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Thursday, 30 March 2006
The SPEAKER (Hon. Judy Maddigan) took the
chair at 9.33 a.m. and read the prayer.

ACTING SPEAKERS
The SPEAKER tabled warrant nominating Ann
Patricia Barker, Christine Mary Campbell, Robert
(Robin) Fitzgerald Cooper, Hugh Francis
Delahunty, Craig Ingram, Kenneth Stephen Jasper,
Nicholas Kotsiras, Telmo Ramon Languiller,
Jennifer Margaret Lindell, Donato Antonio
Nardella, Antony Fulton Plowman, Russell Irwin
Savage, George Seitz and Kenneth Maurice Smith
to preside as Acting Speakers whenever requested
to do so by the Speaker or Deputy Speaker.

PETITIONS
Following petitions presented to house:

Housing: loan schemes
To the Honourable the Speaker and members of the
Legislative Assembly in Parliament assembled:
The humble petition of the following residents to the state of
Victoria sheweth the state government sponsored home loan
schemes under the flawed new lending instrument called
capital indexed loans sold since 1984–85 under the
subheadings: CAPIL, deferred interest scheme (DIS), indexed
repayment loan (IRL), home opportunity loan scheme
(HOLS), shared home opportunity scheme (SHOS), are not
fit for the purpose for which they were intended.
We the undersigned believe these loans are unconscionable
and illegal and have severely disadvantaged the low income
bracket Victorians the loans were meant to assist.
Your petitioners therefore pray that:
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1.

the existing loans be recalculated from day one in a way
as to give borrowers the loans they were promised
‘affordable home loans specially structured to suit your
purse’;

2.

the home ownership be achieved within 25 to 30 years
from date of approval;

3.

the payments to be set at an affordable level (i.e., 20–25 per
cent of income for the duration of the term for all the loan
types;

4.

past borrowers who have left the schemes be
compensated for losses that have been incurred by them
being in these faulty structured loans;

5.

any further government home ownership schemes be
offered in a way as to be easily understood by
prospective loan recipients;

6.

the interest rate will be at an affordable rate (i.e., flat rate
of 3 per cent per annum or less for the length of the term
of the loan) geared to income;

7.

capital indexed loans be made illegal in this state to
protect prospective loan recipients;

Notices of motion: removal
The SPEAKER — Order! I wish to advise the
house that, under standing order 144, notices of motion
114 to 118, 231 to 234 and 346 to 348 will be removed
from the notice paper on the next sitting day. A member
who requires the notice standing in his or her name to
be continued must advise the Clerk in writing before
2.00 p.m. today.

NOTICES OF MOTION
Notices of motion given.
Mr BAILLIEU having given notice of motion:
The SPEAKER — Order! In relation to the notice
of motion given by the member for Hawthorn on wind
energy facilities, some of it is supporting evidence. The
last sentence will have to be removed.
Mr Baillieu — I invite the Speaker to explain why
those remarks might need to be removed.

We ever pray that we may lead a quiet and peaceable life in
all godliness and honesty.
And your petitioners, as in duty bound, will ever pray.

The SPEAKER — Order! If the member for
Hawthorn reads the fourth paragraph on his sheet of
paper he will see that the last sentence, which starts
with the words ‘The guidelines reflect government
policy’, really goes into the subject. The member
cannot get away with giving notice of a motion that
contains extensive quotes that are in fact supporting
evidence for the proposal he is intending to put to the
Parliament.

By Ms MARSHALL (Forest Hill) (10 signatures)

Racial and religious tolerance: legislation
To the Legislative Assembly of Victoria:
The petition of the residents of Victoria draws to the attention
of the house that
1.

Religious freedom essentially includes the freedom to
teach, preach and propagate one’s beliefs, and to express
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opinions about other world views. This applies to all
religions, and certainly to the Christian religion where
Christ commands His followers to propagate their
faith — Matt 28:18–20.

2.

The Racial and Religious Tolerance Act 2001 aims to
outlaw vilification, but its enforcement places ‘an
intolerable curb on religious freedom’ and threatens free
speech itself.

In any case, the legislation is unnecessary in a community that
has always had effective mechanisms for correcting
intemperate or offensive statements (whether on religion, race
or any other topic) — namely public forums in newspapers,
open debate and discussion, talkback radio etc.
In view of the fact that the Australian constitution
forbids the making of any commonwealth law
‘prohibiting the free exercise of any religion’
(section 116), and
decrees that ‘when a state law is inconsistent with a law
of the commonwealth, the latter shall prevail …’
(section 109)
Your petitioners therefore request that the Racial and
Religious Tolerance Act 2001 be repealed.

By Mr ANDREWS (Mulgrave) (16 signatures)
Mr WILSON (Narre Warren South) (18 signatures)

Courts: sentencing
To the Legislative Assembly of Victoria:
The petition of the residents of Victoria requests that the
Victorian government takes action to ensure the community
of Victoria is adequately protected from habitual violent
criminals who commit violent sexual crimes, violent crimes
against children, or violent crimes against vulnerable elderly
people and calls on the Victorian government to impose
minimum jail sentences for these habitual violent criminals.

By Mrs POWELL (Shepparton) (7851 signatures)
Tabled.
Ordered that petition presented by honourable
member for Shepparton be considered next day on
motion of Mrs POWELL (Shepparton).
Ordered that petition presented by honourable
member for Doncaster on 28 March be considered
next day on motion of Mr PERTON (Doncaster).

DOCUMENTS
Tabled by Clerk:
Consumer Affairs Victoria — Report for the year 2004–05 —
Ordered to be printed
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Ombudsman Act 1973 — Report of the Ombudsman on
Improving Responses to Allegations Involving Sexual
Assault — Ordered to be printed
Subordinate Legislation Act 1994 — Minister’s exemption
certificate in relation to Statutory Rule No 24
Surveillance Devices Act 1999 — Reports under s 37 from
the Chief Commissioner of Police and Department of Primary
Industries.

MEMBERS STATEMENTS
Rotary Club of Mont Albert and Surrey Hills
Ms MARSHALL (Forest Hill) — It was with great
pleasure that on 27 March I presented numeracy kits to
the children of Burwood Heights Primary School in
conjunction with the Rotary Club of Mont Albert and
Surrey Hills. The kits were presented to the pupils at
their school assembly. These kits represent over $1000
worth of maths aids that allow the children to think of
learning as a form of entertainment and is a fantastic
way of providing the essential building blocks of maths
for their future. Congratulations to the Rotary Club for
its fantastic support of schoolchildren in the Forest Hill
electorate and of our communities in general.

Vermont Primary School: Commonwealth
Games
Ms MARSHALL — Having been given the honour
of presenting schools in the electorate of Forest Hill
with Commonwealth Games flags, I think special
mention should be made of Vermont Primary School,
which had an opening ceremony to rival the real one.
Every student in the school represented one of
12 countries. They had even made flags to wave on the
day. They all wore clothing representing their nation’s
colours, and the school band played the national anthem
for every one of the 12 nations that were represented.
One of the kids had been told the Queen was coming to
Australia to open the games, and due to their fantastic
efforts within the school he misguidedly thought it was
me! I was thrilled to have been part of the day, and
congratulations to all involved for another impressive
event.
On a personal note, it was so wonderful to see each of
the schools that I was able to be involved with and the
sense of pride that they associated with the
Commonwealth Games, so congratulations once again.

Bakery Hill Distillery
Mr McINTOSH (Kew) — David Baker, along with
his wife, Lynne, established Bakery Hill Distillery in
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North Balwyn in 1999. The distillery specialises in the
production of very high-quality single-malt whiskies.
Over the last seven years they have won numerous
awards in relation to their premium quality product. But
it is very interesting to note that this Australian
distillery is the only mainland distiller. There are three
or four distillers in Tasmania, and while there are a
number of other distillers commencing operation, they
have not yet produced a commercial product in the rest
of the mainland.
But recently Bakery Hill Distillery won the world’s
best small distillery whisky of the year award from
world renowned expert Jim Murray. It is with a great
amount of pride, being a whisky drinker myself — a
little dab occasionally — that I say the Bakery Hill
peated malt cask strength cask no. 14, which is a
particular cask, won the world’s best small distillery
award. I have actually had a sample of that whisky, and
I can certainly tell the house it is a wonderful product. I
have one unopened bottle; they are still very rare. But it
certainly leaves the Glenfiddichs, the Glenmorangies,
the Black Labels, the Blue Labels and the Green Labels
all in its wake. This is one hell of a whisky, and I invite
all honourable members — —
The SPEAKER — Order! I call the member for
Pascoe Vale.

King Island Imperial 20
Ms CAMPBELL (Pascoe Vale) — The King Island
Imperial 20, the 32-kilometre coast-to-coast footrace
and walk from Naracoopa to Currie, was held on the
March long weekend. For many runners and walkers it
was as close to active participation in a major sporting
event as they have ever achieved. Congratulations to
the entire island and the 200-plus volunteers who
enabled the 243 competitors to participate. The depth of
community spirit on King Island was exemplified by
the Imperial 20 committee, ably led by its permanent
members, president Vernan Philbey, vice-president Ian
Allen, secretary Ann Honess, and treasurer — and
much, much more — Bernie Weitjens.
Congratulations to Brett Castle, who led the dozen
members of the erection crew, Peter Murray, who
organised the best lolly-drink-fruit stations imaginable,
first-aiders, masseurs, State Emergency Service, ambos,
handicappers, timekeepers, hall and bar workers,
community participants such as mums with prams,
ageing care, school students and day care, as well as
organisers of the Free Willie race, the Calcutta,
programs, memorabilia, souvenirs, gift bags,
certificates, photos, and, of course, the all-important
sponsors, to name just those I recall.
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If this house thinks Melbourne’s lord mayor received
the loudest cheer per head of population, it should have
heard the roar when the King Island erection crew was
thanked after the race. If King Island ever loses its
crayfish market there is always the chance that sales of
the replica of the crew’s T-shirts would more than
economically compensate. The King Islanders’ can-do
attitude and warmth of welcome were inspirational to
all who met them.
At the presentation night there was a quote from Skippy
which summed up the appreciation of the runners and
walkers: it’s harder to be — —
The SPEAKER — Order! The honourable
member’s time has expired.

Kangaroos: control
Mr MAUGHAN (Rodney) — I have previously
raised in this house the inevitable fact that from time to
time and because of favourable seasonal conditions
there will be large numbers of kangaroos that cause
damage to crops, pasture and fences, with consequent
losses to the farming community. In addition, excess
kangaroos cause death and injury to motorists, are
responsible for a considerable amount of damage to
motor vehicles and pose additional threats to life
because of the self-imposed speed limits that apply to
emergency vehicles in areas with large numbers of
kangaroos. Kangaroos also intrude into urban areas and
pose a significant threat to young children and the
elderly.
Some three years ago I presented a petition to this
house on behalf of 1800 residents of Heathcote
requesting the government to take action to control
kangaroo numbers. Nothing was done and subsequently
some 15 000 kangaroos were shot and buried by
commonwealth authorities at the Puckapunyal army
base. Many more were killed or injured on the roads
and others died because of a lack of food. The kangaroo
population has again increased and is again responsible
for significant loss and inconvenience to the
community. I again call on the government to follow
the lead of other states and authorise the commercial
harvesting of kangaroos as part of an overall
management plan to control kangaroo numbers.

East Timor: Commission for Reception, Truth
and Reconciliation report
Mr HUDSON (Bentleigh) — The findings of the
report of the Commission for Reception, Truth and
Reconciliation in East Timor are shocking and heart
rending. The 2500-page report details the terrible
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abuses of power that occurred during the 24 years of
Indonesian military occupation of East Timor. These
include the systematic murder, rape and torture of the
East Timorese population and the forcible repatriation
of 250 000 people to Indonesian West Timor following
the vote for independence in 1999.
The report finds that 18 600 non-combatant East
Timorese were killed or disappeared and at least 84 000
more died as a direct result of displacement policies
during Indonesia’s 24-year rule. The evidence of
widespread and systematic rape and torture was
exhaustively documented during three years of hearing
evidence from thousands of witnesses and victims. The
evidence in the report also highlights the extensive
planning undertaken by the Indonesian military to
implement a scorched earth policy following the
independence vote. Under the policy over two-thirds of
the buildings were torched, the local population was
attacked, wells were poisoned and the rudimentary
telecommunications systems in villages were
completely destroyed.
As you would expect, Indonesia has rejected many of
the findings in the report. The question is: will the
perpetrators be brought to justice or will they escape
scot-free after committing some of the greatest crimes
against humanity? One of the key recommendations in
the report is that the United Nations Security Council
set up an independent tribunal to investigate these
crimes, and Australia should ensure that this happens.
The SPEAKER — Order! The member’s time has
expired.

Planning: Cairnlea estate, St Albans
Mr BAILLIEU (Hawthorn) — On 8 August 2005 I
wrote to the Minister for Planning seeking assurances
about the environmental safety of the VicUrban
development, the Cairnlea estate, in St Albans. I did so
on behalf of a former construction worker who claims
to have suffered from the serious contamination of the
site. Despite a further letter in October last year, no
response was received until 22 March this year. That
delay was disappointing but perhaps not surprising,
given the part-time role of the minister.
More importantly the minister’s letter reveals a number
of things — firstly, that the site is known to have been
contaminated; secondly, that the required
environmental audit has not been completed; and
thirdly, that at least the area occupied by residents has
now been deemed to be safe following remediation.
However, the minister’s letter does not give conclusive
comfort to those who may be concerned, as it fails,
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despite the time elapsed, to deal with the safety of the
site prior to and during the remediation and
construction phase, and it concedes that construction
and development have proceeded without the
completion of the required audit.
I am not in a position to judge the claims being made
by the former construction worker, particularly with
regard to the medical problems that are alleged to be a
result of working with contaminated soil. I am also
aware that other members of the house have received
similar representations and will no doubt be equally
dependent on independent assessments. However, if the
minister were intending to put a lid on this matter, then
his letter has served only to raise other questions. I
therefore call on the minister to release the results of the
environmental audit and detail the extent of the audit
and the scheduling of the testing. I also call on the
minister to release the environmental management plan
undertaken by VicUrban in the course of the
remediation.

Cleanaway: Tullamarine landfill site
Ms BEATTIE (Yuroke) — I take this opportunity
to commend the work of the Terminate Tulla Toxic
Dump Action Group. These committed and
hardworking members of my local community are
engaging in a battle on behalf of all residents to have
removed from our community a waste facility that we
have tolerated for long enough.
To Ivon Tori, Kaylene Wilson, Gwen Wilson, George
Buscema, Nicole McIntosh, Janet McIntosh, John
Clifford, Peter Lafranchi, Paul Tartaglia, Prue Hicks,
Vanessa White, Cr Gary Jungwirth and Helen and Jos
Van Den Berg I say: I applaud you, support you and
urge you to continue the good fight. The members of
the Terminate Tulla Toxic Dump Action Group have
organised themselves efficiently and effectively, are
continually updating the local community on the
activities and are growing their support base on a daily
basis. I encourage them wholeheartedly to continue to
apply pressure to Cleanaway, which needs to clean up
its act and move on.
I take great pride in seeing my local community
harnessing so much energy and tackling this tough
issue head on. Of behalf of all the residents of Yuroke I
thank the members of the group for what they have
done so far and for their commitment to see this battle
through until the end. This is not a sprint, it is a
marathon, and the people of Yuroke will win this battle.
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Gaming: Queenscliff
Mr SMITH (Bass) — Last week I was in
Queenscliff and an issue was raised with me that gave
me great concern. On investigation I think it is
important that we look at condemning the Minister for
Gaming for letting the Victorian Commission for
Gambling Regulation blatantly allow the approval of
additional gaming machines in Queenscliff.
The problem is that it is going to raise the number of
machines per 1000 people to 18.5, which is far in
excess of the number of machines that it is desirable to
have in an area. The minister has recently appointed a
committee led by the member for Bentleigh to look at
caps in regional Victoria, and part of its charter is to
look at the number of machines per thousand head of
population and the socioeconomic index for areas
(SEIFA) ratings, which relate to the socioeconomic
position of a community. It is not as if there are not
enough venues in the area. In fact there are five venues
within a 10-minute drive of Queenscliff, a township
with a small permanent population that swells with
holiday visitors. It has a SEIFA rating of 6, which puts
it very near the top of the socioeconomic problem
areas.
What is this government on about? The council, a large
number of the population and the existing venue have
all objected. This decision has most certainly put at risk
a number of jobs.

Industrial relations: WorkChoices
Mr MAXFIELD (Narracan) — This week we have
seen what can only be described as the start of a
massive attack on the rights of ordinary workers in this
country and this state. This vicious and vindictive
attack, which is designed to reduce the wages and
conditions of the lowest paid workers in this state, is
mean spirited.
Mr Smith interjected.
Mr MAXFIELD — It comes with 400 pages of
regulations designed to make it very difficult for small
business to survive.
Mr Smith interjected.
The SPEAKER — Order! The member for Bass
has had his turn.
Mr MAXFIELD — The red tape of the GST and
the red tape of 400 pages of regulations are making life
an absolute nightmare for small business. This is clearly
about the Liberal Party favouring its rich mates who
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own large companies at the expense of ordinary
workers and small business. We have seen an example
here today: the member for South-West Coast has
proposed that we force workers to work on Easter
Sunday.
Dr Napthine — What a lie! You’re an absolute liar!
Mr MAXFIELD — He knows that to take away
their rights to unfair dismissal — —
Dr Napthine — He’s a liar!
Mr MAXFIELD — To threaten them with the sack,
to take away their entitlements to basic conditions — —
Dr Napthine — He’s a liar!
The SPEAKER — Order! I ask the member for
South-West Coast to withdraw. He has used
unparliamentary language.
Dr Napthine — In deference to the Chair I
withdraw, even though he is a liar.
Honourable members interjecting.
Dr Napthine — Speaker, I apologise. I withdraw it.
The SPEAKER — Order! I warn the member for
South-West Coast that if he behaves in that manner in
the future he will be suspended.

Courts: sentencing
Mrs POWELL (Shepparton) — This morning the
following petition bearing 7851 signatures was tabled
in my name:
The petition of the residents of Victoria requests that the
Victorian government takes action to ensure the community
of Victoria is adequately protected from habitual violent
criminals who commit violent sexual crimes, violent crimes
against children, or violent crimes against vulnerable elderly
people and calls on the Victorian government to impose
minimum jail sentences for these habitual violent criminals.

This petition is in response to community anger at the
horrific and brutal murders of 21-year-old Laura Irwin
and her 23-year-old sister Colleen on 28 January at
their home in Altona North. The prime suspect for the
murders was William John Watkins, who lived next
door. He was a convicted rapist and had a 20-year
history of violent offences. His final act of brutality was
against a Western Australian police officer who was
doing his duty.
Allan and Shirley Irwin, the parents of Colleen and
Laura, and Hugh and Di McGowan, the girls’ uncle and
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aunt, say there must be changes to the Victorian justice
system so that no other family has to go through the
devastation they are going through now and will go
through for the rest of their lives.
The girls grew up in Toolamba, a small town in my
electorate. The people there watched them grow into
beautiful, friendly and loving young women who went
to Melbourne to follow their careers and who were
killed, possibly by a man who many believe still should
have been in jail.
I thank Catherine McMillan of Toolamba, who initiated
the petition and worked tirelessly to distribute it. I also
thank the family and friends of Colleen and Laura as
well as many businesses and individuals for collecting
the signatures in just two weeks. The community hopes
that public opinion will effect change so that the
punishment truly does fit the crime.

Cheltenham Secondary College: student
leaders
Ms MUNT (Mordialloc) — I would like to
congratulate the 2006 student leaders from Cheltenham
Secondary College and give them my best wishes for
the year. The members of the students representative
council in year 12 are college captains Eloise Daff and
David Heffernan, Joe Watterman, Betul Kaya, Miranda
Millard and Devna Pankhania. John Mapleston, Sam
Rickard, Sameera Abdeen, Justin Summons and Ellie
Short are the year 11 members. In year 10 they are
Nadja Sehovic, Tim Russell, David Power and Aaron
Warner.
The year 9 middle school captains are Jason Kos and
Sujinyaa Sriskandan, and the middle school
vice-captains are Carl Roffey and Ashleigh Maughan.
In year 8 they are Emily Johnson, Hayri Ozaydin,
Mitch Campbell and Kassy McLean, and in year 7 they
are Ashlee Hickey, Brie McGaw, Tom Butcher, Kelsey
Cyril, Ben Wighton.
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Doncaster electorate: park security
Mr PERTON (Doncaster) — I rise to express my
concern about drug dealing in public parks in
Doncaster. I believe more police patrols are needed in
an effort to stop these illegal activities and to curtail the
hoonish activity which is frightening local residents.
The police and the Manningham City Council need to
devise a plan to ensure Doncaster residents are able to
enjoy their parks without fear.
Late last year I visited Boronia Grove Reserve in
Doncaster and was shocked at the open evidence of
drug taking occurring right next to a scout hall.
Obviously the secluded environs make it an ideal haven
for drug trading and drug taking. I noticed at least four
discarded syringes, one without a cap, lying in the grass
beside the hall. Residents who live nearby have taken
on the responsibility of regularly clearing the area
themselves as they do not want them lying around for
children to pick up. Neighbours complain about the
area being regularly used for hoonish activity late at
night with loud car noises. One said he had heard a
woman screaming but like his neighbours was too
scared to intervene for fear of being attacked. Nearby in
Doncaster East a concerned constituent gathered a
dozen syringes she found in a car park adjoining her
home and dumped them in my office in protest at being
ignored by local government and police on reporting
drug dealing.
It is clear Doncaster residents want a stop to this sort of
activity. More than 50 residents recently signed a
petition to Manningham City Council seeking the
installation of a gate across the entrance to Boronia
Grove Reserve, but their wish appears likely to be
denied as the council argues that the staff have not
collected any syringes this year. This is amazing.
Inactivity by council is justification for further
inactivity by council! See no evil, hear no evil —
nothing must be happening.

Bayswater electorate: netball

The house captains are Bec Maitland, Ben Manning,
Alex Akrivopoulos, Amy Lawson, Duygu Goksu,
Matthew Reid, Caitlin Lewis and Jack Murton. The
year 12 leaders are Rebecca Skinner, Mark Sparrow,
Emma Lawson, Gemma Shadbolt, Alex Hyland, Amy
Neave, Kim Sayers, Keshia Jacotine, Phil Carew,
Darryl Kell and Rowan Docherty.

Mr LOCKWOOD (Bayswater) — There are a
number of netball clubs in my electorate. Last week’s
Commonwealth Games showed that netball is a very
popular sport and the events were very competitive.
The final was hotly contested, but New Zealand won a
tight contest against Australia.

I went to the ceremony where the school leaders were
announced. They are a wonderful cohort of leaders, and
Cheltenham Secondary College is a great school. I wish
them all the best for the coming year, and I know they
will do very well in their leadership positions.

I am frequently approached to support local footy and
cricket clubs, and I am happy to do so. What is
noticeable is that I am approached to support male
sports much more than I am asked to support female
sports, so I have sought to redress the situation. I have
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Our Lady’s Netball Club, Southwood Netball Club and
Bayswater Netball Club as my main local clubs. I am
proudly sponsoring two of these clubs and I hope to add
more to my list. Southwood is ably run by Lynda
Spicer and her team of helpers, while Our Lady’s
Netball Club is capably run by Maxine Knott and her
team. Obviously my sponsorship is not a large amount
of money, but I hope I am setting an example for other
sponsors to follow. Women and girls need just as much
encouragement as men and boys.
Netball is a very popular sport and is played in a
number of countries. It has only been called netball in
this country since 1970, having previously been called
women’s basketball. Locally clubs play at H. E. Parker
Reserve in Heathmont or at the Knox Regional Netball
Centre in Ferntree Gully, depending on the competition.
The clubs cater for girls from age 5 upwards to adult.
They play weekly in their local competitions and play
two competitions each year — a longer winter season
and a shortish summer season.
As with other sports the younger children play an
abridged version of the game; Netta for 8 to
10-year-olds, or FunNet for 5 to 7-year-olds, and they
cater for both genders. Some junior competitions are
conducted without finals so that the children enjoy the
sport for its own sake without being competitive. I look
forward to the coming season with my local netball
clubs.

Commercial Road, Koroit: pedestrian crossing
Dr NAPTHINE (South-West Coast) — I wish to
raise the concerns of the Koroit community about the
safety of pedestrians who have to cross the very busy
Commercial Road in Koroit. I urge the government to
work with the Moyne shire to construct a safe crossing
in Koroit involving traffic lights and a traffic
light-controlled pedestrian crossing in Commercial
Road, which is the main street in Koroit. This street has
the central business area and includes a state school,
two hotels, a newsagent, a bakery, cafes, a milk bar,
restaurants, antique shops, bookshops, a supermarket
and a service station among other businesses in the
area. It is also the main thoroughfare for vehicles,
including heavy traffic, travelling between
Warrnambool and Hawkesdale, Penshurst and
Hamilton and beyond.
A number of trucks use that road regularly, including
quarry trucks and trucks travelling to Murray Goulburn
in Koroit, which is also on that road, and livestock
transporters. I am advised that approximately
3500 vehicles per day go through Commercial Road, of
which 1.1 per cent are B-doubles. Many members of
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the Koroit community have raised concerns with me
about their safety. One such person is Anthony Rowe,
who writes:
The issue is the real threat to the safety of not only my family,
but of all members of the public using the main retail strip of
Koroit, which is where my family and I live. At times, the high
volume of commercial and domestic vehicles using — —

The ACTING SPEAKER (Mr Delahunty) —
Order! The member’s time has expired.

University of the Third Age: Geelong
Mr TREZISE (Geelong) — On Friday, 24 March, I
had the pleasure of attending the annual general
meeting and 20th anniversary of the Geelong
University of the Third Age. As members would be
well aware, U3A is a terrific organisation whose
primary role is to provide ongoing education and
leisure activities for older people. In Victoria there are
currently 64 U3As with approximately 18 000
members. On the Friday I had the pleasure of having
lunch with the president of the Victorian U3A, Jean
Melzer, who would be well known to many members
of the Parliament, especially to members on this side of
the house.
The Geelong chapter of U3A is very much a thriving
and growing organisation with many hundreds of
members participating in numerous activities including
music, anthropology, the arts, history, creative writing,
politics, various discussion groups, science, languages,
calligraphy, Tai Chi, horticulture — the list goes on.
I take this opportunity to congratulate the outgoing
president, Mrs Lois Wade, who over the last three years
has done a magnificent job in leading Geelong’s U3A. I
wish the new president, Mr Les Smith, well in his
appointment, and I am sure he will continue Lois’s
work. I look forward to working with all at U3A in the
years to come to ensure the organisation continues its
important work within the community of Geelong.

Commonwealth Games: Seymour electorate
Mr HARDMAN (Seymour) — I rise to
congratulate the many volunteers across the Seymour
electorate who ensured that our local community has
felt very involved in the Commonwealth Games. Right
across the electorate there were activities to help people
get into the spirit of the games, and the Getting
Involved committees for each of the shires ensured that
there were a number of great community events and
activities right across the towns in the electorate —
even to the smallest places like Tooborac and
Beveridge.
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The local municipalities of Mitchell, Murrindindi,
Nillumbik and Yarra Ranges ensured a great feeling
across each of the towns. I will give one example from
each of those areas, but it will not even scratch the
surface of the range of activities I would like to talk
about. In the Mitchell shire there was a community arts
project. Most of the towns in the shire received a
sculpture which was locally designed. I attended
Wallan for the unveiling of a quite amazing mosaic.
Tiles designed and made by all the children were put
into the mosaic. It was wonderful, and hundreds of
people turned up for that event.
In Nillumbik the Strathewen Primary School children
went to the Queen’s baton relay, and the shire ensured
that a medal was presented to each of the pupils. They
were rapt at that. In Yarra Ranges there was a fantastic
community event for the overnight stay of the Queen’s
baton relay. There was a great showcasing of local
Aboriginal talent and culture, local schools and the
whole community. In Murrindindi a community
infrastructure grant has been received to build a
boardwalk, thus increasing accessibility and the
amenity of the area, which is fantastic.

Frankston electorate: health services
Dr HARKNESS (Frankston) — Health is without
doubt a top priority of the Bracks government, as
evidenced by a number of recent announcements in
Frankston. I was pleased to be joined by the Minister
for Health and other local members of Parliament
earlier this month at the Frankston Hospital where a
new $3.4 million medical imaging suite housing
state-of-the-art equipment was unveiled. Families
across Frankston and the Mornington Peninsula will be
the big beneficiaries of a host of new medical services
thanks to this new equipment.
A new $850 000 fluoroscopy digital imaging machine
will be the centrepiece of the nearly completed suite
and will allow the best quality examination and
treatment of patients ever seen at Frankston Hospital.
This multimillion dollar upgrade and new equipment
will save people on the peninsula from having to hike
into the city for a range of treatments previously
unavailable in the area. The $3.4 million redevelopment
was funded by a Bracks government capital grant as
well as $500 000 in fundraising by the hospital
auxiliary. It comprises new areas for general X-ray,
nuclear medicine, ultrasound, computerised
tomography (CT) scans and reception and staff areas.
While visiting the area the minister also officially
opened the new $630 000 Seaford ambulance station, a
further sign of Victoria’s commitment to responding to
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accidents and emergencies in a growing community.
And at the grassroots level of community participation
in health care a $2500 grant from the Volunteer Small
Grants program will help the Mount Eliza Aged Care
Facility to recruit and train more volunteers.
The Bracks government has been steadily rebuilding
the health system in Victoria because it wants every
Victorian to have access to world-class health care
when and where they need it.
Substantial funding boosts have been directed toward
mental health services, ambulance services and public
health campaigns. There is no doubt about it —
Victoria is the best place live.

Churches of Christ Community Care:
OakTowers laundry
Ms BARKER (Oakleigh) — Last week I was very
pleased to visit the Churches of Christ Community
Care’s OakTowers aged care facility in Oakleigh to
view the state-of-the-art energy and water-saving
system in their laundry. The Bracks government has
provided $20 000 through Sustainability Victoria to
assist with the installation of this National Aeronautics
and Space Administration-pioneered ozone technology
into this commercial laundry — a first for Victoria. The
injection of ozone into the wash formula will cut
greenhouse pollution by 90 tonnes per year and reduce
energy and water use by half. Water savings will be
over 1200 thousand litres each year, the equivalent of
an Olympic-sized pool. Chemical use will be reduced
by around 9 per cent and productivity improved by
12 per cent.
I congratulate Ozone Laundry Systems for introducing
and supplying this sustainable technology into Victoria.
I was very interested to discuss with Shaun Petrie, the
director of Ozone Laundry Systems, how the system
worked. Ozone Laundry Systems is to be congratulated
for working with Churches of Christ Community Care
to put in place a system which allows it to pay off the
balance of the equipment cost over time directly from
the savings generated. Ozone technology has enormous
potential in Australia and provides a terrific opportunity
for other laundry businesses in many areas.
Congratulations again to Ozone Laundry Systems for
introducing this technology into Victoria and
congratulations to Churches of Christ Community Care
for adopting new technology which reduces the impact
on our environment. I also congratulate the
environment and water minister and Sustainability
Victoria for supporting this smart energy and water
saving solution for Victoria. This is good for business,
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and it has great outcomes for the environment and the
community.

Yarra Ranges Health: community advisory
group
Ms McTAGGART (Evelyn) — I pay tribute to the
Lilydale super-clinic community advisory group or, as
it is now known, Yarra Ranges Health. This dedicated
team has provided knowledge and support to both me,
as chair of the community advisory group, and to the
project. Their commitment not only to the original
terms of reference regarding the building, landscaping
and design but also to the range of services provided by
the facility has been absolutely outstanding. They
volunteer their time to provide an information and
discussion forum for local groups and to ensure that our
community’s views are taken into account in the overall
planning of the service.
The group is well represented with members from
across the Shire of Yarra Ranges, and I take this
opportunity to thank them for their valued efforts. I
thank Mel Gowing of Woori Yallock, a community
radio presenter and strong advocate for health services
in the region; Doseena Fergie, of Healesville, who
provides an indigenous perspective and experience to
the team; Vivian Blacker, of Macclesfield, who has
expertise in service planning and the delivery of health
services; Sophy Athan, from Monbulk, a carer and
volunteer in mental health and intellectual disability;
Sue Mann, a local identity from Warburton and strong
advocate for local services within her community; Ian
Warburton, of Tecoma, a community activist and
Country Fire Authority volunteer; Judy Kelso, of
Mooroolbark, an experienced health professional
committed to working with residents and stakeholders;
Alan Fincher, of The Patch, a former councillor, local
police sergeant and strong community advocate; and
Hamish Russell, of The Patch, member of the Shire of
Yarra Ranges public health advisory committee and
former citizen of the year.
I look forward to a continued strong working
relationship with this fantastic group as we strive to
deliver this state-of-the-art facility known as Yarra
Ranges Health.

Commonwealth Games: Burwood electorate
Mr STENSHOLT (Burwood) — What a wonderful
Commonwealth Games! Marvellous Melbourne did
itself really proud. This was replicated all around
Victoria and certainly in my local area. All sorts of
events were held in Boroondara, Whitehorse and
Monash in preparation for the games or as part of the
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baton relay. In Boroondara a special exhibition has
been held at the Hawthorn town hall gallery entitled
‘Building community through sport’. I joined the mayor
of Boroondara, Jack Wegman, in opening the
exhibition, which was supported by a grant from the
Bracks government. On the Sunday I joined the mayor
again at the Glenferrie Oval for the Boroondara party,
which was also supported by the Bracks government as
part of the Getting Involved program in preparation for
the games. We joined with Telstra, the baton relay
sponsor, in honouring local baton relay carriers, and we
enjoyed the fun and games held in association with the
Hawthorn Football Club.
In the days leading up to the games I joined several
thousand locals in Monash in welcoming the Queen’s
baton to Glen Waverley. We were fortunate to be
joined by members of the English team who were
training locally. Later I joined the mayor of Whitehorse,
Sharon Ellis, and other councillors in welcoming the
baton to Box Hill and to Nunawading. Whitehorse also
welcomed the Sierra Leone team, whose members
clearly enjoyed their time in Nunawading, given the
rousing welcome they received. Now I know why they
stayed! The games — —
The ACTING SPEAKER (Mr Delahunty) —
Order! The member’s time has expired. The time
allocated for statements by members has expired.

FINANCIAL MANAGEMENT
(MISCELLANEOUS AMENDMENTS) BILL
Second reading
Mr BRUMBY (Treasurer) — I move:
That this bill be now read a second time.

The bill reflects the government’s interest in ensuring
that legislation relating to public finances is current,
effective and internally consistent.
This bill makes a number of important amendments to
the Financial Management Act 1994 (the act). The
purpose of these amendments is to:
update the act to reflect moves to accrual accounting;
clarify the powers of the Minister for Finance to
lease and license Crown land and premises; and
update the direction-making and regulation-making
powers in the act.
There are seven amendments in the bill. These are
mainly technical in nature and do not represent any
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change in policy, but rather seek to clarify
responsibilities and bring the legislation into line with
current financial management practice.
The first amendment is to section 8 of the act.
Section 8 — directions
The purpose of this amendment is to give the minister
effective principles-based power to give directions in
relation to public sector probity and financial
governance.
Currently, the minister’s power to give directions has to
be authorised by a regulation and is limited to matters
for which regulations may be made under a separate
section of the act.
Under the proposed amendment, the minister’s power
to make directions will be authorised directly by the
act — not by a regulation made under the act. However,
the scope of the minister’s direction-making power will
still be limited to matters for which regulations may be
made.
The next four amendments relate to the budget
management provisions of the act. These are required to
bring the legislation into line with current practice,
particularly the move from cash to accrual accounting
which has not been consistently reflected in the
wording of the act.
The first of these four proposed amendments is to
section 29.
Section 29 — appropriation of certain receipts
Section 29 currently does not reflect the move from
cash to accrual accounting principles. The section
applies to the receipt of cash, rather than the recognition
of revenue. This means that the section is out of step
with the accrual accounting and management
framework. The proposed amendment will align the
section with current practice by introducing accrual
rather than cash terms for provision of outputs,
commonwealth specific purpose payments and
municipal council specific purpose payments. It will
not apply to proceeds from disposal of assets because
under international financial reporting standards, this
could be interpreted as the net amount (that is the
difference between the carrying value and sale price of
the asset). This may reduce the incentive for
departments to use such proceeds for managing their
asset base. It may also have the undesirable
consequence of entitling departments to apply the
proceeds from disposal in the current year even where
the cash may not be realised until future years.
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The second proposed amendment to the budget
management provisions is to section 32.
Section 32 — unused appropriation
Under section 32, the amount of each department’s
unused appropriation (carryover) is required to be
determined by 30 June each year. These amounts are
also required to be published in the budget papers in
May, prior to the end of the financial year.
This is simply impractical. It is not possible to
accurately determine these amounts prior to end of year
‘wrap-up’, now that the budget is presented in May. It
is therefore necessary to amend the section so that
determination and reporting of ‘carryovers’ can be done
after 30 June when end of financial year performance is
known and departments can identify carryover amounts
with greater certainty.
As part of the budget process, an estimate of the
amount of the carryover will continue to be included in
budget estimates in May.
The third proposed amendment to the budget
management provisions is to section 24 and is
consequential to the proposed amendments I have just
referred to under section 32.
Section 24 — annual financial report
The annual financial report currently requires ex-post
reporting of ‘carryovers’ appropriated under section 32
for the preceding financial year and the application of
these carryover amounts.
In addition to current reporting requirements, the
amendment will also require carryover amounts in
respect of the next financial year to be included, thereby
providing ex-ante reporting and greater transparency
for these appropriation amounts.
The last of the amendments to the budget management
provisions is to section 40(2).
Section 40(2) — annual budget estimates
This is a minor amendment required to address a timing
issue and ensure the alignment of tabling requirements
for the annual budget estimates with parliamentary
procedure. Parliamentary procedure requires papers
(including the budget papers) to be tabled during
‘formal business’ — before the introduction of bills.
Current legislation requires the budget estimates to be
tabled when the appropriation bills are before the
house, which is inconsistent with order of business
requirements. The amendment proposes that the
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minister cause the statement of budget estimates to be
laid before each house of Parliament on or before the
day on which the second readings of the annual
appropriation bills for that year are moved, thereby
removing this anomaly.
The bill also amends part 7B of the act to update the
minister’s powers relating to land in order to support
decision making to obtain best value from portfolio
assets.
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Debate adjourned on motion of Mr CLARK (Box
Hill).
Debate adjourned until Thursday, 13 April.

PUBLIC SECTOR EMPLOYMENT
(AWARD ENTITLEMENTS) BILL
Second reading

Section 54(P) — licensing and leasing surplus
Crown land and buildings

Debate resumed from 8 February; motion of
Mr HULLS (Attorney-General).

To optimise the management of portfolio assets, the
minister requires the authority to license and lease
Crown land that is surplus to requirements.

Mr McINTOSH (Kew) — The Public Sector
Employment (Award Entitlements) Bill has its origins
in the government’s belief that it can adopt a course of
action that will protect public sector workers against the
so-called — and this is the minister speaking in the
second-reading speech — ravages of the WorkChoices
legislation.

Currently, the legislation empowers the minister to
grant a lease over, or a licence to enter and use, any
building or other structure on Crown land that is no
longer required for a public purpose. It is silent about
whether this power extends to the Crown land on or
around which the building stands.
The proposed amendment is intended to remove this
doubt and will clearly empower the minister to enter
into leases or licences for any Crown land, including
the Crown land on which a building or other structure
stands.
Finally, the bill proposes to update the regulation
making powers of the Governor in Council.
Section 59 — regulations
Earlier I referred to the scope of the minister’s direction
making power being tied to matters for which
regulations may be made. The bill proposes to update
these regulation making powers so that they reflect
contemporary financial management practice.
The current regulation making powers are an outdated,
narrow listing of matters about which the Governor in
Council may make regulations. For example, some of
the existing regulation making powers still refer to
receipts and expenditure reflecting a cash, rather than
accrual environment.
Under the proposed amendments, the scope of the
regulation and direction making powers will be updated
to reflect modern financial management.
The proposed amendments will support sound
governance and are in line with the government’s
commitment to responsible financial management.
I commend the bill to the house.

From the outset I say that no doubt there will be an
interesting time over the next few years as
WorkChoices plays out in the electorate and people
come to grasp its detail. Indeed it is long and turgid.
The federal act is now over 500 pages long. Its
explanatory memorandum runs to some nearly
400 pages and covers a variety of different regulations
which came into operation on Monday, and they are
very lengthy and detailed in themselves. The detail of
course is something that I have not got across — I am
not responsible for dealing with that legislation and
have other matters to deal with — but it is a very
difficult process to come to grips with what the act is
about.
Having known the federal minister for a number of
years, since I was a junior lawyer — in fact we were
both judges’ associates before we went to the bar —
there are a number of things that have to be said.
Whatever else, WorkChoices is not driven by the big
end of town. It is not driven by the H. R. Nicholls
Society. As we clearly saw, the H. R. Nicholls Society
is as critical of it as many members of the union
movement. The reality is that to suggest otherwise is a
complete fallacy. It is enabling legislation that provides
the opportunity for people to choose to get out of a
structured system such as an award system or even a
collective agreement. Although you can talk about
grandiose notions of productivity, people being able to
participate in that productivity and all those sorts of
matters, at the end of the day the primary thing as far as
I am concerned is enabling people to choose to remove
themselves from a collective agreement or award — or
indeed in Victoria a common-rule order.
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I give one example of what has happened in the
electorate of the Minister for Agriculture, who is the
minister at the table, up in Bendigo. I attended a
meeting at the time when there was a lot of angst
amongst employer groups about the reintroduction of
common-rule orders in Victoria — an understandable
angst when what is being considered is penalty rates in
an industry that for some 10 years had not had to pay
penalty rates in relation to weekend work or
otherwise — on the basis that some people were lowly
paid and were suffering the oppression of employers
around this state. I heard a number of employers on that
day criticise the state government’s proposal to
reintroduce common-rule orders. While it was a federal
act that implemented that, it was in fact an act that we
passed through this place, which the Liberal Party
opposed, that effectively drove an agenda that ensured
that it had to be passed by the federal Parliament. It was
the subject of negotiation over nine months to temper
down some aspects, but eventually it went through the
federal Parliament and implemented common-rule
orders.
As I said, a number of employers spoke against it, and a
Trades and Labour Council member got up and spoke
very much in favour of common-rule orders. With that,
a woman at the back of the restaurant we were in who
had been employed there for a number of years stood
up. I remember that she had bright red hair. She said, ‘I
am an employee in this place, and I have listened to
what you, the representatives of the union movement,
have said about what I should be doing about regulating
my affairs. You are telling me that I am doing the
wrong thing by working on a Saturday and a Sunday,
and you are telling me that my employer is doing the
wrong thing by employing me on a Saturday and a
Sunday. I am married, I have five kids and my husband
works full time. We need the money to ensure we can
pay our mortgage, we can have a second car and we
can go on a holiday once a year. I need to work, and
what is more, I enjoy what I do. I have been doing this
for 10-odd years in this place, and I want to be able to
work and to contribute to my family’. She said she had
five kids, two of them under the age of five.
An honourable member interjected.
Mr McINTOSH — Five kids! ‘You get them out of
bed, you get them dressed, you get them off to school
and you get them fed, and then you have to go along
and do your shopping and washing and all the other
household chores. Then you come back and you pick
them all up, bring them back home and quell all the
riots and the conflict between them. Then you have to
get them to bed’.
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An honourable member interjected.
Mr McINTOSH — This is not the H. R. Nicholls
Society talking, this is an employee speaking for
herself, exercising a right which you are denying her.
She is speaking for herself, and she says she does not
have the ability to work during the week. She sees her
work as part of her recreation. To use her own words,
‘On a Saturday my husband has to look after them all,
getting them to various sports all around the
countryside. I can go to work, and that is what I enjoy.
My friends work with me, and I enjoy what I do. Don’t
tell me I am doing the wrong thing by working
Saturdays and Sundays. That is when I choose to work,
that is when I want to work and that is when I am able
to work to contribute to the family’.
All WorkChoices is about is providing the opportunity
for those workers who want to opt out to do so, with the
agreement of their employer, and to not be part of the
collective. That is what it is essentially is about. Yes,
there can be productivity increases that are driven by
virtue of people opting out and making arrangements
that are in agreement with their employers and
everything else, but it is about enabling people to opt
out if they choose. If you want to be part of the
collective, you can be. If you want to be covered by an
award, you can be. I acknowledge that awards are now
limited in their scope because of the Fair Pay
Commission and the statutory minimum standards, but
for the first time statutory minimum standards have
been put into an act of Parliament, the very thing that
this government does not want to happen.
The point about all this is: if people want to opt out,
why should they not? We have seen many people
around this state choosing to opt out of collective
agreements for whatever reason — whether because of
convenience, because of a political belief or just
because they do not want to be told what to do.
When you empower people to make their own choices,
they love to make them. They do not need a patronising
government or a patronising tribunal or judge telling
them what is in their best interests, because often
people want to be able to make the choices themselves.
They want to be able to make decisions about what sort
of car they drive and where they go for their
holidays — whether they go to the Commonwealth
Games or to the grand prix. They want to be able to
say, ‘I can drive or catch public transport’. Yes, you can
change all those things, but the decision should be up to
them. This is what a Labor government does not
understand. There are many people who want to do
that — it does not have to be a majority, it can be a
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small number — and we as a Parliament, whether
federal or state, should be providing people with the
ability to make decisions for themselves.
That is the thing the Labor Party hates, because it
attacks its fundamental tenet, which is that you must be
part of the collective. If you are not part of the
collective, you are a nut; and if you are a nut, you have
to be penalised by having somebody else make
decisions for you. That is a fundamental ideological
difference between us and Labor. All the WorkChoices
legislation is about is enabling individuals to make their
own decisions. It is based on classic liberal doctrine,
which is that if you have all those individuals out there
maximising their own efforts to their own advantage,
then we are all made better off. The most important
thing is that that is what all this is about.
However, notwithstanding the fact that the Kennett
government referred all its industrial relations powers to
the commonwealth back in 1996, and notwithstanding
the fact that there was an election of a Labor
government back in 1999 that promised to revoke that
reference, what happened was that on day one Premier
Bracks worked out that it was of benefit to the
Victorian economy and to Victoria generally that
Victorians should be able to work under one, unified
system of industrial relations. The greatest and
strongest advocates for a unitary system of industrial
relations have been the Premier and the current
Minister for Industrial Relations. They have trooped
around this state and this country saying that being the
only state with a unified system of industrial relations
covering them has been of profound benefit to the
people of Victoria.
While we have had a bit of a revocation of a couple of
things — for example, the common-rule orders, which
had originally been excluded — this legislation is a
significant backward step as far as Victoria, the
government and this Parliament are concerned. We are
now getting a holus-bolus change of that unitary system
of industrial relations, because the Labor government
does not like people making individual choices for
themselves. If people choose to be part of the collective,
so be it; if they choose to be covered by an award, so be
it; and if they choose to have their own individual
arrangements to suit themselves and their employers, so
be it. We are now getting this dragging back, and the
most appalling thing about this is that it is being done
under a misconception. It has nothing to do with the
supposed disadvantages of any bill, because if you
describe as bad giving people choices and the ability to
make their own decisions, then we are really in for a
rocky ride — and that is exactly what the government is
saying. That particular part of the unitary system
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covering all public sector employees will now be
revoked, so we are going to have an individual system
for public sector employees and a different system
governing other private sector employees, and that will
create division and conflict in itself.
It is also very unclear how the removal or winding back
of the reference to public sector employees is going to
operate in practice, because in this particular
circumstance there is another real and significant
problem in relation to this matter. There are many
public sector employers defined by a variety of acts in
this state and included in this particular bill who might
be employees of statutory corporations within the
meaning of section 51 of the Australian constitution,
which refers to the corporations power that is being
used to govern or cover the field in relation to the
WorkChoices legislation.
I understand the Victorian government has now
challenged that. The reason for that is now clear,
because it wants to protect public sector employees.
The government is now revoking the reference in any
event, which makes the whole thing hypothetical, but
that particular challenge will go ahead and be heard in
May, and no doubt some time after that we will get a
decision by the High Court upon the constitutional
validity of that particular legislation.
As we know, there is nothing unusual or unclear about
the adoption of corporations powers — and the Trade
Practices Act is a case in point. It is a well-known and
well-tried piece of legislation which has adopted the
corporations powers and which has universal
application across all trading and financial corporations.
But there is a problem: in the event that the High Court
upholds the WorkChoices legislation, then
notwithstanding this particular legislation, which
purports to cover all public sector employees, those
statutory corporations may well be considered trading
corporations within the meaning of section 51, so you
will have the ambit of this bill whittled back, probably
to include only traditional, cardigan-wearing public
servants. We know, based on previous decisions by the
High Court, that hospitals, even public hospitals, are
considered trading corporations. Certainly schools are
not an issue: there is no doubt that schools are not
covered by the trading corporations provisions.
However, there is a real issue, for example, about
whether the police force is a trading corporation within
the meaning of the constitution. That will have to be
debated and discussed and will cause conflict over a
large number of years. Essentially this bill will create a
two-tier system between them and us. That will create
conflict. Regrettably, as we have seen, that is exactly
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what the union movement wants to create. The union
movement cannot exist without conflict — unless it has
something to fight against, something it has to say, a
conflict, it cannot exist. The union movement cannot
hack harmony. It cannot hack individuals making
choices and decisions for themselves. This bill will
create that disharmony and dislocation and a
them-and-us view of the world. That is a matter of real
concern.
I want to raise a matter with the Minister for Industrial
Relations; he has just entered the chamber and perhaps
he could deal with this matter. There is real concern
about this revocation of the reference insofar as it
implements the provisions of these designated
preserved awards and the idea that for the first time the
public sector will be a fair employer. The government
is the employer and one would hope and expect that it
would be a fair employer without needing legislation to
justify that. Apparently the government needs the
legislative framework to tell it how exactly it will be
fair and how that will be determined. However, even if
the government has this legislation there is a concern
that by revoking that part of the referral to the
commonwealth essentially the government is taking all
of those public sector employees out of the system
completely, to be governed by their own individual
awards and collective awards, which are not governed
by the federal system but are governed under the state.
Is there sufficient protection in relation to things like a
mechanism for resolving disputes on dismissal? I am
not even talking about unfair dismissal; I am asking
whether the government is really saying it is revoking
that part of the dispute resolution mechanism in relation
to determining wages and salaries, the fairness test and
all of those things. Is it so broad that it is the
government’s intention to revoke the reference in
relation to public sector employees completely? If so,
what is it going to do in relation to a dispute resolution
mechanism, for example, in dismissal procedures? Is it
just adopting the common law or is it going to have a
state-based mechanism of dispute resolution?
Again, it is them and us — two different tiers in the
system adding complexity and difficulty. This is
notwithstanding the minister in this place saying he
believes in the unitary system. The Premier has also
said he believes in the unitary system and they have
been entreating all of their state colleagues to support a
unitary system. This is a terrible bill because it destroys
that unitary system. It has been done on perception; it is
cosmetic. It is a self-righteous, feelgood piece of
legislation. Members opposite are sitting there
legislating for what should be their moral obligation as
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a government to be a fair employer. This government
needs a piece of legislation that says what is fair.
The government is not talking about determining in the
individual what is fair and just. Because it may not suit
it, because it may not suit a union movement, the
government is allowing the workplace arbiter to be the
arbiter of what is fair and what is not fair. That in itself
is completely wrong and reprehensible. At the end of
the day, this will necessarily have an adverse impact on
all workers — those who choose not to be part of the
collective and otherwise.
As I said, at the end of the day the whole idea of
industrial relations is something that should be
relegated to the dark ages. It should be about human
resources promoting and enabling all parties, whether
they are employers or employees. It is based on a
Dickensian model which is well and truly out of date. It
should be about empowering people to make their own
decisions. This philosophical argument belies the truth.
People are capable of deciding what team they barrack
for, what job they want to do and how they want to
structure their affairs. They should be able to do that
and they should not be penalised in any way for doing
so. Yes, there has to be a basic minimum standard, and
everybody accepts that. Indeed, the WorkChoices
legislation provides that minimum standard and draws a
line: last year’s national wage case has been adopted as
the minimum standard. For the first time this country
has an industrial relations system — —
Honourable members interjecting.
The ACTING SPEAKER (Mr Delahunty) —
Order! The member for Kew has the call.
Mr McINTOSH — The industrial relations system
has a line drawn under it that actually provides a
statutory safety net. Rather than something that is
determined by some obscure tribunal or a workplace
rights advocate set up here in Victoria, we actually have
a national piece of legislation that provides a safety net
under every single worker in this country.
What is really offensive is the number of people who
are pouring out of the system. This is a statistic worth
noting. In this country there are more people who
choose to conduct themselves as independent
contractors. Be they lawyers, be they doctors, be they
plumbers, be they carpenters, be they brickies, there are
more people choosing to be independent contractors in
this country. They are doing this for a variety of
reasons, whether it is taxation, whether they can all of a
sudden deduct large parts of the payments of their
mortgages or whether they can claim by way of tax
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deduction the second car or the telephone account at
home. It is all of those things.
There are more people now choosing to be independent
contractors in this country than there are trade union
members. The gap is growing as we speak, it is blowing
out. There are more independent contractors because
they are choosing to be independent contractors. That is
their absolute right. If they want to be an independent
contractor, so be it. If they want to be a trade union
member, so be it. That is their choice and no-one
should impose an obligation on anybody else.
In conclusion, to demonstrate just how bizarre the
approach to this bill is, I contacted the public sector
union and said legitimately that I wanted to talk to it
about this bill and get its views on it. The response was
a message left on my answering machine: ‘We have
nothing to say to you, Andrew McIntosh.’. So be it: be
it on their heads. The Liberal Party will oppose this
legislation.
Mr RYAN (Leader of The Nationals) — This bill is
a sham. It is an exercise in grandstanding. It is a
throwback by the Labor Party to an era gone by. I
suppose philosophically it is an example of the divide
between the way Labor looks at the world and thinks it
should and does operate and the reality of what is
actually out there in people’s minds and the way people
want to shape their lives these days.
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am not speaking about the partners with whom I was in
partnership but people who worked for me in a variety
of ways. The very best way to have an appropriate
work structure with those people was to give them
ownership of what they were involved in and the way
they could best do the job they were doing. I have been
careful over the years to say in all forums that I do not
have people who work for me, I have people who work
with me. I have taken care to express things in that way
over the years.
All this is driven by the notion that we have to get away
from this fundamental principle which seems to drive
the Labor government, and indeed the Labor opposition
federally, that it is them and us, that employers are out
to get these people all the time. In fact, experience in
today’s world demonstrates that what the people who
are working want is flexibility in their arrangements.
They want the capacity to make choices about what is
going to best serve their particular needs and the needs
of their family and environment. They want the
maximum flexibility.

The ACTING SPEAKER (Mr Delahunty) —
Order! The member for Morwell can put his name on
the list if he likes. The Leader of The Nationals has the
call.

People are voting on this issue with their feet. The
member for Kew has just recited what is indeed the
fact. The statistics are clearly there, and they are that we
now have more independent contractors in this nation
than we have people involved in unions. The logic of it
screams out, for heaven’s sake: if the government’s
argument were right, the figures would be reversed and
the trend would be going the other way. Why is it going
in the way in which it is going? It is doing so because
what people want is the flexibility to be able to choose
their arrangements in concert with those with whom
they work to best serve the needs of the people
concerned.

Mr RYAN — Underpinning this ridiculous piece of
legislation from the government is the notion that
people are not entitled to run their lives as they choose.
Somehow Labor wants to perpetuate the myth that
employers are all crooks who are out to get the best
they can from their employees, who do the wrong thing
by them and generally look after their employees in a
manner which does them no justice, and for their part
employees are forever being milked by rampant
employers who are intent on being able to discriminate
against people in a manner which will best advantage
them. It is just such a myth. Employers well and truly
understand that the very best way to get the very best of
outcomes in relation to the work environment is to give
employees ownership of the business in which they are
engaged. That is the very best way to do it.

So this legislation is a throwback. It is an attempt to get
back into the Dark Ages before the referrals were made
out of Victoria by the previous government, and there is
just no need for it. Apart from anything else, what also
makes it a sham is that there is just no legislative barrier
to any employer providing pay and conditions above
the statutory minimum. This bill prescribes that awards
and enterprise bargaining agreements in place
immediately prior to the coming into operation of the
commonwealth amendments remain the minimum for
public sector employees. That outcome can easily be
achieved by a policy direction from the government. It
does not need legislation. We do not need this bill to do
what this government of its own volition can do. It does
not need to bring in this legislation. This is utter
grandstanding.

I employed people for many years, and not just
professional people in the firm with whom I worked. I

From the perspective of The Nationals, it is ridiculous
that this legislation is the subject of debate. The whole

Mr Jenkins interjected.
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thing is obviously anathema to the unions. They want to
maintain a prescriptive and complex system of awards
and conditions, giving them the maximum opportunity
to make life as difficult as possible for employers, and it
would enable them to deploy rank-and-file workers as
the cannon fodder for that sort of an argument. When
you look through this legislation you see that we are
now going to have a layer added to the process of,
importantly, enabling people who will be looking from
time to time to have improvements in their wages and
conditions. This additional layer of legislation will be
imposed on those people, and it will just be another
barrier to be hurdled before those increased pay and
conditions can be achieved.

shows our fundamental differences in philosophy, our
fundamental differences in attitude and our
fundamental differences in compassion towards the
work force in our community. In the face of these
outrageous attacks on the Australian and Victorian
work force, the instinct of the Bracks government is to
protect our work force and to look after it. Such is the
background of the bill before us. In the face of the
WorkChoices legislation in Canberra, our instincts are
to first of all look after our own and then be part of the
defence of living standards for families around the state
by dint of advocacy. This is certainly partly carried out
by our outstanding Minister for Industrial Relations and
many other advocates in the community.

The Nationals are not going to oppose the legislation.
This is simply because, I make it clear to the chamber,
we think this stunt — and it is just that — is designed
specifically to enable the Labor Party to do what I
anticipate it will be doing, having regard to the course
that has been indicated on behalf of the opposition by
the member for Kew. The Labor Party is going to go
out and belt the Liberal Party apparently for its
intention to oppose this legislation in circumstances
where this is meaningless rubbish. This legislation is
simply not needed, and when the government issues the
press releases it can leave The Nationals out of it,
because as we have said from the start of this whole
debate — —

Of course the attitude of the Liberal Party in particular,
as outlined in the house today, is very similar to the
instincts and the reactions we have seen in practice.
This is the case not only in respect of the contents of the
federal WorkChoices legislation. We also think back to
the time when the former Premier, Mr Kennett, had the
opportunity to practise what he preached. What did he
do? How did his government treat the public sector
work force? There were instant sackings and
dismissals, there was browbeating on a widespread
scale, there was the use of regulation to silence and
intimidate the work force, and there was a concerted
attempt to de-unionise the work force and to take away
its voice and to remove protections, particularly from
the more vulnerable.

Mr Crutchfield interjected.
The ACTING SPEAKER (Mr Delahunty) —
Order! The member for South Barwon will have his
time.
Mr RYAN — This ridiculous sham is being seen
through by the people of Victoria, and indeed the
people of Australia; they see it for exactly what it is.
People have voted with their feet at a federal level in
relation to all of this, and I am sure that the sorts of
statistics I have already referred to regarding
independent contractors and union membership are also
going to continue. The reality is what the reality
portrays: people want to have the choice to have the
flexibility to deal with their lives in the way in which
they think best suits their interests. They do not want
some government operating on a Big Brother basis
coming in and conducting itself in the way that this
legislation indicates should occur.
Mr MILDENHALL (Footscray) — There are
many occasions in this house when the views of the
various parties are really quite similar and we just have
a bit of a difference of opinion about strategy, but on
this occasion we have one of those litmus test bills that

You can even hear those instincts and attitudes voiced
in this place — even the throwaway lines about our
work force being the cardigan wearers and that sort of
terminology. We also have another clear example of the
instinct outlined in an article in the Herald Sun this
morning, where the federal government is threatening
Victorian and Australian union members that they
should not strike or protest about the introduction and
implementation of the new legislation. If they do
individuals will be fined up to $6600 each and unions
will be fined $33 000 for unlawful protests. So there we
have the clear instinctive difference in reactions to these
changes and outrageous attacks on working conditions:
the Liberal Party supports those attacks, and Labor
seeks to protect the vulnerable, to protect its own work
force.
It is particularly important for me. In my electorate I
have many people who are employed in vulnerable
situations. A lot of people are employed in the cleaning
industry and the hospitality industry. They are workers
who stand to lose a lot. Once shift loadings, night-shift
allowances, overtime meal allowances, toilet cleaning
allowances, uniform allowances et cetera are removed,
someone on a cleaner’s wage could see a wage cut of

PUBLIC SECTOR EMPLOYMENT (AWARD ENTITLEMENTS) BILL
Thursday, 30 March 2006

ASSEMBLY

up to $9600 a year. In the hospitality industry the
reduction in those award provisions can result in the
loss of wages of up to $7000 per year. These are direct
and highly significant, highly damaging impacts on the
incomes of the most vulnerable in the community, and
they are being perpetrated by Minister Kevin Andrews
and the Howard government.
As I say, the instincts and the reaction of the Bracks
government are to introduce the Public Sector
Employment (Award Entitlements) Bill to ensure that
employers in the public sector do not get up to the
tricks that are being encouraged by Howard’s
WorkChoices legislation. I am talking about the sorts of
tricks that we have seen already, the day after the
implementation or the coming into force of the
WorkChoices legislation: the sacking of nine unionists
at Triangle Cables in Port Melbourne, where there is a
strong suggestion in the two articles in the Age that the
company has been restructured to enable the new unfair
dismissal laws to be implemented by reducing the size
of the entity to less than 100 employees and thus
allowing for instant dismissals. It appears that those
who were instantly dismissed were those who had
taken an active role in union affairs and those who were
spared the sackings were those who signed letters on
10 January resigning from the union.
Now you would not have thought we would see this
sort of activity in this day and age in Australia. We
have also had reports, even as recently as yesterday, of
a nursing home in Traralgon, Bartling Place, where
16 division 2 nurses were offered redundancies but
were then offered to be re-hired at a new and much
lower rate. Fortunately the Australian Nursing
Federation was on the case and has managed to try to
hold that up, but this is the sort of activity promoted by
this legislation — a direct, punitive and damaging
attack on the living standards of Victorian and
Australian workers, and particularly the more
vulnerable.
Of course the laws were not needed. Australia’s work
force is among the most flexible in the world. It is
certainly the most casualised, outside of Spain, so it is
certainly hardworking, productive and flexible on world
standards. The Howard government has lost the plot in
terms of this economic agenda. It has taken the Bracks
government, with its proposed third wave of reform, to
point out that the real issue, the real challenge, is around
skills development, infrastructure investment and
restructuring. It is not about punishing your work force.
It is not about that H. R. Nicholls and Kennett
government attitude, ‘Let’s beat up on our staff. Let’s
beat up on our employees and intimidate them into
harder work’. That is not the Australian way, but,
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unfortunately, with this hard right-wing ideologically
driven federal government and its friends in Victoria
that is the world that we are working in at the moment.
This bill today is part of a fight-back. It is part of trying
to put the some protections around a significant part of
the Victorian work force. It is symbolic in a sense, but it
is part of the government’s advocacy to the wider
community that you can resist these dreadful attacks on
living standards, you can organise and get together, and
collectively the community will overcome this scourge.
Mr HONEYWOOD (Warrandyte) — We are not
surprised that the government — a government without
any foresight, a government that is not interested in
economic reform and a government that only seeks to
engage in shameless revenue grabs like the new
congestion levy — is also hell-bent on disallowing the
transition of federal industrial relations laws that will
accommodate the greater demand for choice and
flexibility in our workplaces.
I take up one of the comments made by the retiring
member for Footscray, who said the Kennett
government unilaterally sacked thousands of public
servants. Not one of those public servants left without a
golden handshake. Ironically, what did a large number
of those public servants who left with their golden
handshake do? They went out and became small
business people. They went out into the real world, and
they discovered that it was difficult to employ people.
They discovered it was hard to make a quid. They had
their golden handshake — —
Mr Hulls interjected.
Mr HONEYWOOD — Wait for the book — the
manual! They had their golden handshake and they
went out and opened small businesses and they had to
employ people in many cases. They soon realised the
depths of despair they were put into by this
government’s shameless support for the trade union
movement.
Of course, not surprisingly, we now have a situation in
Victoria where there are more independent contractors
than there are union members, more people willing to
get out and make a quid on their own merit without
being entangled by the union constrictions that are so
damaging to productivity in the state’s economy. There
is little doubt that the federal WorkChoices legislation
contains big reforms. As noted by our Prime Minister,
the reforms proposed in the legislation are fair reforms
and they are all about securing the future prosperity of
Australian individuals and families. These changes are
necessary to secure the economic development of
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Australia as the WorkChoices reforms rest on the very
simple proposition that the best guarantee of good jobs,
high wages, high living standards and a decent society
is a productive and healthy economy.
The WorkChoices reforms are aimed at securing the
strong economy that Australia now enjoys because the
federal government recognises that now is not the time
to be complacent; it is not the time for the federal
government to slap itself on the back for a job well
done, even though we think it deserves it.
The Bracks government does not seem to understand
that no system of industrial regulation can ensure jobs
for working Australians or support higher wages, and
therefore a better standard of living, if our economy is
not going strong compared with other economies. This
is a basic lesson that has been repeated time and again
throughout Australia’s industrial relations history, but
the Labor Party has refused to learn it. Surely you
would think even members of the Labor Party would
recognise this after Labor’s recession that we had to
have — according to it — in the early 1990s. Surely
that bitter lesson showed the Labor Party’s economic
and industrial relations policies to be a complete failure.
During the Hawke-Keating period, when the minister at
the table, the Minister for Industrial Relations, was a
transitory backbencher, we had the accord syndrome.
This involved the union movement basically putting
forward ambit claims and the Labor government by and
large rolling over. The union accords were recipes for
entrenching the status quo and did not acknowledge the
need for genuine productivity improvements if we were
to remain competitive, particularly with other
manufacturing exporting countries. This nation cannot
move forward through the coming century while we
have governments like that made up by members
opposite, which fails to be innovative and, worst of all,
fails to learn from previous Labor Party government
mistakes.
The forward-thinking WorkChoices reforms offer more
choice and flexibility for both employees and
employers. At the same time the reforms ensure that a
fair and robust safety net of working conditions is
protected by law. That is right — a safety net of
working conditions will be protected by law under the
federal government reforms. The WorkChoices reforms
will set minimum wage standards by establishing the
Australian Fair Pay Commission. The AFPC will set
and adjust minimum and award classification wages;
minimum wages for juniors, trainees, apprentices and
employees with disabilities; casual loadings; and other
categories of working conditions. The WorkChoices
reforms will not compromise the current increase that
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was set during the 2005 safety net review by the
Australian Industrial Relations Commission. Minimum
and award classification wages will not fall below this
level. Unlike the current system, the AFPC will take a
wider ranging and proactive approach to this issue,
which will involve comprehensive consultation that
will allow all those affected to have a say.
The Bracks government will try to tell the Victorian
community that the WorkChoices reforms will hurt the
average worker and that current working standards will
be reduced under the new laws. This is a complete
fabrication. In fact for the first time at the federal level
the Howard government will set in law minimum
conditions of employment. This includes annual leave;
personal leave, including sick leave and carers leave;
parental leave, including maternity leave; and
maximum ordinary hours of work. These conditions
will come together with the minimum and award
classification wages that are set by the AFPC to
establish the fair pay and conditions standards.
Any new workplace agreements will be required to
meet the fair pay commission’s standards throughout
the life of the agreement. Moreover, any award
provisions that deal with the previously noted
conditions of employment such as sick leave that are
more generous than the fair pay commission’s
standards will continue to apply for existing and new
employees covered by those awards. It is also important
to note that under the WorkChoices legislation the
Australian Industrial Relations Commission will
continue to play a role in dispute resolution as well as
continuing to contribute to the regulation of industrial
action, right of entry, unfair dismissal and registered
organisations.
The opposition we are seeing from the Bracks
government, while predictable, is designed to stop
forward-moving and fair workplace reforms that are in
the best interests of our nation and our families.
Currently Australia has more than 130 different pieces
of employment-related legislation, at least 4000
different awards and no less than 6 different systems of
workplace regulation. It is a nonsense. Most companies
now have interstate transactions and many have
factories across different borders. They should not be
too restricted by their human resource staff having to
focus on different systems of regulation that can then be
played off against one another. And of course this
causes massive confusion to any overseas company
wanting to invest in a meaningful way in employing
Australian workers.
We on this side of the house know that this ridiculous,
unworkable tangle of regulation fits in with the Bracks
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government’s spaghetti junction system of
government — a system of confusion, red tape and
inaction — but we also know something the spaghetti
government over there fails to understand: that such a
system places massive costs on employers and
employees alike. What the spaghetti government
opposite also fails to recognise is that Australia’s
economy is an integrated, national economy and that it
would be completely nonsensical to adopt workplace
relations laws that are not national in their focus.
We know the Bracks government would probably
prefer the complexity, inefficiency and confusion
created by six different systems of employment-related
legislation and over 4000 different awards, not to
mention the wasteful duplication of state and
commonwealth arrangements with ad hoc and patchy
coverage of the current commonwealth award system.
But those of us who wish to secure jobs, higher living
standards, flexible working arrangements, better
avenues for workplace negotiations and better
opportunities for Australian workers know that the
current system is not the way forward in achieving
these goals.
Since it took office the Howard government has been
overwhelmingly successful in creating jobs for
Australians. Even the government opposite could not
deny that. It has reduced unemployment to 30-year
lows, achieved fantastic real wage increases and
slashed working days lost to industrial disputes. The
following evidence cannot be disputed by the Bracks
government. Firstly, since March 1996 over 1.7 million
new jobs have been created, of which 900 000 have
been full time and 800 000 have been part time. Whilst
this inept state government is watching jobs march
across the border to other states because it is not doing
enough to ensure that employers have the flexibility in
the workplace that they need, other states — Peter
Beattie is doing a great job in Queensland that
regard — are poaching companies from us. At least the
federal government is responsible for creating these
extra jobs.
Secondly, in contrast, between March 1989 and
March 1996, 707 000 jobs were created, of which
188 000 were full time and 519 000 were part time.
Unemployment is presently at 5.1 per cent and has
remained steady at the lowest level seen in 30 years.
This contrasts dramatically to the disgraceful 10.9 per
cent unemployment recorded at the height of the early
1990s recession, when the Minister for Industrial
Relations was a federal Labor Party backbencher.
Real wages have increased by 14.9 per cent since 1996
compared to 1.2 per cent in the Hawke-Keating period
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between 1983 and 1996, during which time the ALP
and the Australian Council of Trade Unions joined
forces in a deliberate strategy to suppress real wage
increases. According to the Department of Employment
and Workplace Relations the minimum wage declined
by around 5 per cent in real terms in that time.
Nationally the record of the Labor Party is not good,
and we support the reforms set forward for the people
of Australia.
Mr CRUTCHFIELD (South Barwon) — I
certainly have great pleasure as a former firefighter and
public servant and a current member of the United
Firefighters Union of Australia in speaking on the
Public Sector Employment (Award Entitlements) Bill.
It has galvanised public sector unions as one. There is
an unusual unanimity between public sector unions
about this bill. It is wrong to suggest public sector
unions endorse everything the Victorian Labor Party
does. We have our fair share of differences, as the
Minister for Industrial Relations, who is at the table,
would be well aware, but this is not one. This is
something about which all public sector unions are as
one, and rightfully so. The WorkChoices legislation has
created inherent unfairness that will be imposed on our
most vulnerable workers.
In Parliament back in August 2005 the Premier made a
commitment to protecting public sector unions, and this
bill goes down that track. It is interesting that members
of The Nationals have acknowledged that they are
supporting this bill. They can see which way the wind
is blowing. Federally their party and some members of
the federal Liberal Party have acknowledged that there
is some inherent unfairness in the WorkChoices
legislation, and The Nationals at a state level have said
that this bill is worthy of support. Some 10 000 people
in Geelong rallied against WorkChoices late last year,
and I was there along with all the Geelong
parliamentary contingent. It was an exceptional march
into Johnstons Park. The feeling was absolutely
extraordinary and was matched in Melbourne and other
regional centres as some 200 000 people around
Victoria marched against the WorkChoices legislation.
Following that rally I read in the Age of polling by the
Australian Council of Trade Unions in 14 marginal
federal seats, one of which was Corangamite in my
neck of the woods, which is held by Stewart McArthur.
The polls showed that nearly 60 per cent of people say
that WorkChoices will change their vote — and it is not
for the Liberal Party. This resonates in my electorate of
South Barwon, and it is something the Premier has said
we will campaign on.
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I want to point out a concern regarding tradies in
Geelong. A number of small business employers are
concerned about metropolitan contractors coming into
Geelong and undercutting them by paying their workers
less, which they can do under this federal legislation.
That is a concern for those workers and for many
people in my electorate, and I will continue to
campaign on this issue during the elections.
Dr HARKNESS (Frankston) — It is quite clear that
Victoria has entered a very bleak era of industrial
relations following the introduction of the Howard
government’s grossly unfair industrial relations regime.
These laws pose a real danger to working families,
particularly in Frankston. The federal government’s
500 pages of unfair regulations and 1200 pages of
unfair legislation are a massive con on Victorian
workers and seek to remove existing award
entitlements for public sector employees throughout
this state. But the bill before us today, the Public Sector
Employment (Award Entitlements) Bill, seeks to
preserve those entitlements. It will also maintain the
existing award safety net and the outcome of the
Australian Industrial Relations Commission’s family
provisions test case decision as the benchmark for the
no-disadvantage test for all future public sector
agreements.
The federal WorkChoices legislation — the so-called
work choices legislation — involves the most
significant threat to employment conditions for many
years. It is a brutal attack on the award safety net and
fair agreement-making and stands in very stark contrast
to the Victorian government’s support for cooperative
and productive industrial relations.
The Bracks government’s policy has always been to
support comprehensive award coverage for its
employees and for agreement-making with employees
and their representatives. This government, along with
many community groups, unions, churches and other
organisations has long campaigned against the federal
changes that became law this week. While the Liberal
Party seeks to destroy the rights of workers, the Bracks
government is continuing to work to protect the rights
of working families. I congratulate the Premier and the
Minister for Industrial Relations — a terrific
minister — who is at the table, for all their efforts so far
to do everything possible to protect public sector award
conditions.
Australia’s proud history of a fair go for workers and
their families is being destroyed by the commonwealth
government, and I am certainly encouraging Frankston
families to carefully examine their workplace
arrangements under this new regime. The tradition of a
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living wage and fair and reasonable conditions is one
from which many Australians have benefited, but that
tradition has come to an end, and now more than ever
workers need to know their current rights and
entitlements before entering into any new agreements.
For Victoria’s 254 000 public sector workers the
legislation before us today will protect current
entitlements to include the final test case findings by the
Australian Industrial Relations Commission. The
federal law is unfair. The Liberal Party does not care. It
knows that these laws are unfairly going to hit working
families in places such as Frankston. The bill before us
is a terrific piece of legislation, and I wish it a very
speedy passage through this house.
Mr LONEY (Lara) — I also welcome the
opportunity to make a few remarks on this piece of
legislation, which is indeed important legislation for
working families in this state and for those employed in
the public sector.
In one sense it is unfortunate that we have to have this
legislation, but we have to protect Victorian workers
from attacks by their own federal government — and
that is precisely what this legislation aims to do. It aims
to defend Victorian workers in the public sector from
attacks on their awards and conditions under the
so-called WorkChoices legislation, which has been
introduced by the Howard federal government as part
of its ideological war on workers in Australia. Having
listened to some of the contributions from the
opposition, all we seem to get in response to what is
going on here is some sort of smugly arrogant
ideological jargon about so-called choice. We keep
having this claptrap trotted out to us. I can say that for
the average worker there is absolutely no choice. There
is no commonality and no equality of bargaining
position in industrial relations given the way the federal
legislation has been introduced. This is simply an attack
on the right to organise, and it is purely ideological.
The Public Sector Employment (Award Entitlements)
Bill is an attempt to at least in one part of the Victorian
work force redress the balance and ensure that workers
who are employed by this government will have decent
wages, conditions and entitlements, will suffer no
disadvantage to their current employment and in fact in
some respects will still be able to pick up entitlements
which were coming through in the last year or so but
which have not yet been applied to their award
conditions. Under this legislation Victorian public
sector workers will be protected. I hope this sends a
message to the broader community of employers in
Victoria. I hope they will take the lead from this and
decide to work with their employees in a cooperative
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manner rather than in the punitive environment which
the federal government wishes to impose on the work
force.
When you ask about the regime that the federal
government wants to impose on Victorian workers you
do not have to go too far back in history to find out
what it is. On 7 March — about three weeks ago —
Senator Nick Minchin appeared as guest speaker at a
H. R. Nicholls Society meeting, where he set out the
real agenda. What we found out is that the current
attack on workers is by no means the conclusion of the
war that has been imposed by the federal Liberal Party;
instead it is just the beginning. Senator Minchin told the
H. R. Nicholls Society that the real intention is to ‘tear
down the whole industrial relations edifice’. Of course,
he was strongly supported in that. His speech went over
very well, but it was never meant to get out. Fortunately
it was reported and those remarks did come out, and as
a result Victorian workers understand what is in store
for them as this progresses. It forced the Prime Minister
into retreating very quickly and denying that there was
any further agenda. But those remarks and the remarks
of Des Moore at the time about what should occur
made it clear.
The enthusiasm of members of the H. R. Nicholls
Society such as the federal Treasurer and others for
tearing down the industrial relations edifice is well
known. This is why this legislation is extremely
important. It will protect Victorian workers. It is
therefore a very good and worthwhile piece of
legislation that has my wholehearted support.
Ms LINDELL (Carrum) — It gives me a great deal
of pleasure to join the debate. In one sense I join it not
as a politician but as a parent and a person very
concerned about the rights and working lives of my
young adult children and their friends and all other
young people in Victoria.
I want to speak briefly on the bill, which results from
statements made by the Premier in August last year
when he announced that as an employer the Victorian
state government would be keeping the existing award
conditions and seeking by whatever means possible to
have those enshrined for the future as well — and that
is what we are doing here for public sector employees.
This bill is needed because of the federal WorkChoices
legislation and the gutting of any ongoing protection for
workers outside the public sector.
As many members in the chamber know, I have two
young adults in my family who have gone into the
work force and, by and large, have been pleased with
the treatment they have received from employers, but
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many of their friends have not had that good fortune.
We know there are employers who will abuse the lack
of knowledge of young people, and that took place
under the old regime. But with the new WorkChoices
legislation there is no choice at all. People are told,
‘This is the job we give you. This is the time you will
come. If you come and we have no work for you, we
will send you home. We do not really care that you
have spent an hour getting here and that it may have
cost you an extraordinary amount of money to get to
the workplace. It is not convenient for us now. Come
back tonight or tomorrow and maybe we will have
something for you. If that is not good enough for you,
then we do not really need you as an employee’.
Yesterday on radio 774 ABC Melbourne the federal
minister, Kevin Andrews, was asked by someone who
rang in whether he would work under the conditions
that he had forced on working families across Australia.
He pointed out that he could be sacked overnight once
every three years following an election campaign. Isn’t
that amazing? He has for himself — and other
politicians have it — a wonderful job where he faces
the music once every three years, but we have young
people going to work day after day faced with the
prospect of not having a job if they speak out in any
sense about injustice — and maybe not injustice they
have suffered but injustice one of their workmates has
suffered. If they speak out or say, ‘I do not want to
come back tonight at midnight to do my shift. You told
me yesterday to come at 10.00 a.m., so I am here now. I
am ready to work’, they can be told, ‘We do not want
you now. Come back tonight at midnight, and if that is
not good enough, do not come back at all’.
The legislation we are passing today is great legislation
that will protect the public sector workers of this state.
The WorkChoices legislation that was passed last year
by the federal government is demeaning, rude and
abusive and will not stand the test of time. It will do
nothing for Australia’s productivity, and it will impose
great stress on working families.
Debate adjourned on motion of Mr MERLINO
(Monbulk).
Debate adjourned until later this day.

EDUCATION AND TRAINING REFORM
BILL
Second reading
Debate resumed from 28 March; motion of
Ms KOSKY (Minister for Education and Training).
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Ms KOSKY (Minister for Education and
Training) — I seek leave to make available to the house
the draft regulations relating to home-schooling.
Leave granted.
Dr NAPTHINE (South-West Coast) — South-West
Coast is fortunate in having great diversity in its
high-quality schools. There are high-quality state
primary and secondary schools, together with
high-quality Catholic and independent schools. There
are great teachers, excellent principals and good school
leaders supported by strong and active school councils
and local communities that love their schools. The area
is also well served by the South-West Institute of
TAFE, which has campuses in Warrnambool, Portland,
Hamilton and now at Glenormiston. Of course
Warrnambool is the home of the highly credentialled
Warrnambool campus of Deakin University, under the
dynamic leadership of Professor Rob Wallis. All those
organisations have a direct interest in and concern about
this legislation.
The legislation covers a range of areas, and given the
limited time available to speakers by agreement I just
want to quickly run through some of the issues that
have been raised with me by various members of those
school communities and people in the wider
South-West Coast electorate that needed to be put on
the record. I will deal with them in the order in which
they are raised in the bill.
In chapter 2 of the bill, headed ‘School education’,
clause 2.1.1. lifts the school-leaving age from 15 to 16.
We all understand that, wherever it is possible, students
who remain at school longer traditionally have a better
chance of long-term, secure employment and job
opportunities. However, some students have difficulty
learning in a school setting and benefit by leaving
school early and undertaking skills training,
apprenticeships and other opportunities to develop
themselves and their careers.
I ask the minister in her summing up to give an
assurance to the house and to the school community
that while the school-leaving age has been raised to 16
there will be clear opportunities for exemption where
students would benefit from leaving school early and
taking up those opportunities. I note that the minister is
nodding her head.
That clause also address the issue of home-schooling. I,
like other members, have been inundated with concerns
about home-schooling from overseas and in emails
across the local airwaves. Some of them are irrelevant,
but a number are very relevant to the local community.
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One was from Mr Peter Lim in Woodford in my
electorate. He said:
The role of the government in education should be to provide
the option of quality institutionalised education to parents
whilst reinforcing the parents’ right to choose institutionalised
or alternate methods for educating their children. The bill as it
stands shifts parental responsibility to ascertain what is best
for their children to the minister.

That reflects the views of a number of people involved
in home-schooling in my electorate, who are opposed
to what is in the bill. They are also concerned about
what is in the regulations, and on their behalf I say that
there should be greater choice and opportunity in
education. I am also concerned about the direction of
this bill with regard to the removal of choice.
The second issue I raise is part 2.2, in which the
government changes the names of schools from state
schools to government schools. I object to that, and
many people in the community object to that. These
schools are not instruments or creatures of the
government of the day. They are institutions of the state
of Victoria and they should remain as state schools.
State schools are not owned and operated by the
government of the day. I and many other people object
to that name change.
I am concerned that in clauses 2.2.4 and 2.2.5 the
government is positioning itself to charge those over
20 years of age fees for doing their Victorian certificate
of education (VCE). In an environment where we are
trying to encourage people into lifelong learning and
saying that people can have a number of career choices
in their life and that ongoing education and skills
development are important parts of that, it is a
retrograde step for the government to be sending a
message to people over the age of 20 that if they go
back to do their VCE they will be liable for fees and
charges.
Ms Kosky interjected.
Dr NAPTHINE — The bill provides for that,
despite the minister’s rhetoric across the table — but if
that is the government’s position, she should make sure
the bill reflects what the government is saying. There
should be no fees for those people, and the bill needs to
reflect that.
Clause 2.2.11 refers to religious instruction. I am
pleased this provision is in the legislation, because the
government’s original view was to ban religious
instruction and religious education in schools. There
was a very strong grassroots campaign by the
community, supported by Liberal members of
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Parliament, to ensure that religious education remained
within our schools, and I think it is fantastic.
I strongly support clause 2.2.12, which says that
students are to have ceremonies to acknowledge their
roles as Australian citizens, which means we will have
ceremonies involving the Australian flag and Australian
citizenship in our schools, and again I think that is
fantastic.
My other concerns relate to the Victorian Registration
and Qualifications Authority (VRQA) and are reflected
in an email I received from the principal of an
independent school, who said:
I think the biggest concern is simply the potential for the
independence of independent schools to be threatened — and
also the weight of potential administrative demands which
seem to me to be designed to make the sector more like the
government sector — which is precisely why so many people
have moved towards independence and away from the
government system! In particular, [there is] the whole process
of accountability and quality of reporting — the issue of
which I have no problems with either in fact — but there is an
implicit assumption in the bill that the independent sector
‘needs work’, whereas in reality they have led the field in
both capacities.

What I am concerned about with the VRQA is that it
gives the minister the power to fundamentally control
independent and Catholic schools, and that is
inappropriate. People should have choice. This bill is
anti-choice for both parents and students, and it is not in
the interests of good, free education in the state of
Victoria.
Ms MUNT (Mordialloc) — I am very pleased to
speak today in support of the Education and Training
Reform Bill 2006. Many of the provisions of the
current act of 1958 remain unchanged since 1872. The
act is a bit of a mish-mash of amendments and different
parts and is not really representative of our current
education system. This 2006 bill has been the subject of
widespread review and consultation, of which I have
been a part, and has had a lot of input from a lot of
different sectors. So I feel privileged to speak in support
of this bill today.
The new act reflects current education requirements and
the successful provision of quality education and
training for all. Education enables our citizens to reach
their full potential. It also enables us to maximise our
economic, social and cultural potential. As this is a very
large and complex piece of legislation that covers many
areas, I would like to focus on two main areas: the
provision of free instruction until year 12 or equivalent
in government schools and the new provisions for
school councils. I am particularly interested in both of
these areas. I would also like to make a short comment

745

on the controversial areas of religious education in
government schools and the home-schooling
provisions.
I am particularly interested in the guarantee of free
instruction until year 12 or equivalent in government
schools or a guaranteed place in a TAFE institute or
other public training provider for the benefit of our
students with a disability. There has been a case in my
electorate at Parkdale Secondary College of a young
man with Down syndrome. His mother was particularly
concerned with his ongoing education through to
year 12 or equivalent because the school was worried
about the provision of funding. She came to my office
on a number of occasions and spoke to me about that
particular concern. It is a concern for parents of many
children with a disability, because they do not track
through the primary and secondary sectors according to
their age as other students do. It takes them longer, in
other words, to get to the point where they want to go.
Sometimes they are older than 18 when they come to
year 12. So I am very pleased that that has now been
guaranteed for these students up until the age of 20. I
would like to say, ‘Well done, Joanne, for fighting for
your son’. This provision, from my point of view, is for
you, so congratulations!
I would also like to make mention of the provision in
the bill regarding legal protection for school councils
and also the clarification of their roles and
responsibilities. Clause 2.3.32 headed ‘Indemnity for
school council members’ states:
The Crown must indemnify a person who is or has been a
member of a school council constituted under this Division or
section 13 of the Education Act 1958 as in force immediately
before the commencement of this section against any liability
in respect of any loss or damage suffered by the council or
any other person in respect of anything necessarily or
reasonably done or omitted to be done by the member or
former member in good faith —
(a) in the exercise of a power or the performance of a
function of a member; or
(b) in the reasonable belief that the act or omission was in
the exercise of a power or the performance of a function
of a member.

During my years as a school council member at
Mentone Primary School in my local area there was
always confusion and some concern about the rights
and responsibilities of school councillors, so this
clarification of those rights and responsibilities under
the proposed act will, I hope, facilitate the very
important work done by our school councils for our
schools and our local communities. The volunteers who
serve on the school councils do a wonderful job: they
put in many hours and really support our state school
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education system. So I would also like to congratulate
all those people in my local area who do that wonderful
work.
I would also like to quickly congratulate the Minister
for Education Services on her announcement of
$500 000 funding for the support of school council
members. That has been a great announcement. I would
also like to congratulate the Minister for Education and
Training for all her wonderful work in putting together
this legislation. It has been a big job, and I think it is a
wonderful result.
I turn briefly to the concern about religious education in
schools. I received many petitions, letters, emails and
visits, and I would like to put on the record that this bill
actually states that religious education will continue
unchanged in our schools. I hope that will be a great
comfort to the many people who have come to my
office with their concerns.
With regard to home-schooling, this bill simply brings
Victoria into line with other states of Australia, making
the regulations Australia-wide regulations. I would also
like to quickly say that the government focuses very
firmly on education, and it is a privilege to be part of
this government and to speak in support of the bill
today.
Mrs POWELL (Shepparton) — I am pleased to
speak on the Education and Training Reform Bill. The
Nationals will not be opposing the legislation, but will
put forward a number of amendments. As other
speakers have said, this is a large piece of legislation
which makes quite a large number of changes to
education, including vocational education, in Victoria.
Like other members, I would like to put on record the
great work of the fantastic government and
non-governments schools I have in my electorate as
well as that of the Goulburn Ovens Institute of TAFE. I
put on record the great work of the schools in my
electorate and the commitment of the teachers and the
school councils.
The Minister for Education and Training has stated that
this is the most significant education reform legislation
since the original act of 1872. That is fairly significant.
I have had a bit of criticism coming through my
electorate from mainly home-schoolers — or
home-educators, as I think they like to be called —
about the lack of consultation that they were given
before the bill came into this place.
The government released the exposure draft of the
Education and Training Reform Bill in December 2005
and closed submissions on Monday, 23 January, which
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allowed just over a month for the public to comment on
a 427-page document.
Mr Perton interjected.
Mrs POWELL — This was over the school
holidays. The schools were closed and the teachers and
parents were on holidays. When people return to
schools their minds are not on putting forward
submissions, they are thinking about getting their
children ready for the school year, so it was unfortunate
that that was the time it was open for submissions. I am
sure that a lot of people would have liked to put in a
submission on this piece of legislation.
As I understand it, there were also no public forums or
information sessions before the close of submissions. I
was made aware of a public meeting that was
advertised in the Herald Sun of 4 March. Members will
note that that was actually after the legislation was
introduced into Parliament. The meeting was with the
parliamentary secretary on Monday, 6 March, which
was two days later. It was held for people to learn how
the proposed laws would affect home-schoolers. There
has been a lot of criticism about that because not
enough notice of this particular meeting was given and
also because it was held during the day when not
everybody was able to attend.
I received an email from Robert Withall of Kyabram,
who attended the meeting. He said that they were able
to gather from the meeting that no research or surveys
on home-education or home-schooling were done for
data to be compiled to give the reason for the changes.
No reason was given for the changes. The member for
Rodney in his contribution pointed out that not one
parent has been taken to court for not giving a child
appropriate schooling in the last 16 years. That is
important in that it shows realistically that the data is
not there to support that home-schooling is not of
benefit to the children.
The bill establishes a new regulatory body, which will
monitor the standards for schools, training providers
and higher education providers, except the existing
universities. It will also monitor home-schooling. That
is one of the things that most angers the
home-schoolers, or home-educators. For many years
they have taught their own children, and they are saying
that while there is a need to register schools and
home-educators — and The Nationals do not disagree
with the registration of home-schoolers — what they
and we are saying is that those who wish to
home-school their own children should not have to
comply with the same standards that a school has to
comply with. The government says that these standards
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involve a light-touch approach, but The Nationals say
there should be a hands-off approach — —
Ms Kosky interjected.
Mrs POWELL — I have had no complaints. The
minister said that I will know what it is about the next
time I receive complaints, but I have had no complaints
about home-schoolers. In fact I have had no complaints
at all from anybody about children in schooling. There
is also no reference to neighbourhood houses, which is
a shame, because that is a lost opportunity. Preschools
now come under the Department of Human Services,
but I and the rest of The Nationals believe preschools
should come under the Department of Education and
Training. These children are educated; they are not
babysat, and we need to reflect that.
The bill provides that TAFE institutes and secondary
schools can jointly share in offering services to better
meet the needs of their local communities. That is a
good thing. If this can be done properly with the
schools being supported and funding by government,
we might be able to address the trade skill shortage that
we have, not only in country Victoria but right across
Victoria. A World Skills day will be coming up soon,
and I have asked the Minister for Transport to subsidise
some of the transport costs for the children to go to the
skills day, and I hope the government listens. Given the
limited time that we have, I will finish my contribution
by just saying that we do have some concerns about this
bill.
Ms BUCHANAN (Hastings) — The provision of an
educational, or learning skills, environment that has as its
foundation principles the need for a stimulating,
interactive and non-judgmental environment, skilled and
supported teachers and trainers and accessibility from
both an affordability and environmental sense — to
name a few — is fundamentally a whole-of-community
and therefore a whole-of-government responsibility.
I am pleased to contribute to this debate and
acknowledge that for all bar one of the bill’s contents
there is bipartisan support. I totally support this bill
because its intent is very clear in supporting these
fundamental tenets. If one goes back and looks at the
objectives of the education legislation review, which
led to the legislation which is before us today, one sees
that the three key issues are ensuring the relevance of
the legislation to the contemporary education and
training environment; ensuring that the legislation can
facilitate the policy objectives of government; and
minimising the legislative obstacles to innovative
service delivery — and that is a key issue. I believe the
government has more than delivered on these
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expectations, both in the eyes of the community I
represent and also for those involved and interested in
ensuring that we provide the best possible environment
to secure the future economic, social and environmental
prosperity of this nation.
This bill provides that this government can be flexible
and responsible in the way it regulates and assures the
quality of the delivery of education and training relating
to all types of education and training Secondly, it will
provide a policy-based legislative framework that will
support education and training provision in the future. It
is a beacon for the future, as many members have
pointed out. Thirdly, it is the consolidation of those
12 education and training acts. There is one place to go
in terms of a reference document.
I focus on a few aspects of the bill I consider will have
a major influence on the future education and training
service provision across the Hastings electorate. The
first issue is school governance and, as the Minister for
Youth and Education Services stated recently, school
councils play a vital operational and governance role.
They play an important role in embracing the broader
school community, because we all know that schools
are the heart of any community. The very
comprehensive review undertaken, the outcomes of
which are now addressed in legislation, gives school
councils real clarity on roles, responsibilities and
relationships within the school community, providing
great support through sound governance practices. I
acknowledge the great principals, parents, teachers and
community representatives who do so much for their
communities in this respect. I also acknowledge
Elisabeth Murdoch College, the secondary college of
which I am a community reference member for the
school council.
I would like to also acknowledge the consultative
process that has been undertaken. I had great pleasure
of engaging every one of more than 30 schools in my
electorate last year, holding many forums for principals
and school council members and interested parents as
well. I want to acknowledge the great support I
received from Michael Kane who gave up hours of his
time to come and talk at these information sessions that
I initiated. The response from school communities,
whether state, Catholic or independent, was
overwhelmingly positive and it was good to have those
discussions and forward feedback to the department. It
was the first time for many of these schools that they
had been asked by their local member about anything
regarding future legislation.
I go on to relate some of the feedback to the key issues
for which there was overwhelming support, and that
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support was in the areas of free instruction, compulsory
attendance, secularity, democratic principles, choice of
school, access to information and the common
regulatory regime, particularly in relation to the
minimum standards issues. All those issues were well
supported.
This bill is a beacon to the future and it is also
addressed and handled so well. One of the greatest
challenges across the whole education and training
spectrum that we need to deal with now is the issue of
the context by which we — and I am considering
myself here as an information technology immigrant or
dinosaur — interact with and provide skills to the
current generation of IT natives, which is the
education-speak at this stage in time.
I finish with a reference to the issue of home-education,
an aspect of education provision that I have had great
interaction with and have been well acquainted with
over many years, having friends and neighbours who
have exercised their democratic choice to
home-education. I also want to acknowledge some of
the great home-educators I have had the opportunity of
meeting over the last 12 months. They have impressed
me with their commitment, innovation and dedication
to their children and to the broader home-educational
schooling community as well.
I also acknowledge the great work undertaken by the
parliamentary secretary, the member for Yuroke, in
terms of reiterating the light-touch approach being
taken. The overriding issue for me is that choice for
parents and guardians in the provision of education will
remain and, equally importantly, the issue of support in
whatever aspect of education is required is also
enshrined in legislation.
I also take time to acknowledge all of our educators and
trainers. I still have children in years 6 and 8, an elder
daughter doing a technical and further education course
and an adult daughter at RMIT doing a university
course. I see how well my children are being supported
by the educational communities that they interact with.
Whether the focus be on the realisation of either the
academic or vocational potential this bill supports the
great state programs already in place and allows for
innovation to be the prime driver in the future. If we are
going to give every Victorian the opportunity, as our
highest priority, to have good jobs and better economic
outcomes, which in turn provides for greater and
stronger capital, then it is through our investment in
quality education and training opportunities. I would
like to acknowledge the education minister and the
Premier for their great support and driving passion to

Thursday, 30 March 2006

deliver this, not only through the recent skills statement,
but through the bill before us today. I commend this bill
to the house.
Ms ASHER (Brighton) — I wish to make a couple
of comments on the education bill, and I will confine
them to basically three areas Firstly, I want to support
the comments by the member for Nepean. It is
particularly important that the concerns of the
Association of Independent Schools of Victoria be
recognised, and the opposition’s amendments seek to
do that. The Victorian Registration and Qualifications
Authority should specifically include representatives
from the Catholic and independent systems and the
direct power of self-regulation should be given to
non-government schools. I acknowledge the number of
quality non-government schools in the electorate of
Brighton. These are legitimate concerns raised by the
association representing those schools and the
government should respond to our amendments in a
positive way.
I also touch on the issue of compulsory education in the
sense that the government then puts an overlay called a
‘zone’ on our schools. I take the opportunity provided
to me by this bill to make a couple of brief comments in
relation to zoning. It is all very well for government to
say education should be compulsory — and it should
be — but then to apply zonings that may not always be
logical in fact forces parents to send their children to
schools that may not be relevant to their community.
For example, and the minister is aware of this, I have
one constituent with three children attending Brighton
Beach Primary School and they are out of zone for
Brighton Secondary College. Oddly enough the school
to which they are zoned is Sandringham Secondary
College, which is slightly further away. That is not
logical, and again I hope the minister sees fit in due
course to review these zones.
I also have some grave concerns in relation to the
zoning for Gardenvale Primary School where the zone
boundary was clearly drawn by someone who has no
familiarity with the East Brighton area. Again, I have a
number of examples of constituents who will be forced
to take their children to schools much further away
when they can actually walk to Gardenvale Primary
School. I am more than happy, if I can be of assistance
with the minister’s bureaucrats, to assist with the
familiarisation of the Brighton East community to fix
that problem, if the minister sees fit.
I also acknowledge the terrific work done by the
government schools in the Brighton electorate. I only
have one secondary school which is Brighton
Secondary College and that has gone forward in leaps
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and bounds in recent years. I also want to
acknowledge — obviously these schools are visited by
me regularly — the stunning work done at Elsternwick
Primary School, Brighton Primary School, Gardenvale
Primary School, Brighton Beach Primary School,
Hampton Primary School, Moorabbin Primary School,
and Berendale School as well.
I also take the opportunity afforded to me via the debate
on the Education and Training Reform Bill to note with
interest the government’s $600 million-plus fund from
the sale of Snowy Hydro and the government’s stated
commitment that that funding will go to government
schools. The government schools in my electorate are
old and are in need of funding. Again, I acknowledge
that a number of schools in my area, and in particular
Hampton Primary School and Brighton Primary
School, have received significant government funding
in recent times, and I thank the minister for that. What
we have in my area are old buildings, old infrastructure,
old roofs and windows that need replacement; in some
instances roofs that needs repairs; and in one instance a
roof that needs replacement.
At Brighton Secondary College we have a difficult
circumstance where particular requirements have been
imposed on the school by Bayside City Council. Again
I would use the opportunity of this bill to request that
the minister consider funding a car park required by the
school to service sporting facilities so that the school
does not have to use its education funds to fund the car
park. I would also request the minister to release the
money she has already allocated for a noise attenuation
program. There is an impasse over this, and I use this
opportunity to once again formally request that the
minister release that money to Brighton Secondary
College to allow it to get on with its excellent work.
The Leading Schools program is a good one,
and $1.3 million would be of huge assistance to
Brighton Secondary School, the only government
secondary school in my electorate. That would enable it
to continue doing its good work. As we have an
agreement to be brief, I will conclude my comments on
this bill.
Mr CRUTCHFIELD (South Barwon) —
Following on from that I will also agree to be brief. I
know there is something of a who’s who of people
wanting to speak on this bill. This bill is not something
that has been foisted upon us in the last few months.
There has been a discussion paper, a white paper and an
exposure draft. Many submissions have been received
by the minister, and I know individual members have
also received submissions, petitions and phone calls in
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relation to it. This has not been foisted on Victoria, and
it is not a surprise.
I want to comment on a rather bizarre full-page
advertisement in the Geelong Advertiser that took me
back to the 1930s. I do not know who put it in, but it is
certainly a reflection on the people who did so. The
advertisement contains comments about the lack of
consultation. Far from that being accurate, there has
been extensive consultation. I know that all parties in
this house are supportive of this bill, although some
issues have certainly been raised.
In the minute or so I have left I will touch on some
schools in my electorate. Oberon High, Grovedale and
Belmont have been recipients of significant upgrades in
recent years. Grovedale in particular is looking at a
stage 2 for its arts facility. Torquay Secondary
School council — as with all my school councils — has
been working very hard to get support, and I
congratulate the Minister for Education and Training,
who is at the table, on her recent announcement of
support for both training packages and web sites.
School councils have raised with me the issue of
training people to have the skills to run what is rather a
large business. Some of the secondary schools in my
electorate are booming businesses, and people’s skill
sets need to be broadened so they can support the
principals in their respective schools.
Finally I want to touch on the home-schooling issue. A
number of people have visited me and other members
in regard to religious education. Nothing has changed.
There is no intention of changing religious education.
We are very conscious of the need to have religious
education remain in schools of all colours. If there is a
salutary lesson to be learnt by people who want to
influence parliamentarians, this campaign provides an
example. It could not have been done more poorly.
Enlisting the support of extremists from overseas is not
the way to influence people in this chamber.
I congratulate the home-schoolers in Victoria who put
out an apology to parliamentarians in respect of one of
their more extreme members soliciting that response
from overseas, and I acknowledge that the vast majority
of home-schoolers are responsible. This is soft-touch
regulation in respect of home-schooling. It is about
finding out where the kids are. The vast majority of
home-schoolers are responsible and not flat-earthers.
Mr JASPER (Murray Valley) — I rise to support
the legislation before the house and indicate that over
the years I have been the member for Murray Valley I
have strongly supported the 33 government schools
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across the electorate, particularly on issues relating to
capital works programs.
In the last six months three major projects totalling
about $10 million have been completed in the electorate
of Murray Valley. The Minister for Education and
Training opened two of them, one at Wangaratta High
School and the other at Numurkah Secondary College,
and earlier this year the Minister for Education Services
opened facilities at the Yarrunga Primary School.
Those projects provide excellent facilities to students
within my electorate, but I want to indicate that you do
not get these projects overnight. We worked over a
period of about five years to get the Wangaratta High
School project, and an excellent result has been
achieved right across the board.
I want to thank the minister for supporting and signing
off this week on the merger between Wangaratta High
School and Ovens College at Wangaratta. This project
has been worked on for about 12 months, and the local
school councils and leading people within those schools
have worked hard with regional officers to come up
with a program which the minister was prepared to
accept.
I also congratulate the minister on selecting Wangaratta
for one of the new technical education centres.
Wangaratta has received excellent support through
technical education over a long time. The reduction of
services in years gone by at the Greta Road campus of
Ovens College was disappointing, as was the reduction
in services at the TAFE college. In recent years the
TAFE college has been expanded quite dramatically to
become part of the Goulburn Ovens Institute of TAFE,
and I congratulate the people involved in that. There is
no doubt that this $8 million project, one of four such
centres throughout Victoria, is going to be a great fillip
for education in north-eastern Victoria and within the
Rural City of Wangaratta.
The Nationals, as always, have carried out an
investigation of the legislation before the house, led by
a member for Gippsland Province in another place, the
Honourable Peter Hall, and by the member for Rodney
in this house. This is a major bill, a huge piece of
legislation which rewrites and brings together 11 acts.
A range of issues are discussed in the legislation. I will
not go into the detail because the member for Rodney
has covered the legislation extensively.
We had representations from a large number of schools
within the electorate, particularly from the
non-government schools and also from the people
involved as home-educators, and The Nationals have
proposed amendments to the home-schooling
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provisions — not major amendments, but amendments
nevertheless. However, I understand the minister has
come forward with some further information about
home-schooling registration as it relates to the
regulations. The minister has responded to the
representation from home-schoolers, a number of
whom are from my electorate of Murray Valley.
I took the opportunity to meet with the principal of
Cathedral College at Wangaratta, Mr David Everett,
who had extensive information from the
non-government school organisations, and I want to
read just one paragraph from his letter because I think it
encapsulates one of the major concerns his group had.
This is apart from the 13 recommendations put forward
by the Association of Independent Schools of Victoria
to improve the legislation.
I will read this particular paragraph from the letter from
Mr Everett from Cathedral College in Wangaratta. It
states:
We want to ensure that a non-government school established
for children of particular faith has the right to teach and
promote that faith. It is also important that the proposed
Victorian Registration and Qualifications Authority consider
the independent nature and values of our schools when they
monitor minimum standards.

I am sure the minister will take on board the comments
that have been made. As I understand it, the legislation
appears to address the concerns raised by Mr Everett
and the other issues raised by the Association of
Independent Schools of Victoria.
From The Nationals’ point of view, we will be
supporting the legislation. I again pay tribute to the
work that has been done by the government to bring
this legislation forward and the responses I personally
have had from the Minister for Education and Training
and the Minister for Education Services in providing
facilities and education across the Murray Valley
electorate, in particular the approval for a technical
education service to be developed at Wangaratta in
conjunction with the Goulburn Ovens Institute of
TAFE.
Mr PERTON (Doncaster) — The Liberal Party will
be proposing several amendments to this bill, and if
those amendments are not accepted by the government,
we will be voting against the bill. However, within that
context, and noting the huge task in drafting the bill and
bringing together a number of pieces of legislation, I
would like to pay tribute to Michael Kane, Rebecca
McTernan and John Livi for their hard work in
consulting and drafting. Thanks too to the minister’s
chief of staff, who was very courteous in briefing me.
Clearly a large body of work has been done.
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When I examined the draft bill it brought to mind the
chorus of the 1960s song Is That All There Is?. The
Treasurer provided the answer when he referred to the
draft bill as ‘nothing more than a rewrite’.
However, a detailed reading, something it was obvious
the minister had not done when she released the draft
bill, indicates that there are a number of grave concerns.
The legislation is characterised as light-touch
legislation. That leaves open regulation of the education
sector by bureaucratic fiat, by ministerial fiat, by
regulation and by rules and other instruments. That is
why the home-schooling community and the
independent schools view this legislation with such
suspicion.
My colleagues have already covered the concerns of the
independent school sector. I pay tribute to Michelle
Green and her committee and team for analysing the
bill and providing excellent advice to the Liberal Party,
The Nationals and the Independents, and to the
government, although sadly the government has chosen
not to accept the recommendations of the independent
schooling sector.
The area I want to focus on today is home-schooling.
This is the community which has been strongest in its
advocacy on this legislation. The contemptuous words
used by the member for Barwon South in asking for an
apology from home-schoolers for exercising their
democratic rights is indicative of the attitude of
government members.
Honourable members interjecting.
Mr PERTON — I have the Minister for Education
and Training and the Parliamentary Secretary for
Education yelling at me. The minister treats people with
courtesy in general, and I think she would have been
shocked by the letters written by the member for Ripon
and other Labor members when replying to
home-schoolers.
Allan Weatherall of Belgrave wrote to me and said this
in respect of the changes to home-schooling:
These proposed changes are an assault on our educational
philosophy, an intrusion into the sacred realm of our family
life, and for some families a violation of their deeply held
religious convictions to educate their children within the
safety and protection of their own home.

We have all had hundreds if not thousands of emails
from people concerned about these things. I would have
thought that is the way democracy works — —
Mr Maxfield — From America?
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Mr PERTON — Indeed! The member for Narracan
yelled out that they were from America. What is wrong
with people expressing their views globally? We want
our children to be able to work in a global world; I
think adults like the member for Narracan ought to have
a bit more capacity to receive advice.
I had the honour of meeting many home-schooling
families, including the Home Education Network. It has
been a privilege. I was not very expert in
home-schooling prior to the introduction of these
proposals and it has been very interesting and
productive to meet the range of people involved. Their
great concern is they will be buried in excessive
regulation and red tape, and I think they are right to
have that fear. School principals across the state
complain about the excessive regulation and
compliance burden in their work and I think this is very
likely to happen to the home-schooling community.
Brian Walters from the Victorian Council for Civil
Liberties, now known as Liberty Victoria, expressed his
valid concern as follows:
The current proposals to change the administration of
home-education are of concern because they authorise
administrative interference with home-educating parents
without specifying the nature of such oversight. Legislation in
any sphere should have clear guidelines and limitations on
administrative action, and should not authorise wide and
essentially unreviewable power of this nature. Such powers
are too frequently abused.

One should only inhibit democracy for a good reason.
My question is, what is the government’s reason for
introducing the regulation of home-schooling? The
government has not made a case for change. There is
no case for change given that the studies which do exist
have supported the success of this method of education
and the good educational outcomes home-schooled
children achieve. The home-schoolers make a very
valid point: why should they put their blind trust in a
government with a track record of one in five children
leaving the state system illiterate and one in four
innumerate. Victorian students’ literacy skills are the
worst in mainland Australia.
Mahatma Gandhi, the Indian spiritual and political
leader and humanitarian, said:
Freedom is not worth having if it does not connote freedom to
err. It passes my comprehension how human beings, be they
ever so experienced and able, can delight in depriving other
human beings of that precious right.

That is what this government proposes to do. It errs in
education but it wants to require higher standards for
home-schoolers than it requires for itself. As Friedrich
von Hayek said:
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A society that does not recognise that each individual has
values of his own which he is entitled to follow can have no
respect for the dignity of the individual and cannot really
know freedom.

The home-schooling community and the community in
general would be appalled that a rough draft of the
regulations has been dumped into the Parliament in the
past half-hour. When one looks at these regulations one
sees there are some on registration and access to
curriculum materials and other materials.
My speech is being wound up now because there is an
agreement that members from each party will speak for
5 minutes. On such a major piece of legislation, with a
proper necessity for the debate of regulations, the
government should hang its head in shame that debate
on this important piece of legislation has been
foreshortened in this way.
Mr MAXFIELD (Narracan) — It is with great
pleasure that I speak today in support of the Education
and Training Reform Bill. One of the things we as
members of Parliament strive to do is leave our
community a better place for us being here. There is no
doubt that this bill delivers on that. I want to start by
thanking all those in the education sector, the Minister
for Education and Training and the Parliamentary
Secretary for Education for their fantastic and
outstanding work in supporting education in this state
and supporting our students.
This is coming from a background of the seven dark
years where we saw schools closed right across
regional Victoria. We saw teachers sacked and we saw
funding withdrawn. At the same time we saw record
budget surplus after record budget surplus. What a
contrast we see today with thousands of additional
teachers and support staff across Victoria.
Mr Nardella interjected.
Mr MAXFIELD — The member for Melton says
there are 6000. Across our towns I see the support of
the Bracks government. In Traralgon, for example, we
are spending $4 million upgrading our secondary
colleges.
Mr Nardella — How much?
Mr MAXFIELD — Four million dollars, with the
very strong support of the member for Morwell. He is a
loyal and hardworking advocate for education in his
electorate and in Traralgon.
I move now to some of the points around the bill. It is
such a complex bill that I cannot talk about too many of
the issues but I want to talk about some of the general
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principles here. One of the issues is the raising of the
minimum school leaving age to 16 years. That is so
important given the education levels now required
within our work force. The bill reaffirms the principle
of free instruction in the eight key learning areas in
government schools. It is so important that free
education is a part of the education system in this state.
The bill also reaffirms the secularity of the government
school system, continues provisions for voluntary
religious education and makes it clear that government
schoolteachers can discuss religious issues and teach
subjects involving comparative religions.
On a personal level I want to say how important it is
that we have religious education in schools, and this bill
certainly reaffirms that. My own mother taught in the
state primary and secondary school systems until she
retired at the age of 65. She has also worked in a
voluntary capacity teaching religious education in
schools around Drouin, and at the age of 81 she
continues to do that. I have seen first hand the benefits
of religious education for those students. This bill
enables that to continue and supports free religious
education in schools in a way which can only be of
benefit to our community and to the students who
receive that education.
This bill makes it clear that the Victorian Registration
and Qualifications Authority (VRQA) will also be
responsible for the accreditation of Victorian education
and training qualifications and for approving providers
that offer courses to overseas students. It is so important
that we get our standards and our policies right.
I want to move on to the comments made by the
member for Doncaster about the draft regulations on
home-schooling. This is an issue that has generated a
lot of interest and a lot of publicity. I have had some
in-depth discussions with some people in my electorate
who engage in home-schooling and have talked them
through it. There is no doubt that what could only be
described as a scare campaign has been run, which has
made people involved in home-schooling worry
unnecessarily about this issue. The good thing about the
minister bringing the draft regulations relating to
home-schooling into the house today is that they make
it clear that the government’s comments about a light
touch are accurate. It is a correct and well-balanced
position, and I will certainly have great pleasure in
sending this draft regulation document to those in my
electorate who have contacted me on this issue, because
it clearly shows that this government is committed to
providing for home-schooling in an appropriate
manner.

EDUCATION AND TRAINING REFORM BILL
Thursday, 30 March 2006

ASSEMBLY

The worry people have is about these inspectors
keeping an eye on them, or whatever, but the bill says
that it is a condition of any registration that the VRQA
may review the program material or other records
relating to home-schooling when the authority has
reasonable grounds to suspect or believe that a student
registered for home-schooling is not receiving regular
and efficient instruction in the learning areas specified
in schedule 1. That really clarifies the issue, and I am
sure that when those involved in home-schooling read it
they will feel a lot more comfortable and relaxed
knowing that this is an appropriately light touch.
If we go to the provisions in the bill that deal with
additional support for home-schoolers, we see they tell
us that support will be made available to registered
home-schoolers; however, these provisions are a matter
of policy and are not relevant to the regulation powers.
Students registered for home-schooling with their
parents will be eligible to access a range of curriculum
and testing materials provided by the Department of
Education and Training, the Distance Education Centre
Victoria and the Victorian Curriculum and Assessment
Authority. Students registered for home-schooling with
their parents will be eligible to be partially enrolled in
neighbourhood government schools for specific
activities, as agreed by the school and the parents.
I think that clarifies the concerns of those involved in
home-schooling. I am sure that all those involved will
be very comfortable with the outcomes we have here
today, and I commend the bill to the house.
Mr BAILLIEU (Hawthorn) — I would like to
speak briefly, as other members are doing, on the
Education and Training Reform Bill. I do that from my
perspective as the member for Hawthorn, which is an
area that enjoys an enormous number of schools, be
they independent or government schools. That is why I
have said for a long time that Hawthorn is a centre for
learning and living. The nurturing of schools in the
Hawthorn and Boroondara area is dear to my heart and
to the hearts of other members who live in the area.
The opposition has proposed a number of amendments,
and I support those that the member for Nepean has
circulated. I trust that the government will pay attention
to them, and I hope that even if it does not in this house,
it will consider them further when the bill is between
houses.
I want to focus on some aspects of education which I
think need additional attention, and they are in the area
of physical education and sport. There has long been a
view on the government’s side of politics that physical
education and sport are things that can be dispensed
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with in schools, and from time to time Labor
governments have positioned physical education and
sport in such a way that they have become
non-compulsory. I believe that has led to a situation
where a lot of young people are facing an obesity crisis,
and I urge the government to tread very carefully in this
area. There are many established people in the sporting
arena who have long argued for compulsory physical
education and compulsory sport, and I support that
position.
In regard to schools more generally, I am very
conscious of the planning issues which arise with new
school buildings in the inner metropolitan area. Whilst
the government proceeds with the master planning of
schools and other development plans, there are many
instances where planning approval is not required.
Whilst local councils may be consulted, in those
situations there at least needs to be special consultation
with local residents, because in inner metropolitan areas
school buildings are becoming increasingly problematic
in terms of their relationships with their neighbours.
With the implementation of Melbourne 2030, with all
its flaws, and the increasing density of the inner
metropolitan area, I can say on behalf of the schools in
my electorate that we have increasing enrolment
problems. Most of the schools in Boroondara are
operating at capacity, and many calls for a change of
schools cannot be accommodated.
In terms of the standard of schools in Boroondara, I
acknowledge the work that has been done in recent
years at Camberwell High School, Camberwell South
Primary School and Swinburne Senior Secondary
College. I identify in particular the major works that are
urgently needed at Glenferrie Primary School,
including the maintenance of a heritage building, severe
major structural damage to foundations and walls,
cracking to internal rendered brick walls and cornices, a
desperate need for termite control, replacement of a
terracotta roof and the refurbishment of a multipurpose
room. There are also significant safety issues, grounds
issues with asphalt, toilet issues and after-hours care
issues with the maintenance and refurbishment of
buildings. Just on the maintenance cycle, there is a need
to spend nearly $1 million on Glenferrie Primary
School, and I urge the government to look
sympathetically at that.
But, with increasing enrolments, Glenferrie Primary
School and other primary schools in the area have
desperate needs for master planning and new building
works. The same can be said of Auburn Primary
School, with significant maintenance issues and a
desperate need for a consolidated master plan and
maintenance grounds issues and new buildings.
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Hawthorn West Primary School is undergoing some
transformation at the moment. It has enormous
enrolment issues, and indeed Camberwell Primary
School has enormous enrolment and space issues.
Auburn South Primary School also has issues which
need attention from the government.
When it comes to spending money from the Snowy
Hydro windfalls — I am inclined to think the
government is treating the Snowy as a bit of a magic
pudding — the ultimate question is, ‘Where is the
money coming from eventually?’. Clearly our
consumers and taxpayers will be paying that amount
long into the future. But I hope that money is spent
well, and Boroondara schools certainly need it.
Independent and special schools in my area include
Erasmus and Rossbourne. They have significant issues,
and I only wish some of that money could be available
for those schools as well. They have their concerns as
well. The points made by the Leader of The Nationals
in the last few days are significant.
I want to also note the concerns expressed by other
members that the regulations in regard to
home-schooling have only arrived in this chamber
within the last hour and there are precious few members
who have had an opportunity to scrutinise them. But I
trust the amendments will be supported by the
government.
Mr INGRAM (Gippsland East) — As a parent of
four lovely children I would like to point out to the
house that one of the most important jobs we have is
providing an education for those children, bringing
them up and providing them with the opportunity to
reach their full potential in life. So it is with great
pleasure that I rise to speak on the Education and
Training Reform Bill. It is a bill that has gained a bit of
interest in my electorate and that is one of the reasons
why I have circulated a number of amendments to the
bill which are in the hands of honourable members.
It appears that due to time constraints we probably will
not get the opportunity to go to the
consideration-in-detail stage on the bill and as such I
would like to briefly explain why those amendments
have come about. I know that amendments have been
circulated by the Liberal Party and The Nationals as
well as these ones by me. I have been requested by
home-educators in my electorate to move these
amendments. I looked in detail at doing similar things
to what The Nationals have done. I understand why
they have done that and support the concept that is in
those amendments.
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These amendments present, if you like, the compromise
position. They are saying, ‘Okay, we know there are
some concerns there’. These are basically the bottom
line in relation to the bill — the changes requested by
home-educators. Amendment 2 clearly is in relation to
truancy officers asking children to provide their name
and address. In this day and age, when we have stranger
danger campaigns, it is not necessary or acceptable for
a child to give their name and address to someone who
is not necessarily in a uniform. Basically they are asked
to provide those details to an officer. Once shown that
badge they are required to provide a name and address.
Many parents tell their children, ‘Do not provide your
name and address to someone who pulls you up in the
street’. This amendment is basically saying that in a
situation where a parent is available that parent can
answer for the child. That clears up something that is
arguable in the bill.
The other major amendment is something which should
have been considered by the government and which I
would like to think it would consider. It concerns
registration. I know a similar issue has been raised in
other amendments. It is to require that the government
must register when an application is made. I think those
are sensible amendments.
I met with the home-education groups in my electorate.
I would like to thank them for the input they have
provided. They are very passionate about the education
they provide to their children. I would like to point out
that two of the larger Home Education Network
equipment suppliers are from my electorate. I also have
a large number of home-educators in my electorate.
Some of them are here today and have listened to the
debate and have also presented information to members
in room K. I have been asked to present a couple of
papers to the parliamentary library — three papers in
particular — so there is a file that will now be in the
library for the information of honourable members.
One of the issues constantly raised is the quality of
education that people get within the Home Education
Network. It was mentioned today in the briefing, but
particularly one of the students from my area,
Antoinette, was mentioned by one of the presenters.
Antoinette successfully completed year 12 in 2004 and
she is now in her second year of medicine.
Home-educated students have a much greater difficulty,
in that whilst the education is being provided in a
friendly home environment, once they reach the
potential of going on to university, they then have to go
through an added level of complexity. They have to
undergo things like an assessment of studies and
aptitude tests and then they have to sit entrance
requirements for the universities to meet the
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requirements. I spoke with Antoinette at that meeting I
had with home-schoolers in Orbost and I wish her well
with her studies. But it is an example that illustrates that
home-education is an effective alternative for some
people. Not everyone is going to take it up. We have
the choice of a range of educational opportunities,
whether they be at independent schools, the public
school system or home-education. It makes it a lot
harder for the parents. They take on an added
responsibility over their children.
Much has been made of the free education provisions
within the education bill. I would like to point out a
particular case which probably underlines that that is
not necessarily correct. A parent came to my office
from the Lucknow Primary School. Her student has
mild autism, and because of the way the current aid
structure operates she did not qualify for full-time aid at
the school. Because of the level of disability or
impairment the school rejected that student’s
participation full time at school. If you read the bill, I
reckon you will see there is a conflict there, because the
parent is required to make sure the student attends
school full time.
I know that other members would like to speak on the
bill. I know my parliamentary colleague from Lowan
would love to get up and speak, but seriously there are a
few issues I would like to raise. There are some very
good things — —
Mr Plowman — This was not agreed.
Mr INGRAM — It is the right of members of this
place.
Honourable members interjecting.
Mr INGRAM — No-one approached me about the
agreement.
Mr Smith — You sold your soul in 1999 to this
government, and look what it is doing to you.
The ACTING SPEAKER (Ms Barker) — Order!
The member for Bass should cease interjecting, and the
member for Gippsland East should continue his
remarks.
Mr INGRAM — One of the developments recently
is the rural learning campus at Marlo. The alpine school
is just on the edge of my electorate. It is a very, very
good model. The rural learning campus will be
established at Marlo. It is a leadership school for the
public education system. It is a great model. I think it is
something that the government should be congratulated
for developing. I think there are more of those going
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around. The member for Lowan would love to have one
of those as well. I would also like to point out the need
for funding for school facilities right across some of
those smaller schools particularly, and I also visited the
Maffra Secondary College recently, which was quite
disappointed at not receiving leading schools funding,
even though it is implementing the leading schools
curriculum at that site.
With those words I would like to say that I will be
supporting the bill. I think overall I would prefer to see
some of the amendments supported in relation to
home-education; I think that would be very important. I
commend the bill to the house.
Mr MULDER (Polwarth) — I rise to make some
brief comments in relation to the Education and
Training Reform Bill. The first issue I would like to
raise is in relation to rebadging of the schools from state
schools to government schools. Schools are the
property of the state. Schools are the property of the
Victorian public. I believe this is nothing more than a
grubby bit of spin on behalf of the government, because
the next thing you are going to hear is, ‘This is a Bracks
government school’. What will it come to next? Will
there be a bust of the minister or of the Premier at the
front gate of schools?
We do not say ‘government hospitals’; they are called
public hospitals, because they belong to the public.
They are an asset of the state. This is one of the
grubbiest exercises I have seen any government embark
on. We will have to get new signage for schools. Can
you imagine a school getting a brand-new sign fitted at
the front gate while there is paint peeling off the ceiling
inside and falling on top of the desks where kids are
trying to do their work? This is a total waste of money.
It is similar to Spencer Street station — a whole host of
money wasted on a renaming when it could have been
spent on other issues.
I will also briefly touch on the raising of the school
leaving age from 15 to 16. I find it quite difficult to
come to grips with this or to see why the government
would see fit to do it. I left school at 15. I am one of
those I call ‘early leavers’; others would say I am
uneducated. The Honourable John Vogels, my great
friend and colleague in the upper house, left school at
14. Yet we have been able to make our way through
life, have had a great education in the school of hard
knocks and have found our way to the one of the most
privileged positions in this state, being a member of
Parliament. School does not suit a lot of young people;
they are better off being put out into the work force if it
suits them.
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There are a lot of reasons people leave school young.
These are not just to do with their ability to cope;
financial circumstances sometimes direct that a young
person leave school early. I could name a host of people
who fall into that category. I believe one of the most
successful people in Melbourne, indeed in Victoria, is
my brother-in-law, David Marriner, who operated
theatres in the city. He is probably one of the best
entrepreneurs and businesspeople you could come
across, and he left the Colac tech school in form 4. Do
not think education is the be-all and end-all in terms of
a pathway in life, because it simply is not.
This brings me to the next issue, the matter of people
who are 20 or over having to pay to complete their
Victorian certificate of education. The government
party espouses claims that it represents blue-collar
workers, and it has always tried to hang its hat on
looking after the poor. I will explain to members what
this bill will mean. Somebody who comes from a very
large family and was forced to leave school early and
go into the work force to support that family will, for
their crimes, have to pay to complete their education
later on in life. What a dirty, grubby provision this is! It
discriminates against poorer people, against kids who
come from dysfunctional families or who have not had
any family support or who are battlers. Of the six kids
in my family, five fell into this category. The only one
who got an education was the baby; the rest of us were
pushed out to work at 14 or 15. That was because of
circumstances. We could not afford to stay at school; it
was as simple as that. The government says that people
who fall into this category will have to pay later on.
Mr Nardella — No, it doesn’t.
Mr MULDER — Yes it does, and you know it
does. You hate poor people — that is the problem with
you lot.
The SPEAKER — Order! The member for
Polwarth will address his comments through the Chair!
Mr MULDER — Once again I fall into that
category. I went back to do my leaving certificate by
correspondence and through night school at 20 years of
age. Under the provisions of this bill I would have had
to pay for that. Because of a circumstance I had no
control over, I would have been punished in that way.
That is what will happen under this bill. I find it
extraordinary that the government would today take this
approach to people who find themselves in this
situation.
There are some great schools in my electorate that
require funding into the future. The Bannockburn
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Primary School is expanding rapidly and has very
quickly outgrown its area. Anglesea Primary School
and Lethbridge Primary School both need relocation.
Camperdown College wants to combine both its
secondary and primary campuses. Terang College also
needs work, along with Colac High School and Colac
College, which are currently working towards a joint
campus. On that note I take my seat.
Mr LONEY (Lara) — I welcome the opportunity to
join this debate. Before making some of the remarks I
want to make, I pick up a few of the things the member
for Polwarth just said. Firstly, we now have a Liberal
Party policy on education — and it is evidently to get
kids out of school earlier! Members of the Liberal Party
want the leaving age set at 14 rather than 16. The
change of age in the bill is about giving a lead to our
community by saying that we value education. We
want to see people stay at school longer; we want to see
people participate in education; we want to take
advantage of it. I say this to the member for Polwarth:
the fact that some succeed without the opportunity to
stay at school for a longer period is not an excuse to
denigrate education or say that people do not require it.
In fact the provision of good-quality education is the
greatest opportunity we can give to our young people.
We should never forget that. Because some have the
ability to succeed without it does not mean we should
demean it.
Secondly, much was made of the change of name to
‘government schools’ from ‘state schools’. I point out
to the member where this name change comes from. It
actually comes from the commonwealth legislation and
changes made by the Howard government to change
the name to ‘government schools’. What Victoria is
doing is bringing in consistency with the
commonwealth legislation and the practice in other
parts of Australia.
Mr Mulder interjected.
The SPEAKER — Order! The member for
Polwarth!
Mr LONEY — The member for Polwarth waxed
lyrical about a conspiracy to change the name to
government schools and its being some Machiavellian
agenda of the Bracks government. It is a pity he did not
look at where it came from.
Part of it is because historically across the states we
have had this confusion in terminology. In Victoria we
have always used the term ‘state school’; in New South
Wales they have used the term ‘public school’. ‘Public
school’ in Victoria has had a completely different
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meaning historically, and this bill brings us into line.
This change is one thing that has been picked up from
the Howard government’s commonwealth
legislation — so perhaps a bit of homework could have
been done there.
The Education Act of 1872 has been referred to, and
this is the first comprehensive revision of the act since
then, so it is a landmark piece of legislation in that
sense. It deals with all the provisions of education that
need to be dealt with. That clearly outlines the
government’s commitment to the underlying principles
of education in this state and in particular to free
education for all. The meaning of that has been
commented on by a few people. We got into
discussions about levies and what ‘free education’
means, including its applicability. I say this to those
opposite: to me, having education freely available to all
students does not mean you cut 5000 teachers out of the
education system. It actually means you provide
teachers — —
Mr Smith — What has that got to do with it?
Mr LONEY — Isn’t that an interesting comment!
The member for Bass says teachers have nothing to do
with education. It shows up the clear philosophical
difference between this side and the other. We actually
believe that you need to appropriately resource schools,
and that means having well-qualified, competent
teaching staff within our schools. That is very
important, and we will continue to provide it. That is
what makes education freely available and accessible to
all — the ability to go to good schools. The principle
underlining this government’s attitude is that
government schools should be world class, and to work
towards that we need to build our government schools
and provide real educational opportunities for all.
I finish by saying that I was very disappointed with the
attack by the Defence of Government Schools (DOGS)
council recently. We have government schools for all,
and I support this legislation.
Mr McINTOSH (Kew) — It is very important that
we understand exactly what the Liberal Party is seeking
to do with the amendments circulated by the member
for Nepean. I am very proud of all the schools in my
electorate. Indeed one of the reasons people move to
the Kew electorate is its government, non-government
and independent schools. There is also a range of large
and small schools. In fact Victoria’s largest single
school on one campus is in my electorate, as well as a
number of independent schools representing different
denominations from Baptist to Anglican and a number
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of large Catholic schools, including four Catholic
primary schools.
On top of that there are some unbelievably good
government schools of which I am enormously proud. I
have reflected on previous occasions, including recently
while handing out Commonwealth Games flags at Kew
High School and Balwyn High School, on what I have
seen, and the achievements of those two schools are
remarkable. I have often spoken in this place in an
attempt to get the government to deal with things such
as the purchase of land next door to Kew Primary
School. That was a unique opportunity to do something
that would have been of profound benefit to the
community, but it highlighted the government’s
persistence in maintaining its abomination at Kew
Cottages while the population increases smack bang in
the middle of the Kew Primary School catchment area.
Education is very important, but diversity in education
is also very important. There is a common goal
amongst all those schools, but they have different
approaches. One thing that concerns me is the approach
to religious freedom. The reasons people send their
children to denominational schools, be they Catholic,
Anglican, Methodist or Baptist, are matters for them.
The most important thing is that those schools should
be given the absolute right to choose how they structure
their affairs to meet parents’ needs and desires to
achieve educational outcomes. Choice ought to be the
fundamental basis upon which this bill is based, and it
ought to be fundamental to the way we educate our
kids.
Home-schooling is a matter of choice. While I have
chosen to have my own children go through the normal
schooling process, there are valid reasons why people
choose to home-school, and this ought to be recognised.
It ought not be imposed or restricted. I agree with the
member for Nepean that perhaps the whole system in
relation to home-schoolers needs to be rethought and
taken out of this bill completely. Home-schooling does
not have to be based on kookiness. As the member for
Doncaster pointed out in discussions last night, there
could be very valid reasons why a child with a certain
disability or otherwise may not cope in mainstream
schools, but where the disability does not warrant their
going to a special school they may be better off at
home. All those are matters of choice, and that should
be the fundamental basis of our education legislation. It
should be about choice of religion, about how schools
operate and about curriculums. Decisions on those
matters should be up to individual entities and should
not be overseen in an overbearing way by any form of
government.
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Choice is an important characteristic of our lives.
Everybody is much better off if they have the ability to
choose, and society is better off. There have to be some
limitations, but I am profoundly concerned that, for
example, the Victorian Registration and Qualifications
Authority has no representation from Catholic or
independent schools. In conclusion I am concerned
about all these matters. The fact that there is not a
representative of independent or Catholic schools on
the Victorian Registration and Qualifications Authority
perhaps shows a blinkered view of the way education
services can be delivered in this state.
There needs to be a broadening of that authority to
include representation so that, as part of an education
program, schools have a choice, together with the
consent and desire of the parents, to have a religious
slant. That should be reflected in that particular
authority rather than its being a tad blinkered. In a
number of ways we have seen that that can be
inconsistent. For me the apotheosis of the way the
government has done this is the allocation of funds in
relation to its share from the sale of the Snowy
Mountains scheme, all of which is going to government
schools. That is no doubt worthwhile, but some money
should be given to Catholic and independent schools.
Ms BEARD (Kilsyth) — It is a great privilege to
join the debate on the Education and Training Reform
Bill, which is 430 pages in length and the first review of
the act since 1872. Education is the Bracks
government’s no. 1 priority, and as most of my former
working life was spent as a primary teacher, it is also a
great priority of mine.
One aspect of the bill is the raising of the minimum
compulsory school-leaving age from 15 to 16 years.
We have heard some members say that they do not
think that is a good idea, but for the majority of students
going into a more competitive workplace in 2006 I
think it is a great initiative. Programs like the Victorian
certificate of applied learning are offered in Pembroke
Secondary College in my electorate and give a great
range of choices to students who want to continue that
kind of education.
The bill also reaffirms the principle of free education in
the eight key learning areas in government schools. I
suppose one of the controversial issues that members
have received most correspondence on and visits about
is the religious education issue. The bill provides for
voluntary religious education in government schools
and makes it clear that government schoolteachers can
discuss religious issues and teach subjects involving
comparative religions. That is the current practice, and
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it will continue. It is what people in our electorates told
us they wanted, and the government listened to them.
The other aspect that caused a great deal of interaction
with our electorates is the issue of home-education.
Today I was pleased to attend the briefing held in
room K in Parliament House to learn more about
home-education. For the first time this bill gives parents
the right to choose home-schooling for their children. It
is what the bill is about: providing people with choices.
I congratulate the home-educators on the wonderful
work they do with their children, including my
neighbours and very good friends, who chose that as
part of the education of their four children.
The government is committed to providing quality
education for all students. I congratulate all the schools
in my electorate. I have a wonderful relationship with
them, and just today I made an appointment for another
visit to discuss parliamentary business with them. I
congratulate the Minister for Education and Training,
the parliamentary secretaries and the department for all
the work that has been put into the drafting and
introduction of this bill. It gives me great pride to
support the bill and commend it to the house.
Mr PLOWMAN (Benambra) — What this
legislation is really about is the possibility of restricting
choice, and clearly in education the one thing that is
paramount is the opportunity for people to make
choices. I am not a supporter of home-education. I have
not required it for my children or for my grandchildren.
But it is paramount that those people who want to
should have the opportunity. A case in point was a
woman who contacted me whose child had been
severely bullied. She took the child away from the
school and sent them to another school, but the bullying
continued. She took the child back for home-education,
got them through another three years and was then able
to take them back into the education system. The period
of home-education was invaluable for that child. So I
believe that choice is essential.
My contribution is really about small country schools,
which in so many cases get the rough end of the stick. I
have inspected many small country schools in my
electorate with Bill Tilley, who is passionate about the
future of education in country Victoria. The Middle
Indigo Primary School has a urinal in the boys toilet
which drains directly out into the soil in the playground
where the children play between classes. That is
primitive, Third World stuff. Bill Tilley has been very
vocal in the media about it, as have I, yet nothing has
happened about it. I believe that sort of thing is totally
unacceptable.

EDUCATION AND TRAINING REFORM BILL
Thursday, 30 March 2006

ASSEMBLY

Barnawartha Primary School, which is only a few
kilometres away, has a demountable classroom with a
leaking roof, paint peeling off the ceiling and a floor
that is not level. These are totally unsatisfactory
circumstances. This is putting off parents from moving
to a fast-growing area which is associated with the
development of Wodonga. Walwa Primary School
wanted to connect to the sewerage which was being
supplied to the bush nursing centre. Again it took a lot
of time, the persistence of the school council and the
tolerance of the board of the bush nursing centre to
achieve that.
I am concerned about those sorts of examples. This
legislation might contain a lot of changes which are
going to be better for education, but I firmly believe
that the smaller country schools in our community are
not being treated fairly. Although I do not believe in the
sale of Snowy Hydro and those funds going into the
education system — I think it is nothing short of a
rort — I hope that if the proceeds go into education at
least a fair percentage of them go to the smaller schools
that desperately need it.
Mr HERBERT (Eltham) — I will keep my
comments on the Education and Training Reform
Bill 2006 brief. I begin by thanking all those involved,
particularly the departmental staff who undertook the
extensive consultation and hard work around getting
this bill into Parliament, I refer in particular to the
excellent work of Michael Kane, who is sitting behind
me in the public gallery. As part of the consultation,
and as the senior department official, Michael came out
to my electorate to hold one of the many forums on this
bill and received substantive input from large numbers
of the community. I am pleased to see that some of that
input has found its way into this bill, and I congratulate
the department on that. In 30 years of being involved in
education I can honestly say that this is the most
substantive piece of education legislation I have seen. I
think it positions Victoria extremely well for the
demands of the 21st century in terms of producing a
knowledgeable society and people with the relevant
skills to compete.
However, I want to comment on one aspect of the bill
which has been commented on before, and that is the
registration and regulation provisions. Any piece of
legislation like this will receive opposition, and we have
seen opposition coming from home-schools in
particular. While I respect their views and acknowledge
that many of them do an absolutely excellent job, I
simply do not agree with them. I believe the provisions
in this bill for the registration and regulation of the
non-government sector are vital and long overdue. As a
society we need to guarantee that all young people
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receive a quality education regardless of which school
they attend and which sector that school belongs to —
and even whether they are educated at home. The state
should be accountable for this role. It has a
responsibility to our young people and to the future of
society, and it should not be abrogated.
It is simply untenable that governments should allow a
situation to occur where educational guarantees for
young people are valid only if students attend a
government school. When I look at the hastily cobbled
together amendments from the opposition, including
the proposals to remove any government oversight or
guarantee of educational opportunity for students
outside the public system, I am shocked. I think it is
disgraceful. Under the amendments young people
would not have to receive tuition; in fact, they would
not have to have any regular or efficient instruction at
all.
Virtually anybody could open a school. They could
teach out of the back of a truck; they would not have to
abide by any standards; and they would not even have
to ensure that their teachers were qualified. The most
rabid, narrow-minded members of our community
could quite easily open a school and indoctrinate young
people free from any educational requirement by the
state. That is not good enough as far as I am concerned.
Quite frankly, these opposition amendments which we
see before us, which restrict any state oversight of
education in non-government schools, are irresponsible.
They have not been sought by the Catholic or
independent sector, and they should be quickly put
aside. I commend the bill to the house, and I look
forward to its implementation.
Mr SMITH (Bass) — It is a pleasure to get up and
talk on the Education and Training Reform Bill. I will
just say for the record that because of the government
hit at democracy in this house most members have had
only something between 3 and 5 minutes to put across a
point, and I do not think the way the government has
gone about it has been good enough.
This is a real hit by the Labor government against
home-educators. I have visited people in their homes
and seen the classrooms they have set up for their kids
because they have made a choice to not have their
children educated at either a government school or a
private school. One has to ask why they do that. Are the
schools not good enough or not able to cope with their
children or are they unable to teach them properly in the
way the parents would like to see them taught?
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On one of my visits to see the home system the mother
was a former teacher who was teaching four kids aged
4, 10, 11 and 14. I sat down and had the opportunity to
talk to those kids and listen to what they had to say, and
I must say they were magnificent in their discussions
with me. I thought the standard of education they
seemed to have was terrific. I had worried a bit about
the teaching of some of the social activities and so
forth, thinking they did not have the opportunity to
meet other kids, but it was put to me by the mother that
they in fact meet regularly with other home-schoolers
and enjoy all the normal social activities that kids
would get at school.
I am disappointed that we are not in a position to speak
fully in this debate because there are a large number of
issues I would like to raise. I support the amendments
that have been put forward by the shadow minister for
education, the member for Nepean. We are very
concerned about what this government is trying to do
with regard to home-education. Could I say that for a
party that has closed more schools in the last 25 years
than the Kennett government did, it should really have
a look at itself.
Sitting suspended 1.00 p.m. until 2.02 p.m.
Business interrupted pursuant to standing orders.

QUESTIONS WITHOUT NOTICE
Rural Ambulance Victoria: administration
Mrs SHARDEY (Caulfield) — My question is to
the Minister for Health. I refer the minister to reports
that Rural Ambulance Victoria is racked with bullying,
corruption, low morale, low staffing levels, depleted
services, outdated communications and dispatch
equipment, inappropriate use of ambulances and sexual
harassment allegations, and I ask: is this the minister’s
idea of a world-class ambulance service?
Ms PIKE (Minister for Health) — I thank the
member for Caulfield for her question. I think it is
staggering that members of the opposition, of all
people, want to raise the topic of ambulance services. In
fact I welcome the opportunity to have a conversation
in this place about ambulance services, because I do not
think it is very long ago that Victorian had an
ambulance service that was racked with controversy.
When we think about things like Intergraph and look at
bypass figures we know that a lot has changed in the
last six years. We are and remain committed to
ensuring that the people in rural and regional Victoria
have access to the highest quality ambulance services.
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In fact Victorians can be rightly confident that an
ambulance will arrive promptly and that it will be
staffed with highly trained paramedics.
I want to take this opportunity to put on record my
appreciation for the paramedics who staff the rural
ambulance service and continue to deliver very high
quality services to the people of Victoria. Any
allegations of bullying or harassment are, of course,
taken very seriously by this government. They are
serious allegations.
In a large organisation like the rural ambulance service
from time to time there will be staffing issues; there
will be allegations. What is most important is that these
things are dealt with appropriately. I am advised that at
every point when allegations have been made — and
they have been made in different places at different
times — the rural ambulance service has in fact
appointed an independent external investigator to come
in and look at what is happening, make a report and
assess those workplace claims. Of course there have
been claims, and we are all aware of those.
What I am very concerned about is that I think there is a
perception that the outcomes of some of these
investigations have not been satisfactorily addressed by
Rural Ambulance Victoria — I think that is the
perception. That is why I have asked the chair of the
RAV board, Mr Leigh Hocking, to prepare a report on
each of these matters. In fact I will be meeting with him
tomorrow to discuss this. I will be seeking from him his
assurance that RAV will continue to put in place
independent external investigations for specific
allegations and that when these reports become
available RAV will address the issues and follow them
up appropriately.
I think this is a very serious matter. We have an
excellent ambulance service, but we want to continue to
improve it, and we want to make sure that the public
continues to have confidence in it. That is why I have
taken these matters very seriously.

Medical practitioners: training places
Mr HARDMAN (Seymour) — My question is to
the Premier. I ask the Premier what action the
government is taking to secure additional medical
undergraduate places in Victoria, especially regional
Victoria.
Mr BRACKS (Premier) — I thank the member for
Seymour for his question. The last Council of
Australian Governments meeting discussed the matter
of higher education contribution scheme-funded places
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for the training of doctors around Australia. Whilst
there was no commitment to any particular sum of
money from the commonwealth for any training places
around the country, there was a commitment that
between the last COAG meeting and the next COAG
meeting, which will be held in June and July, there
would be a specified commitment to training places
around this country.

and I ask: will the Premier reconsider the proposal by
The Nationals to provide active volunteers in the
Country Fire Authority, the State Emergency Service
and the Australian Volunteer Coastguard Association
with the option of free personal vehicle registration
while also apologising to them for his outrageous
imputation that they would rort such a system if it were
introduced?

In order to prepare our case for that, we have today
announced that we will be committing infrastructure in
Victoria to assist with those new training places that we
need in this state. If you look at our current position, if
there is no change at all in federal university funding
for doctor training places, then at the current rate by the
year 2020 there will be 3 doctors trained for every
12 doctors departing the system. At a time when the
population is ageing, when the population is growing
more broadly, we need to move forward and have an
increased allocation of fully funded higher education
contribution scheme places in this state. The minimum
we need in Victoria is at least 240 places — in fact,
244.

Mr BRACKS (Premier) — I thank the Leader of
The Nationals for his question. I refute the imputation
in the second part of his question. That is his Liberal
political interpretation. He always wants a story
somewhere around the state. We know the technique of
the Leader of The Nationals: he asks a question and
then races out before the end of question time to call up
to try to get the story in the paper. It does not matter
what you say in response; it is the question that he gets
up — but the question is wrong. I can say in answer to
the Leader of The Nationals that the imputation in his
question is wrong.

In order to facilitate that, we announced today, along
with the Australian Medical Association and with the
major universities, some of which are aspiring to
provide fully funded higher education contribution
scheme places, that we will commit $30 million to
infrastructure development to assist in the preparation
for those places to come about. Obviously we will fund
some new opportunities, particularly in regional
Victoria, for those new medical colleges to develop.
This is not only saying that we want more places; it is
putting our money where our mouth is and saying,
‘Here is the money. Here is the $30 million to provide
the infrastructure for the new regional colleges for these
places in the future’.
The ball is now in the court of the federal government.
We have a commitment in the resolution of the Council
of Australian Governments that there would be more
places. What we want is specified places, fully funded
places, and we want a minimum allocation of 240 for
Victoria. We are matching that with the infrastructure
to deliver it, and I look forward to that being achieved
by the federal government to make sure we are not
disadvantaged in the future.

Emergency services: volunteers
Mr RYAN (Leader of The Nationals) — My
question is to the Premier. I refer to the government’s
willingness to reward Commonwealth Games
volunteers with Australian Football League tickets and
its plans for encouraging volunteerism in other areas,

In relation to the volunteers who have worked effectively
in this state over a long period of time to save people’s
lives and property, I want to congratulate them on the
support they have given the public broadly across
Victoria. We have provided and will continue — —
Honourable members interjecting.
Mr BRACKS — Okay, I mixed it up. It is a bit of a
tag team; they tag on their way out! I want to
congratulate the 10 000-plus volunteers who fought the
bushfires in January this year. They did a great job.
They saved the lives of Victorians and property and
assets in Victoria. They deserve our congratulations.
We are committed to resourcing our volunteers and our
volunteer services to unprecedented levels.
If you look at what we have done, with new fire
stations, new equipment, new resources and new
vehicles, you see an unprecedented injection of funds
and resources into our volunteer system in Victoria.
The biggest thing we can do for volunteers is resource
them properly. That is what this government has done,
and that is why it will continue to support our volunteer
system in this state.

Medical practitioners: training places
Ms MARSHALL (Forest Hill) — My question is to
the Minister for Health. I refer the minister to the
government’s commitment to making sure that all
Victorians can access a world-class health system, and I
ask the minister to outline for the house any threats to
this going into the future.
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Ms PIKE (Minister for Health) — I thank the
member for Forest Hill for her question. I am very
proud of the Bracks government’s investment in our
public hospitals.
Honourable members interjecting.
Ms PIKE — Given the chuckle from the new
Deputy Leader of the Opposition, I might add that
when you consider that her government took 15 per
cent straight out of the budget of every single public
hospital in this state, sacked 2000 nurses and closed
12 hospitals, you can only assume that the chuckle was
one of embarrassment. It was an embarrassed laugh,
because that is what people do when they know that a
contrast is so overt.
Over the last five years we have increased funding for
our hospitals by $2.4 billion, by 71 per cent. Every
single hospital in this state has had an increase in its
budget every single year under the Bracks government.
It is the largest capital works program in this state’s
history in health, with $2.4 billion and huge iconic
projects that we are all aware of. Since 1999 we have
rebuilt or are rebuilding 50 public hospitals and health
services. We have employed more than 6000 nurses,
1200 extra doctors and more than 650 paramedics. But
unless something is done now about the shortage of
medical students, there will be a devastating effect on
Victoria’s future health system.
This situation has arisen because of decisions by the
federal government. Those decisions have meant that in
recent years nearly all of the new
commonwealth-supported undergraduate places have
been given to other states at the expense of Victoria. Let
me explain what this means. By 2007 New South
Wales will have a total of seven medical schools and
693 commonwealth-supported students.
Dr Napthine interjected.
The SPEAKER — Order! I ask the member for
South-West Coast to be quiet. I ask the minister to
continue.
Ms PIKE — Queensland will have four medical
schools and 408 places. By comparison, Victoria has
only two medical schools with 353 students entering
each year. So Victoria is left at a significant
disadvantage in comparison to other jurisdictions. If
this situation continues and it is overlaid with the rise in
the population and the ageing of the population, it will
have a very detrimental effect on the health system. To
be very clear, since 2004 the commonwealth has
allocated 556 new medical places right around the
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country. Victoria has received only 10 out of 556 —
that is, 1.8 per cent of the new places allocated.
The government is very concerned about this, but we
are not the only ones who are concerned. Today the
Premier, the Treasurer and I had the great pleasure of
being joined by the Australian Medical Association, the
Rural Doctors Association of Victoria and the deans of
Melbourne, Monash, Deakin and La Trobe universities.
They all stood side by side, shoulder to shoulder, with
the government, and together we made a unanimous
call to the commonwealth government to fund at least
240 additional medical school places for Victorian
universities. This government has been investing
substantially over the last six years.
Mr Smith interjected.
The SPEAKER — Order! The member for Bass
will not interject in that manner.
Ms PIKE — Every single budget has seen a
massive injection of additional funding and resources
into health, but unless the commonwealth government
does something to address the acute undersupply of
commonwealth-supported medical places, we will be
faced with significant medical work force shortages.

Police: corruption and organised crime
Mr WELLS (Scoresby) — My question is to the
Minister for Police and Emergency Services. I refer the
minister to Simon Overland’s serious concerns about
the inability of the judicial system to deal with
gangland killings, corrupt police and drug traffickers,
and I ask: given that the Premier said two years ago,
‘Victoria is having a great deal of success in fighting
both police corruption and organised crime’, why have
serious failings of the system not been addressed by the
Attorney-General and him?
The SPEAKER — Order! The question is to the
Minister for Police and Emergency Services, so he can
answer that bit that relates to his portfolio.
Mr HOLDING (Minister for Police and Emergency
Services) — The disappointment on the face of the
Attorney-General is palpable in terms of his not being
able answer this ridiculous question! This government
has invested more than any government in Victorian
history in terms of responding to organised crime.
It spent $38 million to better resource Victoria Police to
respond to the challenge of organised crime and major
gangland killings. It has invested money to enable
Victoria Police to acquire the high-technology
resources that are required to tackle organised crime. It
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has invested resources to make sure that Victoria Police
has the specialists that are required. It has established
the office of the chief examiner, who has given
coercive questioning powers to Victoria Police to
enable major crime figures to be brought to justice.

opposition in terms of responding to this challenge. We
already have experts addressing this issue, and believe
it or not we do not intend to add the opposition to that.

We have put resources into updating the offence of
consorting to ensure that it now applies to organised
criminal figures. We have upgraded — —

Ms DUNCAN (Macedon) — My question is to the
Minister for Water. Will the minister advise the house
on the effect of recent federal government water
policies on Victorian farmers and country towns and
what action the government is taking to protect the
livelihood of country Victorians?

Dr Napthine interjected.
The SPEAKER — Order! I warn the member for
South-West Coast for the last time today. The
member’s behaviour in this house today has been
nothing to be proud of.
Mr HOLDING — We have also invested
$12 million to make sure that our correction system is
able to cope with major gangland criminals to ensure
that they can be appropriately secured. That money has
been spent not only in securing Barwon Prison but also
Port Phillip Prison and the Melbourne Assessment
Prison.
We have also invested in making sure that the criminal
justice system has the resources it requires to respond to
the challenge of organised crime. The Office of Public
Prosecutions has received more than $6 million in
additional resources. The criminal justice system as a
whole has received millions of additional dollars to
provide for increased court days and trial days to make
sure that significant trials can progress through the
system. This government believes that it is doing all
that it can to make sure that organised criminal figures
are brought to justice — —
Mr Thompson — On a point of order, Speaker, a
number of years ago the Premier indicated that he
would require all ministers to answer questions directly.
This question asked a number of points in relation to
Simon Overland’s concerns, and to date the minister
has not addressed Simon Overland’s concerns.
The SPEAKER — Order! There is no point of
order.
Mr HOLDING — This government does believe it
is doing everything that possibly can be done to work
with Victoria Police, the justice system and the
corrections system to ensure that we respond as
effectively as possible to the challenge that faces our
community in terms of responding to organised crime.
There is one aspect of Simon Overland’s remarks with
which I do not agree, and that is that he called for the
establishment of a process that included members of the

Water: agricultural use

Mr THWAITES (Minister for Water) — I thank
the member for her question. It is important that I
advise the house of some recent announcements from
the federal government that could potentially have a
devastating effect on farmers and country towns.
Last month the National Water Commission wrote to
the Victorian government and said it was
recommending suspension of payments of millions of
dollars of competition policy money to Victoria on the
basis that Victoria was not trading water with New
South Wales. The Victorian government supports water
trading. Indeed we have entered an agreement with
South Australia for water trading, but New South
Wales has high exit fees and it has a distorted exchange
rate, which would mean that if Victoria simply started
trading water with New South Wales now, as the
federal government wants us to, billions of litres of
Victorian water would cross the border with little
prospect of return. That would have a devastating effect
on farms and on country towns.
But that is not all: just last week the Prime Minister’s
parliamentary secretary with responsibility for water,
Malcolm Turnbull, said that Victoria should use
irrigators water to supplement Melbourne’s water
supplies. As the Victorian Farmers Federation has said
about this, ‘What town in northern Victoria does
Mr Turnbull want to close down if this goes ahead?’.
We do — —
Honourable members interjecting.
The SPEAKER — Order! The member for
Nepean! The minister!
Mr THWAITES — We do allow trading between
irrigators and regional towns like Bendigo, and that is
something — —
Honourable members interjecting.
Mr THWAITES — It shows how much you know
about water!
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The SPEAKER — Order! The minister, through
the Chair!

The SPEAKER — Order! The member for Bass! I
ask the member for Bass to withdraw that comment.

Mr THWAITES — I might say that that is
something that is supported by farmers in the
Campaspe as a very positive proposal, but we want to
protect our rural industries, we want to protect the north
of Victoria, we want to protect irrigation. Members of
the Liberal Party in Canberra and apparently here in
Victoria — unlike The Nationals in Victoria — who
seem to support Mr Turnbull’s proposition, will be
seeing a devastating effect on our farmers.

Mr Smith — I will withdraw it if he will stop
misleading the house.

Today we read extraordinarily that the federal
environment minister, Mr Ian Campbell, wants the
federal government to take over control of water from
the states. What a mess that would be. Not only does
the federal government want to hurt our farmers and
our country towns, but it cannot even reach agreement
on what water policy should be. What does the federal
agriculture minister, Mr Peter McGauran, say about the
federal parliamentary secretary’s policy for water.
Mr McGauran says it is ‘far fetched and as far from
government policy as Siberia’.
The Bracks government will continue to stand up for
country Victoria. We have shown that we are the party
of country Victoria. I have one question for the Leader
of the Opposition: is this another case where he is going
to be a Liberal first, or is he going to join our
government in opposing these plans that would
devastate country Victoria?

Seal Rocks Sea Life Centre: building report
Mr SMITH (Bass) — My question is to the
Minister for Environment. I refer the minister to his
pathetic answers yesterday regarding the damning
findings of the leaked Seal Rocks building reports. He
has spent hundreds of thousands of dollars on lawyers
in an attempt to keep secret its damning findings on his
and his department’s mismanagement. Why did the
minister not exercise his obvious duty of care to visitors
and workers and close the derelict complex two years
ago when he first found out about the dangerous
conditions at the site?
Mr THWAITES (Minister for Environment) — As
I said yesterday and made clear, the government has
invested more than $1 million in making Seal Rocks
safe and in improving that building. We will be
investing further funds this year in making the building
more accessible and further improving the building.
Mr Smith interjected.

The SPEAKER — Order! That is not an
appropriate withdrawal. I ask the member for Bass to
withdraw it without comment.
Mr Smith — I withdraw.
Mr THWAITES — And we will continue to
upgrade this building and fix the mess that was left by
the previous government.
The member accuses me of being misleading.
Yesterday in his question the member implied and in
fact stated that the secretary of my department had
personally intervened in the freedom of information
application. The true story of that is that the reason
Professor Lyndsay Nielson was involved is that the
member appealed his freedom of information decision
to the secretary of the department, as the legislation
provides for!

Planning: rural zones
Mr MERLINO (Monbulk) — My question is to the
Minister for Planning. Can the minister update the
house on how the introduction and implementation of
new rural zones will support the ongoing prosperity of
regional Victoria?
Mr HULLS (Minister for Planning) — I thank the
member for his question. I am sure that all members of
this house want to support the ongoing prosperity of
regional Victoria. As we know, the agricultural industry
alone in this state produces billions of dollars worth of
food and employs thousands of farmers, and I would
hope everyone in this house would want to protect our
rural sector.
For the benefit of members I need to go back to the late
1990s, the dark days here in Victoria, when a new
planning system was introduced by the Kennett
government. That new system included standard zones
for land use right across the state, including the rural
zone which was applied to most farming land. It
quickly became apparent that the standard rural zone
allowed too many non-farming uses which led to a
conflict between farming activities and people who,
while they may have appreciated a decent view, had no
idea about the realities of farming.
When we came to government we took action and
appointed a rural zones review reference group in 2002.
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The new zones went through a very extensive
consultation process, including with the Municipal
Association of Victoria, the Victorian Farmers
Federation and many rural councils before they were
finalised. The new zones which were endorsed by the
VFF, the MAV and the majority of rural councils
I believe strike the right balance, provide a much wider
choice of zones and indeed give councils a clear
purpose. The VFF’s then president, Paul Weller, said in
2004 that the rural zones were a great achievement and
success for the VFF and for the Victorian government.
When I became minister, many rural councils which
supported the rural zones — —
An honourable member interjected.
Mr HULLS — I am going to get to that. They
informed me that they had limited resources, which
made it very difficult for them to implement the zones.
It was suggested to them that I as Minister for Planning
should conduct a straight translation, and I am pleased
to report widespread agreement. Again, I note the view
of the VFF, whose deputy president, Meg Parkinson,
said last year:
A direct translation avoids a lengthy and expensive
assessment and consultation process by council with its
ratepayers about where the zones are to be applied.

She went on to say:
This will be viewed as a positive opportunity for many rural
councils.

The new zones affect 65 councils across the state. I
noted the interjection before about how many have
been taken up. Seventy per cent of them have already
agreed to direct translations. Most of the remainder
have indicated that they want to undertake some more
strategic work before they are applied, and my
department continues to work with those councils to
resolve these outstanding issues.
Can I conclude by saying that these rural zones are a
positive for rural Victoria. There has been some
scaremongering around the place, particularly by the
honourable member for Hawthorn who cannot get a
question up, tragically. But just to make it clear, in
relation to the rural zones the government has ensured
that existing rights will continue to remain for
dwellings in the new rural zones. A property owner will
still be able to apply for a permit to build a home on lots
less than 40 hectares, will still be able to apply for a
permit for a second dwelling to a lot and will still be
able to apply for a permit to excise an existing dwelling
subject to a condition preventing further subdivision. I
encourage the member for Hawthorn and the opposition
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to get on board and support rural zones instead of living
in the twilight zone.

Emergency services: volunteers
Mr RYAN (Leader of The Nationals) — My
question is to the Premier. I refer to the Premier’s
comments reported in the Herald Sun of 7 March this
year when in response to The Nationals’ proposal for
free motor vehicle registration and insurance for
emergency service volunteers, the Premier said:
There would be many people in the country who will simply
sign up to get that exemption.

I ask: will the Premier now apologise for his appalling
imputation against country people while also
apologising to the house for having given a misleading
answer to my previous question?
Mr BRACKS (Premier) — I thank the Leader of
The Nationals for his supplementary question, and I am
grateful to him for clarifying his question where he
implied that I said the country people were rorted.
An honourable member — He did not.
Mr BRACKS — He did. That is what he said, and
that was the allegation — —
The SPEAKER — Order! Instead of having an
argument across the house about it, members can all
look at Daily Hansard tomorrow. I ask members to be
quiet to allow the Premier to continue.
Mr BRACKS — My very point has been proved,
that it is the question and the allegation that the Leader
of The Nationals is running on. The truth of the matter
has been explained — that is, of course many people
apply for these things. That does not allow the Leader
of The Nationals to imply the matters that he said
before. The reality is we are giving unprecedented
resources to our volunteers, which is the best possible
assistance you can give to volunteers to do the very task
they are required to do — to protect our community and
protect us from fire hazards in the future.

Rural and regional Victoria: infrastructure
Mr HELPER (Ripon) — My question is to the
Minister for State and Regional Development. Can the
minister outline to the house any recent announcements
which demonstrate the government’s commitment to
supporting regional infrastructure?
Mr BRUMBY (Minister for State and Regional
Development) — I thank the member for Ripon for his
question. Can I say at the outset that today there is more
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good news for country Victoria. Just over two weeks
ago — on 13 March — I released the bushfire task
force report in Halls Gap. I want to thank all members
who contributed to that — all the members of cabinet
and the Parliamentary Secretary for Regional
Development, who put in quite an extraordinary effort
in helping with the preparation of that report.
I announced on 13 March 10 projects under the Small
Towns Development Fund to help those
bushfire-affected areas. These projects are worth about
$1.4 million, and $2.1 million in terms of total projects.
Today I am pleased to announce a further $2.1 million
for around 20 projects under the Small Towns
Development Fund, which are worth an aggregate
$3.5 million in total improvements to small towns
across the state. I am pleased to say these projects are
distributed right across the state. For example, $250 000
to the Corangamite Shire Council towards a $460 000
upgrade of the Coast to Crater rail trail stage 1 from
Camperdown to Timboon. That funding was raised
when the cabinet was in Camperdown and it has now
been finalised. In Horsham we are providing $250 000
towards the $430 000 redevelopment of the Horsham
central business precinct. In the Alpine shire we are
providing $250 000 towards a new pathway from
Myrtleford’s Murray to the Mountains rail trail to the
town centre. These are great projects for country
Victoria.
The third bit of good news for country Victoria was the
Premier’s announcement earlier today of $30 million
towards more medical places in country Victoria. We
have been robbed of medical places. This $30 million is
the government putting the money up — —
An honourable member — Robbed?
Mr BRUMBY — We have been robbed. We have
had 10 places, Queensland has had more than 200. New
South Wales has had 200 places and we have had 10.
We have put the money up and we want to see more
medical places in country Victoria funded by the
federal government.
There is more good news. Earlier this week the
Building Commission released the February building
approvals data for Victoria. I know the Minister for
Planning was particularly pleased with this data
released by the Building Commission. It was
$1.3 billion — the highest level of building approvals
ever recorded in February. In country Victoria —
provincial Victoria as we call it now — building
approvals today are twice the level they were six years
ago. It has been stunning.
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The final bit of good news I want to finish with today,
because this is such a contrast to those seven dark years
back in the 1990s — those seven dim, dark, awful,
depressing years — —
Honourable members interjecting.
Mr BRUMBY — We remember. Last week the
Australian Bureau of Statistics released the final
2004–05 population growth figures. Every member of
the house can be proud of these figures because apart
from the fact that they showed record population
growth for regional Victoria as a whole — 1.3 per
cent — every statistical division used by the ABS in
Victoria in 2004–05 recorded a population increase.
You might ask what is significant about that. You
have to go back 15 years for the last time that
occurred. I can tell the house when it definitely did not
occur — when we had negative growth after negative
growth after negative growth across regions in
provincial Victoria during the dark years. It was
during that period from 1993 to 1999, those awful,
dim, dark depressing years. Who was the Minister for
Tourism? Who was the Minister for Small Business
back then?
Mr Thompson — On a point of order, Speaker, the
time for answering questions is 4 minutes. The Minister
for State and Regional Development has now exceeded
that time. I emphasise the point that we are in the
outrageous position where in the house this afternoon
members will be restricted to 3 minutes each to debate
one of the most significant reforms to education in this
state — 400 clauses and the minister is wasting the time
of the house.
Honourable members interjecting.
The SPEAKER — Order! The member for
Sandringham must not abuse the forms of the house by
attempting to raise matters of debate when he should be
raising a point of order. It is really not appropriate for
the member for Sandringham to behave in that manner.
I believe the minister has completed his answer. The
time for questions without notice has expired.

EDUCATION AND TRAINING REFORM
BILL
Second reading
Debate resumed.
Dr SYKES (Benalla) — I wish to contribute to the
debate on the Education and Training Reform Bill, of
which there are many good aspects. Given that there are
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nearly 50 schools in my area doing a fine job of
educating our children, sometimes under difficult
circumstances, I would like to make just a few
comments on the bill from our perspective.
The first is that the principles espoused in the bill are
very sound. However, they could be improved if the
principles applying to the You Can Do It program were
included, in particular working together and persistence
and resilience. I could also add the principle of taking
responsibility for your own actions.
However, this government has missed an opportunity to
incorporate kindergartens into the education system
with this bill. We applaud the recent agreement to apply
pay parity for kindergarten teachers but there are still
major issues with the costs and administration of
kindergartens, especially small, rural kindergartens
such as Moyhu and Whitfield in my area. There is
co-location with primary schools going on and
administration support from primary schools on a
voluntary basis in the area but that needs to be
encouraged. Funding for kindergartens must be
increased so parents do not have to work their butts off
merely to meet operating and maintenance costs.
The freedom to retain religious education in schools is
welcome. The school leaving age being raised from
15 years to 16 years is fine as long as the rules are
enforced; I acknowledge that the minister is providing
for exemptions in some circumstances. It is also
important to recognise school programs such as the
school-based traineeship program at Mansfield
Secondary College. Over 100 students at Mansfield are
taking advantage of being able to remain at school
while getting hands-on experience in a vocation of their
choice.
Another education institution which is not currently
addressed by this bill is neighbourhood centres. There
are many of these centres in the Benalla electorate.
They provide very valuable ongoing education
opportunities and life skilling. They remain chronically
underfunded, particularly centres such as Mount
Beauty.
The issue of home-educators has been raised by other
speakers. The key point seems to be the government
wanting to impose a prescriptive approach to
home-education — a continuation of its nanny state
mentality. I know that in my area we have many
wonderful examples of home-educators very
successfully educating their children. In particular, the
Lourenz family in Benalla has home-educated its six
children. The eldest has a degree in agricultural science
and a postgraduate qualification, the second eldest has a
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degree in veterinary science, the third eldest is doing
third-year medicine and the youngest three are still
being capably educated at home.
For education to be effective we must have adequate
funding in addition to the legislative framework. While
I welcome the upgrade of Bright P–12 in recent times,
there is still a significant demand for funding for basic
maintenance in many of the schools in my area. In
closing, I wish to support the amendments circulated by
the member for Rodney.
Mr THOMPSON (Sandringham) — I reiterate that
it is lamentable that the house has now been reduced to
the stage where one of the most important bills in the
state’s history in the education area is subject to a
debating time of 3 minutes per member. A number of
members in this chamber would have 20, 40 or even
60 schools within their electorates, and in the case of
the Sandringham electorate there are a number of
government schools about which there are important
points to be made. I trust that the minister will have the
opportunity to take cognisance of the needs of schools
in the Sandringham electorate.
The largest school in the electorate is Sandringham
College, where the majority of college buildings are of
light timber construction and 30 years beyond their
use-by date. There are rotting window frames, uneven
floors and a range of occupational health and safety
issues. The school is subject to flooding in heavy rain,
despite efforts to keep gutters clear, and there are other
items requiring constant maintenance. The instrumental
music space at the Highett campus of the college is full
of rot and either very cold or very hot, and the buildings
do not and cannot provide teaching spaces in keeping
with the type of teaching and learning central to the
government’s blueprint. There are poor student and
staff toilet facilities and a lack of adequate change
facilities, as well as broken and unsafe asphalt and
concrete, including external playing surfaces.
In relation to infrastructure the school has inadequate
heating and cooling services that are subject to
breakdown. Multicampus information and
communications technology (ICT) is not adequately
provided for, and the campus is reliant on a totally
inadequate microlink connection, again restricting the
type of ICR-rich learning environment flagship 1
describes. The fire services at the school are inadequate,
with a service on one campus being turned off because
of leaks. Plumbing is subject to breakdown and burst
pipes, and the electrical switchboards are in need of
upgrading.
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The cost of outstanding maintenance for Beaumaris
Primary School, according to the Department of
Education and Training’s physical resources
management system report from 2003, is $338 334. In
respect of Beaumaris North Primary School, the toilets
are very old, and according to a report in 2005 the roof
needs to be replaced, internal painting is needed and car
parking around the school is a problem that also needs
to be addressed. In addition, $97 000 of asphalting
work needs to be carried out. The school council at
Sandringham East Primary School describes the current
school environment as a ‘mish-mash of facilities’ and
says there are issues related to relocatables, an old
wooden classroom, a Bristol and an ageing core brick
building.
I would like to make some comments in relation to the
wider issues of the principles behind the bill. The
opposition is opposed to the regulation system and
seeks the power of self-regulation for non-government
schools and systems. It asks that the bill be amended so
that home-schooling parents are not required to
compulsorily register. Many home-schooling parents
do an outstanding job. They believe family factors
should decide the success or otherwise of the
educational outcomes for their children.
I am now precluded by an agreement from speaking
any further on this bill.
Mr JENKINS (Morwell) — It gives me a great deal
of pleasure to rise and speak in support of the Education
and Training Reform Bill, which consolidates
12 education and training acts into one. This bill is yet
another plank in the Labor platform of improving our
education system in Victoria, particularly in regional
Victoria, and it adds to the huge investment this
government has made in education and education
services. We have made huge advances to ensure that
we have sufficient teachers to deal with the
ever-improving regime we need to be putting in place
in the education system and to invest in infrastructure.
We are making sure — —
Mr Perton — What about reading and writing and
maths?
The SPEAKER — Order! I ask the member for
Doncaster to be quiet and allow the member for
Morwell to continue.
Mr JENKINS — He is loud, isn’t he! The bill will
make sure that the schools that have supported my
electorate and my students continue to do the wonderful
job they have been doing during all the time I have
been a member of this house and of course before that,
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when Keith Hamilton was a great member for Morwell.
Teachers have been supported by this government, and
today they are again being supported by the
introduction of legislation to ensure that their working
conditions are retained and to give them certainty of
employment so that they can continue to make an
investment in the education of our young people.
This legislation is part of the whole-of-government
approach that we need to have to the education of
young people and to supporting regional Victoria, and it
makes sure that that approach does not just apply to the
people who live near the tram tracks. The member for
Doncaster, who was interjecting, would be well aware
of the previous restrictions and the fact that the previous
government just did not understand what was going on
in regional Victoria.
This government cares about regional Victoria. It has
made an investment in education right across regional
Victoria. The minister and the staff in the minister’s
office who have undertaken the huge task of reducing
the 700 pages in those 12 pieces of legislation to 400
have been able to simplify and modernise the
legislation while at the same time ensuring consultation
and getting broad agreement from all the players. They
certainly have my congratulations, and I commend the
bill to the house.
Mr CLARK (Box Hill) — In this muzzled and
dumbed-down Parliament 3 minutes has been allotted
to me to speak on this bill, and in that time I want to
condemn the continued spin-doctoring and humbug of
the Bracks government as manifest in the bill. I refer in
particular to the grand principles set out at part 1.2 of
the bill and then contrast them with clause 1.2.3 of the
bill, where it says that nothing in the previous
provisions can be taken into account in any civil cause
of action. We have grand statements of rights such as
those in clause 1.2.1, which states in part:
(c) information concerning the performance of education
and training providers should be publicly available;
(d) parents have the right to choose an appropriate education
for their child;
(e) a school community has a right to information
concerning the performance of its school …

But then the Bracks government specifically legislates
in the following clause to contradict the so-called rights
it purports to give.
Not only is this humbug in the drafting of the bill, it
must be contrasted with the actual performance of the
Bracks government, where information concerning the
performance of education and training providers is
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frequently repressed. I refer in particular to its constant
refusal to make public the extent of the maintenance
backlog in this state. We need to contrast the humbug
of saying that parents have the right to choose an
appropriate education for their child with the rushed
and poorly explained registration system for
home-schoolers, where we have the minister tabling a
skeleton outline of proposed regulations at the last
minute when for many parents the future right that they
genuinely should have to provide a reasonable
education for their children is under threat.
Last but not least is the claim that the school
community has the right to information concerning the
performance of its school when, again, the information
the Bracks government makes available on that front is
extraordinarily limited. Thus there is a contrast not only
in theory but in practice.
I refer further to the experience of my own electorate,
where schools such as Surrey Hills Primary School,
Box Hill High School and Koonung Secondary College
have been waiting for years for major maintenance
funding for upgrades. Koonung Secondary College is in
desperate need of a science block. Surrey Hills Primary
School is on extraordinarily cramped premises, yet the
minister for education had the nerve to write to me
saying that no funding would be available to expand the
size of the campus because the money was all
committed to the outer suburbs of Melbourne.
What is desperately needed is not more spin-doctoring
as set out in part 1 of this bill but genuine action and
reform to make information available to school
communities and to parents about the performance of
their schools and about the educational attainments of
their children, as well as action to provide parents with
a genuine right to choose appropriate education for their
children in a publicly provided place, in an independent
or Catholic school, or in home-schooling.
Mr HOWARD (Ballarat East) — I am certainly
very pleased to speak to the Education and Training
Reform Bill. As we have heard, this bill is a significant
rewrite of the very aged and historic documents that we
have had up until now. It tries to recognise the
contemporary issues — the real issues — facing
education in this state into the 21st century, and it is
written in a contemporary way. As we have heard,
some of the key provisions in this legislation that need
to be applauded are: increasing the age of compulsory
schooling to 16 and also guaranteeing that every
Victorian under the age of 20 has the right to free
education at a state school or a TAFE college to
complete their Victorian certificate of education or
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VCE-equivalent subjects. I think it is very important
that we have that as a key focus in the legislation.
One issue that I wish to focus on, though, is one that
has attracted a lot of attention in my electorate office, as
it has in other areas, and that is home-schooling. As I
have been very pleased to explain to home-schoolers,
many of whom are in my electorate and for whom I
have a great deal of respect, the work of the minister
and the purpose of this bill is about recognising that this
government — and any decent state government — has
a role to play in ensuring that all students below the age
of 16 are being appropriately educated to proper
standards. It is inappropriate for any minister to try to
step away from that recognition.
We recognise that there are people who do not go to
formalised schooling but who are home-schooled by
well-intentioned parents, most of whom do a very good
job. It is not the intention of the legislation to stop that
from happening, but as the minister has tried to explain
in terms of the flow-on from this legislation, she will
continue to work with home-schoolers to establish
appropriate ways by which home-schooling parents can
demonstrate that their children are being appropriately
educated without requiring them to undertake an
arduous amount of work. It is simply an appropriate
position for any responsible government to take. The
minister has a responsibility to ensure that those who do
not come in front of the formalised school system have
an understanding that they are undertaking purposeful
education and that in the cases where they do not come
before the education authorities in some way or another
those issues can be followed up.
I support all the aspects of this legislation. I think it is
very sound and very sensible, and I am sure
home-educators would be assured by this.
Mr WALSH (Swan Hill) — In the short time that I
have available to me I would first of all like to place on
the record, particularly for those who have made the
effort to come and sit in the gallery and listen to this
debate, the fact that we have spent so much time on this
government’s self-congratulations on the
Commonwealth Games that we have allowed little time
for debate on two very important bills, this being one
and the Disability Bill being the other.
The other thing I would like also to place on the record
is the selfishness of the member for Gippsland East in
choosing to use up all of his time instead of sharing it
amongst the rest of us, as we have agreed to do.
I suppose the key issue with the consultation on this bill
is the time lines, which have already been talked about
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by other speakers. It comes down to what people
interpret as consultation. It is about whether you have a
meeting and say, ‘We are going to listen to you, but we
are not going to take any notice of you’, or whether you
actually and genuinely engage with stakeholders to
achieve a good outcome for everyone. As we know
with all legislation, the devil is always in the detail. The
detail in this case will be the regulations that are formed
after the legislation is passed. I hope, particularly for the
sake of the home-schoolers, who are very concerned
about what the regulations may or may not have in
them after this legislation is passed, that the minister
and the parliamentary secretary engage in genuine
consultation and genuine listening so those regulations
are a good outcome for both sides.
The other people I would like to commend are the
home-educators. If every bill that was introduced into
this house was as well read by people as this bill has
been by that particular group, I think we would have a
much better understanding in the community about
what we do in this place in forming legislation. So I
commend them for the effort they have made in reading
the bill and in keeping us informed of their concerns
regarding what is in it.
The other issue I would briefly like to touch on is
religious education. Quite a few members from the
government side have commented that there was never
any intention to change the rules around religious
education. But of all the issues I have dealt with since I
have come into this place, the threat of changes to
religious education has generated the most signed
petitions, phone calls and letters to my office on any
single issue. So it is something that has cut to the core
of the values of the people in my electorate. They were
concerned about what this government potentially
could have done to religious education in the schools.
One of the other two issues I would like to touch on
briefly is the opportunity lost on preschools. There is a
lot of research around that says good preschooling sets
up a child for the rest of their education. There was an
opportunity to bring the preschool system into the
education system. We face a constant challenge in
country electorates as to how we get enough money to
run our preschools and how we get teachers out there.
Finally, I put my hand up for the schools in the Swan
Hill electorate to make sure they get their fair share of
the Snowy Hydro sale money.
Ms ECKSTEIN (Ferntree Gully) — I am very
pleased to support this bill as well. I would like to
congratulate the minister for all the work she has done
and the departmental officers who have worked on this,
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particularly Michael Kane and John Livi, who I know
have put in an inordinate amount of work.
This is the first overhaul of the education legislation
since the original act of 1872. Today, more than ever,
quality education and training is one of the most
important things for a young person in our society. It
equips them with the skills and knowledge they need to
take their place in our society and to participate
effectively in its institutions, and it is a key factor in
conveying the core values of our society to future
generations.
This bill has done an excellent job in striking a balance
and in making some important reforms. I do not have
time today to go into those reforms in any detail. The
principles which have been outlined and which
underpin the act are absolutely outstanding. They
affirm the important core values that underpin
education, including education in government schools.
They include things such as that education ought to be
free, that it ought to be compulsory and that it ought to
be secular. Those things are absolutely essential, and
they are a key aspect of the bill.
The fact that instruction is free in the eight key learning
areas is very important. The provision for students to be
supported in education to the completion of year 12 up
to the age of 20 years is an important reform, as is the
increase in the school leaving age to 16 years, which is
to ensure that young people gain sufficient
qualifications and skills to access appropriate further
education and employment opportunities of their
choice.
Finally, I would like to briefly touch on an aspect which
is not in the bill and which I am very pleased is not in
the bill — that is, the clause prohibiting bilingual
education in non-government schools finally has been
excised from the legislation. I first sought to have this
done in about 1983, and I was only partly successful in
that the clause was amended. The provision was there
to prevent Lutheran schools in the Western District
from teaching in and through German during World
War I, because this was very seditious at a time when
Australia was at war. Bilingual education in
government schools was not prohibited, just in
non-government ones. I am very pleased that this
outdated clause is no longer in the legislation. I
commend the bill to the house.
Dr HARKNESS (Frankston) — This bill represents
a watershed moment for education and training in
Victoria. There has not been a major change to
education and training legislation in Victoria for
almost 50 years. We must ensure that legislation
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governing how and what our young people learn
remains completely relevant to the modern world.
These visionary reforms of the education system
provide the first complete rewrite of the state’s
education legislation since its inception in 1873. This is
a historic opportunity to update our education laws and
get the best results for students, families and the
economy.
Students in this new millennium enjoy an education
system that is vastly different from that of their parents.
Not only will they stay at school longer than any
generation before them, but they will also develop
high-technology and computer skills unheard of in the
past. These youngsters will be Australia’s front runners
in ensuring that we remain competitive with the rapidly
growing economies of Asia. Our current system is
increasingly characterised by broader curricula and
greater autonomy and competition for schools and
training providers. There is also a much stronger focus
on employment outcomes these days, which puts
demands on our teachers and trainers.
A key feature of these reforms is the creation of a youth
guarantee to encourage more students to stay in
education and training for longer. Not only are we
raising the compulsory schooling age to 16, but we are
also guaranteeing every Victorian under 20 years of age
free instruction to complete year 12 at a government
school or a place to study an equivalent qualification at
a local TAFE institute.
It is absolutely vital to our economy and future
prosperity that we give our workers the skills they need
for the future and encourage young people to stay in
education and training. Since coming to office the
Bracks government has invested very heavily in the
Victorian education system. It has been getting on with
the job of rebuilding the education system while also
keeping the economy strong. We are seeing lower class
sizes, more and better quality teachers and staff in our
system, and we are investing strongly in school
facilities.
This bill sets the legislative framework for the
foreseeable future and also provides a foundation that is
relevant to contemporary society, with a principled yet
flexible basis for improved education and training for
all Victorians. These changes to education and training
legislation represent an important and historic
opportunity. I too add my words of congratulations to
the two ministers with responsibility for education, the
Minister for Education and Training and the Minister
for Education Services, as well as the government. I
wish the bill a speedy passage.

771

Mr DELAHUNTY (Lowan) — I have a brief time
to speak on this very important bill, the Education and
Training Reform Bill. We all know education and
training is vital for the continuing development of a
person, a community and this state. As parents it is our
greatest responsibility to give our children the best
opportunity in life — that is, to give them a good bit of
education. This is a large bill. It replaces 12 acts and is
429 pages long. Unfortunately I will not be able to go
through many of the issues I would like to raise. Most
of the things in the bill are acceptable to the community
I represent. The member for Rodney has circulated The
Nationals’ amendments, which I strongly support.
Two issues I have the time to cover relate to school
councils. There are 53 schools in my electorate, 14 of
which are non-government schools. The government
schools in particular have said that they want the
minister to be honest with respect to the role of school
councils.
School councils are entitled to set standards in relation
to uniforms but are not entitled to enforce them — in
other words, if a student does not stick to the standards,
they cannot be enforced. In relation to fees, the minister
often says all fees are voluntary. This is erroneous. The
schools want the minister to be up front and honest.
Many fees are necessary for materials, equipment and
the ongoing viability of schools. On other issues like
hair colour and body piercing, school councils can set
standards, but unfortunately they do not have the power
to enforce them. In relation to behaviour, school
councils are told they can set the standards, but when it
comes to enforcing them, they do not have what they
need. In an attempt to get a student to behave one of the
schools even talked about a rechargeable bond because
of damage being done to classrooms, but this was not
allowed.
The other issue I want to touch on concerns
home-educators. Like all members of Parliament we
have met with many home-educators. I met with eight
people in Horsham. I have had many calls, received
many letters and — like all members — many emails
about this matter which have highlighted that the school
system does not always achieve good outcomes. There
are many examples of people not having a good
outcome. Home-educators are concerned about red tape
and the Big Brother approach of this government which
could even make them out to be criminals. I want to
read quickly from an excellent letter from Michael and
Dorothy Cook:
Ten years ago one of our children was struggling in the public
school system, and it was having a negative impact on their
self-esteem. As an alternative we decided to undertake
educating our children at home. It is a decision we have never
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regretted. Two of our children are in the work force, one as an
aircraft maintenance engineer (Avionics) and the other as a
sales assistant. Our third child has just been offered a place to
study science at Melbourne University. All of our children
have enjoyed their home-based education, and we have seen
many benefits resulting from it.
Not all children do well in the school system, and it is
important to acknowledge individual differences not just
through lip-service but also by allowing educational
alternatives that are not overregulated.

I wish I had more time to go on, but with those few
comments I will leave it to the next speaker.
Ms GREEN (Yan Yean) — I will make a very brief
contribution to debate on this groundbreaking review of
education legislation. I am very proud to be part of a
government that has introduced this legislation, which
sets a framework for education in the 21st century. It is
well overdue, being the first significant overhaul of the
legislation since 1872. It almost halves the number of
pages of applicable legislation, and I am proud that it
enshrines free, secular and compulsory education. My
electorate has welcomed the opportunity for high-level
consultation, which is consistent with this government’s
commitment to consultation. My constituency has also
welcomed our reiteration that religious instruction is
still able to be delivered in our schools and the
introduction of light-touch regulation in relation to
home-schooling.
Again I am proud to be part of a government that is
modernising our education system, reducing class sizes,
increasing teacher and support staff numbers, and
improving facilities such as those at Apollo Parkways,
Diamond Creek East and Epping primary schools and
Whittlesea Secondary College. This is a great set of
reforms, and as a parent I welcome these changes. My
son, who works in the system, thinks they are pretty
good. Increasing the school leaving age to 16 is also a
good reform.
Ms CAMPBELL (Pascoe Vale) — It gives me
pleasure to speak ever so briefly on the Education and
Training Reform Bill. This major new legislation is
absolutely terrific and is welcomed by the vast majority
of people in my electorate, be they teachers, parents or
the general school community. If any children ever
bothered to read legislation, they would find this more
manageable than the previous 12 pieces of legislation
they would have had to wade through. The principle
that children are entitled to a free state education is
embodied in this legislation, and it is something that
each and every one of us supports.
Education is the top priority of the Bracks government.
We are proud of that fact, and so are parents, teachers
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and students. For the human person to fully develop, it
is essential that they have the opportunity to have
education experiences in a way that will enable them to
reach their full potential. There has been a fantastic
infrastructure rebuild in my electorate — more teachers
and greater numbers of students accessing smaller class
sizes.
Ms KOSKY (Minister for Education and
Training) — I would like to take the opportunity to
thank all honourable members for their contributions to
this debate. I wish in the very short time available to
respond to some of the issues that have been raised.
First of all, the member for Polwarth sees some devious
plot in the change from the name of ‘state’ to
‘government’ schools. I hate to disappoint the member,
but this was due to the change in commonwealth
legislation initiated by the Howard government, and in
the exercise of cooperative federalism we have ensured
consistency with the change of name.
A number of other members, including the member for
Nepean, while generally supporting the rationale in
lifting the compulsory school leaving age from 15 to 16
have expressed concern that some young people may
be better off at work or training at an earlier age. I wish
to assure members of the house that there will be a
capacity for exemptions where it is demonstrated that
individual students might be better off in a different
place, so those exemptions can be granted to particular
young people.
The member for East Gippsland raised a concern that a
school attendance officer could approach a child to seek
their name and address in relation to home-schooling.
The bill requires that the minister issue such an officer
with a photo ID card and that the officer produce this
on request, including on request of a parent. I have to
point out that the new provision is considerably less
onerous than the current provision in the Community
Services Act, which enables an officer to accost and
detain such a child in any street or other place. The new
legislation in relation to home-schooling takes a much
lighter approach.
A number of members have raised issues relating to
home-schooling. We believe as a government that
access to a quality education is a fundamental right, and
it is for this reason that we have compulsory education
enshrined in the bill. The bill explicitly recognises
home-schooling as an alternative to school education in
meeting the compulsory provisions. Given that we need
to ensure that all students are receiving a quality
education, whether they are educated at a government
or non-government school or being home-schooled, this
bill establishes the framework that will regulate all
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education and training providers. It would be
inappropriate to make an exception for home-schooling
and have no regulation of it.
I earlier circulated draft regulations which I believe
demonstrate that the government has no intention of
imposing onerous or intrusive regulations. They have a
light touch. I have said over and over again that the
regulations would be a light touch, and I believe they
demonstrate that. In the time available I do not propose
to run through those regulations again, but I believe
they demonstrate the commitment that I gave in the
second-reading speech.
The government will continue to consult with the
home-schooling community in the development of the
regulations to create a framework for home-schooling
that parents can happily work within. I would like to
add that, contrary to the member for Nepean’s remarks,
all the significant changes proposed in the bill were
outlined in the white paper, including the setting of
minimum standards for home-schooling.
I was interested to hear the member for Nepean state
that he believes parents of truant children should be
heavily penalised for not complying with the
compulsory education provisions while at the same
time wanting absolutely no regulations for
home-schooling. How does he propose to distinguish
between a child who is being schooled at home and one
who is both absent from school and absent from any
education, including in the home? This is precisely why
home-schooling is being supported through this bill as a
legitimate form of schooling, but truancy remains an
offence.
It is also interesting to note that the opposition’s
proposed amendments would exempt non-government
schools from the prescribed minimum standards for
schools and from the review procedures of the
Victorian Registration and Qualifications Authority. It
suggests that, although non-government schools would
be registered by the new authority, this move would
leave them largely unregulated. Non-government
schools receive an enormous amount of public funding,
and I do not believe anyone in this house thinks that
non-government schools should be completely
unaccountable for that public funding as well as
unaccountable to the public. The public needs to be
assured that all students in all schools, both government
and non-government, are receiving a quality education.
I would add that this is being supported by the
independent sector. In its response to the discussion
paper the Association of Independent Schools of
Victoria said the independent sector appreciated that its
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schools are accountable to students, parents, the
community and the government.
Similarly Catholic Archbishop Denis Hart’s submission
in response to the discussion paper said that the
establishment of a single statutory authority is required
to ensure there is consistency in regulation and quality
assurance in government and non-government schools.
He said that this authority would provide a clear
framework by which to oversee school review and
improvement processes. I believe the regulatory
approach we are taking is supported across all the
school sectors. It will provide for those minimum
standards to assure the community that all our young
people are gaining quality education and training. It is
for these reasons that the government rejects the
opposition’s amendments, and for the reasons I set out
earlier the government will not be accepting other
proposed amendments relating to the home-schooling
provisions of the bill.
I would like to thank a number of people who have
been instrumental in developing this bill and bringing it
to the house. The member for Yuroke, who is also the
Parliamentary Secretary for Education, has been very
closely involved in this project and in leading many of
the consultations, and I thank her very much for her
involvement. The chief legal officer of my department,
John Livi, has worked tirelessly with parliamentary
counsel to produce a bill and supporting material of the
highest standard. He has put in an enormous amount of
work over and above what is ever expected, and I want
to thank him personally as well as thanking him on
behalf of this Parliament. I know he will be terribly
embarrassed, but I think everyone in this house is very
thankful for his work. The Scrutiny of Acts and
Regulations Committee wrote to me expressing its
appreciation of the quality of the explanatory
memorandum, which it said dealt in a transparent
manner with every potential issue the committee might
have raised as requiring further advice. I would also
like to thank John’s team.
Within the policy area of my department Michael Kane
has led a team comprising Rebecca McTernan,
Michelle Hill, Mark Rosenthal and Lesley Foster. They
have done all the research and documented best
practice throughout the world. They have kept me up to
date and very much supported me in the task of
bringing this legislation before the house.
I would like to thank my government colleagues for
their advice and counsel, particularly those members
who hosted consultative forums. I also thank the many
organisations that participated over a long period in
bringing this legislation before the house.
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I thank everyone in the house for their contributions,
both in the debate and also in their electorates by
raising issues and bringing information to my attention.
Together we have made legislation that not only meets
our state’s current needs and aspirations in the greatest
community enterprise of all — the education and
training of our people, particularly our children — but
will be the foundation of that enterprise well into the
future. I thank my personal staff, who have put in a
fantastic effort. I wish the bill a speedy passage.
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I will limit my contribution, because there is another
bill to be debated. It is unfortunate that time for debate
on this very important bill has been limited and that we
are rushing through this consideration-in-detail stage
because there are another five or six speakers on the
Disability Bill, which is the other major bill. So I will
limit my contribution to saying that clause 1.1.1 goes to
the general problems we have with this bill and the
reasons why we will be opposing it.

Motion agreed to.

Debate adjourned on motion of Mr LANGDON
(Ivanhoe).

Read second time.

Debate adjourned until later this day.

Consideration in detail
Clause 1.1.1
Mr DIXON (Nepean) — I move:
1.

Clause 1.1.1, page 2, lines 12 to 14, omit “and the
regulation of non-Government schools and home
schooling” and insert “and the registration of
non-Government schools”.

This first amendment goes to the crux of our basic
argument for opposing this bill. As the minister said,
no-one has any problems with one registering authority.
However, we have concerns about the make-up of the
authority and the influence it could have. We are asking
that there be representation on it from the
non-government sector. If the minister is able to accept
the amendment, we would be very happy with the
Victorian Registration and Qualifications Authority
(VRQA) and the job it does in demanding the
minimum standards of all schools.
No school, whether it is a government or
non-government school, has any problem with being
accountable and with accepting minimum standards.
But non-government schools have to rely on the
delegation of authority from the VRQA to do that. That
in-between step is the issue that has been raised with
my colleagues and with me by non-government
schools. They want to be accountable, and they will
accept the minimum standards. They just want to be the
ones to review their schools and enforce those
standards, not via the VRQA. I am sure the minister
will have a good range of people on it who will
represent their interests, but this minister may not be
there all the time and the parameters for membership
under this bill are still open, so there is still the
possibility that those schools may not be represented.
Even though that might be seen as something very
small, it says a lot about the recognition of
non-government schools.
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Second reading
Debate resumed from 29 March; motion of
Ms GARBUTT (Minister for Community Services)
and Mrs SHARDEY’s amendment:
That all the words after ‘That’ be omitted with the view of
inserting in their place the words ‘this house refuses to read
this bill a second time until full and proper consultation has
taken place with the disability sector over the impact of the
bill on the disabled’.

and Mr MAUGHAN’s amendment on the
amendment:
That all the words after ‘a second time’ be omitted with the
view of inserting in their place the words ‘for a period of three
months to give disability service providers, non-government
agencies, carers and clients the opportunity to seriously
consider the detail of the bill and its implications and make
their views known to the government’.

Ms BEARD (Kilsyth) — It gives me a great deal of
pleasure to speak on the Disability Bill. This bill repeals
the Intellectually Disabled Persons’ Services Act 1986
and the Disability Services Act 1991, both of which
were enormous achievements of the Cain and Kirner
Labor governments. The bill provides for a fairer and
more coherent approach to the provision of services in
Victoria for people with a disability. It focuses on
supporting the needs and aspirations of people with a
disability while providing the safeguards necessary to
protect their rights. The bill establishes a disability
services commissioner to provide an independent
complaints mechanism for users of disability services.
I thank and congratulate the Minister for Community
Services for the introduction of this bill, the most
significant reform of disability legislation in Victoria in
20 years. I would also like to pay tribute to the
parliamentary secretary, the member for Derrimut.
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The government has engaged in wide consultation,
providing workshops and exposure drafts. I will quote
from the Community Visitors Annual Review 2005,
which credits the Bracks government with consulting
widely in relation to the draft bill. The community
visitors commend the government for making a
significant commitment of funds to improve or replace
some of the worst houses in the state. If we are going to
be a more inclusive society, we need to move towards
achieving the very best outcomes for the disability
sector.
I also pay tribute to the Department of Human Services
workers in the electorate of Kilsyth. I would also like to
mention Scope, the E. W. Tipping Foundation, Melba
Support Services and the local Monkami not-for-profit
organisation providing outreach and residential services
in the electorate of Kilsyth.
The bill reflects a balanced and considered view of the
range of interests and perspectives across the whole
sector. This government is the only one which would
deliver additional rights and services for people with
disabilities, and this is evidenced by the 73 per cent
increase in funding since it came to office. In a way
bills like this define what the Bracks government is
about — protection and improved rights and services
for people with a disability and other groups in the
community who look to government for support. It is
with great pride that I commend the bill to the house.
Mr PERTON (Doncaster) — The Disability Bill is
yet another display of this government’s willingness to
compromise the dignity of the individual in order to
achieve greater bureaucratic control. In the words of the
philosopher Friedrich von Hayek:
A society that does not recognise that each individual has
values of his own which he is entitled to follow can have no
respect for the dignity of the individual and cannot really
know freedom.

It is clear that this bill has been drafted by and for the
Department of Human Services. To support it would be
an insult to the disability sector and to the disabled,
whose needs and rights have been brushed aside to
promote the agenda of the Bracks government. It never
ceases to amaze me that members of the Labor Party,
including the member for Bellarine, convey such
contempt for the simple principles of democracy and
the rights of those with disabilities.
Over the last three months, peak organisations within
the disability sector have expressed their concern about
and dissatisfaction with many aspects of this legislation,
one being the extreme haste with which the government
has attempted to enact it. I find it difficult to believe
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that the government has undertaken any consultation in
the drafting of this bill. One might ask: why all the
haste; why disregard the wishes and concerns of the
disability sector, for which this legislation is intended?
This undemocratic piece of legislation seeks to expand
the power of the Department of Human Services while
decreasing its level of accountability. Under the new
provisions DHS will not only function as a service
provider but also assume the role of regulator and
arbitrator.
Key stakeholders fear the government will determine
not only their funding levels but also their fee levels.
They fear it will be able to intimidate the
non-government organisation (NGO) sector by holding
the whip hand over funding levels. Through controlling
expenditure the government will have the ability to
mandate staffing levels and structures. This will inhibit
development and innovation and restrict the capacity of
service providers to best meet their performance
requirements.
Another fundamental failure of the bill is its inability to
provide a clear and comprehensive administrative
framework for the disability sector. Under this
draconian legislation the senior practitioner responsible
for ensuring the rights of those using disability services
will be subject to the direction and control of the
Department of Human Services. Is there not a blatant
conflict of interest between DHS and the independent
service providers? The Council of Intellectual
Disability Agencies is concerned that certain sections of
the act:
… do not preserve the statutory right of people with
intellectual disabilities to a comprehensive plan which
addresses all major life activity areas.

They further complain that part 4.2 is an attempt to
exempt government accountability and is therefore:
… fundamentally inadequate and unacceptable in its current
form and requires substantial reworking and redrafting.

We are all restricted to 3 minutes to discuss this major
piece of legislation, so I will conclude with a quote
from Hubert Humphrey, an ideological friend, I would
have thought, of the Labor Party:
The moral test of government is how it treats those who are in
the dawn of life … the children; those who are in the twilight
of life … the elderly; and those who are in the shadow of
life … the sick, the needy and the disabled.

This government fails that test.
Mr ANDREWS (Mulgrave) — I am pleased to rise
in support of the Disability Bill and to offer my support
for these arrangements. This is about clear leadership in
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providing a better framework and a better service
system into the future for Victorians with a disability.
I wish to make mention of one element in the bill, the
creation of the disability services commissioner. This
has been long sought by people in the disability sector
in Victoria and is a great step forward. The
commissioner will have broad-ranging powers and will
be an independent means for handling any complaints
about services either provided or funded by disability
services and the Department of Human Services.
Importantly the work of that office will be reported to
Parliament. That is a great step forward, and as a
member of this government I am proud to be associated
with those reforms.
On the issue of consultation, the member for Caulfield
has moved a reasoned amendment claiming that
consultation has not been adequate. That is clearly
wrong. As with most of the arguments advanced by the
member for Caulfield, she is completely and utterly
wrong. There have been three phases of consultation
over three years to comprehensively bring the Victorian
community and the disability sector along with the
government on this important mission to lay a better
foundation for the future. The member for Caulfield has
views on these matters. She is very loud and proud
now, although she said nothing whilst in government
when very savage cuts were made to this sector. Those
were the most savage cuts that have ever been made to
this sector — 10 per cent right off the top in 1992,
doing untold damage to those who need these services
and those who work so very hard to offer these
services.
The member for Caulfield made no submission on this
bill. She had to be offered a briefing. She could not
even be bothered to seek one. She has never asked a
question of the Minister for Community Services on a
disability matter in three and a half years. She did not
make a submission, and she is an absolute bystander
when it comes to these matters. She is a voyeur when it
comes to these matters — an absolute voyeur.
Mr Perton interjected.
Mr ANDREWS — I say to honourable members
through you, Acting Speaker: forgive me if I am not
guided by the views of the member for Caulfield when
it comes to these important matters! I am guided though
by the views of others.
Mr Perton interjected.
Mr ANDREWS — I would like to read into the
record what Julian Gardner, the public advocate in this
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state, had to say about the process that led up to this
bill.
Mr Perton interjected.
The ACTING SPEAKER (Ms Lindell) — Order!
The member for Doncaster cannot simply continue to
interject in a constant stream.
Mr ANDREWS — Rather than listening to the
member for Caulfield and her ill-informed comments
on the process that has led to the introduction of this
important bill, I think it is appropriate to listen to what
the public advocate had to say:
I write to express my concerns about reports of calls to delay
the passage of the Disability Bill. There has already been
extensive consultation and the time has come to act.
The bill represents a significant progressive step in protecting
and promoting the rights of people with a disability. It is
therefore important to proceed as soon as possible so that the
valuable work on implementation can commence with
certainty …
I appreciate that some aspects of the bill will need to be
accompanied by work on practice guidelines and the like. The
need for this work should not delay the legislation: on the
contrary enactment of the bill will mean that the work can be
undertaken.

That is the view of the public advocate. I will take him
every day over the member for Caulfield. I wish the bill
a speedy passage.
Dr SYKES (Benalla) — I rise to speak on the
Disability Bill. People with intellectual disabilities, their
families and their carers are important constituents of
the electorate of Benalla, and I have the greatest respect
and admiration for them. Some of the groups that I
communicate with in relation to disability issues
include Mansfield Adult Autistic Services (MACCRO),
Mansfield Autistic Centre, Central Access Limited,
various support groups, the families and the carers.
They have raised with me a number of concerns — the
key ones being about the process of Clayton’s
consultation. This government will not take the advice
of the practical, experienced people; instead the
government implements prescriptive, impractical
legislation which fails to achieve the objectives which
are generally considered to be reasonable. The Bracks
government will not listen, will not learn and cannot
manage.
Another issue of concern to the local people is the
apparent exclusion of autism from the bill. This is a
major concern. Autism requires early diagnosis and
early intervention. We have programs being generated
by non-government organisations in our area, such as
the Wrap Around Kids program to ensure achievement
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of this essential early intervention. We also must ensure
ongoing adequate support for the autistic services, such
as the Mansfield Autistic Centre, particularly for its
travelling teacher and accommodation programs. We
also have to look after MACCRO and in particular
support the wonderful efforts of Joan Curtis.
Another issue of concern to my constituents is the
failure to address the needs of carers, especially in
terms of respite. Some of these carers have cared for
their disabled children 24 hours a day, seven days a
week and year after year, often with very little respite.
Another major concern amongst our carers is the
special needs of our ageing carers — carers who have
adult intellectually disabled children and who
themselves are approaching the stage of not being able
to care adequately. They wonder what the future holds
for their children when they, the carers, are not able to
look after them.
I also have a major concern with the ineffective
coordination of services. The placement of the onus on
the client to request services can be very stressful and
very inefficient. The service providers should instead be
working together. They should be highlighting to the
clients the services that are available and then working
together to efficiently deliver these services in the best
interests of the client. There is a clear message from the
disability sector: ‘Give us more time. We have
identified problems. We have offered solutions. Let us
help you to achieve what we all want — a fairer deal
for people with intellectual disabilities’. To this end I
support the member for Rodney’s reasoned amendment
to delay further debate on the bill for three months to
take advantage of the disability sector’s offer.
Mr WYNNE (Richmond) — I rise to support the
Disability Bill and commend this major reform package
of the Minister for Community Services, so well
supported by her parliamentary secretary, the member
for Derrimut. There have been three years of
consultation on this bill, including public meetings and
forums. The Liberal Party has been silent — simply not
in the game. This is a major reform package of this
government. As other speakers have pointed out, it goes
to some very fundamental reforms in the disability area.
In the very brief time that I have available I want to
highlight the sorts of support that we have been given
concerning this legislation from key disability groups. I
point particularly to VALID, the Victorian Advocacy
League for Individuals with Disability, and quote from
its letter:
We wish to stress VALID’s strong support for the proposed
legislation, the principles and framework it establishes. In
particular we congratulate the government for the
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establishment of the disability services commissioner and the
office of the senior practitioner.

There is a letter from another group, Leadership Plus,
and its director, Stephen Gianni, who is a good friend:
I am writing to you to commend you on the disability
legislation currently before Parliament. The last reforms of
this magnitude in Victoria for people with disabilities were in
the mid-1980s and the societal context for people with
disabilities has changed considerably.

There is further support from a person who does not
require any introduction to this house, Dr Rhonda
Galbally, AO, from the Disability Advisory Council of
Victoria:
I would like to congratulate the Victorian government on the
introduction of an independent complaints mechanism and
the creation of the disability services commissioner, the
disability services board and a senior practitioner. The
introduction of these new initiatives will ensure that there is
scrutiny of service provision and provide additional protection
for people with a disability with complex medical and
behavioural needs.

On and on the support goes. It includes support from
Lloyd Williams, the state secretary of the Health and
Community Services Union.
This is an excellent piece of legislation, a major reform
package from the Minister for Community Services.
She and her parliamentary secretary ought to be
commended for this excellent work. The bill ought to
be supported wholeheartedly by both sides of the house.
Ms ASHER (Brighton) — I wish to raise a couple
of issues of concern that have been drawn to my
attention by Bayley House, an organisation that
operates in my electorate. Bayley House provides
activities, training, employment, accommodation,
respite services and the like for over 130 adults. Its
principal concern is that the government does not
acknowledge the differing roles of government and
non-government providers. Bayley House has instanced
clause 41(3) as an area of concern, basically claiming
that the bill details how non-government providers
should operate their organisations and that this will
hinder its ability to operate. That is a legitimate claim,
and I hope the government takes it in into account.
An example of the second concern drawn to my
attention by Bayley House is found in clause 132,
which deals with the recording of visits by community
visitors and prescribes 5 penalty units for failing to
meet an administrative requirement. Bayley House
makes the legitimate claim that the bill embodies
extensive bureaucracy in putting up penalties for
administrative practice failure. Bayley House points out
that ensuring service delivery, the safety of clients,
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community inclusion and all those sorts of factors is
way more important than putting penalty units onto
administrative practices.
The concerns raised by Bayley House are legitimate.
Even at this late stage, with the opposition having
expressed grave concern about the way the government
is ramming this bill through the house, I ask the
Minister for Community Services to take into account
those considerations. They are legitimate and
reasonable, and they need to be taken account of.
Ms GREEN (Yan Yean) — It is with great pleasure
that I join the debate on the Disability Bill before the
house. This bill is the culmination of an enormous
amount of consultation and discussion. I want to pay
tribute to both the minister and the parliamentary
secretary, the member for Derrimut, who gave a most
eloquent presentation on the work he has done on this
bill, with consultation extending over three years. It was
one of the most impressive performances I have heard
in my time in this place.
It is interesting that whenever we consult and talk to
people we are criticised by opposition members. They
never did that when they were in government — they
never treated people with respect — and even now they
say not to do it, but we will continue to do it. We are
going to proceed with it, as we should, because the
sector wants us to. People such as Julian Gardiner,
Rhonda Galbally and other respected people in the
sector have made comments, but I will quote David
Craig, the executive officer of Action for Community
Living in Northcote, who said:
We have long been dissatisfied with the current legislative
frameworks and find that our advocacy work with individuals
is constantly frustrated by the weakness of the current
legislation in ensuring accountability of service providers to
their clients, limited or no choice in where and how services
can be delivered, lack of an independent and robust
complaints resolution and arbitration mechanism, and a lack
of commitment at both federal and state government level to
ensure that access to disability support is an entitlement of
Australians with disabilities.
In respect to these concerns about the existing legislation, we
believe that this legislation introduces important and overdue
reforms that are geared to the interests and rights of people
with disabilities. Any delay in implementation of this bill will
defer access to a more robust and effective legislative
foundation that better supports rights and choices of all people
with disabilities. We applaud the government’s initiative in
this area and encourage implementation without delay.

The Victorian Coalition of Acquired Brain Injury
Service Providers has also added its support to this. I
commend the bill to the house.

Thursday, 30 March 2006

Mr KOTSIRAS (Bulleen) — I rise to oppose this
bill. It is a disgrace and a sham by this government. The
government claims to be open and transparent and
claims that it consults, but it has not consulted. It has
not given the key stakeholders enough time to look at
the bill and provide advice. Those who have provided
advice have found that this government has ignored it.
It is a disgrace and a sham, and this government should
be ashamed.
A number of organisations have written asking me to
ask the government to postpone the bill. Unfortunately
this government is not paying attention. It is not
listening, because it wishes to shove it through the
Parliament. The Council of Intellectual Disability
Agencies said:
We would suggest that even the most favourable reading of
the submissions received in response to the exposure draft
does not support the contention that the disability community
wants the bill to go through as quickly as possible. Rather, the
dominant concern is to get right legislation that will affect
people’s lives now and for many years in the future.

Carers Victoria said:
If such delay means that the government’s legislative
program has to be revised in light of such strong views in the
disability sector, then surely this is a small price to pay.

The Equal Opportunity Commission said:
The time frame allowed for public comment about this bill is
inadequate.

The South Gippsland Carers Group said:
The response time to this document highlights the disregard
to family carers.

I urge the government to allow the key stakeholders to
have a say and to take them on board. Government
members can sit there and argue and tell us that they
have been going out to the community and talking to
the key stakeholders, but the reality is that they have
not. Every single one of the organisations that have
written to me is concerned about various aspects of this
bill, and I urge the government not to push this
legislation through the house today.
Ms BUCHANAN (Hastings) — This is one of the
most significant pieces of legislation to come before
this house in this term. I support this bill because its
intent is clear. By facilitating a whole-of-government
and whole-of-community approach it is enabling
people with a disability to actively participate in the life
of every Victorian community. As well as providing a
strong foundation for the provision and regulation of
high-quality support services for people with a
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disability, it strengthens the safeguards and rights of
people accessing these supports.
It is about greater accountability for all those who are
responsible for the provision of quality and expert
service. It is about enshrining the fundamental principle
that all involved should maintain a focus on ability
rather than disability. More importantly, it is about
strengthening the protection of human rights and, as the
minister stated previously, minimising the impact of
disability. It is about respect.
The content of this legislation went through an
extensive community consultative process as part of the
review of the Intellectually Disabled Persons’ Services
Act and the Disability Services Act. One of my first
actions as a newly elected MP was to go to a session in
early 2003 that was attended by more than 100 people,
and later on I attended a session when the draft
exposure document came out. Not once at these forums
did I see a member of the opposition, and that is
exceptionally disappointing.
Others have spoken about the range of reforms, which
include the establishment of a disability services
commissioner, access to services, enhanced service
planning and delivery, and greater tenancy rights for
those in residential care units. I will briefly talk about
residential care units, which are fantastic facilities, and I
wish there were more in the Hastings electorate.
However, when two were actually proposed to be put
up in the electorate an upper house Liberal member in
this Parliament actively campaigned against them. That
member opposed them on every ground, and
10 disabled people in Victoria missed out on homes in
the Langwarrin region of my electorate because of the
fear through ignorance that this upper house MP
perpetuated in the area. The member supported claims
that neighbours would be at risk of these people
jumping fences, raping their children and slashing their
throats. That was disgraceful behaviour, and I wish for
once the opposition would back up its actions and its
words, because that is not what happens.
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They include special accommodation units, sheltered
workshops and day centres for intellectually disabled
adults. One such centre, whilst not in my electorate, has
a president who is one of my constituents — David
Goldsworthy, who is the president of the Onemda
Association. Mr Goldsworthy has written to the
minister as follows:
As president of the Onemda Association, a day centre for
adults with intellectual disability — an organisation which
provides services to some 100 clients — I write to raise my
concerns about aspects of the Disability Bill before the house
and importantly the lack of time given for community
discussion of this important bill. Onemda’s concerns are
expressed in the presentation made to you on 16 March 2006
by CIDA.

In a letter to me Mr Goldsworthy stated:
Clearly there has been little time for public comment and
there are real concerns about access and the shift of
responsibility from the public to the private providers. As you
will be aware, the bill is before the house this week, and it
appears the government is digging in its heels on any
amendments or review of the bill and is also of the view that
it believes there is no general community concern. Quite the
contrary; my committee and carers do have real concern, and
we would appreciate your interest.

Kew Cottages are among the disability agencies in
Boroondara, now the Kew Residential Services site.
The way the government has treated residents there has
been contemptible, and if it were not for the Kew
Cottages Coalition that treatment would have been even
worse. The support of the Boroondara council,
particularly in its current interaction, has helped to
make what is happening there at least relatively
tolerable.
I also mention the Accessible Housing Taskforce and
its discussions and the failure of the government to yet
respond to Victorian Competition and Efficiency
Commission’s commentary and recommendations
about accessibility.

We had to stop these two projects. It was amazing,
because the local Liberal councillor representing the
riding there actually rang me the day afterwards and
wanted to buy the house that would have
accommodated the abandoned project. This bill will not
perpetuate that type of terrible behaviour. It will ensure
that all disabled Victorians are treated with respect,
protection and support. I commend the minister, and I
commend the bill.

Mr LIM (Clayton) — It is with great pleasure that I
rise to speak in favour of this important bill. As Sir
William Deane frequently reminded us, paraphrasing
Mahatma Gandhi, the measure of the greatness of a
nation is the way in which it treats the vulnerable and
the marginalised. I am proud to be a citizen of this great
nation of Australia, which shows enormous compassion
for the sick, the vulnerable and the disabled. But I am
even more proud to be a member of this Bracks Labor
government, which has shown in its every deed that it
cares for and cherishes the rights and dignity of every
citizen of Victoria.

Mr BAILLIEU (Hawthorn) — There are many
disability agencies in Boroondara and in my electorate.

I agree with Sir William Deane that caring for people as
individuals, cherishing and valuing their contributions
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to society, is a true mark of our civilisation. This
civilised attitude is in marked contrast to the policies of
despotic regimes such as Nazi Germany and the former
Soviet Union in which being disabled was discouraged,
to say the least.
This bill has been a long time in gestation. The ideas in
the bill first saw the light of day in 1999, as part of this
government’s community services policy. Following an
extensive consultation process the Victorian State
Disability Plan 2002–2012 was released three years
later. As part of this plan the government announced its
intention to review the legislation for disability in
Victoria. This commitment was reaffirmed in the 2002
Labor election policy, which promised a legislative
framework that included sound and meaningful
principles and objectives, and mechanisms to monitor
services and to protect the rights of people with
disabilities in Victoria.
There has been very considerable public discussion of
the bill in the years since then, and notwithstanding the
views expressed by the opposition and by some in the
community that the legislation is being rushed, I believe
adequate time has been allowed for everyone to have a
say in the bill’s provisions. The bill repeals the current
disability legislation. I commend the bill to the house.
Mr DELAHUNTY (Lowan) — I am thankful for
the time to speak on this very important bill, the
Disability Services Bill. Despite all the government’s
rhetoric and claims that it has widely consulted with
various stakeholders in drafting this bill, disability
service providers and particularly carers who care for
about 8500 Victorians with a disability are telling us a
different story.
I shall quote from a couple of letters I have received
from organisations that provide very important services
in my electorate. These people are very concerned.
Karkana Support Services said:
My primary concern with the new legislation is the additional
workload that service providers will have to endure,
presumably at our cost.

The letter goes on to say:
Another concern is government imposing staffing, financial
and other conditions on service providers.
…
It appears to me that there has been adequate time for
consultation. The problem appears to be that the minister is
not prepared to budge on several key issues.
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Others have mentioned concerns that have also been
expressed by the Council of Intellectual Disability
Agencies in the following terms:
We are also particularly concerned by what appears to be an
inappropriate shifting of responsibility from government onto
non-government disability services in those and other sections
of the bill …

One would not find a bigger organisation than CIDA
dealing with these problems, and it is raising the
concerns that many organisations and people in my
electorate have spoken to me about.
For those reasons I am strongly supporting the
amendment put forward on behalf of The Nationals by
the member for Rodney. I reiterate that many providers
in my area are concerned about the implications of this
bill.
Mr HUDSON (Bentleigh) — It is a great pleasure
to speak in support of this bill, and in this brief time I
will make a couple of comments. The first is that this
bill is a quantum leap forward in terms of policy,
because it basically places disability services in a
framework of rights and not in a framework of
disadvantage and deprivation.
I want to point to a few aspects of the bill. Firstly,
clause 89 requires a disability service provider to
provide a person receiving services with written
information about those services, and that is an
incredibly importantly thing that they are required to
do.
Secondly, the bill provides for an independent disability
services commissioner who will deal with complaints
about the provision of services. A significant feature of
the bill is that any person can make a complaint —
anyone. It can be a person with a disability, a friend, a
relative, a carer or a professional support person. The
commissioner can investigate any aspect of the
provision of services that affects the health and safety,
the welfare or the rights of the person using the
services.
Thirdly, the bill creates a whole regime of rights for
people with a disability living in residential units. I
want to congratulate the minister for this because it
creates a regime which enables a complex and sensitive
balance to be struck between recognising peoples’
rights and the difficulties of providing support services
and the meeting of duty of care requirements that
cannot be achieved under the residential treatment
order. I commend the bill to the house.
Mr PLOWMAN (Benambra) — I, like everyone
else in this house, have been bombarded by concerns
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from various agencies. In my own electorate the
Murray Valley Centre will be severely disadvantaged
by this bill. The decision to transfer the assessment to
the non-profit private providers is a clearly a case of
cost-shifting away from the government. More
importantly it is a case of responsibility shifting. It will
make it more difficult for these providers and it will
limit the service that they can provide.
A point that I want to get on record comes from the
submission of the Council of Intellectual Disability
Agencies which states that section 69 of the current act
provides that:
No civil or criminal proceedings lies against any person for
anything done in good faith and with reasonable care in
reliance on any authority or document apparently given or
made in accordance with the requirements of this Act.

There is no similar provision in the draft bill. This
means that there is an extraordinary responsibility now
placed on those non-profit private providers that all
members have in their electorates. I oppose the bill on
the basis of haste and the fact that there are issues like
this which need to be resolved.
Ms GARBUTT (Minister for Community
Services) — I want to thank my parliamentary
secretary, the member for Derrimut, my adviser, Ian
Parsons, and Arthur Rogers, the executive director, and
the reference group.
Business interrupted pursuant to standing orders.
The SPEAKER — Order! The time set down for
consideration of items on the government business
program has arrived, and I am required to put the
following questions. The minister has moved that the
bill be now read a second time; to this motion the
honourable member for Caulfield has moved a
reasoned amendment to omit all the words after ‘that’
with the view of inserting in their place the words
which are listed on the notice paper; and the honourable
member for Rodney has moved an amendment to the
reasoned amendment proposing that all the words after
‘a second time’ be omitted with the view of inserting in
their place the words which are also listed on the notice
paper. I will firstly put the question in relation to the
member for Rodney’s amendment to the reasoned
amendment. The question is:
That the words proposed to be omitted from the amendment
stand part of the question.

House divided on Mr Maughan’s amendment
(members in favour vote no):
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Ayes, 58
Allan, Ms
Andrews, Mr
Barker, Ms
Batchelor, Mr
Beard, Ms
Beattie, Ms
Bracks, Mr
Buchanan, Ms
Cameron, Mr
Campbell, Ms
Carli, Mr
Crutchfield, Mr
D’Ambrosio, Ms
Delahunty, Ms
Donnellan, Mr
Duncan, Ms
Eckstein, Ms
Garbutt, Ms
Green, Ms
Haermeyer, Mr
Hardman, Mr
Harkness, Dr
Herbert, Mr
Howard, Mr
Hudson, Mr
Hulls, Mr
Ingram, Mr
Jenkins, Mr
Kosky, Ms

Langdon, Mr
Languiller, Mr
Leighton, Mr
Lim, Mr
Lindell, Ms
Lobato, Ms
Lockwood, Mr
Loney, Mr
McTaggart, Ms
Marshall, Ms
Maxfield, Mr
Merlino, Mr
Mildenhall, Mr
Morand, Ms
Munt, Ms
Nardella, Mr
Neville, Ms
Overington, Ms
Pandazopoulos, Mr
Perera, Mr
Pike, Ms
Robinson, Mr
Savage, Mr
Seitz, Mr
Stensholt, Mr
Thwaites, Mr
Trezise, Mr
Wilson, Mr
Wynne, Mr

Noes, 24
Asher, Ms
Baillieu, Mr
Clark, Mr
Cooper, Mr
Delahunty, Mr
Dixon, Mr
Doyle, Mr
Honeywood, Mr
Jasper, Mr
Kotsiras, Mr
McIntosh, Mr
Maughan, Mr

Mulder, Mr
Napthine, Dr
Perton, Mr
Plowman, Mr
Powell, Mrs
Ryan, Mr
Shardey, Mrs
Smith, Mr
Sykes, Dr
Thompson, Mr
Walsh, Mr
Wells, Mr

Mr Maughan’s amendment defeated.
The SPEAKER — Order! I will now put the
question in relation to the reasoned amendment. The
question is:
That the words proposed to be omitted stand part of the
question.

House divided on omission (members in favour vote
no):
Ayes, 56
Allan, Ms
Andrews, Mr
Barker, Ms
Batchelor, Mr
Beard, Ms
Beattie, Ms
Bracks, Mr

Langdon, Mr
Languiller, Mr
Leighton, Mr
Lim, Mr
Lindell, Ms
Lobato, Ms
Lockwood, Mr
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Buchanan, Ms
Cameron, Mr
Campbell, Ms
Carli, Mr
Crutchfield, Mr
D’Ambrosio, Ms
Delahunty, Ms
Donnellan, Mr
Duncan, Ms
Eckstein, Ms
Garbutt, Ms
Green, Ms
Haermeyer, Mr
Hardman, Mr
Harkness, Dr
Herbert, Mr
Howard, Mr
Hudson, Mr
Hulls, Mr
Jenkins, Mr
Kosky, Ms

Loney, Mr
McTaggart, Ms
Marshall, Ms
Maxfield, Mr
Merlino, Mr
Mildenhall, Mr
Morand, Ms
Munt, Ms
Nardella, Mr
Neville, Ms
Overington, Ms
Pandazopoulos, Mr
Perera, Mr
Pike, Ms
Robinson, Mr
Seitz, Mr
Stensholt, Mr
Thwaites, Mr
Trezise, Mr
Wilson, Mr
Wynne, Mr

Noes, 26
Asher, Ms
Baillieu, Mr
Clark, Mr
Cooper, Mr
Delahunty, Mr
Dixon, Mr
Doyle, Mr
Honeywood, Mr
Ingram, Mr
Jasper, Mr
Kotsiras, Mr
McIntosh, Mr
Maughan, Mr

Mulder, Mr
Napthine, Dr
Perton, Mr
Plowman, Mr
Powell, Mrs
Ryan, Mr
Savage, Mr
Shardey, Mrs
Smith, Mr
Sykes, Dr
Thompson, Mr
Walsh, Mr
Wells, Mr

Amendment defeated.
Motion agreed to.
Read second time.
Remaining stages
Passed remaining stages.

DRUGS, POISONS AND CONTROLLED
SUBSTANCES (VOLATILE SUBSTANCES)
(EXTENSION OF PROVISIONS) BILL
Second reading
Debate resumed from 28 March; motion of
Ms PIKE (Minister for Health).
The SPEAKER — Order! The question is:
That this bill be now read a second time and a third time.

Question agreed to.
Read second time.
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Remaining stages
Passed remaining stages.

PUBLIC SECTOR EMPLOYMENT
(AWARD ENTITLEMENTS) BILL
Second reading
Debate resumed from earlier this day; motion of
Mr HULLS (Minister for Industrial Relations).
The SPEAKER — Order! The question is:
That this bill be now read a second time and a third time.

House divided on question:
Ayes, 65
Allan, Ms
Andrews, Mr
Barker, Ms
Batchelor, Mr
Beard, Ms
Beattie, Ms
Bracks, Mr
Buchanan, Ms
Cameron, Mr
Campbell, Ms
Carli, Mr
Crutchfield, Mr
D’Ambrosio, Ms
Delahunty, Mr
Delahunty, Ms
Donnellan, Mr
Duncan, Ms
Eckstein, Ms
Garbutt, Ms
Green, Ms
Haermeyer, Mr
Hardman, Mr
Harkness, Dr
Herbert, Mr
Howard, Mr
Hudson, Mr
Hulls, Mr
Ingram, Mr
Jasper, Mr
Jenkins, Mr
Kosky, Ms
Langdon, Mr
Languiller, Mr

Leighton, Mr
Lim, Mr
Lindell, Ms
Lobato, Ms
Lockwood, Mr
Loney, Mr
McTaggart, Ms
Marshall, Ms
Maughan, Mr
Maxfield, Mr
Merlino, Mr
Mildenhall, Mr
Morand, Ms
Munt, Ms
Nardella, Mr
Neville, Ms
Overington, Ms
Pandazopoulos, Mr
Perera, Mr
Pike, Ms
Powell, Mrs
Robinson, Mr
Ryan, Mr
Savage, Mr
Seitz, Mr
Stensholt, Mr
Sykes, Dr
Thwaites, Mr
Trezise, Mr
Walsh, Mr
Wilson, Mr
Wynne, Mr

Noes, 17
Asher, Ms
Baillieu, Mr
Clark, Mr
Cooper, Mr
Dixon, Mr
Doyle, Mr
Honeywood, Mr

Mulder, Mr
Napthine, Dr
Perton, Mr
Plowman, Mr
Shardey, Mrs
Smith, Mr
Thompson, Mr
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Wells, Mr

Question agreed to.
Read second time.
Remaining stages
Passed remaining stages.

EDUCATION AND TRAINING REFORM
BILL
Consideration in detail
Debate resumed from earlier this day; further
discussion of clause 1.1.1 and Mr DIXON’s
amendment:
1.

Clause 1.1.1, page 2, lines 12 to 14, omit “and the
regulation of non-Government schools and home
schooling” and insert “and the registration of
non-Government schools”.

The SPEAKER — Order! The question is:
That the words proposed to be omitted stand part of the
clause.

House divided on omission (members in favour vote
no):
Ayes, 56
Allan, Ms
Andrews, Mr
Barker, Ms
Batchelor, Mr
Beard, Ms
Beattie, Ms
Bracks, Mr
Buchanan, Ms
Cameron, Mr
Campbell, Ms
Carli, Mr
Crutchfield, Mr
D’Ambrosio, Ms
Delahunty, Ms
Donnellan, Mr
Duncan, Ms
Eckstein, Ms
Garbutt, Ms
Green, Ms
Haermeyer, Mr
Hardman, Mr
Harkness, Dr
Herbert, Mr
Howard, Mr
Hudson, Mr
Hulls, Mr
Jenkins, Mr
Kosky, Ms

Langdon, Mr
Languiller, Mr
Leighton, Mr
Lim, Mr
Lindell, Ms
Lobato, Ms
Lockwood, Mr
Loney, Mr
McTaggart, Ms
Marshall, Ms
Maxfield, Mr
Merlino, Mr
Mildenhall, Mr
Morand, Ms
Munt, Ms
Nardella, Mr
Neville, Ms
Overington, Ms
Pandazopoulos, Mr
Perera, Mr
Pike, Ms
Robinson, Mr
Seitz, Mr
Stensholt, Mr
Thwaites, Mr
Trezise, Mr
Wilson, Mr
Wynne, Mr
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Noes, 26
Asher, Ms
Baillieu, Mr
Clark, Mr
Cooper, Mr
Delahunty, Mr
Dixon, Mr
Doyle, Mr
Honeywood, Mr
Ingram, Mr
Jasper, Mr
Kotsiras, Mr
McIntosh, Mr
Maughan, Mr

Mulder, Mr
Napthine, Dr
Perton, Mr
Plowman, Mr
Powell, Mrs
Ryan, Mr
Savage, Mr
Shardey, Mrs
Smith, Mr
Sykes, Dr
Thompson, Mr
Walsh, Mr
Wells, Mr

Amendment defeated.
The SPEAKER — Order! The question is:
That clauses 1.1.1 to 6.1.3 inclusive and schedules 1 to 8
inclusive be agreed to and that the bill be agreed to without
amendment.

House divided on question:
Ayes, 58
Allan, Ms
Andrews, Mr
Barker, Ms
Batchelor, Mr
Beard, Ms
Beattie, Ms
Bracks, Mr
Buchanan, Ms
Cameron, Mr
Campbell, Ms
Carli, Mr
Crutchfield, Mr
D’Ambrosio, Ms
Delahunty, Ms
Donnellan, Mr
Duncan, Ms
Eckstein, Ms
Garbutt, Ms
Green, Ms
Haermeyer, Mr
Hardman, Mr
Harkness, Dr
Herbert, Mr
Howard, Mr
Hudson, Mr
Hulls, Mr
Ingram, Mr
Jenkins, Mr
Kosky, Ms

Langdon, Mr
Languiller, Mr
Leighton, Mr
Lim, Mr
Lindell, Ms
Lobato, Ms
Lockwood, Mr
Loney, Mr
McTaggart, Ms
Marshall, Ms
Maxfield, Mr
Merlino, Mr
Mildenhall, Mr
Morand, Ms
Munt, Ms
Nardella, Mr
Neville, Ms
Overington, Ms
Pandazopoulos, Mr
Perera, Mr
Pike, Ms
Robinson, Mr
Savage, Mr
Seitz, Mr
Stensholt, Mr
Thwaites, Mr
Trezise, Mr
Wilson, Mr
Wynne, Mr

Noes, 24
Asher, Ms
Baillieu, Mr
Clark, Mr
Cooper, Mr
Delahunty, Mr
Dixon, Mr
Doyle, Mr
Honeywood, Mr

Mulder, Mr
Napthine, Dr
Perton, Mr
Plowman, Mr
Powell, Mrs
Ryan, Mr
Shardey, Mrs
Smith, Mr
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Jasper, Mr
Kotsiras, Mr
McIntosh, Mr
Maughan, Mr
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Sykes, Dr
Thompson, Mr
Walsh, Mr
Wells, Mr

Question agreed to.
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Honeywood, Mr
Jasper, Mr
Kotsiras, Mr
McIntosh, Mr
Maughan, Mr

Smith, Mr
Sykes, Dr
Thompson, Mr
Walsh, Mr
Wells, Mr

Question agreed to by absolute majority.

Bill agreed to without amendment.
Third reading
The SPEAKER — Order! As the required
statement of intention has been made under
section 85(5)(c) of the Constitution Act 1975, the third
reading of the bill is required to be passed by an
absolute majority. The question is:
That this bill be now read a third time.

Bells rung.

Read third time.
Remaining stages
Passed remaining stages.

JUSTICE LEGISLATION
(MISCELLANEOUS AMENDMENTS) BILL
Council’s amendments

Members having assembled in chamber:

Returned from Council with message relating to
amendments.

House divided on question:

Ordered to be considered next day.

Ayes, 58
Allan, Ms
Andrews, Mr
Barker, Ms
Batchelor, Mr
Beard, Ms
Beattie, Ms
Bracks, Mr
Buchanan, Ms
Cameron, Mr
Campbell, Ms
Carli, Mr
Crutchfield, Mr
D’Ambrosio, Ms
Delahunty, Ms
Donnellan, Mr
Duncan, Ms
Eckstein, Ms
Garbutt, Ms
Green, Ms
Haermeyer, Mr
Hardman, Mr
Harkness, Dr
Herbert, Mr
Howard, Mr
Hudson, Mr
Hulls, Mr
Ingram, Mr
Jenkins, Mr
Kosky, Ms

Langdon, Mr
Languiller, Mr
Leighton, Mr
Lim, Mr
Lindell, Ms
Lobato, Ms
Lockwood, Mr
Loney, Mr
McTaggart, Ms
Marshall, Ms
Maxfield, Mr
Merlino, Mr
Mildenhall, Mr
Morand, Ms
Munt, Ms
Nardella, Mr
Neville, Ms
Overington, Ms
Pandazopoulos, Mr
Perera, Mr
Pike, Ms
Robinson, Mr
Savage, Mr
Seitz, Mr
Stensholt, Mr
Thwaites, Mr
Trezise, Mr
Wilson, Mr
Wynne, Mr

Noes, 24
Asher, Ms
Baillieu, Mr
Clark, Mr
Cooper, Mr
Delahunty, Mr
Dixon, Mr
Doyle, Mr

Mulder, Mr
Napthine, Dr
Perton, Mr
Plowman, Mr
Powell, Mrs
Ryan, Mr
Shardey, Mrs

COMMONWEALTH GAMES:
ACHIEVEMENTS
Debate resumed from 29 March; motion of
Mr BRACKS (Premier):
That this house congratulates all those involved in making the
2006 Melbourne Commonwealth Games the most successful
Commonwealth Games ever held and a credit to all the
people of Victoria, and specifically congratulates:
(1) the games volunteers, whose dedication ensured
the smooth running of all events and who put a
charming and helpful face on Victoria;
(2) the hardworking staff from organisations including
the organising committee, M2006, the Office of
Commonwealth Games Coordination within the
Department for Victorian Communities, Victoria
Police and transport operators, who were the
backbone of the games;
(3) the 4500 athletes from across the commonwealth,
who brought so much entertainment and joy
through their courageous and inspiring efforts;
(4) all those involved in the Commonwealth Games
cultural program, Festival Melbourne 2006, who
provided another element to the games, making it a
truly unique festival; and
(5) all the people of Victoria, who through their
unparalleled support and enthusiasm once again
showed to the world that Melbourne is simply the
best.

Mr HOWARD (Ballarat East) — As did other
members of this house, I, along with my whole family
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could not help but get caught up in the excitement of our
Commonwealth Games. Across the whole Ballarat East
electorate we had a great range of lead-up events
sponsored by the Bracks government in all municipalities.
I was pleased to visit all 40 schools in my electorate to
provide Commonwealth Games flags and to involve
students in a Commonwealth Games competition which I
prepared.

It was a great event all round. I congratulate the state
government and all those involved in organising the
volunteers, who were so important. What a great spirit
we developed over the time of the Commonwealth
Games! I hope we can work to ensure that that great
sense of community enjoyment and positive
community spirit can be continued for some time to
come.

But until the games actually began we did not realise
how exciting and infectious they could be. In Ballarat
not only did we host two days of basketball, but we
hosted one of the regional live sites. As well as
watching the large screen showing the sporting events
as they took place, those who attended were able to
enjoy a wide range of free but very good entertainment.
I was not able to attend the Killing Heidi concert,
because I took my family to the Melbourne Cricket
Ground (MCG) to attend the athletics on that day, and
we thoroughly enjoyed that occasion.

Dr NAPTHINE (South-West Coast) — I join with
other members in congratulating everybody involved in
the Commonwealth Games held in Victoria recently.
They have been a great success, and I would like to
pass on my special congratulations to Ron Walker and
his committee. I think Ron Walker has once again
demonstrated his ability to lead and to deliver excellent
major events for Victoria. The grand prix coming up
this weekend is probably getting towards the end of
Ron’s contribution in this area, and I want to place on
the record the enormous contribution Ron Walker has
made to Melbourne and Victoria over many decades
through his involvement in many major events. He has
been an absolutely outstanding Victorian, and he
deserves our praise and congratulations.

I did, however, attend the Ballarat live site to see the
University of Ballarat drama students perform Taps
Does Bollywood and to see the Indian dance group
which was a feature ahead of the closing ceremony. I
also went on other occasions to see African dance
troupes and many Ballarat performers entertain the
crowd that was there. As a family we were able to
enjoy a very euphoric night as we watched the opening
ceremony from the banks of the Yarra River, along
with thousands and thousands of others. We went back
to catch that great sound and light show, featuring the
now-famous fish, on several occasions after that.
Of course we were able to enjoy many other events of
the cultural festival, along with the thousands and
thousands of others who thronged along the Yarra
banks and other parts of the city over the time of the
Commonwealth Games. A great feature of the games
which I was so impressed by was the many free events
that were going on around the city of Melbourne, as
was the case with the regions, which so many other
Victorians and visitors to this state could enjoy.
I was able to catch some of the sporting events, as I
said, at one time attending the MCG and at other times
watching events on the screens live and on TV. I was
extremely excited to watch so many of those events,
particularly those involving our Victorian performers,
and particularly those from our region, including
Shayne Reese, Jared Tallent, Kathryn Mitchell, Victoria
Mitchell, Stuart Brehaut, Ashley Brehaut, Kellie Lucas,
Shane Nankervis, Erin Carroll, Shane Kelly and even
Russell Mark.

I would like to congratulate John Harnden and the team
at Melbourne 2006. I congratulate Jeff Kennett, who
along with Ron Walker helped get the games for
Melbourne. I would also like to congratulate the current
government for the way in which it conducted the
games. I recognise and congratulate the City of
Melbourne on the positive role it played, because
Melbourne was the host city for the games. It did an
excellent job, and I think the community has recognised
Lord Mayor John So for his leadership of the City of
Melbourne.
I would like to also pass on my congratulations to the
15 000 volunteers. I think the volunteers did an
outstanding job, and they certainly made the events run
smoothly and ensured everybody had a very good time.
When people had to line up, had to wait or had to be
directed somewhere, the volunteers did it all with a
sense of humour, a sense of purpose and a real love for
Victoria and the job they were doing. I particularly
acknowledge and recognise the volunteers from
country Victoria, because they spent their own time and
money travelling to and from training and rehearsal
programs. Their contribution was outstanding,
particularly those from my electorate of South-West
Coast. I know there were many, many volunteers from
south-west Victoria who were part of that magic aqua
army of volunteers, and I would like to pass on to them
my thanks and the thanks of the whole community.
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Congratulations go to the athletes, who put on a such a
great show. All the athletes who participated did their
level best, whether they were medal winners,
place-getters or finalists. But all of them, from whatever
country or whatever part of Australia they were from,
did an excellent job and put on an outstanding
performance. I would particularly like to acknowledge
Tayliah Zimmer, who was a finalist in the women’s
backstroke for 200 metres, 100 metres and 50 metres, in
which she finished third, gaining a bronze medal, which
is an outstanding achievement. Tayliah is from Koroit
in my electorate, and this was her first major games. I
am sure that will stand her in great stead as she
develops further. I am sure she will be a leading part of
the Australian swimming team in Beijing in 2008.
I would also like to congratulate those involved in the
Queen’s baton relay. The relay came through my
electorate in early March and spent a great night in
Warrnambool. There was an outstanding group of
speakers who welcomed the Queen’s baton to
Warrnambool, and then everybody had a great time the
next day in Port Fairy and Portland before the relay left
the electorate. But all those involved in organising it at
the local level did a great job, and members of the
community came out in their droves. I think it goes to
show how much the community got behind the
Queen’s baton relay and the games events themselves.
Finally I want to mention the fish. I thought they were
outstanding, and I want to strongly advocate for some
of them to be made available to municipalities in
south-west Victoria. When the fish were first offered by
the Lord Mayor, John So, I contacted my local
councils, the Glenelg Shire Council, the Moyne Shire
Council and the Warrnambool City Council, and urged
them to put their hands up to volunteer their areas to be
homes for some of them. I think all the fish are
outstanding, so there is plenty of opportunity for any of
them to come to our south-west coast.
However, I was disappointed to read in today’s Herald
Sun that Premier Bracks has now said that Victorian
councils will have to pay for the fish. That is an insult
to Victorian municipalities. These fish have already
been paid for in the organisation of the games through
our taxes. Surely the Premier of Victoria can be
gracious enough and generous enough to provide the
fish to councils throughout regional and rural Victoria
and pay for their transport and setting up in their new
locations. I urge the Premier to step back from his
comments that there will be a charge for the fish. As I
said, I think that is an insult to the people of country
Victoria, who have done so much to contribute to a
great games, and would leave a sour taste in the mouth.
Therefore, in conclusion I urge that the fish be allocated
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across Victoria, particularly to regional and rural
councils, which can put them to great use as tourist
attractions and a great reminder of the Victorian
Melbourne 2006 Commonwealth Games, which were
an outstanding success.
Mr CRUTCHFIELD (South Barwon) — I will
keep my remarks brief, because I realise there is a host
of members wanting to speak on this motion. I want to
focus on Geelong, which had six athletes in the games:
Craig Mottram, in the 5000 metres and the
1500 metres; Neil Mottram, in the men’s basketball;
Nathan Deakes, in the 20-kilometre and the
50-kilometre walk; Louis Rowan, who also ran in the
5000 metres; Alex Harris, in the EAD swimming; and
Natalia Rahman, who comes from Winchelsea but
whom we will claim as our own seeing as she won a
gold medal in the skeet shooting.
Geelong athletes managed to accumulate four gold
medals and one silver, but they are not the criteria that
we judge the Commonwealth Games on. It is not
necessarily about the medals but about participation.
Certainly I have seen a list of volunteers from the
Geelong region, and the number was in the thousands.
They certainly responded in kind in terms of pursuing
the Commonwealth Games organising committee with
offers of their voluntary labour, whether as volunteers
or as officials.
I want to make special mention of two volunteers from
my electorate, Barry and Glenys Cashmore, who are
strong community contributors and who were part of
the volunteer crowd at the arena when the Australian
women played in Geelong, which was very well
received. We had the Premier, Minister Madden and
Minister Bachelor there on that particular occasion,
along with Karak, the mascot. Everyone seemed to
enjoy that small part of the Commonwealth Games
there in Geelong.
I also pay my respects to the municipalities of Surf
Coast and Geelong for their participation in the baton
relay. In addition the live site at the waterfront in
Geelong was embraced wholeheartedly not just by
Geelong and the region but by overseas and interstate
visitors who were enjoying the lovely vista and weather
on the Geelong foreshore. That was also the site for
Harmony Day, which many of us would have attended.
It was in front of the live site, along with a citizenship
ceremony. The games encompassed that cultural aspect
as well, and Geelong certainly played its role.
In conclusion I acknowledge Lee Troop, who did the
commentary for the athletics for Channel 9 and also
wrote for the Geelong Advertiser, which did a
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first-class job with its presentation of the
Commonwealth Games. I congratulate the newspaper,
and Lee Troop in particular. Lee had an injury-plagued
lead-up to the games and unfortunately could not
compete, but he will be back with a vengeance. I am
sure he will represent Australia in the very near future.
Mr WELLS (Scoresby) — There is no doubt that
the Commonwealth Games were an outstanding
success. It is time to put on the record the outstanding
work that the previous Premier, Jeff Kennett,
contributed to the holding of the games. I thought the
Bracks government would have at least had some role
for him in the Commonwealth Games so that he was
acknowledged in some way. I also put on the record the
work that Ron Walker did. He had an outstanding
committee around him and worked very hard. Once he
was put in charge of the committee, we knew the games
would be successful.
The police, the emergency services, the private security
organisations and the volunteers worked so well
together. There was a great rapport among all those
groups. They created a pleasant atmosphere for those
attending any sporting event or even just walking
around the city.
Before the games I met Kelly Stubbins. Kelly is a
former student of Rowville Secondary College in my
electorate. I visited the school on the day on which she
was inducted into the school’s hall of fame, and we had
a great chat. She is at university studying science. She
said she had no idea how she would perform at the
games, but she was part of the successful women’s
4 x 200 metres freestyle relay team. When you see
athletes standing up on the dais getting their gold
medals you forget the amount of training — hours and
hours every day — they have to do, as well as watching
what they eat and trying to squeeze in a university
course, and then there is the commitment of their
parents, who take them to and from training. Athletes
put in an enormous amount of effort, and the accolades
they receive from the public are well deserved.
I visited the opening ceremony festivities. I was down
at the Yarra with my family, and we followed the baton
along. It was really impressive. We went to the
weight-lifting, the boxing, the athletics and the closing
ceremony. After travelling around the city and seeing
the number of people out and about spending money, I
have no doubt it was good for the economy.
The only criticism I have relates to a certain amount of
frustration felt by people who are not Australian.
Someone in my family has close connections to South
Africa. If, for example, an Australian won the bronze,
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an Australian won the silver and a South African won
the gold medal, the cameras would cut away and you
would never hear the South African national anthem,
which caused a bit of frustration in my household. But
it was otherwise great. I do not know how many times
we heard the Australian national anthem. I thought it
was tremendous, but it was pointed out to me by the
person who lives in my household that they did not hear
any other national anthem. They said they only heard
an anthem if Australia won.
The Commonwealth Games established Melbourne as
the sporting capital of the world. We have the grand
prix for cars and bikes, we have outstanding football
and we have the Australian Open. It is a great credit to
all those who put in so much hard work, especially the
volunteers, the police and emergency services and Ron
Walker’s committee. It was a job well done.
Mr JENKINS (Morwell) — I appreciate the
opportunity to make a contribution to the debate on this
motion about what we know in Morwell as the Latrobe
Valley 2006 Commonwealth Games. In the Latrobe
Valley we have been living the moment for the last
three and a bit years — it has been a long moment!—
ever since the Bracks government promise to make a
significant contribution of $500 000 towards staging
rounds of the Commonwealth Games basketball in
Traralgon. It was a fantastic initiative to take the
Commonwealth Games to regional Victoria.
I personally thank the Minister for Commonwealth
Games in the other place, Justin Madden, and his
staff — particularly Nataly Kucan — for their hard
work in making sure that project came to fruition. They
continued to work in the face of unforeseen
circumstances, that being a requirement for a greater
investment than expected. The Latrobe City Council,
the state government and, importantly, the user groups
from the Traralgon sporting stadium collectively came
up with about $2 million to make sure we had a
world-class stadium in which to host the
Commonwealth Games basketball.
That basketball was extraordinary. I will admit I am
normally not a great fan of basketball, for reasons that
will become obvious to some, but when my wife got
the opportunity to watch Barbados play England she
apparently had new thoughts about basketball too and
wanted to go along. We saw that great event. It was
wonderful to watch the Australian women’s basketball
team — the best women’s basketball team in the
world — play India. India had a young team that got a
lot of support. We were a parochial crowd, but when
we saw how hard the young Indian women were trying
we supported them. That was a great outcome.

COMMONWEALTH GAMES: ACHIEVEMENTS
788

ASSEMBLY

Latrobe City Council also partnered Malta as our
second nation. There is a fantastic history of Maltese
involvement in the Latrobe Valley. Just to carry that
through to the nth degree, I really have to congratulate
one of my constituents, a resident of Morwell, Rebecca
Madison, who has dual Maltese and Australian
citizenship. She won for Malta the silver medal in
shooting at the Commonwealth Games. That is taking
adopting a second nation to a new level. It was a
fantastic effort and is the sort of thing you find Latrobe
Valley people doing every time we get a chance.
The live site was wonderful, with Latrobe Space and
Place and Killing Heidi. It was wonderful to see there
the Minister for Employment and Youth Affairs, who is
at the table, and I thank her very much for doing what
she did to organise those acts that some of the young
people could appreciate — very loud music, some of it.
Again on the Maltese theme, the last act at the live site
was Joe Camilleri. It was wonderful to have him
finishing off.
Ms Allan — A bit more your style.
Mr JENKINS — I could listen to that. It was old
people’s music. Of course we also had the Queen’s
baton. We have been living the moment in the Latrobe
Valley for three years, and we do not ever want it to
stop. I just got news from my daughter that they have
changed the names of their houses at her primary
school. Instead of blue, yellow green and red —
whatever they are — they will be Freeman, Landy,
Perkins and Fraser. We are still living the moment, and
we will for a long time to come.
Ms ASHER (Brighton) — I also wish to contribute
to the debate on this motion on the Commonwealth
Games. I particularly want to make mention of the
games volunteers. We all acknowledge that they did a
sterling job, and I want to make the additional point that
there are also other volunteers who should be
acknowledged in the course of this motion — for
example, regular tourism volunteers, people who work
at the visitor information centre. Those volunteers
worked additional hours throughout the course of the
Commonwealth Games, and they too should be
acknowledged by all of us in this place.
I would also like to thank the staff of the organising
committee and a range of other people. I particularly
want to mention John Harnden, who worked closely
with me when I was a minister. He is an outstanding
individual, terrific at running major events, and he did
an excellent job and should be commended. I obviously
want to congratulate the 4500 athletes. I do not want to
go through every individual event that gave a great
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degree of pleasure but to acknowledge their
contribution, both the winners and losers. Likewise
there were a range of additional programs, and the
government should be commended for having
successfully organised all of those.
There is one man I particularly want to thank, and that
of course is the man who secured the Commonwealth
Games for Melbourne. I would like to acknowledge the
fabulous work of the Honourable Jeffrey Kennett,
former Premier of Victoria. It was a pleasure to be
involved in the cabinet subcommittee, at his direction,
which secured these games — an outstanding man, an
outstanding individual, an outstanding former Premier.
He actually knew what could get this state ticking. I
also want to mention Ron Walker, who has continued
his major events role. Originally appointed by the
Honourable Joan Kirner, a previous Premier, he
continued working under the Kennett administration
and has offered to assist this government with its major
projects. He should also be commended for the role he
has played.
Melbourne will benefit from wonderful facilities that
came about as a consequence of the games, but I do
wish to make the point — and you would expect me to
make the point — that these facilities were all either
late or over budget or will cost Victorian taxpayers too
much more. For example, $77 million should have been
saved on the Melbourne Cricket Ground, and there will
be a case for compensation. Likewise the sports and
aquatic centre was $10 million over budget, all for a
gum tree. Of course it would be churlish of me to
concentrate on that; I simply want to support the motion
before the house.
Mr ANDREWS (Mulgrave) — I too want to add
very briefly to the comments of many other honourable
members in congratulating all those involved in the
running of the Melbourne 2006 Commonwealth
Games. The games were the best ever, and that is in no
small way due to the hard work, dedication and real
vision of so many people. Special tribute should be paid
to the organising committee and all the staff at M2006;
Justin Madden, the Minister for Commonwealth Games
in the other place, who did a great job, together with his
cabinet colleagues, who worked hard to deliver a
wonderful exhibition of sport and culture; the
volunteers, those 15 000 people who gave up their time
and did such a wonderful job to put the best possible
face on Melbourne; the Victoria Police; transport
workers; many public servants; and others who were
involved in providing excellent service to all who came,
both people who live here and attended the games and
those who came from overseas, and the athletes and
officials.
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I pay special tribute to those involved in the
competition and in organising events for elite athletes
with disabilities. It was a wonderful feature of these
games that those events were embedded in the broader
program and counted towards the medal tally. As we
have just finished debate on the Disability Bill, it is
important to note that. All those listed and many more
contributed to a remarkable sporting and cultural
program that will be of lasting benefit, especially — as
the member for Brighton just mentioned — in terms of
the physical infrastructure that we all as Victorians will
be able to benefit from for many years to come.
Finally, at the risk of singling out one athlete, I want to
congratulate Mulgrave local Travis Brooks, a member
of the gold medal men’s hockey team. In conclusion the
Mulgrave community, through the fine facilities at
Mulgrave Country Club in my electorate, hosted the
English lawn bowls team in the lead-up to the games.
All at Mulgrave Country Club should be very proud of
their fine facilities and the very generous hospitality
they extended to the English team. Again, well done to
all concerned in running the games that were simply the
best.
Dr HARKNESS (Frankston) — Games fever well
and truly hit Frankston and was no doubt helped by the
significant funding provided to assist the area to
celebrate the 18th Commonwealth Games. Frankston
certainly seized the chance to use the games as a way of
bringing people together, discovering other cultures and
strengthening local identity. Frankston City Council
should be commended on its efforts. It formed a local
organising committee to pull together all the various
ideas on how we were to celebrate the games, and this
team approach continued as the ideas were then put into
practice.
Schools, community groups, sports clubs and
businesses all had a role to play in bringing these
activities to life. The Commonwealth Games have been
the biggest event ever held in the state, and among
many other benefits they provided local students with a
great learning opportunity. I know local primary school
students had lots of fun and benefited from the unique
learning opportunity that comes from a
once-in-a-schooling-lifetime opportunity such as the
Commonwealth Games when they came to Melbourne.
Victoria successfully hosted the biggest event in its
history with athletes from 71 nations competing. As
other speakers have mentioned, this has been a unique
opportunity to further improve our infrastructure. Those
improvements are going to have lasting benefits,
particularly at places such as the Melbourne Cricket
Ground, the Melbourne Sports and Aquatic Centre and
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the State Netball Hockey Centre. The new pedestrian
bridge linking the MCG with the heart of the city has
given us a legacy that will last for a long time.
There were 253 Frankston residents selected as
Melbourne 2006 Commonwealth Games volunteers. I
congratulate all of those people on their volunteering
spirit and their efforts. I was delighted that they
received significant plaudits for their efforts. In the final
days of the epic journey of the Queen’s baton from
Buckingham Palace to Melbourne it visited more than
500 Australian communities including Frankston, and
eight Frankston residents were selected as
2006 Queen’s baton relay runners. It was a fabulous
opportunity for them to run with the message in the
baton. These people are local heroes who represented
their community as the eyes of the world looked on,
and they did extraordinarily well. The baton arrived in
Frankston with much fanfare on 3 March, and many
people came out to cheer on their local heroes and to
see the baton. Other celebrations included a welcoming
party and a departure ceremony for the baton.
The Commonwealth Games were a wonderful
opportunity, particularly for Frankston’s relationship
with Samoa as its paired commonwealth nation. A lot
of people in Frankston now know a lot more about
Samoa. I congratulate all of them for their marvellous
efforts.
Lastly, congratulations go to the Minister for
Commonwealth Games in another place, the
Honourable Justin Madden, the other members of the
cabinet and all the people who worked behind the
scenes to make sure these were truly the best games
ever.
Mr McINTOSH (Kew) — I too join with members
of this house to congratulate all the people involved in
such a successful Commonwealth Games, starting with
our volunteers, who did a terrific job. I had an
opportunity to attend the hockey, athletics, cycling and
Rugby and of watching free of charge the women’s
marathon on Sunday morning in Albert Street. It was a
terrific program. The McIntosh family attended all
those events and had a thoroughly enjoyable time. I
commend the government and the organising
committee for the cultural events on the Yarra River.
We were able to walk to the Melbourne Cricket Ground
across the William Barak Bridge and then had an
opportunity to go back and join in the festivities along
the Yarra at the conclusion of the athletics late in the
evening, which was tremendous.
As I said, the volunteers were pleasant and informed
and did a great job all around the different venues.
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Dating back from when the games were secured right
through to the delivery of the games, the organising
committee did a fantastic job. Like the member for
Brighton my congratulations go not only to former
Premier Jeff Kennett and the inspiration he provided in
driving an agenda and getting the government to back
the bid, but also to Ron Walker. How can you talk more
highly of such a great Victorian as Ron Walker, who
certainly delivered for Victorians in relation to these
games — indeed for the whole commonwealth! He is a
man not only of commonwealth stature but perhaps of
Olympic stature. He is tremendous.
I would also like to commend the Victoria Police. The
shadow Minister for Police and Emergency Services,
the Leader of the Opposition and I were briefed about
the security aspects of the games. It was a matter of
profound concern, but the police presence and the
security staff were obvious. It is a necessary evil, and
all of it was brought together in the lead-up to the
games and was outstanding.
I was interested in the transport for the games. My tram
was 2 minutes late again this morning, but I cannot
speak highly enough of the delivery — —
Ms Allan interjected.
Mr McINTOSH — I caught a tram in this morning.
Ms Allan — So did I!
Mr McINTOSH — Did you? It is good to see. The
minister caught a tram into work. It must be the first
time in a long time. I caught my tram in, and it was
2 minutes late. However, the transport for the
Commonwealth Games was tremendous. The
atmosphere on the train, particularly going from
Parliament station to Royal Park to watch the hockey
was quite invigorating and a lot of fun.
My involvement with the Commonwealth Games goes
right back to the day the Queen’s baton relay started. I
was in London at the time, courtesy of the
Commonwealth Parliamentary Association. I sat next to
the Minister for Commonwealth Games in another
place, the Honourable Justin Madden, to watch the
Chancellor of the Exchequer deliver his budget speech.
I said, ‘Why are you here, Justin?’. He said, ‘The
Queen’s baton relay starts tomorrow’. I was unaware of
the event, but I watched with interest as it unfolded.
My electorate is one of the few that the Queen’s baton
relay did not come through. It came very close down
Riversdale Road, Hawthorn, but it did not get to Kew.
But then again, it seemed to follow the Olympic route,
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and I was deprived of the Olympic torch when it came
through on its way to Sydney.
The Commonwealth Games were a terrific event. The
McIntosh family enjoyed it all, along with thousands
and thousands of other people. It was great testimony to
what the people of Melbourne and Victoria can do
when they turn their minds to it.
Mr PERERA (Cranbourne) — I rise to join other
members in support of the motion. The
2006 Melbourne Commonwealth Games have been the
greatest sporting event ever held in Melbourne, and we
may argue that it is the greatest one ever held in
Australia. At the games the crowds cheered all
participants irrespective of their country of
representation or their position in the games — whether
they were first or last. I am sure this highly impressed
our visitors to Melbourne. Melbourne will live on in the
hearts and minds of all our visitors and fellow colonial
nations of a one-time empire where the sun never set.
My electorate had the privilege of hosting the torch
relay through Cranbourne. Main areas like High Street
were crowded with residents standing shoulder to
shoulder cheering the baton relay through the heart of
Cranbourne. Monterey Secondary College students
gave a traditional Manu Samoa welcome to the
Minister for Commonwealth Games, the Honourable
Justin Madden, when he visited the college late last
year.
I take my hat off to the organisers of the Pines Pride
day, who held their annual celebration of the Frankston
North area and celebrated with Commonwealth Games
fever. It was a great opportunity for those who could
not get to Melbourne to see the action and celebrate the
event. The Bracks government supported the Pines
Pride day with a $2500 grant to assist with the costs of
holding this year’s event. I take my hat off to Stan
Doric, Daisy Sehic and Gwen Dearsley for their part in
organising this wonderful event.
At the Queen’s lunch held on the day of the opening of
the Commonwealth Games I had the pleasure of sitting
at a table with members of the Malaysian contingent
and the Singaporean sports minister. They had nothing
but good words to say about the games arrangements.
Some of them were very impressed with the facilities at
the Commonwealth Games village. In their view all the
facilities were far superior to the accommodation
offered at the Manchester Commonwealth Games.
The Adopt-a-Second-Team program linked every
Victorian municipality with at least one of the nations
in the Commonwealth. This was a very successful
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program. Some local communities have paired with
their adopted nations to build on existing relationships.
The members of the Sri Lankan contingent were very
pleased with their host councils, the City of Kingston
and the City of Maroondah, and I am sure that good
relationship will be maintained in the future. I also had
the opportunity to attend a number of functions
organised to celebrate the gold medal won by Sri
Lankan Chinthaka Vidanage for weight-lifting. These
functions raised many Australian dollars to promote
this young athlete’s career.
Everywhere I visited people were very impressed with
the way the games were being handled. The transport
and security, the minimal road blocks and the
celebrations across the city were the main areas which
highly impressed them. I congratulate the Bracks
government in general on a job well done, and in
particular I congratulate the Minister for Sport and
Recreation in the other place, the Honourable Justin
Madden, who took charge of the 18th Commonwealth
Games. I also congratulate all the medal winners,
including Lalita Yauhleuskaya from the city of Casey,
who won one silver and three gold medals for shooting.
Finally, I pay a tribute to all the volunteers, including
Dishella Fernando and Gavin Fernando of Carrum
Downs, and Glenn Schipp of Frankston North from my
electorate of Cranbourne, who contributed to the great
success of the Melbourne Commonwealth Games.
Mrs SHARDEY (Caulfield) — I would certainly
like to warmly congratulate the Commonwealth Games
committee, and in particular Ron Walker, on the superb
running of the Commonwealth Games. Unlike most
people in this place, I remember as a child going to the
Olympic Games in Melbourne and seeing Betty
Cuthbert win a race at the athletics, so it was my
pleasure to enjoy the courtesy and hospitality of the
Bracks government at the athletics last Tuesday night.
However, I have to say there is a big difference
between watching the athletics from a seat in the third
row from the front and watching sitting higher up in a
box. If you are down amongst the people it is a warm
and fantastic feeling. Certainly as a young child I
remembered that warm feeling watching an Australian
winning an athletics event. In any case I was very
pleased to attend and to lend my support.
I would of course like to congratulate the previous
government under former Premier Jeff Kennett on
securing the Commonwealth Games for Victoria. Ron
Walker is an amazing person who turns on
extraordinary events in this city. We shall all be looking
with great pleasure at the grand prix next weekend.
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I used public transport to get to the Commonwealth
Games, and I did it with great ease. I went with my son,
who is a keen supporter of athletics, and the atmosphere
on public transport, as some have said, was very
positive and warm. There was an absolutely huge
number of volunteers showing people where to go —
for example, people were told by loud hailer what
direction to take — and everything was extremely easy.
Some of my friends volunteered to help in the
Commonwealth Games, so I congratulate most
sincerely all the volunteers, who did this superb job. It
is something we should all be proud of. As the previous
shadow Minister for Housing I will be looking with
great interest to see how part of the Commonwealth
Games village is transformed into public housing and
what transpires during that process.
All in all, as Victorians we should all be proud, in a
very apolitical way, of what occurred.
Ms LOBATO (Gembrook) — I rise to speak very
briefly in support of this motion to thank and
congratulate all the participants in and organisers of the
games for creating the best Commonwealth Games in
history. Much commentary has been made on the
vibrancy of Melbourne and the areas surrounding the
regional games venues. People smiled more than usual
during those two weeks, and they showed a great deal
of courtesy to one another in the city streets. Much of
that pleasant and courteous manner was due to the
infectious smiles of games volunteers and their ever
present willingness to assist.
I took Archie and Ashleigh to the dress rehearsal of the
opening ceremony, and we were stunned by the level of
organisation displayed by the volunteers and
emergency services. I certainly did not expect the same
ease to be evident when Archie and I attended the
athletics. From the train ride in and the welcome and
directional instructions provided by the volunteers at
the station to the ease of entering the Melbourne
Cricket Ground, all went incredibly smoothly.
We also enjoyed the cultural displays and events along
the Yarra, while at Flinders Street station I overheard
several people talking about how well their visit had
gone, referring to the lively atmosphere of the city. I
want to congratulate every performer who contributed
to the spectacular opening and closing ceremonies.
Every Victorian school got involved, and we as local
members encouraged and shared in their participation
in games events. Congratulations to the councils, which
really created a lot of the awareness and encouraged
participation also.
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Finally, I wish to comment on the impact that the
games had on my son, Archie. Wherever he went
during the school holidays he ensured there was a
television so that he did not miss out on anything. On
Sunday night when he sat down to watch the closing
ceremony he was struck with the realisation that it was
all over. I certainly do not wish to embarrass my son,
and I hope he never reads this in Hansard, but he cried.
He was terribly miserable for quite some time on
Sunday night. I just wanted to share with members the
impact the games had on him. He loved it; everybody
loved it. Congratulations to the minister and to
everybody involved.
Mr HONEYWOOD (Warrandyte) — We have
3 minutes each — that is what we have agreed in the
chamber — to contribute to this debate on the motion. I
support the motion celebrating the Commonwealth
Games, and in doing so I pay particular tribute to Jeff
Kennett for winning the games for Melbourne. Of
course this is another example of how this government
has been able to trade in some of the incredible work
done by the Kennett government, of which I was proud
to be a minister.
I might add, just to show you how mean-spirited this
government can be, that when I announced my
resignation last week the first response from the
government’s official spokesperson was, ‘The only
reason why he waited until then was that he wanted to
use his accreditation to the games’. I would like to put
on the record for the benefit of the government
spokesperson that I never received any accreditation to
the games. I was invited to the rehearsal for the opening
ceremony.
So to the mean-spirited government members opposite
I say that my son and I very much enjoyed the rehearsal
of the opening ceremony. It was incredibly well done,
except for the duck, which we are still mystified by.
That was lost in translation! But everything else was an
absolute tribute to the volunteers, to the organising
committee and to all those who put in the time and
effort.
We should pay tribute to the fact that Melburnians and
indeed Australians display great innovation when it
comes to these types of games spectaculars. Many of
the 2000 Sydney Olympic Games team have
contributed towards the organisation of the 2008
Beijing Olympic Games, whether they are architects,
people working on the games, festival artists or
whatever. Equally from what we have been told, those
professionals, often Melbourne born or Australian born,
who contributed to the way in which the opening and
closing ceremonies came together and to all the other
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events surrounding the games, have already been
contacted to assist in New Delhi for the 2010
Commonwealth Games.
That is a tribute to the fact that we are able to grow our
own talent, not just on the sports or playing field —
where of course we do so much better, per head of
population, than any other country in the world — but
also when it comes to all the other professional
components that go into such a major event.
Melbourne is the centre for major events. This was the
philosophy or the vision of the Kennett government —
that is, to ensure that Melbourne was the major events
capital of Australia. The games were a testimony to the
success of that strategy.
Mr LOCKWOOD (Bayswater) — I, too, would
love to support this motion and congratulate all
involved: the participants, crowds, organisers,
volunteers, public transport operators and
performers — and everybody else involved. It was a
fabulous event. I went along to a number of events. I
went to the opening ceremony, to two lots of athletics
events and to the swimming and rugby 7s, although I
got sick and had to give away my tickets to the netball
and the weight-lifting. I was happy to pay for my
tickets. There were no freebies for MPs, so I am not
griping about any mean-spiritedness, unlike the
whinger from Warrandyte who likes to gripe. I was
quite happy to pay and go along with everybody else.
In terms of local events, the baton relay travelled
through Knox and Ringwood on 13 March. That was
warmly welcomed by heaps of people. Many crowds
along the way welcomed their local heroes carrying the
baton.
During the lead-up to the games MPs presented
Commonwealth Games flags. There are 22 schools in
my electorate, 17 of which are state schools, and I got
around to all of the schools, where the students were all
enthusiastic about the games and quite keen to see them
happen.
A number of the schools had local events. The Yawarra
Primary School, for example, had its own games day on
the day before the school holidays. The school was
broken up into various competing ‘countries’ and had
its own medal presentations. That was quite an
enjoyable day. Local councils also had their own
‘second’ or sponsored teams. Knox City Council
supported New Zealand. It had a local heroes display
and a Maori cultural event. In fact people dragged me
up onto a stage and persuaded me to try out the haka,
which was a bit embarrassing because they insisted that
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it be done with no shirt, shoes or socks. I was sure I
blinded them when I took my shirt off!
The council had its own opening night event to coincide
with the official games opening ceremony. Maroondah
City Council had Sri Lanka as its second team. It had
various functions and cultural celebrations, and it had a
number of team members out to the area on the day
before the opening ceremony.
One of the teams that was of interest to me was from
the Seychelles, because my wife was born in the
Seychelles. We saw a couple of athletes from the
Seychelles. On the night we went to the athletics we
saw Celine Laporte, winner of a bronze medal in the
long jump. It was good to be able to see her competing.
I could not help but note that with about 70 000 to
80 000 people in the Melbourne Cricket Ground — and
given that the population of the Seychelles is 70 000 —
she was performing in front of a crowd bigger than the
population of her country. She did quite well and was
just pipped at the post by not having had a good enough
second jump.
Another competitor from the Seychelles, Janet
Thelermont, won bronze in the 69-kilogram class
women’s weight-lifting after lifting a total of
205 kilograms. It was the fifth time that the Seychelles
have been in the Commonwealth Games. I got the
opportunity to meet the Seychelles sport minister at the
Queen’s lunch: she is also my wife’s sister. It was good
to catch up with that person at the games as my wife or
I had not seen her for many years.
All up, we loved the games; we enjoyed every minute
of it. It was great to have the Commonwealth Games in
Melbourne.
Ms ECKSTEIN (Ferntree Gully) — I too am
pleased to support the motion on the Commonwealth
Games. I would like to congratulate the Premier, the
Minister for Commonwealth Games and the organising
committee on staging the best ever Commonwealth
Games. The games were a spectacular success, and the
people were indeed united by the moment, embracing
the spirit of the games. In particular, the closing
ceremony, which I was fortunate enough to attend,
embodied the spirit of goodwill generated by the games
throughout the community. People in their thousands
attended the free cultural activities and sporting events,
with over 1.5 million tickets sold. That is a fantastic
record.
These games showcased Melbourne internationally and
will leave a lasting legacy of enhanced sporting venues
and facilities for the people of Victoria for years to
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come. In my electorate the international standard
mountain biking course at Lysterfield Lake Park will
attract future national and international competitions to
the area.
The Queen’s baton relay travelled through my
electorate on 13 March, and thousands of people lined
the route to see the baton and cheer on the runners,
whether they were locals or not. I would like to
congratulate the relay runners from my electorate who
carried the Commonwealth Games Queen’s baton:
John Simmonds from Boronia; Peter Gray from
Lysterfield; Kirsten Hetherington, Sarah Heib and
Allan and Daniel Stanfield-Porter from Rowville; and
Scott Gunther, Kevin Knox and Noel McNamara from
Ferntree Gully. They are all local heroes who make a
great contribution to our community.
I would also like to congratulate the thousands of
volunteers who did a fantastic job and ensured that
people had an enjoyable experience at the games. One
such volunteer from my local community is Mr Bill
Ireland. Bill was already a great volunteer in our
community and has long been involved with the Knox
Historical Society, the local Country Fire Authority and
the Puffing Billy railway. Bill was recognised as the
Knox council citizen of the year for 2006. Bill was a
volunteer driver for the Commonwealth Games, driving
VIPs and other dignitaries and delegations to and from
the various events and venues. I was pleased to be able
to ask Bill to accompany me to the Commonwealth
Games luncheon with the Queen at the Royal
Exhibition Building, which he enjoyed thoroughly.
Finally, I would like to congratulate all the athletes,
without whom the games could not have taken place,
particularly all the medal winners on their outstanding
achievements. But the winners could not have won
without all those other athletes who competed but did
not win a medal. They, too, made an enormous
contribution and sometimes had to put in an enormous
effort just to be here and compete. The Melbourne
Commonwealth Games were an enormous success, and
I again congratulate everyone involved on a job well
done.
Mr MERLINO (Monbulk) — I am very pleased to
rise in support of this motion. I was listening to an
interesting debate on radio earlier this week. They were
talking about whether we put too much emphasis and
spend too much money on sport and events like the
Commonwealth Games. I think it is a fair question; we
should always be careful and balanced about how we
spend public money on sport and sporting events. But
in my view sport is worth it. Sport is uplifting; it
captures our imagination, and as the Leader of The
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Nationals said in his contribution, sport unites us like
nothing else.
The Commonwealth Games was a fantastic success.
When I spoke to Victorians they talked about the pride
they had in their city and how successful and beautiful
it looked; pride in ourselves and how we welcomed the
guests from around the world; pride in our state — as
people have said, we had events in regional Victoria
and in the outer suburbs; and pride in the athletes who
represented this nation and all the nations of the
commonwealth. We love our sporting heroes; they
inspire us. We empathise with their struggle for
success, and we rejoice in their performances, which
we mere mortals could not hope to achieve. That pride
is not just in the household names, the superstars like
Jana Pittman, but also in the rising stars in our sport.
Like the member for Scoresby, I will talk about one of
them, Kelly Stubbins. I read prior to the games a great
local story about Kelly. She began her career when she
nearly drowned in her neighbour’s swimming pool.
Kelly’s pregnant mum, Rhonda, jumped in to save her
and then sent her off to have swimming lessons. Her
talent was quickly recognised, and she found herself
being coached at Haileybury Waterlions Swimming
Club. It is at that time in an athlete’s career that you can
see the commitment, dedication and sacrifice of not
only the athlete but also their family in that tough, often
lonely journey to the top. At 4.00 a.m. Rhonda drove
Kelly and her other daughter Nikki from Belgrave to
Keysborough, then off to school in Rowville and back
to the pool for an evening session. So strong was the
commitment to her daughters that Rhonda had to quit
her job, and her family had to survive on one wage. I
quote Kelly:
Mum had to give up full-time work to take me to the pool,
that was a big sacrifice … We had to cut out family holidays
because I had to be at training. My sister didn’t get to go on
holiday because I wasn’t allowed to go …
Dad used to take me to training on Wednesday mornings, and
he used to spend hours awake … and he obviously helped
with the financial support. They were always there, they
always gave me the option not to do any more if I didn’t want
to, and they never lost faith. I just kept going, I wanted to do
it, and I wanted to keep improving.

Kelly got into the 200-metre freestyle relay team. She
had to fight to get in. She performed a personal best to
get into the final, and then she broke her personal best
in the final and won gold. It is a great story. I extend my
congratulations to Kelly, all the athletes and all the
volunteers. Well done!
Mr MAUGHAN (Rodney) — I am very pleased to
support this motion, because the games were a
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spectacular success, as other members have said. I
attended the closing ceremony, I watched the marathon
as it went along St Kilda Road and I certainly watched
a lot of the events on television. I particularly enjoyed
the women’s marathon. Members of my family
attended regularly; my son attended a different event
every day of the games.
I was fortunate enough to attend the Olympic Games in
1956. These games were well in excess of that. It was a
great achievement. The organisation was superb, and
the volunteers were absolutely magnificent. They really
added to the flavour of the games: their welcoming,
friendly and helpful manner was a vital part of the
games’ success.
Melbourne looked magnificent. Even those of us who
live in country Victoria are very proud of this capital
city of Melbourne. It is a magnificent city and it was
shown at its best. The Yarra River came alive. I
attended a couple of events along the river, as did my
family and my grandchildren. It was a great success and
I really enjoyed being with a large number of people
who were out there enjoying themselves and having a
wonderful time and participating in the euphoria while
the games were going on in the various stadiums.
I offer my very sincere congratulations to Ron Walker
and the organising committee. Ron Walker has done an
outstanding job for Victoria with a whole range of
major events. I congratulate him, and I congratulate
sports minister Justin Madden in the other place. In
situations such as this there has been a lot of
self-congratulation on the government’s side but not
much in acknowledging that it was the previous
premier, Jeff Kennett, and Ron Walker who actually
secured the games. I think we are a bit churlish if we do
not give credit to those who participated in attracting
the games.
While on that theme I inform the house that, like others,
I was very pleased to give out the Commonwealth
Games flags. There were 35 schools in my electorate
and I went around every one of them.
Mr Kotsiras — Name them!
Mr MAUGHAN — I will name them all for the
member for Bulleen if he gives me sufficient time to
run through the lot. I would not have gone around them
all had we not prevailed upon the government to give
flags to the non-government schools. Initially the
government was going to give flags only to government
schools. I remind the house that one-third of the
community who choose to send their children to
non-government schools also pay taxes and want to
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enjoy the games, and I think it was churlish of the
government initially to exclude the non-government
schools. I had pleasure in getting around all those
schools, promoting the Commonwealth Games, and
promoting all the good things that come out of being
able to participate in and watch good sport.
The final thing I will say at almost 5.30 p.m. on
Thursday is that we have had a very heavy week in
dealing with two of the largest and most important
pieces of legislation, the Education and Training
Reform Bill and the Disability Bill, introduced into the
house. In debate on both bills members were restricted
to speaking for 3 minutes because we had spent so
much time speaking on the Commonwealth Games. It
is nice to have been able to have the games, but we do
not need to spend the time we have spent on
self-congratulation when members have been restricted
to 2 or 3 minutes speaking on very important disability
and education legislation.
Mr HARDMAN (Seymour) — I rise to support the
motion on the Commonwealth Games. The
Commonwealth Games were a great success and many
people deserve our heartiest congratulations and thanks.
I particularly mention the Minister for Commonwealth
Games in the other place, the Honourable Justin
Madden, who did a marvellous job working with the
organising committee, the staff, the volunteers,
departments and agencies, in bringing together a vast
range of events across the whole state, making sure that
everyone felt involved and proud of being a Victorian,
an Australian and a member of the commonwealth.
Many people I know from the Seymour electorate
played key roles in areas of security, the Office of
Commonwealth Games Coordination and working and
volunteering in a variety of roles all across Melbourne
for the Commonwealth Games. The games have left a
legacy of wonderful sporting venues in Melbourne, and
they have also left a legacy in the Seymour electorate in
the form of community sculptures, a wetlands board
walk in Yea and, of course, the great skills the
volunteers have picked up. I had the pleasure of being
at Super Sunday with my family to see the Melbourne
Cricket Ground and be part of the goodwill and the
spirit, with the disabled athletes giving top-class
performances. But I will never forget the moment when
Kerryn McCann came home to win the marathon. For
the last 2 kilometres we watched on the screen her
tussle with another competitor. We watched her enter
the stadium exhausted, and with everyone standing and
willing her on, we watched her push herself to the line.
Well done to all those involved. I have never heard
people speaking in such glowing terms of Melbourne.
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At every electorate event I attend, and every time I
walk down the street, people praise the free cultural
events, the organisation, the quality of the venues, the
cleanliness of the city and the friendliness and the spirit
of Melbourne. Congratulations!
Mr STENSHOLT (Burwood) — Melbourne
2006 — what a great place to be. Marvellous
Melbourne showed itself to the world and showed off
its best to the world. The excellent event has also left a
great legacy for the future. I want to thank everybody
involved: the Premier, Minister Justin Madden in the
other place, John So, Sam Coffa and the
Commonwealth Games committee, the games
organisers and 1000 staff, the athletes and officials who
did such a marvellous job, all the performers — there
were many performers at the opening and closing
ceremonies — and the volunteers. What a great job the
volunteers did — they showed Melbourne off at its
best. There were nearly 430 volunteers from the
suburbs in my electorate. I know the member for
Bulleen would like me to name all — —
Mr Kotsiras — Name them!
Mr STENSHOLT — There were 34 from
Ashburton, 20 from Ashwood, 22 from Box Hill South,
45 from Burwood, 102 from Camberwell, 23 from
Chadstone, 106 from Glen Iris, including my good
friend Vaughan Duggan, and 75 from Surrey Hills.
They all did a marvellous job as volunteers. I also
commend the baton relay organisers and all those who
carried the baton. I thank our local councillors and
residents who got involved in the games for the many
months beforehand, with many local activities in
Boroondara, Monash and Whitehorse.
The program of adopting a second country was also a
great initiative. Boroondara adopted Tonga, and the
local Tongan community became involved in many
activities. Whitehorse adopted Sierra Leone and took
them to their hearts with local businessmen donating
clothes and gear to the team because they came from
one of the poorest countries in the world, and many of
them, as we know, have stayed on! It was a great games
and a great effort by so many people.
Ms GREEN (Yan Yean) — It is with great pleasure
that I join this motion on the success of Melbourne’s
Commonwealth Games. I personally attended the
magnificent opening and closing ceremonies and got
square eyes watching many events on television. I
gained vicarious enjoyment from the many members of
my family who attended swimming, athletics, bowls,
basketball and much more. We watched as a family the
fantastic sound and light show with the fish on our

COMMONWEALTH GAMES: ACHIEVEMENTS
796

ASSEMBLY

wonderful Yarra River. I want to pay tribute to the
many people in my electorate who took the games and
our visitors into their hearts — in particular, in the
lead-up to the games, with the City of Whittlesea
adopting the Cameroon team and the Shire of
Nillumbik adopting Canada. It was just wonderful
getting to know the Canadians in the lead-up to the
games. I pay tribute to Ross Outerbridge, the chef de
mission, and all the Canadians who spent a lot of time
in our area and passed on some knowledge. There have
been lasting friendships made.
I also pay tribute to the over 300 volunteers. There is a
great culture of volunteering in my electorate, including
Bill Pritchard, who is a volunteer with me in the
Diamond Creek fire brigade, Cr Rex Griffin, who
acquitted himself very well dancing in the closing
ceremony, June Archer from Diamond Creek, a former
neighbour of mine, and many more.
The Queens baton relay passed through my electorate
in February, and it was just wonderful to see how the
local community participated and supported the baton
relay runners. It brought tears to the eyes seeing Rita
Mercuri walking along Plenty Road in the Whittlesea
township. Rita is an amputee, but she was able to get
out of her wheelchair for the day and see all those signs
from her family along the road saying ‘Go, Rita!’. Then
there was Gary Hammond, a Commonwealth Games
silver medallist in 1982, whose career was tragically cut
short by a horrific road crash just four days after he won
the medal. Just seeing the signs of support from his
family saying ‘Go, Daddy!’ was special.
One of the youngest baton relay carriers, Andrew
Buultjens, Whittlesea’s citizen of the year, carried the
baton in Mernda, and there were many others. From
Mernda the relay travelled to Hurstbridge, where there
was a fantastic festival welcoming the baton. The first
baton relay carrier was the wonderful principal of
Hurstbridge Primary School, Margaret U’ren, who
exercised fantastic leadership of the school during the
tragic fire two years ago. She was a real hero on that
day.
Also carrying the baton in the township was Jan
Crosswhite, a local resident and a fantastic
sportswoman in her own right who has now been
appointed to an international body of women’s sport.
Not only was Jan an elite athlete herself, she has
continued to contribute throughout her life. She is the
wife of Perry Crosswhite, a member of the M2006
board and also Australian team manager and an elite
athlete himself.
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It was a wonderful event overall. I want to pay tribute
to an Australian Opals medallist, Diamond Creek
resident Katrina Hibbert, and to Dellys Starr, a
mountain bike rider, who suffered a great tragedy in the
lead-up to the event, losing her brother the month
before. I know her parents enjoyed seeing her very
much, and she performed very well. The games were
great, and I support the motion.
Mr NARDELLA (Melton) — During the seven
long, dark years of the Kennett government there were
not many things I supported. But record this for
prosperity and put it in Hansard: I want to
congratulate — —
Honourable members interjecting.
Mr NARDELLA — Are you listening? I want to
congratulate the former Premier, Mr Kennett. I want to
congratulate the Honourable Louise Asher, the then
Minister for Tourism, and all the other people
involved — I know we are all falling about here — in
the Kennett government who got these wonderful
Commonwealth Games for Melbourne, for Victoria and
for Australia.
There is more. Members can read what I have said
about Ronald L. Walker in Hansard in the past.
Members on the other side of the house have talked
about Ronald L. Walker, and hopefully they might get
some of the fundraising money by mentioning him.
Maybe I could be lucky as well. But he also needs,
along with his committee, to be congratulated on the
great role he played in putting on these games. That is
another one for the record book!
At a local level I want to thank all the volunteers who
assisted in making the games such a success. They
include people I know personally, like Ann Woolf,
Sophie Ramsay and Chris and Marion Ingram, who put
in the time and effort to be volunteers.
The baton relay went through both Melton and
Moorabool, and we were assisted by the Moorabool
council. It was terrific to see the kids, the students and
older people get involved when the baton relay came
through. I also want to congratulate the regional sports
stars who were part of the Commonwealth Games and
who made history when they competed and won for
their community, for Melbourne, for Victoria and
finally for Australia.
These Commonwealth Games were terrific. Everybody
should be congratulated on such a terrific outcome. I
support the motion before the house.
Motion agreed to.
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Remaining business postponed on motion of
Ms GARBUTT (Minister for Community Services).

ADJOURNMENT
The DEPUTY SPEAKER — Order! The question
is:
That the house do now adjourn.

Point Leo–Frankston-Flinders roads: safety
Mr DIXON (Nepean) — I wish to raise a matter for
the Minister for Transport regarding the intersection of
the Point Leo Road and the Frankston-Flinders Road. I
am asking the minister to fund an upgrade of that
intersection. It is a very busy intersection and is
becoming more so. Point Leo Road runs from Red Hill
to Point Leo beach, and the Frankston-Flinders Road
carries a lot of tourist traffic from Flinders along the
coast to Hastings. Both roads have a speed limit of
100 kilometres per hour. Point Leo Road as it
approaches Frankston-Flinders Road is downhill with a
steep gradient and everything arrives at a very
dangerous intersection.
The Mornington Peninsula Shire Council has submitted
the intersection for black-spot funding. Until recently
there had been four deaths at that intersection; two
weeks ago there was a fatal accident which brought the
total number of fatalities to five, not counting the
serious injuries and other trauma associated with the
accidents. Just from those figures you can see it is a
very dangerous intersection.
That recent accident has really traumatised the small
Point Leo community; it was not just the victims of the
accident but its flow-on effects. A fatal accident like
that affects the victims, the family and friends of the
victims, and the whole community of the township. A
number of locals witnessed the accident or they
attended its aftermath. Those who treated the victims of
the accident were affected, too.
A constituent of mine, Murray Turner, raised the issue
with me. He is terribly frustrated by the lack of action
on that intersection because it has been dangerous for a
long while. He is prepared to tip in $500 of his own
money and collect other money from local constituents
and businesses to improve immediately the signage at
the intersection. That is a good interim measure, but my
constituents should not have to do that. That should be
a joint partnership between the shire and VicRoads to
immediately upgrade the signage. Major construction
needs to be done at the intersection to redesign it.
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A relevant issue in the electorate at the moment is that
the local shire is trying to talk to VicRoads about
lowering the speed limit from 100 kilometres per hour
on narrow country roads down to 80 kilometres per
hour. This accident illustrates the point that it is
something that needs to be seriously looked at. I hope
the minister considers my request and upgrades that
intersection as quickly as possible.

Commonwealth Games: sporting equipment
Mr CRUTCHFIELD (South Barwon) — My issue
is for the attention of the Minister for Commonwealth
Games in another place. I would like him to consider
providing some of the Commonwealth Games athletics
equipment to the Ocean Grove Barwon Heads Little
Athletics Club. A couple of days ago I had an email
from Pam Halnon, who is a constituent and lives in
Barwon Heads. Ocean Grove is in the member for
Bellarine’s constituency but members of the combined
athletics club train in the Barwon Heads village park.
The club has trebled in size over the last four years. It is
no surprise to people who know that neck of the woods.
Both Ocean Grove and Barwon Heads have expanded
considerably, particularly in the number of residents
with young families. It is no surprise that like the
football and netball clubs, the Little Athletics club has
trebled in its numbers over four years.
As the Deputy Speaker would be well aware, the Little
Athletics clubs compete at Landy Field. While
individual clubs may be requesting equipment, and I
am not about to suggest what the minister or Athletics
Victoria should do, it may be more appropriate to
allocate this equipment on a regional basis so Little
Athletics clubs anywhere in a region can utilise it,
whether it be at a regional centre like Landy Field or in
Swan Hill, Horsham or a metropolitan area of
Melbourne.
The member for Bellarine’s young son does Little
Athletics at Landy Field, and I have a number of friends
who have competed. In fact, I was a little athlete many
years ago and competed at Olympic Park as it was then.
Unfortunately Olympic Park is no longer there and I
cannot recall my very ordinary feats there.
In my view the Commonwealth Games have done
wonders for athletics in terms of the profile they have
given the sport. You will find that many young girls
and boys will aspire to follow their individual
champions. Whether they won a gold medal or not is
completely irrelevant. Hopefully many have been
inspired to compete like Nathan Deakes and Craig
Mottram, who is from down Geelong way. There are
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those among the Barwon Heads and Ocean Grove Little
Athletics constituency who may be a future Craig
Mottram or Nathan Deakes or the female equivalent of
those athletes — a Jana Pittman, for argument’s sake,
although she is not from Geelong. In conclusion, I urge
the minister to consider this request from the Ocean
Grove Barwon Heads Little Athletics Club.

Rural North West Health: management
Mr WALSH (Swan Hill) — I raise with the
Minister for Health community concerns about Rural
North West Health’s Warracknabeal campus. The
Warracknabeal community is deeply committed to its
health service and there has been an extraordinarily
high level of debate, discussion and angst in the three
years since the Warracknabeal Herald led with
‘Hospital outlines strategies to tackle financial deficit’
in February 2003, followed by a Wimmera Mail-Times
headline of ‘Health board faces the axe’ in April 2003.
As this house would be aware, Rural North West
Health has been without a board of management since
2003, and Ken Taylor has been managing the health
service as the sole director since that time.
Two weeks ago I hosted the Leader of The Nationals in
Warracknabeal as part of his visit to the Swan Hill
electorate. We were able to inspect and assess first hand
the vital need for the redevelopment of these facilities.
We also met with a group of community members who
explained their concerns about management and
staffing issues at the hospital and the processes
involved in assessing residents at Landt Hostel and
decisions about whether they needed to be relocated to
the nursing home. We detected a persistent fear that
there is still an agenda to merge Rural North West
Health with Wimmera Health.
In relation to yesterday’s ministerial media release
about the appointment of a new board for Rural North
West Health, I commend the minister for the calibre
and the quality of the people she has appointed to the
board. I am impressed with her adherence to the Axten
recommendation that the majority of board members
should be local, supplemented by people with medical
and financial expertise. On behalf of the Warracknabeal
community I ask for the minister’s vigilant scrutiny in
ensuring the full independence of the board as it
reviews and implements governance issues into the
future, especially in relation to the management team of
Ken Taylor and Lee Vause. I seek a reiteration of her
firm commitment to the community that Rural North
West Health will be maintained as a stand-alone health
service into the future.
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Chronic fatigue syndrome/myalgic
encephalomyelitis: clinical review
Mr ROBINSON (Mitcham) — I want to raise an
issue this evening for the attention of the Minister for
Health. It concerns the plight of sufferers of chronic
fatigue syndrome/myalgic encephalomyelitis
(CFS/ME). I am seeking from the minister her
agreement to have her department undertake a clinical
review of some guidelines which have been developed
in Canada and are designed to assist GPs in diagnosing
and treating CFS/ME. I am indebted to a Blackburn
resident, Mr Jim Chambers, for raising my awareness
of the debilitating impact of CFS/ME. He has a son
who has been living through what can be described
only as hell on earth for the last several years as his
body has been wracked by CFS/ME. I am aware from
him and from meeting other people of the tremendous
toll this illness takes.
I will give members some background information on
the disease. It has been formally classified by the World
Health Organisation as a neurological disorder in the
international classification of diseases since 1969. US
Centres for Disease Control research has found that
chronic fatigue syndrome patients are more sick and
have far greater consequent disability than patients with
chronic obstructive lung disease, cardiac disease,
osteoarthritis and depression, that some $9.1 billion in
earnings are lost annually in the United States due to
disability caused by CFS/ME and that fewer than
16 per cent of sufferers in the general population are
diagnosed and treated for CFS/ME.
It is important to understand that little is known about
CFS/ME. It is more or less a condition which is
recognised only by virtue of its not being able to be
classified in a much broader range of known conditions
after a protracted period of time. It is a perplexing issue,
and it is important that in Victoria we take note of
developments elsewhere in the world. There are some
guidelines that I think are being circulated in South
Australia for the benefit of general practitioners, but the
Canadian guidelines are probably the best going around.
They certainly have improved the ability of general
practitioners in that country to diagnose and treat
sufferers. The guidelines are contained in a document
that I will make available to the minister entitled Myalgic
Encephalomyelitis/Chronic Fatigue Syndrome: A
Clinical Case Definition and Guidelines for Medical
Practitioners — An Overview of the Canadian
Consensus Document.
I think it would be in the interests of the many thousands
of Victorians who suffer from this terrible disease if we
could have this assessment done as soon as possible.
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Taxis: multipurpose program
Mr KOTSIRAS (Bulleen) — I raise a matter for the
attention of the Minister for Transport. I ask the
minister to review and overturn the harsh decision by
the manager of the multipurpose taxi program not to
admit a constituent of mine into the program. Her
reference number is 1E-458222. In a letter responding
to this constituent’s application the Department of
Infrastructure said:
The program is designed to assist people with a permanent
disability which severely impairs their mobility, including the
ability to independently access public transport.
As your medical condition was described by your medical
practitioner as being moderate in nature, you do not qualify
for admittance to the program.
If your doctor is of the opinion that there is further medical
information which should be considered, I would be pleased
to review your application.

Brenda, my constituent’s daughter, wrote to me, and in
her email she said:
Mum is classed as ‘moderate’ Alzheimer’s. The doctor can’t
lie and say it is ‘severe’ … However the fact remains she
cannot leave the house on her own by public transport or
anything else. We can’t even leave her in the shops. Her GP
thinks she is severely affected but her Alzheimer’s is not
severe.
The receptionists in the doctor’s surgery have seen her in
action. She has not gone anywhere on her own except for
little walks in the street for the last two years. When she was
driving her car she didn’t use public transport.
That is the loophole they escape through. They assess people
on the basis of their disease category and not their degree of
functionality.

Brenda went on to say:
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Leadway Marketing Group: recruitment
process
Ms MUNT (Mordialloc) — The matter I raise today
is for the attention and action of the Minister for
Consumer Affairs in the other place. I have been
contacted by Ms Amira Ghatas concerning her
experiences on 6 March. She writes:
On Monday, 6 March 2006, I had a job interview with
Leadway marketing group at 501 Latrobe Street, Melbourne.
My interview was for 8.30 a.m.
I arrived at 8.10 a.m. and was asked to go straight in to the
interview. The interview consisted of information regarding
the companies and charity groups that Leadway represent. It
was explained to me that the interview is divided into three
parts.
Part 1, the initial interview …
… field experience …
… depending on the representatives’ report
recommendation … for a final interview …
I was introduced to a young lady and was told that I would be
spending a couple of hours with her so that she can report
back to the manager about my performance …
I then left the building with the rep. We walked a couple of
blocks. Then she mentioned that there was a car waiting to
take us to our destination. In the car there were two other reps,
a young lady and a male driver … I finally realised that we
were on a freeway and asked where exactly we were heading.
I was told that for the whole week field work was at
Geelong …
When we arrived at Geelong, we were dropped off at a
shopping strip where they had to try and change small
business owners over to a new electricity provider. I found a
public phone and called my mum … letting her know —

where she was —

My mother qualifies on all these criteria but because her
disease as yet is diagnosed on memory tests as moderate, this
is a walking obscenity …

After approximately an hour I mentioned to the rep that I
have to start heading back to Melbourne … to start work at
12.00 p.m. …

She asked that I request the minister to review her case
and overturn the decision taken by the department.

I also mentioned that I didn’t have enough money for a trip
home as I was not prepared for the day …

While I appreciate and agree that there have to be
guidelines and criteria, I think each application should
be handled on a case-by-case basis. Each person is
different, and unless you do that then some people will
be disadvantaged. I urge the minister to review this
lady’s case and to admit her into the multipurpose taxi
program because without this assistance she will be
unable to participate fully in our society.

The rep:
gave me enough for a ticket home.
When the driver arrived to pick us up he dropped the two
female reps at another strip of shops and continued to take me
to the Geelong North train station.
There was no-one at the station, only parked trucks. I finally
found a cleaner at the station and asked him about the time
when the next train was due and where I could buy a ticket.
He told me it was 12.20 p.m., the next V/Line was due at
1.33 p.m., and I could buy a ticket on the train. I could not
find a public phone so I had no way of letting anyone know
that I was safe and on my way home …
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This was a very scary experience for me.

I believe that the company has acted inappropriately
and placed this young woman at considerable risk and
caused her considerable distress — she had no idea she
was to be taken to Geelong. Then to leave her by
herself on Geelong North train station was just plain
wrong. I would appreciate the minister making
investigations on Ms Ghatas’s behalf to ensure that
other young people are not placed in the same position
by this company.

Seal Rocks Sea Life Centre: building report
Mr SMITH (Bass) — I wish to raise a matter for
the Minister for WorkCover and the TAC in another
place in regard to serious breaches of the Occupational
Health and Safety Act 2004 under section 21(1),
headed ‘Duties of employers to employees’; under
section 22(1)(b), headed ‘Duties of employers to
monitor health and conditions etc.’; under
sections 23(1) and 23(2), headed ‘Duties of employers
to other persons’; and under sections 26(1) and 26(2),
headed ‘Duties of persons who manage or control
workplaces’.
This matter relates to the dangerous condition of the
Seal Rocks Sea Life Centre at Point Grant, Phillip
Island. I am asking for a full and open investigation
and, if found substantiated, the laying of criminal
charges against the responsible minister and the
department secretary on the grounds that they ignored
the various reports commissioned by the government
and allowed employees and the general public to be
placed in a position where they may have been
seriously injured or killed.
As soon as they became aware of the various reports
that had been leaked to me the Minister for
Environment and the department secretary had a duty
of care to close not just the facility but also the site, as
recommended in the reports. The minister admitted that
he was aware of the safety issues when, in answer to a
question from me yesterday, 29 March, he said in part:
The works have been undertaken at Seal Rocks to make it
safe …

And further:
We have completed works to make that building safe.

In answer to a further question, also asked yesterday, he
said in part:
The government has had to make the buildings safe …

The various reports of respected consultants had been
prepared over 2003 and 2004, so the government has
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known of the dangerous condition of the building for at
least two years and has failed to act until the past couple
of months. A report says in part, under
‘Recommendations’:
Immediate actions
… to the best of our knowledge at this time there is a
significant level of deficiency in the structural adequacy of
major parts of the roof of this building when subject to wind
load events …
It is recommended that:
A management plan be implemented which (a) will
ensure closure of the building to the public and staff
during high winds and (b) which will ensure that no
significant —

loads are placed on the roof. It goes on to say:
The concern here is that a number of structural and
cladding elements for this building are prone to
significant movement under wind loads and as such the
adequacy of the fixings may be compromised.
No opportunity for the public or staff to use the building
for shelter purposes (either inside or outside the
building) during storm events …

I have also tried over the period since early 2005 to
obtain a copy of this report but have been denied access
by the department, and finally I was denied access by
the department head, Professor Lyndsay Neilson. I have
since taken the matter to the Victorian Civil and
Administrative Tribunal and await its response. The
government has fought access to this report tooth and
nail at taxpayers’ expense — and no wonder. This
report is damning in its findings and it damns the
government for its inaction in rectifying the building’s
dangerous conditions.

Disability services: government initiatives
Mr LANGUILLER (Derrimut) — The matter I
wish to raise is for the attention of the Minister for
Community Services. I ask the minister to take action
to consult and to work with the disability sector on the
implementation of recent reforms to disability services
provision. In saying this, and in asking for this action
from the minister, I wish to place on record my
appreciation of the opportunities the minister and the
government have given me in the last few years as chair
of the legislative review committee. I extend my
appreciation to the many colleagues with whom I have
worked in reviewing that legislation and recognise the
enormous contributions made in the process.
I have also acted and currently act as chair of the
Futures for Young Adults group, and again I wish to
extend my appreciation to the many people with whom
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I work whose partnership has ensured that this
government is in a position to bring about outcomes for
people with intellectual disabilities. In addition to that I
am currently the chair of the industry development plan
project reference group, which is concurrently and
similarly bringing about significant reforms to the
disability sector and for people with disabilities in the
state of Victoria.

are now even more expensive than purchasing the land.
In the last five years government-related charges have
increased by $54 000 in Melbourne, which equates to a
rise of 150 per cent, much more than an average
income. This is an impossible and unviable situation.
With the report indicating that costs will add between
$360 and $1445 per month in mortgage payments, it is
disaster for prospective home buyers.

I am very proud of the reforms this government has
brought about and I wish to take this opportunity to
commend the extraordinary stewardship of this
government and the minister in this area of disabilities.
They are significant reforms which I am sure will pass
the test of time and the reforms this sector has
experienced over the last 20 years.

I call on the government to rethink its policies on
infrastructure funding and development levies and
change the way it deals with land supply programs and
indeed deals with the costs associated with compliance.
If the government does not act now to reverse the
situation, the dream of new home ownership will be
further out of reach for a generation of Australians,
solely because of the inability of state and local
governments to properly assess the cost of the
increasing regulatory burden they place on people.
They do not give the building industry the opportunity
to offer cheaper, more effective and non-regulatory
means of meeting public policy objectives.

Housing: affordability
Mr PERTON (Doncaster) — I raise a matter for the
attention of the Premier, and that issue is the dramatic
impact of increased government charges on housing
affordability. The action I ask of the Premier is to
instigate an inquiry similar to the regulatory task force
convened by the federal government.
Generations of Australians have taken pride in home
ownership. This was recognised by Sir Robert Menzies
in his famous 1942 speech The Forgotten People,
which outlined his philosophies and those of the
nascent Liberal Party when he said:
The home is the foundation of sanity and sobriety; it is the
indispensable condition of continuity; its health determines
the health of society as a whole.
The material home represents the concrete expression of the
habits of frugality and saving ‘for a home of our own’.
National patriotism, in other words, inevitably springs from
the instinct to defend and preserve our own homes.

This dream of the quarter acre is fundamental to the
Australian psyche, yet here in Victoria it is under
serious threat. New research by the Residential
Development Council has found that housing
affordability is no longer based solely on consumer
confidence, interest rates and the concept of supply and
demand. Government costs now average a massive
25 per cent of new housing prices. A raft of
government-related charges, such as state infrastructure
levies, developer charges, local government fees and
compliance costs have increased dramatically and now
account for up to one-third of the price of a new
housing project.
Government taxes are now the second largest cost
associated with developing a new housing project and

I ask the Premier: why should this generation of
Australian new home buyers be penalised so severely
because of an inefficient and unnecessary government
regulation and compliance burden? What is the
government going to do about fixing this problem of
affordability to ensure that our children and our
grandchildren are able to have the most basic of
Australian democratic rights — that is, their own
home?

Cycling: Upfield shared pathway
Ms CAMPBELL (Pascoe Vale) — I raise a matter
for the attention of the Minister for Transport. The
action I seek is for him to ensure that VicRoads
seriously examines the Moreland City Council bid for
$600 000 in funding for the completion of the work on
the Upfield shared pathway north of Boundary Road to
Box Forest Road.
Today I was informed by Moreland City Council that it
has finalised its three important components of this
project — firstly, its survey of land between Boundary
Road and Box Forest Road; secondly, agreement with
the Fawkner Crematorium Memorial Trust; and thirdly,
all relevant information has been lodged with VicRoads
and Connex. Moreland council is ready to finalise this
section in the forthcoming financial year, and I want to
place on the public record congratulations to Nicholas
Elliot and Peter Brown, who have done a marvellous
job of pulling this project together. Patronage of the
Upfield shared pathway has increased dramatically over
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the last five years. Support from people on the council
has been indeed profound, and again I thank them.
With the government’s emphasis on non-vehicular
transport, cycling is a great alternative. It is healthy,
energy efficient and great for the environment. Any and
every effort to remove cyclists from Sydney Road will
only increase the number of cyclists on the pathway and
risks to safety. I thank those who provided supportive
letters for this project. I particularly want to mention the
Coburg Bicycle Users Group, including Laurie
Burchell, its founder, and members Ken McLeod, John
Pilla and Joe Zerillo. I also thank the Preston Bicycle
Users, particularly Richard Purcell, and the wonderful
Brunswick Bicycle Users Group.
I place on record my appreciation to Scott McKenzie;
Anthony Riddell; Russell Edis; Bruce McGregor;
Virginia Gough; Michelle Bennett; Frank Kinnersley;
Frans Timmerman; Justine Berndt; Anna Cavaleri;
Graeme Cross; Kelly Heffer; Ross Millward; Peter
Coombs; John Uscinski; Anna Strempel, the convenor
of the Brunswick Bicycle Users Group; Dan Price;
Fraser Brindley; Kelly Wickham, for her great role at
Sustainability Victoria; Anitra Nelson; Heather Gibbs;
Kelvin Thomson, our great local federal MP; Adrian
Cram; Chris Bydder; and Helen Jackson, the principal
of Pascoe Vale Girls Secondary College.
Moreland is providing the power, and I ask that
VicRoads and the minister provide the necessary
support and seriously examine this wonderful project,
because we are really looking forward to increasing the
number of cyclists in Moreland.

Responses
Ms GARBUTT (Minister for Community
Services) — The member for Derrimut has asked me
about the implementation of the Disability Bill, which
we passed perhaps no more than an hour ago. He has
rightly pointed out that consultation has been a feature
of developing this bill and we have worked at that over
three years. I wish to assure him that consultation will
be a feature of the implementation as well.
One of the things we did in developing the bill was to
establish a legislation reference group, which included
28 people from right across the sector who worked with
us every moment along the way and have supported
this legislation and understood its details and issues. I
would like to place on record my congratulations and
thankyous to the member for Derrimut. He led the task
force and was at nearly every one of the forums. He
followed the debates and the issues with great skill and
dealt with the relationships with great diplomacy. He
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has passion and energy for the field, and he did a great
job. I thought his speech in the Parliament yesterday
was one of the best I have heard.
I also want to place on record my thanks to my adviser,
Ian Parsons, who has followed the issues and whose
understanding of them is unparalleled. I thank him for
his wise advice and for his great commitment to the
field. Two people to single out from the department are
Arthur Rogers, executive director of disability services,
and Carnal Bennam, who headed up the legislative
team. They did a great job and worked on this for many
years, as I have said.
This is a significant reform. The Disability Bill sets new
directions. It is about seeing people with disabilities as
citizens of the community and opening up new options
for them and their families. It does not just see them as
clients of a few limited services, but sees a whole new
range of choices opening up. It is also about
recognising that the whole of government has
responsibility to people with disabilities. The whole of
the community has a responsibility to support people
with disabilities. That is why we have put in place
disability action plans for government departments,
statutory authorities and local governments. That is also
why we have followed the state disability plan, with its
emphasis on the whole-of-government,
whole-of-community approach.
This means that service systems have to be more
outward looking, focusing not just on the person but
also on how they take their place in the community.
There will have to be more flexibility in how services
are planned and delivered. All of that means we had to
put in stronger accountability, greater protection and
greater safeguards. We have done that comprehensively
throughout the legislation as well, including new
features such as the disability services commissioner,
who will report to Parliament in an independent
capacity. This is a great way to strengthen the rights of
and protections for people with a disability.
The bill takes us in some new directions. Of course
there will be some apprehension about that, so the
implementation will need to be done as carefully and
consultatively as the development of the bill was done.
We can reassure disability services that it is about
increasing the accountability of government — and
other service providers as well — not diminishing it. It
is about increasing choices, not limiting them.
We have had strong support from most of the sector.
My colleagues were able to quote letters from various
groups, including the Victorian Advocacy League for
Individuals with Disability; Action for Community
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Living; the public advocate, Julian Gardner; the Health
and Community Services Union; the chair of the
Disability Advisory Council of Victoria, Dr Rhonda
Galbally; the Victorian Coalition of ABI Service
Providers; and, of course, from Leadership Plus. So it
has received very strong support. Most of these people
or groups also inquired about how we will implement
this legislation. There has been some nervousness about
some issues, but as we develop the policies, practices
and guidelines around these initiatives, I am sure that a
lot of that nervousness will disappear.
We are very proud of this legislation. We think it takes
us in new directions that will significantly change life
for people with disabilities, their carers and families
and, of course, for us in the community. We will be
implementing it very carefully.
The DEPUTY SPEAKER — Order! The minister,
to respond to matters raised for the Minister for
Transport by the members for Nepean, Pascoe Vale and
Bulleen; for the Minister for Sport and Recreation in
the other place by the member for South Barwon; for
the Minister for Health by the members for Swan Hill
and Mitcham; for the Minister for Consumer Affairs in
another place by the member for Mordialloc; for the
Minister for WorkCover and the TAC in the other place
by the member for Bass; and for the Premier by the
member for Doncaster.
Ms GARBUTT (Minister for Community
Services) — I will undertake to raise these matters with
the relevant ministers and seek a response.
The DEPUTY SPEAKER — Order! The house
now stands adjourned.
House adjourned 6.07 p.m.
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