has been reported between 1 January 2003 and 31 December 2003
from the agencies and department under my responsibility.
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This claim did not result in a WorkCover case being established.

3.

N/A

4.

N/A
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Agriculture: workplace bullying
411(b).

Mr MULDER to ask the Minister for Agriculture —
(1)

How many cases of bullying in the workplace have been reported to each department or agency
under the aegis of the Minister between 1 January 2003 and 31 December 2003.

(2)

How many of these claims resulted in WorkCover cases being established.

(3)

What was the total cost of these claims.

(4)

What has been the dollar increase in premiums for each individual department or agency due to
claims for bullying in the workplace.

ANSWER:
I am informed that:
(1)

From 1 January 2003 to 31 December 2003, two incidents relating directly to Workplace Bullying were
reported to the Department of Primary Industries (DPI).
No incidents have been reported from the portfolio agencies.

(2)

Of the incidents reported relating to the Department on Workplace Bullying, neither resulted in the
establishment of a WorkCover claim.

(3)

There was no financial cost incurred or time lost as a result of the incidents reported.

(4)

As no WorkCover claims were established as a result of Workplace Bullying during the 1 January 2003 to 31
December 2003 period, the amount of WorkCover Premium paid by the Department of Primary Industries or
the portfolio agencies has remained unaffected.

Resources: workplace bullying
411(c).

Mr MULDER to ask the Minister for Agriculture for the Minister for Resources —
(1)

How many cases of bullying in the workplace have been reported to each department or agency
under the aegis of the Minister between 1 January 2003 and 31 December 2003.

(2)

How many of these claims resulted in WorkCover cases being established.

(3)

What was the total cost of these claims.

(4)

What has been the dollar increase in premiums for each individual department or agency due to
claims for bullying in the workplace.

ANSWER:
I am informed that:
(1)

From 1 January 2003 to 31 December 2003, two incidents relating directly to Workplace Bullying were
reported to Department of Primary Industries (DPI).
No incidents have been reported from the portfolio agencies.
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(2)

Of the incidents reported relating to Workplace Bullying, neither resulted in the establishment of a
WorkCover claim.

(3)

There was no financial cost incurred or time lost as a result of the incidents reported.

(4)

As no WorkCover claims were established as a result of Workplace Bullying during the 1 January 2003 to 31
December 2003 period, the amount of WorkCover Premium paid by the Department of Primary Industries or
the portfolio agencies has remained unaffected.

Arts: workplace bullying
411(d).

Mr MULDER to ask the Minister for the Arts —
(1)

How many cases of bullying in the workplace have been reported to each department or agency
under the aegis of the Minister between 1 January 2003 and 31 December 2003.

(2)

How many of these claims resulted in WorkCover cases being established.

(3)

What was the total cost of these claims.

(4)

What has been the dollar increase in premiums for each individual department or agency due to
claims for bullying in the workplace.

ANSWER:
I am informed that/as follows:
There have been no cases of bullying in the workplace at Arts Victoria or any agency under my responsibility that
have resulted in WorkCover cases being established between 1 January 2003 and 31 December 2003.

Consumer Affairs: workplace bullying
411(f).

Mr MULDER to ask the Attorney-General for the Minister for Consumer Affairs —
(1)

How many cases of bullying in the workplace have been reported to each department or agency
under the aegis of the Minister between 1 January 2003 and 31 December 2003.

(2)

How many of these claims resulted in WorkCover cases being established.

(3)

What was the total cost of these claims.

(4)

What has been the dollar increase in premiums for each individual department or agency due to
claims for bullying in the workplace.

ANSWER:
I am informed that:
(1)

There have been 5 cases of bullying formally lodged with the Department of Justice between 1 January 2003
and 31 December 2003. To conduct a search of all statutory bodies under my administration would be an
unreasonable diversion of my department’s resources.

(2)

None of the cases reported to the department resulted in the lodgment of a WorkCover claim.

(3)

N/A

(4)

N/A
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Community Services: workplace bullying
411(g).

Mr MULDER to ask the Minister for Community Services —
(1)

How many cases of bullying in the workplace have been reported to each department or agency
under the aegis of the Minister between 1 January 2003 and 31 December 2003.

(2)

How many of these claims resulted in WorkCover cases being established.

(3)

What was the total cost of these claims.

(4)

What has been the dollar increase in premiums for each individual department or agency due to
claims for bullying in the workplace.

ANSWER:
Due to the broad nature of the question, the research required to provide a response would place an unreasonable
burden on the time and resources of the Department of Human Services.

Corrections: workplace bullying
411(h).

Mr MULDER to ask the Minister for Corrections —
(1)

How many cases of bullying in the workplace have been reported to each department or agency
under the aegis of the Minister between 1 January 2003 and 31 December 2003.

(2)

How many of these claims resulted in WorkCover cases being established.

(3)

What was the total cost of these claims.

(4)

What has been the dollar increase in premiums for each individual department or agency due to
claims for bullying in the workplace.

ANSWER:
I am advised that
(1)

There have been 5 cases of bullying formally lodged with the Department of Justice between 1 January 2003
and 31 December 2003. To conduct a search of all statutory bodies under my administration would be an
unreasonable diversion of my department’s resources.

(2)

None of the cases reported to the department resulted in the lodgment of a WorkCover claim.

(3)

N/A

(4)

N/A

Education and Training: workplace bullying
411(j).

Mr MULDER to ask the Minister for Education and Training —
(1)

How many cases of bullying in the workplace have been reported to each department or agency
under the aegis of the Minister between 1 January 2003 and 31 December 2003.

(2)

How many of these claims resulted in WorkCover cases being established.

(3)

What was the total cost of these claims.
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What has been the dollar increase in premiums for each individual department or agency due to
claims for bullying in the workplace.

ANSWER:
I am informed as follows:
This question does not fall within my portfolio responsibilities and should be directed to the Minister for Education
Services.

Employment and Youth Affairs: workplace bullying
411(k).

Mr MULDER to ask the Minister for Employment and Youth Affairs —
(1)

How many cases of bullying in the workplace have been reported to each department or agency
under the aegis of the Minister between 1 January 2003 and 31 December 2003.

(2)

How many of these claims resulted in WorkCover cases being established.

(3)

What was the total cost of these claims.

(4)

What has been the dollar increase in premiums for each individual department or agency due to
claims for bullying in the workplace.

ANSWER:
I am informed as follows:
The answer is Nil.

Aboriginal Affairs: workplace bullying
411(m).

Mr MULDER to ask the Minister for Environment for the Minister for Aboriginal Affairs —
(1)

How many cases of bullying in the workplace have been reported to each department or agency
under the aegis of the Minister between 1 January 2003 and 31 December 2003.

(2)

How many of these claims resulted in WorkCover cases being established.

(3)

What was the total cost of these claims.

(4)

What has been the dollar increase in premiums for each individual department or agency due to
claims for bullying in the workplace.

ANSWER:
I am informed as follows:
The answer is Nil.

Commonwealth Games: workplace bullying
411(n).

Mr MULDER to ask the Minister for Environment for the Minister for Commonwealth Games —
(1)

How many cases of bullying in the workplace have been reported to each department or agency
under the aegis of the Minister between 1 January 2003 and 31 December 2003.
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(2)

How many of these claims resulted in WorkCover cases being established.

(3)

What was the total cost of these claims.

(4)

What has been the dollar increase in premiums for each individual department or agency due to
claims for bullying in the workplace.

ANSWER:
I am informed as follows:
The answer is Nil.

Local Government: workplace bullying
411(o).

Mr MULDER to ask the Minister for Environment for the Minister for Local Government —
(1)

How many cases of bullying in the workplace have been reported to each department or agency
under the aegis of the Minister between 1 January 2003 and 31 December 2003.

(2)

How many of these claims resulted in WorkCover cases being established.

(3)

What was the total cost of these claims.

(4)

What has been the dollar increase in premiums for each individual department or agency due to
claims for bullying in the workplace.

ANSWER:
I am informed as follows:
The answer is Nil.

Sport and Recreation: workplace bullying
411(p).

Mr MULDER to ask the Minister for Environment for the Minister for Sport and Recreation —
(1)

How many cases of bullying in the workplace have been reported to each department or agency
under the aegis of the Minister between 1 January 2003 and 31 December 2003.

(2)

How many of these claims resulted in WorkCover cases being established.

(3)

What was the total cost of these claims.

(4)

What has been the dollar increase in premiums for each individual department or agency due to
claims for bullying in the workplace.

ANSWER:
I am informed as follows:
The answer is Nil.

Financial Services Industry: workplace bullying
411(q).

Mr MULDER to ask the Minister for Financial Services Industry —
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(1)

How many cases of bullying in the workplace have been reported to each department or agency
under the aegis of the Minister between 1 January 2003 and 31 December 2003.

(2)

How many of these claims resulted in WorkCover cases being established.

(3)

What was the total cost of these claims.

(4)

What has been the dollar increase in premiums for each individual department or agency due to
claims for bullying in the workplace.
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ANSWER:
I am informed as follows:
(1)

Three cases were reported to the Department of Innovation, Industry and Regional Development between 1
January 2003 and 31 December 2003.

(2)

All three cases were successfully mediated and required no recourse to formal notification.

(3)

Nil

(4)

Nil

Gaming: workplace bullying
411(r).

Mr MULDER to ask the Minister for Gaming —
(1)

How many cases of bullying in the workplace have been reported to each department or agency
under the aegis of the Minister between 1 January 2003 and 31 December 2003.

(2)

How many of these claims resulted in WorkCover cases being established.

(3)

What was the total cost of these claims.

(4)

What has been the dollar increase in premiums for each individual department or agency due to
claims for bullying in the workplace.

ANSWER:
I am advised that:
1.

There have been 5 cases of bullying formally lodged with the Department of Justice between 1 January 2003
and 31 December 2003. To conduct a search of all statutory bodies under my administration would be an
unreasonable diversion of my department’s resources.

2.

None of the cases reported to the department resulted in the lodgment of a WorkCover claim.

3.

N/A

4.

N/A

Health: workplace bullying
411(s).

Mr MULDER to ask the Minister for Health —
(1)

How many cases of bullying in the workplace have been reported to each department or agency
under the aegis of the Minister between 1 January 2003 and 31 December 2003.
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(2)

How many of these claims resulted in WorkCover cases being established.

(3)

What was the total cost of these claims.

(4)

What has been the dollar increase in premiums for each individual department or agency due to
claims for bullying in the workplace.

ANSWER:
Due to the broad nature of the question, the research required to provide a response would place an unreasonable
burden on the time and resources of the Department of Human Services.

Aged Care: workplace bullying
411(t).

Mr MULDER to ask the Minister for Health for the Minister for Aged Care —
(1)

How many cases of bullying in the workplace have been reported to each department or agency
under the aegis of the Minister between 1 January 2003 and 31 December 2003.

(2)

How many of these claims resulted in WorkCover cases being established.

(3)

What was the total cost of these claims.

(4)

What has been the dollar increase in premiums for each individual department or agency due to
claims for bullying in the workplace.

ANSWER:
Due to the broad nature of the question, the research required to provide a response would place an unreasonable
burden on the time and resources of the Department of Human Services.

Housing: workplace bullying
411(u).

Mr MULDER to ask the Minister for Health for the Minister for Housing —
(1)

How many cases of bullying in the workplace have been reported to each department or agency
under the aegis of the Minister between 1 January 2003 and 31 December 2003.

(2)

How many of these claims resulted in WorkCover cases being established.

(3)

What was the total cost of these claims.

(4)

What has been the dollar increase in premiums for each individual department or agency due to
claims for bullying in the workplace.

ANSWER:
Due to the broad nature of the question, the research required to provide a response would place an unreasonable
burden on the time and resources of the Department of Human Services.

Industrial Relations: workplace bullying
411(v).

Mr MULDER to ask the Minister for Industrial Relations —
(1)

How many cases of bullying in the workplace have been reported to each department or agency
under the aegis of the Minister between 1 January 2003 and 31 December 2003.
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(2)

How many of these claims resulted in WorkCover cases being established.

(3)

What was the total cost of these claims.

(4)

What has been the dollar increase in premiums for each individual department or agency due to
claims for bullying in the workplace.
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ANSWER:
I am informed as follows:
(1)

Three cases were reported to the Department of Innovation, Industry and Regional Development between 1
January 2003 and 31 December 2003.

(2)

All three cases were successfully mediated and required no recourse to formal notification.

(3)

Nil

(4)

Nil

Innovation: workplace bullying
411(w).

Mr MULDER to ask the Minister for Innovation —
(1)

How many cases of bullying in the workplace have been reported to each department or agency
under the aegis of the Minister between 1 January 2003 and 31 December 2003.

(2)

How many of these claims resulted in WorkCover cases being established.

(3)

What was the total cost of these claims.

(4)

What has been the dollar increase in premiums for each individual department or agency due to
claims for bullying in the workplace.

ANSWER:
I am informed as follows:
(1)

Three cases were reported to the Department of Innovation, Industry and Regional Development between 1
January 2003 and 31 December 2003.

(2)

All three cases were successfully mediated and required no recourse to formal notification.

(3)

Nil

(4)

Nil

Manufacturing and Export: workplace bullying
411(y).

Mr MULDER to ask the Minister for Manufacturing and Export —
(1)

How many cases of bullying in the workplace have been reported to each department or agency
under the aegis of the Minister between 1 January 2003 and 31 December 2003.

(2)

How many of these claims resulted in WorkCover cases being established.

(3)

What was the total cost of these claims.
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What has been the dollar increase in premiums for each individual department or agency due to
claims for bullying in the workplace.

ANSWER:
I am informed as follows:
(1)

Three cases were reported to the Department of Innovation, Industry and Regional Development between 1
January 2003 and 31 December 2003.

(2)

All three cases were successfully mediated and required no recourse to formal notification.

(3)

Nil

(4)

Nil

Multicultural Affairs: workplace bullying
411(z).

Mr MULDER to ask the Minister for Multicultural Affairs —
(1)

How many cases of bullying in the workplace have been reported to each department or agency
under the aegis of the Minister between 1 January 2003 and 31 December 2003.

(2)

How many of these claims resulted in WorkCover cases being established.

(3)

What was the total cost of these claims.

(4)

What has been the dollar increase in premiums for each individual department or agency due to
claims for bullying in the workplace.

ANSWER:
I am informed as follows:
The answer is Nil.

Police and Emergency Services: workplace bullying
411(ab).

Mr MULDER to ask the Minister for Police and Emergency Services —
(1)

How many cases of bullying in the workplace have been reported to each department or agency
under the aegis of the Minister between 1 January 2003 and 31 December 2003.

(2)

How many of these claims resulted in WorkCover cases being established.

(3)

What was the total cost of these claims.

(4)

What has been the dollar increase in premiums for each individual department or agency due to
claims for bullying in the workplace.

ANSWER:
I am advised that:
(1)

There have been 5 cases of bullying formally lodged with the Department of Justice between 1 January 2003
and 31 December 2003. To conduct a search of all statutory bodies under my administration would be an
unreasonable diversion of my department’s resources.
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(2)

None of the cases reported to the department resulted in the lodgment of a WorkCover claim.

(3)

N/A

(4)

N/A
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Racing: workplace bullying
411(ac).

Mr MULDER to ask the Minister for Racing —
(1)

How many cases of bullying in the workplace have been reported to each department or agency
under the aegis of the Minister between 1 January 2003 and 31 December 2003.

(2)

How many of these claims resulted in WorkCover cases being established.

(3)

What was the total cost of these claims.

(4)

What has been the dollar increase in premiums for each individual department or agency due to
claims for bullying in the workplace.

ANSWER:
I am advised that:
1.

There have been 5 cases of bullying formally lodged with the Department of Justice between 1 January 2003
and 31 December 2003. To conduct a search of all statutory bodies under my administration would be an
unreasonable diversion of my department’s resources.

2.

None of the cases reported to the department resulted in the lodgment of a WorkCover claim.

3.

N/A

4.

N/A

State and Regional Development: workplace bullying
411(ad).

Mr MULDER to ask the Minister for State and Regional Development —
(1)

How many cases of bullying in the workplace have been reported to each department or agency
under the aegis of the Minister between 1 January 2003 and 31 December 2003.

(2)

How many of these claims resulted in WorkCover cases being established.

(3)

What was the total cost of these claims.

(4)

What has been the dollar increase in premiums for each individual department or agency due to
claims for bullying in the workplace.

ANSWER:
I am informed as follows:
(1)

Three cases were reported to the Department of Innovation, Industry and Regional Development between 1
January 2003 and 31 December 2003.

(2)

All three cases were successfully mediated and required no recourse to formal notification.
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Nil

(4)

Nil
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Tourism: workplace bullying
411(ae).

Mr MULDER to ask the Minister for Tourism —
(1)

How many cases of bullying in the workplace have been reported to each department or agency
under the aegis of the Minister between 1 January 2003 and 31 December 2003.

(2)

How many of these claims resulted in WorkCover cases being established.

(3)

What was the total cost of these claims.

(4)

What has been the dollar increase in premiums for each individual department or agency due to
claims for bullying in the workplace.

ANSWER:
I am informed as follows:
(1)

Three cases were reported to the Department of Innovation, Industry and Regional Development between 1
January 2003 and 31 December 2003.

(2)

All three cases were successfully mediated and required no recourse to formal notification.

(3)

Nil

(4)

Nil

Treasurer: workplace bullying
411(ah).

Mr MULDER to ask the Treasurer —
(1)

How many cases of bullying in the workplace have been reported to each department or agency
under the aegis of the Minister between 1 January 2003 and 31 December 2003.

(2)

How many of these claims resulted in WorkCover cases being established.

(3)

What was the total cost of these claims.

(4)

What has been the dollar increase in premiums for each individual department or agency due to
claims for bullying in the workplace.

ANSWER:
I am informed that:
1)

For the Department of Treasury and Finance and its direct agencies which are the State Revenue Office and
the Essential Services Commission, there has been one case reported in the time period referred to. In relation
to the other Department of Treasury and Finance agencies the amount of work required to collate this
information would impose an excessive burden on the resources of my Department.

2)

Nil
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4)

Nil
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Finance: workplace bullying
411(ai).

Mr MULDER to ask the Treasurer for the Minister for Finance —
(1)

How many cases of bullying in the workplace have been reported to each department or agency
under the aegis of the Minister between 1 January 2003 and 31 December 2003.

(2)

How many of these claims resulted in WorkCover cases being established.

(3)

What was the total cost of these claims.

(4)

What has been the dollar increase in premiums for each individual department or agency due to
claims for bullying in the workplace.

ANSWER:
I am informed that:
1)

For the Department of Treasury and Finance and its direct agencies which are the State Revenue Office and
the Essential Services Commission, there has been one case reported in the time period referred to. In relation
to the other Department of Treasury and Finance agencies the amount of work required to collate this
information would impose an excessive burden on the resources of my Department.

2)

Nil

3)

Nil

4)

Nil

Victorian Communities: workplace bullying
411(al).

Mr MULDER to ask the Minister for Victorian Communities —
(1)

How many cases of bullying in the workplace have been reported to each department or agency
under the aegis of the Minister between 1 January 2003 and 31 December 2003.

(2)

How many of these claims resulted in WorkCover cases being established.

(3)

What was the total cost of these claims.

(4)

What has been the dollar increase in premiums for each individual department or agency due to
claims for bullying in the workplace.

ANSWER:
I am informed as follows:
The answer is Nil.

Women’s Affairs: workplace bullying
411(an).

Mr MULDER to ask the Minister for Women’s Affairs —
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(1)

How many cases of bullying in the workplace have been reported to each department or agency
under the aegis of the Minister between 1 January 2003 and 31 December 2003.

(2)

How many of these claims resulted in WorkCover cases being established.

(3)

What was the total cost of these claims.

(4)

What has been the dollar increase in premiums for each individual department or agency due to
claims for bullying in the workplace.

ANSWER:
I am informed as follows:
The answer is Nil.

Multicultural Affairs: workplace bullying
411(ap).

Mr MULDER to ask the Minister assisting the Premier on Multicultural Affairs —
(1)

How many cases of bullying in the workplace have been reported to each department or agency
under the aegis of the Minister between 1 January 2003 and 31 December 2003.

(2)

How many of these claims resulted in WorkCover cases being established.

(3)

What was the total cost of these claims.

(4)

What has been the dollar increase in premiums for each individual department or agency due to
claims for bullying in the workplace.

ANSWER:
I am informed as follows:
The answer is Nil.

Health: Central Health Interpreter Service
415.

Mr THOMPSON to ask the Minister for Health with reference to the proposed closure of the Central
Health Interpreter Service — what formal consultation took place with —
(1)

Representatives from the Ethnic Communities Council of Victoria.

(2)

Representatives of the Victorian Multicultural Commission.

(3)

Professional representatives of the Australian Institute of Interpreters and Translators.

(4)

Representatives of the Ethnic Community Organisation in Victoria.

(5)

The Office of the Premier or the Office of the Minister assisting the Premier on Multicultural
Affairs.

(6)

Rural and regional health network administrators and medical practitioners.

ANSWER:
I am informed that:
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(1)–(6)
Following the Central Health Interpreter Service Committee of Management’s decision to close the
organisation, the Department of Human Services advised all appropriate organisations.

Health: rural and regional interpreter services
417.

Mr THOMPSON to ask the Minister for Health with reference to the provision of interpreter services
for migrant Victorians in rural and regional Victorian health networks and the pending closure of the
Central Health Interpreter Service on 26 March 2004, a service which has been funded by the
Department of Human Services for over 23 years —
(1)

What guarantee does the Government give that only National Accreditation Authority for
Translators and Interpreters Level 3 health specialist interpreter services will be available in rural
and regional Victoria on an ongoing basis.

(2)

Whether rural and regional hospitals have been informed of any interim procedures which will
allow for the continuing delivery of services at the same level of health specialist expertise.

ANSWER:
I am informed that:
(1)

It is Government policy that interpreters and translators be professionally accredited. The Victorian
Government’s guide to Improving the Use of Translating and Interpreting Services, released in 2003, requires
use of NAATI-accredited professional interpreters and translators.

(2)

Hospitals in rural and regional Victoria have been advised by the Department of Human Services of interim
arrangements following the closure of CHIS on 26 March 2004. Funding previously allocated to CHIS to the
end of the 2003–04 financial year is being redirected to a number of rural and regional hospitals to enable
them to purchase services directly for their patients. A number of smaller use hospitals will have access to a
VITS LanguageLink credit line enabling them to access interpreters for their patients. Most interpreters
working on a casual basis for CHIS are also contracted by VITS and other language service providers, or will
have the option to do so in the future.

Health: Central Health Interpreter Service
418.

Mr THOMPSON to ask the Minister for Health — what guarantees and accountability measures are in
place to ensure that the distribution of the $1.8 million currently funding the Central Health Interpreter
Service will be spent in the delivery of interpreter services by health networks.

ANSWER:
I am informed that:
Reporting will be through Funding and Service Agreements.

Planning: Melbourne 2030
419.

Mr BAILLIEU to ask the Minister for Planning — how many submissions on the implementation of
Melbourne 2030 supported the changes to the Urban Growth Boundary in the Lyndhurst Area, in
accordance with the Government’s decision as introduced in November 2003, and from whom were
those submissions received.

ANSWER:
I am informed that:
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Because of privacy legislation I am not able to release details of the names of individuals who made submissions.

Planning: Year of the Built Environment
420.

Mr BAILLIEU to ask the Minister for Planning — What is the total amount of funding dedicated to
the Year of the Built Environment.

ANSWER:
I am informed that:
The Building Commission is providing support to the Year of the Built Environment by managing the State
Secretariat for Victoria.

Planning: registered roof-fixing plumbers
422.

Mr BAILLIEU to ask the Minister for Planning — How many applications to become a registered
roof-fixing plumber were approved by the Plumbing Industry Commission during the limited period of
time in December 2003 and January 2004 when the Commission determined to allow applications by
any person regardless of the length of time they have been doing such work.

ANSWER:
I am informed that:
Any such action would be contrary to Division 3 of Part 12A of the Building Act 1993.

Education and Training: flame-retardant curtains and internal fittings
425(b).

Mr PERTON to ask the Minister for Education and Training — How many schools are fitted out with
flame retardant curtains and internal fittings as required under the Uniform Building Code of Australia
in each of:
(1)

State primary schools.

(2)

State secondary schools.

(3)

Catholic schools.

(4)

Independent schools.

ANSWER:
I am informed as follows:
This question does not fall within my portfolio responsibilities and should be directed to the Minister for Education
Services.

Transport: Box Hill bus terminal
428.

Mr MULDER to ask the Minister for Transport with reference to the Box Hill bus terminal above
Centro Box Hill —
(1)

How often is the terminal cleaned.
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(2)

Will the timetables missing from the cases relating to National Bus routes 284 and 315 be
replaced at these locations and, if so, when.

(3)

How many outbound journeys are made by passengers joining at the terminal on a typical
weekday when school terms and university semesters are under way.
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ANSWER:
I am informed as follows:
(1)

The Box Hill Bus Terminal is cleaned twice daily.

(2)

The Department of Infrastructure has directed the National Bus Company to upgrade the timetable case
information at its bus stop which serves Routes 284 and 315.

(3)

It is estimated that around 25,000 customers use the bus terminal on weekdays. Specific information on
outbound journeys is unavailable.

Transport: M>Train cancellations
429.

Mr MULDER to ask the Minister for Transport with reference to trains operated by M>Train —
(1)

How many M>Train services were cancelled on each line operated by M>Train on —
(a)

Monday 29 March 2004;

(b)

Tuesday 30 March 2004.

(2)

What time was each service scheduled to depart Flinders Street Station and to which destination.

(3)

What was the reason for each cancellation.

ANSWER:
I am informed as follows:
Detailed information on the performance of Victoria’s public transport services is available in Track Record, a
quarterly Bracks Government report which is available online at www.doi.vic.gov.au.

Education and Training: Brighton electorate — schools
433.

Ms ASHER to ask the Minister for Education and Training —
(1)

(2)

What is/will be the amount of recurrent expenditure and any other annual or one-off grants in
2003–2004 for —
(a)

Brighton Primary School; and

(b)

Brighton Secondary College.

What funds have been/will be directed in 2003–2004 to —
(a)

St Leonard’s College, East Brighton;

(b)

Star of the Sea College, Gardenvale; and

(c)

Haileybury College, East Brighton.
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ANSWER:
I am informed as follows:
Funds for recurrent expenditure in State schools are primarily allocated through the School Global Budget on a
school-year basis, rather than financial year. In 2004 the School Global Budget for Brighton Primary School is
$3,235,041. For Brighton Secondary College the School Global Budget is $5,853,029.
St Leonard’s College, East **Star of the Sea College,
Brighton
Gardenvale

Haileybury College,
East Brighton

State Recurrent Grant

$738,453.93

$1,471,036.60

$135,989.70

Education Allowance

N/A

$53,847.50

N/A

*Education Maintenance
Allowance (EMA)

$1,045.63

$5,613.38

$2,882.91

Supplementation

N/A

$1,567.50

N/A

Total

$739,499.56

$1,532,064.98

$138,872.61

State Funding

(includes all campuses)

(includes all
campuses).

*All figures except EMA data include 10% GST;
**Star of the Sea College is a Catholic school. All Catholic schools are funded at Education Resource Index (ERI)
Category 11. Funding for Catholic schools is aggregated and directed to the Catholic Education Commission of
Victoria (CECV) for distribution.

Treasurer: Federation Square
435.

Ms ASHER to ask the Treasurer —
(1)

On what date was the decision made to reclassify a $14.2 million loan to ‘forgiveness of debt’.

(2)

What were the reasons for this decision being made.

ANSWER:
I am informed that:
(1)

The Treasurer’s approval to convert Federation Square Management Pty Ltd’s $14.2M repayable advance to
a grant was a contingency provision provided to the Project in March 2002. As identified in the Auditor
General’s 2002 Report, the conversion of the repayable advance was to be provided if and when the project
required the funding. This repayable advance was converted by the Treasurer in February 2003.

(2)

This decision was made following FSM’s advice to the State that, as a result of the delay in the completion of
the remaining elements of the Square, the worst case contingency would be required.

Transport: redundant tram drivers
442.

Mr MULDER to ask the Minister for Transport —
(1)

When will all former M>Tram and Yarra Trams tram drivers recently forced into redundancy as a
result of Yarra Trams commencing to operate all of Melbourne’s tram network be paid their full
entitlements.
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(2)

Have some drivers who have returned all M>Tram keys and property issued to them still not
received their entitlements a week after returning the keys and property.

(3)

What is the total amount owing to former M>Tram drivers made redundant.
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ANSWER:
I am informed as follows:
(1)

Redundancy payments have been made to all drivers.

(2)

No

(3)

No payments are owing.

Transport: Frankston line train cancellations
444.

Mr MULDER to ask the Minister for Transport —
(1)

How many M>Train (or from 18 April 2004, Connex) services scheduled to run express between
Cheltenham and Caulfield, or Caulfield and Cheltenham, have been cancelled on each weekday
between 29 March 2004 and 21 April 2004 inclusive.

(2)

What time and date was each cancelled service timetabled to depart either Cheltenham (for an ‘up’
service) or Caulfield (for a ‘down’ service).

(3)

Have any ‘stopping all stations’ services on the Frankston line exceeded 800 passengers on board
at any one station as a result of these cancellations.

ANSWER:
I am informed as follows:
Detailed information on the performance of Victoria’s public transport services is available in Track Record, a
quarterly Bracks Government report which is available online at www.doi.vic.gov.au.

Transport: Sandringham line train cancellations
445.

Mr MULDER to ask the Minister for Transport —
(1)

How many M>Train (or from 18 April 2004, Connex) services have been cancelled on the
Sandringham line on each weekday between 29 March 2004 and 21 April 2004 inclusive.

(2)

What time and date was each cancelled service scheduled to depart either Flinders Street (for a
‘down’ service) or Sandringham (for an ‘up’ service).

(3)

Have inbound passengers in the morning peak hour routinely been unable to board the next train
at stations like Prahran as a result of such cancellations.

ANSWER:
I am informed as follows:
Detailed information on the performance of Victoria’s public transport services is available in Track Record, a
quarterly Bracks Government report which is available online at www.doi.vic.gov.au.
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Transport: Dandenong, Pakenham and Cranbourne cancellations
446.

Mr MULDER to ask the Minister for Transport —
(1)

How many M>Train (or from 18 April 2004, Connex) services have been cancelled on the
Dandenong, Pakenham and Cranbourne lines on each weekday between 29 March 2004 and 21
April 2004 inclusive.

(2)

What time and date was each cancelled service scheduled to depart either Flinders Street (for a
‘down’ service) or Pakenham, Cranbourne or Dandenong (for an ‘up’ service).

ANSWER:
I am informed as follows:
Detailed information on the performance of Victoria’s public transport services is available in Track Record, a
quarterly Bracks Government report which available online at www.doi.vic.gov.au.

Transport: concrete sleepers
447.

Mr MULDER to ask the Minister for Transport —
(1)

What is the manufacturing cost of 160,000 broad gauge only concrete sleepers as used on the
Bendigo upgrade.

(2)

What is the estimated manufacturing cost of 160,000 gauge convertible concrete sleepers.

ANSWER:
I am informed as follows:
(1)

The manufacturing cost of the 160,000 broad gauge sleepers for the Bendigo Regional Fast Rail upgrade is
not known by the State, as the contractor, Regional Rail Link, is the procurer of the sleepers.
The State awarded a $200m contract to Regional Rail Link to complete the upgrade of the Bendigo line on its
behalf and it would not be in the commercial interests of the contractor to reveal such a figure to the State.

(2)

As the Government does not manufacture concrete sleepers, and is not installing sleepers of this type for
Regional Fast Rail, estimated manufacturing costs for 160,000 gauge convertible concrete sleepers are best
sought from a sleeper manufacturer.

Transport: heritage road overbridges
450.

Mr MULDER to ask the Minister for Transport — with reference to the Bendigo Line Fast Rail
Project ‘Fact Sheet’ (November 2003) and Regional Fast Rail Passenger Information Bulletin (February
2004), which both state that there are 28 narrow heritage road overbridges between Kyneton and
Bendigo — what are the road names and locations of the seven narrow heritage road overbridges not
shown in the Department of Infrastructure drawing No 214 11-004-01-043 which lists only the
following 21 narrow heritage road overbridges — Harpers Lane, Flynn’s Lane, Lasslett Street,
Daylesford–Malmsbury Road, Boundary Road, Unnamed Road 105.737 km, Conlans Road, Railway
Street (111.297 km), Railway Dam Road, Tunnel Hill Road, Railway Street (120.056 km), Eureka
Street, Hitchcock Street, Ross Drive, Sawmill Road, Gaaschs Road, Old Calder Highway, Beilharz
Road, Phillis Street, Hunter Street and Thistle Street.

ANSWER:
I am informed as follows:
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(1)

Calder Highway

(2)

Porcupine Bend Bridge

(3)

Ham Street Bridge

(4)

Myrtle Street Bridge

(5)

Mitchell Street Bridge

(6)

Elphinstone Tunnel

(7)

Big Hill Tunnel
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Transport: Sandringham line train cancellations
452.

Mr THOMPSON to ask the Minister for Transport with reference to the frequency of train services on
the Sandringham line —
(1)

What have been the number, and times, of train services disrupted or cancelled on weekdays
between Sandringham and the city on a weekday basis between 1 March 2004 and 21 April 2004
inclusive.

(2)

What have been the reasons for such disruptions and cancellations.

(3)

By way of comparison, what has been the level of service reliability in percentage terms for
services on the Sandringham line for the months of March 2003, March 2002 and March 2001.

ANSWER:
I am informed as follows:
Information on the performance of the public transport system is available in Track Record, a Bracks Government
publication available online at www.doi.vic.gov.au.

Planning: Bayside building approvals
453.

Mr THOMPSON to ask the Minister for Planning — what have been the number of single dwelling
approvals, dual occupancy approvals and multi-unit development approvals respectively on an annual
basis for the City of Bayside for the period 1995–2004 to date.

ANSWER:
I am informed that:
Bayside City Council holds this documentation.

Major Projects: VicUrban Good Friday appeal auction
456.

Ms ASHER to ask the Minister for Major Projects — what was the total amount of funds raised from
the VicUrban house and land package auction for the Royal Children’s Hospital’s Good Friday Appeal
in each of 2003 and 2004 for the —
(1)

Property in Lynbrook estate.

(2)

Property in Cairnlea estate.
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ANSWER:
I am informed as follows:
2003
Cairnlea estate — $382,500
Lynbrook estate — $315,000
2004
Cairnlea estate — $424,500
Lynbrook estate — $345,000

Major Projects: tender process
457.

Ms ASHER to ask the Minister for Major Projects with reference to the Docklands Film and Television
Studio Complex Project and the document ‘Docklands Studio Development — selection of preferred
tenderer following request for tender submissions from short listed tenderers’, Section 2 ‘Receipt,
storage and handling of tenders’ —
(1)

Were all tenders transferred from the Department of Innovation, Industry and Regional
Development to Major Projects Victoria for storage and evaluation; if not, why.

(2)

Were all tenders kept in a locked room at Major Projects Victoria at all times unless they were
being assessed; if so, what was the room and what type of lock was on the door for that room; if
not, where were the tenders kept and what was the type of security/locking mechanism.

(3)

Was a register of all people accessing the tenders maintained.

(4)

Who maintained the register.

(5)

How many times, on what dates, and by whom were the tenders accessed.

(6)

If a register was not maintained, or was only partially maintained, why was this so.

(7)

Who was the ‘authorised person’ supervising copying of tenders.

(8)

Was a ‘tender movement control register’ maintained.

(9)

How many copies of the tenders were made, on what dates and by whom.

(10) What were the reasons given in all cases for making copies.
(11) Was each copy numbered and initialised as required.
(12) Who was the representative from Major Projects Victoria who maintained the ‘movement control
register’.
(13) If the ‘movement control register’ was not established, why was this so.
(14) If the ‘movement control register’ was not maintained in full, why was this so.
ANSWER:
I am informed as follows:
The matters raised in the question do not fall within my portfolio responsibilities and should more appropriately be
asked of the Minister for State and Regional Development.
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Transport: Sandringham line train frequency
471.

Mr MULDER to ask the Minister for Transport — is the 20 minute frequency of rail services on the
Sandringham line on Sunday evening still under review by Connex, in line with previously published
M>Train timetables.

ANSWER:
I am informed that:
There are no plans to alter the frequency of Sunday services after 7.00 p.m. on the Sandringham line.

Education and Training: year 5–9 student survey
479.

Mr PERTON to ask the Minister for Education and Training with reference to the output described as
‘Years 5–9 students opinion of their connectedness with school’ in Budget Paper No 3, 2004/05,
page 57 —
(1)

What was the methodology for collecting this data.

(2)

What is it intended to measure.

(3)

What is the Department of Education and Training’s interpretation of the result.

(4)

Are there any comparative measures or studies in other jurisdictions; if so —
(a)

what are they;

(b)

how does Victoria compare.

ANSWER:
I am informed as follows:
The methodology for collecting this data was a hardcopy questionnaire distributed to all Year 5–9 students in
schools that volunteered to participate in the survey.
The ‘connectedness to school’ variable is designed to measure the extent to which students look forward to going to
school, enjoy school and find learning at their school fun.
The 2003–04 expected outcome of 3.12 on a 5-point scale, where 1 = strongly disagree and 5 = strongly agree,
shows that students, on average, are more likely to feel connected to school than not.
Other jurisdictions that conduct student surveys use different questionnaires, therefore there are no comparative
measures.

Education and Training: year 5–9 students survey
480.

Mr PERTON to ask the Minister for Education and Training with reference to the outputs in Budget
Paper No 3, 2004/05, page 57 — what is the explanation for the difference between ‘Years 5–9 students
opinion of their connectedness with school’ and the next measure, ‘Years 5–9 students opinion of their
motivation to learn’.

ANSWER:
I am informed as follows:
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The ‘connectedness to school’ variable is designed to measure the extent to which students look forward to going to
school, enjoy school and find learning at their school fun.
The ‘motivation to learn’ variable is designed to measure the extent to which students try hard in school and how
keen they are to do well in school and learn about new things.

Education and Training: new leadership programs
481.

Mr PERTON to ask the Minister for Education and Training with reference to the measures in Budget
Paper No 3, 2004/05, page 54 — what were the ‘new leadership programs’ accessed by the eight
additional principals last year.

ANSWER:
I am informed as follows:
The new leadership programs accessed by principals in 2003/04 were the Building Capacity for Improvement
program and the Excellence Through Leadership program.

Agriculture: Melbourne wholesale market
496.

Ms ASHER to ask the Minister for Agriculture with reference to the redevelopment and relocation of
the market —
(1)

On what day will a decision be made relating to the new site for the market.

(2)

Has a business case study on remaining on the existing site been undertaken, and —

(3)

(a)

if so, what are the results;

(b)

if not, why.

Can the Minister guarantee that no wholesaler currently operating at the market will be worse off
from the relocation.

ANSWER:
I am informed that:
(1)

A decision on a new site for the redevelopment and relocation of the Melbourne Markets will be taken
following receipt of the business case, which is expected in December 2004. No precise date can be given at
this stage.

(2)

A series of studies was undertaken during 2001 and 2002, under the general direction of a Melbourne Market
Authority/Government Steering Committee, to examine redevelopment of the current site and relocation to a
greenfields site.
The redevelopment cost would be considerable, but the site would still reach capacity by 2011/12. The
Steering Committee concluded that it was economically inefficient to commit this funding on a short term
solution, and that the long term viability of the market required that the market be relocated.

(3)

The business case will provide a realistic assessment of the likely financial outcomes for wholesalers as a
group. Wholesalers will benefit from a vastly improved facility and it is expected that the wholesalers as well
as the retailers, other market participants and the Victorian Community will benefit from the relocation.
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Thursday, 26 August 2004
Education Services: Schools Television program
263.

Mr PERTON to ask the Minister for Education Services with reference to the response to
question 83 received on 26 August 2003 — what were the results of the last regular evaluation of the
performance and effectiveness of Schools’ Television.

ANSWER:
I am informed as follows:
The information is available in the Schools Television User Survey 2001, which you have now been granted access
to under Freedom of Information.

Manufacturing and Export: Shannon’s Way Pty Ltd
410(y).

Ms ASHER to ask the Minister for Manufacturing and Export — With reference to Shannon’s Way
Pty Ltd —
(1)

Since 20 October 1999, how many jobs awarded to the company were exempted from the
Victorian Government Purchasing Board.

(2)

On what grounds were exemptions given.

(3)

Was a certificate of exemption issued.

(4)

Who signed the documents granting exemption.

ANSWER:
I am informed as follows:
Since 20 October 1999, the Department of Innovation, Industry and Regional Development has awarded no jobs to
the firm Shannon’s Way Pty Ltd., which were exempt from the Victorian Government Purchasing Board.
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