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The honorable member for Moonee 
Ponds raised the question of the ad­
vertising of high-powered motor 
cycles. I will discuss that with the 
Chief Secretary. Action which was 
taken some weeks ago in relation to 
a certain line of high-powered motor 
cars was effective. Their production 
seemed to come to a full stop. Some­
thing on similar lines may be effec­
tive with motor cycles. It is true 
that there is a long death and injury 
roll of young people using these high­
powered n10tor cycles. 

The honorable member for Greens­
borough asked a question about the 
portability of pensions. I have noth­
ing to add to the answer I gave him. 
It is not a straight-forward problem. 
There are many complications, only 
one of which is that relating to the 
interchangeability of people in com­
panies which, more and more, are 
operating interstate. Although we 
do not depart from the principle, it 
would be a far better scheme if it 
were adopted on an Australia-wide 
basis rather than by one State. This 
is one of the problems which is being 
examined. 

The honorable member for Coburg 
referred to a question he asked of the 
Minister of Health. The Minister is 
indisposed tonight but I shall ask him 
to communicate with the honorable 
member. I gather from what the 
honorable member said that he is 
dissatisfied with the sheaf of cor­
respondence he has managed to ac­
quire. If he wants a further answer 
to his question, I shall ask the Mini­
ster of Health to communicate with 
him. 

The SPEAKER (Sir Vernon 
Christie).-On the problem of the 
honorable member for Coburg, I will 
see, from the point of view of opera­
tions of the House, that the undoubted 
rights and privileges of the honorable 
member are well looked after. 

The motion was agreed to. 

The House adjourned at 11.6 p.m., 
u.ntil Tuesday, September 19. 

iIltgtaiatiut C!rnutttil. 
Tuesday, September 19, 1972. 

The PRESIDENT (the Hon. R. W. 
Garrett) took the chair at 4.55 p.m., 
and read the prayer. 

VICTORIAN RAILWAYS. 
LOSSES FROM SUBURBAN PASSENGER 

OPERATIONS. 
The Hon. B. P. DUNN (North­

Western Province) asked the Minister 
for Local Government-

(a) What was the total loss incurred by 
railway passenger operations on the sub­
urban lines in each of the financial years 
1967-68 to 1971-72? 

(b) What percentage of railway losses did 
these amounts account for in each of those 
financial years? 

The Hon. A. J. HUNT (Minister for 
Local Government).-The answer is 
statistical and I seek leave of the 
House to have it incorporated in Han­
sard without my reading it. 

Leave was granted, and the answer 
was as follows:-

The commissioners inform me that the 
necessary analysis of sectional operating 
results for 1971-72 is still being carried out. 

The most recent calculations made by the 
commissioners for the four preceding years 
were as follows :-

Year 

1967-68 
1968-69 
1969-70 
1970-71 

Loss on suburban Percentage of total 
passengers and parcels losses incurred 

$ 

5,120.000 
5,944,000 
5,921,000 
8,782,000 

% 

40·3 
39·9 
43·9 
41·2 

The above figures exclude interest, and 
depreciation for which no provision was 
made in the working expenses. 

The Hon. C. A. MITCHELL (West­
ern Province) asked the Minister for 
Local Government-

What losses were incurred by the Rail­
ways Commissioners on metropolitan rail­
way passenger services for the year ended 
30th June, 1972? 



Questions [19 SEPTEMBER, 1972.] on Notice. 285 

The Hon. A. J. HUNT (Minister for 
Local Government).-The answer 
is-

The commissioners inform me that oper­
ating results for 1971-72 have not yet been 
analysed into the various classes of service. 

The latest such analysis available is for 
1970-71, in which year the loss incurred on 
suburban passenger traffic (excluding in­
terest, and depreciation not provided for in 
the working expenses) was $8'782 million. 

MOTOR VEHICLES. 
ACCIDENTS: ALCOHOL CONSUMPTION. 

The Hon. C. A. MITCHELL 
(Western Province) asked the Mini­
ister for Local Government-

(a) How many people have been injured 
in car accidents in ,the years 1969, 1970 and 
1971, respectively? 

(b) In accidents involving death and in­
jury, what percentage could be attributed to 
alcohol consumption? 

The Hon A. J. HUNT (Minister for 
Local Government) .-The answer 
is-

(a) 1969 
1970 
1971 

23,821 
23,727 
21,371 

(b) As the honorable member will appre­
ciate, it is not possible to obtain accurate 
figures on the involvement of alcohol in road 
accidents involving death and injury. 

However, a survey undertaken on behalf 
of the Consultative Council on Road Acci­
dent Mortality indicates that alcohol is a 
particularly important factor in road acci­
dent casualties. 

This survey, which was of 200 randomly 
selected fatal single vehicle accidents, found 
that-

.. As with most road accidents, high 
blood alcohol levels o'ccur in a very sig­
nificant proportion of drivers in single 
vehicle accidents, about 50 per cent over­
all being affected. In many cases high 
blood alcohol and high speed occur to­
gether producing a fatal combination". 
An investigation by Dr. Hossack, Consul-

tative Surgeon to the Coroner, confirms the 
high involvement of alcohol in road fatali­
ties. 

Of 500 autopsies on road acddent victims 
performed by Dr. Hossack between June. 
1970, and July, 1971, 55 per cent of the 235 
drivers examined had ingested alcohol while 
approximately 50 per cent had blood alcohol 
levels greater than 100 mgms per ml (·10 
per cent) which is double the legal limit. 
The investigation also revealed that passen­
gers killed had similar blood alcohol levels 
to drivers killed. 

SOLDIER SETTLEMENT ACT. 

INTEREST RATES. 

The Hon. C. A. MITCHELL 
(Western Province) asked the Mini­
ster of Agriculture-

What action is bE·ing taken by the Gov­
ernment to relieve the interest burden of 
soldier settlers who took outside employ­
ment prior to the enactment of the Soldier 
Settlement (Amendment) Act 1972? 

Sir GILBERT CHANDLER (Mini­
ster of Agriculture).-The answer 
is-

During the passage of the Soldier Settle­
ment (Amendment) Bill through the House 
the Minister in charge of the legislation 
gave an undertaking that he would keep 
the matter under review in the light of his 
experience Un the administration of the 

amending legislation when it had been oper­
ative for some time. The matter is receiving 
consideration within the terms of that 
undertaking. 

EDUCATION DEPARTMENT. 
ADMISSIONS TO PRIMARY TEACHERS' 

COLLEGES. 

The Hon. C. A. MITCHELL 
(Western Province) asked the Mini­
ster for State Development and 
Decentralization-

Further to question No. 14 asked in this 
House on 14th March, 1972, what has been 
done regarding :the requirement that stu­
dents from technical schools must complelte 
seven years of secondary education before 
being eligible to enter primary teachers' 
colleges? 

The Hon. MURRAY BYRNE 
(Minister for State Development and 
Decentralization).-The answer is-

Consideration is being given to an 
amendment to the relevant regulations 
covering the course for Diploma of Teach­
ing, Primary, and to the academic require­
ments for entry to the course. An early 
decision is expected. 

PRIMARY SCHOOL LIBRARIANS. 

The Hon. C. A. MITCHELL 
(Western Province) asked the Mini­
ster for State Development and 
Decentralization-

Does the Government intend to improve 
the formula for the .appointment of lib­
rarians in primary schools; if not, why? 
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The Hon. MURRAY BYRNE 
(Minister for State Development and 
Decentralization).-The answer is-

Teacher librarians are appointed only to 
schools with central libraries. The pro· 
vision of subsldy 'assistance to erect cerutral 
libraries has been ex;tended from schools 
with a net enrolment of 330 pupils to 
schools with :a net enrolment of 225 pupils. 
Teacher librarians, as and when trained 
and available, will be appointed to schools 
with central libraries with enrolments 
between 225 and 330 pupils. In add~tion. 
an additional librarian is being appointed 
to each school with a central library and 
an enrolment of 900 or more pupils. 

SECONDARY TEACHERS: RECRUITMENT 
FROM OVERSEAS. 

The Hon. J. M. TRIPOVICH 
(Doutta Galla Province) asked the 
Minister for State Development and 
Decentralization-

In respect of the Broadmeadows, Buckley 
Park, Brunswick, Brunswick Girls, Essen· 
don, Fawkner, Glenroy, Hadfield, Lalor, 
North F~tzroy, Oak Park, Princes Hill, 
Strathmore, Thomastown, University, 'and 
Upfield high schools-

(a) What was the actual shortage of 
teachers as at 31st July, 1972? 

(b) How many teachers recruited from 
overseas countries and recently. arrived in 
Victoria hav~(i) been allocated duties; 
and (ii) actually taken up teaching duties? 

,..:" .... 
(c) What subjects are they qualified to 

teach? 

The Hon. MURRAY BYRNE 
(Minister for State Development and 
DecentraIization).-The Education 
Department has requested that Mr. 
Tripovich repeat the question on the 
first day of sitting next week. 1 think 
the honorable member will agree 
that a tremendous amount of re­
search and detail will be necessary 
to provide the answer. 

The Hon. J. M. TRIPOVICH 
(Doutta Galla Province) (By leave). 
-I put the question on the Notice 
Paper last week so that the depart­
ment would have a week in which to 
p,rovide the answer. 1 do not believe 
that so much research should be 
necessary with a project which has 
just been completed. 

The Hon. J. M. TRIPOVICH 
(Doutta Galla Province) asked the 
Minister for State Development and 
Decentralization-

(a) How many secondary school teachers 
have been recruited from overseas coun­
tries to date in the current recruiting pro­
gramme, indicating the countries they were 
recruited from? 

(b) How many have arrived and taken 
up teaching duties in each of the months 
January, 1972, to date? 

(c) How many have-( i) failed to keep 
their agreement; and (ii) resigned following 
service with the Education Department? 

The Hon. MURRAY BYRNE 
(Minister for State Development and 
Decentralization) .-The answer is-

(a) The .. current recruiting programme" 
in the question has been defined as the Vic­
torian teacher selection programme as it has 
operated in the twelv'e months from last 
August. It does not include overseas re­
cruits obtained by personal representation 
at the Education Department nor teachers 
recruited before last August. The figures are 
then as follows:-

From--United States of America 488 
Canada .. 219 
United Kingdom 131 

Total 838 

(b) Arrivals in 1972. 

United 
States of Canada United 
America Kingdom 

January 72 2S 
February 
March .. 
April .. 

95 . May .. 
June .. 
July 

2io 148 Iii; August 

(c) Of the above total number 15 (or 
1· 8 per cent) have resigned before com­
pleting the full period of service to which 
they had agreed .. 

MOOROOPNA HIGH SCHOOL. 

The Hon. M. A. CLARKE (Northern 
Province) asked the Minister for State 
Development and Decentralization-

In respect of th'e new Mooroo·pna High 
School-

(a) Have selective tenders been finalized 
for the permanent construction of proposed 
blocks C and F; if so, will these blocks be 
completed before the opening of the 1973 
school year? 
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(b) Does the Education Department in­
tend to install more portable class-rooms on 
the site for the 1973 school year; if so', will 
these include a home ,economics portable and 
a new-type science portable? 

(c) Will provision be made for additional 
staff-room accommodation in 1973; if 50, 
how? 

The Hon. MURRAY BYRNE 
(Minister for State Development and 
Decentralization) .-The answer is-

(a) Tenders for the construction of blocks 
C and F at Mooroopna High School are at 
present under consideration. The completion 
time stated in the contract documents is six 
months, so occupation is not anticipated 
until the end of term 1, 1973. 

(b) Yes. Additional portable class-rooms 
will be provided but the number and types 
have not yet been determined. 

(c) There is already a portable building 
on site for use for administration of the 
school and it is not intended to provide addi­
tional staff accommodation for 1973. 

WARRANDYTE LAND. 
SALE. 

The Hon. J. M. WALTON (Mel­
bourne North Province) asked the 
Minister for Local Government-

Will he lay on 'the table of the Library all 
files and documents relating to land situated 
off Pound Road, Warrandyte, purported to 
be sold by Mr. and Mrs. A. H. Croxford to 
Hooker Rex Estates? 

The Hon. A. J. HUNT (Minister for 
Local Government) .-The answer 
is-

The land situate off Pound Road, War­
randyte, formerly own·ed by Mr. and Mrs. 
A. H. Croxford, was zoned Residential C in 
the initial planning scheme of the Board of 
Works exhibited in 1954 and that zoning has 
continued unchanged. 

Land within a Residential C zone is in­
tended to be subdivided into residential al­
lotments ,and the only approvals necessary 
are those of the municipal council. The 
development of the land does not in any 
way require a planning permit from the 
Board of Works. 

Mr. and Mrs. Croxford acquired the 
greater portions of the land in 1955 and 
the remainder in 1965. After some earlier 
sales, the balance of the land held was sold 
by them under ,a terms contract of sale in 
July, 1971. 

There have been the normal references to 
the Board of Works by the municipal council 
of subdivisional plans. In December, 1971, 
some five months after the sale of the land, 
the Warrandyte Environment League sought 

rezoning of all land south of the Yarra 
River at Warrandyte, including the subject 
land, for Residential D purposes. The muni­
cipal council has now advised that it does 
not support the request of the Warrandyte 
Environment League and such request is 
contrary to the policies applied since the 
inception of the scheme in 1954. 

The relevant Melbourne and Metropolitan 
Board of Works files have been laid on the 
table of the Library. 

LAND CONSERVATION COUNCIL. 

POWERS OF CHAIRMAN. 

The Hon. C. A. MITCHELL 
(Western Province) asked the Mini­
ster of Housing-

(a) What power has the Chairm.an of the 
Land Conservation Council over matters re­
ferred to him, such :as new roads? 

(b) Has the chairman power to make 
recommendations to the Government con­
cerning any area prior to the study of such 
area by the council? 

The Hon. V. O. DICKIE (Minister 
of Housing).-The answer is-

(01) The function of the Land Conserva­
tion Council is to make recommendations to 
the Minister with respect to th'e use of 
public land in order to provide for the 
balanced use of land in Victoria. Recom­
mendations as to land use should be made 
only after a complete investigation of the 
area concern,ed. On occasions, the council 
has indicated that no decision should be 
taken on certain matters until a full investi­
gation has been carried out. The council 
holds the view that new coastal roads fall 
in the category where no action should be 
taken until a study has been made of the 
area concerned. The chairman of the coun­
cil has expressed these views. 

(b) The chair-man has no power to make 
recommendations as to the use of land prior 
to a study of the area concerned. 

STATE RIVERS AND WATER 
SUPPLY COMMISSION. 

BUCKLAND RIVER STORAGE. 

The Hon. A. K. BRADBURY 
(North-Eastern Province) asked the 
Minister for State Development and 
Decentraliza tion-

Has the Government accepted the Public 
Works Committee's recommendation to 
build a water storage on the Buckland River; 
if so-(i) what action has been taken; and 
(ii) when is it proposed to build such 
storage? 
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The HOD. MURRAY BYRNE 
(Minister for State Development and 
Decentralization) . -The answer is-

Yes. 
(i) The State Government has applied to 

the Commonwealth Government for financial 
assistance under the national water re­
sources development programme. Site in­
vestigations have been continued for the 
purpose of finalizing the design. 

(ii) No date can be fixed until funds 
become available. 

HOSPITALS AND CHARITIES 
COMMISSION. 

ALLOCATIONS FROM·CAPITAL FUNDS. 

The Hon. R. J. EDDY (Doutta 
Galla Province) asked the Minister of 
Housing-

What allocations were made from capital 
funds of the Hospitals and Charities Com­
mission for major projects in the years 
1968-69, 1969-70 and 1970-71? 

The Hon. V. O. DICKIE (Minister 
of Housing).-The ·answer is-

Allocations made from capital funds of 
the Hospitals and Charities Commission for 
major projects were----

$ 
1968-69--10,877,841 
1969-70-12,828,070 
1970-71-11,842,400 

The total capital funds allocations in these 
years were----

$ 
1968-69--12,723,000 
1969-70-14,823,000 
1970-71-13,443,500 

FOOTSCRAY AND DISTRICT HOSPITAL: 
BUILDING EXTENSIONS. 

The Hon. A. W. KNIGHT (Mel­
bourne West Province) asked the 
Minister of Housing-

(a) What proposals are envisaged for 
the extension of the Footscray and District 
Hospital to overcome the acute bed situa­
tion which exists at the hospital, and in the 
related services? 

(b) What actions are proposed for a new 
out-patients' department? 

( c) When will such work be commenced? 
The Hon. V. O. DICKIE (Minister 

of Housing).-The answer is-
(a), (b) and (c) Sketch plans were ap­

proved on 11th September, 1972, for build­
ing development estimated to cost 
$1'9 million and including the following :-

Basement: Extension to medical records, 
staff toilets and change-rooms. 

Ground Floor: Outpatients department, 
casualty clinics, casualty theatre, 
recovery areas and pharmacy. 

First Floor: Surgical and medical clinics. 
Second Floor: Ante-natal clinics, occupa­

tional therapy and physiotherapy 
departments. 

Provision is being made in the documents 
for the structure to be capable of taking 
a further two floors later so that this wing 
will match the height of the existing hos­
pital. 

Working drawings are now being pre­
pared and, subject to funds being available, 
construction should commence in 1973. 

The next stage proposed after comple­
tion of the casualty department includes ex­
tensions to the north side of the present 
hospital to provide additional beds estim­
ated to cost $2· 5 million. Some modifica­
tion of the engineering services will be 
necessary also. 

The commission recently approved of 
the working drawings and specifications for 
the east ward toilet blocks which are now 
out to tender. This work is estimated to 
cost $77,200. 

COUNTRY ROADS BOARD. 
EXPENDITURE. 

The Hon. C. A. MITCHELL 
(Western Province) asked the Minis­
ter for Local Government-

(a) In each of the years 1970-71 and 
1971-72, how much has been spent by the 
Country Roads Board in metropolitan and 
country areas, respectively? 

(b) Will expenditure in the metropolitan 
area be increased; if so, at what rate? 

The Hon A. J. HUNT (Minister for 
Local Government) .-The answer 
is-

Within the Outside the 
Year Melbourne Melbourne 

1970-71 
1971-72 

Metropolitan Planning Metropolitan Planning 
Area· Area 

$ 

28.346.000 
29.335.000 

$ 

51.213.000 
51.784.000 

• This area includes much rural land. The 
above figures include expenditure by the 
Country Roads Board from the Roads 
(Special Projects) Fund. 

(b) The 'expenditure in both metropolitan 
and country areas will increase progres­
sively. 
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HOUSING COMMISSION. 
UNITS CONSTRUCTED: OCCUPANTS. 

The Hon. R. J. EDDY (Doutta 
Galla Province) asked the Minister of 
Housing-

(a) What total number of units (house 
and flat) have been constructed by the 
Housing Commission since its inception? 

(b) What is the estimated total number 
of persons occupying units? 

(c) What number of units are occupied 
by-(i) pensioners; (ii) rebated rental 
families; (iii) purchase families; and (iv) 
tenant families? 

The Hon. V. O. DICKIE (Minister 
of Housing).-The answer is-

(a) Houses 57,372 
Flats 15,449 

Total 

(b) 300,000. 
(c) (i) 8,413 

(ii) 425 
(iii) 33,413 

72,821 

(iv) 30,995 (includes 425 given under 
(ii) above). 

AMBULANCE SERVICES. 

FOR COBDEN. 

The Hon. C. A. MITCHELL 
(Western Province) asked the Minis­
ter of Housing-

What is the Government's intention re­
garding the provision of an ambulance for 
Cobden? 

The Hon. V. O. DICKIE (Minister 
of Housing).-The answer is-

The Hospitals and Charities Commission 
and the South Western District Ambulance 
Service, which is responsible for the am~ 
bulance region in which Cobden is situated, 
have studied statistics of ambulance usage 
in the area over a period of eighteen months 
to 30th June, 1972. They considered also 
the services available-a full-time ambu­
lance station at Camperdown only 9 miles 
away on a good sealed road, and another 
full-time station at Terang 16 miles away. 

There is a bush nursing 'hospital at Cob­
den and a public hospital at Camperdown. 

The commission believes there are more 
urgent needs at present in other parts of 
Victoria, but I have requested it to review 
the Cobden ambulance proposal from time 
to time as the need arises. 

POLICE DEPARTMENT. 
ALTONA NORTH POLICE STATION. 

The Hon. A. W. KNIGHT (Mel­
bourne West Province) asked the 
Minister for Local Government-

(a) When will work start on the Altona 
North police station? 

(b) What is envisaged in regard to the 
station's operation, and what area is it 
proposed to serve? 

(c) Will the station's operation be affec­
ted by the recent decision to enlarge the 
Sunshine and St. Albans police areas? 

The Hon. A. J. HUNT (Minister for 
Local Government) .-The answer is-

(a) This project, which provides for a 
police district headquarters complex in­
cluding a 24-hour police station, has been 
designated by the Treasury as "schematic 
design" in the police works and services 
programme for 1972-73. However, the 
Chief Secretary has requested the Public 
Works Department t9 expedite the prepara­
tion of a detailed estimate with a view to 
having the work commenced as soon as pos­
sible. 

(b) The police station will provide a 24-
hour coverage of the municipality of Altona. 

(c) No. 

FISHING INDUSTRY. 
MERCURY CONTENT OF FISH: 

REHABILITATION OF INDUSTRY. 

The Hon. C. A. MITCHELL (West­
ern Province) asked the Minister of 
Housing-

(a) Will the Government increase the 
permissible mercury content in fish to· 1 
part per million for school shark? 

(b) What action (such as research into 
all types of fishing) is the Government tak­
ing to rehabilitate the fishing industry? 

(c) \Vhat provisions are being made to 
compensate shark fishermen? 

The Hon. V. O. DICKIE (Minister 
of Housing) .-The answer is-

(a) As the Premier has already announ­
ced, the Government will abide by the 
standard maintained by the National Health 
and Medical Research Council. Earlier this 
month, the public health committee of the 
council reaffirmed the present maximum 
mercury content level of 0.5 parts per mil­
lion. 

However, new submissions will be made 
to the council by the Government for an 
increase in the level to 1 part per million. 

(b) I assume the honorable member is 
-referring to that part of the fishing industry 
dependent upon the taking of shark and I 
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point out that the Government has agreed 
to assist such fishermen to diversify by low 
interest loans from the Rural Finance and 
Settlement Commission. 

Officers of the Fisheries and Wildlife 
Branch and gear and technical officers from 
the Commonwealth Department of 'Primary 
Industry are, at present, consulting with 
fishermen and representatives of the fishing 
industry to develop plans for the develop­
ment of existing and potential fisheries to 
the advantage of displaced fishermen. 

(c) This is receiving consideration. 

DEPARTMENT OF HEALTH. 
MATERNAL AND CHILD WELFARE 

BRANCH: VISITS TO KINDERGARTENS. 

The Hon. C. A. MITCHELL (West­
ern Province) asked the Minister of 
Housing-

(a) Why have visits to kindergartens by 
area supervisors from the Maternal and 
Child Welfare Branch of the Department of 
Health been curtailed? 

(b) As some kindergartens have not had 
a visit from a supervisor for well over 
twelve months, when will regular visits 
resume? 

The Hon. V. O. DICKIE (Minister 
of Housing).-The answer is-

(a) It has been necessary to curtail the 
number of visits to individual kindergartens 
by kindergarten supervisors because of in­
creases in the numbers of supervised kinder­
gartens without corresponding increases in 
the number of supervisors. 

During the preceding ten years the total 
number of subsidized pre-school centres 
has increased from 556 to 852. In addition 
to the average increase of 30 centres a year 
the Presbyterian Kindergarten Council has 
ceased to be responsible for the supervision 
of its kindergartens and consequently the 
full supervision of another 30 kindergartens 
has been added to the work load of the De­
partment of Health. Only one extra supervi­
sor position has been created during that 
time. The number of visits per centre varies. 
It has become necessary to give priority for 
additional visits to centres where commit­
tees, children or teachers have special diffi­
culties. 

(b) One area had particular difficulty be­
cause its supervisor was on extended sick 
leave and was finally superannuated and 
other supervisors employed in the depart­
ment had no time available to take over her 
work. Regular visits to all pre-school 
centres will resume but without a substan­
tial increase in the number of kindergarten 
supervision staff it will not be possible to 
re-establish the number of visits per kinder­
garten given many years ago. 

MELBOURNE KINDERGARTEN TEACHERS 
TRAINING COLLEGE: STUDENTS 
LIVING ALLOWANCES. 

The Hon. C. A. MITCHELL 
(Western Province) asked the Mini­
ster for State Development and 
Decentralization-

What steps does the Government intend 
to take to provide all students at the Mel­
bourne KindergaIiten Teachers College with 
a living allowance equiv,alent in value to 
the studentships available to all State pri­
mary and secondary student teachers? 

The Hon. MURRAY BYRNE 
(Minister for State Development and 
Decentralization).-The answer is-

Each year requests are submitted to the 
Treasury by the Department of HeaUh for 
appropriate increases in all types of bur­
saries payable through the Department of 
Health. 

In preparing the Budget, the Government 
allocates funds bearing in mind the com­
parative needs of the v:arious persons and 
organizations concerned. A~though there 
are vacancies ;for students at the Kinder­
garten Teachers Training College there is 
no appreciable shortage of persons accepted 
by :the Department of Health :as qualified 
to conduct kiridergartens. 

FISHERIES AND WILDLIFE 
BRANCH. 

HELMETED HONEYEATER. 

The Hon. V. T. HAUSER (Boronia 
Province) asked the Minister of 
Housing-

Is the Minister for Conservation aware 
that experts believe that a rare species of 
bird known as a helmeted honeyeater 
(meliphaga cassidix) (which is found in a 
declared fauna reserve covering some 412 
acres along the Cockatoo, Woori Yallock 
and Sheep Station creeks) is in danger of 
becoming extinct; if so, in order to protect 
this rare species of bird, of which a maxi­
mum number of 250 is considered to exist, 
is the Minister prepared to-(i) fence the 
declared fauna reserve to prevent cattle 
grazing and tr.ampling down the ground 
cover, thus allowing growth to occur; and 
(ii) have the areas replanted with manna 
gums, swamp gums and tea-trees to provide 
the necessary food supply and ground cover 
for nesting, etc.? 

The Hon. V. O. DICKIE (Minister 
of Housing) .-The answer is-

I 'am infor.med by my colleague, the Mini­
ster for Conservation, that he is aware of 
the situation regarding the helmeted honey­
eater in the YeUingbo area and, indeed, that 
the Fisheries and Wildlife Branch has been 
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closely associated with efforts to ascertain 
the population of the species and with pro­
jects aimed at cons-erving the species. 

As the honorable member will be aware, 
the Y.ellingbo State Faunal Reserve has a 
lengthy boundary and the high cost of sur­
veying and fencing has precluded the en­
closure of the reserve. 

In the circumstances, the branch, in con­
junction with the Bird Observers Club has 
concentrated on making local landholders 
aw:are of the existence of the species and 
its low population and encouraging land­
holders not to further clear lowl:and areas 
along the creek and to promote natural 
vegetation in the area. 

The efforts of the branch and the club 
have been met with some success with land­
holders. 

ENVIRONMENT PROTECTION ACT. 
PROCLAMATION. 

For the Hon. R. W. MAY (Gipps­
land Province) , the Hon. A. R. 
Mansell asked the Minister of 
Housing-

When will the inoperative sections of the 
Environment Protection Act 1970 be pro-
claimed? . 

The Hon. V. O. DICKIE (Minister 
of Housing) .-The answer is-

In December, 1972. 

CHILDREN. 
CRUEL TY BY PARENTS. 

The Hon. R. J. EDDY (Doutta 
Galla Province) asked the Minister of 
Housing-

(a) How many children have died as a 
result of ill-treatment by parents or de facto 
paren ts over the past two years, stating 
what injuries or complaints caused the 
death of these children? 

(b) How many parents or de facto- parents 
have been charged in connection with ill­
treatment or neglect, and what were they 
charged with? 

(c) How many of those charged were 
subsequently convicted, and what was the 
penalty in each case? 

(d) How many children have been treated 
in hospitals for ill-treatment or neglect, 
stating-(i) the hospitals where they were 
treated; and (ii) the extent of injuries or 
neglect? 

The Hon. V. O. DICKIE (Minister 
of Housing) .-The answer is-

(a) (b) (c) and (d) 
There is no central point yet established 

for the centr.alized recording of all such 
instances coming to notice in the various 
hospitals and courts to make this informa­
tion available at this time. 

A system for the purpose will be set up 
as part of the survey now directed by the 
Government to be undertaken by the Health, 
Social Welfare, and Chief Secretary's de­
partments, in conjunction with the Royal 
Children's Hospital. Expenditure of $17,000 
has been approved for this survey, which will 
examine in depth the incidence and causes 
of ill-treatment of children, as well as 
measures fo'r prevention. 

PERSONAL EXPLANATION. 
The Hon. D. E. KENT (Gippsland 

Province) (By leave) .-1 wish to 
make a personal explanation. Last 
week during Mr. McDonald's speech 
on the motion for the adoption of an 
Address-in-Reply to the Governor's 
Speech, in my attempt to assist I in­
terjected, "Do you support the tree 
pull scheme? " An error was made in 
the reporting of my interjection, and 
it is recorded in the latest proof copy 
of Hansard as, "Do you support the 
Trades Hall gang?" The tape, record­
ing has been checked, and it has veri­
fied that I said, "the tree pull 
scheme." As every honorable mem­
ber knows, I would not make a state­
ment such as that recorded in Han­
sard. I wished to make that explana­
tion for the record. 

CO-OPERATIVE HOUSING 
SOCIETIES BILL. 

This Bill was received from the 
Assembly and, on the motion of the 
Hon. V. O. DICKIE (Minister of Hous­
ing), was read a first time. 

LIMITATION OF ACTIONS (PER­
SONAL INJURIES) BILL. 

This Bill was received from the 
Assembly and, on the motion of the 
Hon. A. J. HUNT (Minister for Local 
Government), was read a first time. 

ALBERT PARK LAND BILL. 
This Bill was received from the 

Assembly and, on the motion of Sir 
GILBERT CHANDLER (Minister of 
Agriculture), was read a first time. 

MONTROSE LAND BILL. 
This Bill was received from the 

Assembly anq, on the motion of Sir 
GILBERT CHANDLER (Minister of 
Agriculture), was read a first time. 
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YARRAVILLE (RECREATION 
GROUND) LANDS (AMENDMENT) 

BILL. 
This Bill was received from the 

Assembly and, on the motion of Sir 
GILBERT CHANDLER (Minister of 
Agriculture), was read a first time. 

STATE RIVERS AND WATER 
SUPPLY COMMISSION (SPECIAL 

PROJECTS) BILL. 
This Bill was received from the 

Assembly and, on the motion of the 
Hon. MURRAY BYRNE (Minister for 
State Development and Decentraliza­
tion), was read a first time. 

SUPPLY (OCTOBER TO DECEMBER) 
BILL. 

This Bill was received from the 
Assembly and, on the motion of Sir 
GILBERT CHANDLER (Minister of 
Agriculture), was read a first time. 

WRONGS BILL. 
The Hon. A. J. HUNT (Minister for 

Local Government), by leave, moved 
for leave to bring in a Bill to make 
provision for extending the period 
within which actions in respect of 
wrongful acts or neglect causing death 
may be brought, to amend Parts III. 
and IV. of the Wrongs Act 1958 and 
for other purpo~es. 

The motion was agreed to. 

The Bill was brought in and read a 
first time. 

Y ARRA VALLEY (PROHIBITION OF 
HIGHWAYS) BILL. 

The Hon. J. W. GALBALLY (Mel­
bourne North Province), by leave, 
moved for leave to bring in a Bill to 
make provision with respect to the 
preservation of the Yarra Valley by 
prohibiting the construction of streets 
and roads along the River Yarra. 

The motion was agreed to. 

The Bill was brought in and read a 
first time. 

LOCAL GOVERNMENT FINANCE. 
REPORT OF BOARD OF INQUIRY. 

The Hon. A. J. HUNT (Minister for 
Local Government) presented, by 
command of His Excellency the Gov­
ernor, the report of the Board of In­
quiry into Local Government Finance 
in Victoria. 

It was ordered that the report be 
laid on the table. 

The Hon. J. W. GALBALLY (Mel­
bourne North Province) .-1 move-

That the report of the Board of Inquiry 
into Local Government Finance in Victoria 
be taken into consideration on the next day 
of meeting. 

The motion was agreed to. 

PAPERS. 
The following papers, pursuant to 

the directions of several Acts of Par­
liament, were laid upon the table by 
the Clerk:-
Country Roads Act 1958-

Western Freeway Gordon Section 
(Animals) By-law 1972 (S.R. No. 
254). 

Western Freeway Gordon Section 
(Pedestrians, Bicyclists and Agri­
cultural Machinery) By-law 1972 
(S.R. No. 255). 

Education Act 1958-Resumption of land 
at Keilor and Northcote-Certificates of 
the Minister of Education (two papers). 

Friendly Societies and Benefit Associations 
-Report of the Government Statist for 
the year 1969-70. 

Labour and Industry Act 1958-Labour and 
Industry (Tractor Safety) Regulations 
1972 (S.R. No. 251). 

Marketable Securities Act 1970-Market­
able Securities (Further Authorized Trus­
tee Corporations) Regulations 1972 (S.R. 
No. 252). 

National Museum-Report of the Council 
for the year 1971-72. 

Public Service Act 1958-Public Service 
(Public Service Board) Regulations­
Regulations amended (Nos. 286 to 291) 
(six papers). 

Railways Act 1958-Victorian Railways 
Commissioners Amendment to Regulation 
No. 66, Clause 131 (S.R. No. 253). 

State Savings Bank-Reports, statements, 
returns, etc., fo·r the year 1971-72. 
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Town and Country Planning Act 1961-

City of Knox Planning Scheme 1965-­
Amendment No. 82, 1970. 

City of Mildura Planning Scheme­
Amendment No.4, 1972. 

CO-OPERATIVE HOUSING 
SOCIETIES BILL. 

The Hon. V. O. DICKIE (Minister 
of Housing) .-1 move-

That this Bill be now read a second time. 

This small Bill contains six amend­
ments of some importance. Two of 
the amendments relate to the bank­
ruptcy of a member of a co-operative 
housing society, two are designed to 
facilitate the management of older 
societies, and the other two propo­
sals affect the future operations of 
societies. 

Section 7 of the Act provides, inter 
alia, that any person who is not under 
the age of sixteen years shall be elig­
ible to be a member of a co-operative 
housing society, and that a member 
over the age of eighteen years may 
borrow from a society. In that con­
text, a person is viewed as an indi­
vidual. 

Where a member of a society be­
comes bankrupt, his assets, including 
his shares in the society, vest in the 
Official Receiver in Bankruptcy or 
other trustee of his estate under Com­
monwealth bankruptcy law. In a 
number of eases in recent years, the 
Official Receiver in Bankruptcy has 
requested a society to register him as 
the owner of the shares or interest of 
a bankrupt member. However, this is 
not permitted under the Act even 
though the shares may be vested in 
the Official Receiver in Bankruptcy in 
equity. Some years ago, a similar 
difficulty arose in relation to execu­
tors and administrators of estates of 
deceased members and the Act was 
amended to overcome the problem. 

Clauses 2 and 3 of the Bill, which 
should be read together, suitably 
amend sections 7 and 24, respectively, 
to enable the Official Receiver in 
Bankruptcy to become the holder of 
the shares or interest of a bankrupt 
member until he is in a position to 

transfer the shares to an eligible per­
son, or until the shares are withdrawn 
or transferred in accordance with the 
Act and the rules of the society. It 
is pointed out that, although the 
Official Receiver in Bankruptcy will 
be the registered holder of shares 
which, of course, carry certain rights 
of membership, it is not intended or 
desired that he be permitted to vote 
at meetings or become a director of 
the society. 

Clause 4 seeks to amend, in two 
respects, section 48 of the Act which 
provides that-
the business and operations of a society 
shall be managed and controlled by a board 
of directors. 

Sub-section (7) fixes the minimum 
number of directors at five and 
sub-section (8) provides that meet­
ings of the board-
shall be held at least once every two calen­
dar months. 

Owing to premature discharges of 
mortgages given by members in res­
pect of advances granted, many of 
the older and smaller societies are 
now in the position of having only 
8 to 10 members, including 5 
directors who, in the majority of 
cases, are not borrowing members 
but, rather, could be classed as "pro­
fessional" directors of co-operative 
housing societies. Some of the older 
societies are now experiencing great 
difficulty in replacing members who, 
for some reason or another, cease 
to be directors. This is particularly 
evident in the larger groups where 
a person could be a director of ten 
or even twenty societies. 

If, for example, such a director 
died and a replacement had to be 
found, the incoming director who, 
naturally, was a member of only one 
society in the group, would be re­
quired to pay back dues in respect 
of one share in each society of 
which he is to be a member and 
director. Depending on the time the 
societies concerned have been in 
operation, the new director could be 
required to pay amounts which, in 
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the aggregate, vary between $200 
and $750. It will be appreciated 
that, in the circumstances, a replace­
ment is not readily found. There­
fore, sub-clause (l) of clause 4 pro­
poses that, in certain circumstances, 
the registrar may authorize a society 
to carry on business with a minimum 
of three directors. 

As already indicated, the board of 
directors of a society is required to 
meet at least once every two calen­
dar months. This is rather ludicrous 
in the case of a society with only 
five or six borrowing members and 
when, in fact, the society has become 
little more than a collecting agency. 
The amendment proposed in sub­
clause (2) of clause 4, which is in 
line with a similar provision in the 
Co-operation Act, is considered to be 
warranted and most certainly will 
assist societies' administrations gene­
rally. 

Sub-section (1) of section 75 of 
the Act provides that, in respect of 
guarantees given pursuant to section 
73, the liability of the Treasurer of 
Victoria shall not exceed $200 
million. That limit was fixed by 
amending Act No. 7264 which was 
assented to in November, 1966. At 
30th June, 1972, the total amount of 
guarantees subsisting was $199·674 
million, leaving a balance of only 
$326,000 available for new guaran­
tees, with applications on hand ex­
ceeding that amount. The need for 
an increase is therefore apparent. 

The long-term loans obtained by 
societies from institutions and 
guaranteed by the Government at 
30th June, 1972, had been raised from 
the following sources:-

$ 
million 

State Savings Bank of 
Victoria .. 39·851 

Commonwealth Bank-
ing Corporation .. 91·580 

Private trading and 
savings banks 50·003 

Insurance and assur­
ance companies 

The Hon. V. O. Dickie. 
12·940 

Friendly societies 
Government instru-

mentalities 
Miscellaneous 

$ 
0·800 

2·350 
2·150 

199·674 

It will be appreciated that increas­
ing the guarantees limit will not in 
itself provide more finance for socie­
ties. The money still has to be 
raised and, in recent years, this has 
become an onerous and increasingly 
difficult task. 

In addition to the institutional 
finance, there is the money made 
available during the past sixteen 
years from the Home Builders 
Accounts. Of course, as this money 
is actually provided by the Govern­
ment, it is not included in the 
guarantee figures. To 30th June 
last, $180,894,225 had been advanced 
from the accounts while, under the 
new arrangements negotiated with 
the Commonwealth last year, a 
further amount of $11,654,250 will be 
provided during the current financial 
year, making a total of $192,548,475. 
There are now 1,429 societies, of 
which 580 have been financed from 
the Home Builders Accounts. The 
purpose of the amendment contained 
in clause 5 is simply to increase, to 
$220 million, the aggregate liability 
which the Treasurer may incur under 
guarantees. 

Under section 76 of the Act, the 
Treasurer of Victoria may indemnify 
a society against so much of a loss 
sustained by the society in respect of 
an advance as is directly attributable 
to the fact that the amount of ad­
vance, reduced by the value of the 
share capital of the member, exceeds 
80 p'er centum of the value of the 
security. Sub-section (1) of section 
77 of the Act currently limits the 
aggregate liability which the Trea· 
surer may incur under such indemni­
ties to $2 million. 

Indemnities subsisting at 30th 
June, 1972, totalled 3,593 and the 
aggregate liability in respect of those 
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indemnities was $1,997,606. It is 
necessary, therefore, to extend the 
amount of the liability which the 
Treasurer may incur, to enable socie­
ties to continue to make high percent­
age advances. 

It is interesting to note that, since 
the inception of co-operative housing 
in this State, 8,115 advances, or more 
than 10 per cent of all advances 
approved by societies, have been 
indemnified by the Government. A 
remarkable feature of the scheme is 
that, during the 27 years of its opera­
tion, the Government has been 
required to payout only $1,067 in 
respect of claims made under such 
indemnities. Clause 6 provides for an 
increase in the liability which the 
Treasurer may incur under indemni­
ties to $3 million. I commend the Bill 
to the House. 

On the motion of the Hon. J. M. 
TRIPOVICH (Doutta Galla Province), 
the debate was adjourned. 

It was ordered that the debate be 
adjourned until Tuesday, September 
26. 

LIMITATION OF ACTIONS 
(PERSONAL INJURIES) BILL. 

The Hon. A. J. HUNT (Minister for 
Local Government) .-1 move-

That this Bill be now read a second time. 

Most honorable members are aware 
that the time limit within which 
action for personal injury can be 
brought is three years from the date 
on which the cause of action arises. 
Basically, this is a sound rule to avoid 
the possibility of legal proceedings 
dragging on indefinitely, but it does 
work a particular injustice in limited 
circumstances. For example, there 
are cases where a worker may have 
been exposed to a deleterious process 
over a long period and that process 
occasions a gradual development of a 
disease which manifests itself per­
haps as late as twenty years after the 
first exposure to the process. As the 
law now stands, the worker would 
be precluded from taking any action 
against his employer to recover 
damages, the cause of a'ction would 

be held to have occurred at a time 
long s'ince passed and outside the 
period allowed for action. 

This issue was referred to the Chief 
Justice's Law Reform Committee, 
which agreed that this anomaly and 
injustice to workers ought certainly 
to be removed. However, in the 
course of its studies, the Chief Jus­
tice's Law Reform Committee decided 
that any amendment should go 
further and, in respect of per­
sonal injury claims generally, the time 
limit should be relaxed to enable pro­
'Ceedings to be "instituted within a 
year after the material facts became 
known to the injured party. 

That, in fact, is what the Bill does. 
It implements the report of the Chief 
Justice's Law Reform Committee and 
enables action, which would other­
'wise be statute barred because of the 
lapse of time since the cause of action 
initially occurred, to be instituted 
within one year after the cause 
becomes known to the injured party. 

The Hon. M. A. CLARKE.-Does the 
injured party have to apply to the 
court for this? 

The Hon. A. J. HUNT.-No. There 
is a power in the court to extend the 
period for a further year provided 
that application is made within that 
year. This Bill is retrospective in its 
operation. I appreciate that retro­
spectivity is not a matter which this 
Parliament normaUy treats lightly. 
However, in this case, it clearly is 
essential that the Bill should operate 
to relieve problems occasioned at the 
present time for injured parties who 
would otherwise have no redress at 
law. 

I have with me copies of the several 
reports of the Chief Justice's Law 
Reform Committee and I 'lay them on 
the table for the information of hon­
orable members. I commend the Bill, 
including its retrospective provisions, 
to the House. 

On the motion of the Hon. J. W. 
GALBALL Y (Me'lboume North Pro­
vince), the debate was adjourned. 

It was ordered that the debate be ad­
journed until Tuesday, September 26. 
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WRONGS BILL. 
The Hon A. J. HUNT (Minister for 

Local Government) .-1 move-
That this Bill be now read a second time. 

Its purpose is to give effect to re­
commendations contained in reports 
adopted by the Chief Justice's Law 
Reform Committee. As will be seen 
from the Bill, there are two distinct 
groups of amendments. One group 
of amendments affects section 20 of 
the Act, which deals with the limita­
tion of actions brought in respect of 
any wrongful act, neglect or default 
causing death. The other group of 
amendments affects section 24 of the 
Act, which deals generally with the 
rights of tort-feasors, namely persons 
who commit a wrong not being ex­
clusively a breach of contract, to 
recover contribution from each other. 

The provisions of the Bill which 
affect section 20 of the Act implement 
recommendations in reports dated 
8th December, 1970, and 22nd Feb­
ruary, 1972, adopted by the Chief Jus­
tice's Law Reform Committee. The 
reports deal with proposed legisla­
tion in respect of actions for dam­
ages resulting from the death of a 
person, where the deceased did not 
know, and could not have known, of 
the material facts more than a year 
before his death. In this sense, the 
measure is complementary to the 
Bill which 1 previously explained to 
the House. 

The amendments of section 24 of 
the Act that are contained in the Bill 
implement recommendations in a re­
port dated 24th June, 1970, adopted 
bv the Chief Justice's Law Reform 
Committee. These amendments, 
which were found to raise consider­
able difficulties, are designed to 
remove anomalies in the limitations 
imposed on defendants as to. the 
time within which they are entItled 
to give notice of contribution to co­
defendants or join a tort-feasor as a 
third party. 

I do not propose to deal with the 
clauses in detail unless honorable 
members so desire. Clearly, the ex­
planation which I gave about 

the last Bill covers the first matter 
to which I have referred on this 
measure. On the subject of joining 
tort-feasors, proceedings to join tort­
feasors as co-defendants may be 
commenced within any time twelve 
months after the writ in the original 
action was served. That principle is 
clearly self-evident. If an action is 
taken close to the existing time limit 
of three years and the writ is served 
a little after the expiration of three 
years, and the defendant joins a co­
defendant or third party, he may now 
be debarred by law from doing so. 
The provisions of this BiB will ensure 
that the defendant will have a year 
in which to take this action. The two 
Bills I have explained to the House 
are companion measures. I have 
circulated detailed comments on the 
clauses and copies of the reports of 
the Chief Justice's Law Reform Com­
mittee are available. I commend the 
Bill to the House. 

On the motion of the Hon. J. W. 
GALBALL Y (Melbourne North Pro­
vince), the debate was adjourned. 

It was ordered that the debate be 
adjourned until Tuesday, September 
26. 

ALBERT PARK LAND BILL. 
Sir GILBERT CHANDLER (Minis­

ter of Agriculture) .-1 move--
That this Bill be now read a second time. 

It relates to the South Melbourne 
Cricket Ground and the St. Kilda 
Cricket Ground which are both 
located in the Crown reserve known 
as Albert Park. Albert Park was per­
manently reserved in 1876 as a site 
for a public park. The reserve has 
been placed under the control of a 
committee of management consisting 
of twelve members, six of whom are 
Government representatives, with 
three representatives of each of the 
councils of the two municipal districts 
in which the reserve is situated. 

The history of the cricket grounds 
goes back much further than the per­
m~n~nt reservation in 187n. The St. 
KHrla Cricket Club was first given 
authority to enter into possession of 
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a defined area in 1856, and the 
South Melbourne Cricket Club was 
granted occupancy of its site in 1862. 
The grounds are presently occupied 
by the respective cricket clubs under 
agreements from the committee of 
management. In the case of each 
ground the cricket club and the foot­
ball club concerned are to combine to 
form a corporate body. 

Extensive improvements are pro­
posed to be made to the grounds and 
facilities, and the corporate bodies 
will need to raise finance to effect the 
works. In the circumstances, it is 
considered that the occupations ought 
to be put on a proper basis by seek­
ing the necessary authority to em­
power the committee of management 
to grant leases of the grounds, and 
t.hat is the purpose of the Bill. 

Honorable members will recall that 
in recent years similar action has 
been taken in respect of certain other 
grounds on Crown reserves occupied 
by district cricket clubs and Vic­
torian Football League clubs. 

Clause 1 of the Bill cites the short 
title. Clause 2 provides, firstly, that 
the lands shown in the plans in the 
schedule may be leased by the com­
mittee of management for the pur­
poses of sport or recreation or social 
activities or purposes connected there­
with; secondly, that any lease shall 
be subject to approval by the Gover­
nor in Council, be subject to such 
covenants as the committee thinks fit, 
and for a term not exceeding 21 years; 
thirdly, that the lease rentals shall 
be applied to the maintenance of the 
balance of the reserve; and fourthly, 
the usual provision that no liability 
shall attach to the Crown. The 
schedule includes the plans of the two 
grounds. 

Honorable members will agree that 
this is a trend in the right direction 
with cricket clubs and football clubs 
occupying these grounds jointly. They 
can work together and in the interests 
of those people who use these 
grounds. This will prove of great 
benefit in the years ahead. I com­
mend the Bill to the House. 

On the motion of the Hon. D. G. 
ELLIOT (Melbourne Province), the 
debate was adjourned. 

It was ordered that the debate be 
adjourned until Tuesday, September 
26. 

MONTROSE LAND BILL. 
Sir GILBERT CHANDLER (Mini­

ster of Agricul ture) .-1 move-
That this Bill be now read a second time. 

Its purpose is to close that part of 
Henry Street at Montrose which 
abuts the Montrose Primary School 
site. It is proposed that the land 
comprised therein be reserved as an 
addition to the existing State school 
reserve. The school reserve, which 
lies on the south-east side of the part 
of Henry Street to be closed, contains 
2 acres and was temporarily reserved 
in 1879. . 

The Minister of Education has pur­
chased about 2 acres of freehold land 
on the opposite side of the part of 
He·nry Street concerned. The road 
closing is sought by the Education 
Department in the interest of the 
safety of the f.chool children, to con­
solidate the school lands for the 
proper and efficient use of the prop­
erty, and at the same time provide 
additional playing area. The council 
of the Shire of Lillydale has con­
sented to the road being closed, pro­
vided that pedestrian access is al­
lowed to continue. The Education 
Department has accepted the 
council's condition. 

The Country Roads Board, the Mel­
bourne and Metropolitan Board of 
Works, the Gas and Fuel Corporation 
and the State E,lectricity CommiSSion 
have all agreed to the road closing. 
The State Electricity Commission has 
services in the road and the Educa­
tion Department has also agreed to 
protect the commission's interests. 

Clause 1 of the Bill dtes the short 
title. Clause 2 provides that the land 
forming the part of Hen"ry Street 
shall cease to be a road. It may 
then be reserved as an addition to 
the existing school reserve. Clause 3 
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is the usual provision that no liability 
shaH attach to the Crown. The 
schedule shows by hatching the part 
of Henry Street the subject of the 
Bill. I know this area well. I have no 
doubt that all concerned will derive 
immense benefit from the inclu­
sion of the road in the school area 
and the linking of the other part of 
the Education Department land with 
the existing site. I commend the Bill 
to the House. 

On the motion of the Hon. H. A. 
THOMAS, (Melbourne West Pro­
vince)" the debate was adjourned. 

It was ordered that the debate be 
adjourned until Tuesday, September 
26. ' 

SUPPLY (OCTOBER TO DECEMBER) 
, BILL. 

Sir GILBERT CHANDLER (Mini­
ster of , Agriculture) .--'1 move-

That this Bill be now read a second time. 

This Bill covers supply for the three 
months of October, November, and 
December next. In the autumn ses­
sional period supply was granted for 
the months of July, August, and Sep­
tember. The Supply now sought is 
necessary to meet payments from 1 st 
October next. For that reason it is 
necessary for it to be passed before 
that date. 

Mr. President, there are one or 
two things which I ought to say at 
the outset about the Supply schedule 
which has been distributed, and in 
this connection I seek your leave to 
refer to procedures in another place. 

The PRESIDENT (the Hon. R. W. 
Garrett).-Does the Council grant 
leave to the Minister? 

The Hon. J. W. GALBALLY (Mel­
bourne North Province) .-Yes. 

Sir GILBERT CHANDLER (Minis­
ter of Agriculture) .-The Supply 
schedule, which totals $222 ·703 
million, includes provisions for the 
three new Ministries which have been 
created. These are-in the order in 
which they come in the Supply 

schedule-the Ministry of the Arts, 
the Ministry of Youth and Recreation 
and the Ministry of Conservation. 

These Ministries come in the Sup­
ply schedule under new division 
numbers which did not appear in 
the Supply schedule for the months 
of July" August and September. The 
new divisions correspond with those 
which are shown in the Estimates of 
Expenditure for the financial year 
1972-73 which were tabled with the 
Budget last week in another place. 

Supply was taken for July to Sep­
tember under other division numbers 
for some of the functions which will 
be grouped in the new Ministries. 
For example, Division 152-
National Gallery-appeared under 
Division 205 in the July-Sep­
tember Supply. schedule. In this 
case, and in the case of divisions 
154, 273, 437, 439, 441 and 443, the 
amount included in this Supply 
schedule is the requirement not only 
for the months of October, Novem­
ber, and December, but also in­
cludes the amounts voted by the 
Committee of Supply under the rele­
vant division numbers for the July­
September period. To adjust for this 
situation it was necessary for anum .. 
ber of the earlier votes to be re .. 
scinded, a procedure required to put 
the votes of the Committee of Sup­
ply in order in conformity with the 
new division numbers. 

When it comes to the Supply Bill, 
it will be seen that the amount to be 
appropriated, $221· 712 million, is less 
than the total of the Supply schedule. 
The difference-$991,000-is the 
amount of July-September Supply al­
ready voted and appropriated in Act 
No. 8292, but then rescinded, and 
now voted by the Committee of Sup­
ply in the present Supply schedule 
under the new divisions. 

These are matters concerning pro­
cedures in another place and reference 
to them is required only to explain 
the difference between the amount in 
the Supply schedule and the amount 
in the. Supply Bill. For present pur­
poses the relevant figure is the amount 
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of the Supply Bill-$221' 712 million 
-which is the amount of Supply for 
which legislative authority is now 
sought. 

Apart from the fact that unusual 
procedural matters arise out of the 
regrouping of some existing functions 
under the new Ministries, there are 
no unusual features about the 
Supply schedule. The sum sought is 
the estimate of requirements until the 
Appropriation Act is passed towards 
the end of the sessional period. I 
commend the Bill to the House. 

I suggest that it might be con­
venient for the House to debate this 
measure tomorrow, which will allow 
honorable members 'almost a full day, 
subject to the approval of the House, 
to deal with Supply. Next week 
honorable members could proceed 
with the Address-in-Reply debate and 
other items which are now listed on 
the Notice Paper. 

On the motion of the Hon. J. W. 
GALBALL Y (Melbourne North Pro­
vince), the debate was adjourned. 

It was ordered that the debate be 
adjourned until the next day of meet­
ing. 

STATE RIVERS AND WATER 
SUPPLY COMMISSION (SPECIAL 

PROJECTS) BILL. 
The Hon. MURRAY BYRNE 

(Minister for State Development and 
Decentralization) .-1 move-

That this Bill be now read a second time. 
Its purpose is to enable the State 
Rivers and Water Supply Commission, 
with the consent of the Governor in 
Council, to assist a wider range of 
bodies with developmental projects 
outside Victoria. Although the present 
Act enables the commission, with the 
consent of the Governor in Council, 
to enter into an agreement with a 
developmental agency to carry out 
developmental works in any country, 
state or territory outside Victoria, it 
does not provide for the commission 
to make arrangements to assist in 
manning or servicing developmp-ntal 

works undertaken by any other body 
under an agreement with a develop­
mental agency. 

A case in point is a recent request 
from the Snowy Mountains Engineer­
ing Corporation for the commission to 
assist the corporation by providing 
specialized staff for a project on the 
Seraju River basin in Indonesia. 
Finance for this project will be pro­
vided by the Australian Government 
under the provisions of the Colombo 
Plan. 

The Bill will enable the commission 
to meet such requests. At the same 
time, the opportunity has been taken 
of amending section 2 of the principal 
Act to broaden the definition of deve­
lopment works to include design and 
planning. 

Clause 2 of the Bill accordingly ex­
tends the definition of developmental 
works. Clause 3 extends the range of 
bodies specified in section 3 of the 
principal Act which the commission 
may assist with developmental works, 
by including any body which is car­
rying out developmental works on 
behalf of a Government or develop­
mental agency. Clause 4 is a conse­
quential amendment following the 
amendment contained in clause 3. I 
commend the Bill to the House. 

On the motion of the Hon. A. W. 
Knight, for the Hon. D. E. KENT 
(Gippsland Province), the debate 
was adjourned. 

It was ordered that the debate be 
adjourned until Tuesday, September 
26. 

YARRA VALLEY (PROHIBmON 
OF HIGHWAYS) BILL 

The Hon. J. W. GALBALLY (Mel­
bourne North Province).-I move--

That this Bill be now read a second time. 
The ancient Romans were resolved 
to smash Carthage. A simple-minded 
stranger might be pardoned for 
thinking that the Government had 
the same homicidal tendencies to­
wards the defenceless Yarra River. 
Conserva tion is a bela ted advertise­
ment for a line of goodness that has 
been permanently discontinued. The 
policy of the Government on the river 



300 Yarra Valley (Prohibition [COUNCIL.] of Highways) Bill. 

can be expressed in the sentence, 
" Wherever the Yarra was the motor 
car is." Beautiful parks have been 
invaded, trees cut down as though 
they were infested with the sirex 
wasp, and lands uprooted with the 
devastation that ordinarily accom­
panies a vast battle. And for what, 
may we ask? So that Melbourne 
may become a vast parking lot with 
the suburbs the spokes of a horrible 
motor-cade. 

The Hon. W. V. HOUGHToN.-What 
about the railway line up the centre? 

The Hon. J. W. GALBALLY.­
Which railway line is that? 

The Hon. W. V. HOUGHTON.-YOU 
must be referring to the Eastern 
Freeway? 

The Hon. J. W. GALBALLY.­
Yes, I am referring to the Eastern 
Freeway. 

The Hon. W. V. HOUGHToN.-Did 
you not know about the railway up 
the centre? 

The Hon. J. W. GALBALLY.-I 
have not seen any evidence of a rail­
way yet. I should have preferred the 
railway to be constructed first, and 
then the Government might have had 
second thoughts about the motor car. 
In Britain the accent from one end 
of the country to the other is on 
improved train services. It is now a 
sheer delight to travel in a train in 
Britain. An improved public trans­
port system is the answer 'to the 
motor car. 

Sadly, the Yarra and its beautiful 
valley is Melbourne's only natural 
feature. I am not referring to your 
beloved Dandenongs, Mr. President, 
but the entrance to the city proper. 
In planning the future of the river, 
the Government should be as careful 
as a nudist crossing a barbed wire 
fence. At page 29 of its draft en­
vironment protection policy No. W -29 
on the Yarra River and tributaries, 
the Environment Protection Authority 
states-

Warrandyte to Dights Falls. 
This segment of the Yarra River once 

flowed through a green belt which preserves 
the natural environment along the banks. 

A large part of this area is being altered 
by the civil engineering works for the 
Eastern Freeway, and natural river 
environments have been destroyed. 

The silt load in the Yarra is a major 
problem and is due in part to land dis­
turbance in subdivision and farming. The 
works for the Eastern Freeway are causing 
a massive increase in silt load in the river. 

In this area the Government has 
only one fault; it is insufferable. 
Much of the damage regrettably is 
irreversible. The Bill proposes a 
simple, practical remedy. It cannot 
undo the damage already committed 
-I only wish it could-but it win 
prevent damage by those planning 
further destruction. I emphasize the 
word "planning". 

I must apologize for the form in 
which this simple Bill is presented to 
the House. I also wish to thank 
certain people for their readiness 
to help in preparing the Bill at 
short notice. This occurred because 
we were not sure whether the House 
would meet tomorrow, and in those 
circumstances the Leader of the 
House gave me leave to introduce 
the Bill tonight. For that reason, 
the Bill is not in a printed form. 

The Bill contains three clauses and 
its object is expressed in clause 2, 
which provides, inter alia-

Notwithstanding anything in any other 
Act or anything done under any other Act-

(a) no street or road shall be made laid 
out or constructed within 400 metres of the 
River Yarra at any point upstream of 
Princes Bridge; 
Regrettably, nothing can be done 
about the physical works which have 
already been put in train. These 
works extend as far as Kew and the 
devastation there is beyond imagina­
tion. I do not know why it is neces­
sary to go so close to the river; but 
there it is. 

The Hon. W. M. CAMPBELL.-Last 
year Mr. Galbally told us that the 
freeway was passing through the 
middle of parklands. Now the honor­
able member says that it is running 
along the edge of the river. 

The Hon. J. W. GALBALLY.-It is 
doing both. It runs through the 
middle of Yarra Bend Park adjacent 
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to Collingwood. The devastation is 
there for all to see. It crosses the 
river in an easterly direction and runs 
very close to Greenacres golf course 
and the river on the western side. 

The Hon. W. M. CAMPBELL.­
Where would you locate a freeway­
through residential areas? 

The Hon. J. W. GALBALLY.-If 
there is one place not to locate a 
freeway it is alongside the only river 
we have and through a green belt. 

The Hon. W. M. CAMPBELL.-But 
where would you put it? 

The Hon. J. W. GALBALLY.-If 
time permits, I shall tell the honorable 
member where I would put it. As 
you will understand, Mr. President, 
clause 3 makes provision for people 
who own land adjacent to the river. 
It would be unthinkable if this Bill 
were to remove their access to it. 
It will be seen that the necessary 
provision is contained in clause 3 to 
enable the council to afford access to 
the proposed subdivision. 

The House will observe that the 
prohibition commences at Princes 
Bridge upstream for the whole length 
of the river. I hope to introduce a 
further complementary measure. It 
is unthinkable to wish to widen 
Alexandra Avenue and invade, or 
threaten, the gardens and, further 
east, the beautiful Royal Botanic 
Gardens, which are of unhappy 
memory to the Government. 

It might be thought that no Gov­
ernment would attempt that but, as 
Mr. Campbell has reminded me, 
last year the Government smashed 
through the national park at Yarra 
Bend and made no apology for doing 
so. However, the House will under­
stand that we live in a law-abiding 
community and that nobody can break 
the law except members of the Gov­
ernment and Government instrumen­
talities. I think it is also necessary 
to introduce legislation to protect the 
Maribyrnong River. 

Last century, " Hands off the 
parks" was a cry that led to no 
alienation of parklands for a time; 

but the Government can conquer 
everything. "Hands off the river" 
can. still be an effectual programme. 
I believe the motor car must be 
conquered and subdued. It is a 
twentieth century phenomenon which 
will be replaced in the next 25 years 
by something far less clumsy and 
dangerous. 

The Hon. H. M. HAMILToN.-We 
are still living in the twentieth 
century. 

The Hon. J. W. GALBALLY.-Yes, 
and many more are dying in it. 
If the freeways are allowed to go as 
the Government intends them to go 
the damage done to the Yarra Valley 
will be irreversible. The motor car 
must be conquered, and I am sure 
that that will happen in the fullness 
of time, if we are patient. Is it 
necessary for every person to come 
to the city at 60 miles an hour? That 
was not done in the last century, 
when people were much happier. By 
the year 2000 the motor car will be 
as out of date as a bullock driver's 
oath. 

I know that I have prickled the 
Government and that it is said that 
one should never insult an alligator 
until one has crossed the river, and, 
therefore, that I should adopt a more 
conciliatory attitude and endeavour 
to persuade the Government to 
accept this Bill by the arts of flattery 
-arts which, at times, I am prepared 
to practise. The answer to my would­
be critics is this: I have tried it. 

In 1960 I introduced the Cultural 
and Recreational Lands Bill to pre­
serve parks and recreational areas. 
It was denounced by the Government; 
as always, it was said that it was 
badly drawn and that there was no 
need for it. " After all ", it was said, 
"golf clubs are the playgrounds of 
the rich, and their interests must be 
protected. " An example of this is the 
Yarra Bend golf course where the 
charge for a round of golf is still only 
60 cents. Three years later the Gov­
ernment adopted the measure and, as 
I understand it. in some quarters it 
even claimed credit for it. 
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Should the Government reject this 
measure, it can only be described as 
an ecological Rasputin saying one 
thing-namely, that it is in favour of 
conservation, saving the Yarra 
Valley, environment protection, and 
so on-and doing another thing. 

The Hon. H. M. HAMILToN.-Where 
would you locate the freeways? 

The Hon. J. W. GALBALL Y.-If 
the Government is determined to de­
stroy the Yarra River, let it be barrel­
led in and the land built on. Provi­
sion could be made for Totalizator 
Agency Board branches at intervals 
of say, every 200 yards, also Tatter­
sall consultations, Tattslotto and fruit 
machines, and we could also build 
prisons. 

The PRESIDENT (the Hon. R. W. 
Garrett).-Mr. Galbally, I presume 
those matters are not included in the 
Bill? 

The Hon. J. W. GALBALLY.-No, 
Sir, but the Government has warmly 
asked me for suggestions. Prisons 
could be built for the vagrants and 
Melbourne's homeless who now sleep 
underneath the arches of our bridges. 
The motor car has led to the intro­
duction of on-the-spot fines. With a 
little imagination we could have on­
the-spot prisons. I commend the Bill 
to the House. 

Sir GILBERT CHANDLER.-Mr. Gal­
bally has not told us where he would 
locate the freeway. 

The Hon. J. W. GALBALLY'-The 
Minister and I have seen the devasta­
tion at Arthur's Seat. It beggars 
description. I would not build a free­
way of the kind that is now envisaged 
anywhere, let alone on top of a rail­
way line where some of them ought 
to have been built. 

On the motion of the Hon. A. 
J. HUNT (Minister for Local Gov­
ernment), the debate was adjourned. 

It was ordered that the debate be 
adjourned until the next day of meet­
ing. 

The sitting was suspended at 6.30 
p.m. until 8.50 p.m. 

GOVERNOR'S SPEECH. 

ADDRESS-IN -REPLY. 

The debate (adjourned from Sep­
tember 12) on the motion of the Hon. 
V. T. Hauser (Boronia Province) for 
the adoption of an Address-in-Reply 
to the Governor's Speech was re­
sumed. 

The Hon. R. W. MAY (Gippsland 
Province) .-When the motion for the 
adoption of an Address-in-Reply was 
last under consideration by the 
House, I discussed the presence of 
mercury in the environment and in 
foodstuffs and its consequent and 
drastic effects. I mentioned some of 
the forms in which mercury is found. 
Honorable members are well aware 
that mercury has had a devastating 
effect on the fishing industry. The 
Government placed a ban on the sale 
of school shark more than 41 inches 
long. The legal minimum length for 
school shark is 36 inches. That means 
that the only shark which can now 
be marketed must be between 36 and 
41 inches. 

The Hon. G. J. NICOL.-It is a 
mighty size! 

The Hon. R. W. MAY.-If Mr. Nicol 
was depending on this industry for 
his livelihood and was limited to a 
5-in. margin either way, he would 
think he was cut pretty short! A 
fisherman is permitted to market a 
shark measuring 28 inches with the 
head and tail removed; that is ac­
cepted as a 41-in. shark. 

The limit on the size of shark 
which can be marketed has had far­
reaching effects on the livelihood of 
persons engaged in the shark fishing 
industry. The fishermen and I be­
lieve that the Minister of Health was 
more or less forced into taking the 
stand which he took. He acted on 
a report from Mr. McCloskey, the 
Chief Health Officer. I have a copy 
of this interesting document. How­
ever, it leaves unanswered many of 
the questions one would want an­
swered if one were engaged in the 
hazardous fishing industry. I have 
not been able to ascertain the method 
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used in Victoria for determining the 
mercury content in shark. I have 
communications from overseas which 
set out the different methods used for 
this purpose. Two main methods 
are used-the flame absorption 
method and the neutron activation 
method. At the University of Illinois 
in the United States of America, by 
the flame absorption test, which is 
the quickest and cheapest, variations 
of 50 per cent may be obtained in 
readings taken from one shark. It 
would be reassuring if honorable 
members were informed which 
method was used in Victoria to 
determine mercury content. 

Earlier today my colleague, Mr. 
Mitchell, asked the Minister of 
Housing-

Will the Government increase the per­
missible mercury content in fish to 1·0 
parts per million for school shark? 

The answer was-
As the Premier has already announced, 

the Government will abide by the standard 
maintained by the National Health and 
Medical Research Council. Earlier this 
month, the public health committee of the 
council reaffirmed the present maximum 
mercury content level of 0·5 parts per 
million. However, new submissions will 
be made to the council by the Government 
for an increase in the level to. 1 part per 
milliDn. 

Therefore, the Government has in 
mind making an approach and pre­
senting a case to the National Health 
and Medical Research Council. 

The Hon. S. R. McDoNALD.-Per­
haps it should have started earlier. 

The Hon. R. W. MAY.-I intended 
to make that point. In view of the 
fact that the Government has had 
this report for so long and in view of 
the reported concern of three other 
States-South Australia, New South 
Wales and Tasmania-I should have 
thought the Government, in collabo­
ration with the other States, would 
have made a joint submission at that 
stage. 

In his report, Mr. McCloskey 
states-

On the 10th April, 1972, a conference 
was called with officers Df this department 
and the Fisheries and Wildlife Department 

to plan a comprehensive and detailed study 
of mercury levels in the three major varie­
ties of shark . . . . No delays were ex­
perienced in the actual analysis of specimens 
in the laboratDries but again a further delay 
was experienced in the analysing of results 
due to a break down in the public service 
cDmputer. 

The programme has not been finalized as 
yet .... 

It was originally intended to collect 
samples from seven different ports 
from which shark fishermen operate. 
This procedure would not prove any­
thing because I have been informed 
by fishermen from Port Fairy right 
around to Port Albert and Lakes 
Entrance that when the ban was 
imposed they were fishing in only 
one area, off the north-west coast of 
Tasmania. The picking out at the 
market of fish consigned from the 
various ports means nothing unless 
one is made aware of the waters from 
which the fish have come. 

Research throughout the world has 
established that fish do absorb mer­
cury in the form of methyl mercury 
which is poisonous to man. Organic 
or liquid mercury, in the main, is not 
injurious to man. It is interesting to 
examine the changes which occur in 
the character of mercury. Research 
has shown that where sewage is 
allowed to enter the sea it creates a 
bacteria which transforms the charac­
ter and structure of mercury into 
methyl mercury. Mercury is used in 
the production of chlorine, plastics, 
caustic soda, paper, paint, fur felt, 
floor polish and filters used in air 
conditioning plants. 

The Hon. V. T. HAUSER.-Are any 
of the overseas buyers of fish present 
in the gallery tonight? 

The Hon. R. W. MAY.-I should 
have thought that as a member of the 
Government party and on behalf of 
Victorian fishermen Mr. Hauser would 
have interested himself in what is 
transpiring through tests carried out 
in other parts of the world. Overseas 
it has been found necessary, as a safe­
guard, to recycle effluent from indus­
tries which use mercury in their 
manufacturing process. Members of 
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the Country Party consider that the 
fishing industry will be lost to this 
State unless the Government takes 
the initiative and follows what has 
been done overseas in the treatment 
of effluent which is discharged into 
the sea. If this is not done, a valuable 
source of food will be lost for all 
time. 

I was heartened at the reply which 
I received today in answer to this 
question-

When will the inoperative sections of the 
Environment Protection Act 1970 be pro­
claimed? 

The answer was-
In December, 1972. 

I hope one of' the first actions taken 
by the Environment Protection Auth­
ority will be to ensure that effluent 
which now enters the sea is recycled. 

The Hon. H. M. HAMILTON.-Is Mr. 
May suggesting that the mercury 
found in flake is due to effluent dis­
charges? 

The Hon. R. W. MA Y.-I suggest 
that Mr. Hamilton should obtain 
some of the papers from the univer­
sities and study them. He will find 
that their findings are that the quality 
of fish caught in the St. Clair 
River and in the lakes system of 
America was adversely affected by 
effluent discharged into the river 
system. According to the report 
which I read, the Dow chemical 
company was discharging a consider­
able quantity of mercury into the 
stream. 

The Hon. H. M. HAMILTON.-No 
one questions that, but apparently 
they came to the conclusion that 
mercury in flake in Australian waters 
occurs naturally. 

The Hon. R. W. MAY.-I am 
pleased to hear the honorable member 
say that. If there was some hesitancy 
in the past to take steps in this 
matter we would want to attribute it 
to something. 

The Hon. H. M. HAMILTON.-Mr. 
May is disputing it? 

The Hon. R. W. MAY.-The hon­
orable member will have his oppor­
tunity of speaking in due course. The 
shark were gathered from six ports. 
So far as I have been able to ascer­
tain, no recordings of mercury levels 
from individual ports have been 
released, but an average figure cover­
ing all tests has been released without 
any indication of the waters from 
which the fish come. In fact, my 
contact with the fishing industry leads 
me to believe that the fish could have 
come from the same waters. 

The Hon. H. M. HAMILTON.­
Where? 

The Hon. R. W. MA Y.-Off the 
north-west coast of Tasmania in 
close proximity to the paper industry 
and other industries. I notice that 
Tasmania was concerned about the 
embargo on the sale of shark in 
Victoria and it was said, "If Victoria 
thought it could assist the situation 
by allowing traditional shark fisher­
men to go fishing for crayfish, Tas­
mania would have some say as to 
what happened in Tasmanian waters." 

The Hon. M. A. CLARKE.-Can 
crayfish absorb mercury? 

The Hon. R. W. MAY.-If some­
thing is not done, ultimately it will 
n'ot be restricted to sharks. 

The Hon. H. R. WARD.-Why does 
not the honorable member name the 
companies which are pouring mer­
cury into the sea? 

The Hon. R. W. MAY.-When the 
honorable member speaks on this 
subject I shall be interested to listen 
to him. I was interested to read in 
the press 'of an interview with Profes­
sor Hirotsugu Shiraki, Professor of 
Neuropathology in the Institute of 
Brain Research at Tokyo University's 
School of Medicine, who stated that 
in Japan mercury was registered by 
the examination of the human hair 
taken from the head of a person. 
He said-

These things were not known here. 
Banning at the present stage by law is 
going too far, I think. It's something like 
smoking. You should be careful. 
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Professor Shiraki went on to say that 
the ordinary Japanese had levels of 
6· 5 parts per million of mercury in 
his blood-between 10 and 80 per 
cent of this figure was methyl mer­
cury. He felt that, perhaps, we had 
been a little too rash and in too much 
of a hurry in banning the sale of 
these fish on our market. 

The Hon. H. M. HAMILToN.-The 
honorable member is advocating that 
there should not be a ban? 

The Hon. R. W. MA Y.-A big meet­
ing was called at San Remo some 
little time ago. Although the meeting 
was called to present the case of the 
fishermen, the somewhat unusual pro­
cedure was adopted of having a chair­
man from Melbourne. 

The Hon. H. M. HAMILTON.-Who 
was he? 

The Hon. R. W. MA Y.-It was Mr. 
Brereton, of the Rural Finance and 
Settlement Commission. He was an 
able and capable chairman and 
deserved full marks for the way in 
which he steered the meeting. After­
wards I learned that I was not sup­
posed to be present at the meeting. 

The Hon. D. G. ELLIOT.-Why not? 

The Hon. R. W. MAY.-There was 
one other member of Parliament 
present, a Government supporter. 
The interesting point arose when I 
asked how the chairman came to be 
present. He said he was there at the 
suggestion of the Chief Secretary. I 
wanted to know why Dr. Kurth, the 
representative of the Fisheries and 
Wildlife Branch, was present and 
he too said that he was there at the 
suggestion of the Chief Secretary. I 
pointed out that for some reason the 
Department of Health was not repre­
sented at the meeting. However, I 
was intrigued by the words of Dr. 
Kurth of the Fisheries and Wildlife 
Branch, who said-

Australia is the only country amongst 
developed countries of the world where fish­
ing is carried on by the owner-operator. 
The only place where this was done was 
in undeveloped countries. 

Of course, this made some of the 
fishermen wonder whether in the long 
term there would be a move to hand 
over the fishing industry as we now 
know it to trawling companies. The 
thought was rather disquieting. 
M'embers of the Country Party feel 
that control must be exercised at the 
point of origin to stop the discharge 
of harmful mercury waste into the 
sea. 

The Hon. H. M. HAMILTON.-As I 
have already pointed out, this mer­
cury content in sharks has been 
proved to occur naturally. 

The Hon. R. W. MAY.-I recom­
mend that the honorable member 
should read the report of the inquiry 
into the poisoning of the people at 
Minamata Bay, in Japan. I also re­
commend that he read the findings 
of an inquiry carried out in Sweden on 
this matter, also reports of investiga­
tions carried out in the United States 
of America and Canada. In Canada 
it was found that the oroblem was 
not restricted to fish but was also 
found in birds including pheasants, 
the shooting of which had to be 
stopped. The mercury got intO' the 
pheasants and into water birds 
through seed treated with mercurial 
fungicides. Toxic mercury must be 
replaced by less toxic substitutes. 

This week reference was made in 
the press to the dumping at sea, with 
Government approval, of poisonous 
residues from manufacturing pro­
cesses. 

The PRESIDENT (the Hon. R. W. 
Garrett).-Order! This discourse on 
fish and shark has continued for quite 
some time. I point out that there was 
no reference to this subject in the 
Governor's Speech. I appreciate that 
in the past I have allowed some 
latitude in the Address-in-Reply 
debate along these lines. 

The Hon. R. W. MA Y.-Mr. Presi­
dent, I understand that the Gover­
nor's Speech contained proposals 
for environmental protection to 
improve the quality of life, as 
pointed out by interjection by Mr. 
Elliot. I do not wish to see the 
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quality of life deteriorate in any way 
by the human frame taking in poisons 
which could be destructive. 

The PRESIDENT.-I accept the 
honorable member's very broad inter­
pretation. 

The Hon. R. W. MAY.-I agree that 
there is not sufficient information on 
which to gauge how great is the 
threat to human beings, but if such 
a threat does exist the Government 
should establish realistic standards of 
control. I should be interested to 
hear a forthright statement from the 
Government on the toxic level for 
mercury in the human body. 

Today I was heartened to learn 
that shark reached 45 cents a lb. on 
the Melbourne market. A consign­
ment which is in the freezer wi'll be 
on its way to Japan the day after 
tomorrow. Because of the interest 
taken by the Country Party in this 
matter, I am able to acquaint the 
House of this plan. 

I have received a considerable 
amount of correspondence about 
pollution-no doubt other honor­
able members may have received the 
same correspondence. It included a 
copy of what is known as the Black 
and White Book. I have checked the 
signatures on the letters with the 
electoral roll and have found that in 
e'1ch case they are the names of 
elect0'fs in the Gippsland Province. I 
now have several of these books and 
P.'11 in a position to give them away. 
I am heartened to know that the 
public is showing an awareness of this 
problem. The point made in the cor­
respondence is that the writers have 
been definitely encouraged by 
the Chief Secretary's state­
ment that he proposes to bring 
the standard of literature and 
films in this State back to what 
the correspondents refer to as 
that of "the Rylah era". I have 
drawn attention to road signs and on­
the-spot fines. I feel that in the in­
terests of good public relations there 
ought to be more cohesion and co­
ordination between the Police Depart­
ment and the Country Roads Board 
on the question of road traffic signs. 

The Hon. C. A. MITCHELL (Wes­
tern Province) .-1 join tonight in the 
debate on the motion for the adop­
tion of an Address-in-Reply and say 
how pleased I was that the Governor 
was able to be with us once again. I 
feel this man has done much for Vic­
toria. The pleasant way he travels 
around the countryside-and he does 
go to the country-is good and coun­
try people appreciate what he is doing 
for Victoria. 

I ~ish to speak about the ten points 
mentIOned by the Governor to assist 
decentralization. At the outset, I 
emphasize that the announcement of 
a ten-point programme on decentrali­
zation represents an admission of de­
feat by the Government for its actions 
in the past. Apparently what has been 
done in the past seventeen years has 
been a complete failure and the Gov­
ernment has decided to announce the 
ten points in question. The fact is it 
has to do something different. Hon­
orable members who consider the 
western part of Victoria-particularly 
the 'Wimmera, the MaBee and the Cor­
angamite areas-will realize that 
those districts lost more than 8,000 
people in five years. This indicates 
what the Government has been doing. 
The Government now proposes to ini­
tiate a ten-point programme and I am 
prepared to co-operate and work with 
the new Minister for State Develop­
ment and Decentralization in this 
regard. I do not blame his pre­
decessor-now the Minister of Hous­
ing-for his failure, because it was 
a failure by the Government. It is of 
no use blaming one man when the 
Government as a whole should be 
blamed and, unless the Government 
provides enough funds for the new 
Minister, there will be no improve­
ment. An examination of the Budget 
reveals that there is not much in it 
for the new Minister either, but that 
is another matter. 

The Hon. H. R. WARD.-There are 
more people living outside the metro­
politan area than in the whole of 
South Australia. 
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The Hon. C. A. MITCHELL.-I am 
discussing Victorian matters, not 
South Australian. I am concerned 
with Victoria and it would be a good 
idea if members on the Government 
side of the House displayed some in­
terest in this State. 

Honorable members interjecting. 

The PRESIDENT (the Hon. R. W. 
Garrett).-At this juncture I recom­
mend to Mr. Mitchell that he should 
ignore all interjections from either 
side of the House. 

The Hon. C. A. MITCHELL.-Thank 
you, Mr. President, but you know me, 
and it is mighty hard for me to ignore 
interjections of this type which, after 
all, are pretty direct statements made 
to me. The aspect that worries me 
most is that from year to year more 
regions are designated and more com­
mi1:!tees are appointed. This has been 
done for almost a century. Every time 
something is wanted a committee is 
formed. Salaries are paid to 
the members of the commit­
tees but what do we get from them? 
The only way to bring about decen­
tralization is to see that it is more 
profitable for industry to be in the 
country than in Melbourne. It is really 
a simple matter for industry to move 
from the city to the country. A com­
mittee does not have to decide that, 
because a businessman looks for pro­
fit. If a businessman is setting up a 
business the first question he con­
siders is the amount of profit that will 
be derived from it. If businesses 
established in the country will not be 
profitable decentralization will not 
occur. It breaks my heart to see 
men work as they have in the past. 
In Portland, the businessmen have 
worked very hard, but what have they 
obtained? They suffered a lot of dis­
appointment and they have just about 
had it. 

The Hon. MURRAY BYRNE.-They 
have had a lot of success and you 
should not knock them. 

The Hon. C. A. MITCHELL.-I am 
not knocking them, but I will quote 
from the Portland Observer and 
Guardian of 13th September, 1972-

The chairman of Portland Development 
Committee, Mr. Reub Halliday, believes 
positive results for decentralization must be 
seen within two years. 

The Hon. A. W. KNIGHT.-Has he 
any political affiliations? 

The Hon. C. A. MITCHELL.-Mr. 
Halliday has affiliations with the Gov­
ernment; that is true. 

The Hon. D. G. ELLloT.-He has 
been saying that for seventeen years. 

The Hon. C. A. MITCHELL.-Yes, 
calling for action all this time. These 
people have come to the end of their 
t~ther. The article proceeds-

This is only a very short period when all 
is considered-but if we don't see action by 
then, we may as well close up shop, he said. 

The Hon. K. S. GRoss.-He has not 
stated that there will be no develop­
ment. 

The Hon. C. A. MITCHELL.-No, 
but what he says is that if it does not 
happen within two years, they might 
as well close up shop. What Mr. 
Halliday said is quite true and I sup­
port his statement. The fact is that 
they have been left to struggle on 
their own. It is of no use blaming the 
Minister; it is the Government's re­
sponsibility and it has admitted that 
by setting out these ten points to aid 
decentralization in the Governor's 
Speech. In the past the Government 
has failed and it is now trying to do 
something before it is too late. 

The Hon. D. G. ELLIOT.-Why 
do you not blame the Minister? 

The Hon. C. A. MITCHELL.-I be­
lieve in blaming the whole lot and 
not just one person. 

The PRESIDENT (the Hon. R. W. 
Garrett).-Order! I am having diffi­
culty in hearing Mr. Mitchell because 
of the interjections and I ask that 
they cease. 

The Hon. C. A. MITCHELL.-I 
have not been attacking the former 
Minister for State Development, but 
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now that he is in the Chamber I 
might do so. I mentioned before that 
I have not been able to find in the 
Budget where the money will come 
from. I am hopeful that the new 
Minister will be able-to do some­
thing about it. The Hamilton City 
Council has worked hard under dif­
ficult circumstances to have industry 
established in the area and it has 
met with some success which has not 
been due to action taken by the Gov­
ernment. Yesterday, I endeavoured 
to obtain houses for the area but I 
found out that they are not listed. In 
his Speech, the Governor said-

First priority will be given by the Hous~ 
ing Commission to housing needs in coun­
try centres, especially the needs of new or 
existing industries. 

Houses are wanted now but all the 
Housing Commission will state is that 
the needs will be examined. If that 
means anything, funds should 
be made available so that houses can 
be constructed in that area. The 
Housing Commission has done a won­
derful job but the list of places in 
which houses have been constructed 
by the commission includes as 
country areas Fern Tree Gully, 
Geelong, Hampton Park, Hastings 
and many others, including Morning­
ton, where 100 houses have been 
built. The Country Party does not 
call those rural and that is the dif­
ference of opinion. 

The Hon. V. O. DICKIE.-Where 
does the city finish and the country 
start? 

The Hon. C. A. MITCHELL.-For 
decentralization purposes let us start 
beyond a 50-mile radius from the 
General Post Office, Melbourne. 

The Hon. V. O. DICKIE.-You say 
the cut-off point is 50 miles from the 
General Post Office and the country 
starts from there. What about 49! 
miles? 

The Hon. C. A. MITCHELL.­
Members of the Country Party 
want areas other than the city de­
veloped and therefore we refer to a 
50-mile radius. 

The Hon. V. O. DICKIE.-Outside 
a 50-mile radius is the country? 

The Hon. C. A. MITCHELL.-Yes, 
I am prepared to make it 50 miles. 
I am sorry that the Minister of Hous­
ing was not in the House a while ago 
when I made the point that if the 
Government wants decentralization 
it must make it profitable for people 
to go out of the city. There are 
many ways of achieving this. Gov­
ernment supporters have been talking 
about pay-roll tax concessions. An­
other way is to tax those residing in 
the metropolitan area. The Govern­
ment can put added taxes on them 
because of the pollutants that they 
put into the water. There are 
numerous ways in which the Govern­
ment can raise funds to assist decen­
tralization. I say it straight to the 
Government that it has failed to 
promote decentralization over the 
past seventeen years. 

The Hon. MURRAY BYRNE.-Port­
land has achieved a lot in the past 
three years; Mr. Mitchell must agree 
with that. 

The Hon. C. A. MITCHELL.-The 
honorable gentleman should not for­
get that the Government annexed a 
part of the Portland shire to 
make up that increase. That is the 
way in which the increase was 
achieved. I know because I live in the 
area. Cresco Fertilizers Ltd. start­
ed there, as did the wool stores, but 
this did not result from the actions 
of the committee; it came because of 
the support of the farmers. I sub­
scribed money to get these firms 
established. The farmers did it them­
selves and the Government should 
make no mistake about that. If the 
people want decentralization, by all 
means let them do something for it 
but do not leave everything to the 
people living in the country. 

As the subject of conservation has 
been raised, I take it that all honor­
able members have seen the report 
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prepared by the Land Conservation 
Council of Victoria on the south­
western study area which I regard 
as the history book of the Portland 
and Glenelg shires. When the Land 
Conservation Bill was being debated, 
on 17th November, 1970, in speaking 
against the Bill I said-

I cannot see how this Bill will allow 
any development to take place in Victoria. 

Those comments are reported at page 
1882 of volume 300 of Hansard. I 
hope all honorable members have 
received the report of the council 
because it is interesting. If honorable 
members read the history of the area 
and understood what takes place in 
the district, they would ask the ques­
tion, "What is being done for 
development?" The report states at 
page 68-

Unfortunately a road has recently been 
constructed along the edge of the salt 
marsh, and disturbance of the vegetation 
will probably result from this. 
This is a reference to a small area of 
about 12 acres of salt marsh. It is 
unfortunate that a road has been 
built. The people of Port Fairy 
want a road constructed through 
Crown . land. The money is 
available to construct a scenic 
road into Port Fairy along the 
coast but because more land has to 
be acquired, for which these people 
have the responsibility, the residents 
in that area may have to wait perhaps 
five years. The Government may not 
be able to tell me quickly, but this 
is 1972, we are sliding into 1973 
and it is now two years since the 
relevant legislation was passed but 
the road has not been constructed 
and residents may have to wait 
longer before it is made. A 
Government should govern and should 
be able to decide to build a road with­
out having to seek the permission of 
a committee. 

The Hon. H. M. HAMILToN.-Mr. 
Mitchell would be the first to grizzle 
if the Government did that. 

The Hon. C. A. MITCHELL.-I 
would not if progress was involved. I 
am opposed to procrastination and the 
doing of nothing. If the Ministers 

were asked if they were happy with 
this situation, many of them would 
shake their heads. I should not like 
to be a Minister and be placed in a 
position where I could not authorize 
the construction of a road. As a re­
sult of this policy there is a delay in 
the construction of a road at Port 
Fairy despite the fact that the money 
is available and the road is urgently 
needed. The fact that I have to raise 
this matter in the House should cause 
the Ministers to hang their heads in 
shame. They should be ashamed that 
this is happening to people who live 
in country areas. 

The Hon. K. S. GRoss.-Mr. 
Mitchell's colleagues prevented a road 
from being built at Kentbruck Heath 
a couple of years ago. 

The Hon. C. A. MITCHELL.-That 
is not right. I know that the Country 
Party has been blamed for this but 
the fact is that members of the 
Country Party voted against the con­
struction of roads in the Little Desert. 
The Government was responsible for 
withdrawing the allocation for the 
roads at Kentbruck Heath. 

The Hon. K. S. GROSS.-The 
Country Party was responsible for the 
roads at Kentbruck Heath not being 
constructed. 

The Hon. C. A. MITCHELL.-If Mr. 
Gross reads the motion that was 
moved in this House he will realize 
that the sum of $120,000 was with­
drawn for roads in the Little Desert 
and no reference was made to Kent­
bruck Heath until the Government 
withdrew the allocation. 

The Hon. K. S. GRoss.-Mr. 
Mitchell was on the committee which 
inquired into the development of the 
Little Desert. 

The Hon. C. A. MITCHELL.-I 
believe in development and it is a 
pity that others do not believe in it. 
However, I am opposed to developing 
sandhills. If I put Mr. Hamilton on 
to a sand block he would die of star­
vation. The Government would 
have made a mess of the Little Desert 
if it had proceeded with that scheme. 
I am a practical farmer and I know 
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the difference between sandhills and 
good country. I shall proceed to dis­
cuss the report and I shall quote what 
it has to say about some land in the 
Shire of Portland. In this regard the 
report states-

The costs of development will vary accord­
ing to the size and density of the trees. An 
average estimate for the total cost of deve­
lopment of a farm unit on this land would 
be up to $180 per acre (not including live­
stock) . 

That statement is not true and I make 
that comment as a developer. I will 
develop any country for $180 an acre 
and be happy to do it. Statements of 
this nature in reports are misleading 
and prevent any further development 
in the area. The Government should 
take no notice of statements of that 
type in a report. The Government 
should also investigate what is 
happening with the 7,000 acres at 
Pal para which· the Rural Finance 
and Settlement Commission is 
developing. The report states that 
the project has been a technical suc­
cess but the broad economic and 
social aspects of the development are 
uncertain. Statements like that spell 
the end to further development. The 
only other comment I have to make 
on this matter is that if the Govern­
ment proposes to allow the council 
to proceed in its present way Vic­
toria will not be developed. Therefore, 
the Government will have to do 
something. It is of no use having 
development like this delayed by Mini­
sters, Governments and the people in 
the area. If the Government wants 
to stay in office it will have to remove 
the influence of the Land Conserva­
tion Council in country areas, other­
wise the Government will not be in 
office for long. 

I now propose to relate my re­
marks to the fishing industry because 
that industry is important to the pro­
vince that I represent. In addition to 
refusing to build a road at Port Fairy 
the Government has seriously disad­
vantaged fishermen in the area. The 
promulgation of the regulation relat· 
ing to the taking of shark has spelt 
the end of the fishing industry and 
the fishermen were given no warning 

The Hon. C. A. Mitchell. 

of this. They were building boats 
right up to the day the regulation 
was promulgated. No honorable 
member can cite one case of a person 
in Australia who has died from 
mercury pOisoning. 

The Hon. S. R. McDoNALD.-It 
would be necessary to eat 80 lb. of 
flake a year. 

The Hon. C. A. MITCHELL.-If a 
few warnings had been issued, similar 
to those relating to tobacco and 
alcohol, that might have been a good 
start. The Government did not stop 
the growing of tobacco, and that 
product kills more people than 
mercury does. The Government is 
not worried about people dying on 
the roads as a result of the con­
sumption of alcohol. The Govern­
ment could take plenty of action to 
alleviate that problem. However, it 
clamped down on the fishermen and 
has seriously disadvantaged· not only 
the fishermen in Port FaJry but also 
the stores and all of the town by its 
action. The Government could have 
pursued many lines of action. It 
could have conducted investigations 
into markets overseas and into the 
use of other types of fish, but it 
decided to play politics. 

The Hon. O. G. JENKINs.-What is 
Mr. Mitchell doing? 

The Hon. C. A. MITCHELL.-I am 
not playing politics. I am pleading 
for some people in my province. 
Members of the Country Party do not 
get involved in this type of political 
activity. We know that is not the 
way in which to treat our people. 
The Government has placed the 
people of Port Fairy and Portland at 
a disadvantage. The people of Port­
land are not as badly affected because 
there are other industries in that 
town. I am hoping the Government 
will now act in a common-sense way 
and not merely say that it is sym­
pathetic towards these people. The 
Premier continually says that he is 
sympathetic towards them but no 
honorable member won his wife with 
sympathy. If the Government wants 
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to win anything for an industry it 
has to do something more than offer 
it sympathy. 

It is of no use the Government 
saying that it will try to help 
these people when it is not trying to 
help them. There are many things 
the Government could be doing for 
these people that it has so far failed 
to do. In fact, these things should 
have been done before the axe 
was brought down. The Government 
should have investigated the position 
thoroughly and not just looked at the 
political gain that was in it. The 
Government will lose in the long run 
because it played politics. I know 
why the Government acted as it did. 
The Labor Party was trying to make 
political capital out of the situation 
and t.he Government decided to try 
to gaIn the advantage. The Govern­
ment tried to throw the ball back 
at the feet of the Labor Party. If 
the Government had consulted the 
fishermen, this would not have hap­
pened. I have been consulting the 
fishermen all the time and they are 
concerned about the position. 

The Hon. D. G. ELLIoT.-What does 
Mr. Mitchell think the Labor Party 
was doing? 

The Hon. C. A. MITOHELL.-I do 
n~t know. Mr. Holding was playing 
wIth fire when he was talking about 
the mercury content of shark. His 
comments were thrown back at him 
and the Liberal Party tried to make 
political capital out of it. Members 
of the Country Party want to help 
the fishermen, but the Government 
and the Labor Party have put the 
fishermen at Port Fairy into a mess. 

The Hon. V. O. DICKIE.-Where is 
there political capital in this? 

The Hon. C. A. MITCHELL.-I do 
not think I have to explain that to 
the Minister. I have got my message 
across. I shall now relate my remarks 
to the rural reconstruction scheme 
which has caused me a great deal of 
concern. I have worked closely with 
the Rural Finance and Settlement 
Commission on this scheme. Firstly, 
I shall refer to the case of Mr. and 

Mrs. Pahl, of Langkoop. The Govern­
ment has gone astray in trying to 
determine whether some people can 
carry on a farm as a viable unit. I 
have already put this to the commis­
sion and I am now putting it to the 
Government. I started as a farmer 
with nothing. When did I become 
viable as a farmer? Frequently it is 
possible to help people if the reasons 
why they are in trouble are known. 

It is not right to say that nothing 
can be done to help them because 
their rate of debt is too high. I refer 
to the case of Mr. and Mrs. Pahl 
because two years before the drought 
Mr. Pahl, senior, died and his widow 
died two years later. So two lots of 
probate duty were imposed. Admit­
tedly the amount levied on the 
widow's estate was not as large as 
the amount levied on Mr. Pahl, 
senior's, estate. Then Victoria suffered 
a drought and the valuation of land 
in the area decreased by at least 
30 per cent. In a short period of 
time, mainly as the result of Gov­
ernment action through the impo­
sition of probate duty, the son and 
daughter-in-law were in trouble. 
However, this lady was deter­
mined and I admire her for 
her determination. She took the car 
out of the garage and converted the 
garage into a bakehouse. This shows 
how determined some people are to 
succeed. 

The Hon. S. R. McDoNALD.-And 
to survive. 

The Hon. C. A. 'MITCHELL.-Yes, 
both. This lady will build that 
business up until it is making a 
profit of about $5,000 a year. 

The Hon. D. G. ELLIoT.-What is 
she making? 

The Hon. C. A. MITCHELL.-She 
is making cakes and selling them to 
!he local shops. She is doing a good 
Job. However, her efforts in this 
regard are not taken into account. 
If people are determined and are pre­
pared to really fight for their exist­
ence, how can the Government say 
that they are not viable? I could quote 
other cases of young people who 
started out in life with very little 
money. 
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Sir GILBERT CHANDLER.-What 
were the assets in this case? 

The Hon. C. A. MITCHELL.-They 
are not worth very much at present. 

Sir GILBERT CHANDLER.-What 
was the valuation of the assets? 

The Hon. C. A. MITCHELL.-After 
the drought these people ended up 
with practically nothing. 

Sir GILBERT CHANDLER.-Would it 
be right to say that the assets were 
valued at $74,000. 

The Hon. C. A. MITCHELL.-That 
could be roughly correct. 

Sir GILBERT CHANDLER.-And the 
liabilities were $58,800? 

The Hon. C. A. MITCHELL.-That 
would be somewhere near it. I told 
the Rural Finance and Settlement 
Commission that I intended to 
raise this matter in Parliament, so 
the Minister would have been in­
formed about it. I have no objection 
to that. The fact is that these people 
are now building up a good baking 
business and they will get out of their 
difficulties. The Minister of Agri­
culture knows how hard young 
people who start off with practically 
nothing have to battle. I know how 
hard I had to battle. In the case to 
which I refer the Government intends 
to throw these people off their land 
despite the fact that they have the 
ability to survive and get back on 
top. I do not think these people 
should be thrown off their land and 
that is why I am raising this matter 
tonight. 

The Hon. D. G. ELLIOT.-A person 
has to come back. 

The Hon. C. A. MITCHELL.-I have 
been coming back with this case for 
some time, and no one in this State 
is more determined than I am when 
I start something. 

There is another problem in my 
province in the township of Simpson, 
and I want to direct the Govern­
ment's attention to it. The Government 
has seen me fight hard to keep the 
township of Simpson in one piece and 

not divided as it is at present. The 
Murray Goulburn Co-operative Co. 
Ltd. has had to build a store 1 mile 
out of the town. Simpson is a little 
town which is trying to develop but 
the Government would not allow the 
co-operative to obtain land on which 
to build a store in the town. Simpson 
is one of the few places where the 
Government controls the land. All 
honorable members should give some 
thought to this. The Liberal Party 
Government boasts that it stands for 
free enterprise but it forced the co­
operative to build its store 1 mile out 
of the town. There is a little store in 
the town and a big one outside it. 
How ridiculous can the Government 
get? 

The Hon. D. G. ELLIOT.-How 
many houses are situated in the 
town? 

The Hon. C. A. MITCHELL.-I 
have not counted them but it is a 
growing place which is situated in 
the Heytesbury settlement. The town 
should develop and grow but Govern­
ment action has caused a stupid 
situation whereby a firm has had to 
construct a store 1 mile outside the 
town. In 100 years the store might 
link up with the town, but the Govern­
ment should hang its head in shame 
over this matter. 

The Hon. K. S. GRoss.-How did 
the firm get land outside the town? 

The Hon. C. A. MITCHELL.-The 
company had to buy the land 
privately. I always seem to encounter 
difficulties when I attempt to address 
the House and to place facts before 
honorable members. Perhaps it is a 
good thing that whenever I speak, 
honorable members do not go to 
sleep. 

The Hon. B. P. DUNN (North­
W estern Province).- I reaffirm my 
loyalty to Her Majesty the Queen. 
Once again, I compliment His 
Excellency, Sir Rohan Delacombe, 
and Lady Delacombe on the wonder­
ful way in which they carry out their 
duties in the State. It would be fair 
to say that I should like to be able 
to share Mr. Mitchell's enthusiasm 
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but not his interjections. It is this 
sort of enthusiasm which we in 
country areas have used to stimulate 
the sort of development that we 
require. 

Before referring to State develop­
ment and certain other subjects, I 
wish to refer to forces which in this 
day and age are attempting to 
destroy the democratic processes of 
Government in this State, in Aus­
tralia and in other parts of the 
world. I make it clear that members 
of the Country Party and I will fight 
as hard as we can to ensure that the 
democratic processes of government 
continue to stand up against these 
forces. 

A fine example of government in 
operation can be seen in this House 
in the way in which honorable mem­
bers debate subjects for the benefit 
of the people of the State. The critics 
and those who are sceptical about the 
operation of Parliament 'Ought to 
visit this Chamber and see and hear 
for themselves how a democratic 
Parliament can operate. This does 
not mean that faults do nOot exist or 
that improvements cannot be 
effected. However, the basis on 
which to build a great State exists. 

It has taken 50 years of enthusiasm 
by the Country Party and perhaps a 
longer period of enthusiasm by 
country people to convince the 
Government that something needed 
to be done about decentralization. I 
compliment the Government on its 
late recognition of the need; it is an 
encouraging start. By the same 
token, it is an indictment of the 
Government that it has taken so long 
to lay down a plan for decentraliza­
tion in Victoria, and to take steps 
to encourage development in rural 
Victoria. I 'ask the Government 
why it has waited so long and until 
the population growth in MelbOourne 
has become unmanageable as have 
other associated problems? The 
Government should have learned the 
lessons which were apparent in other 
countries. Anybody who took an 
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interest in development trends over­
seas could have seen what was 
needed in this State and should have 
started not in 1972 but 20 or 30 years 
ago. 

The Hon. D. G. ELLIoT.-What 
other countries would Mr. Dunn cite? 

The Hon. B. P. DUNN.-In 
London moves have been made 
to overcome the problems associa­
ted with population growth, indus­
trial expansion 'and pollution control. 
It is unnecessary for Victoria to wait 
for other countries to take steps to 
improve their standards; the Govern­
ment should be able to look at the 
problems associated with centraliza­
tion and try to correct them before 
they become serious. 

The Hon. V. O. DICKIE.-What has 
London done? All of the satellite 
towns have joined up with the main 
metropolitan area of London and that 
is a bad trend. 

The Hon. B. P. DUNN.-I do not 
deny that. 

The Hon. V. O. DICKIE.-But Mr. 
Dunn cited London as an example 
of what the Victorian Government 
should have done. 

The Hon. B. P. DUNN.-I did not 
cite it as an example of what the 
Government should have done here; 
I am citing London and other coun­
tries as examples of where centraliza­
tion has occurred ,and created prob­
lems. The Victorian Government 
should have been able to foresee 
these things and should have taken 
the necessary steps to ensure that a 
similar situation did not occur in this 
State. The question now is how far 
the ten-point plan which the Minister 
fOor State Development and Decen­
traliza tion has announced will go 
towards achieving its real purpose. 
I tr1Jst that the people of Victoria 
will recognize the part played by 
the Country Party over a long period 
of time in urging decentralization. 

The Hon. D. G. ELLloT.-The 
Country Party might be all right 
locally, but nationally it is hand in 
glove with the conservative Liberal 
Party Government. 
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The Hon. B. P. DUNN.-For a long 
time, we in this State have tried to 
achieve balanced development in Vic­
toria and I think the efforts of the 
forebears of the Country Party in this 
regard should be recognized. It has 
taken a long time to convince the 
Government, but at last the message 
has got through. 

I am enthusiastic about State de­
velopment as undoubtedly is the new 
Minister for State Development and 
Decentralization. I am a little sorry 
for the honorable gentleman in that 
he has been given a responsibility 
which gives country people new hope 
but, as Mr. Mitchell has said, the 
Government has not backed the new 
Minister as much as it could have 
with finance. 

The Hon. MURRAY BYRNE.-That 
does not line up with what Mr. Dunn 
was reported in the p'ress to have 
said, namely that the Government 
should give a rebate on pay-roll tax­
that that would be the greatest thing 
for the Government to do. The Gov­
ernm'ent did it within six days. 

The Hon. B. P. DUNN.-That is 
only a small start. Many other meas­
ures need to be introduced as incen-I 
tives to attract industry to the coun­
try. Honorable members have been 
told that $2·3 million will be made 
available to the Department of State 
Development and Decentralization. 

The Hon. MURRAY BYRNE.-That 
has nothing to do with decentraliza­
tion; it is merely the running of the 
department. 

The Hon. B. P. DUNN.-This repre­
sents an increase of $1·067 million 
over last year, which is not a large 
increase if the department is to carry 
out the sort of measures which mem­
bers of the Country Party want. It 
appears that the Minister is saying 
that the additional allocation of 
finance in the Budget is for staff 
and administration. 

The Hon. MURRAY BYRNE.-Build­
ing a large bureaucracy does not nec­
essarily mean that decentralization 
will take place. 

The Hon. B. P. DUNN.-The Coun­
try Party does not want a bureau­
cracy; it wants decentralization 
moves. The Government's proposed 
plan on decentralization includes the 
implementation of regio~al decentra­
lization. I suggest to the Minister 
that regional centralization should not 
take place because the transfer of 
services to a regional capital would 
cause certain towns to go out of ex­
istence. I concede that every town in 
Victoria cannot have a university and 
perhaps cannot have a secondary in­
dustry. However, many towns are 
dying because governmental services 
such as stock inspectors, court houses 
and so on are being transferred to 
the regional capital. 

If it is proposed to have develop­
ment on a regional basis, probably 
this is fair enough and the Govern­
ment may be able to encourage one 
centre to develop and to attract in­
dustry. However, the small country 
towns should not be forgotten. I could 
take honorable members to many 
small towns which have been virtually 
killed by the development of a large 
centre. I issue that note of warning to 
the Minister for State Development 
and Decentralization. Some honor­
able members do not seem to regard 
regional centralization as a real prob­
lem associated with the development 
of Victoria, but I suggest that it is 
creating much ill-feeling amongst the 
residents of the smaller towns which 
are affected. The Government must 
lead the way and it is encourag­
ing to know that it intends to take 
steps to transfer some of the depart­
mental services into country areas. 
It would be possible to establish 
homes for wards of the State in 
country Victoria because it is a per­
fect environment for them. 

Transport is extremely important 
to the whole of the State. On oc­
casions, the State Government has 
offered the Victorian Railways to the 
Federal Government but this 
seems to be a defeatist attitude. 
Often in this House, honorable mem­
bers have said that the State must 
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retain its rights, and sometimes com­
plaints have been made that the 
Commonwealth Government is en­
croaching too much into State 
affairs; that it should allow the State 
more responsibilities in a certain 
field. The State Government has a 
responsibility for transport and if the 
railways are showing a loss, the Gov­
ernment should not unload them 
on to the Commonwealth; it should 
look at the problems besetting the 
railways and try to solve them. 

This year the railways' deficit will 
be $37 million, which is a lot of 
money. Undoubtedly, the situation 
cannot be allowed to continue and 
changes will be necessary. The type 
of changes to be effected concerns 
many people and many country 
municipalities. I certainly hope that 
the result will not be to leave country 
people without services or leave the 
metropolitan area serviced by roads, 
freeways and the motor car. Coun­
try people are often blamed for the 
large losses incurred on country rail 
operations, and the small amount of 
revenue derived from these operations. 

I have taken out figures-some 
of which were supplied to me in 
answers to questions asked in this 
House-concerning railway income 
and railway losses in the country and 
metropolitan areas. The railways face 
a tremendous problem. This was 
shown in the 1972 Victorian Year 
Book which published certain figures 
relating to railway costs. For in­
stance, in 1965-66 the revenue per 
mile gained by the railways through­
out Victoria was $23,765; in 1969-70 
it was $25,193-an increase of only 
$1,428. However, costs per mile 
amounted to $24,112 in 1965-66 and 
$28,431 in 1969-70. In other words, 
costs per mile increased by $4,319 
compared with an increase of $1,428 
in revenue. Results such as these 
have led to the large deficits dis­
closed in the railway accounts for this 
year. 

It is interesting to note that grain 
freights provided a large proportion 
of railway income. For example, 

wheat freights in the 1970-71 
financial year accounted for 23·02 per 
cent of railway freight income-' 
almost one-quarter-and 13 ·47 per 
cent of total railway income. 

Sir GILBERT CHANDLER.-They 
were peak periods, were they not? 

The Hon. B. P. DUNN.-Not 
necessarily. 

Sir GILBERT CHANDLER.-OVer the 
three years prior to that they were 
not as high. 

The Hon. B. P. DUNN.-Not quite, 
but there was a drought and also the 
introduction of wheat quotas. It is 
evident from the figures relating to 
grain freights and grain movements 
that country people, particularly in 
the grain-growing areas, are paying 
their way in freight costs. I con­
sider that freight costs are too 
high and are unfair to the wheat 
industry. Members of the Country 
Party have been making that asser­
tion for years, but last year the 
Government increased the freight on 
barley and oats at a time when it 
was desirable that farmers' costs 
should be kept to a minimum. 

In the year 1967-68, 40·3 per cent 
of the railway losses was incurred in 
the metropolitan area, and in 
1970-71 it was 41·2 per cent. There­
fore, the position is not as is stated 
in reports and many press re­
leases that country services are 
letting the railways down. As I 
said, about 40 per cent of the losses 
incurred result from metropolitan 
operations. 

The Hon. S. R. McDoNALD.-Do 
you think a few of those services 
should be closed down to save 
money? 

The Hon. B. P. DUNN.-I am say­
ing that various reports have sug­
gested alterations to country services, 
and perhaps some of these will be 
necessary, but I should like to see 
a similar report on metropolitan ser­
vices. The whole railway set-up 
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should be examined and the country 
should not be divorced from the city. 
In the reports of the Railways 
Commissioners the railway struc­
ture is taken as a whole, and the 
same principle should be followed 
in this regard. Prior to the imple­
mentation of measures based on the 
report on country services the peopJe 
should have an opportunity of ex­
amining the profitability of metro­
poli tan operations. 

The decision to close any rail­
way line or to abolish any passenger 
service will be taken seriously by 
country people. Admittedly, in cer­
tain cases changes may have to be 
made, and country people are pre­
pared to look at the situation 'Objec­
tively. However, it is not in the best 
interests of the State to leave towns 
and communities without transport 
services. If that is done, it will strike 
the first and worst blow against the 
development of those towns. 

The Hon. K. S. GRoss.-That has 
never been suggested anywhere, has 
it? 

The Hon. B. P. DUNN.-It has been 
suggested that certain lines should be 
closed and certain passenger services 
withdrawn. 

The Hon. K. S. GRoss.-But people 
will be given an alternative. 

The Hon. B. P. DUNN.-The people 
should be given an opportunity of ex­
pressing themselves and a proper in­
quiry should be undertaken. If an 
alternative is provided in the form of 
bus transport, the country town con­
cerned must have the security that 
that service will continue into the 
future; otherwise, it could be with­
drawn, as air services have been 
pulled out, and leave a town high and 
dry without any service. 

I now wish to mention several 
matters on the subject of education. 
Firstly, I am pleased that composite 
fees will be phased out in Victoria. 
It probably 'would not be a g'Ood 

move if all parental interest in 
schools was phased out because in 
the area that I represent a school is 
regarded as the centre of the town. 

Certain country high schools are 
concerned at the large turnover in 
staff each year. At many schools 
most 'Of the staff are almost straight 
out of college. The turnover in staff 
has an adverse effect on the operation 
of the schools. Difficulty is en­
countered in obtaining senior teachers 
and senior assistants. Some high 
schools do not seem to be able to 
attract and retain adequate numbers 
of senior staff. In the future it may be 
necessary for the Government to 
find some means of providing an 
incentive-financial or other-which 
will attract senior teachers to country 
high schools and ensure that they 
remain for a period. 

I am somewhat disappointed that 
the portfolios of water supply and 
public works have been combined 
because the administration of the 
Water Commission is tremendously 
important to the people of Victoria, 
not only to irrigators that it serves. 
I hope the Minister will in the future, 
as he has in the past, carry out his 
duties to the irrigators of Victoria. 

I now wish to mention a matter 
with which Mr. Gross and other 
members are familiar; that is, 
the evergreen subject of roll bars on 
tractors. Recently honorable mem­
bers probably received a copy of the 
regulations under the Labour and 
Industry Act prescribing roll bars and 
safety cabins on certain tractors 
throughout the State. From 1st 
October, 1974, it will be necessary to 
have roll bars or safety cabins fitted 
to all tractors manufactured or im­
ported into Victoria on or after that 
date, and from 1st October, 1982, 
roll bars or safety cabins must be 
fitted to all tractors in the State. 
Certain exemptions are provided as 
to size. The question has been asked 
why people do not want safety 
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cabins and roll bars on tractors. 
Admittedly, they may be necessary 
in certain areas, but the Government 
has pursued the policy of prescrib­
ing their fitting throughout the State, 
even in the flat areas of Victoria. I 
wish to quote from the Wimmera 
Mail-Times of 15th September, 1972, 
an article by Mr. A. G. Pietsch, 
who is a member of the Vic­
torian Farmers Union machinery 
committee. He pointed out that of 
the 40 people who died in Victorian 
tractor accidents in 1970 and 1971, 
only three were in the cereal-grow­
ing areas. He also said-

Nearly aU fatalities had been in Victoria's 
hill country or in circumstances where the 
terrain had no influence on the accident. 

Of the 40 tractor fatalities, only 20 
were farm fatalities. 

Of the 20 farm fatalities only 12 had 
been caused by a rolling tractor. 

Of the 12 rolling-tractor fatalities, only 3 
had occurred in cereal work. 

Mr. Pietsch is somewhat of an 
authority on these matters. 

The Hon. H. M. HAMILTON.-Were 
those three lives worth saving? 

The Hon. B. P. DUNN.-Admit­
tedly, but a farmer could fit a roll 
bar and safety cabin to his tractor 
tomorrow if he wished to save his 
life. That point should not be over­
looked. Mr. Pietsch went on to say-

Anti-roll bars-a basic four-post design 
without windscreen or canopy-would add 
more than $200 to the cost of a tractor. 

A safety cabin, 'an alternativle to roll bars, 
would cost up to $640 for tractors in the 
under-8,OOO-lb. gross weight range. 

The Hon. D. G. ELLIOT.-I have had 
them fitted to three tractors at an 
average cost of $213-roll bars plus 
canopies! 

The Hon. B. P. DUNN.-That is 
interesting. 

The Han. K. S. GRoss.-Has Mr. 
Dunn a copy of the new regulations? 

The Hon. B. P. DUNN.-I have it 
here. 

The Hon. K. S. GROSS.-They have 
been superseded. 

The Hon. B. P. DUNN.-I heard 
that there may have been a change, 
although I have not seen a copy. 
I hope that is the 'result of certain 
representations made by the Country 
Party. 

The Hon. K~ S. GRoss.-No, by the 
Liberal Party. 

The Hon. B. P. DUNN.-Mr. Gross 
should not forget that the Govern­
ment brought in these regulations in 
the first place. After a long period 
of examination, members of the 
Country Party wanted to ensure that 
exemptions were provided for farmers 
in the flat areas. As prescribed, the 
regulations did not provide exemp­
tions on the sort of broad basis that 
we desired. I shall be interested to 
see a copy of the new regulations 
to which Mr. Gross referred. 

No doubt I shall have an oppor­
tunity of speaking in other debates on 
other matters concerning the State's 
operations. In closing, I hope the 
efforts which the Government intends 
to make in the field of decentraliza­
tion throughout the State will be 
backed with the necessary finance 
and that it will be able to encourage 
the sort of developm"ent for which 
members of the Country Party have 
been fighting over a long period. 

On the motion of the Hon. H. R. 
WARD (South-Eastern Province) , 
the debate was adjourned. 

It was ordered that the debate be 
adjourned until the next day of 
meeting. 

SUMMER TIME BILL. 
This Bill was received from the 

Assembly and, on the motion of the 
Hon. Murray Byrne (Minister for 
State Development and Decentraliza­
tion), for the Han. A. J. HUNT 
(Minister for Local Government), was 
read a first time. 

The House adjourned at 10.21 p.m .. 
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iJtgi.alutint A.a.atmbly. 

Tuesday, September 19, 1972. 

The SPEAKER (Sir Vernon Christie) 
took the chair at 4.3 p.m., and read 
the prayer. 

QUESTIONS ON NOTICE. 

The following answers to questions 
on notice were circulated:-

POLICE DEPARTMENT. 
RECOMMENDATIONS OF ST. JOHNSTON 

REPORT: IMPLEMENTATION. 

(Question No. 10) 

Mr. WILKES (Northcote) asked 
the Chief Secretary-

1. How many additional recommendations 
in the report of Colonel Sir Eric St. John­
ston on the Police Force concerning the 
Criminal Investigation Branch have been 
implemented since 22nd March, 1972? 

2. How many have been deferred and for 
what reason? 

Mr. MEAGHER (Chief Secre­
tary) .-The answer is-

1. As indicated to the honorable member 
on 22nd March last, nineteen recommenda­
tions relating to the Criminal Investigation 
Branch were made by Colonel Sir Eric St. 
Johnston in his report on the Police Force. 

Of these, eight have been, or are in the 
course of being implemented, five are being 
actively considered, three have been de­
ferred for the present and three have been 
rejected. 

2. No recommendations have been de­
ferred since 22nd March, 1972. 

STAFFING OF POLICE STATIONS IN 
NORTHERN SUBURBS. 

(Question No. 27) 

Mr. EDMUNDS (Moonee Ponds) 
asked the Chief Secretary-

1. Whether, in view of predicted increases 
in the strength of the Police Force, he will 
direct that more police personnel be 

stationed at Essendon, Moonee Ponds, and 
Ascot Vale police stations, respectively, in 
the immediate future? 

2. Which police stations in the electoral 
districts of Moonee Ponds, Essendon, Deer 
Park and Broadmeadows, respectively, can 
expect additional police? 

3. Whether any surveY,apart from the 
report of Colonel Sir Eric St. Johnston, has 
been made as to how many additional police 
are required in the above-mentioned elect­
oral districts; if so, what was the result of 
such survey? 

Mr. MEAGHER (Chief Secre­
tary) .-The answer is-

I, 2 and 3. A number of surveys have 
been undertaken of police services to the 
areas referred to by the honorable member. 
These surveys were made in conjunction 
with planning for the reorganization of 
metropolitan police districts following 
Colonel Sir Eric St. Johnston's report on the 
Police Force. 

As a consequence of these surveys, a 
new district, known as the Sunshine district, 
was formed, and the former Bourke district, 
now known as the Moonee Ponds district, 
was restructured on 4th September last with 
the implementation of stage 2 of the metro­
politan police districts plan. 

This has resulted in an over-all effective 
increase of 87 in the number of police in the 
Sunshine and Moonee Ponds districts. 

Wi-thin the electoral districts referred to 
by the honorable member, additional police 
have been appointed to the following police 
stations :-

(a) Essendon electoral district 
Glenroy-strength increased by one 
chief inspector and two constables. 

(b) Deer Park electoral district 
Avondale Heights-six officers and 
ten members appointed to man the 
headquarters of the new Sunshine 
district and a further six uniform 
members appointed to the police 
station staff. 

Another two chief inspectors and a 
detective chief inspector have been 
appointed to the Sunshine district and 
a detective and two uniform members 
have been appointed to the Sunshine 
police station whose sub-district in­
cludes part of the electoral district of 
Deer Park. 

(c) Broadmeadows electoral dis­
trict 

B'roadmeadows-strength increased 
by two uniform members and two 
detectives. 
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Thomastown-strength increased by 
three detectives. 

(d) Moonee Ponds electoral dis­
trict 

Nil. 

To further improve police services to these 
areas, a Crime Car Squad has been stationed 
at Sunshine to serve the new Sunshine dis­
trict. The strength of the squad is 1 senior 
sergeant, 10 sergeants and 15 senior con­
stables or constables. 

Moreover, while Ascot Vale does not 
operate as a uniform police station, it will 
continue to be used by the Crime Car Squad 
operating in the Moonee Ponds district. The 
area to be patrolled by this squad has been 
considerably reduced to allow concentrated 
attention to be given to it. 

The appointment of additional manpower, 
together with the reorganization of policing 
arrangements following the implementation 
of stage 2 of the metropolitan police dis­
trict's plan, will greatly improve police 
supervision, but I can assure the honorable 
member that the Chief Commissioner of 
Police will keep the needs of the areas un­
der constant review and, should the need for 
additional services arise, that appropriate 
action will be taken. 

MOTOR VEHICLES: TESTING OF 
SPEEDOMETERS. 

(Question No. 70) 

Mr. WILKES (North cote) asked the 
Chief Secretary-

1. Whether speedometers on police motor 
cars and motor cycles, respectively, are 
tested for accuracy before the car or cycle 
is put into service; if so, what is the method 
of testing; if not, when they are tested or at 
what mileage they receive their first test? 

2. Whether a complete log has been kept 
of the checks taken on all speedometers on 
police cars and motor cycles; if so, whether 
it has been found in some instances that the 
differential from accuracy has varied by as 
much as 6 miles per hour slow or 6 miles 
per hour fast on certain makes of motor­
cycles or cars? 

Mr. MEAGHER (Chief Secretary). 
The answer is-

1. Yes. The speedometer head is removed 
from the instrument panel and the head 
calibrated by the actual manufacturer to 
1,000 revolutions per minute which equals 
60 miles per hour. The speedometer cable 

driving gear is checked by a cable counter 
over a measured mile, requiring 1,000 cable 
turns in one measured mile. If cable revo­
lutions are not correct the driven gear is 
corrected by reducing or adding the correct 
gear. 

2. Yes. The speedometers of some police 
cars and motor cycles have been found, on 
initial delivery of the vehicles from the 
dealers, to have been from 5 to 8 miles per 
hour fast. The speedometers are, however, 
adjusted before the vehicles are used on 
police service. 

DRINKING DRIVERS. 

(Question No. 144) 

Mr. W. J. LEWIS (Portland) asked 
the Chief Secretary-

1. How many persons have been appre­
hended for driving with a blood alcohol 
content in excess of ·05 per cent since the 
introduction of the present law? 

2. How many persons were apprehended 
for driving under the influence of alcohol in 
this period? 

3. How many persons were subsequently 
gaoled on being convicted for driving without 
a licence, after having had their licences 
cancelled for this offence? 

Mr. MEAGHER (Chief Secretary). 
-The answer is-

1. 37,188 (to 31st August, 1972). 

2. 10,871 (to 31st August, 1972). 

3. The information requested is not readily 
available as statistics of this nature are not 
kept. To obtain this information, would 
necessitate a physical search of several 
thousand briefs relating to all types of traffic 
offences. 

LIBRARY SERVICES. 

SUBSIDIES AND GRANTS. 

(Question No. 28) 

Mr. EDMUNDS (Moonee Ponds) 
asked the Treasurer-

Which persons and/or organizations have 
made representations to the Government in 
the past twelve months to have library sub­
sidies and grants increased, particularly for 
the metropolitan area? 
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Mr. HAMER (Premier and Treas­
urer) .-The answer is-

The following persons and organizations 

Name 

The Hon. R. W. Garrett, M.L.C. 
The Hon. Sir Gilbert Chandler, M.L.C. 
The Hon. V. O. Dickie, M.L.C. .. 
The Hon. Murray Byrne, M.L.C ... 

The Hon. B. P. Dunn, M.L.C. 

The Hon. W. G. Fry, M.L.C. 

The Hon. K. S. Gross, M.L.C. 

The Hon. R. M. Hamilton, M.L.C. 
The Hon. C. A. M. Hider, M.L.C. 
The Hon. C. A. Mitchell, M.L.C. 
The Hon. Haddon Storey, M.L.C. 
The Hon. J. M. Tripovich, M.L.C. 
The Hon. Sir George Reid, Q.C., M.P. 
The Hon. J. C. M. Balfour, M.P. 

The Hon. J. F. Rossiter, M.P. 
Mr. D. G. I. Amos, M.P. 
Mr. N. A. W. Billing, M.P. 

Mr. H. W. Birrell, M.P. 

Mr. D. Bomstein, M.P. 
Mr. E. J. Curnow, M.P. 
Mr. B. J. Dixon, M.P. .. 

The Hon. V. J. Doube, M.P. 

Mr. C. T. Edmunds, M.P. 
Mr. A. T. Evans, M.P ... 
Mr. B. J. Evans, M.P. .. 
Mr. R. W. Fell, M. P. .. 

Mr. G. P. Hayes, M.P. 

Mr. W. J. Lewis, M.P. 
Mr. A. A. C. Lind, M. P. 

The Hon. J. W. Manson, M.P. 
Mr. P. Ross-Edwards, M.P. 

Mr. A. V. Smith, M.P ... 

Mr. W. F. Stephen, M.P. 

Mr. R. N. Stokes, M.P. 

Mr. T. C. Trewin, M.P. 

have made representations to the Govern­
ment within the past twelve months for an 
increase in library subsidies and grants:-

On behalf of-

City of Box Hill. 
City of Ringwood. 
Shire of Ballarat. 
City of Ballarat, 
City of Ararat and the Ararat Regional 

Library. 
The Library Promotion Committee of Vic­

toria. 
City of Brighton and the Library Promotion 

Committee of Victoria. 
The Library Promotion Committee of Vic-

toria. 
The Mordialloc-Chelsea Regional Library. 
City of Brighton. 
Shire of Mount Rouse. 
City of Box Hill. 
Moonee Valley Regional Library. 
City of Box Hill. 
City of Moe and the Library Promotion 

Committee of Victoria. 
City of Sandringham and City of Brighton. 
Shire of Mirboo. 
Dandenong Valley Regional Library and the 

Mordialloc-Chelsea Regional Library. 

The Library Promotion Committee of Vic-
toria. 

The Moonee Valley Regional Library. 
Shire of Charlton. 
City of Brighton and the Library Promotion 

Committee of Victoria. 
City of South Melbourne and the Library 

Promotion Committee of Victoria. 
The Moonee Valley Regional Library. 
Shire of Ballarat. 
The East Gippsland Regional Library. 
Shire of Diamond Valley and metropolitan 

public libraries generally. 
City of Knox and the Eastern Metropolitan 

Library. 
Shire of Mount Rouse. 
City of Springvale and the Dandenong 

Valley Regional Library. 
City of Ringwood. 
The Goulburn Valley Regional Library and 

country libraries generally. 
The Library Promotion Committee of Vic­

toria. 
The Library Promotion Committee of Vic­

toria. 
The Library Promotion Committee of Vic­

toria. 
The Library Promotion Committee of Vic­

toria. 
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Name 

Mr. K. H. Wheeler, M.P. 
Mr. M. S. Whiting, M.P. 
Mr. F. N. Wilkes, M.P. 

Mr. J. T. Wilton, M.P. 

PROBATION AND PAROLE 
DIVISION. 

HONORARY PROBATION OFFICERS. 

(Question No. 29) 

Mr. EDMUNDS (Moonee Ponds) 
asked the Minister for Social Wel­
fare--

1. How many honorary probation officers 
reside in the City of Essendon, what are 

Name Address 

On behalf of-

The Moonee Valley Regional Library. 
Country libraries. 
City of Northcote and the City of Colling­

wood. 
The Library Promotion Committee of Vic-

toria. 
Shire of Ararat. 
Shire of Bairnsdale. 
City of Hamilton. 
City of Keilor. 
Shire of Tambo. 
caulfield-Malvern Regional Library. 
Dandenong Valley Regional Library. 
East Gippsland Regional Library. 
Heidelberg Regional Library. 
Library Promotion Committee of Victoria. 
Mordialloc-Chelsea R!egional Library. 
Wimmera Regional Library. 

their names and addresses, when each was 
appointed and for how long? 

2. What qualifications are required for 
appointment as honorary probation officer? 

Mr. I. W. SMITH (Minister for 
Social Welfare).-The answer is-

1. Fifteen honorary probation officers 
reside in this area and details are contained 
in the following table. Appointments are 
made in general terms and no specific period 
is described-

Appointed 

Ascot Vale 3022 
Cousins, Henry W. 117 Charles Street, Ascot Vale 8th February, 1966 

Essendon 3040 
Blott, Brenda T. 
Grills, David J. 
Hardiman, Edward B. 
Risstrom, Rev. D. W. 
Hogan, John R. 
Dickie, Rev. A. M. 

Glenbervie, see Essendon. 
Moonee Ponds 3039 
Finch, Edward W. 
Readwin, Kenneth 
Deasey, R. H. 

North Essendon 3041 
Gallagher, Rev. Eugene 
Holloway, Rev. Charles 
Kneebone, William H. 
Wills, Nancy Valerie 
Potter, Rev. Robert 

3 Levien Street, Essendon 
406 Buckley Street, Essendon 
5 Nicholson Street, Essendon 
70 Richardson Street, Essendon 
14 Diamond Street, West Essendon 
151 Roberts Street, Essendon 

26th November, 1968 
27th June, 1972 
15th June, 1960 
Early 1960s 
29th June, 1971 
Crown Law appointment 

48 Salisbury Street, Moonee Ponds .. 26th August, 1969 
26 Wilson Street, Moonee Ponds 15th August, 1972 
760 Mt. Alexander Road, Moonee Ponds 1st July, 1969 

2 The Crossway, Strathmore .. 
24 Williamson Avenue, Strathmore 
24 Lind Street, Strathmore .. 
64 Carnarvon Road, Strathmore 
130 Keilor Road, North Essendon 

23rd March, 1971 
10th May, 1966 
26th August, 1969 
15th February, 1972 
21st January, 1969 

2. No formal qualifications are required, 
but introductory training is available at the 
Institute of Training, the Children'S Court, 
Melbourne, and regional centres. Appointees 
are expected to be of good repute, to be 
actively interested in assisting offenders 
towards rehabilitation, and to have ability 
to obtain 'Co-operation and to counsel 
appropriately. 

VICTORIAN RAILWAYS. 
GEELONG-MELBOURNE LINE: 

PASSENGER SERVICE: DUPLICATION. 
(Question No. 37) 

Mr. TREZISE (Geelong North) 
asked the Minister of Transport-

1. How many passenger trains operated 
from Geelong to Melbourne in each of the 
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past ten weeks, indicating how many arrived 
at Spencer Street station-(a) on time; and 
(b) 'late? 

2. What period of time each late train 
was behind schedule, what were the reasons' 
fQr late arrival in each case, 'and what action 
has or will be taken tQ overcome 'Or minimise 
further late arrivals? 

Mr. WILCOX (Minister of Trans­
port) .-The answer is-

During the ten weeks ended 2nd Septem­
ber (except the week ended 26th August 
when there was a 'One-day industrial stop­
page) 78 trains 'Operated frQm GeelQng tQ 
Melbourne each week, a total of 767 trains. 

( a) 504 trains ran on time. 
(b) 263 were late as fQll'Ows:-

Under three minutes 40 .occasions 
3-5 minutes 106 occasions 
6-10 minutes 85 occasi'Ons 
11-15 minutes 21 QccasiQns 
16-20 'Occasi'Ons 6 QccasiQns 
21-30 minutes 4 occasiQns 
Over 30 minutes 1 occasi'On 

MQst delays were due t'O speed restrictiQns 
alQng the line hecause 'Of-

CQnstructiQn wQrk 'On an extra track and 
bridge renewals in the FQotscray, SQuth 
KensingtQn and N'Orth Melb'Ourne areas; 

Interference from suburban trains running 
late because 'Of staff difficulties. 

Other delays were caused by point and 
signal failures, locomotive defects and 
industrial trQuble. 

The effects 'Of interference fr'Om c'Onstruc­
tiQn has ceased and on 28th August time­
keeping impr'OVied. 

The commissiQners have assured me they 
are doing everything they can tQ 'Overcome 
the staff and Qperati'Onal difficulties. 

(Questi'On NQ. 118) 

Mr. TREZISE (Geelong North) 
asked the Minister of Transport-

1. When it is planned t'O complete dupli­
catiQn 'Of the GeelQng tQ Melbourne rail 
line? 

2. What distance of duplicatiQn wQrk has 
been cQmpleted 'On the line in each 'Of the 
past twenty years? 

Mr. WILCOX (Minister of Trans­
port) .-The answer is-

1. As soon as funds are available. 
2. DuplicatiQn w'Ork c'Ommenced in 1958. 

WQrk was completed and brQught intQ ser­
vice 'On the fQllQwing sectiQns during:-

1959-31 miles between NQrth GeelQng 
and CoriQ. 

1965-2} miles between RQck Lo'OP and 
LavertQn. 

1967-31 miles between Newport South 
and RQck LoQP. 

1968-61 miles between Laverton and 
Werribee. 

1970-9{ miles between Werribee and 
Little River. 

MELBOURNE UNDERGROUND RAIL Loop. 
(QuestiQn NQ. 151) 

Mr. FELL (Greensborough) asked 
the Minister of Transport-

Whether investigatiQns have been made 
intQ the effect Qf-( a) the CQst escalation 
'Of the MelbQurne undergrQund rail loop 
prQject; (b) the likely failure, accQrding to 
MelbQurne and Metropolitan Board 'Of 
WQrks figures 'Of the City of MelbQurne and 
inner suburban emplQyment to reach the 
figure predicted by the Metropolitan Trans­
portatiQn CQmmittee in justificatiQn of the 
prQject; and (c) the recent staggering .of 
public service and 'Other private employ­
ment wQrking hours tQ relieve the public 
transport peak; if so-(i) what was the 
result .of the investigatiQns; (ii) what jus­
tification there is fQr cQntinuing with the 
prQject; and (iii) what are the revised cash 
benefit ratiQs fQr the prQject? 

Mr. WILCOX (Minister of Trans· 
port) .-The answer is-

The matters mentiQned have been con· 
sidered and I supply the hQnQrable mem­
ber with the fQllQwing infQrmatiQn:-

The cost 'Of CQnstructiQn .of the IQop was 
increased during a periQd when wage costs 
rQse by almQst 50 per cent. 

The constructiQn .of the MelbQurne under­
grQund rail IQQP is proceeding as an es· 
sential prQject tQ imprQve transPQrt ser­
vices in MelbQurne. 

The IQQP is a key sectiQn 'Of the metro­
PQlitan transPQrtatiQn plan which is being 
currently re-examined tQ reduce the impact 
.of the planned freeway network and up­
grade public transPQrt to attract people 
away frQm mQtQr cars. 

ADMINISTRATION. 

(QuestiQn N Q. 153) 

Mr. FELL (Greensborough) asked 
the Minister of Transport-

1. What actiQn is being taken to correct 
the administrative deficiencies in the Rail­
way Department which were referred to 
in the report .of the B'Oard 'Of Inquiry into 
the Vict'Orian Land Transport System. 

2. Whether similar deficiencies exist in 
bQth the QperatiQnal and planning aspects? 

Mr. WILCOX (Minister of Trans­
port) .-The answer is-

The report of the BQard .of Inquiry int'O 
Land Transport in VictQria made a 
number 'Of recQmmendatiQns cQncerning 
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improvement in the efficiency in many as­
pects of the Victorian Railways and the 
land transport system. 

I expect legislation to be brought before 
the Parliament this session to convert the 
corporate structure of the railways to a 
type more appropriate to a commercial 
undertaking of the size and complexity of 
the railways. 

Sir Henry Bland has been retained by the 
Government to investigate matter,s concern­
ing the carriage of wool, bulk grains, and 
petroleum products. 

The commissioners have received and 
are acting upon recommendations made by 
management consultants who examined 
the Commercial Branch and they have 
established a cost research unit employing 
traffic staff, economists and engineers. 

An investigation is being undertaken by 
the commissioners to enable greater effici­
ency in relation to the carriage of traffic 
in small consignments. 

ROAD SAFETY AND TRAFFIC 
AUTHORITY. 

ROAD SAFETY IMPROVEMENTS IN 
CORIO. 

(Question No. 50) 
Mr. TREZISE (Geelong North) 

asked the Chief Secretary-
When a decision can be expected regard­

ing proposed safety improvements at and 
in the vicinity of the Princes Highway and 
Purnell Road intersection at Corio? 

Mr. MEAGHER (Chief Secretary). 
-The answer is-

I am advised by my colleague, the Minis­
ter for Local Government, that reconstruc­
tion work, including modification of the 
existing traffic islands, will be carried out 
by the Country Roads Board at this inter­
section during the current financial year 
and will allow for the erection of traffic 
signals. 

SAFETY OF GEELONG WEST AND 
NORTH GEELONG INTERSECTIONS. 

(Question No. 51) 
Mr. TREZISE (Geelong North) 

asked the Chief Secretary-
What steps, if any, are being taken to 

Unprove the traffic safety factor at the 
Minerva Road and Autumn Street, Geelong 
West, and the Melbourne Road and Mackay 
Street, North Geelong, intersections? 

Mr. MEAGHER (Chief Secretary). 
-The answer is-

The Minerva Road and Autumn Street 
intersection is on the boundary of the City 
of Newtown and the City of Geelong West. 
No representations have been received by 
the Road Safety and Traffic Authority from 

either council concerning a need to improve 
safety at this location and in the circum­
stances, I have asked the chairman to seek 
the advice of the respective councils on 
this matter. 

With regard to the Melbourne Road and 
Mackay Street intersection, I am advised by 
my colleague, the Minister for Local Gov­
ernment, that current reconstruction work 
being undertaken by the Country Roads 
Board on the Princes Highway southerly 
from Separation Street includes the provi­
sion of a median with an opening at 
Mackay Street. The council is at present 
reconstructing Mackay Street. 

(Question No. 52) 
Mr. TREZISE (Gee long North) 

asked the Chief Secretary-
1. What procedure is in operation to 

improve the safety factor for traffic at the 
intersection of Pakington Street and the 
recently-constructed Telegraph bridge at 
Geelong West? 

2. When it is expected safety measures 
for this intersection will be carried out? 

Mr. MEAGHER (Chief Secretary). 
-The answer is-

I am advised by my colleague, the 
Minister for Local Government, that-

1. The Country Roads Board proposes to 
provide dual carriageways on the Midland 
Highway westerly from Telegraph bridge. 

2. It is expected that work will commence 
on the construction of the dual carriage­
ways in 1973-74. The date of commence­
ment will depend on the progress made with 
the acquisition of property for this project. 

SAFETY OF HERNE HILL INTERSECTION. 
(Question No. 54) 

Mr. TREZISE (Geelong North) 
asked the Chief Secretary-

Whether he will investigate the need for 
improved safety measures at the Church 
Street and Minerva Road intersection which 
is adjacent to the Heme Hill Primary 
School? 

Mr. MEAGHER (Chief Secretary). 
-The answer is-

Yes, I have asked the Road Safety and 
Traffic Authority to confer with Corio Shire 
Council and advise me on this matter. 

TRAFFIC LIGHTS AT GEELONG WEST 
INTERSECTION. 

(Question No. 55) 

Mr. TREZISE (Gee long North) 
asked the Chief Secretary-

Whether an investigation is being made 
into the need to convert the present flash­
ing light signals at the intersection of 
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Shannon Avenue and Church Street, Geelong 
West, to the normal "stop-go" system; if 
so, when a decision can be expected? 

Mr. MEAGHER (Chief Secretary). 
-The answer is-

Yes. At present the Road Safety and 
Traffic Authority is examining additional 
data provided recently by the Corio Shire 
Council and an early decision is expected 
on the proposal. 

TOTALIZATOR AGENCY BOARD. 
FUNDS FOR RACECOURSE 

DEVELOPMENT. 

(Question No.. 74) 

Mr. SHILTON (Midlands) asked the 
Minister for Youth and Recreation­

In respect of Totalizator Agency Board 
funds paid to racecourses and greyhound 
grounds development funds-

l. Which clubs, receiving such funds are 
established on-(a) Crown land; and (b) 
land vested in a municipality? 

2. At which of these grounds such clubs 
share joint use with other sporting bodi·es 
and who are those other bodies? 

3. What rental is paid by other users to 
the respective ground management commit­
tees? 

Mr. I. W. SMITH (Minister for 
Youth and Recreation) .-The answer 
is-

1. (a) CROWN LAND. 
Race clubs. 
Apsley Racing Club. 
Ararat Turf Club. 
Avoca Shire Turf Club. 
Benall:a Racing Club. 
Bendigo. Jockey Club. 
Burrumbeet Park and Winder-

mere Racing Club. 
Camperdown Turf Club. 
Casterton Racing Club. 
Chiltern Racing Club. 
Colac Turf Club. 
Colerain'e Racing Club. 
Cranbourne Turf Club. 
Donald and District Jockey Club. 
Echuca Racing Club. 
Geelong Racing Club. 
Tatura Turf Club. 
Great Western Race Club. 
Hamilton Racing Club. 
Hanging Rock Racing Club. 
Horsham District Racing Club. 
Kaniva Racing Club. 
Kerang Turf Club. 
Kilmolle Turf Club. 
Kyneton District Racing Club. 
Manangatang Racing Club. 
Mansfield District Racing Club. 
Mildura Racing Club. 
Moe Racing Club. 

l. (b). 

on Notice. 

Mortlake Racing Club. 
Mt. Wycheproof and District Race 

Club. 
Murtoa Raoe Club. 
Nhill Race Club. 
Penshurst and District Racing 

Club. 
Quambatook Racing Club. 
St. Arnaud Turf Club. 
Sale Turf Club. 
Seymour Racing Club. 
South Gippsland Racing Club. 
Stawell Amateur Turf Club. 
Swan Hill Jockey Club. 
Terang Racing Club. 
Towong Turf Club. 
Traralgon Racing Club. 
Victoria Amateur Turf Club 

(Caulfield) . 
Wangaratta Turf Club. 
Warracknabeal Turf Club. 
Warrnambool Racing Club. 
Watchem-Birchip Racing Club. 
Werribee Racing Club. 
Wodonga Turf Club. 
Woodend Race Club. 
Trotting clubs. 
Ararat and District Trotting Club. 
Ballarat and District Trotting 

Club. 
Boort Trotting Club. 
Charlton Trotting Club. 
Cob ram and District Trotting 

Club. 
Cranbourne Trotting Club. 
Geelong Trotting Club. 
Kilmore Trotting Club. 
Maryborough Trotting Club. 
Nyah District Trotting Club. 
Ouyen Trotting Club. 
St. Arnaud and District Trotting 

Club. 
Stawell Trotting Club. 
Sunraysia Trotting Club. 
Wangaratta Trotting Club. 
Warragul and District Trotting 

Club. 
Wedderburn and District Trot-

ting Club. 
Wimmera Trotting Club. 
Greyhound clubs. 
Melbourne Greyhound Racing 

Association. 
Geelong Greyhound Racing Club. 
Warragul Greyhound Racing 

Club. 
Sale and District Greyhound Rac­

ing Club. 

Hanging Rock Racing Club. 
Horsham and District Racing 

Club. 
Mildura Racing Club. 
Moe Racing Club. 
Mt. Wycheproof and District Race 

Club. 
Traralgon Racing Club. 
Ballarat and District Trotting 

Club. 
Charlton Trotting Club. 
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W:arragul and District Trotting 
Club. 

Wedderburn and District TrDtting 
Club. 

2. There is nO' readily available complete 
record of the names of the bodies sharing 
the facilities with these clubs. The records 
of the Racecourses Licences Board and the 
Greyhound Racing Grounds. Development 
Board indicate that the activities named 
are conducted Dn the racecourses and grey­
hound grounds hereunder. 

RACECOURSE (GallDping). 
Ararat 
Benalla 

BendigO' 

Camperdown .. 
Chiltem 

Colac 

Cranbourne 

Donald 
Geelong 
Tatura 

Kerang 

Kilmore 

Manang.atang 
Mildura 
Moe 

Mt. Wycheproof 

Penshurst 
Quambatook 
Seymour 

Stony Creek 

Stawell 
Swan Hill 
TDwong 
Traralgon 

WarrnamboO'l 
Watchem 

Werribee 
Wodonga 
Woodend 

Gun clubs. 
Plumpton coursing pony 

clubs. 
Polo. cross, cross cDuntry 

'running, cricket, golf. 
Plumpton coursing. 
Murray Valley Hunt Club 

(amateur). 
Gun clubs, light harness 

club. 
Football, cricket, trotting, 

tennis, bowls, athletics, 
basketball, girl guides, 
little athletics. 

Pony club. 
Plumpton coursing. 
Plumpton coursing, gun 

club (pistol club). 
Football, cricket, annual 

show, trotting training 
track. 

Show society (A. and P.) 
pony club, gymkhana, 
rodeo., football training, 
Friesands society, hospi-
tal carnival. 

Motor sports. 
Picnic facilities. 
Football, cricket, hock·ey, 

basketball, pigeon club, 
pony club, polo· cross, 
croquet. 

Golf, tennis, football, 
cricket. 

Plumpton coursing, golf. 
Golf, football, cricket. 
Pony club, school outings, 

football training. 
Football, cricket, pony 

club. 
Sheep society show. 
Golf. 
Pony club, polO' cross. 
Baseball (proposed trot· 

ting training, greyhound 
racing) . 

Scouts, pony club. 
Football, cricket, CF A 

demonstrations. 
Golf. 
Annual shO'w. 
Football, cricket, pony 

club. 

(Trotting). 
BODrt 

Charlton 
Cobram 
Cranbourne 
Kilmore 
Maryborough 

Nyah 
Ouyen 
St. Arn;aud 

Stawell 

Sunraysia 
Warragul 

Wedderburn 

Wimmera 

Football, cricket, show 
society, young farmers, 
schools activities. 

Football, cricket. 
Show society. 
See above. 
See above. 
Gun club, IO'cal fetes, 
gymkhanas (four a year). 
Football, cricket. 
FODtball. 
Show society 

schools). 
(tennis, 

Show society (drive-in 
patrons) . 

Football, cricket. 
Football, cricket, cycling, 

greyhound racing, bas­
ketball. 

Football, cricket, schools 
activities. 

Show society. 

Greyhowul Racing Grounds. 
Olympic Park.. Rugby. 
GeelO'ng Trots. 
Warragul See trotting. 
Sale . . Show society. 

3. There is no record in the department of 
the rental paid to. ground management com­
mittees by Dther users. 

OMEGA NAVIGATION STATION. 
ESTABLISHMENT IN VICTORIA. 

(Question No. 75) 
Mr. CURNOW (Kara Kara) asked 

the Premier-
Whether he has received any communica­

tion from the Minister for Shipping and 
Transport concerning the possible establish­
ment of an Omega navigation station in 
Victoria; if so-(a) what are the details of 
the communication; and (b) whether any 
areas mentioned as sites were to be investi­
gated and, in that event, what are these 
sites? 

Mr. HAMER (Premier and Treas­
urer).-The answer is-

No. The Prime Minister wrote to the 
former Premier early this year seeking the 
Government's concurrence in the conduct 
of field tests in northern Victoria which 
would assist in the choice of the most suit­
able site for an Omega Station. .Similar 
tests were made in other States. 

The Government gave its concurrence and 
sites north of Wedderburn and near Kerang 
were investigated by officers of the Depart­
ment of Shipping and Transport in consulta­
tion with State authorities. 

Recent press reports indicate that a site 
near Boort may be chosen for the Omega 
installation. 
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MELBOURNE AND METROPOLITAN 
BOARD OF WORKS. 

PROPERTY IN REYNARD STREET, 
PASCOE VALE SOUTH. 

(Question No. 110) 
Mr. TURNBULL (Brunswick West) 

asked the Minister of Transport, for 
the Minister for Local Government-

If he will ascertain and inform the House, 
whether the Melbourne and Metropolitan 
Board of Works acquired the property at 
380 Reynard Street, Pascoe Vale South, for 
road purposes; if so-(a) who previously 
owned the property; (b) under what auth­
ority such premises were acquired; and (c) 
whether such premises are to be demolished 
and, in that event, when and for what 
purposes the premises will be used in the 
interim? 

Mr. WILCOX (Minister of Trans­
port) .-The Minister for Local Gov­
ernment has supplied the following 
answer:-

The Melbourne and Metropolitan Board 
of Works has not acquired the property at 
No. 380 Reynard Street, Pascoe Vale South 
for road purposes. The property is in a 
residential 'c' zone and is not subject to 
any existing or proposed reservation in the 
planning scheme. The property is a shop 
owned and occupied by A. H. McKenzie. 

MERRI CREEK: 
SUPERVISIO N: 

CONTROL AND 
POLLUTION. 

(Question No. 113) 

Mr. TURNBULL (Brunswick West) 
asked the Minister of Transport, for 
the Minister for Local Government-

1. Whether the waters of the Merri Creek 
are under the control and supervision of 
the Melbourne and Metropolitan Board of 
Works; if so, what legal proceedings in 
respect of the pollution of its waters have 
been instituted by the board against persons 
or companies, indicating the person or 
company? 

2. Whether the Minister has caused in­
quiries to be made into the legal responsi­
bility of cleansing the Coburg lake, a portion 
of the Merri Creek; if so, what was the 
result of such inquiries? 

Mr. WILCOX (Minister of Trans­
port) .-The answer supplied by the 
Minister for Loca'l Government is-

1. The Merri Creek is under the manage­
ment and control of the Melbourne and 
Metropolitan Board of Works. The board 
has not instituted legal proceedings against 
any persons or company with respect to 
polluted discharge to Merri Creek. 

2. The Minister has caused inquiries to 
be m~de into the legal responsibility of 
cleansmg the Coburg lake. Legal advice 
has been received by both the board and 
the Coburg City Council to the effect that 
neither is legally responsible. However, the 
board has made an offer to the council 
which has ~ot yet been accepted or rejected, 
that, if the council is prepared to clean up 
the lake bed back to the original contours, 
the board would then accept responsibility 
for the future operation and maintenance 
of the lake including bed and walls, leaving 
the parklands surrounding the lake under 
the control and responsibility of the council. 
Implementation of this arrangement would 
be subject to appropriate action to enable 
the lake to be vested in the board. 

If agreement is not reached without delay, 
the recent strengthening of the Environ­
ment Protection Act will enable the En­
vironment Protection Authority to prescribe 
the measures to be undertaken and the 
financial res!>onsibility therefor. 

REVENUE FROM RATES AND SERVICES: 
RATEPAYERS .. 

(Question No. 116) 
Mr. B. J. EVANS (Gippsland East) 

asked the Minister of Transport, for 
the Minister for Local Government-

If he will ascertain and inform the House, 
what total revenue was derived by the Mel­
bourne and Metropolitan Board of Works 
from rates and services in the last financial 
year and what was the number of rate­
payers? 

Mr. WILCOX (Minister of Trans­
port) .-The answer supplied by the 
Minister for Local Government is-

The total revenue derived by the Mel­
bourne and Metropolitan Board of Works 
from rates and services in 1971-72 was 
$76,156,367. 

The number of ratepayers was 753,210. 

METROPOLITAN RATES: PAYMENT BY 
PERSONS IN NECESSITOUS CIRCUM­
STANCES. 

(Question No.· 123) 
Mr. EDMUNDS (Moonee Ponds) 

asked the Minister of Transport, for 
the Minister for Local Government-

Whether, in view of the continuing in­
creases in the metropolitan drainage and 
river improvement rate, the metropolitan 
general sewerage rate, the water rate, and 
.the metropolitan improvement rate creating 
a burden on pensioners and other low in­
come earners in the communi:ty, the Govern­
ment has examined the need to provide 
persons in necessitous circumstances with 
the opportunity to make these taxes a 
charge on their property; if not, why? 
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Mr. WILCOX (Minister of Trans­
port).-The answer supplied by the 
Minister for Local Government is-

instalments and even part O'f the rates if 
the ratepayer does not desire to have the 
whole rate deferred. 

EMPLOYMENT OF WELDERS. 
(Question NO'. 136) 

Mr. SIMMONDS (Reservoir) asked 
the Minister of Transport, for the 
Minister for Local Government-

The metropolitan drainage and river 
improvement rate has remained constant 
since 1st July, 1970, the metropolitan 
imprO'vement rate has remained cO'nstant 
since 1st July, 1967 and nO' alteration has 
been made in the metropolitan general 
sewerage rate or the water rate since 
1st July, 1971. If he will ascertain and infO'rm the House, 

The Melbourne and Metropolitan Board whether the Melbourne and Metropolitan 
of Works agrees to defer payment of rates Board of Works employs tradesmen welders 
on ,applications by ratepayers occupying on a contract basis; if so, what are the 
their own homes and who are in necessi- terms of :the contract of employment? 
tous circumstances. The deferred rates are Mr. WILCOX (Minister of Trans­
free of interest until either :the demise of port).-The Minister for Local Gov-
the owner, the property is sold or otherwise h l' h 1 
the ratepayer permanently ceases to occupy ernment as supp led t e fo lowing 
the property when all outstanding rates are answer:-
required to be paid. The Melbourne and Metropolitan Bo,ard 

In addition, if :the ratepayer in necessi- of Works employs tradesmen welders O'n a 
tous circumstances S'O requests, the Board contract basis and the terms of the con­
is prepared to accept payment of rates by tract of employment are as follO'ws:-

RATES. 

1. Ordinary time rate - $4.62 /hr.} 
Penalty (Time and a half) rate - 5.55 Ihr. 2nd August, 1971 
DO'uble time (double time) rate - 6.50/hr. 
Shift wO'rk rate - 10 per cent. loading on ordinary rate. 
Compressed air 

Allowance- 0- 5 lbs. p.s.i. $0.20/hr. 
5-10 lbs. p.s.i. $0.25/hr. 

10-15 lbs. p.s.i. $0.50/hr. 
15-25 lbs. p.s.i. $1. 00 Ihr. 

25 lbs. p.s.i. $1.75 Ihr. 

Over 
Over 
Over 
Over 

2. Travelling time rate 
(payable one way O'nly) 

Radius from contractO'rs base 
Up to' 10 miles $2.00 

11 miles to' 20 miles $4.00 
21 miles to 30 miles $6.00 

3. Minimum period of hire-three hours. hours of 7 a.m. to 
5.30 p.m. Monday to 
Friday. 

CONDITIONS. 

Shift work 

Overtime 

(a) Shift work rate is pay­
able only for ,af,ter­
noO'n and night shifts 
and this rate is not 
cumulative with other 
rates except com­
pressed air allow­
ance. 

(b) if the shifts do not 
continue for five 
successive afternoons 
or nights then time­
and-a-half rate is 
payable. 

(a) Overtime rates are pay­
able for all work in 
excess of eight hours 
and for all Saturday 
work. 

(b) Except for shift-
workers, overtime 
rates are payable for 
all work outside the 

Sunday or 

(c) Overtime rates are:­
Time and a half for 
first four hours; 
double ,time there­
after until the com­
pletion O'f the over­
time work. 

Holiday Work (a) Double time rate is 
payable. 

(b) Holidays are as pro­
vided by the metal 
trades ,award which 
are the same as for 
the A.W.U. award 
except that Mel­
bourne Cup Day is 
not a holiday under 
the metal trades 
award. 

Materials ContractO'r to' supply 
'all materials includ­
ing electrodes unless 
O'therwise specified. 
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AMENDED PLANNING SCHEMES. 

(Question No. 178) 

Mr. JONA (Hawthorn) asked the 
Minister of Transport, for the Minis­
ter for Local Government-

Whether the Minister is aware that-( a) 
the development of land proposed to be 
re-zoned under the Melbourne and Metro­
politan Board of Works scheme, ,amendment 
No. 21, is frozen, 'and that no permits can 
be granted in respeot thereof; and (b) in 
respect of land affected by amendment No. 
3, permits can be granted and appeals made 
to the Town Planning Appeals Tribunal; if 
so-(i) what is the reason for this different 
treatmen.t of landowners affected by these 
two amendments; and (ii) what steps are 
being taken to overcome this discrimina­
tion? 

Mr. WILCOX (Minister of Trans­
port).-The answer supplied by the 
Minister for Local Government is-

Amendment No. 21 to the Melbourne 
Metropolitan Planning Scheme proposes 
amendments to that part of the planning 
area too which the approved Melbourne 
Metropolitan Planning Scheme applies and 
until such time as any amendments to such 
scheme are approved by the Governor in 
Council, the development of any land with­
in that area is subject ,to the pJ:ovisions of 
the existing approved scheme. 

Amendment No. 3 to the Melbourne 
Metropolitan Planning Scheme proposes to 
extend that scheme over an area referred 
to as the "extension area" and to which 
an approved planning scheme prepared by 
the Melbourne and Metropolitan Board of 
Works has never applied. In conjunction 
with the exhibition O'f amendment No. 3 on 
1st December, 1971, interim development 
orders over lthe "extension ·area" were 
made by the Melbourne and Metropolitan 
Board of Works and approved by the 
Governor in Council. Under the provisions 
of these orders development of the land in 
the area to which they apply may be per­
mitted or, subject to the grant of a permit, 
carried out in accordance with the pro­
visions of amendment No.3. 

With a view to providing greater flexi­
bility in respect of the land in amendment 
21, action is now being taken to revoke 
the existing planning scheme in respect of 
certain areas affected by that amendment 
and to place them also under interim 
development order control. 

(Question No. 180) 
Mr. JONA (Hawthorn) asked the 

Minister of Transport, for the Minis­
ter for Local Government-

1. Whether the Minister is aware of the 
uncertainty which exists amongst land­
owners, developers and many other sectors 

of the community as to the manner in which 
the Melbourne and Metropolitan Board of 
Works administers interim development 
orders arising from the board's amending 
planning scheme? 

2. Whether any firm policy guidelines 
have been adopted to avoid inconsistencies 
of administration and to assist the public 
under the scheme; if so-(a) what are those 
guidelines; and (b) why have they not been 
publicized; if not, why, and whether the 
Minister will take action to establish 
appropriate guidelines? 

Mr. WILCOX (Minister of Trans­
port) .-The answer supplied by the 
Minister for Local Government is-

1. When amending planning schemes are 
as significant and comprehensive as those 
placed on exhibition in December, 1971, and 
interim development control is introduced, 
there must inevitably be some uncertainty 
in the initial stages and particularly until all 
interested people acquaint themselves with 
the new proposals. 

2. In an endeavour to assist the public 
and publicize the scheme, 

(i) A printed Guide to the Melbourne 
Interim Development Orders was produced 
and has been freely available to interested 
members of the pUblic. 

(ii) At the various public seminars on the 
planning schemes early this year it was 
repeatedly stated that the intention was to 
operate the interim development orders to 
preserve as far as possible the opportunities 
for amending scheme No.3 to come into 
effect, but that the administration would be 
flexible and would have regard to previous 
physical or contractual commitments. 

(iii) After a period of operation of the 
interim development orders the Melbourne 
and Metropolitan Board of Works at the 
request of the Minister formulated a more 
detailed transitional policy in the light of 
its experience. In 'May, 1972, this was made 
available to the public and copies were 
handed out on request over the public 
counters at the board's offices. 

(iv) That policy has been reviewed in a 
series of interdepartmental conferences con­
vened and chaired by :the Minister, the 
object of which was to lay down clear 
guidelines which would properly protect 
both planning objectives and private rights. 
The text of the revised policy was agreed 
to between the Minister and the chairman 
of the board on 1st September, and was 
adopted by the board's planning committee 
last week, and by the full board this day, 
and is set out hereunder. There has been 
no delay in publishing it. 
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MELBOURNE AND METROPOLITAN 
BOARD OF WORKS. 

Amending Planning Schemes Nos. 3 and 21. 
PLANNING POLICIES FOR THE MELBOURNE 

METROPOLITAN INTERIM DEVELOPMENT 
ORDERS ExTENSION AREA. 

1. Amending Planning Scheme N~. .21 
applies only to the area of the eXlstmg 
approved Metropolitan Planning Sche!lle and 
the provisions of that scheme contmue to 
apply until No. 21 is processed and gazetted. 

2. Amending Planning Scheme No. 3 
applies to the " Extension Area" and covers 
the following municipalities. or parts ther~f 
outside the MetropolItan Planmng 
Scheme:-

Berwick. 
Bulla. 
Cranbourne. 
Croydon. 
Eltham. 
Frankston. 
Healesville. 
Knox. 
Lillydale. 
Melton. 
Sherbrooke. 
Werribee. 
Whittlesea. 

This area is covered by two interim 
development orders (IDO's) which came into 
force on 1st December, 1971. The "com­
mencement date", referred to later, for 
most of the area is 1st December, 1971, but 
in the case of Whittlesea it is 23rd April, 
1969, and in the case of Berwick it is 11th· 
August, 1971, as previous IDO's existed. 
These IDO's give control of subdivision and 
development with the objective of preserv­
ing the opportunities to implement 'the pro­
posals in Amending Planning Scheme No. 
3 while it is being considered and finalized. 

It is obvious that a form of control cannot 
be introduced without some problems and, 
after considering a number of applications 
the board has developed. :a transitional 
policy which is being applied to applications 
in the" Extension Area". 

The purpose of this policy statement is to 
assist the public by setting out as clearly as 
possible general guidelines regarding the 
administration of the IDO's. Every 
endeavour will be made to implement the 
policy with flexibility and with due regard 
to differing circumstances and to cases of 
individual hardship. As indicated the policy 
is "transitional" only and may need 
modification in the light of experience. 

3. POLICY. 

This "transitional Policy". applies to the 
interim development order control over both 
the subdivision and the use of the land 
comprised in Amending Planning Scheme 
No. 3 and, as controls relating to these two 
differing aspects are not necessarily 
directly related they need to be considered 
separately. 

A. SUBDMSION OF LAND. 

(1) Any plans of subdivision submitted 
to either the council or the board after the 
"commencement date" will be dealt with 
in accordanoe with the board's !DO and 
its requirements, subject to the policy set 
out under servicing requirements. 

(2) Any plant of subdivision sealed by 
the council prior to the commencement 
date requires no further permit for sub­
divisision. 

(3) All plans of subdivision not comply­
ing with minimum requirements for pro­
posed zones set out in Amending Planning 
Scheme No. 3 (other than in respect to 
land of 2 acres or less in a local authority 
development zone) submitted to council 
but not sealed prior to the commencement 
date require a permit from the board and 
the following policy will apply:-

(a) In Whittlesea and Berwick permits 
for subdivision will be wanted 
where under its previous orders 
the board has either granted a 
permit and that permit had lapsed 
or had indicated in writing that no 
permit was required. 

(b) Where previous council approval had 
been given to a proposed plan of 
subdivision before the commence­
ment date, the board will consider 
the application having regard to-

The location of the land and 
catchment boundaries; 

The proposed zoning in Amend­
ing Planning Scheme No.3; 

Any approved council planning 
schemes; 

Any council comment; 
The degree of commitment by 

the applicant. 
The circumstances can vary substantially 

in applying these criteria but the policy will 
be to grant permits:-

0) In non-urban zones where the sub­
division is for two lots and is for the pur­
pose of cu tting off a house lot from a large 
holding or the provision of a house ]ot for 
a member of the family and in similar 
circumstances. 

(ii) In non-urban zones where the pro­
posed lots comply with the requirements of 
or under an approved council planning 
scheme or interim development order and 
the owner had entered into contractual 
commitments in respect of roads, drains, 
sewers or other works required for the 
proposed subdivision. 

(iii) Where at the commencement date a 
subdivision lodged with the council for 
sealing had progressed to the stage 
where:-

(a) All the requirements of section 569B 
of the Local Government Act had 
been satisfactorily complied with 
but the plan had not in fact been 
sealed or; 
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(b) Consents under section 569B of the 
Local Government Act were re­
quired from statutory authorities 
but had not been received and are 
subsequently received. 

(iv) In urban zones where all services 
can be provided; and subject to the pro­
visions of all services. 

(v) In urban zones where all services 
cannot be provided but where firm con­
tractual commitments to cary out works in 
connection with the subdivision had been 
entered into prior to the commencement 
date. 

(vi) Where the boaI1d is satisfi.ed that 
substantial hardship could be caused by a 
refusal or permit. 

Note.-Even in the circumstances out~ 
lined above, however, additional conditions 
to comply with the board's servicing re­
quirements may be imposed where reason­
ably practicable of implementation and 
public interest so demands. 

B. USE OF LAND. 

Any use of land lawfully established be­
fore the commencement date may continue 
without any furt'her permit being required. 
Where a permit for the use of land granted 
under a previous board interim develop~ 
ment order was still in force at the com~ 
mencement date, that permit continues to 
operate and no further permit is required. 

Where a permit to use land had been 
granted under a council planning scheme 
or interim development order but the use 
had not been established or commenced 
prior to the oommencement date, refer~ 
ence should be made to the proposed zone 
in which t'he land is situated and to the 
table to clause 7 of the proposed ordinance 
to ascertain the requirements of that zone 
and to establish whether a permit is re~ 
quired under the board's interim develop­
ment order. 

The most common inquiry is whether or 
not a detached house may be erected on a 
particular lot of land and the position is 
as follows:-

(1) In Non-urban zones. 

(i) Where the lot complies with the 
minimum size prescribed fur the proposed 
zone, no permit is required for a detached 
house; 

(ii) Where (i) above does not apply a 
permit is required and the following policy 
will be adopted:-

(a) Where the lot accords with or was 
established pursuant to an ap­
proved council planning scheme or 
pursuant to a determination of the 
Governor in Council the Minister 
or the Town Planning Appeals Tri-

bunal or a board interim develop­
ment order, a permit will be 
granted. 

(b) In all other cases of applications for 
detached houses on established al­
lotments, the board will pay re­
gaJI'd to rights existing as at the 
commencement 'date; but in deter­
mining the matter the board must 
however take into consideration-

The primary purpose for which 
the land is zoned. 

The orderly and proper plan­
ning of the zone. 

The preservation of the am­
enity of the neighbourhood. 

The preservation of the nat­
ural environment. 

Reasonable servicing require­
ments in the circumstances. 

Whether the allotment was 
created pursuant to planning pro­
cedures under the Town and 
Country Planning Act. 

Whether the land comprised a 
separate " tenement" at the 
commencement date. 

The long term public interest. 

Note : A tenement is an 
ownership of property at that 
date and may be one lot or a 
number of lots adjoining each 
other. 

(2) In Urban Zones. 

(i) Existing lots in reserved living zones 
will have permits granted for detached 
houses but connection to water supply and 
electricity services will be required and 
connection to sewerage will also be re­
quired where reasonably practicable. 

(ii) In local authority development 
zones, permits for the use of land for 
detached houses or for other purposes are 
not requifled from the board, but the 
municipal planning scheme must be com­
plied with. 

C. SERVICING REQUIREMENTS. 

These can be applied either as a condition 
of a permit for the subdivision of land or, 
in the case of an established subdivision, 
as a condition on a permit for the use of 
land. Normally the board requires Ithe 
availability of water and electricity for 
urban subdivision or development. 

The provision of sewerage also is now a 
firm board policy, burt presents a more 
difficult problem and although the ap­
proved interim development order states 
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that a permit shall not be granted for sub­
division into allotments of less than 2 
acres without all services, it is clear t'hat 
during the transitional period this require­
ment cannot be applied to the full extent. 

The following policy will be applied de­
pending on whether the proposed sub­
division is within an area controUed by a 
sewerage authority or not:-

(1) Land within Sewerage Authority 
Areas (subject to consultation with the 
sewerage :authority)-

(a) If sewerage either by connection to 
a sewerage main or by the ~stablishment of 
a treatment plant is or can be agreed with 
the applicant to be made available within 
6 months, then a permit will be issued 
subject to the provision of sewerage and 
other appropriate services; 

(b) If the sewerage authority advised 
that sewerage by connection to a sewerage 
main or the provision of a treatment plant 
cannot be made available, then a permit 
will normally be refused, subject to the 
following exceptions-

(i) where the land the subject of the 
application is within an area which 
has been substantially developed 
without sewerage and such land 
represents a remaining pocket, the 
application may be approved with­
out a sewerage condition; 

(ii) where the application is for a sub­
division to provide lots which to­
gether do not total more than 2 
acres, a permit may be approved 
but the applicant will be notified 
that any permit for the balance of 
the land will be subject to the 
provision of sewerage and all other 
services; 

(iii) a subdivision to provide for the ex­
cision of a single allotment from a 
larger area, or to enable existing 
buildings or developments to have 
their own allotments may be ap­
proved without sewerage condition. 

(c) Reserved living zone. 

The policy will be to refuse applications 
for permits for subdivision within these 
zones until provision can be made for water 
supply, sewerage and other appropriate 
services. 

(2) Land which is outside tJhe boundary 
of a Sewerage Authority. 

(a) Land within a local authority devel­
opment zone (2 acres or more). 

(i) Where the land is situated within an 
area where the muniCipal scheme permits 
development without any servicing require­
ments the application will be approved. 

(ii) Where the municipal scheme requires 
that the land shall not be developed with­
out the servicing requirements the applica­
tion will be refused. 

(b) Land within a reserved living zone. 
All applications for subdivision will nor­

maNy be refused until water, sewerage and 
other appropriate services can be provided. 

NOTE: 
Where under the above policy it is prac­

ticable to provide sewerage to a proposed 
development and a permit would normally 
issue subject to a sewerage requirement, a 
permit will nevertheless be refused unless 
an agreement has been reached between 
the applicant and the appropriate authority 
for the provjsion of sewerage. 

13th September, 1972. 

SEWERED AND UNSEWERED PREMISES 
IN NORTHCOTE. 

(Question No. 227) 

Mr. WILKES (N orthcote) asked 
the Minister of Transport, for the 
Minister for Local Government-

1. What is the reason for the delay in 
linking sewerage to factory premises in the 
north-east area of the City of Northcote? 

2. How many unsewered-(a) houses; 
(b) factories; (c) shops; (d) offices; and 
(e) other premises there are in the City 
of Northcote? 

3. How many factory employees are 
forced to use sanitary pan services at their 
place of employment in the City of North­
cote, indicating-(a) the type of industry 
carried out in these factories; and (b) 
whether any of these factories are handling 
food; if so, what type of food? 

Mr. WILCOX (Minister of Trans­
port) .-The answer supplied by the 
Minister for Local Government is-

1. The unsewered area in the north-east 
of the City of Northcote in ·the vicinity of 
Sparks Avenue, Clarendon Street, Turner 
Street and Mansfield Street has remained 
unsewered due to the fact that the allocation 
of loan funds has been inadequate to meet 
the total requirement for works. 

The Melbourne and Metropolitan Board 
of Works has included the construction of 
this remaining area on the current year's 
works programme. It is expected that 
tenders will be invited for construction of 
the sewers about March, 1973. 

2. Apart from one or two isolated houses, 
all the unsewered properties in the munici­
pality are included in the above area. At 
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the last house count the number of un­
sewered properties were as follows:-

28 factories, 

3 houses, 
36 vacant allotments. 

3. The MelbDurne and MetrDpDlitan Board 
of WDrks has nO' statistics on this matter 
and the inquiry shDuld be directed to' the 
City Df NDrthcote. 

BOAT LAUNCHING RAMPS. 
CONSTRUCTION AT DROMANA: FEES: 

BAYSIDE RAMPS. 

(Question NO'. 112) 

Mr. TURNBULL (Brunswick West) 
asked the Minister for Conservation-

1. WhO' cDnstructed the boat launching 
ramp at DrDmana and whO' is respDnsible 
for tts maintenance? 

2. Whether DrDmana Ski Club members 
and other perSDns, respectively, are charged 
a fee fDr using the 'ramp; if s~(a) what 
are the respective charges; (b) under what 
powers the charge is made; and (c) whO' 
is the cDllecting authDrity? 

3. What charges are levied upDn club 
members and O'ther persDns, respectively, 
for the use of boM launching ramps at 
Williamstown, st. Kilda, BrightDnand at 
other bayside IDcalities? 

Mr. BORTHWICK (Minister for 
Conservation) .-The answer is­

AccDrding to' infDrmatiO'navailable to' the 
Port Phillip AuthDrity the answers are-

1. The ramp was cDnstructed and is 
maintained by the Dromana Water Ski Club. 

2. Yes. 

(a) Members $10 a year. 
Others BOc a day. 

(b) By 'agreement with the DrDmana 
FDreshDre CDmmittee of Manage­
ment. 

(c) DrDmana Water Ski Club. 

Location Members Others 

Williamstown Nil Nil 
St. Kilda " .. $30 a season $2 a day 
Brighton .. $3 a season 75c a day 
Carrum .. $20 a season $1 a day 
Safety Beach $5 a season SOc a day 

Parson's Marina .. $25 a season $1 a day 

MUNICIPALITIES. 
METROPOLITAN FIRE BRIGADES BOARD: 

CONTRIBUTIONS BY BRUNSWICK AND 
COBURG. 

(Question NO'. 114) 

Mr. TURNBULL (Brunswick West) 
asked the Chief Secretary-

1. What amounts were levied against the 
cities Df Brunswick and Coburg, respectively, 
as cDntributiO'ns to' the MetrDpO'litan Fire 
Brigades Board in the last financial year? 

2. What respective amounts are payable 
by :these muniCipalities this financial year? 

Mr. MEAGHER (Chief Secretary). 
-The answer is-

The details sDught by the hDnO'rable 
member are set Dut in the follO'wing table:-

City Df Brunswick 
City of CDburg 

1971-72 1972-73 
(assessment) 

$ $ 

70,397.48 85,937.88 
93,246.56 111,421 .56 

CITY OF MELBOURNE: WARD 
BOUNDARIES: VOTING RIGHTS. 

(QuestiDn NO'. 152) 

Mr. JONES (Melbourne) asked the 
Minister of Transport, for the Mini­
ster for Local Government-

Whether the Minister will examine the 
MelbDurneand Geelong CDrporatiDns Act 
1938 with a view to' bringing down legis­
latiDn to' prDvide ,a mDre equitable distri­
butiDn O'f ward bO'undaries of the City Df 
MelbDurne and to' intrDduce the principle 
of "one man one value"? 

Mr. WILCOX (Minister of Trans­
port) .-The answer supplied by the 
Minister for Local Government is-

The present provision fO'r resubdivisiDn Df 
the municipal districts of municipalities 
(including the City of MelbO'urne) is con­
tained in Part II of the Local GDvernment 
Act 1958. The cDuncil Df a municipality 
may submit to' the Minister an applicatiDn 
under seal setting out a prDpO'sal fDr resub­
divisiDn. Alternatively not l,ess than one 
tenth Df the persons whDse names are 
inscribed Dn the municipal rDll in respect 
of prO'perty in the municipal district may 
submit to' ,the GO'vernDr in CDuncil a request 
fDr resubdivisiDn. The prO'pDsal set Dut in 
the request must be carried at a poll of 
persO'ns enrDlled on the municipal rDll and, 
in the case of the City Df MelbDurne, the 
consent Df the cDuncil is necessary. When 
the procedure prescribed fDr an application 
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or a request (as the case may be) has been 
complied with, the Governor in Council may 
ma~e an Orderresubdividing the municipal 
district. 

If the Melbourne City Council or the 
requisite number of ra.'tepayers take the 
appropriate action, resubdivision of 'the 
municipal district of Melbourne can be 
effected. A reasonable degree of equality 
of representation as between wards would 
be expected in any scheme submitted. 

BUILDING SURVEYORS. 

(Question No. 169) 

Mr. MUTTON (Coburg) asked the 
Minister of Transport, for the Minis­
ter for Local Government-

Which municipalities have appointed 
building surveyors since June, 1965, indicat­
ing whether such appointments were for 
full-time duties or combined with some other 
municipal appointment? 

Mr. WILCOX (Minister of Trans­
port) .-The Minister for Local 
Government has supplied the follow­
ing answer:-

This information was supplied to the hon­
orable member by letter dated 17th April, 
1972, in reply to the question previously 
asked. 

The list is now set out hereunder with 
alterations where any known changes have 
since been made. 

Altona 
Bendigo 

Full-time 

Cities 

Combined with other 
duties 

Doncaster and Templestowe 
Geelong 

Castlemaine 
Colac 
Collingwood 
Essendon 

Hawthorn 
Heidelberg 
Kew 
Nunawading 
Prahran 
Richmond 
Ringwood 
Springvale 

Footscray 
Hamilton 
Horsham 
Knox 
Maryborough 
Moe 
Newtown 
Northcote 
Port Melbourne 
Sale 
Shepparton 
Swan Hill 
Wangaratta 

Towns 

Bairnsdale 
Camperdown 
Stawell 

Boroughs 

Eaglehawk 
Kerang 
Koroit 
Wonthaggi 
Sebastopol 

Full-time. 

Diamond Valley 
Lillydale 
Melton 
Shepparton 
Whittlesea 
Woorayl 

Combined with other 
duties 

Shires 

Alexandra 
Arapiles 
Avon 
Avoca 
Bacchus Marsh 
Beechworth 
Benalla 
Bet Bet 
Birchip 
Bright 
Bungaree 
Chiltern 
Cohuna 
Colac 
Cranbourne 
Creswick 
Daylesford and Glenlyon 
Deakin 
Donald 
East Loddon 
Gordon 
Goulburn 
Grenville 
Hampden 
HealesviIle 
Heytesbury 
Kaniva 
Karkarooc 
Kerang 
Kilmore 
Korumburra 
Kowree 
Maldon 
Mildura 
Minhamite 
Mirboo 
Morwell 
Mt. Rouse 
McIvor 
Nathalia 
Newham and Woodend 
Numurkah 
Orbost 
Otway 
Oxley 
Ripon 
Rosedale 
Rutherglen 
Sherbrooke 
South Barwon 
Strathfieldsaye 
Talbot and Clunes 
Towong 
Traralgon 
Violet Town 
Walpeup 
Wannon 

~:~~~bool 
Wimmera 
Winchelsea 
Yackandandah 
Yea 

LIBRARY SUBSIDIES AND EXPENDITURE. 

(Question No. 170) 

Mr. TURNBULL (Brunswick West) 
asked the Chief Secretary-

What were the respective sums paid to 
each of the metropolitan municipalities by 
way of library subsidies in the last financial 
year and what respective amounts of council 
contributions were paid by such municipali­
ties for library purposes? 
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Mr. MEAGHER (Chief Secretary). 
-The answer is-

Municipal library subsidies 1971-72. 

Municipality 

Altona City 
Box Hill City .. 
Brighton City .. 
Broadmeadows City 
Brunswick City .• 
Camberwell City 
Caulfield City •. 
Chelsea City 
Coburg City .• 
Collingwood City 
Dandenong City 
Diamond Valley Shire .• 
Doncaster and Templestowe 

City.. .. .. 
Essendon City .. 
Footscray City .. 
Frankston City .. 
Hawthorn City .. 
Heidelberg City 
Keilor City 
Kew City .. 
Malvern City .. 
Melbourne City .. 
Moorabbin City 
Mordialloc City .. 
Northcote City .. 
Nunawading City 
Oakleigh City .. 
Port Melbourne City 
Prahran City •. 
Preston City .. 
Richmond City .. 
Ringwood City .. 
Sandringham City 
St. Kilda City .. 
South Melbourne City .. 
Springvale City .. 
Sunshine City .. 
Waverley City .. 
Williamstown City 

Estimated 
council 

contribution 
1971-72 

$ 

62,400 
41.756 
67,283 
77,120 
30,960 

217,540 
161.116 

10,760 
46,974 
16,597 
15,080 
24,400 

40,150 
47,120 
24,790 
66,700 
57,090 
55,120 
46,137 
31,852 

106,914 
136,200 
132,160 
30,702 
43,050 

268,838 
113,240 
34,742 
82,883 
61,185 
12,600 
55,600 
53,782 
55,530 
73,850 
30,780 

124,133 
160,440 
31.940 

The net 
subsidy 
payable 

$ 

12,000 
23,040 
16,360 
39,900 
20,720 
40,300 
32,000 
10,760 
27,520 

8,220 
15,080 
13,240 

23,180 
23,660 
23,780 
22,420 
15,080 
28,480 
21,420 
13,300 
21,100 
30,960 
45,740 
12,580 
23.520 
36,260 
23,440 

4,900 
23,520 
38,060 
12,440 
13,900 
14,800 
25,240 
11,420 
20,520 
31,520 
36,820 
12,420 

PAYMENT OF RATES BY PENSIONERS. 

(Question No. 171) 

Mr. MUTTON (Coburg) asked the 
Minister of Transport, for the Minister 
for Local Government-

1. Whether the cities of Coburg, Broad­
meadows, Williamstown, Footscray and 
Brunswick defer or remit, partly or wholly, 
rates on properties owned by pensioners; if 
so, whether they charge interest on the 
deferred rates? 

2. Whether the Melbourne and Metro­
politan Board of Works charges interest on 
r~tes deferred on properties owned by pen­
SIoners? 

3. Whether the Minister is aware of the 
recent legislation passed in New South Wales 
to assist pensioners with rate contributions; 
if 50, what assistance is available? 

4. Whether the Government is prepared 
to amend the Local Government Act 1958 
to-( a) provide similar assistance to pen­
sioners in Victoria; and (b) provide for the 

abolition of the section which enables 
municipalities to charge interest on rates 
that have been deferred? 

Mr. WILCOX (Minister of Trans­
port) .-The answer supplied by the 
Minister for Local Government is-

1. The City of Broadmeadows, according 
to circumstances, either remits or defers, 
wholly or in part, rates payable by pension­
ers, and does not charge interest. 

The City of Brunswick will remit rates in 
part or defer wholly or in part, according 
to circumstances, but charges interest of 6 
per cent on deferments. 

The cities of Williamstown and Footscray 
defer rates wholly and do not charge inter­
est. They do not remit, either wholly or in 
part. 

2. The Melbourne and Metropolitan Board 
of Works does not charge interest on rates 
deferred on properties owned by pensioners. 

3. Yes. The most recent provision in New 
South Wales is that the Government will 
reimburse the council for remission of 50 
per cent of the rate otherwise payable by 
a full pensioner. The council may levy less 
than 50 per cent of the normal rate if it so 
chooses. 

4. This is a matter of policy to be con­
sidered by the Government in conjunction 
with the report of the Board of Inquiry into 
Local Government Finance. It is estimated 
that the cost to the Victorian Govemment 
of implementing the honorable member's 
proposal would be approximately $9 million 
in a full year. No budgetary provision exists 
for this. 

CONTRIBUTION FOR BOOM BARRIER 
INSTALLATIONS. 

(Question No. 188) 

Mr. BORNSTEIN (Brunswick East) 
asked the Minister of Transport-

On what dates the cities of Frankston, 
Mordialloc, Prahran, Preston, Keilor, Bruns­
wick, Coburg and Williamstown, and the 
shires of Werribee, Diamond Valley and 
Corio, respectively, first signified their in­
tention not to participate in the Govern­
ment's scheme requiring muniCipalities to 
meet one-third of the cost of each boom 
barrier installation? 

Mr. WILCOX (Minister of Trans­
port) .-The answer is-

I refer the honorable member to my letter 
to him on 11th May, 1972, in which the 
answer to this question was given. 

The only change since then is that en­
quiries have been made of the railways by 
the City of Prahran regarding the provision 
of boom barriers at Union Road, Windsor. 
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PAY-ROLL TAX. 
PAYMENTS BY GOVERNMENT 

INSTRUMENTALITIES. 

(Question No. 115) 

Mr. TURNBULL (Brunswick W,est) 
asked the Treasurer-

What amounts of pay-roll tax were paid 
last financial year by the Melbourne and 
Metropolitan Board of Works 'and the 
Metropolitan Fire Brigades Board, respec­
tively? 

Mr. HAMER (Premier and Treas­
urer) .-The answer is-

The total amounts of pay-roll tax paid in 
the 1971-72 financial year to State and 
Commonwealth Governments were--

Melbourne and Metropolitan $ 
Board of Works 1,230,006 

Metropolitan Fire Brigades Board 288,836 

COUNTRY ROADS BOARD. 
PRINCES HIGHWAY: OVERPASSES AT 

LARA AND AVALON. 

(Question No. 120) 

Mr. TREZISE (Geelong North) 
asked the Minister of Transport, for 
the Minister for Local Government-

1. What is the approximate total cost for 
the construction of road overpasses on the 
Princes Highway at Lara and at Avalon? 

2. Which ,authorities have contributed to­
wards meeting such costs and what were 
the respective amounts? 

3. What is the estimated daily number of 
vehicles 'crossing such overpasses in the 
initial stages? 

4. When such overpasses will be opera­
tive? 

Mr. WILCOX (Minister of Trans­
port) .-The answer supplied by the 
Minister for Local Government is-

1. Lara overpass-$430,000; Avalon over­
pass-estimated to cost $440,000. 

2. The Country Roads Board-100 per 
cent. 

3. Lara overpass-590 vehicles; Avalon 
overpass--600-700 vehicles (when overpass 
completed and in use). 

4. The Lara overpass was opened on 16th 
March, 1972. The Avalon overpass is ex­
pected to be opened to traffic in December. 
1973. 

LOWER YARRA CROSSING 
AUTHORITY. 

COST OF REPAIRING BRIDGE. 

(Question No. 125) 

Mr. EDMUNDS (Moonee Ponds) 
asked the Minister of Transport, for 
the Minister for Local Government-

What action has been taken, or will be 
taken by the Lower Yarra Crossing Auth­
ority to recover the costs of repairing and 
replacing the collapsed sections of the West 
Gate Bridge in order to relieve the public 
from excessive toll charges? 

Mr. WILCOX (Minister of Trans­
port) .-The answer supplied by the 
Minister for Locall Government is­

A satisfactory insurance settlement has 
been obtained. 

MELBOURNE CITY COUNCIL. 
PLAN FOR RESIDENTIAL AREA. 

(Question No. 127) 

Mr. JONES (Melbourne) asked the 
Minister of Transport, for the Mini­
ster for Local Government-

Whether the Minister has read the recent 
report commissioned by the Melbourne City 
Council and prepared by the firm of Loder 
and Bayly on a projected plan for the resi­
dential area of Melbourne; if so-(a) what 
action, if any, the Government proposes tak­
ing on this subject; and (b) whether he will 
arrange for copies of the report to be made 
available to the Parliamentary representa­
tives for the area concerned? 

Mr. WILCOX (Minister of Trans­
port) .-The answer supplied by the 
Minister for Local Government is-

(a) and (b) NO'. The report was entirely 
commissioned by, and is the property of, the 
Melbourne City Council, which has not at 
this stage released it. 

EDUCATION DEPARTMENT. 
CHIILDREN EXCUSED FROM 

ATTENDANCE AT STATE SCHOOLS. 

(Question No. 128) 

Mr. JONES (Melbourne) asked the 
Minister of Education-

1. Whether, pursuant to his powers under 
section 53 (3) (c) of the Education Act 
1958, he has issued any general orders ex­
cusing children from attendance at State 
schools; if so, whether any such orders are 
current and, in that event-(a) what are 
their terms; (b) when they were made; and 
(c) how and when they were published? 
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2. How many children are currently ex­
cused from attendance at State schools by 
his particular order and what criteria are 
used to deter~ine whether a particular 
order shall be issued? 

Mr. THOMPSON (Minister of Edu­
cation) .-The answer is-

1. No general order has been issued ex­
cusing children from attendance at State 
schools. 

2. The number of children excused from 
attendance at a traditional type primary 
school is very small indeed. In some in­
stances, e.g. as a result of uncontrollable 
behaviour or psychiatric disturbance a case 
may be referred to the Psychology and 
Guidance Branch for examination and re­
commendation for placement in a more 
appropriate school situation. 

Pupils of secondary schools under the 
age of fifteen years may be excused from 
attending a State school on the recommend­
ation of the division concerned; the decision 
to excuse attendance in such cases being 
one for the Department of Social Welfare. 
Reasons for such actions are varied and 
each individual case is considered on its 
merits. 

NEW SCHOOL RESIDENCE FOR 
WATCHEM. 

(Question No. 177) 

Mr. CURNOW (Kara Kara) asked 
the Minister of Education-

1. When tenders will be called for the 
erection of a new house for the school 
principal at Watchem? 

2. What is the estimated cost of the 
project? 

3. What is the planned number of squares 
of the house? 

4. Whether the size of the house is any 
less than houses to be built by the Teacher 
Housing Authority at any other location 
throughout Victoria; if so, why? 

Mr. THOMPSON (Minister of Edu­
cation).-The answer is-

1. Tenders are currently being called and 
will close at 12 noon, 3rd October, 1972. 

2. As the authority is in the process of 
calling tenders, details of the estimated cost 
cannot be released at this stage. 

3. Area of house---12.00 squares. 
Area of porches-1.28 squares. 

4 For the classification of the position 
of principal at Watchem, the size of the 
residence to be provided is the same as that 
allocated to other principals of schools with 
the same classification where a priority 
for the erection of new housing exists. 

TEACHERS' SALARIES. 

(Question No. 203) 

Mr. GINIFER (Deer Park) asked 
the Minister of Education-

In respect of teachers being engaged by 
the Education Department, what is the 
current policy in respect of previous ex­
perience in determining the commencing 
annual salary of such teachers? 

Mr. THOMPSON (Minister of 
Education) .-The answer is-

The commencing annual salaries of 
teachers being employed by the Primary 
Schools Division is laid down by the 
Teachers Tribunal Regulations as follows:-

"7. Recognition of Previous Service. 
(a) The commencing salary of a member 

who possesses either certificate A or certi­
ficate B shall be determined in accordance 
with qualifications as provided by this Regu­
lation, and within the appropriate range 
shall be increased by one increment for 
each year of approved teaching experience, 
other than the first. 

(b) (i) A member who possesses certifi­
cate C and has had at least four years' 
approved teaching experience shall com­
mence on salary sub-division 3. 

(ii) A member who has had at least one 
year's approved teacher training and four 
years' approved teaching experience shall 
commence on salary sub-division 2. 

(c) For the purpose of this clause the 
term" approved teaching experience" shall 
be interpreted on the basis of completed 
years of relevant full-time teaching ex­
perience subsequent to the completion of 
the qualifications referred to in sub-clauses 
(a) and (b) respectively. 

( d) In special cases the Tribunal on the 
recommendation of the Director-General 
may approve credit for experience other 
than that set out in this clause." 

Certifi,cate "c" is the equivalent of a 
course of approved teacher-training of less 
than three years. 

Certificate "B" is the equivalent of a 
course of approved teacher-training of three 
years. 

Certificate "A" is the equivalent of a 
course of approved teacher-training of at 
least four years. 

In staffing secondary schools the award 
allows the department to look only at 
experience which teachers have got after 
they qualified themselves for a particular 
pay scale. 

The experience prior to such full qualifi­
cation for that pay scale is assessed by the 
Teachers Tribunal. 
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SCIENCE BLOCKS AND LIBRARIES FOR 
SECONDARY SCHOOLS. 

(Question No. 204) 

Mr. GINIFER (Deer Park) asked 
the Minister of Education-

Which State high and technical schools 
are not expected to have-( a) science 
blocks; and (b) libraries, established with 
Commonwealth funds, at the commencement 
of the 1973 school year? 

Mr. THOMPSON (Minister of 
Education) .-The answer is-

(a) Science blocks. 

The following high schools are not ex­
pected to have science blocks established 
with Commonwealth funds at the com­
mencement of the 1973 school year:-

Altona, Ararat, Bayswater, Beaufort, 
Bendigo, Bendigo G, Birchip, Blackburn S, 
Boort, Braybrook, Broadford, Brunswick G, 
Casterton, Castlemaine, Charlton, Coburg, 
Cohuna, Collingwood, Dandenong G, Dayles­
ford T, Derrinallum, Dimboola M, Donald, 
Drouin, Eaglehawk, Euroa, Flemington G, 
Geelong, Golden Square, Hawkesdale, 
Heidelberg G, Heywood, J. H. Boyd, Kaniva, 
Koo-wee-rup, Kyabram, Lake Bolac, Lake­
side, Lalor, La Trobe, MacRobertson G, 
Malvern G, Maroondah, Matthew Flinders 
G, Merbein, Mildura, Mirboo N, Moe, Mon­
bulk, Monterey, Moorabbin, Mortlake, 
Mount Waverley, Myrtleford, Nathalia, 
Neerim S, Newborough, Northcote, Numur­
kah, Oberon, Orbost, Parkdale, Pascoe Vale 
G, Preston E, Rainbow, Richmond G, Robin­
vale, Rochester, Rutherglen, St. Arnaud, 
Seymour, Shepparton, Shepparton G, Spring­
vale, Stawell, Sunshine W, Terang, Thorn­
bury, Timboon, Trafalgar, Upper Yarra, 
Vermont, Warracknabeal, Warragul, Wattle 
Park, Wedderburn, Westall, Williamstown 
G, Wodonga, Yallourn, Yarram, Yarra­
wonga, Yea. 

The above list does not include the schools 
where such projects are under construction 
and the new schools where the science 
blocks will be provided from State loan 
funds. 

The following technical schools are not 
expected to have received aid from Com­
monwealth funds for science blocks at the 
commencement of the 1973 school year:-

Bairnsdale, Balcombe A.A.S., Ballam Park, 
Ballarat S. of M., Batman Automotive Sch., 
Bendigo I.O.T., Box Hill T.C., Brighton, 
Broadmeadows, Broadmeadows West, Bruns­
wick, Castlemaine T.C., Caulfield I.O.T., 
Cobden, Coburg, Collingwood T.C., Dande­
nong, Daylesford, Echuca, Emily McP. ColI., 
Footscray I.O.T., Frankston, Geelong, Gipps­
land I.O.A.E., Gordon 1.0.T., Hamilton, 
Huntingdale, Jordanville, Kangaroo Flat, 
Knox, Lilydale, Maryborough T.C., Melb. 
Sch. Hair., Melb. Sch. Paint., Melb. ColI. 
Print., Melb. ColI. Textiles, Monterey, 

Moo rabbin , Prahran C.O.T., Prahran T.S., 
Richmond T.C., R.M.I.T., Sandringham, 
Shepparton Sth., Sunshine Nth., Swinburne 
C.O.T., Swinburne T.S., Templestowe, Vic. 
Railways T.C., Warrnambool I.O.A.E., 
Warrnambool Nth., Wm. Angliss C.C. & F.S., 
Wodonga, Wonthaggi. 

(b) Libraries. 
The following high schools are not ex­

pected to have libraries established with 
Commonwealth funds at the commencement 
of the 1973 school year:-

Alexandra, Altona, Altona North, Ararat, 
Ashwood, Avondale Heights, Bacchus Marsh, 
Bairnsdale, Ballarat, Ballarat East, Ballarat 
Girls, Balmoral, Balwyn, Banyule, Bays­
water, Beaufort, Beaumaris, Beechworth, 
Belmont, Benalla, Bendigo, Bendigo Girls, 
Bentleigh, Birchip, Blackburn, Blackburn 
South Bonbeach, Boort, Boronia, Box Hill 
(Boys) , Braybrook, ~righton, B~oadf~rd, 
Broadmeadows, BrunSWIck, BrunSWIck GIrlS, 
Buckley Park, Burwood, Canterbury Girls, 
Casterton, Castlemaine, Caulfield, Chad­
stone Chandler, Charlton, Cheltenham, 
Cobr~m, Coburg, Cohuna, Co lac, Colling­
wood, Corryong, Croydon, Dan.denong, 
Dandenong Girls, Daylesford, Dernnallum. 
Dimboola, Donald, Donvale, Doveton, 
Drouin Eaglehawk, Echuca, Edenhope, 
Eltham', Essendon, Euroa, Fitzroy, Fitzroy 
Girls, Flemington, Flemington Girls, Foots­
cray, Footscray Girls, Foster, Geelong, 
Geelong North, Golden Square, Grey thorn, 
Hamilton, Hampton, Hawkes.dale, Heales­
ville, Heidelberg, Heidelberg GIrls, H~ywood, 
Highett, Hopetoun, Horsham,. Huntm~dale, 
Hurstbridge, J.H. Boyd, Kamva, Kanngal, 
Kerang, Kew, Koonung, Koo-wee-rup, 
Korumburra, Kyabram, Kyneton, Lake 
Bolac, Lakeside, Lalor, La Trobe, Leongatha, 
Lyndale, Macleod, Maffra, Malvern Girls, 
Mansfield, Maribyrnong, Maroondah, Mary­
borough, Melbourne (Boys), Mentone Girls, 
Merbein, Merrilands, Mildura, Mirboo North, 
Moe Monash, Monbulk, Monterey, Moorab­
bin, Moorleigh, Mooroopna, Mordialloc-Chel­
sea Moreland, Mortlake, Morwell, Mount 
Be~uty Mount Waverley, Murrayville, Mur­
rumbeena, Murtoa, Myrtleford, Nathalia, 
Neerim South, Newborough, Newlands, 
Nhill Noble Park, Norlane, Northcote 
(Boys) Norwood, Numurkah, Oakleigh, 
Oberon: Orbost, Ouyen, Paisley, Pakenham, 
Parkdale, Pascoe Vale Girls, Portland, 
Prahran, Preston East, Preston Girls, 
Queens cliff, Rainbow, Red Cliffs, Reservoir, 
Richmond, Richmond Girls, Ringwood, 
Robinvale, Rochester, Rosebud, Rushworth, 
Rutherglen, St. Albans, St. Arnaud, Sea 
Lake, Seymour, Shepparton, Shepparton 
Girls, Springvale, Stawell, Sunbury, Sun­
shine, Sunshine West, Swan Hill, Tallangatta, 
Terang, Thornbury, Timboon, Trafalgar, 
Traralgon, University, Upfield, Upper Yarra, 
Upwey, Vermont, Wangaratta, Warrackna­
beal, Warragul, Warrnambool, Wattle Park, 
Wedderburn, Werribee, Westall, Williams­
town, Williamstown Girls, Wodonga, Won­
thaggi, Yallourn, Yarram, Yarrawonga, Yea. 
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The following technical schools are not 
expected to have received aid from Com­
monwealth funds at the commencement of 
the 1973 school year:-

Altona Nth., Ararat, Aspendale, Bairns­
dale, Balcombe, Ballam Park, Ballarat S. of 
M., Ballarat Nth., Batman Automotive Sch., 
Benalla, Bendigo I.O.T., Blackburn, Box Hill 
T.C., Brighton, Broadmeadows, Broad­
meadows West, Brunswick, Burwood, 
Castlemaine T.C., Caulfield I.O.T., Caulfield 
T.S., Clayton, Cobden, Coburg, Colac, Col­
lingwood, COrio, Dandenong, Daylesford T. 
& H.S. Doveton, Doveton Nth., Dromana 
Echuca, Emily McP. ColI., Ferntree Gully; 
Footscray I.O.T., Frankston, Geelong, Gee­
long East, Geelong West, Gippsland LO.A.E., 
Gordon LO.T., Hamilton, Heidelberg, Hor­
sham, Huntingdale, Jordanville, Kangaroo 
Flat, Knox, Lilydale, Macleod, Maryborough, 
Melb. Sch. Hair., Melb. Sch. Paint., Melb. 
CoIl. Print., Melb. Coll. Textiles, Mildura, 
Monterey, Moorabbin, Mooroolbark, Morwell, 
Niddrie, Noble Park, Portland, Prahran 
C.O.T., Prahran T.S., Preston I.O.T., Preston 
T.S., Preston East, Richmond T.C., Ring­
wood, R.M.I.T., Sale, Sandringham, Sebasto­
pol, Shepparton T.C., Shepparton Sth., St. 
Albans. Stawell, Sunshine Nth, Swan Hill, 
Swinburne C.O.T., Swinburne T.S., Syndal, 
Templestowe, Tottenham, Traralgon, Vic. 
Railways T.C. Warragul, Warrnambool 
I.O.A.E., Warrnambool Nth .• Watsonia. Wm. 
Angliss C.C. & F.S., Williamstown, 
Wodonga, Wonthaggi, Yallourn. 

Albans Heig'hts Primary School will be 
commenced? 

Mr. THOMPSON (Minister 
Education) .-The answer is-

of 

It is anticipated that site works in the 
vicinity of the recently erected class-rooms 
at st. Albans Heights Primary School will 
be commenced on 16th October, 1972. 

SCHOOL MEDICAL AND GUIDANCE 
OFFICERS. 

(Question No. 210) 

Mr. LIND (Dandenong) asked the 
Minister of Education-

1. What is the authorized strength of 
school medical officers and guidance officers, 
respectively, in the Education Department 
and what is the actual strength? 

2. How many vacancies remain unfilled in 
each category? 

3. How many guidance officers are in 
training at present? 

4. How many guidance officers have left 
the service during this year, indicating the 
reasons in each case? 

Mr. THOMPSON (Minister of 
Education) .-The answer is-

School medical officers are employed in 
the Department of Health and not in the 

ST. ALBANS HEIGHTS 
SCHOOL. 

(Question No. 208) 

PRIMARY Education Department. The Department of 
Health advises that the authorized strength 
of the school medical officers is one direc­

Mr. GINIFER (Deer Park) asked 
the Minister of Education-

tor, two superintending medical officers, 
three superintending medical officers on 
special duties and 39 school medical officers. 
The actual strength is 34 at present. There 

When the site works associated with the are eleven vacancies some of which are in 
recently completed buildings at the St. the process of being filled. 

1 and 2. Guidance officers: 

Category 

Guidance officers (professional roll) .. 
Guidance officers (classified) .. 
Guidance officers. temporary. full time 
Guidance officers. part time .. 

3. The II actual strength" of guidance 
officers shown above is made up as 
follows:-

4. 

Authorized 
strength 

31 
No limit 
No limit 
No limit 

Actual 
strength 

29 
37 
11 
13 

In training: 1st Year 16 
2nd Year 14 
3rd Year 9 

Fully qualified: 51 

Reason for leaving staff 
Guidance Lectureship : Transfer to Reverted to Overseas or Family Officer another 
Category Uni or CAE Branch teaching Interstate reasons 

Professional 1 
Classified '2 2 
Temporary 1 2 3 

Totals 2 3 5 3 

Unfilled 
vacancies 

2 

Total 

3 
5 
6 

14 
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AGED PERSONS. 
BEDS IN INSTITUTIONS. 

(Question No. 130) 

Mr. KIRKWOOD (Preston) asked 
the Minister of Health -

In view of the large number of elderly 
people awaiting beds in Government in­
stitutions, what provision has been made 
by the Hospitals and Charities Commission 
to cater for elderly citizens on reaching 80 
years of age and unable to care for them­
selves? 

Mr. ROSSITER (Minister of 
Health) .-The answer is-

The following accommodation was avail­
able for elderly people in Victoria at 30th 
June, 1971:-

Special hospitals for the aged, 
benevolent homes and geriatric 
units 4,578 

Hostels for the aged and other 
institutions 7,650 

In addition, the number of elder­
ly people in private hospital 

12,228 

and nursing home beds was . . 4,393 
Of these 120 are receiving financial assis­

tance from the commission towards their 
hospital fees pending their admission to 
geriatric institutions. 

Final figures for 1971-72 are not yet 
available but the Hospitals and Charities 
Commission estimates additional accom­
modation has been provided for 500 people. 

In addition, building construction is pro­
ceeding or about to commence to provide 
accommodation in the present financial year 
for 360 people and other proposals are 
being considered. 

The commission has promoted the de­
velopment of other supportive services in­
cluding-

district nursing services; 
day hospitals-thirteen in operation with 

a further fifteen in various plan .. 
ning stages. 

No special provision is made for elderly 
people of any particular age. Physical con­
dition, irrespective of age, indicates the 
provisions required. 

INDUSTRIAL ACCIDENTS. 
FATALITIES AND INJURIES INVOLVING 

LIFTS, CRANES AND HOISTS. 
(Question No. 133) 

Mr. SIMMONDS (Reservoir) asked 
the Minister of Labour and Industry-

How many accidents involving lifts, 
cranes and hoists have occurred since 
December, 1970, indicating the number of 
fatalities and persons injured? 

Mr. RAFFERTY (Minister of 
Labour and Industry).-The answer 
is-

Since 1st January, 1971, there have been 
421 accidents reported to the Chief Inspec­
tor of Lifts and Cranes. As a result of 
these accidents 32 persons have been killed 
and 366 injured. 

APPRENTICES. 
TRAINING BY OIL REFINERIES. 

(Question No. 134) 
Mr. SIMMONDS (Reservoir) asked 

the Minister of Labour and Industry-
How many appl'entices employed by the 

Shell and British Petroleum oil refineries and 
Petroleum Refineries (Aust.) Pty. Ltd. are 
currently in training in accordance with the 
provisions of the Apprenticeship Act 1958? 

Mr. RAFFERTY (Minister of 
Labour and Industry).-The answer 
is-

Shell Refining (Aust.) Pty. Ltd. (Corio 
Refinery) ---eleven. 

Petroleum Refineries (Aust.) Pty. Ltd. 
(Altona Refinery)-three. 

No apprentices are employed at the British 
Petroleum Refinery, Crib Point. It is under­
stood that all maintenance work at this 
refinery is done by contractors. 

EMPLOYMENT BY GOVERNMENT 
DEPARTMENTS AND INSTRUMENTALI­

TIES: COMMONWEALTH SUBSIDIES. 

(Question No. 147) 
Mr. SIMMONDS (Reservoir) asked 

the 'Minister of Labour and Industry-
Whether representations have been made 

to ensure that the Commonwealth subsidy 
for employment of apprentices in Govern­
ment departments and instrumentalities is 
available to these departments on the same 
basis as private industry? 

Mr. RAFFERTY (Minister of 
Labour and Industry).-The answer 
is-

Such representations have been made and, 
I understand, have been accepted by the 
Commonwealth Government. 

CONSUMER PROTECTION ACT. 
PROCLAMATION: DOOR-TO-DOOR SALES. 

(Question No., 135) 
Mr. SIMMONDS (Reservoir) asked 

the 'Minister of Labour and Industry-
1. On what dates the various provisions 

of the Consumer Protection Act 1972 were 
proclaimed? 

2. 'What controls existed in respect of 
door-to-door sales prior to proclamation? 
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Mr. RAFFERTY (Minister of 
Labour and Industry).-The answer 
is-

1. The provisions of the Act came into 
operation on 1st July, 1972, except for 
Divisions 2 and 3 of Part II. and Division 2 
of Part III., which came into operation on 
13th July, 1972. _ 

2. The provisions of the Door to Door 
(Sales) Act 1963 applied until 1st July, 
1972. 

STATE SUPERANNUATION FUND. 
ACTUARIAL INVESTIGATION. 

(Question No. 137) 

Mr. GINIFER (Deer Park) asked 
the Treasurer-

1. When it is expected that the Govern­
ment will announoe -the result of the 
actuarial investigation into the State Super­
annuation Fund? 

2. Whether, in view of the fact that this 
investigation wi'll only cover the period to 
30th June, 1971, the Government wiU con­
sider the provision of a scheme based on 
automatic annual adjustments tied to the 
increase in the cost of living? 

Mr. HAMER (Premier and Trea­
surer) .-The answer is-

1. The actuarial investigation into the 
stability of the State Superannuation Fund 
as at 30th June, 19']11, has as yet not been 
completed. The actuary has been requested 
by the Government to make his report 
available as soon as possible. 

2. As I indicated in the Budget speech 
the Government has decided on a new 
approach to pension supplementation and 
legislation will be introduced to adjust 
pensions on the basis of cost of living 
changes between 30th June, 1967, and 30th 
June, 1972. Details of the Government's 
proposal will be given to the HoU'se when 
the necessary legis'lation is introduced. 

HOSPITALS SUPERANNUATION 
FUND. 

ELIGIBILITY FOR MEMBERSHIP. 

(Question No. 150) 

Mr. FELL (Greensborough) asked 
the Minister of Health-

1. Which persons are eligible to join the 
Hospitals Superannuation Fund? 

2. Whether hospital employees in other 
group assurance or superannuation schemes, 
presently being run by the hospitals, are 
eligible to transfer to the fund; if Bo-(a) 
from what date they were eligible to trans­
fer; (b) what is the reason for delays in 

transferring employees to the fund; and (c) 
what action will be taken to speed up trans­
fers? 

Mr. ROSSITER (Minister of 
Health) .-The answer is-

1. Full-time employees, other than trainee 
nurses, of participating institutions who 
have not attained the age of 65 and who 
have been in the continuous employment of 
an institution for at least six months, are 
eligible to join the fund. 

Participating institutions comprise public 
hospitals, ambulance services and certain 
other health and charitable organizations 
which have been admitted to the fund as 
participating institutions. 

2. Hospital employees in other group 
assurance or superannuation schemes opera­
ted by institutions are eligible to transfer 
to the fund provided that the institution by 
which they are employed elected to transfer 
its superannuation scheme to the administra­
tion of the Hospitals Superannuation Board 
within three months from 1st December, 
1970, in the case of institutions which were 
participating institutions at that date, or 
three months from the date of joining the 
fund, in the case of institutions which joined 
after 1st December, 1970. 

A number of institutions have elected to 
transfer their schemes and the transfer of 
individual employees has been finalized. 
Some delay occurred in two cases pending 
the finalization of arrangements between 
the institution concerned and the board. In 
one case, arrangements for transfer have 
been finalized and employees have been 
transferred while, in the other, it is ex­
pected that employees will transfer in the 
near future. 

No action to speed up the transfer is nec­
essary. 

PUBLIC TRANSPORT. 
SUGGESTED SINGLE AUTHORITY. 

(Question No. 154) 

Mr. FELL (Greensborough) asked 
the Minister of Transport-

What consideration has been given to 
bringing all public transport under the one 
authority to facilitate the most economic 
and appropriate use of the public transport 
resources? 

Mr. WILCOX (Minister of Trans­
port) .-The answer is-

This matter is continually under consi­
deration by me and officers of the Ministry 
of Transport. There are many aspects to 
be taken into account, and it is not yet 
clear that efficiencies would be achieved 
by bringing all public transport under one 
operating authonty. 
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TREASURY. 
COMMONWEALTH GRANTS. 

(Question No. 149) 
Mr. FELL (Greensborough) asked 

the Treasurer-

What total Commonwealth grants were 
made to Victoria in each financial year since 
1965-66, and what amounts were allocated 
each year as special purpose grants? 

Mr. HAMER (Premier and Treas­
urer) .-The answer is-

$'000 

1965-66 1966-67 1967-68 1968-69 1969-70 1970-71 1971-72 

Total Commonwealth grants 244,991 271,104 315,777 339,627 388,681 478,853 502,193 

Special purpose grants (included in total 
Commonwealth grants) 

Financial agreement-
Interest on State debts 
Universities .. . . . , 
Colleges of advanced education 
Tndependent schools " 
Research grants , , 
Tuberculosis hospitals 
Blood transfusion services 
Housekeeper services 
Home-care services , , 
Deserted wives 
Housing grants , , 
Aboriginal advancement 
Road safety practices" , , , , 
Non-metropolitan unemployment relief 
Natural disaster payments , , 
Agricultural extension services" 
Minor agricultural research , , , , 
Bovine brucellosis and tuberculosis eradi-

cation 

Special Purpose Grants (included in Total 
Commonwealth Grants) 

4,254 
8,071 

, 331 
3,019 

144 
8 

20 

40 
298 

4,254 
9,211 
1,302 

'607 
3,293 

276 
8 

23 

, 508 

(a) Grants of a revenue nature 

4,254 
10,991 
2,788 

'770 
3,306 

176 
8 

23 

5",291 
667 

4,254 
12,108 
3,195 

, 675 
3,288 

193 
8 

18 
23 

6',000 
986 

4,254 
13,960 
4,837 
3,952 

864 
3,176 

225 

, iOl 

, i21 
23 

'277 
1,027 

13 

37 

(b) Grants (If a Capital nature 

4,254 
16,238 
6,191 
7,832 

954 
3,039 

251 

Ij12 

81 
30 

43 
1,194 

2 

577 

4,254 
18,586 
7,341 
9,655 
1,177 
3,170 

269 

, i37 
1,970 
1.005 

Jl6 
30 

6,075 

t"j64 
16 

700 

$'000 
1965-66 1966-67 1967-68 1968-69 1969-70 1970-71 1971-72 

Universities " , , , , 4,425 
Colleges of advanced education 
Teachers' colleges .. 
Pre-school teachers' colleges 
Science laboratories " 2,799 
Technical training 336 
School libraries . . , , , , 
Capital grants for Government schools 
Mental health institutions 1',567 
Tuberculosis hospitals 169 
Senior citi7.ens' centres 
Dwellings for age pensioners .. 
Aboriginal advancement 
Disposal of ships' garbage 
Natural disaster payments 
Softwood forestry . . , , 
Water resources investigations" 80 
King River dam 
Salinity reduction , , 
Commonwealth aid roads 27.508 

BUILDING INDUSTRY. 
REGISTRATION OF BUILDERS. 

(Question No, 155) 
Mr. FLOYD (Williamstown) asked 

the Minister of Transport, for the 
Minister for Local Government-

Whether the Minister has given con­
sideration to the registration of builders in 
a manner similar to Western Australia and 
South Australia, to ensure the highest 
standards of building competency, tech­
nical ability and financial stability and to 
protect home builders; if not, what are the 
present safeguards against shoddy construc­
tion and financial exploitation? 

5,250 
911 

2,799 
3,050 

77 

6.173 
2,677 

500 

3,553 
5,091 

1',382 
10 

2,709 
300 
131 

600 
31,286 

7,072 
2,350 
1,600 

21 
3,055 
1,550 

500 

1',200 
175 

'207 

3:000 
500 
159 

15 
800 

33,113 

4,495 
2,891 
3,250 

2 
4,037 
3,000 
2,225 

'947 
327 

200 
226 
120 
93 

480 
163 

1,385 
170 

38,160 

5,990 
4,902 
1,250 

1 
3,546 
3,912 
3,199 

'798 
151 

1',929 
286 

4 

'S15 
420 

2,000 
25 

43,460 

6,669 
5,580 
2,750 

3:368 
1,500 
2,519 
1,700 

828 
119 

11 
2,243 

284 
130 

422 
212 
22 

49,820 

Mr. WILCOX (Minister of Trans­
port) .-The answer supplied by the 
Minister for Local Government is-

The Minister for Local Government has 
given consideration to the registration of 
builders and has studied the legislation now 
operating in other States, In Victoria, the 
Housing Industry Association has com­
menced a scheme of voluntary registration 
which. it is understood, is growing rapidly. 

It has been decided to wait and see what 
proportion of builders do register before 
further considering any legislation to 
require compulsory registration. 
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MINISTRY OF STATE 
DEVELOPMENT AND 

DECENTRALIZATION. 
RESPONSIBILITY FOR METROPOLITAN 

REGIONS. 

(Question No. 156) 

Mr. BORNSTEIN (Brunswick East) 
asked the Premier-

Whether it is the Government's inten­
tion to exclude metropolitan regions from 
the responsibility of the Minister for State 
Development and Decentralization; if so, 
why? 

Mr. HAMER (Premier and Trea­
surer) .-The answer is-

No. 

GOVERNMENT DEPARTMENTS 
AND INSTRUMENTALITIES. 

DECENTRALIZATION AND 
REGIONALIZATION. 

(Question No. 157) 

Mr. BORNSTEIN (Brunswick East) 
asked the Premier-

1. Which Government departments and 
instrumentalities, respectively, are function­
ing on a basis of-( a) decentralization; and 
(b) regionalization? 

2. In respect of regional operation-(a) 
what are the regional boundaries for each 
department and instrumentality; (b) what 
steps the Government has taken to co­
ordinate and rationalize these regions; and 
(c) what steps the Government has taken 
to co-ordinate and rationalize these regions 
with those operated by the Commonwealth 
Government and municipal authorities? 

Mr. HAMER (Premier and Trea­
surer) .-The answer is-

All departments and instrumentalities are 
functioning to some extent on either a 
decentralized or regionalized basis. 

The regional boundaries for each depart­
ment and instrumentality are different in 
most cases and could best be examined by 
reference to plans held in my department. 
The Government has asked for a report to 
be submitted through the State Planning 
Council recommending boundaries which 
can be used for future co-ordination and 
rationalization of departmental administra­
tive regions. In preparing this report dis­
cussions are being held with appropriate 
Commonwealth agencies such as the Post­
master-General's Department and due con­
sideration is being given to municipal 
boundaries. 

COLLUSIVE PRACTICES ACT. 
COMPLAINTS OF BREACHES. 

(Question No. 167) 
Mr. MUTTON (Coburg) asked the 

Attomey-General-
1. How many complaints of breaches of 

the Collusive Practices Act 1965 have been 
made by Government departments, semi­
government organizations, and other 
organizations, respectively, during each year 
since the Act came into operation? 

2. How many of these complaints from 
each source lead to-(a) warnings; and 
(b) prosecutions, indicating the number of 
successful and unsuccessful prosecutions? 

3. Whether more than one complaint has 
been received from any body; if so, from 
which bodies and how many in each case? 

4. Whether the complaints related to a 
particular area of supply of goods and/or 
services; if so, which area? 

Mr. REID (Attorney-General).­
The answer is-

This question is identical with question 
No. 1335 asked by the honorable member 
towards the end of the last session of 
Parliament, when I advised him that the 
information was being obtained but that 
collation would take some time. I under­
took to advise the honorable member as 
soon as possible. The information, which 
is somewhat lengthy, was supplied to the 
honorable member in a letter dated 29th 
June, 1972, and the position has not changed 
since that date. 

RAFFLES. 
MAXIMUM PRIZE VALUE. 

(Question No. 168) 
Mr. MUTTON (Coburg) asked the 

Attorney-General-
1. When the maximum prize value of 

$3,250 which can be granted by promoters 
of a local raffle conducted for charitable 
purposes was fixed? 

2. If he will ascertain and inform the 
House of the maximum value of prizes that 
may be granted by promoters conducting 
lawful -raffles in the other Australian States? 

Mr. REID (Attorney-General).­
The answer is-

This question seeks information identical 
wi,th that sought in question No. 1320 
asked by the honorable member towards 
the end of the last session of Parliament. 
At that time I answered :the first part of 
the question and undertook to obtain the 
information sought in the second part of 
the question from other States and Ito 
advise the honorable member. This I did 
in a letter dated 12th May, 1972. I am 
not aware of any change in the position 
since that date. 
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MINES DEPARTMENT. 
EXPLORATION LICENCES IN 

GRAMPIANS AREA. 

(Question No. 172) 

Mr. E. W. LEWIS (Dundas) asked 
the Minister of Mines-

Whether expl'Oration licences have been 
issued for ;the Grampians area; if so-( a) 
who are the holders of licences; (b) what 
area of land each licence covers and in 
which shire; (c) what is the nature of 
work being carried out; (d) how long each 
licence is operative and what minerals are 
covered; and (e) what assurances, if any, 
were given that the area will not be de­
faced? 

Mr. BALFOUR (Minister of Mines). 
-The answer is-

Yes, exploration licence No. 398 covering 
part of the south-weslt segment of Ithe 
subject area was granted on 30th August, 
1972. 

(a) The licensee is Noranda Australia 
Ltd. 

(b) The licence covers ,an area of 
approximately 200 square miles and f'Orms 
part of the shires of Dundas and Ararat. 

(c) Explorat'Ory 'Operations are restricted 
t'O geophysical, geological and geochemical 
surveying, and drilling. 

(d) The licence was granted for a !term 
of two years and covers the following 
minerals:-

Antim'Ony, copper, lead, molybdenum, 
nickel, phosphate, silver, tin, titanium, 
zinc, zirc'Onium and gold. 

(e) With modem techniques mineral 
surveys can involve little or no significant 
disturbance of the envir'Onment, but as a 
safeguard it is a c'Ondition of ,all explora­
tion licences that the land be restored as 
nearly as possible to its former condition. 

A security is held by the department 
against due observance of the conditions 
and restrictions of the licence and/or any 
reclamati'On of disturbed areas. 

DENTISTS. 
SHORTAGE IN COUNTRY TOWNS. 

(Question No. 174) 
Mr. CURNOW (Kara Kara) asked 

the Minister of Health-
1. What steps have been taken ito 'Over­

come the lack of dentists in country towns? 
2. Whether a mobile dental service has 

been cDnsidered; if SQ, what are the results 
of the investigatiDns; if not, why? 

3. Whether consideration has been given 
Ito guaranteeing a minimum income for 
country dentists similar to that offered to 
doctors? 

4. Whether he will assist the town of 
Charlton in its efforts tD obtain a dentist; 
if so, what assistance will be provided? 

Mr. ROSSITER (Minister of 
Health).-The answer is-

Apart from providing funds fDr the 
training of dentists through the Faculty of 
Dentistry at the University of Melbourne 
no special steps have been taken to 'Over­
come any sh'Ortage of dentists in country 
towns. 

Such a sh'Ortage is not caused only by 
economic conditions, other contributing 
factors being lthe unwillingness of profes­
sional people to take up residence in country 
towns, difficulties of education for young 
families, &c. 

The Department of Health, within the 
limits imposed by its inability tD recruit 
sufficient dentists, provides for the dental 
care of a number of young school children 
attending schools more than twenty miles 
from a dentist in private practice. 

BefDre considering what assistance might 
be given to the tDwn of Charlton, it would 
be necessary :tD know what efforts the 
people of that town have made tD help 
\themselves. 

STATE RIVERS AND WATER 
SUPPLY COMMISSION. 

IRRIGATION WATER FOR NORTH-WEST 
BOORT AREA. 

(Questi'On ND. 175) 

Mr. CURNOW (Kara Kara) asked 
the Minister of Water Supply-

Whether the State Rivers and Water 
Supply Commission has received corres­
pondence from an organization known as 
the North-West Boort Water Users League; 
if S'O, whether consideration will be given 
to their :aims of extension of irrigation 
water into this area either now Dr when 
WODlshed Lake storage is completed? 

Mr. DUNSTAN (Minister of Water 
Supply).-The answer is-

Yes, the application is with respect to 'an 
area of approximately 50 square miles 
nDrth-west of BDort. Some 'Of the land 
cDncerned is within the Normanville ,and 
West Loddon Waterworks Districts while 
the balance is 'Outside ;any constituted 
district. 

The lands have 'no history of irrigation 
and WDuid require the allocatiDn of between 
10,000 and 15,000 acre-feet based on the 
current water right formula if Ithey were 
to' be irrigated. 

The storages and channels supplying the 
Bo'Ort area :are already fully committed and 
because of the high cost of supply esti­
mated at about $3 million, the area would 
receive 'a low priority leven if water were 
available. 
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The construction of the Woolshed Swamp 
scheme would not permit any expansion 
of irrigation 'in the Boort :area but would 
only ensure greater safety of supply to 
established irrigators. Having regard to 
the foregoing facts, the provision of irriga­
tion to the lands in question could no.t be 
contemplated. 

WHEAT INDUSTRY. 
VICTORIAN QUOTAS: DELIVERIES TO 

STORAGES: WHEAT STORED. 

(Question No. 176) 

Mr. CURNOW (Kara Kara) asked 
the Minister for Conservation, for the 
Minister of Agriculture-

1. What was the gross wheat quota 
allotted to Victoria in each year and for 
season 1972-73 since wheat quotas were 
introduced? 

2. What were the gross wheat deliveries 
to the Grain Elevators Board in each such 
year and what deliveries are expected for 
the 1972-73 season? 

3. What is .the total quantity of wheat 
in Grain Elevators Board storages in Vic­
toria at the present time, indicating the 
quantities held in the silos at Dunolly and 
Murtoa, respectively? 

Mr. BORTHWICK (Minister for 
Conservation) .-The answer sup­
plied by the Minister of Agriculture 
is-

1. The gross wheat quota allotted to Vic­
toria in each year since the introduction of 
wheat quotas was-

1969-70-65,000,000 bushels 
1970-71-52,000,000 bushels 
1971-72-57,000,000 bushels 
1972-73-67,000,000 bushels 

2. The gross wheat deliveries to the Grain 
Elevators Board were-

1969-70-85,807,509 bushels 
1970-71-32,738,400 bushels 
1971-72-64,158,482 bushels 

An accurate estimate for season 1972-73 
is not possible at this time but, based on 
the present condition of the wheat crop 
and assuming that a normal amount of rain 
falls during September and October, the 
deliveries could reach 50 million bushels. 

3. The total quantity of wheat held in 
Grain Elevators Board storages in Victoria 
at 15th September, 1972, was 28,849,018 
bushels. At that date the quantity held in: 
the silo at Dunolly was 609,777 bushels and 
in the Murtoa silo the quantity held was 
783,484 bushels. 

TOWN PLANNING APPEALS 
TRIBUNAL. 

DELAYS IN HEARING ApPEALS. 

(Question No. 179) 
Mr. JONA (Hawthorn) asked the 

Minister of Transport, for the Mini­
ster for Local Government-

Whether the Minister is aware of the long 
delays in hearing appeals by the Town Plan­
ning Appeals Tribunal; if so, whether any 
action will be taken in the immediate future 
to overcome these delays? 

Mr. WILCOX (Minister of Trans­
port) .-The Minister for Local Gov­
ernment has supplied the following 
answer:-

Yes. Two tribunals have operated for 
some time on a part-time basis in place of 
the original one. From 1st October next 
both tribunals will become full time. 

DEAF CHILDREN. 
COMMITTEE FOR PROMOTION OF ORAL 

EDUCATION. 

(Question No. 183) 
Mr. GINIFER (Deer Park) asked 

the Minister of Education-
With respect to the Victorian Committee 

for the Promotion of Oral Education of the 
Deaf-

1. If he will ascertain and inform the 
House-( a) who the members of the com­
mittee are and when they were appointed; 
(b) who the office-bearers are and whether 
they receive an annual honorarium; if so, 
what the respective amounts are; and (c) 
where the schools are conducted, indicating 
in respect of each-(i) the number of teach­
ers and students, respectively; and (ii) the 
date of annual inspection by the District 
Inspector of Schools during each of the past 
five years? 

2. Whether he will lay copies of the com­
mittee's balance-sheet for the past five finan­
cial years on the table of the Library? 

Mr. THOMPSON (Minister of Edu­
cation).-The answer is-

1. (a), (b) and 2. 
The Education Department has no copies 

of recent annual reports and balance sheets 
of the Victorian Committee for Promotion 
of Oral Education of the Deaf. nor docu­
ments relating to members of committee or 
office bearers. 

1. (c), (i) and (ii). 
Ewing House School for Deaf Children, 

Ballarat, established in 1951 by the Vic­
torian committee, has been conducted wholly 
as a State school since 1958, and is not a 
committee establishment. 
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It has eight teachers and a principal and 
36 students. Inspection of the school by 
the district inspector has been carried out 
during the past five years on the following 
dates:-

22nd April, 1968. 
10th December, 1968. 
29th May, 1969. 
19th November, 1969. 
.25th September, 1970. 
25th November, 1970. 
1st October, 1971. 
29th October, 1971. 
12th May. 1972. 

McDonald House School for Deaf Children, 
Bendigo is not a school in terms of' the 
Education Act and is conducted by the Ben­
digo Committee for Promotion of Oral 
Education of the Deaf. 

ROYAL DENTAL HOSPITAL. 
DENTURES FOR PENSIONERS: 

TREATMENT OF COUNTRY RESIDENTS. 

(Question No. 184) 

Mr. E. W. LEWIS (Dundas) asked 
the Minister of Health-

1. What action, if any, is being taken to 
minimize the delay at the Royal Dental 
Hospital of Melbourne in supplying dentures 
to pensioners? 

2. Whether he is aware that country pen­
sioners have to travel to Melbourne for free 
dental treatment and have to wait until 1973 
for an appointment? 

3. Whether it is intended to extend dental 
services to country centres; if not, why? 

Mr. ROSSITER (Minister of 
Health) .-The answer is-

The Royal Dental Hospital of Melbourne 
was established primarily to provide 
.. material" for the training of dental 
students and cannot be expected to provide 
dental care for every person in need of 
such care in this State. 

The provision of dental care for pen­
sioners should be a function of the Com­
monwealth Government which already pro­
vides a medical service for pensioners. 

Nevertheless the Hospitals and Charities 
Commission has been asked to examine the 
cost of providing a denture service in country 
base hospitals for pensioners and persons 
of similar restricted means. The provision 
of such a service will depend upon whether 
the necessary funds can be made available. 
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KINDERGARTEN TEACHERS 
COLLEGE. 

STUDENTS' LIVING ALLOWANCE. 

(Question No. 185) 

Mr. EDMUNDS (Moonee Ponds) 
asked the Minister of Health-

Whether, in vi'ew of insufficient numbers 
of students a ttending the Kindergarten 
Teachers College because of the small living 
allowance provided by the Department of 
Health. he will ensure that this allowance 
is raised for the start of the next school 
year to the same level as is provided for 
primary and secondary student teachers? 

Mr. ROSSITER (Minister of 
Health) .-The answer is-

Each year requests are submitted to the 
Treasury for appropriate increases in all 
types of bursaries and subsidies payable by 
the Department of Health and the Govern­
ment allocates funds bearing in mind the 
comparative needs of the various bodies 
concerned. The amounts allocated are 
announced when the Budget is brought 
down. 

There is no real shortage of persons 
qualified for appointment to direct kinder­
gartens. 

SHOP TRADING HOURS. 
RETAIL PET SHOPS. 

(Question No. 187) 

Mr. SIMMONDS (Reservoir) asked 
the Minister of Labour and Industry-

1. What are the legal trading hours ot 
retail pet shops, other than those solely 
selling fish and birds, and aquarium shops 
engaged in the retail sale of livestock, feed. 
equipment, including pumps, machinery, 
stopwatches, muzzles, etc? 

2. Whether there is a general practice of 
seven day per week trading in this field? 

3. Whether representations have been 
made to him for 'a clear statement on the 
legal trading hours for pet shops and action 
to enforce or amend these trading hours; 
if so, by whom and with what result? 

4. Whether the advertised trading hours 
of 8.00 a.m. to 9.00 p.m. 7 days per week 
of the" Grey Hound Centre" at 15 Fern­
wood Avenue, East Ringwood, appearing in 
the Sporting Globe of Wednesday, 30th 
August, 1972, comply with the Labour and 
Industry Act 1958; if not, what action is 
proposed in this and other similar instances 
of seven day per week trading as advertised 
in the classified columns of the Age news­
paper. 
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Mr. RAF'FERTY (Minister of 
Labour and Industry).-The answer 
is-

1. In the Fifth Schedule to' the LabO'ur 
and Industry Act are set out those classes 
of shops whose trading hours are not 
regulated in any way. Included in these 
are "shops for the sale of aviary and cage 
birds" and " ShO'pS for the sale of aquarium 
fish". In accordance with paragraph (p) 
of section 192 (1) of the Act, a shop is 
characterized by the" classes of goods sold 
therein and therefore -the classes of goods 
that may be sold in a "shop for the sale 
of aquarium fish" without requiring that 
shop '10 be closed at any time are those 
that al1e normally sold in shops of that kind. 
"Pet shops" in which additional classes of 
goods are sold are required to be closed on 
Saturdays from 1 p.m. and all day on 
Sundays. 

2. I am not aware that it is a general 
practice for "pet shops" to open seven 
days per week. 

3. Such representations have been received 
from the Victorian Pet Shop Owners Asso­
ciation and from Exotic Products Pty. Ltd. 
These inquirers have been advised of the 
department's views as to what the law is 
(having regard to the fact that interpretation 
of the law is a function of the courts) and 
have been informed that any specific com­
plaints about alleged breaches of the law 
will be investigated. 

4. An inspection has been made of the 
shop concemedand the matter is now under 
consideration. 

UNIVERSITY OF MELBOURNE. 
SOCIAL STUDIES COURSE: GRADUATES. 

(Question No. 189) 

Mr. BORNSTEIN (Brunswick East) 
asked the Minister of Education-

If he will ascertain and inform the 
House-

l. How many persons graduated from the 
Department of Soda'l Studies at the Uni­
versity of Melbourne in each of the years 
1968 to' 1971 inclusive? 

2. What was the dispersement of the 
above-mentioned graduates? 

Mr. THOMPSON (Minister of 
Education) The answer is-

We have requested the Vioe-Chancellor 
of the University of Melbourne to supply 
the required information. The honorable 
member will be advised by letter when 
details come to hand. 

ACCIDENT VICTIMS. 
SETTLEMENT OF CLAIMS. 

(Question No. 198) 

Mr. BORNSTEIN (Brunswick East) 
asked the Chief Secretary-

1. Whether accident victims are frequently 
placed in acute financial difficultites due to 
delays in settling or bringing accident cases 
to trial? 

2. Whether the Government has inves­
tigated the proposition of the New Zealand 
Royal Commission that the community 
should accept responsibility for the main­
tenance of income of every adult accident 
victim prevented from earning income; if 
so, what action is contemplated in this 
regard? 

Mr. MEAGHER (Chief Secretary). 
-The answer is-

1. I assume the honorable member is 
referring to road accidents and, of course, 
I am aware that there- are instances where 
road accident victims do suffer financial 
difficulties pending the 'Settlement of cases. 

- , 

2. In June, 1969, the Government estab­
lished a committee under the chairmanship 
of the Government Statist to review this 
problem and, specifically to 'examine the 
possibility of reducing the time lag in the 
settlement of C'iaims and the costs of Hti­
gation in relation to motor car insurance. 

During the course of its deliberations, the 
committee examined a number of proposals 
including those of the New Zealand Royal 
Commission of Inquiry into Compensation 
for Personal Injury. 

As a result of one of the committee's 
recommendations, agreement was reached 
with authorized insurers that, with certain 
exceptions, up to 80 per cent of fees would 
be met for hospital treatment or services 
to persons for injuries caused by or arising 
out of the use of a motor vehide on or 
after 1st March, 1971. These payments are 
irrespective of any common law rights for 
treatment, or services given in Victoria to 
residents of this State by public hospitals, 
private hospitals, homes for the aged (hos­
pital 'section), benevolent homes (hospital 
section), nursing service and ambulance 
service. 

In addition to this, Cabinet last May 
approved in principle of the institution of a 
supplementary "no-fault" compensation 
scheme and a committee was subsequently 
appointed to investigate and recommend 
details of a feasible plan. Full consideration 
will be given to the recommendations of 
this committee as soon as its report has 
been received. 
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HOSPITAL BENEFITS 
ASSOCIATION. 

MANAGEMENT: MEMORANDUM AND 
ARTICLES OF ASSOCIATION. 

(Question No. 199) 

Mr. BORNSTEIN (Brunswick East) 
asked the Attorney-General-

Whether he received correspondence 
dated 24th February, 1972, from certain 
contributors to the Hospital Benefits 
Association detailing-( a) alleged irregulari­
ties in the conduct of the 1971 annual meet­
ing of, Hospital Benefits Association con­
tributors: (b) possible breaches of 
the association's licence; and (c) objec­
tions to proposed amendments to its memor­
andum and articles of association; if so, 
whether he indicated on 9th March, 1972, 
that he would examine all matters and 
advise the contributors in due course of his 
views and possible course of action; and, 
in that event, what action has been taken 
since that date in respect of the above­
mentioned complaints? 

Sir ,GEORGE REID (Attorney­
General).-The answer is-, 

I did receive a letter dated 24th February, 
1972, from three contributors to the Hos­
pital Benefits Association and, on 9th March, 
1972, I advised the persons concerned that 
I would have examined the matters referred 
to in their letter. 

A preliminary examination of the matters 
raised indicated that a number of the 
matters did not, in fact, involve suggestions 
of breaches of the provisions of the Com­
panies Act 1961. It is not within my func­
tions to have these complaints examined 
and it may be that the complainants would 
have to take legal action to clarify the 
issues involved. 

As yet, it has not been possible to under­
take a detailed examination of the com­
plaints which suggest breaches of the Com­
panies Act. This is because of the heavy 
pressures of work which are being experi­
enced by the Investigation Section of the 
Companies Office. The section has under in­
vestigation or awaiting investigation many 
matters arising under the provisions of the 
Companies Act and the Securities Industry 
Act. 

The investigation in respect of the com­
plaints made by the three contributors to 
the Hospital Benefits Association will be 
completed as soon as practicable. I might 
say that action is being taken to increase 
the staff of the Investigation Section of the 
Companies Office to the extent immediately 
possible, having regard to the need for 
training of newly appointed officers. Another 
problem is the likely difficulty in recruiting 
additional officers who are required to be 
qualified accountants. There is a shortage 
of qualified accountants in the Public Ser­
vice at the present time and some offices 

on the establishment of my department 
which require such qualifications have been 
vacant for lengthy periods. I understand that 
the Public Service Board is giving considera­
tion to means of overcoming the problem. 

(Question No. 200) 
Mr. BORNSTEIN (Brunswick East) 

asked the Attorney-General-
Whether he has approved an amended 

new memorandum and articles of associa­
tion submitted by the executive committee 
of the Hospital Benefits Association follow­
ing the doubt expressed by the Crown Law 
Department of the appropriateness of some 
provisions of 'the association's original appli­
cation; if so-( a) when such approval was 
granted; (b) what amended alterations were 
proposed by the association, indicating to 
what extent they were approved; and (c) 
whether a new memorandum and articles of 
assodation have been incorporated? 

Sir GEORGE REID (Attorney­
General).-The answer is-
. No. The proposed new memorandum and 
articles are under examination and there 
has been correspondence with the solicitors 
for the association in relation to the docu­
ments. 

LAKE TYERS ABORIGINAL TRUST. 
SHARE"S. 

(Question No. 205) 
Mr. B. J. EVANS (Gippsland East) 

asked the Chief Secretary, for the 
Minister for Aboriginal Affairs-

Whether any members of Lake Tyers 
Aboriginal Trust offered shares in the trust 
to the Government; if so, how many and 
what action has been or is to be taken 
regarding such offers? 

Mr. MEAGHER (Chief Secretary). 
-The answer supplied by the Min­
ister for Aboriginal Affairs is-

Yes, four members have offered their 
shares to the Government, and the matter 
is under consideration in accordance with 
the provisions of the Aboriginal Lands Act 
1970. 

EAST GIPPSLAND DROUGHT. 
DROUGHT LOANS: FODDER AND 

TRANSPORT SUBSIDIES. 

(Question No. 207) 

Mr. B. J. EVANS (Gippsland East) 
asked the Premier-

1. How many applications have been re­
ceived from people in East Gippsland for 
drought loans, how many have been re­
jected, and what is the total amount of 
loans approved to date? 
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2. What is the cost to date of-Cal fodder 
subsidies; and (b) freight subsidies on the 
transport of livestock by road? 

Mr. HAMER (Premier and Treas­
urer) .-The answer is-

1. Of the 151 applications received, 95 
loans have been approved totalling $293,000, 
17 applications have been declined or with· 
drawn and the balance of 39 are at present 
receiving attention or awaiting receipt of 
further information from applicants. 

2. (a) $24,457 has been paid to primary 
producers as subsidies on fodder already 
fed to 'livestock, whilst the subsidies in· 
volved in purchases of fodder authorized to 
date by the Rural Finance and Settlement 
Commission but where claims for payment 
will not be made until the fodder has been 
actually fed to livestock, will amount to a 
further $29,058.00. 

(b) Of the 613 cases where road move. 
ment of livestock has been approved by the 
commission, an amount of $43,450 has been 
paid out in 395 cases and payment will be 
made in a further 218 cases when the re. 
quired statutory, declarations as to move­
ment have been received. 

AUTOMATION. 
ADVISORY COMMITTEE: MEETINGS: 

RECOMMENDATIONS. 

(Question No. 209) 

Mr. SIMMONDS (Reservoir) asked 
the Minister of Labour and In­
,dustry-

1. On how many occasions the Advisory 
Committee on Automation has met? 

2. Who is the present chairman of the 
committee? 

3. When the last meeting of the com­
mittee was held? 

4. What recommendations have been 
made by the committee to deal with the 
effects of automation? 

Mr. RAFFERTY (Minister of 
Labour and Industry).-The answer 
is-

1. There have been three meetings of 
the committee. 

2. The Minister of Labour and Industry 
is ex officio chairman. 

3. The last meeting was held on 10th 
February, 1969. The arrangement then 
made was that the committee would meet 
again upon a request from any member, 
supported by an assertion that there had 
been a disadvantage caused to some person 
or in some area as t'he result of the auto­
mation of some process, but no such re· 
quest has since been made. 

4. The measures that may need to be 
taken to deal with the effects of auto­
mation, such as finding new avenues of 
employment and providing retraining to re­
place redundant skills. are matters within 
the administration of the Commonwealth 
Government, which has provided facilities 
for these purposes after consultation with 
employers' associations and trade unions 
through the National Labour Advisory 
Committee. 

The Victorian committee was not con­
stituted for the purpose of making recom­
mendations to anyone and has not ,done so; 
it was established at the request of the 
Trades Hall Council to provide a channel of 
communication, particularly to provide an 
avenue through which the trade union 
movement cou1ld approach the Government 
whenever problems arising from automation 
became evident to it. 

HOUSING COMMISSION. 
EAST PRESTON LAND. 

(Question No. 212) 
Mr. KIRKWOOD (Preston) asked 

the Chief Secretary, for the Minister 
of. Housing-

What was the outcome of protracted 
negotiations carried out by the Housing 
Commission in relation to land situated at 
the corner of Water Road and Gower 
Street, East Preston? 

Mr~ MEAGHER (Chief Secretary). 
-The answer supplied by the Minis­
ter of Housing is-

There has been no protracted negotiation 
carried out by the Housing Commission in 
relation to the former migrant hostel site 
in Water Road, East Preston. The com­
mission has agreed in principle to sen this 
area to the Melbourne and Metropolitan 
Board of Works. The commission is about 
to regain possession of this land from the 
Commonwealth which will then allow it to 
be sold to the Melbourne and Metropolitan 
Board of Works as an extension of the 
existing adjoining depot. 

ACCOMMODATION WAITING LISTS: 
ELIGIBLE ApPLICANTS. 

(Question No. 216) 
Mr. HOLDING (Leader of the 

Opposition) asked the Chief Secre­
tary, for the Minister of Housing-

1. How many eligible applicants were on 
the Housing Commission's waiting lists for 
-(a) metropolitan; and (b) country accom­
modation as at 30th June, 1972, indicating 
how many were aged single females, aged 
single males, aged couples, non-aged child­
less couples, families· without a male head, 
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families without a female head, couples with 
dependent children, and pensioners (not al­
ready includ~d in earlier categories), re­
spectively? 

2. Whether there were 'any other types 
of household on the commission's lists; if 
so, what types? 

3. What are the trend rates of growth or 
decline in the number of metropolitan appli­
cations received from each of the groups 
referred to in part 1 of this question? 

Mr. MEAGHER (Chief Secretary). 
-The answer supplied by the Minis­
ter of Housing is-

1. The waiting lists of the commission are 
divided into categories which identify the 
type of accommodation required. As at 30th 
June, 1972, the number of applications in 
such categories were as follows:-

Metropolitan 

Lone persons (l-bed) 
Low rental (2-bed) .. 
Childless couples 
2-bedroom .. 
3-bedroom ., 
Large families 

896 
271 
512 

1,832 
5,189 

422 

Country 

1,034 
297 
194 

1.156 
1,668 

192 

Additional . information as regards cate­
gories is contained in answer to question 
No. 222. 

2. All applications are included in the 
~bove figures. 

3. Variations in demand are illustrated in 
figures for the four years prior to 30th 
June, 1972-

Lone persons 
Low rental .. 
Childless 

couples 
2-bedroom .. 
3-bedroom .. 
Large 

families .. 

Metropolitan 

As at 30th As at 30th As at 30th As at 30th 
June, 1969 June, 1970 lune, 1971 June, 1972 

2,338 2,156 1,258 896 
191 300 185 271 

347 420 590 512 
2,803 3,010 2,579 1,831 
4,324 6,606 6,110 5,189 

489 664 628 422 

ESTIMATED DEMAND FOR HOUSING: 
DELETION OF NAMES FROM WAITING 
LISTS. 

(Question No. 217) 

Mr. HOLDING (Leader of the 
Opposition) asked the Chief Secre­
tary, for the Minister of Housing-

1. Wh'ether the Housing Commission has 
prepared estimates of the likely demand 
for its houses and flats in the next five or 
ten years; if so, what are the estimates? 

2. What procedures the commission adopts 
to cull from its waiting lists people who are 
no longer in need of accommodation? 

3. How many applicants have had their 
names removed from the commission's wait­
ing list,; in each year since 1967-68 and for 
what reasons the applications were can­
celled? 

Mr. MEAGHER (Chief Secretary). 
-The Minister of Housing has sup­
plied the following answer:-

The following figures relating to intake of 
applications since 1967-68 reveal a continu­
ous if variable demand for accommoda­
tion:-

1967-68 
1968-69 
1969-70 
1970-71 
1971-72 

.. 5,238 Metropolitan 4.856 Country 
•• 4,964 Metropolitan 4,776 CountrJ 
.. 6,942 Metropolitan 5,753 Country 
.. 6,771 Metropolitan 5.839 Country 
.. 5,833 Metropolitan 5,660 Country 

2. Applications are subject to progressive 
screening processes with a view to establish­
ing true demand and eliminating those cases 
where the assistance of the commission is 
nO' longer required. 

3. Total cancellations since 1967-68 have 
been as follows:-

1967-68 
1968-69 
1969-70 
1970-71 
1971-72 

2,311 
5,221 
3,061 
7,252 
6,433 

The main reason for cancellations is 
failure on the part of applicants to reaffirm 
their interest m obtaining homes. Many 
other applicants are found to be ineligible 
upon investigation or to hav.e made private 
arrangements. 

ACCOMMODATION VACANCIES: DURA­
TION AND TERMINATION OF TENANCIES. 

(Question No. 218) 

Mr. HOLDING (Leader of the 
Opposition) asked the Chief Secre­
tary, for the Minister of Housing-

1. How many vacancies have occurred in 
Housing Commission metropolitan--( a) 
high-rise flats; (b) walk-up flats; and (c) 
rented houses, respectively, in each of the 
financial years from 1968-69 to 1971-72? 

2. What was the average length of metro­
JX)litan tenancy in-(a) high-rise flats.; (b) 
walk-up flats; and (c) rented houses? 

3. What were th'e reasons people left the 
commission's rental units? 
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4. How many commISSIon tenants have 
vacated-(a) high-rise flats; (b) walk-up 
flats; and (c) rental houses, respectively, 
owing the commission in excess of $50 in 
each of the financial years from 1968-69 to 
1971-72? 

Mr. MEAGHER (Chief Secretary). 
-The answer supplied by the Mini­
ster of Housing is-

1. Total number of vacancies in metropo. 
litan estates of the commission were as 
follows:-

1968-69 
1969-70 
1970-71 
1971-72 

1,498 
1,824 
1,970 
2,215 

Details of categories making up 
totals are not avail:able.· 

these 

2. Average lengths of tenancies in metro-
politan estates were-

High-rise flats 2.9 years 
Walk-up flats 5.3 years 
Houses 13.5 years 

3. Reasons given for vacating-
Left the State. 
Purchased H.C.V. homes. 
Purchased priVlate homes. 
Transferred to other Housing Com-

mission, Victoria, units. 
Transferred to private accommoda-

tion. 
Ill-health. 
Tenants deceased. 
Arrears. 

4. Vacated tenants owing in excess of 
$50-

1968-69 
1969-70 
1970-71 
1971-72 

Metropolitian 

780 
815 
860 
940 

Houses 

NOTICES TO QUIT. 

(Question No. 219) 

Mr. HOLDING (Leader of the 
Opposition) asked the Chief Secre­
tary, for the Minister of Housing-

How many notices to quit were issued by 
the Housing Commission in each of the years 
1968-69 to 1971-72 inclusive? 

Mr. MEAGHER (Chief Secretary). 
-The Minister of Housing has sup­
plied the following answer:-
1968-69 

5,325 
Evicted-

11 

1969-70 
5,442 

17 

1970-71 
6,389 

28 

1971-72 
5,850 

19 

UNITS AVAILABLE FOR RENTAL. 

(Question No. 220) 

Mr. HOLDING (Leader of the 
Opposition) asked the Chief Secre­
tary, for the Minister of Housing-. 

l. How many new or vacant-(a) 2-bed­
room houses; (b) 3-bedroom houses; (c) 
4-bedroom houses; (d) 2-bedroom flats; and 
(e) 3-bedroom flats, became available for 
rental in metropolitan and country areas, 
respectively, in each of the years 1964, 1967 
and 1971? 

2. How many units were vacant in the 
metropolitan area at 30th June, 1972? 

Mr. MEAGHER (Chief Secretary). 
-The answer supplied by the Minis­
ter of Housing is-

l. Units of 2-bedroom, 3-bedroom and 
larger types available for rental' in the years 
1964, 1967 and 1971, were as follows:-

Flats 

1964 2-bedroom 
3-bedroom and over 

1967 2-bedroom 

No figures available 
No figures available 
27 .. 348 

1971 

Country 
1964 

1967 

1971 

3-bedroom and over 

2-bedroom 
3-bedroom and over 

2-bedroom 
3-bedroom 
2-bedroom 
3-bedroom and over 
2-bedroom 
3-bedroom and over 

2. 116 units. 

230 

30 
252 

No figures available 
No figures available .. 
528 

1,060 
542 

1,232 

229 

826 
495 

5 

1 
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ALLOCATION OF ACCOMMODATION: 
PRIORITIES. 

(Question No. 221) 

Mr. HOLDING (Leader of the 
Opposition) asked the Chief Secre­
tary, for the Minister of Housing-

1. On what basis houses, walk-up and 
high-rise flats, respectively, are allocated? 

2. Whether people who request accom­
modation in a specific area obtain priority 
for units in that area ahead of those who 
have been on the waiting list for a longer 
period? 

3. Whether any provision is made for cases 
of urgent need? 

Mr. MEAGHER (Chief Secretary). 
-The answer supplied by the Minis­
ter of Housing is-

1. Applications are dealt with in order of 
date of lodgement having regard to the type 
of accommodation required. 

2. The only occasions where preference 
for locally built flats is given to local appli­
cants are in relation to agreements made 
with municipalities which have assisted in 
schemes for pensioner flats. 

3. Apart from priority given to applica­
tions affected by the operation of section 68 
of the Housing Act, the commission is pre­
pared to examine the circumstances of any 
case of exceptional difficulty with a view to 
determining whether or not the extension of 
priority is justified. 

RENTAL REBATES. 

(Question No. 222) 
Mr. HOLDING (Leader of the 

Opposition) asked the Chief Secre­
tary, for the Minister of Housing-

'What was the cost of rental rebates in 
1971-72 and what were the main categories 
of tenants receiving such rebates during the 
year? 

Mr. MEAGHER (Chief Secretary). 
-The Minister of Housing has sup­
plied the following answer:-

Rental rebates cost $1,890,410 in 1971-72. 
Categories of tenants paying rebated rentals 
during the year were-

Category 
Number Number 

30th June, 30th June, 

Civilian pensioners: 
Aged single .. 
Aged married couples 
Widow 
Invalid 
T.B. 

Repatriation pensioner: 
War service 

1971 1972 

3,442 
996 
907 
664 

4 

296 

4,062 
1,050 

922 
720 

2 

274 

Category 
Number Number 

30th June, 30th June, 
1971 1972 

Social services: 
Unemployment and 

sickness benefit .. 
Deserted wives 

Workers compensation 
Superannuation 
Low earnings 

Total 

168 
1,030 

24 
28 

317 

7,876 

180 
1,207 

23 
18 

188 

8,646 

FRANK WILKES COURT, FAIRFIELD. 

(Question No. 223) 
Mr. HOLDING (Leader of the 

Opposition) asked the Chief Sec­
retary, for the Minister of Housing-

1. What is the economic rental of flats 
for the aged in Frank Wilkes Court, Fair­
field? 

2. Whether all the occupants are pen­
sioners or of pensionable age? 

3. What rents are paid by pensioner 
occupants of those flats? 

Mr. MEAGHER (Chief Secretary). 
-The Minister of Housing has sup­
plied the. following answer:-

1. $10 .15 per week. 
2. Yes. 
3. If on a full aged pension without 

additional income-$2. 90 per week. 

RESEARCH STAFF. 
(Question No. 224) 

Mr. HOLDING (Leader of the 
Opposition) asked the Chief Sec­
retary, for the Minister of Housing-

How many research staff are employed 
by the Housing Commission and what are 
their qualifications? 

Mr. MEAGHER (Chief Secretary). 
-The answer supplied by the 
Minister of Housing is-

Thirty commission officers are engaged 
partially on research duties. Qualifications 
held by these officers are in the fields of 
architecture, civil engineering, public 
administration and accounting. 

VACANT LAND: COUNTRY CONSTRUC­
TION PROGRAMME: OUTER METRO­
POLITAN EsTATES. 

(Question No. 228) 
Mr. HOLDING (Leader of the 

Opposition) asked the Chief Sec­
retary, for the Minister of Housing-

1. How many acres of vacant land the 
Housing Commission has purchased in the 
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metropolitan area of Melbourne (including 
the Shire of Werribee) in each of the years 
since 1958-59? 

2. What were the locations of the com­
mission's major broadacre vacant sites at 
the end of the financial yeaI'" 1971-72? 

3. How many acres of vacant land were 
owned by the commission at 30th June, 
1972, in- country areas and where the major 
part of the land was located? 

4. What considerations determine the 
location of units to be built in the country? 

5. In what ways the commission's country 
construction programme is part of an 
integrated . Government policy of decen­
tralization? 

6. How much vacant land the commission 
plans to buy in the metropolitan area during 
the next fifteen years? 

7. Whether the commission and the Mel­
bourne and Metropolitan Board of Works 
have conferred on which of the proposed 
growth corridors, if any, will be given 
priority by the commission in its construc­
tion programme? 

R What policy of land purchase in the 
Melbourne area the commission is following 
in the period preceding adoption of the 
board's plan? 

9. Whether the commission owns land in 
the Melbourne metropolitan area which is 
outside ·the proposed growth corridors; if so, 
how many acres? 

10. At what gross residential density the 
commission is planning to develop new 
outer metropolitan estates? 

Mr. MEAGHER (Chief Secretary). 
-The answer supplied by the Minis­
ter of Housing is-

1. The commission has purchased vacant 
land in the metropolitan area (including 
Werribee) as set out hereunder-

1958-59 Macleod ·5 acre. Frankston 
(Forest estate) 296 acres. 

1959--60 Essendon 71 acres subsequently 
sold to Education Depart­
ment. 

1960-61 Werribee 800 acres. 
1961--62 Newport 8 acres. 
1962--63 Macleod 10 acres. Frankston 

184·5 acres. 
1963--64 Macleod 2·5 acres, Werribee 25 

acres, Laverton 208·5 acres. 
1964-65 Sunshine 309 acres. 
1965-66 Macleod ·75 acre. 
1966--67 Nil. 

1967-68 Nil. 
1968--69 Nil. 
1969-70 Dandenong 37·5 acres. 
1971-72 Paisley 138 acres. Hampton 

Park 56 acres. 

In addition, some 550 acres of land partly 
servicing the metropolitan area were pur­
chased at Narre Warren during the year 
1970-71. 

2. The 'commission's major holdings of 
broadacres in the metropolitan area at the 
end of the financial year 1971-72 were at-

Broadmeadows. 
Werribee. 
Sunshine. 
Macleod. 
Paisley. 
Hampton Park, Dandenong. 
Narre . Warren. 

3. At 30th June, 1972, the commission 
owned 5,696 acres of vacant land in country 
areas. Major holdings are located at-

Geelong, Werribee, Ballarat, Wodonga, 
Shepparton, Churchill, Moe, Traralgon, 
Morwell, Sale, Bendigo, Echuca, Hamilton, 
Hastings, Horsham, Mornington. 

4. The commission in determining 'the 
location of units to be built in country areas 
has regard to the demand known to the 
commission. 

5. Forty-five per cent of the commission's 
development takes place in country areas 
with special consideration being given to 
nominated decentralized industries. 

6. It is estimated on the basis of the 
present rate of house construction that 
4,500 acres should be purchased in the next 
fifteen years. 

7. The commission has conferred with the 
Melbourne and Metropolitan Board of 
Works on the availability of land for com­
mission use in the corridors. 

8. The commission, as in the past, has a 
forward land buying policy to ensure that 
adequate provision is made for the com­
mission's future needs. 

9. The commission does not own any land 
in the metropolitan area outside the growth 
areas. 

10. The residential density proposed for 
new outer metropolitan estates is mainly 
the normal villa densities with some con­
sideration given to some medium density 
housing where appropriate. 
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SLUM CLEARANCE AND 
REDEVELOPMENT. 

(Question No. 229) 

Mr. HOLDING (Leader of the 
Opposition) asked the Chief Sec­
retary, for the Minister of Housing-

1. How many areas of Melbourne, of half 
an acre or more, the Housing Commission 
is currently investig:ating with a view to 
slum clearance or redevelopment, indicating 
in what local government areas these are 
located and what is the acreage involved in 
each area? 

2. What is the commission's projected 
expenditure for the neXit five years on-( a) 
compulsory acquisition for demolition; and 
(b) redevelopment of compulsorily acquired 
areas?: . 

Mr. MEAGHER (Chief Secretary). 
-The Minister of Housing has sup­
plied the following answer:.:...-

'. l. 

1. The only area currently being investi-' 
gated with a view to slum clearance or 
redevelopment is an area of 6 acres known 
as Church Street area, Richmo~d. 

2. (a) The projected 'expendHure on 
compulsory acquisition for demolition is 
$7,000,000 over the next two and a half 
years which. will provide for acquisition 
of all current slum reclamation projects. 

(b) Redevelopment of compulsorily ac­
quired areas is· estimated at $22,000,000. 

PuRCHASE OF HOUSES AND FLATS: 
INNER CITY AREAS. 

(Question No. 230) 

Mr. HOLDING (Leader of the 
Opposition) asked the Chief Sec­
retary, for the Minister of Housing-

1. What is the Housing Commission's 
policy with regard to the purchase, by 
private treaty, of houses and flats as a 
means of increasing the range of accom­
modation which the commission can offer­
(a) relocates from slum clearance areas; 
and (b) households on its waiting lists? 

2. What costs and benefits the commis­
sion takes into account when it is drawing 
up plans for the development of inner city 
areas? 

Mr. MEAGHER (Chief Secretary). 
-The answer supplied by the Mini­
ster of Housing is-

1. The commission's present stock of 
houses provide a comprehensive range of 
accommodation ~xcept that it has been 

necessary to purchase some I-bedroom 
accommodation for the needs of elderly 
persons in some special locations. 

2. The commission takes into account all 
known costs and benefits that can be 
quantified when planning fur the develop­
ment of inner city areas. 

ATHERTON STREET, FITZROY, ESTATE. 

(Question No. 231) 

Mr. HOLDING (Leader of the 
Opposition) asked the Chief Sec­
retary, for the Minister of Housing~ 

What was the average cost per flat, 
-including land, construction and. all other 
costs, of units in the Atherton Street, 
Fitzroy, housing estate? 

Mr. MEAGHER (Chief Secretary)~ 
-The ·Minister of Housing has sup­
plied the following answer:-

·2-bedroom .3-bedroom 
units units 

$ 

Land and development 1,109 
Building costs 11,266 

Total cost per flat in 
block 4 .. .. 12,375 

$' 

1,220 
13,510 

i4,730 

LAND, CONSTRUCTION, MAINTENANCE 

AND REPAIR COSTS. 

(Question No. 232) 

Mr. HOLDING (Leader of the 
Opposition) asked the Chief Secre­
tary, for the Minister of Housing-

What is the current estimated-( a) land 
cost; (b) construction cost; and (c) main­
tenance and repair costs per annum, of-(i) 
a 3-bedroom high-rise unit on compulsorily 
acquired land; (ii) a 3-bedroom two storey 
• piggyback maisonette' unit on compulsorily 
acquired land; (iii) a 3-bedroom brick ven­
eer home at Broadmeadows rented to its 
occupants; (iv) a lone person unit in a 
high-rise block on compulsorily acquired 
land; and (v) a lone person unit in a single 
storey complex on land purchased in the 
middle suburbs? . 
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Mr. MEAGHER (Chief Secretary).-The answer supplied by the Minis­
ter of Housing is-

(a) Land cost (b) Construction (c) Maintenance cost 

$ 

(1) 2-bedroom high-rise unit on 1,220 
compulsorily acquired land 

·(2) 3-bedroom, 2-story "piggy- 1 ,534 
back maisonette" on compul-
sorily acquired land. 

(3) 3-bedroom brick veneer home 2,250 
at Broadmeadows rented to its 
occupant. 

(4) Lone person unit in a high rise 695 
block on compulsorily acquired 
land 

cost 

$ $ 

13,510 60 
+ $30 for lift maintenance, 
electricity consumption, fire 
service and public liability 
risk insurance. 

11,020 95 

9,320 95 

5,992 35 
+ $16 for lift maintenance, 

electricity consumption, fire 
service and public liability 
risk insurance. 

5,400 35 (5) Lone-person unit on a single 884 
story complex on land (development only 
purchased in middle suburbs as land was 

donated) 

-None of such units have been constructed for some time as the latest was Noone Street. Clifton HiD. in 1969. 

BROOKS CRESCENT, NORTH FITZROY, 
RECLAMATION AREA. 

(Question No'. 233) 

Mr. HOLDING, (Leader of the 
Opposition) asked the Chief Secre­
tary, for the Minister of Housing-

1. What is the total amount which the 
Housing Commission has outlaid to date for 
purchase of homes in the Brooks Crescent 
area, North Fitzroy, what is the cost of 
the interest on the money outlaid and at 
what rate is an interest cost being imputed? 

2. Whether the Minister has seen a report 
by the Fitzroy Residents' Association which 
claims that a survey conducted by the Royal 
Australian lnstitute of Architects found, that 
the area was one of sound housing and 
could be brought up to a satisfactory 
standard by the expenditure of $540,000 
on repairs and limited redevelopment? 

Mr. MEAGHER (Chief Secretary). 
-The Minister of Housing has sup­
plied the following answer:-

1. The total amount outlaid to date for 
purchase of homes in the Brooks Crescent 
area, North Fitzroy, is $754,680.00. There 
is no interest cost charged to the com­
mission. 

2. Yes. 

MELBOURN,E AND METROPOLITAN 
TRAMWAYS BOARD. 

TRAM TRACKS IN ST. GEORGES ROAD, 

NORTH COTE. 

(Question No. 225) 

Mr. WILKES (Northcote) 'asked the 
Minister of Transport-

Whether it is the intention of the Mel­
,bourne and Metropolitan Tramways Board 
to re-Iocate the tram tracks in St. Georges 
Road, Northcote; if so, where, how and when 
they will be relocated and at what cost? 

Mr. WILCOX (Minister of Trans­
port) .-The answer is-

The Tramways Board desires to relocate 
the tram tracks in St. Georges Road, North­
cote, and is discussing with the Melbourne 
and Metropolitan Board of Works the feasi­
bility of relocating some 'existing water 
mains to provide space for a tramway within 
the Melbourne and Metropolitan Board of 
Works pipeline reserve in the centre of the 
road. 

Until investigations are completed it is 
not possible to determine a programme for 
the work or the cost. 
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PRESTON AND NORTHCOTE 
COMMUNITY HOSPITAL. 

CAPITAL WORKS. 

(Question No. 226) 
Mr. WILKES (Northcote) asked the 

Minister of Health-
1. What amounts of money will be made 

available for' capital works at the Preston 
and Northcote Community Hospital this 
financial year and when? 

2. What are the approved works for which 
additional amounts will be made available? 

Mr. ROSSITER (Minister of 
Health) .-The answer is-

1. The amount of $150,000 has been 
allocated from Government funds for capital 
works at the Preston and Northcote Com­
munity ,Hospital during the financial year 
1972-73. 

Works in progress involve increasing the 
capacity of air-conditioning plant and .im­
proving casualty and kitchen areas-at a 
cost of $58,400'-

Works for which tenders are being invited 
include an intensive care nursery and a 
child-minding centre. 

2. Plans for extension of' residential ac­
commodation for additional resident medical 
officers are now being considered. 

In addition, ,the Hospitals and Charities 
Commission is currently discussing with the 
hospital fl,lrther developmental plans which 
will be followed by a substantial increase 
in beds and expanSIon of supporting depart­
ments and services. 

Progress in these respects will be related 
to the rate of completion of detailed plan­
ning and the programme of staged construc­
tion geared to the capital funds available 
at the time. 

QUESTIONS WITHOUT NOTICE. 

FUNDS ALLOCATED TO 
HOSPITALS~ 

Mr. WILKES (Northcote).-Can 
the Treasurer inform the House 
whether the amounts to be paid to 
.the Alfred Hospital for' extensions 
and to the Royal Melbourne Hospital 
for the establishment of a renal unit, 
as outlined in the Budget speech, are 
the same as those outlined by the 
former Treasurer after additional 
funds were made available from Can­
berra approximately twelve months 
ago? 

Mr. HAMER (Premier and Treas­
urer) .-An answer to that question 
would require a check of the figures, 

and 1 ask the Deputy Leader of the 
Opposition to put his question on the 
Notice Paper. 

COUNTRY DENTAL CLINICS. 
Mr. SHILTON (Midlands).-Fol­

lowing the announcement by the Min­
ister of Health in the country 
edition of the Age today that dental 
clinics are to be established in two 
country areas, will the Minister give 
an undertaking, in accordance with 
an agreement he made with me some 
six months ago, that one of these 
centres shall be at Bendigo? 

Mr. ROSSITER (Minister of 
Health) .-1 am not in a position to 
give such an undertaking this after­
noon, but: ~ hope I shall be able to 
make a further announcement next 
week. 

. LEAD .. FREE ,PETROL. 
Mr. WILTON (Broadineadows).­

Has the Minister for Conservation 
had his attention drawn to an artide 
in today's Sun News~Pictorial stating 
that the University' of Tasmania has 
produced a lead-free standard petrol,' 
~nd will the, honorable ge'ntlernan ,ar­
range to have the claim .investigated 
to ascertain whether Victorian 'stan-
dards can be improved? '," , " 

Mr. BORTHWICK (Minister,' for 
Conservation) .-The article has not 
been drawn to my attention, nor have 
I read it. I will do so and will refer 
the matter to the Environment Pro­
tection Authority for a report. 

USTASHI. 
Mr. HOLDING (Leader of the 

Opposition) .-Is it the view of the 
Chief Secretary that since the matter 
was last r:aised in this Hquse--

The SPEAKER (Sir Vernon 
Christie).-Order! 1 think the ques­
tion is asking for an opinion. 

Mr. HOLDING.-No, Sir, it is not. 
Perhaps if you listen to the question, 
you might then consider it. In 1964 
a request was made in this House in­
viting' the Chief Secretary to carry 
out an investigation into the activities 
of. an organization known as the 
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Croatian Liberation Movement and 
members of the Ustashi, and an in­
quiry took place. Is it the view of 
the Chief Secretary since that inquiry 
and since a number of arrests have 
been made (a) that there is no or­
ganization known as the Ustashi in 
Victoria, and (b) that members of 
this organization have not been in­
volved in serious breaches of the law 
of this State? 

Mr. MEAGHER (Chief Secretary). 
-I have no view about whether such 
an organization exists at the moment. 
I have asked for a copy of the report 
referred to by the Leader of the Op­
position so that I may study it. All 
I know about the situation at the 
moment is that the police have been 
directed to make every effort to 
uncover violence and terrorism of 
any type and that already four ar­
rests have been made in Victoria for 
possession of this sort of equipment. 

Mr. HOLDING (Leader of the 
Opposition) .-Further to my last 
question, is it not a fact that one of 
the arrests followed information given 
by a Croatian named Marjan Jurjevic 
and that as a result of that informa­
tion being made available to the Vic­
torian police, people were arrested 
for being in possession of explosive 
substances? ' . 

Mr. MEAGHER (Chief Secretary). 
-I am aware that arrests were made 
but I am not familiar with the events 
leading up to ,the arrests. If the 
Leader of the Opposition would like 
details, I shall obtain them for him. 

SUBURBAN TRAIN 
CANCELLATIONS. 

Mr. JONA (Hawthorn).-Further 
to an answer given by the Minister 
of Transport last week concerning 
the cancellation of peak-hour sub­
urban trains, can the honorable 
gentleman indicate whet~er there ~as 
been an improvement In the SItu­
ation during the past week? 

Mr. WILCOX (Minister of Trans­
port) .-This has been a continuing 
problem for much longer than it 
should have been. About two weeks 

ago there was a spectacular improve­
ment after I called a meeting of the 
unions. The situation deteriorated a 
little towards the end of last week, 
but today I received information from 
the Chairman of the Railways Com­
miSSioners, Mr. Brown, that he is 
pleased that the position is now cor­
rected and that, for a variety of 
reasons which I need not go into 
now, the railways are hopeful that 
the good position will continue. There 
were no cancellations of suburban 
trains during peak periods yesterday 
and this morning, and the chairman 
assured me that this is likely to con­
tinue. In addition, extra trains will 
be running to the Royal Show start­
ing on Thursday and he assures me 
that ample guards, and more par­
ticularly . drivers, will be available to 
cover the situation. 

USTASHA. 
Mr. HOLDING (Leader of the 

Opposition) .-1 direct a question to 
the Premier and Treasurer because 
of his administration as Chief Sec­
retary during the' period referred to 
in my question directed to the Chief 
Secretary earlier today. The Chief 
Secretary has not yet had an oppor­
tunity of acquainting himself with 
the report that I referred to. In view 
of the fact that the previous remarks 
were made when the Premier was 
Chief Secretary, does the Premier 
and Treasurer state that it is his view 
(a) that there is no organization 

known as the U stasha operating in 
Victoria, and (b) that certain--

The SPEAKER (Sir Vernon 
Christie ).-Order! It is asking for 
an opinion. 

Mr. HOLDING.-I shall rephrase 
the question. Does the Premier state 
that when he was Chief Secretary, 
in which period a number of persons 
were arrested and charged with being 
in possession of explosive substances, 
informa tion was given to his de­
partment by Mr. Marjan Jurjevic 
and allegations were made that per­
sons in possession' of explosive sub­
stances were members of an organ­
ization known as the Ustasha and/or 
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the Croatian Liberation Movement? 
Is it a fact that, on the basis of those 
arrests, there is evidence that in this 
State there exists an organization 
known as the Croatian Liberation 
Movement and the Ustasha? 

The SPEAKER (Sir Vernon 
.Christie).-That is very long for a 
question without notice. 

Mr. HAMER (Premier and Treas­
urer) .-1 will attempt to be brief, 
Mr. Speaker. It is a fa·ct that four 
men were arrested and charged with 
possession of explosives as a result 
of information given by Mr. Jurjevic 
which in turn, according to him, had 
come from a member of the Croatian 
group in this community. So far as 
I am aware, the only information that 
the police have is that there are 
Croatian liberation groups, or people 
interested in the freedom of Croatia, 
in this community. Whether they 
. belong to anything called the U stasha 
has not been established, so far as 
I am aware; nor, indeed, has it 
been established what Ustasha really 
stands for. However, there is no 
question that there are some extre­
mists in the community who seek 
Croatian liberation, as they put it, ·and 
who are prepared to use violence to 
demonstrate their views. 

Mr. HOLDING (Leader of the 
Opposition) .~In . view of the Pre­
niier's answer, I ask whether the hon­
orable gentleman will be so kind as 
to transmit· his reply to the Federal 
Attorney-General, who has publicly 
alleged that Mr. Jurjevic has made 
allegations which were not proved; 
and in view of the fact that this Vic­
torian citizen ha~ given ·evidence. to 
the Victoria Police which has led to 
the arrest of a number of citizens--

The SPEAKER (Sir Vernon 
Christie).-The question should be 
asked and no speeches made. 

Mr. HOLDING.-I ask that the 
same standards should apply to Mini­
sters when they give answers, Sir. 

The SPEAKER.-The question 
should be asked. 

Mr. HOLDING.-In view of the 
Premier's answer, win the honorable 
gentleman publicly correct the state­
ments of the Federal Attorney-Gen­
eral that Mr. Jurj-evic has never given 
any evidence which has led to the 
arrest of any person and indicate to 
the Federal Attorney-General that 
Mr. Jurjevic's actions have led to the 
arrest of certain persons charged with 
very serious breaches of the Victorian 
law? 

Mr. HAMER (Premier and Treas­
urer) .-1 am not aware of any state­
ment of that sort by the Federal 
Attorney-General, but 1 point out 
that there is a full interchange of 
information between the Victoria 
Police, other State police forces and 
the Commonwealth police. 

ESCAPE FROM PENTRIDGE GAOL 
Mr. MU'ITON (Coburg).-Can the 

Minister for Social Welfare advise the 
House of the results of inquiries 
which have been made into the recent 
escape of a prisoner from Pentridge 
Gaol and of the methods which are 
being adopted to prevent a repetition? 

Mr. I. W. SMITH (Minister for 
Social Welfare) .-It is a matter of 
great concern that people can escape 
from Pentridge, and it is hoped that 
there will be no recurrence. Recently 
a new security officer has been ap­
pointed, and his task will be to 
tighten security at Pentridge in an 
effort to overcome any laxity in 
security which may exist at present. 

ESSENDON AIRPORT. 
Mr. ROSS-EDWARDS (Leader of 

the Country Party) .-1 address my 
question to the Premier. Will the Vic­
torian Government give its support to 
a campaign mounted by the Victorian 
Municipal Airport Operators to retain 
Essendon as an airport in Melbourne? 

Mr. HAMER (Premier and Trea­
urer) .. -1 mU$t say that the Ie cam­
paign ", as it is termed by the Leader 
of the Country_ Party, has not so far 
reached me, or, so far as I am aware, 
any member of the Government. I am 
not aware on what ground it is based, 
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or why this campaign should be 
mounted. However, if the honorable 
member submits details to me, I shall 
certainly see that they are considered. 

NEW TRAMS. 
Mr. HAYES (Scoresby).-Can the 

Minister of Transport inform the 
House over what period it is expected 
tha t the 100 new trams will be placed 
into service? 

Mr. WILCOX (Minister of Trans­
port) .-This matter will depend on 
the Melbourne and Metropolitan 
Tramways Board accepting tenders 
which it is now calling. The rate at 
which delivery can be effected will 
be an important aspect of the tenders, 
as will tl:te availability of finance. 
Deliveries will probably be made 
over a period of about two years. I 
am trying to inform the honorable 
member how I see the position be­
cause finally this' will be worked qut 
as a result of the tenders which are 
being called and which are coming 
from throughout the world. 

NURSES (GENERAL NURSES) 
REGULATIONS 1972. 

Mr. JONES (Melbourne).-Can the 
Minister of Health inform the House 
why the Nurses (General Nurses) 
Regulations 1972, which were 
promised some time ago, have not 
been gazetted; can he account for the 
delay; and can he inform the House 
when· these regulations are likely to 
be gazetted? 

Mr. ROSSITER (Minister of 
Health) .-The answer to the first 
section of the honorable member's 
three-pronged question is that the 
regulations have not been gazetted 
because the Government is not yet in 
a position to put them through Treas­
ury. 1 hope that within the next short 
period of time the whole matter will 
be cleared up, that the regulations 
will be gazetted and that the nurses' 
new curriculum can be financed and 
implemented after examination by 
the Treasury. 

INQUIRY INTO CHILD CRUELTY. 
Mr. WILKES (Northcote).-Can 

the Chief Secretary inform the House 
why Dr. Dora Bialestock was not con­
sidered for the inquiry into cruelty 
to children despite the fact that she 
was responsible for recommending to 
the Government, by means of an ex­
cellent report, what action should be 
taken some two or three years ago? 

Mr. MEAGHER Chief Secretary).­
The Cabinet decision to set up this in­
quiry also placed the responsibility 
for the inquiry in the hands of the 
Minister of Health. 

REGISTRATION OF OATS 
PRODUCERS. ' 

, Mr. STEPHEN (Ballaarat South).­
Will the Minister for Conservation, 
who represents the Minister of Agri­
culture in this House, ask the Min1ster 
of Agriculture" to request the 'Oats 
Marketing Board to extend until 30th 
September the time available for' the 
registration of persons as' "producers 
of oats?' 

Mr. BORTHWICK (Minister· for 
Conservation) .-1 believe this ques­
tion arises from the fact that approx­
imately 2,000 oats growers failed to 
register within the prescribed period. 
It would appear to me to be a most 
unfortunate situation if a poll were 
to be taken in these circumstances. 
The Minister of Agriculture has dis­
cussed the matter with me and has in­
formed me that he is now giving 
urgent consideration to it. . 

INQUIRY INTO CHILD CRUELTY. 
Mr. WILKES (Northcote).-I ask 

the Minister of Health: Why is it that 
Dr. Dora Bialestock has been over­
looked in the inquiry into cruelty to 
children in spite of the fact that she 
was responsible for conducting the 
previous inquiry? 

Mr. ROSSITER (Minister of 
Health) .-The person concerned has 
not been overlooked. The decision 
was made yesterday. An announce­
ment was made that a consultant 
pediatrician and a research sociolo­
gist would be the people concerned 
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in this inquiry. It may well be that 
Dr. Dora Bialestock comes within 
both of these categories. At present 
the matter is being examined with a 
view to finding the proper person. 

HOUSING COMMISSION. 
Mr. E. W. LEWIS (Dundas).-I 

direct a question to the Treasurer. 
Why was it stated in the Governor's 
Speech that housing for country in­
dustries and in country towns would 
be given first priority when no extra 
allocation has been provided to the 
Housing Commission? This being so, 
how is it proposed to finance housing 
to help decentralized industry? 

Mr. HAMER (Premier and Trea­
surer) .-What w·as intended to be 
conveyed was that in allocating funds 
available to it the Housing Commis­
sion would give priority to the re­
quirements and needs of housing in 
country centres. 

Mr. E. W. LEWIS.-No extra 
money? 

Mr. HAMER.-No extra money, but 
the commission would make its allo­
cations in a different order; in other 
words, it would organize the priori­
ties. 

SCHOOL COMPOSITE FEES. 
Mr. BIRRELL (Geelong).-With 

the demise of' composite fees as 
announced last week, will the Minis­
ter of Education circularize head 
teachers indicating to them the pre­
cise bounds of those items which are 
now going to be done away with? 
The reason I ask the question is that 
apparently in my city booksellers and 
suppliers of material have forwarded 
their lists to the principals and the 
principals wish to finalize the lists 
and do not know where they stand. 

Mr. THOMPSON (Minister of Edu­
cation) .-It is intended to circularize 
all school principals giving details of 
the. new system. Any telephone calls 
they care to make to solve the pro­
blem mentioned by the honorable 
member should be directed to the 
Assistant Director-General, Mr. 
Moore. 

Mr. HOLDING (Leader of the 
Opposition) .-In view of the Govern­
ment's decision to abolish composite 
fees, is it the intention of the Minister 
of Education to extend that principle 
to cover the abolition of composite 
fees in secondary and primary 
teachers' colleges? If so, does the 
Government intend to reimburse the 
money that students have paid in 
composite fees this year in view of 
the fact--

The SPEAKER (Sir Vernon 
Christie).-Order! The question is 
rather long. 

Mr. HOLDING.-There are three 
parts to the question, Mr. Speaker, if 
you would let me finish--

The SPEAKER.-Order! I remind 
the Leader of the Opposition that it is 
possible for him to ask three ques­
tions but it is far better at question 
time not to ask three questions at 
once. 

Mr. HOLDING.-With great res­
pect, Sir, it would be a little better 
if I could finish my question, which is 
in three parts. 

The SPEAKER.--{)rder! The Leader 
of the Opposition knows that at ques­
tion time oral questions ought to be 
short. They should not be read. I 
repeat, they should not be read, and 
they should be short. It is far better 
at question time if the question is 
short and the answer is short. 

Mr. HOLDING.-I agree about the 
answer. I shall put the question in two 
parts, if I may. In view of the Gov­
ernment's decision to abolish com­
posite fees, (1) will that decision 
extend to the abolition of composite 
fees in primary and secondary 
teacher's colleges; and (2), in view 
of the f.act that some students in 
these colleges were threatened with 
suspension unless they paid these 
fees, will these students have their 
fees reimbursed? 

Mr. THOMPSON (Minister of Edu­
cation) .-It is not intended that the 
lifting of school composite fees 
should apply to students in teachers' 
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colleges. We are anxious to help the 
parents of children who have found 
payment of the fees a burden, but 
student teachers are paid an allow­
ance in Victoria which is higher, so. 
far as I can ascertain, than that paid 
anywhere else in the world, and the 
relatively small fee payable by 
teachers' college students is not re­
garded as a burden. 

HOUSING COMMISSION. 
Mr. EDMUNDS (Moonee Ponds).­

Has the Premier noted reports that 
the Government intends to reorganize 
the "Housing Department? " If ~hese 
reports are correct, will the honorable 
gentleman explain where and what 
is the "Housing Department" which 
is to be r~organized? 

Mr. H~ER (Preri1ie~ and Treas­
urer).-I have not seen the reports to 
which the honorable member for 
Moonee Ponds °is' referring. What 
I said last night was that forO the 
first time, there would be a Mini­
stry of Housing-there is no Mini­
stry now-and that the Housing Com­
mission would be providing, within 
itself, a department to delll with cer­
tain specific needs of specific groups 
of people, and I gave details. 

MEAT INSPECTION. 
Mr. B. J. EVANS (Gippsland East). 

-Has the Minister of Health received 
submissions from the Institute of 
Health Surveyors on proposals by the 
Parliamentary Meat Industry Com­
mittee to transfer the responsibility 
for meat inspection to the Depart­
ment of Agriculture? If so, has that 
submission met with a Government 
decision to act on this recommenda­
tion? 

Mr. ROSSITER (Minister of 
Health) .-1 have 0 received submis­
sions from that body, but 1 cannot 
understand the purport of the second 
part of the question, whether it was 
Government policy that would be af­
fected or the policy of the Institute 
of Health Surveyors. 

EMERGENCY WELFARE 
PAYMENTS. 

Mr. AMOS (Morwell).-In view of 
the delay in the payment of social 
service unemployment benefits after 
application is made, will the Minister 
for Social Welfare ensure that pro­
vision is made for heavy demands 
on State emergency welfare funds 
in the Latrobe Valley in the light of 

o the fact that 1,000 men were dis­
missed from a Yallourn works 
project two weeks ago? 

Mr. I. W. SMITH (Minister for 
Social Welfare) .-1 suspect that the 
reason for the dismissal of the 1,000 
men from the Yallourn project was 
primarily of their own making. It is 
difficult for my .Department to be 
sympathetic under these conditions. 
However, the' Commonwealth De­
partment of. Socia] Services °might be 
involved in making unemployment 
payments to these mOen. 01 do 'not 
know; I -should not like to express 
an opinion on that. 

There are two forms of emergency 
grants.' One comeS from the Com­
monwealth department and would 
take effect for those who ultimately 
become eligible for permanent Com­
monwealth benefits. The other 
source of assistance is through the 
State Social Welfare Department. It 
applies in needy cases where there 
is a likelihood of a breakdown of a 
family, and 0 therefore of the children 
coming into care. If there are in­
dividual circumstances where the 
family is likely to break down and 
the children come into care, the de­
partmental office in the Latrobe Val­
ley would give urgent attention to 
those cases. I am not aware of any 
delay in the processing of cases by 
my department. 0 

If there are voluntary organiza­
tions in the Latrobe Valley whose re­
sources are being strained beyond 
their normal expectations and they 
apply to the department, on the same 
basis as other voluntary organiza­
tions apply, for emergency assistance, 
they will be given favourable con .. 
sideration. 
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MEAT INSPECTION. 
Mr. B. J. EVANS (Gippsland East). 

-In view of the answer by the Mirii­
ster of Health to my previous ques­
tion, that he has received a submis­
sion from the Institute of Health 
Surveyors, will the honorable gen­
tleman indicate whether the Govern­
ment still proposes to transfer the 
responsibility for meat inspection to 
the Department of Agriculture,' as 
indicated in the Governor's Speech? 

Mr. ROSSITER (Minister of 
Health) .-The answer is, "No." 

SUPERANNUATION PORTABILITY. 
Mr. FORDHAM (Footscray).­

Can the Premier and Treasurer briefly 
indicate what progress has been 
made in implementing the scheme to 
ensure portability of superannuation 
benefits announced so loudly and well 
by his predecessor? 

Mr. HAMER (Premier and Treas­
urer).-I believe I answere4 a similar 
question from a, member of the Op­
position onJy last week. The present 
position 'is that draft legislation has 
been prepared. It has been widely 
circulated and a number of com­
ments, including a number of objec­
tions, have, been received. These 
comments are being considered. It 
is clear that a scheme such as this 
presents considerable difficulties. As, 
I commented last week in the House, 
these difficulties ,are particularly 
apparent in cases where an employer 
has an operation which extends over 
more than one State and where there 
is an interchange of people serving 
part of their time with a company 
or firm or organization in one State 
and another part of it in another 
State. For all of these reasons the 
scheme is still subject to a great 
deal of examination. 

CONCRETE RAILWAY 
SLEEPERS. 

Mr. W. J. LEWIS (Portland).­
Is it a fact that the Victorian Rail­
ways are examining the possibility 
of using concrete sleepers; if so, what 
arrangements have been made to 

employ the men cutting sleepers in 
the country areas who will be put 
out of work? 

Mr. WILCOX (Minister of Trans­
port).-If the Railways Commis­
sioners are considering this matter 
they have not discussed it with me, 
but I have no doubt that it would 
have been considered at some stage 
in the past because this would be 
in the minds of the people concerned 
with the operation of the railways. 
I certainly do not think they have 
been applying their minds to it as 
being likely in the immediate future. 
If it was considered and the sleeper 
cutters lost their jobs, I suppose 
someone would have to help to make 
the concrete sleepers and maybe 
they would have those jobs. 

SCHOOL COMPOSITE ,FEES. 
Mr. GINIFER (Deer Park).­

Will the Minister of Health inform 
the House whether the provision 
made in the Budget for the deletion 
of composite fees will be extended 
to students at the Melbourne Kinder­
garten Teachers College, especially 
those who are not in receipt of bur-
saries? ' 
,Mr. ROSSITER (Minister of 
Health).-This is not a matter for 
the Department of Health admini­
stration. 

Mr. GINIFER (Deer Park).­
Can I redirect that question to the 
Minister of Education? 

The SPEAKER (Sir. Vernon 
Christie).-If he be responsible. 

Mr. THOMPSON (Minister of 
Education).-The answer is, "No ". 
The Melbourne Kindergarten Teachers 
College is basically a private organi­
zation and the fees it charges is a 
matter for its own administration. 

CONSERVATION COUNCIL OF 
VICTORIA. 

Mr. WILTON (Broadmeadows).­
Has the Premier, and Treasurer had 
an opportunity of examining the 
proposal I submitted to him on the 
motion for the adjournment of the 
House on 5th September when I 
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requested that funds be made avail­
able to the Conservation Council of 
Victoria to enable it to edit a report 
which it had submitted to the Wes­
tern Port Regional Planning 
Authority so that the report can be 
published in book form for the 
general public? 

l\Ir. HAMER (Premier and Treas­
urer).-I am having the matter 
examined. 1 am not able to inform 
the honorable member what the cost 
would be. This is one of the matters 
to be determined before considering 
whether funds can be provided, but 
I undertake to give an answer next 
week. 

PAPERS. 
The following papers, pursuant to 

the directions of several Acts of Par­
liament, were laid upon the table by 
the Clerk:-
Education Act 1958-Resumption of land 

at Keilor and Northcote-Certificate of 
the Minister of Education (two papers). 

National Museum of Victoria Council­
Report for the year 1971-72. 

Public Service Act 1958-Public Service 
(Public Service Board) Regulations-Nos. 
286-291 (six papers). 

State Savings Bank of Victoria-Report, 
Statements, Returns, etc., for the year 
1971-72~rdered to be printed. 

Statutory Rules under the following Acts:­
CountrY Roads Act 1958 Nos. 254, 255. 
Labour and Industry Act 1958 No. 251. 
M~rketable Securities Act 1970 No. 252. 
Railways Act 1958 No. 253. 

Town and Country Planning Act 1961-
City of Knox Planning Scheme, 1965, 

Amendment No. 82, 1970. 
City of Mildura Planning Scheme, 

Amendment No.4. 1972. 

SUPERANNUATION BILL. 
Mr. HAMER (Premier and Treas­

urer) presented a message from His 
Excellency the Governor recommend­
ing that an appropriation be made 
from the Consolidated Fund for the 
purposes of a Bill to amend the 
Superannuation Act 1958, the Pen­
sions Supplementation Act 1966 and 
the Police Regulation Act 1958, to 
provide additional powers for the 
Superannuation Board and for other 
purposes. 

A resolution in accordance with the 
recommendation was passed in Com­
mittee and adopted by the House. 

On the motion of Mr. HAMER 
(Premier and Treasurer) , the Bill was 
brought in and read a first time. 

DISTINGUISHED VISITOR. 
Mr. HAMER (Premier' and Treas­

urer) .-By leave, I move-
That a chair be provided on the floor of 

the House for His Excellency Mr. N aka 
Funada, Speaker of the House of Repre­
sentatives, Japan. 
This Parliament is honoured by the 
visit of a Japanese Parliamentary 
delegation of which His Excellency 
is the leader. He has been a member 
of the Japanese Diet for more than 
40 years. From time to time when 
we have had visits from distinguished 
overseas members of Parliament, 
heads of Government and presiding 
officers this course has been taken 
as a mark of respect and in their 
honour. 

The motion was agreed to. 

ATTORNEY -GENERAL AND 
SOLICITOR-GENERAL BILL. 

Sir GEORGE REID (Attorney­
General) .-1 move-

That this Bill be now read a second time. 
Its purpose is to re-enact the Soli­
citor-General Act 1958 with amend­
ments and to nlake provision for the 
performance of certain functions of 
the Attorney-General by another 
Minister. The Bill involves only two 
substantive changes in the law, and 
I will deal with them when com­
menting on the relevant clauses of 
the Bill. 

Clause 1 contains the usual citation 
provision. Clause 2 repeals the exist­
ing legislation in relation to the 
Solicitor-General, and contains a sav­
ing provision in the usual form. 
Clause 3 contains the first of the sub­
stantive changes to which I have 
referred. As honorable members will 
be aware, the effect of section 19 of 
the Acts Interpretation Act 1958 is 
to enable a Minister of the Crown to 
act on beharlf of the Minister speci­
fied in an Act of Parliament, whether 
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the Act refers to "the Minister" or 
to the title of his Ministerial office. 
The section also deems the expres­
sion " law officer" to include a Mini­
ster acting for or on behalf of the 
Attorney-General, as well as the 
Attorney-General. A similar provi­
sion relating to the expression "law 
officer" is contained in section 17 of 
the Acts Interpretation Act. 

However, the Acts Interpretation 
Act 1958 provides no assistance in 
relation to powers and duties of the 
Attorney-General derived solely from 
the common law, such as the grant~ 
ing of a fiat in respect of a relator 
action or the performance of func­
tions in relation to charitable trusts. 
As matters stand, if the- At~orney­
'General is not available there is no 
other Minister empowered to exer­
cise or perform his common law 
powers or duties. 

As honorable members will appre­
ciate, it 'is sometimes necessary in 
circumstances of some urgency for 
the Attorney-General to grant a fiat; 
-it may be that an injunction is being 
urgently sought. Clause ~ of the 
Bill, therefore, enables a Minister 
acting for or on behalf of the 
Attorney-General to exerci~e or per­
form those powers or duties. -

Clauses 4, 5 and 6 re-enact sec­
tions 3, 4 and 5 of the Solicitor­
General Act 1958 with one sub­
stantive amendment, which is con­
tained in paragraph (a) of sub-clause 
(3) of clause 4. Paragraph (a) of 
sub-section (3) of section 3 of the 
1958 Act provides that the Solicitor­
General shall be paid such salary 
and allowances as are determined 
by the Governor in Council. How­
ever, for the past twenty years it 
has been accepted that the salary 
and allowance of the Solicitor­
General should be 'identical with 
those of a puisne judge of the 
Supreme Court. In these circum­
stances it is desirable to make ex­
press provision for the salary and 
allowances of the Solicitor-General 
to be the same as are for the time 
being payable to a puisne judge of 

the Supreme Court, and paragraph 
(a) of sub-clause (3) of clause 4 
of the Bill has that purpose. 

Clause 7 repeals the portion of 
section 19 of the Acts In terpreta tion 
Act 1958 relating to the expression 
"law officer ", to which I have al­
ready referred. Prior to the enact­
ment of the Solicitor-General Act 
1951 there was a need for inter­
pretation provisions in relation to 
"law officer" and the Attorney­
General in sections 16 and 18 of the 
Acts Interpretation Act 1928, which 
correspond with sections 17 and 19 
of the 1958 Act. Up to that time the 
Solicitor-General had been a Min­
ister of the Crown and a law officer. 
In consequence, the general pro­
vision of the old section 18, whjch 
deemed a reference to a Minister by 
the ;title of his office to include a 
Minister acting on his behalf, speci­
fically excluded Ministers who were 
law officers, because the Solicitor­
General was able to act in the 
absence of the Attorney-General. 
The section also deemed a refer­
ence . to the. Attorney-General by 
the tItle of hIS office to -include the 
Solicitor-General. 

When the office of Solicitor­
General ceased to be Ministerial 
verbal amendments of sections Hi 
and 18 of the 1928 Act were made 
by sub-section (2) of section 2 of 
the Solicitor-General Act 1951. How­
ever, apparently it was overlooked 
that the amendment of section 18 
in relation to a law officer dupli­
cated a similar provision in section 
16. Clause 7, therefore, proposes 
the -repeal of the redundant pro­
visions of section 19 of the Acts 
Interpretation Act 1958. 1 commend 
the Bill to the House. 

On the motion of Mr. TURNBULL 
(Brunswick West), the debate was 
adjourned. 

It was ordered that the debate be 
adjourned until Tuesday, September 
26. 
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SUPREME COURT (JUDGES) 
BILL. 

Sir GEORGE REID (Attorney­
General) .-1 move-

That this Bill be now read a second time. 
It is now about five years since the 
Supreme Court Act ~ 958 was 
amended by the Supreme Court 
(Judges) Act 1967 to increase the 
number of judges of the court from 
fifteen to seventeen. As was said 
at that time, the Government has 
always been loath to increase ~h.e 
number of judges beyond the mInI­
mum necessary to ensure the due 
despatch of the court's busln.ess, 
because it has always been anXIOUS 
to see the high standard of the 
court preserved. 

The amending legislation in 1967 
effected an increase from fifteen to 
seventeen in the number of judges, 
and also made provision for the 
appointment, upon certificate of the 
Chief Justice, of a County Court 
judge as an acting judge of the 
Supreme Court for a period not 
exceeding six months. Use has been 
made of that provision on thirteen 
occasions and during 1968 one act­
ing judge was appointed for tpree 
and a half months and two acting 
ludges for four months. During 
1969, an acting judge was appointed 
for one month and two acting 
judges were also 'appointed !or ?ne 
month. In the same year, In VIew 
of the completion of the new County 
Court 'building and the consequen­
tial availability of accommodation 
in the Supreme Court building, 
where the County Court judges had 
formerly been accommoda ted, two 
.additional judges' of the Supreme 
Court were appointed. 

During the next two years the 
Chief Justice found it necessary to 
seek the appointment of an acting 
judge of the Supreme Court only 
in respect of two periods, for two 
'months in 1970 -and, because of the 
.appointment of Mr. Justice Barber 
to the Royal Commission investigat­
:ing the West Gate Bridge disaster, 
'for five months in 1971. However, 
.during 1971 the pressure of business 

of the Supreme Court increased and 
it became necessary to appoint one 
acting judge for one and a half 
months and two acting judges for 
eight and a half months. In addition 
to the heavy civil jury lists of the 
court, the congestion in the div?rce 
lists has increased. RepresentatIons 
have been made by the Law Insti­
tute of Victoria for the appointment 
of additional judges to ease the con­
gestion and the report for 1971 of 
the judges of the Supreme Court, 
tabled in this Parliament, acknow­
ledges that additional appointments 
are desirable, subject to the provi­
.~ion of appropriate accommodation. 

The Chief Justice has conferred 
with the Attomey-Generalas to the 
number of additional judges required 
to expedite the despatch of the busi­
ness of the Supreme Court, and it 
has been decided to increase the 
number of judges to 21. It is inter­
esting to note that in New South 
Wales the number of judges effec­
tively available in the Supreme 
Court is 34, after deducting one 
temporary appointment in anticipa­
tion of an impending retirement and 
one judge assigned on a full-time 
basis to the New South Wales Law 
Reform Commission. In relation to 
the estimated population of New 
South Wales as at 1st April, 1972, 
the number of 34 judges produced 
a ratio of judges to population of 
1 : 137,078. In Victoria, 'in relation 
to the estimated population on the 
same date, the proposed number of 
21 Supreme Court judges will pro­
duce the ratio of 1: 168,947. 

The matter of permanent addi­
tions to Supreme Court accommoda­
tion has been under investigation 
for some time both by the Treasury 
and the State Accommodation Com­
mittee. The judges of the Supreme 
Court submitted a proposal for 
major additions to the east wing of 
the Supreme Court building, but the 
Government sees difficulties and dis­
advantages in implementing the pro­
posal. It is believed the best solu­
tion of the accommodation problem 
is the redevelopment of land adjoi~­
ing the Supreme Court. It IS 
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obvious that the completion of any 
major project will occupy some 
years, and the Government has un­
der consideration -the leasing of 
accommoda tion to enable the 
appointment of additional judges to 
proceed. 

I might say that consideration of 
the proposal for leasing accommo­
dation is at an advanced stage and 
it is hoped to complete preliminary 
.arrangements in the near future. 
The Government is fully conscious 
of the difficulties which arose some 
years ago about leased Supreme 
Court accommodation, and will take 
steps to ensure that similar diffi­
culties will not arise on this occa­
sion. I commend the Bill to the 
House. 

On the motion of Mr. TURNBULL 
(Brunswick Wes,t), the debate was 
adjourned. 

It was ordered that the debate be 
adjourned until Tuesday, September 
26. 

MILDURA IRRIGATION AND 
WATER TRUSTS (AMENDMENT) 

BILL. 
The Order of the Day for the 

second reading of this Bill was read. 
Mr. DUNSTAN (Minister of Water 

Supply) .-1 did not have the oppor­
tunity earlier of welcoming you 
back to the chair, Mr. Deputy 
Speaker. I know that with you act­
ing as Deputy Speaker the House 
will be well controlled, and I wel­
come you back. I move-

That this Bill be now read a second time. 

The purpose of the Bill is to enable 
the MiIdura Urban Water Trust to 
conduct a poll of its ratepayers to 
determine whether its water supply 
should be fluoridated. Provision is 
also included in the Bill for the trust 
to request the Mildura City Council 
and the Mildura Shire Council to 
conduct such a poll on its behalf. 

The amendment was requested by 
the Mildura Urban Water Trust and 
is similar to an amendment to the 
Water Act made last year. 

1 know of no proposal by the 
Mildura Urban Water Trust to con­
duct a poll on fluoridation now or in 
the immediate future. This ·measure 
simply provides the Mildura Urban 
Water Trust, which is covered by 
the Mildura Irrigation and Water 
Trusts Act, with the same authority 
to conduct a poll, if it so desires, as 
was given to some 160 waterworks 
trusts throughout Victoria when 
Parliament passed the Water (Amend­
ment) Bill in the last session. I 
commend the Bill to the House. 

Mr. SHILTON (Midlands).-I 
should like to say, following the 
Minister's oration earlier, Mr. 
Deputy Speaker, that it is a great 
pity that you were unable to receive 
a gold medal! 1 move-

That the debate be now adjourned. 

Mr. DUNSTAN (Minister of Water 
Supply).-I point out that this is a 
machinery measure and that this 
House agreed to 'a simHar amend­
ment to the Water Act. The pro­
visions of the Bill will extend to 
the Mildura Urban Water Trust bene­
fits which are 'already enjoyed by 
other waterworks trusts and which 
have been the subject of similar Bills 
passed by Parliament. In view of 
that, would the Opposition 'and the 
Country P'arty agree to pI:oceed with 
the Bill now instead of the debate 
being adjourned? 

The DEPUTY SPEAKER (Sir Edgar 
Tanner).-I prefer to know what is 
the wish of the House before ruling 
on this·matter. 

Mr. SHILTON (M.idlands) (By 
leave) .-The Opposition desires the 
debate to be adjourned for one week. 

Mr. WHITING (Mildura).-I, too, 
prefer-in fact I 'insist-that the 
debate be adjourned for a week. 
Although the Minister believes that 
this measure is simHar to a previous 
one introduced in this ParHament, it 
is not unknown for odd mistakes to 
occur in prepared legislation. For 
that reason I wish to examine the 
provisions of this Bill. 
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Mr. DUNSTAN (Minister of Water 
Supply) (By leave) .-Since becom­
ing a Minister I have never .failed to 
bow to the wishes of the 'Opposition 
or the Country Party. 

The motion for the adjournment of 
the debate was agreed to. 

It was ordered that the debate be 
adjourned until Tuesday, September 
26. 

SUMMER TIME BILL. 
The· debate (adjourned from Sep­

tember 12) on the motion of Mr. 
Meagher (Chief Secretary), for the 
second reading of this Bill was 
resumed. ' 

Mr. SIMMONDS (Reservoir).-The 
Bill now before the House is last 
year's Daylight Saving Bill under a 
new title. The Daylight Saving Bill 
was debated on 6th' October, 1971. 

The question uppermost in the 
minds of the people whom I represent 
is whether rising a little earlier in 
summer is of benefit or not. I do not 
think our experience of daylight sav­
ing has changed the attitude of most 
people. The Opposition believes that 
most people favour this proposed 
legislation. . 

The honorable member for Lowan 
will indicate the attitude of people 
in his electorate following their ex­
perience of daylight saving. My 
observations ·are that problems 
affecting young children were pre­
dictable as were some other social 
problems that were bound to arise. 
On balance, the judgment of mem­
bers of the' Labor Party is ,that the 
majority, of people benefit, and be­
cause, of that we do not oppose the 
measure. 

Mr.. WHITING (Mildura).-The 
Minister has stated that this is a 
very simple measure, and I remind 
the House that the. s·ame expression 
was used when the Daylight Saving 
Bill w:as debated last year. On the 
contrary, my party believes that this 
is a very important measure to many 
people throughout Victoria. Although 
it is important to' some because it 

affects their recreation, it is impor­
tant to others because it affects their 
~iving. 

'f.he people whom the Country 
Party represents, ,and those who are 
represented by members of other 
parties in country electorates, are 
very much opposed to the permanent 
implementation of this proposed 
legislation. Any number of cases 
have been made out to demonstrate 
that it presents more difficulties than 
it is worth. I am prepared to say 
that, as in the case of the 35-hour 
week,' this State is not yet able to 
afford the luxury 'of daylight saving. 
" Mr. FELL.-What are the objec-
Hons? " 

Mr. WHITING.-They are m·any 
and varied, and I am sure the hono·r­
able member for Greensborough 
would have had plenty of tiine, if he 
read country newspapers anyway, to 
learnO'f them. The major objection 
is the difficulty experienced by 
parents in both the clty and country 
in getting their children to bed early 
enough ,at night when there is still 
a consiq.erable amount of daylight 
remaining. ' 

I do not believe the problem was 
fully tested l'ast year. The summer 
was a comparatively mild, and I 
consider that only under severe 
temperature conditions . will the 
full impact of the extra hour of day-
light be f~lt. . 

Some of the problems are related 
to Commonwealth matters, to tele­
vision programmes on the Australian 
Broadcasting Comm'ission channels 
and, to ,a lesser degree, on com­
mercial stations in country areas. 
This matter affects people who are 
vitally interested in the news of the 
day and who, because of their 
occupation-I refer in particular to 
primary producers-work longer to 
take advantage of every minute of 
daylight. As a result, when the 7 
p.m. news bulletin and other current 
affairs programmes 'are shown, they 
are still carrying out their daily 
work. Unless these programmes 'are 
put back for one hour, these persons 
will, not be able to keep 'abreast of 
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daily news events and current affairs 
which 'are of considerable interest t'O 
them. 

I regret that the Premier is not 
now present in the Chamber. I am 
most disappointed and unhappy that 
the previous Premier indicated that 
last year's legislation was to operate 
only for a trial period, but no efforts 
were made by the Government of 
Victoria during that period to 
measure the effect of the trial. The 
only results O'f the trial -apart from 
personal ,experience were those pub­
lished in the results O'f numerous 
Gallup polls or other public opinion 
polls c-onducted by private individuals 
or newspapers. 

Mr. FELL.-They were 'all in 
'favour of it. 

Mr.· WHITING.-In contrast to 
what the honorable member for 
Greensborough has said I have in my 
possession the results of two polls 
which were conducted--

Mr. _ FELL.-In the bush? 
Mr. WHITING.-Yes, in the bush­

in Albury, for instance. If the honor­
able member wishes to refer to 
Albury or the Goulburn Valley as 
"the bush" that -is -all right with me. 
Referring to a poll conducted in the 
Albury area, the Albury Border 
Morning Mail of 13th March of this 
year, under the heading "Daylight 
saving-you voted No", stated 
cc Only 27 per cent said it should 
stay" .. That indicates that daylight 
saving has not gained universal 
acceptance by -any means; in fact, 
a poll conducted by the Morgan 
organiz-ation and published in the 
Australian Gallup Polls in Decem­
ber, 1971, indicated that although 
a majority of people in Victoria 
favoured daylight saving for a 
four-month period, a very much 
smaller percentage of people in 
other States-particularly Queens­
land and Western Australia-were 
in favour of it. The difference 
was so noticeable that 'it has been 
said that the Gallup poll embraces 
too few people in each State for 
close accuracy -and that the follow­
ing votes for daylight s·aving are 

probably near w.hat a referendum 
would show:-Tasmanian 86 per 
cent, Victoria 78 per cent, South 
Australia 75 per cent, New South 
Wales 69 per cent, Western Australia 
49 per cent 'and Queensland 41 per 
cent. Admittedly, these -are estima­
tions only, but I -agree that the 
Gallup poll does obt'ain the opinion 
of too few people f'Oraccuracy. 

Other members -of -my party and 
I believe that the only legitimate way 
in which -a proper opinion can be 
'Obtained -is by means of a referendum 
which should be held in conjunction 
with the Federal elections, -and I now 
dem-and that the Premier should 
arrange with. the Federal Govern­
ment to conduct such a referendum. 
That does not - seem to be an un­
reasonable request. 

Mr. WILK'ES.-YOU will have to 
convince your colleag1,.les in Queens.,. 
land. . 

Mr. WHITING.-I believe the 
Queensland Government would be 
pleased to have ,a referendum in con­
junction with the elections. It "is the 
only sensible w-ay in which the views 
of all members of the community 
who -are of voting age can be ascer­
tained. 

Another significant point to be 
noted is that 'in public opinion polls 
by far the greatest -m'ajority of 
people who vote for daylight- s-aving 
are those in the sixteen to twenty 
'age group. They are a little aw·ay 
from their more responsible years, 
and they 'appreciate the extra hour 
of daylight for recreati'Onal purposes. 
In the Sun News-Pictorial of 11 th 
November, 1971, 'an article on day­
light saving stated-

Of young people, daylight saving was 
favoured by 77 per cent of those between 
16 and 29 and by 73 per cent of those from 
30 to 49. 

It is obvious that as the age grouping 
is increased the popularity of daylight 
saving is diminished, and I believe 
this is of considerable significance. 
Honorable members of the other two 
political parties who, like myself, 
represent country areas would have 
received correspondence from various 
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organizations within their electorates 
asking that this proposal should be 
not proceeded with, and I should be 
interested to hear their comments 
during the debate. 

An interesting point that arose 
from letters that I received indi­
cated that the Government was 
somewhat at 'a loss to know how 
it would cope with some of the 
problems that were raised. On be­
half of the school committee of the 
Mildura South Primary School I 
wrote to the Minister of Education 
seeking clarification of a reported 
statement by the Premier that he 
would look into the possibility of 
schools commencing 'at 10 a.m. in­
stead of 9 a.m~ When daylight 'Sav­
ing was implem,e,pted. The reply I 
received from the Minister, dated 
22nd August, 1972, read-
, I refer to your representations .on.' behalf 
of the Mildura South Primary School .com­
mittee regarding school hours during the 
daylight saving period. . 
, The dep~rtment has no kno~ledge of any 

suggestion to commence school at a later 
time. 
Obviously there is confusion in the 
minds of two Ministers and it ·would 
appear that this pqint ha'S not been 
clarified. ' .. 

The c·ase for the permanent im­
plementation of daylight saving in 
this State has not been made con­
vincingly. The Australian Gallup poll 
of January, 1971, made an interest­
ing comment under the heading 
"Public wants daylight saving". It 
stated that the figure of 70 per cent 
of people wanting daylight saving 
in Victoria was· the biggest vote for 
daylight saving recorded by the 
Gallup poll since 1942, when 69 per 
cent s·aid they were satisfied with 
it. . The poll report continued-

By 1944, however, support had dwindled 
until opinion was evenly divided. 

In 1945-46 opinion turned against having 
daylight saving, but since then a favourable 
majority has grown fairly steadily until the 
1942 level of 69 per cent has been almost 
regained. 
I predict ithat within three or four 
years the public of Victoria will be 
sick, of daylight saving and will want 
to revert to the present situation. 

Mr. Whiting, 

Mr. WHEELER.-The Government 
will meet their demands. 

Mr. WHITING.-Maybe this Gov­
ernment will, but another Govern­
ment may not. In fairness to ·all 
concerned, the Premier should im­
mediately put in train machinery to 
hold a referendum on daylight sav­
ing in conjunction with the Federal 
elections. The honorable gentleman's 
colleagues in other States, whether 
or not they f.avour daylight saving, 
could not disagree that this would 
be the fairest way in which to obtain 
a true assessment of public opinion 
on this vexed question. 

Mr. BROAD (Swan Hill).-I sup­
port the Deputy Leader of the Coun­
try Party in opposing the· Bill. If 
daylight saving is introduced in .Vic~ 
:toria on a permanent basis I, may 
not again have an opportunity of 
opposing it. Therefore, I now ex~ 
press as strongly as I can my con­
tinuing opposition to daylight saving 
and I shall give my reasons for doing 
so. 

In ;a country such as· Australia, 
with thirteen to fifteen hours of 
summer daylight, there is no need 
for daylight saving. It was different 
when daylight saving wa'S first intro­
duced in England. According to the 
Children's Encyclopaedia, the pur­
pose of Mr. William Willet, who first 
conceived the idea of daylight saving, 
was to pring working hours of the 
day within the compass of daylight 
to avoid the necessity for men work­
ing needlessly in the dark. It was a 
splendid idea for England, 'but in 
this country there are several hours 
of summer' daylight before and after 
each day's work. 

. Daylight saving also' lowers the 
efficiency of practically every farm­
ing operation, particularly harvest 
operations. Farm product'S still make 
up more than 50 per cent of our 
exports and to lower permanently 
the efficiency of this industry during 
the 'most important season of the 
year is a seriouS matter. 
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There must al'so be taken into ac­
count the 'added difficulties of pro­
viding schooling for country chil­
dren under daylight saving condi­
tions, when there will be long, tiring 
trips home from school at the hottest 
time of the day. Moreover, there 
is the impossibility of getting ·chil­
dren to sleep at a reasonable hour 
in full daylight. <;:ertainly ~aylight 
saving is ·a wearIsome perIod for 
country children. This 'added burden 
lowers the efficiency of the average 
farm family unit at a time when there 
is difficulty in maintaining the rural 
population. The clamour to arrest 
the drift of people to the cities is 
becoming louder 'and it is folly. to 
adopt a policy that makes farml~g 
operations less efficient and more dIf­
ficult. 

What does the country gain in ex­
change? Will daylight saving 'add to 
the· health wealth and happiness of 
anyone? i do not .believe .it will. 
Too frequently daybght savmg en­
courages people to stay up longer 'at 
night and to rise tire~ the next ~ay 
unready for a fair day s work, whIch 
in turn lowers the efficiency of city­
based industries. 

With the indebtedness of the State 
standing at over $3,000 million. '~nd 
rising at approximately $130 mIllIon 
each year, almost one-sixth of the 
State's income is required to meet 
interest ·and sinking fund charges. I 
would cheerfully support any meas­
ure that would add to the produc­
tion of this State, increase its effi­
ciency or raise in any way the stan­
dard ~f the health ·and well-being of 
the people. However: lam stro~gly 
convinced that now IS not the tIme 
to introduce a measure designed only 
to increase people's opportunities for 
leisure and pleasure. 

Mr. BURGIN (Polwarth).-I have 
never been ·convinced that daylight 
saving is necessary in Victoria. I 
realize that the majority of people 
favour it, but it is a poor situation 
when a measure that proposes to 
increase the leisure time of those 
people will affect the working time 
of ·a minority in the community. 

Honorable members will know the 
many reasons why country people 
are opposed to daylight saving. 

'Mr. WILToN.---.What are they? 
Mr. BURGIN.-I shall tell the hon­

orable member. 
The SPEAKER (Sir Vernon 

Christie ).-Order! The honorable 
member should address the Chair. 

Mr. BURGIN.-In the shearing 
industry, which operates .at that, 
period of the year, an elght-h0l.!r 
day is worked. Usually there IS 
enough shed room to hold the sheep 
for .the normal period of damp 
w·eather in the morning until dry 
sheep can be handl~d. If sheari~g 
begins an hour earlIer shearers In 
most southern areas must knock off 
for ·about ·an hour at about 10 a.m. or 
11 a.m. w·aiting for the sheep to dry. 

In the wheat industry the farmer 
determines by the sun, not by the 
clock, when the crop is ready for 
stripping. The storage for the even­
ing strip must be increased because 
when work is started one hour later 
than normal it is necessary to work 
an hour longer. Much the same 
situation applies in the dairying in­
dustry. For young mothers with 
young children there is considerable 
hardship,especiallyin country areas 
where the children often travel by 
bus long distances to school. 

Turning from the farming com­
munity, I hope that dayli~ht. saving 
does not cause trade unIonIsts to 
ask for more money under their 
awards so that they may enjoy more 
leisure in the evening. I defy any 
m'an to take out his f.amily in the 
evening and not spend money. This 
is a problem that may have to be 
faced. Or will the wife be left at 
home to look after the children while 
the husband goes out for extra 
recreation? 

As a member representing ·a coun­
try electorate, I have st,ated ·my 
objections to the Bill, but doubtless 
this measure will be passed by the 
House because the majority of the 
people in the State favour dayl,ight 
saving and country people are In a 
m·inority. 
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Mr. WILTON (Broadmeadows).­
In supporting the Bill I shall com­
ment on the case put forward by the 
Deputy Leader of the Country Party 
and the honorable members for Swan 
Hill and Polwarth. The Deputy Leader 
of the Country Party has stated that 
country people will suffer because it 
will not be convenient for them to 
view cer.tain television progr.ammes. 
I submit to the IHouse that is just a 
red herr'ing drawn across the tran 
by the Deputy Leader of the Country 
Party. Farm wo.rk has ~changed 
drama tically over the past 30 to 40 
years. 

,Mr. Ross-EDWARDS.-The honor­
able member would not ,know. 

,Mr. WILTON.---I was reared in 
o.ne of the most productive Wbeat­
gro'wing districts of Victoria and I 
have had a 45-year association with 
that district. 'I can remember the 
day When the wheat farmer worked 
from daylight to dark and the only 
reason he knocked off was that he 
could not see where he was going­
to stop his horse from trampling 
on him he had to sto.p work until 
the next day. That is how tihe in­
dustry worked 1n those days. Today 
when the wheat farmer starts to' 
strip his wheat he continues day 
and night until he is finished. 

He knocks off only when the silos 
are full and he cannot store any more 
wheat. Then he takes his trucks 
tn the railway yards and parks 
there in line for two days waiting 
his turn to deliver his wheat. 
The time he starts and ,finishes 
wheat stripping is controlled by the 
avaBabitity of storage. ~s soon as 
the crop is ready to strip the farmer 
starts his machinery and continues 
day and night. This procedure goes 
on every year and has been going 
on for years. The trouble with the 
Leader of the CQuntry Party is that 
he finds himself in a straight jacket 
with a bowyang periQd PQIicy and he 
does not know 'how to get Qut of It. 
The PQlicy of his party 'is so far 
behind the times that he has to' 

persist with this attitude. Members 
of the Country Party are talking 
rubbish. 

The hQnorable member for ,Swan 
Hill mentioned the wheat industry. 
The hQnQrablemember shQuld knQw 
something about it because he is a 
wheat grower, but II should like him 
to. explain how daylight saving will 
affect him when he is stripping his 
wheat crQP. Will the fact that the 
IQcal shQP will Qpen an hQur earlier 
and close an hour earlier affect the 
hQnQrable member when he is strip­
ping his wheat? HQW will that affect 
the honQrable member when he is 
shearing his sheep? That is What 
other hQnorable members and I 
should like to know. The hQnorable 
,member :for Pol warth 'was ,cQncerned 
with the difficulties confronting 
mQthers getting their 'children to' 
sleep. The honorable member alsO' 
talked about ch'ildren trave'lling 
home from s'chQQI in the hQttest part 
of the day. II shQuld have thought 
that ,children WQuld welcQme the 
oPPQrtunity of getting out of schoQI 
an hour earlier and getting home 'in 
the heat of the day. Anyway, there 
is hardly an area in the State that 
is nQt served with an efficient 
schQQI bus service. 

Mr. WHITING.---,Forty miles? 
Mr. WIILTON.---iI knQw many 

schoQI children who live within 30 
miles Qf the General PQst Office in 
Melbourne who leave home in the 
dark and return hQme 'in the dark 
during the winter mQnths. It hap­
pens in the Kinglake West area and 
il repeatedly brQught this prQblem to 
the nQtice of the IMinister of Educa­
tion when that area was in my 
electQrate. The neputy 'Leader of the 
CQuntry Party ta,lked abQut rural 
people not being able to watch cer­
tain televisiQn programmes. There 
a're thousands of people in the metro­
politan area in a similar situatiQn. 
Sh'iftworkers whO' work mQrning, 
afternoon and night shifts have to' 
readjust their sQoiallife to' fit in with 
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their working conditions. This is a 
way of life and is not an insurmount­
able problem. 

There are any number of people 
living in country towns and 'cities 
who would welcome having an extra 
hour of daylight in the evening. II am 
thinking of shopkeepe,rs and shop 
assistants and people who work on 
farms. Not every person who lives 
in a rural area is a farmer; em­
ployees make up a signifi.'cant section 
of the rural -community. No dou'bt 
the Leader of the Country Party will 
advise honorable mem'bers of the 
figures de-rived from polls and re­
ferenda that have been conducted, 
but 'I suggest to the honorable mem­
ber that if he wants to 'be fair and 
honest he should inform honora'ble 
members 'Of the question that was 
put to the people when they were 
asked to vote" yes" or "no ". Hon­
orable members knO'w that in 
conduct'ing a Gallup po'll or taking a 
census of public opinion~ the result 
depends largely on the way in 
which the question is phrased. 

'I support daylight saving 'be'cause 
it will ena'ble people in this State to 
make intelligent use of the dayl'ight 
hours and II believe it is reasonable 
to make an adjustment at certain 
times of the year so that an extra 
hour of dayl'ig;ht is avai'lable in the 
evening to the ,community, which 
can then use the extra le'isure 'time 
as it wishes. iI 'cannot accept the 
arguments put forward by mem­
bers of the Country Party that 
the proposal -will harm the rural 
industries in this State. II have never 
heard such rubbish as the suggestion 
that people wiU be walking off their 
farms. People did not walk off their 
farms last year be'cause of daylight 
saving. 'I concede that the da'irying 
industry may !have pro'blems because 
of the need to milk cows. In the 
wheat industry and the wool industry, 
r do not agree that an extra hour 'Of 
daylight in the evening is go'ing to 
affect any farmer stripping his crop 
or shearing his sheep. 

The honorable member for Pol­
warth talked about holding space 
for sheep to overcome the problem 
of wet sheep during shearing. That 
is a problem that the wo'Ol industry 
has had to Eve with since its ,incep­
tion. Nobody can guarantee an 
owner that once he starts shearing 
there Will be a continuous supply of 
dry sheep. Th-ere will be p~r~ods 
during shearing When wet condItIons 
will prevail. There is a tremendous 
variation in the periods when shear­
ing is performed and it 'is largely a 
matter _ of individual choyce when a 
farmer Will shear. This period usuaUy 
extends over months. 

The wheat farmer is governed by 
the climatic conditions and must strip 
his wheat when it ripens or whenever 
the other cereal he is growing is ready 
to be harvested. Farmers must strip 
their crops at a particular time of the 
year and they have no choice, ~ut my 
experience has been that WIth the 
mechanization O'f t'h'is 'industry, the 
crop is stripped in a ma tter of 
weeks, Whereas when II was a lad 
gO'ing - to s'chool, because of the 
methods used, it t'Ookmonths. The 
wheat farmer tookanyth'ing up to 
four months from the time he started 
to' strip until he finished his harvest 
but nowadays it is only a matter of 
weeks in the area 1 have been as­
sociat~d with, and he is finished and 
off down to :Portland with h'is cara­
van to his week-end house to spend 
the remainder of the summer months. 

Mr. B. J. EVANS (Gippsl'and 
East) .--!When a Bill similar to this 
measure was being de'bated last year, 
I made the point that one's views on 
daylight saving seemed to be largely 
affected by geograph'ical conside,ra­
tions more than anything else. I 
pointed out that dayHglht saving was 
supported most iin those areas more 
removed from the equator and was 
strenuously opposed by those people 
living in the northern latitudes of 
Australia. The argument II put on 
that o'ccasion has been !borne out 
because it is quite apparent that 
support for daylight saving 'is at ~ts 
highest in Tasman'ia and is at Its 
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lowest in Queensland. it is also fair 
to say that as one travels north in 
Victoria one finds more opposition to 
daylight saving. 

As the bulk of the population of 
Victoria is 'centered in the metro­
politan area, obviously the bulk of 
the support for daylight saving is 
formed there. lIn Bairnsdale, a poll 
was conducted by the ,'local news­
paper which resulted in almost an 
even division of opinion. That was 
only to be expected and did not 
surprise me in the least as il thought 
that would be the result from a 
coastal area where the weatther con­
ditions are cooler during the summer 
months. 'I believe the greatest effect 
is felt by people who !Jive in the 
hotter parts of the State and of tlhe 
Commonwealth. The wishes of th'Ose 
people ought to be given some 
consideration when honorable ·mem­
bers are debating a measure of this 
nature. 

Mr. CURNow.-Hear, hear! 

iMr. B. J. EVANS.-I am interested 
to hear the honorable member for 
Kara Kara endorsing my sentiments. 
r wonder how he wiU vote seeing 
that he has been chaHenging Gov­
ernment supporters on how they are 
going to vote. Climatic conditions 
have a greater influen'ce than any 
other factor on the acceptance or 
rejection of daylight saving, whether 
it be primary industry or any other 
industry that is affected. IFortunately, 
when daylight saving was on trial 
last year the summer was mild. I 
venture to suggest that if Mel­
bourne suffered one of its periodic 
heat waves, when temperatures are 
well up into the nineties - I will 
let honorable members work out for 
themselves the Celsius equivalent -
and when the temperature does not 
faU during the latter part of the day 
and the hot humid conditions con­
tinue throughout the night, the people 
of ,Melbourne would revise their 
opinions on daylight saving because 
this is a deciding factor. 

tit is interesting to note that the 
Border Morning Mail, a newspaper 
circulating in the Albury district, in 
'conjunction with the North Albury 
Apex Club, conducted a daylight 
saving poll amongst its reade·rs. 'Dhe 
housewives living in the area 
returned the largest vote of any 
community group. The urban house­
wife, representnig a typical com­
munity cross-section, voted against 
daylight saving - admittedly only 
by a very smaH margin - as did 
housewives in country areas. Hon­
orable members are overlooking the 
views of a big and 'important section 
of the community, the housewives, 
and these views should be considered 
before ,the statement is made 
that the ordinary person does 
support and agree with the 
introduction of daylight saving. 
In his second-reading speech the 
Minister provides the grounds for 
doubt whether daylight saving is a 
sound and acceptable proposition in 
Victoria. The honorable gentleman 
made these comments-

The Goverment is aware that there are 
individuals and groups of persons in the 
community who will find some disadvantages 
attendant upon the introduction of summer 
time and the views and objections o.f these 
persons are being examined. 

Why were not those views and 
abjections examined and taken into 
account before the 'Bill was intro­
duced, instead of introducing the Bill 
and then seeing what could be done 
about those difficulties? The honor­
able genUeman continued -

The Government believes these can be 
fairly met and a special effort is being made 
to make .adjustments; for example, alteration 
o.f school hours, changes in wheat silo del­
ivery hours, and so .forth. 

I am sure every housewife will 'be 
interested to know the changes pro­
posed in school hours. Are school 
hours to be changed on a general 
basis and will aU children in the 
State start school at 10 a.m., or is it 
proposed that schools in some areas 
will start at 10 a.m. and schools in 
'Other areas at 9 a.m.? Ilf ~he hours 
of starting vary from area to area 
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a housewife living in the vicinity of 
an area boundary may be seriously 
in'convenienced. One of her children 
may attend a school which starts at 
9 a.m. and others may attend a 
school which starts at 10 a.m. Hon­
orable members have a right to 
know what the Government proposes 
t'O do before they approve of this 
Bi'll. 

The provisions of the Bill will 
have a vital effect on some parts of 
the State but honorable members 
have been given a nebulous state­
ment by the Chief Secretary that 
the Government will give consider­
ation to the variation of school 
hours. The honorable gentleman 
should have put f'Orward 'his ideas 
on the types of variations Which will 
be put into effect. Will they apply 
generally or will they be localized? 
Every housewife in Victoria has a 
right to know this before the BHI is 
passed by lPadiament. ilt is a poor 
commentary on the Government that 
it has introduced such ill-considered 
legislation without taking its major 
implications into account. The Bill 
ought to be set aside and the debate 
adjourned for some time. I suggest 
the debate should be adjourned for 
six months but in the absence of 
an adjournment of that duration 
honorable members are entitled to 
some adj'Ournment untH the Chief 
Secretary and the Minister of Educa­
trion can make a fl,rm and considered 
statement to the House on what they 
propose to do about varying school 
hours. 'JIhe statement made by the 
Chief Secretary in his second-reading 
spee'ch condemns the legislation. 

Mr. BIRRELL (Geelong).-Geelong 
is a type of composite area without 
a great deal of rural interests - a 
subject about which members of the 
Country Party have spoken. In con­
versations that I have had with 
members of the Geelong community 
with wide-ranging interests and from 
the ,results of poUs that have been 
taken throughout the State T Ihave 
come to the con'elusion that three 
out of four Victorians approve of 

daylight saving. The support in the 
Geelong area would be approxim­
ately the same. 

IMr. 'CURNow.-What about the 
other quarter? -Did the honorable 
member forget about them? 

The SPEAKER (Sir Vernon 
Christie).--Order! I invite the honor­
able member for Kara Kara to cease 
interjecting but if he does interject 
he ought to do it in reasonable 
terms. 

'Mr. BIRRELL.-Generally speak­
ing the concensus in Victoria would 
be the concensus in Geelong. I have 
had lengthy discussions on this 
subject with various groups in Geel­
ong over a period of twelve months, 
and particularly over the past three 
or four months, which is since the 
people have had the experience of 
one period of daylight saving, and 
it ris my opinion that three out of 
four of the residents of Geelong are 
in favour of daylight saving. There­
fore, there 'is a substantial majority 
in favour of the BHl. I do not think 
I need say any more. The Govern­
ment is acting in the best interests 
of the State and has the support of 
the majority of the people ()if Victoria 
in those actions. 

Mr. SHILTON (Midlands).-I sup­
port the BUI and the Opposition's 
arguments on it, but ~,direct the at­
tention of the House to the views 
expressed by the ·Laanecoorie Branch 
of the Victorian ,Farmers Union. 
Members of that branch have asked 
me to express their opposition to 
this measure and iI d'O so out of 
deference to them because I represent 
them. However, the views expressed 
by the Laanecoorie Branch of the 
Victorian 'Farmers Union do not 
necessarily represent the views of 
the majority 'of the people of my 
electorate. iMost of the people rin the 
2,600 square miles of the Midlands 
electorate are very much in favour 
of this legislation, and I support it. 

Mr. ROSS-EDWARDS (Leader of 
the Country Party).-This Bill will 
in effect make daylight saving per­
manent in Victoria for four months 
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of the year. When daylight saving 
was introduced as a trial -last year 
the Government stated that it was a 
trial and that it would examine the 
merits of the scheme later. After 
having had daylight saving on a trial 
basis there should have been a poll 
of the people to get thek opinions, 
but no poll was held. I suggest that 
a poll should be conducted in con­
jun'ction with the State elections 
which are to be held in April or 'May 
of next year. 

The majority of people who Hve in 
the ,country do not want daylight 
saving, but the majority of residents 
of the 'Melbourne metropolitan area 
do want it., Because two-t!hirds of 
Victoria's population live in Mel­
bourne and only one-third live in the 
country, it is probable that in a 
State-wide poll the maJority wHI be 
in favour of daylight saving. Despite 
this the Government owes it to the 
majority of 'country people who op­
pose daylight saving to' hold a poll. 

Many polls have been conducted 
in country areas. Honorable mem­
bers heard the hDnDrable member fDr 
Gippsland East refer to a poll which 
was conducted by the Border Morning 
Mail. Another poll was held in Shep­
parton by the Shepparton News. 
Approximate'ly 1,200 people voted in 
this poOll, which is a fair sample of 
the population of the area. An inter­
esting feature. of the poll was that a 
majority - admittedly it was only a 
small majDritY-Df the peDple living 
in the urban area vDted against day­
light saving. Only twO' sectiDns Df the 
cDmmunity were in favDur Df daylight 
saving and Dne of those sectiDns CDn­
sisted mainly Df factory wDrkers. 
The final result Df the poll was 882 
vDtes against daylight saving, 240 
vDtes in favDur Df it, and 150 vDtes 
were set aside for various reaSDns. 

An interesting pDint is that, as is 
usual in this type of debate when a 
matter that affects country people 
comes up for 'consideration, t!he 
voice of country people is the 
Country Party's voice. When mem­
bers of the Country 'Party speak on 

Mr. Ross-Edwards. 

this subject many interjections are 
made from the back benches on both 
sides of the House. rr give full credit 
to the honorable member for Po.}­
warth. He will vote with the Govern­
ment for the BiB but he has stated 
in the House that in so doing he will 
be going against the wishes of his 
electDrate. 'It has been made perfectly 
clear that the people in electorates 
represented by members of the 
Country Party do not want daylight 
saving. Th~ same position applies in 
the electorates of Ka'ra Kara, Port .. 
land and Dundas, but I am sure the 
members representing those electDr­
ates will nDt participate in the 
debate. UnHI those electorates are 
represented by members Df the 
Country Party the views of the 
people living in those areas wiH not 
be heard in this ,House. 

Mr. WILKES (Northcote).-Honor­
able members 'have heard an unusual 
speech from the Leader of the 
Country Party, who suggested that 
a p'oll ought to' ' be ,conducted in 
conjunction with the next State 
elections to determine Whether Dr 
not the people of Victoria favour 
the introduction of dayJight saving. 
'fihe Deputy Leader of the Country 
Party said that a referendum on the 
subject ought to be conducted during 
the next Federal e'le:ctions. There ap­
pears to be a division in the ranks 
of the Country Party on when the 
referendum should be held or on 
how it should be held. Therefore, 
hDnorable members can Dnly assume 
that members Df the Country Party 
have not undertaken sufficient re­
search into the subject. 

'Ministers of all States met and 
decided to introduce dayliglht saving 
nationaUy. There was one exception 
and that was Queensalnd. If one 
examined what happened in Queens­
land - i'rrespective of the argument 
put forward by the honorable mem­
ber for Gippsland East - Dne would 
realize that the reasons for the in­
difference of the backward Country 
Party Government of Queensland to 
daylight saving was a matter Df 
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po'litical expediency. That political 
expediency centred on the demands 
of the Liberal Party in Queensland, 
which is in coalition with the 
Country Party, for the destruction of 
the greater Brisbane City Council. 
Editorials in newspapers circulating 
in Queensland gave that reason for the 
Queensland Government's opposition 
to dayHght saving. The newspapers 
in Queensland were conducting polls 
at the time, but I do not know the 
results of those polls. Suffi'ce to say 
that many people in Brisbane appre­
ciate daylight saving but because of 
the stupidity of the Country Party 
in Queensland there wiH be a farcial 
situation in that State. 

IIf this Bill is defeated, and mem­
bers of the Coun t'ry Party in Victoria 
want it defeated, the same farcical 
and stupid situation wHI apply in 
Victoria. People who leave Mel­
bourne by aeroplane at 7 a.m. to 
travel to Brisbane will ,arrive in 
Sydney at 7 a.m. and they will arrive 
in Brisbane at 9 a.m. ~t would not 
be possible to conduct business 
properly under those conditions. 
There would be time differentials in 
the three eastern States in addition 
to the time differentials which apply 
to the western States, and that 
would lead to an impossible situa­
tion. Daylight saving has been ac­
cepted generally by a majority of 
people in the Commonwealth. 

Mr. B. J. EVANs.-The honorable 
member does not know that. 

,Mr. WILKES.--..,;I know that the 
opposHion to daylight saving has 
never been as vociferous as the op­
position to other matters of Govern­
ment policy which affect the people. 
A referendum is not necessary to 
determine whether daylight saving 
ought to be accepted for the very 
good reason that the cost of the 
referendum would be out of all pro­
portion to the problem. 

Mr. WHITING.-The 'honorable 
member would give away the rights 
of everybody. 

,Mr. WILKES.-The Country Party 
believes in that phHosophy only in 
certain circumstances. Members of 
that party certainly do not believe 
in that philisophy as it applies to 
one vote one value. ~hey a're pre­
pared to vote for trees. When it 
comes to achieving uniformity in 
the interests of the nation, members 
of the Country Party raise the'ir 
voices in protest. The uniform 
introduction of daylight saving is 
essential. 'It was not introduced 
in Western Australia last year 
but it will be introduced in that 
State this year be'cause the Gov­
ernment of Western Australia be­
came aware of the prohlems that 
were created by the time differential. 
Victoria should fall into line with the 
other States and disregard the back­
ward Government of Queensland. It 
should introduce daylight saving .in 
the interests of the m'ajority of 
people who benefited from its ,intro­
duction last year and undoubtedly 
will again benefit this year. 

Mr. TREWIN (BenaIIa).-The pro­
posal contained in the Bill w-iII have 
a certain significance for everyone, 
depending upon his way of life. To 
me it is immaterial except that many 
people in different 'areas 'and from 
different walks of life have expressed 
sentiments concerning the proposed 
introduction of daylight saving every 
year. During the second world war, 
daylight 'saving was introduced 'as 
part of our war effort, but no signi­
ficant benefits resulted. 

Perhaps honor.able members should 
compare our way of life with that in 
other parts of the world. Australians 
are fortunate to live in a wonderful 
land and never to have had occasion 
to determine their way of life other 
than by what has been given to us 
by the Almighty, in that the sun rises 
-in the east to enlighten the day and 
sets in the west to close the day. We 
have been able to carryon our way 
of life and to develop the country in 
a way that benefits us and our 
country. 
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It is significant that England fol­
lows the practice of two hours' ~ay­
light saving during the summer tIme. 
Throughout the winter, ,an ~nglish 
working man goes to work 'In the 
dark and returns home in the dark 
and there is no reason why the British 
Government should not introduce 
daylight saving to enable the citizens 
to enjoy the wonderful long summ~r 
evenings. Currently, my daughter IS 
enjoying these conditions. I as~ hOr:t­
orable members whether .our clImatIc 
conditions -and way of life approxi­
mate those in England. Australia has 
a democracy which has been handed 
-down from the Mother Country, but 
I should like honorable members to 
reflect upon how our physical con­
ditions compare with Englishcondi­
tions. I believe the differences 'are 
so marked that comparison is un­
necessary. England should have 
daylight saving to enable the people 
to enjoy the hours of summer sun­
light because they have so little dur­
ing the winter. 

The representations which I have 
received indicate that daylight sav­
ing serves sOrlie people very well but 
creates hardships for others. Clearly 
daylight saving will be introduced 
throughout Australia with the excep­
tion of Queensland, but honor-able 
members should not hesitate to in­
dicate the adverse affects that its 
introduction will have on certain 
sections of the populace. Some of my 
constituents feel that they will be 
served by daylight saving. Others 
who send their children to school 
perhaps 30 or 40 miles by: bus. have 
complained to me that theIr chIldren 
were exhausted by the end of last 
summer. I suppose they will learn 
to live with it. Country people often 
have put up with hardships to satisfy 
the needs of other sections of the 
community, and they are prepared to 
continue to do so whether for day­
light saving or for some other reason. 

People who have complained to me 
about the effects of daylight s'aving 
would c.onsider that I was not doing 
my job as their representative if I 
did not tell Parliament about their 

Mr. Trewin. 

feelings. Members of the ~ountry 
Party recognize the hardshIps suf-
fered by certain sections of ~he com­
munity last year when day:hght ~av­
ing was introduced for a trIal perIod. 
Undoubtedly, the honorable member 
for Kara Kara wHI appreCiate this. 

Over the years the silos have been 
kept open to suit the way of life 
followed by the grain growers of the 
State. When daylight saving was 
practised during the second world 
war, the silos were opened at 7 a.m. 
instead of 8 -a.m. to help the war 
effort. Last year the Grain Elevators 
Board recognized the hardships im­
posed upon the grain growers, and 
the hours during which sHos received 
gr-ain were altered. The Education 
Department should consider the re­
presentations m-ade on behalf of 
people whose children's health will 
be badly affected by daylight saving 
and stagger school hours so that 
country people can receive some 
consideration. 

I have received representations 
from c-ountry hotelkeepers. Licensees 
of hotels which are licensed to serve 
liquor between 10 'a.m. -and 10 p.m. 
will find that the majority of their 
customers will arrive 'at about closing 
time. An eight-hour day does not 
operate on a farm. When harvesting 
is in progress the farmer works from 
daylight to dusk and into the hours 
of darkness. Without daylight sav­
ing, work would finish at ab.out 9 p.m. 
and the farmer could go mto town 
for -a couple of drinks with some of 
his farmer friends ,and have 'a chat. 
With the introducti.on of daylight 
saving, it will be 10 p.m. before .the 
farmer will be free to go for a drmk. 
.country people are prepared to 
accept the hardships imposed by day­
Hght saving but the Chief Secretary 
should graciously -agree to license 
some hotels in country areas t.o 
dispense liquor from 11 a.m. to 11 
p.m. The farming community. would 
be grateful f.or a gesture of thIS sort. 

Victorians foHow different ways .of 
life, and I regret that daylight saving 
is to become a permanent feature. 
If it is decided to return to the old 
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system, it will be necessary to repeal 
this legislation. Then honorable 
members will be able to examine the 
record to see who spoke for and 
against the proposal. 

With our magnificent climate and 
our long hours of sunshine during 
both summer and winter, it seems 
hardly necessary to introduce day­
light saving to improve our way of 
life. If our city friends are to derive 
some benefits from the scheme, good 
luck to them, and country people 
will support them. However, mem­
bers of the Country Party feel that 
now and then country people should 
raise their voices in protest at some 
of the things that they ,are -asked to 
accept. Admittedly, my constituents 
are divided on this matter but my 
personal opinion is that the intro­
duction of daylight saving every year 
is not a step forward. 

Mr. KIRKWOOD (Preston).-As 
the representative of a metropolitan 
electorate, I think I can say that the 
vast majority of my constituents 
derived great benefit from the tem­
porary introduction of daylight sav­
ing last year. Those honorable 
members who have an interest in 
sport will remember that the golf 
courses were crowded and that 
many "wage slaves" were able to 
go with their families to swimming 
pools and beaches. It w,as interesting 
to see families out in the city streets 
enjoying the pleasant evenings. The 
desirability of daylight saving has 
been heightened by the Government's 
introduction of late Friday night 
shopping because families are able 
to do their shopping mostly in day­
light, and that :is preferred by those 
who need to use the large shopping 
complexes in Melbourne. 

I -am surprised that the opponents 
of daylight saving did not use other 
methods. They have all been 
rather negative in their approach. 
Daylight saving has a marked effect 
on the finances of the State Elec­
tricity Commission in that a vast 
m-ajority of the community save 
money because of the lower con­
sumption of electricity. Undoubtedly, 
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if the commission institutes a new 
system of charges, it will take this 
into account. 

During normal summer week-ends, 
most honorable members will have 
observed that a city person returns 
home from the beaches at about 4 
p.m. or 5 p.m. whereas last year the 
families were able to enjoy the 
beaches until 6 p.m. or 7 p.m. That 
is desirable for most families. City 
people should not be deprived of this 
experience merely because of a 
request for a referendum. Many 
references have been m'ade to 
referenda, and most honorable 
members know that it is only the 
rusty door hinge that has not 
been oiled which is heard. 

One hears little from people in the 
country 'areas who actually support 
daylight saving. The vast majority 
of the people, even in the country, 
are wage earners, 'and I should think 
they would be happy to have the 
extra hour at night with their 
families, as people do in the metro­
politan area. They swim in the 
rivers and the municipal swimming 
pools, and they also play golf and 
use other amenities. To deprive 
persons who work for w'ages of the 
right to enjoy the benefits of daylight 
saving, which will cost next to 
nothing, would be ,a restrictive policy 
which I could never support. 

Mr. E. W. LEWIS (Dundas).-I did 
not intend to take part in this 
debate, but members of the Country 
Party have been speaking with the 
object of gaining political ground in 
country areas. I represent a totally 
rural electorate but I have received 
only two letters from people object­
ing to the introduction of daylight 
s'aving. Last year I r,aised with the 
Minister of Agriculture the difficulty 
faced by wheat farmers because it 
is impossible to harvest wheat early 
in the morning when the moisture 
content is high. This problem was 
taken up with the Grain Elevators 
Board and was solved-I assume 
following the representations of my­
self ,and others. Such situations will 
always arise, but people will make 
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the necessary adjustments. The only 
pr-oblem in the country areas is the 
Country Party, whose members want 
to "stir" and try to make some 
political gain. 

It has been mentioned that school 
children will be adversely affected. 
I consider that putting the clock 
forward one hour will be of assist­
ance to the children. The Country 
Party raised the question of the 
effect of daylight saving on the 
shearing industry. Some years ago 
I was shearing in Western AustraHa 
where the clocks were advanced Ian 
hour so that people could avoid 
working in the heat. I do not c'On­
sider tha t West Australians are 
fools 'and I believe they knew what 
they w·ere doing; they have had day­
light saving for many years because 
theirs is a hot State. In the areas 
around Derby and Broome daylight 
saving was an advantage, and I can­
not see why it should not be in Vic­
toria. It will be of assistance to young 
children who catch school buses. 

Mr. WHITING.-Why not let it 
remain on ,a voluntary basis? 

Mr. E. W. LEWIS.-I do not know 
how the Deputy Leader of the 
Country Party can suggest one sys­
tem for one section of the com­
munityand a different system for 
another. There would be complete 
confusion, such as there is in 
Queensland under Country Party 
leadership. I should like to learn 
what the former honorable member 
for Lowan thinks ,about this pro­
posal ; he seems to have deserted the 
Country p.arty, as I am sure many 
other people will desert it because of 
its continual efforts to m-ake political 
gains. 

I do not wish to say any more. 
I consider that daylight saving is in 
the interests of Victorians generally 
and that it will enable people to use 
their time to better advantage. I 
support the Bill. The difficulties 
which have been raised by members 
of the Country Party are mainly 
imaginary, 'and those that are not 
oan be adjusted without difficulty. 

Mr. R. S. L. McDONALD (Rod­
ney).-The honorable member. for 
Dundas said that he had receIved 
two letters from persons objecting 
t'O daylight saving, but he did not 
read them although members would 
be interested in their contents. I 
realize that daylight saving will be 
introduced because the Government 
has the ~umbers, but I question 
whether it is in the interests of 
country people who for m-any years 
have made a great contribution to 
the welfare of this State. Admittedly, 
daylight saving was introduced 
initially as a war-time measure, but 
this c'Ountry is not now at war. It 
should not be reintroduced at present 
because when it applied previously 
the State Electricity Commission lost 
revenue. A by-election will be held 
before daylight saving is introd~c~d. 
It .might be fo~nd that electncI!y 
charges will be mcreased. Who WIll 
be responsible for those increases? 

Mr. FORDHAM. - The Country 
Party! 

Mr. R. S. L. McDONALD.-No. 
The philosophy of the Labor p.arty 
is that the Country Party is to blame 
for everything that happens jn Vic­
toria. I should say that the honor­
able member for Kara Kara, who is 
interjecting, has received m?re 
letters objecting to daylight savmg 
than has the honorable member for 
Dundas. Now when one sees school 
children on the roads at 7.30 'a.m. 
one realizes that following the intro­
duction of daylight saving they will 
be going to school at 6.30 ,a.m. No 
effort is being made to assist these 
children in their schooling. 

One of the drawbacks of daylight 
saving is that some children have to 
be put to bed while it is still day­
light. We can look forw'ard to haying 
daylight saving, but some adJust­
ment must be made to ,assist chil­
dren. Public servants, of their own 
volition, now start work at 8.15 a.m. 
so that hours of work are staggered. 
Will they commence work -at 7.15 
a.m. under daylight saving? By inter­
jection, the honorable member for 
Bendigo informs me that he has not 
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had any letters dealing with daylight 
saving. That is remarkable, because 
I have received letters only from 
people who have been critical of the 
proposal. The only way to satisfy 
everyone is to hold a referendum, and 
I support the remarks of the Deputy 
Leader of the Country Party. 

The sitting was suspended at 6.24 
p.m. until 7.58 p.m. 

Mr. W. J. LEWIS (PorUand).-I 
shall briefly refer to daylight saving 
because I want to express the dis­
pleasure of a couple of councils in my 
electorate which have made a protest 
at the introduction of this measure. 
I have also received a couple of letters 
of protest from individuals, but apart 
ffoom these I have received no other 
protest. The 1,100 workers 'at Borth­
wick's meat works have made no 
objection to the proposal and I 
imagine that they will be only too 
anxious to get down to the sea for 
a swim and thus obtain s-ome benefit 
from the additional hour of leisure 
time. 

Mr. WHITING.-Which councils 
protested? 

Mr. W. J. LEWIS.-That is for the 
honorable member to find out. In the 
main, the people concerned in my 
electorate are from the northern dis­
trict and they, too, will enjoy the 
extra hour of daylight in the evening. 
My daughter, who lives on a farm, 
has two sm,all children. I have heard 
other honorable members express the 
view that daylight s-aving has an 
adverse effect on sm'all children. My 
daughter's children board a bus to 
attend school-one of them did so 
during the period of daylight saving 
last year, and there was no notice­
able deterioration in her health. Cer­
tainly she w'as a little tired at night, 
but she 'appeared to like daylight 
saving. 

I have not observed any cows with 
alarm clocks fixed around their 
necks, or sheep with pocket w-atches 
attached to them, and it would seem 
that daylight saving has not -affected 
any animals. It has been said that it 
will adversely affect the dairying 
industry; however, I have received 

no complaints from people engaged 
in that industry and therefore ,am led 
to believe that they are willing to 
accept daylight saving. 

The motion was lagreed to. 
The Bill was read a second time 

and committed. 
Clause 1 was agreed to. 
Clause 2, relating to standard time 

and summer time. 

Mr. MEAGHER (Chief Secre­
tary).-During their remarks mem­
bers of the Country Party suggested 
that there should be a referendum 
on whether daylight saving should 
be introduced in Victoria. My per­
sonal feeling on this is that in a 
democracy referenda are -appropriate 
when an important matter of prin­
ciple 'is being applied-when it is 
pfooposed that there should be some 
change in the hasic philosophies or 
processes of the State. This Bill 
establishes no new principle; it 
merely changes the degree of a prin­
ciple already accepted. 

Prior to the introduction of this 
measure into Parliament this State 
already had daylight saving. In fact, 
when eastern standard time was 
,adopted 22 minutes were taken off 
the time of this State and therefore 
we have had daylight s-aving to that 
extent for many years. This Bill 
merely proposes a change in degree 
of an accepted principle and there­
fore is not an appropriate subject 
for ,a referendum. 

Parliament, as representative of 
the p'eople of the State, should make 
up its mind. In helping it to do so 
it is significant that the Leader of 
the Country Party, when advocating 
a referendum, expressed the view 
that the introduction of daylight 
saving would be carried at a 
referendum. Therefore I suggest to 
honorable members that it appears 
to be the view of the 'majority of 
members of Parliament, including 
those who oppose this measure, that 
if a referendum were held the 
majority of people would vote for 
daylight saving. In the circum­
stances, Parliament is entitled to 
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adopt the principle that the majority 
view should prevail but that it 
should at the same time do what it 
can to respect the minori ty view. 

I draw attention to my second­
reading speech in which I pointed out 
that the Government recognized that 
certain groups of people in the com­
munity may suffer som'e disadvant­
age as a result of the introduction 
of this measure. I then expressed 
the intention of the Government to 
do what it could to assist those 
groups in overcoming the difficulties. 
Members of the Country Party have 
made a number of suggestions on 
what those difficulties might be. 
I invite them individually and col­
lectively to come to the Government 
with some description of any diffi­
culties that occur and ask for the 
co-operation of the Government in 
overcoming them. I assure them 
that that co-operation will be forth­
coming. 

Mr. SIMMONDS (Reservoir).­
This debate was entirely predict­
able. A similar debate occurred at 
this time last year. One could be 
forgiven for feeling that the senti­
ments expressed by the Country 
Party indicate that, for that party, 
it is not time now, it was not time 
then, and, in fact, it never will be 
time for daylight saving to be intro­
duced. It is not time for the 
Country Party in respect to a 
measure which is very limited in its 
social implications, but members of 
the Country Party have attempted 
to link the concept of daylight sav­
ing with the concept of a shorter 
working week. I shall not canvass 
the argument for a shorter working 
week to meet the present employ­
ment situation in this country. 

The facts of the matter are that 
daylight saving has been of great 
benefit to large numbers of people 
who work in our society. For a 
party which proclaims itself to be a 
subscriber to the principle of major­
ity rule and other democratic 
principles, the Country Party's oppo­
sition to this measure is strange. The 
Country Party is the majority party 

in the only Government in the Com­
monwealth to oppose the Common­
wealth-wide implementation of day­
light saving. When one looks at the 
methods by which that party holds 
office and realizes that it is on the 
basis of receiving 19 per cent of the 
vote in the State elections in Queens­
land, and also realizes that the total 
vote polled by the Government 
parties in that State was far less 
than the vote polled by the Aus­
tralian Labor Party in those elec­
tions, one can be forgiven for 
thinking that the plea for democra­
tic principles and a referendum and 
all that goes with them are hollow. 
The Country Party has long outlived 
its usefulness in the State sphere 
and it has also outlived its useful­
ness in the Commonwealth sphere. 

The ACTING CHAIRMAN (Mr. 
Wheeler).-Order! I suggest that the 
honorable member for Reservoir 
should return to the Bill before the 
Committee and not continue to refer 
to the rights and wrongs of the Coun­
try Party. The Bill before the Com­
mittee deals with daylight saving. 

Mr. SIMMONDS.-The position of 
the Country Party on this issue re­
flects its attitude to most other 
issues and its approach to social 
questions generally. 

Mr. WHITING (Mildura).-The ex­
planation of the Minister in reply 
to comments made during the 
second-reading debate, particularly 
those of the honorable member for 
Gippsland East, was hard to follow. 
My colleague pointed out that, in 
his explanatory second-reading 
speech. the Minister clearly stated 
that the Government believed that 
the disadvantages could be fairly 
met and that a special effort was 
being made to make adjustments. 
The Minister went on to give, as 
examples, alterations of school 
hours, changes to wheat silo delivery 
hours, and so on. Now the Minister 
says that if there are any disad­
vantages the members of the 
Country Party will have to go crawl­
ing to the Government, point them 
out, and ask what the Government is 
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going to do about them. I do not 
understand how the Minister can 
say that a special effort is being 
made to make adjustments. 

It must be obvious to anyone who 
has been a member of this House 
for as long as the Minister what 
some of the disadvantages will be. 
One could expect that the Minister 
would already have some proposals 
to meet them. But the Minister has 
given no indication of what will be 
done; he says that members of the 
Country Party will have to go to 
him and ask him to consider any 
disadvantages. They will receive the 
same sort of consideration as the 
municipal councils and individuals 
who wrote to the Premier or who 
made representations through their 
members of Parliament. They were 
told that their comments would be 
taken into account when the deci­
sion was made. Apparently they did 
not count for much because the 
decision was made against the pro­
tests which were raised. 

It appears that the honorable 
member for Reservoir believes that 
a minority should not be allowed 
to put a point of view and that, 
if it does, it should not be allowed 
to put it strongly. The honorable 
member seemed to think that a 
minority must sit back and take 
what is handed out to it. To me. 
that was the greatest negation of 
Labor Party philosophy I have heard 
any honorable member make in this 
House. 

The Minister pointed out that 
there is already a certain amount of 
daylight saving built into the ~ys­
tem of measuring time in Victoria 
because standard time is based on 
a particular meridian of longitude. 
One might ask what is the situation 
in the western areas of the State. If 
there is half an hour of daylight 
saving built into the system in Mel­
bourne, there must be an hour built 
in for the western part of the State. 
With the introduction of summer 
time, clock time in the western part 
of the State will be two hours ahead 
of sun time. 

Mr. GINIFER.-It is a bonus for 
them. 

Mr. WHITING.-Members of the 
Country Party do not believe that 
it is a bonus; it is a penalty. People 
in country areas suffer so many 
penalties-as the honorable mem­
ber for Benalla pointed out-that life 
is becoming almost unbearable. 
However, I am sure that the Min­
ister for Fuel and Power will agree 
with me that the city would be the 
worst place that anyone could shift 
to. The point the Country Party 
makes is that a large number of 
people in country areas are opposed 
to daylight saving. As I said in my 
second-reading speech, what hap­
pened when daylight saving was in­
troduced in the war years will hap­
pen again; support for daylight 
saving will dwindle away and we 
will see the repeal of this measure 
before five years are out. 

Mr. BIRRELL (Geelong).-Demo­
cracy is becoming cockeyed in this 
State. On this measure, we have 65 
honorable members in agreement 
and there are to be only four 
months of summer time. There are 
eight members of the corner party, 
but there will be eight months with­
out summer time. So the whole sys­
tem is weighted in favour of the 
Country Party. Why they are cut­
ting up rough on this issue, I cannot 
understand. 

The clause was agreed to. 
Clause 3 (Advance of time). 
Mr. CURNOW (Kara Kara).-I 

must make clear to the Committee 
the views of my electorate on the 
introduction of daylight saving. Of 
the many representations which 
have been made to me on the sub­
ject, all have favoured the view 
that time should be left as it is. 
My electorate is opposed to the re­
introduction of daylight saving. 

The ACTING CHAIRMAN (Mr. 
Wheeler).-Order! I find it difficult 
to relate the remarks of the honor­
able member for Kara Kara to clause 
3. The honorable member would 
have been better served if he had 
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taken the opportunity to speak on 
clause 2. However, if he relates his 
remarks to clause 3, I shall hear him. 

Mr. CURNOW.-With due res­
pect, Mr. Acting Chairman, clause 3 
is the clause which actually intro­
duces daylight saving. Sub-clause 
(1) provides-

FrDm the hDur Df twO' D'clDCk in the mDrn­
ing Df the last Sunday in OctDber in each 
year until the hDur Df two 0'C1DCk in the 
fDllDwing, summer time shall, throughout 
the State, be one hour in 'advance of stand­
ard time and shall be observed accordingly. 

I am speaking 'On this period of 
time. 

Sub-clause (2) states-
In this sectiDn the expressiDn .. the hDur Df 

twO' D'clock in the mDrning" means the hDur 
as determined by standard time. 

It is the actual time that the Com­
mittee is debating and this is the 
crux of the Bill. The peQple in my 
electorate have spoken to me, sent 
me letters and, in some cases, tele­
grams, saying that they do n'Ot want 
this periQd 'Of time brought in. The 
Government has shown a grave dis­
regard for a section of the com­
munity-not a large section but an 
influential and strong section of the 
community. 

Some weeks ago when the Premier 
was then Chief Secretary, I for­
warded to him 'a list 'Of sixteen or­
ganizations and individuals who had 
written to me opposing the reintro­
duction 'Of daylight saving. As yet 
I have received no reply to those 
representations. In his secQnd­
reading speech, the Chief Secretary 
stated that the views and objections 
of these peQple are being examined. 
That is ,a poor statement to make 
when the principle has ,almost been 
reintroduced----in fact, "it is almost a 
foregQne conclusion. On 9th October, 
1971, as repQrted at page 1114 of 
Hansard, the Deputy Leader of the 
Country Party quoted the text of a 
letter received by him from the 
Acting Premier, then the Chief Sec­
retary. The letter states, inter alia-

. . . daylight saving will be fDr a trial 
periDd O'nly and further cDnsultatiO'n will 
take place next year to assess the over-all 
effect Dn the cO'mmunity. 

I should like to know whether this 
assessment has taken place, and, if 
so, what were the results? Can the 
Chief Secretary supply this informa­
tion to honorable members? So far 
the honor,able gentleman has s'aid 
nothing. 

It is not correct to say that people 
and animals can adjust to daylight 
saving. As has been cQrrectly 
pointed out, children leaving home 
for school lat 7 o'clQck daylight 
saving time WQuld -in effect be leav­
ing home 'at 6 o'clock. The parents 
would have tQ rise early to see the 
children off to school and once they 
have departed the man 'Of the house 
WQuld have to sit around and wait 
quite a period 'Of time before he 
could do any wQrk beoause it would 
really be only 6 o'clock 'and he CQuld 
not strip his crops because they 
WQuld still have dew 'On them. If he 
wanted to milk his CQWS, he would 
have to wait for them because the 
cows know the time and they would 
not have wandered up from the 
bottom of the paddock. To lend 
some weight to my contention that 
cows know the time and have rather 
distinctive behaviour patterns, I quote 
from page 10 of a book titled Animal 
Behaviour written by Harry Frauca-
... instinctive behaviDur patterns will show 

a high degree ofcDnstancy amO'ng all the in­
dividuals of a species, because these ,individ­
uals share a high proportion of genes and the 
behaviO'ur patterns resulting frDm these genes 
should therefDre ,also be very similar. And 
thirdly, it ShDUld be difficult or .impDssible 
to' mDdify instinctive behaviDur patterns be­
cause to' dO' SO' we would have to' alter the 
very genes themselves. 

TherefQre, if the cows normally 
wander from the paddock to the 
milking shed ,at 7 o'clock, with day­
light saving time they will not 'arrive 
until 8 o'clQck and the whole pattern 
of country behaviour will therefore 
be thrown right out of gear. NQt 
only will the cows and sheep be 
affected by daylight saving. As the 
honorable member for Benalla 
pointed 'Out, hotels will be ,affected 
because of the added hour of day­
light at the w'rong end of the day. 
The farmer or the country person 
will turn up at the hotel later than 
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usual and the publioan will have to 
abuse and break the l'aw by having 
to serve such persons after hours. 

It is interesting to note that I re­
ceived representations on this ques­
tion from the Boort branch of the 
Country Party. It was flattering to me 
because obviously that branch -con­
sidered the -local member w,as of 
excellent character ;and one who 
could represent them well. A person 
who catches a train at Mildura t'O 
travel to Melbourne will be -affected 
by daylight s-aving as will those who 
join the train at intermediate 
stations. At present, the train passes 
through Maryborough at about 5 
o'clock in the morning, but with 
daylight saving it will arrive an hour 
earlier. Everyone falls 'int'O a pattern 
and sleeps for -a certain number of 
hours-in other words, his sleeping 
habits become regular-but once the 
clocks are altered, it could lead to 
his missing the tr.ain. Last year the 
problem concerning delays at silos 
was overcome ttQ a certain extent, 
but the altered hours still stopped 
the farmer from starting at his 
normal time. 

Another section of the community 
affected wHI be the shop 'assistants 
who work 'in milk bars which must 
stay open for an increased number of 
hours. Thes-e shop assistants will be 
required to work longer hours but 
they will receive nothing extra for 
these altered daylight saving hours. 
The whole principle has not been 
fully investigated even though the 
Chief Secretary said that he was 
looking at the objections of certain 
sections of the community. Obvi­
ously, the honorable gentleman must 
believe the community is naive 
enough to accept that statement. If 
he intends to examine objections, he 
should hold the Bill over until he 
does so. I believe the Bill will 
adversely affect an important secti'On 
of the community in Victoria. 

The clause was agreed to. 
Clause 4, (Constitution of expres­

sions of time in Acts). 

Mr. JONES (Melbourne).-I want 
to raise a point with the Chief Sec­
retary about the 'Operation of this 
clause. It is not absolutely clear 
from a reading of the provision 
whether it is intended to completely 
set aside section 80 of the Supreme 
Court Act. There would appear to be 
an area of ambiguity which I hope 
the honorable gentlem'an can resolve. 
If one reads the essential words in 
clause 4, they are" notwithstanding 
any enactment, where ,any time is 
prescribed, that time shall be held to 
be summer time unless the contrary 
is expressed, provided or stipulated 
in that enactment". The first part 
of section 80 of the Supreme Court 
Act provides-

On and from the first day of February One 
thousand eight hundred and ninety-five the 
mean time of the one hundred and fiftieth 
meridian of longitude east of Greenwich in 
England shall be deemed and is hereby de­
clared to have been ,and to be standard time 
throughout Victoria. 

So far there is no problem. The 
seoond part of the section provides-

Whenever any e~pression of time occurs 
in any Act Order in Council rule regulation 
or by-law or deed or in any instrument what­
soever and whenever the doing or not doing 
anything ,at a certain time of day or night or 
during a certain part of the day or night has 
an effect in law, such time shall unless it is 
otherwise specifically stated be held on -and 
from the date aforesaid to have been and to 
be standard time throughout Victoria as de­
clared by this section. 

It is easier to 'See the way in which 
ambiguities c0uld arise. One could 
take an example of the type of 
ambiguity which would be dear to 
the hearts of honorable members. 
Supposing that a man decided to 
nominate for a House of Representa­
tives seat during a Federal election 
period when "'Summer time" was 
in operation, and it was declared 
that nominations were to close at 
12 noon but there was no proviso 
to say that it was 12 noon summer 
time or 12 noon eastern standard 
time. Of course, it would be sum­
mer time once this Bill was enacted 
or if it had been under the provisions 
of the Daylight Saving Act of last 
year. 
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Supposing that at 12.30 p.m. 
"summer time" a person put in 
his nomination form and it was re­
jected. He says that clause 5 of 
this Bill appears to save section 80 
of the Supreme Court Act land that 
it is only 11.30 a.m. eastern standard 
time. It would be realistic to pre­
sume that people would be ,continu­
ally referring as a matter of prac­
tice to specific modes of time, for 
ex'ample, that this House would 
meet at 4 p.m. " summer time". Pre­
sumably, honorable members would 
be told that the House would meet 
at 4 p.m. simpliciter, with no quali­
fieation and that this would be a 
normal practice with ordinary rou­
tine acts of life. As one looks fur­
ther at the provisions of the Bill­
I could deal with another aspect 
when I come to clause 5 - it is 
not completely clear that section 80 
of the Supreme Court Act is, for 
the purpose of summer time, com­
pletely excluded from operation. It 
appears to me that section 80 and 
clause 4 of this Bill are equal and 
opposite provisions; they go either 
way. Those two provisions are 
charging off in opposite directions; 
there seems to be some area of am­
biguity which I suspect only the 
Minister can help us to resolve. 

Mr. MEAGHER (Chief Secre­
tary) .-Far be it from me to match 
my erudition in law with that of 
the honorable member for Mel­
bourne, but I think I can claim a 
mild acquaintance with plain Eng­
lish. This Bill sets out to provide 
that during a certain period of the 
year the time by which we regulate 
our affairs will be what is described 
in the Bill - for want of a better 
term - as summer time, and clause 
3 provides what that period will be. 
Clause 4 then provides, inter alia-

Notwithstanding anything in any enact­
ment, regulation, by-law proclamation, 
Order in Council, order or notice .... 

It then provides that the time shall 
be that which is expressed in this 
Bill unless a particular counter pro­
vision is m'ade in another enactment. 

In other words, the standard will 
be the time provided in this Bill 
unless, in a particular situation, 
there is another enactment or pro­
viso of some sort that would have 
a particular purpose to be related 
en tirely to standard time or natura! 
time according to meridian. Clause 
5 provides, inter alia-

Except as expressly provided in this act 
the provisions of section 80 the Supreme 
Court Act 1958 are not affected by this Act. 

It is a peculiar way of putting it 
but I should imagine the honorable 
member for Melbourne would have 
a better understanding than I have of 
how legal men arrived at that expres­
sion. It appears to me it means 
that unless there is a speCific situ­
ation relative to the Supreme Court 
Act which would make the provi­
sions of this Bill inoperative, the 
Supreme Court Act would be con­
strued as being in accordance with 
the provisions of this Bill. To me, 
there is no ambiguity. 

I have no doubt that if argument 
arises before the Supreme Court, 
members of the legal profession­
the Attorney-General on the Govern­
ment side of the House and the hon­
orable member for Melbourne on the 
Opposition side of the House -
could occupy the time of the court 
for weeks. I believe the matter is 
clear; I could not possibly imagine 
any argument arising 'and I have no 
doubt that people generally in Vic­
toria and in other States would 
have no doubt that the time by 
which they conduct their affairs is 
that laid down by the provisions of 
this Bill. 

The clause was agreed to. 
Clause 5 (Savings). 
Mr. JONES (Melbourne).-I thank 

the Chief Secretary for his rem'arks. 
I do not hold out any great en­
thusiasm for legal drafting as 
against plain and simple drafting. I 
should have thought that if the Min­
ister had drafted the particular clause 
himself, the ambiguity which we 
both hope will be avoided would 
have been avoided. 
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The clause w·as agreed to, as was 
the remaining clause. 

The Bill was reported to the House 
without amendment, and passed 
through its remaining stages. 

CONSTITUTIONAL CONVENTION 
BILL. 

Sir GEORGE REID (Attorney­
General) presented a message from 
His Excellency the Governor recom­
mending that an appropriation be 
made from the Consolidated Fund 
for the purposes of a Bill to make 
provision with respect to the costs 
and expenses of the proposed Consti­
tutional Convention and with respect 
to payment of allowances to the 
delegates of the Victorian Parlia­
ment to that convention. 

A resolution in accordance with 
the recommendation was passed in 
Committee and adopted by the 
House. 

On the motion of Sir GEORGE 
REID (Attorney-General), the Bill 
was brought in and read a first time. 

SUPERANNUATION BILL. 
Mr. HAMER (Premier and Treas­

urer) .-1 move-
That this Bill be now read a second time. 

The basic purpose of this Bill is to 
implement the updating of super­
annuation pensions in accordance 
with the prinCiples outlined in the 
Budget speech. At the same time 
the opportunity is being taken of 
making certain amendments to the 
Superannuation Act itself, and I will 
explain these in due course. Firstly, 
I want to deal with the updating of 
pensions. 

As explained in the Budget 
speech, the proposal is to adjust 
pensions on the basis of the cost-of­
living changes between 30th June, 
1967, and 30th June, 1972. Pensions 
which commenced on or before 30th 
June, 1967, will receive an increase of 
20 per cent as from 1st December 
next. Pensions which commenced 
after 30th June, 1967, and be­
fore 1 st June, 1972, will receive 

pro rata increases. The increase 
will ta per off by one-third of 
1 per cent for each whole month the 
pension commenced after 30th June, 
1967. 

The figure of 20 per cent repre­
sents the increase in the consumer 
price index for Melbourne between 
June, 1967, and June, 1972. The 
actual figure was 19·9 per cent but 
for purposes of the legislation it is 
rounded off at 20 per cent. The 
tapering off by one-third of 1 per 
cent for each whole month the pen­
sion commenced after 30th June, 
1967, derives from the fact that 
there are 60 months in the period 
June, 1967, to June, 1972, and 20 
divided by 60 gives a fraction of 
one-third. 

The foregoing principles, which 
apply to pensions under the Super­
annuation Act, will also apply to 
retired police receiving pensions 
from the Police Pensions Fund. Pen­
sions to police widows under the 
Police Regula tion Act are fixed 
according to rank and provision is 
made to update these pensions. In 
these cases the increase will be 11-
2/3 per cent, this increase being 
hased on the number of months at 
1 per cent a month since the 
last adjustment of these pensions in 
January, 1970. As on previous occa­
sions, special provision is made for 
a small group of six police widows 
who receive a special widow's pen­
sion under the Police Regulation 
Act, their husbands having died as 
a result of injuries received in the 
course of duty. 

The provisions of the Bill relating 
to the updating of pensions are to 
be found in clauses 8, 9 and 10. In 
line with the Budget speech, the 
Bill provides that one-half of the 
cost of the proposed updating of 
pensions will be met from the Con­
solidated Fund, and the other half 
will come from the Pensions Sup­
plementation Fund. 

It may be useful if I refer briefly 
to previous provisions which have 
been made by the Parliament for the 
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updating of superannuation pensions, 
and enlarge a little on the difference 
between the method now proposed 
in the Bill and the methods adopted 
on previous occasions. 

As I indicated in the Budget 
speech, there have been no fewer 
than nine adjustments to pension 
entitlements under the Superannua­
tion Act since 1948. The earlier 
adjustments, in general, either in­
creased the value of certain units, or 
made ad hoc increases in lower 
level pensions. 

In 1965 the whole question of the 
method of future adjustments to 
superannuation pensions was re­
ferred by the Government to a com­
mittee of officers for advice. The 
report of that committee was tabled 
in the House by the Treasurer on 
8th December, 1965, and the Trea­
surer made a statement at that time 
on the recommenda tions of the 
committee, and the principles in­
herent in the recommendations 
which would govern future adjust­
ments. The Treasurer's statement 
is on record in Hansard. 

Following that statement by the 
Treasurer, legislation was introduced 
in 1966 to adjust pensions on the 
basis which had been adopted a 
little earlier by the Commonwealth 
Government, and which was recom­
mended by the committee of advice. 
The cost of the increases then 
granted was met from the surplus in 
the Superannuation Fund. The basis 
adopted was what became known 
as the "notional salary" method of 
adjustment. 

In 1970 pensions were adjusted on 
a somewhat similar basis, pensions 
being updated to accord with salary 
changes to June, 1967. On that 
occasion average salary increases 
were used, rather than speCific 
salaries for specific positions, to 
streamline administration. 

Although the Government indi­
cated in 1965 that the principles of 
adjustment on the general basis of 
notional salary changes, with the 

Mr. Hamer. 

cost being charged to the surplus in 
the Superannuation Fund, would be 
adopted on future valuations of the 
Superannuation Fund, on this occa­
sion the Government has reviewed 
wha t was then said. 

In the first place, adjustment of 
pensions on the "notional salary" 
method is complex, and, as the 
Commonwealth Treasurer indicated 
in his 1971 Budget speech, experi­
ence has shown that it generates 
anomalies and inequities between 
pensioners. Furthermore, there is 
always a time lag involved, and it 
is difficult for the person 
receiving a pension to understand 
why this should be so. For example, 
the adjustment in 1970 applied only 
to pensions which commenced prior 
to July, 1967, and took into account 
salary changes to that date only. 

On this occasion, therefore, the 
Government is proposing an adjust­
ment of pensions which reflects the 
change in the consumer price index 
up to 30th June, 1972, either from 
30th June, 1967, for pensions in 
force at that date, or from the date 
of commencement of a pension if 
the pension commenced after 30th 
June, 1967. Furthermore, the per· 
cen tage increases now proposed 
apply to the whole of the pension, 
and not to 5-7ths of the pension as 
on the last two occasions. This is 
essentially a simple method of ad­
justment; it is readily understood, 
and in the Government's view it is 
an equitable adjustment. 

We have not waited on the 
acturial report on the condition of 
the Superannuation Fund. However, 
we have had preliminary advice 
from the Actuary that a further sur­
plus will be disclosed. Having 
regard to that advice, but having in 
mind the total cost involved, the 
Bill proposes, as foreshadowed in 
the Budget 'Speech, that 'one-half of 
the cost will be met from the sur­
plus in the Superannuation Fund 
and one-half from the Consolidated 
Fund. The total cost will be of the 
order of $5 million in a full year. 
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. In addition to the provisions 
which I have outlined for the up­
dating of pensions, the opportunity 
is being taken of making cert~in 
amendments to the SuperannuatIon 
Act, and I want now to refer briefly 
to these amendments. 

Clause 2 of the Bill gives to the 
Superannuation Board a po~er. to 
acquire land and to erect buIldIngs 
subject to the consent of '~he 
Treasurer. This is a power WhICh 
the Superannuation Board does not 
now have but it is a power which 
the Gover~ment believes it ought to 
have. No specific proposals are at 
present in mind, but a~ a ge~er~l 
proposition it can. be saId ,that J~dI­
cious investment In land and bUIld­
ings is a desirable form of invest­
ment for a superannuation fund. The 
Superannuation Board has proposed 
to the Government that it should 
have this power, and the Govern­
ment has agreed. 

Clause 3 relates to what are 
known as table D units under the 
Superannuation A~t. These un}ts are 
available to contrIbutors, subject to 
age considerations, when their nor­
mal superannuation contributions 
exceed 12 per cent of salary. The 
contributions paid for thein, and the 
Superannuation Fund share of the 
benefit in relation to them, is one­
quarter of that for normal units of 
pension under the Superannuation 
Act. However, the amount of pen­
sion paid from the Consolidat~d 
Fund is the same for table D umts 
as for normal units. 

Table D units become available 
from age 55 next birthday for con­
tributors on both the age 65 sche­
dule and the age 60 schedule. For 
contributors on the age 65 schedule, 
this means that table D units be­
come available ten years before 
retirement. The proposal in the Bill 
is to make them available ten years 
before retirement also for contri­
butors on the age 60 schedule. This 
provision will be of particular ad­
vantage to members of the Police 
Force who are contributors to the 

Superannuation Fund because all 
such police contribute on the age 60 
schedule. 

The Bill provides for a 50 per cent 
increase in children's benefits under 
both the Superannuation Act an~ .the 
Police Regulation Act. In addItIon, 
it extends these benefits in the c~se 
of full-time students to age 25 In­
stead of age 21 under the existing 
legislation. This extension is in line 
with the age for full-time student 
concessions under the Income Tax 
Act. 

Clause 5 makes two changes in 
the existing provisions relating to 
lump-sum options under the Supe~­
annuation Act. For female contrI­
butors it extends to them the right 
which' applies to male contributo~s 
to convert up to 30 per cent of theIr 
pension to a lump sum. For males, 
it extends to persons who retire 
before age 65 the right which al­
ready applies to female contribut?rs 
to receive a lump sum representIng 
the cash equivalent of a reduct.ion 
in pension from the date of retIre­
ment, instead of from age 65. 

In addition to the prOVISIons 
which I have referred to, and which 
constitute the basic pension updating 
provisions and amendments to the 
Superannuation Act, there are two 
other provisions in the Bill. Some 
years ago a provision was made to 
enable certain members of the Gov­
ernor's staff to come under the 
Superannuation Act. The provision 
then nlade has been found to be 
defective, and clause 6 remedies the 
defect. 

At present the Superannuation 
Act provides a power to the Super­
annuation Board to require depart­
ments to supply it with information 
necessary for periodicail actua~ial 
valuations of the SuperannuatIon 
Fund. This is a narrow power, and 
clause 7 replaces it with a general 
power to enable the Superannuation 
Board to call on departments to pro­
vide any essential information for 
the purposes of the administration 
of the superannuation scheme. 
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As indicated in the Budget speech 
it is intended that the pension in­
creases provided for in this Bill 
should operate from 1 st December 
next, that being the commencing 
date of the first pension pay period 
in December. Some 21,000 pensions 
will be increased. 

Considerable work will be in­
volved for the staff of the Super­
annuation Board. I trust, therefore, 
that the House will agree to a 
speedy passage of the Bill. I com­
mend it to the House. 

On the motion of Mr. WILTON 
(Broadmeadows), the debate was 
adjourned. 

It was ordered that the debate be 
adjourned until Tuesday, October 10. 

GOVERNOR'S SPEECH. 
ADDRESS-IN-REPLY. 

The debate (adjourned from Sep­
tember 12) on the motion of Mr. 
Guy (Gisborne) for the adoption 
of an Address-in-Reply to the Gov­
ernor's Speech was resumed. 

Mr. TRETHEWEY (Bendigo).­
I express the loyalty of the con­
stituents of my electorate to Her 
Majesty the Queen. Their loyalty 
has never been in doubt. It is inter­
esting to recall that Her Majesty 
ascended to the Throne on 6th Feb­
ruary, 1952, so that she has been 
the Queen of our Commonwealth for 
a little more than twenty years. Her 
Majesty married Prince Philip on 
20th November, 1947, so that on 
20th November next they will cele­
bra te their silver wedding annivers­
ary, which is a milestone in their 
lives and in the history of the Com­
monwealth. 

His Excellency Sir Rohan Dela­
combe became Governor of Victoria 
'On 8th May, 1963, so he has served 
the State for a little longer than nine 
years. As I understand His Excel­
lency is in his last term as Governor, 
on behalf of my constituents I con­
gratulate Sir Rohan and Lady Dela­
combe on the wonderful work that 

they have done in Victoria and par­
ticularly throughout country areas; 
they have both visited country 
centres regularly and have enjoyed 
associating with country people. 

I congratulate the honorable mem­
ber for Gisborne on his remarks 
when moving the motion for the 
adoption of an Address-in-Reply to 
the Governor's Speech and also the 
honorable member for Mitcham for 
her remarks in seconding the 
motion. I have no doubt that 
the electors in those two electorates 
will be justly proud of their repre­
sentatives and the manner in which 
they proposed and seconded the 
motion. 

His Excellency referred to that 
terrible word " decentralization". 
Everybody must get sick and tired 
of hearing the word bandied about 
at all times. It is regrettable that 
some other word or phrase cannot 
be found, such as "balanced country 
development ", thus avoiding the use 
of the word " decentralization". 
However, I suppose we have to live 
with it. 

It was interesting to receive from 
the newly-appointed Minister for 
State Development and Decentraliza­
tion a copy of the Government's 
ten-point policy on decentralization, 
particularly that part concerning the 
division of Victoria into decentraliza­
tion regions. The transfer of officers of 
departments to strategic centres will 
provide easier access for residents 
in those areas. How often have hon­
orable members brought to a Min­
ister in Melbourne complaints from 
a constituent? With decentralized 
branches of departments in strategic 
positions throughout the State, 
it will be much easier for 
honorable members and their con­
stituents to make representations. 
I was delighted to learn from His 
Excellency's Speech that in addition 
to subsidies for transport and other 
services for country industries there 
is to be reduction in pay-roll tax. 
This will certainly assist country in­
dustries. Strong representations 
should be made to the Common-
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wealth Government to reduce the 
postal and telephone charges payable 
by country people and to exempt 
newly-established country industries 
from the payment of income tax for 
five years. Those measures would 
provide an incentive for industry to 
remain in the country and to com­
pete with their metropolitan counter­
parts. 

There can be no argument that 
country people are the backbone of 
Victoria. They create the new 
wealth of the country by growing 
wheat, wool and other primary pro­
duce, and in so doing contribute to 
the welfare of people in the city. In 
this regard I commend the Country 
Party for the part it is playing in 
serving the interests of country 
areas. 

The site for a fourth university 
in Victoria has been the subject of 
a good deal of discussion. I con­
gratulate the honorable member for 
Midlands who, in the autumn ses­
sional period, urged that this uni­
versity should be located in a 
country centre. He was successful 
and it is pleasing to know that the 
Government has decided to select a 
site at either Ballarat, Bendigo or 
Gee long. I believe there is a good 
chance of the university being 
located in Bendigo because of that 
city's advantageous geographical 
position and because the commit­
tee appointed by the Bendigo City 
Council has visited areas north of 
Bendigo, including the Riverina and 
Wangaratta, where it received excel­
lent co-operation, and was informed 
that the people there wished the 
university to be sited at Bendigo. 

I was disturbed to read in the 
Bendigo Advertiser of 16th Septem­
ber that the secretary of the Vic­
torian Universities Admissions Com­
mittee had stated that 2,500 students 
would be unable to gain admission 
to a university or a college of ad­
vanced education this year. That 
demonstrates beyond any doubt that 
a fourth university in Victoria is 
essential. 

I was also disturbed to read in the 
same newspaper, in its issue of 18th 
September, that Mr. McMullen, the 
president of the Victoria Institute 
of Colleges Staff Association Coun­
cil, opposed the location of a uni­
versity in the country and believed 
that students would have to be 
brought to it from the four corners 
of the State if it was to be filled. 
I remind Mr. McMullen and the 
people of Melbourne that country 
towns have supplied students to uni­
versities in the metropolis. My two 
sons had to leave home to study 
at the University of Melbourne. If 
there had been a university in the 
country, my sons could have re­
mained at home while being edu­
cated. To suggest that it will be 
necessary to bring students from the 
four corners of the State is incorrect. 

It is interesting to learn that it is 
proposed to start the erection of 
a regional diagnostic centre in 
Bendigo at a cost of about $1'3 mil­
lion. This centre will be of invalu­
able assistance to the farming 
community north of Bendigo and 
will fill a long-felt want in that area. 
Its establishment will benefit not 
only people in the country north of 
Bendigo, but also the people of Ben­
digo itself. 

Recently the Government an­
nounced that natural gas would be 
in Bendigo in June, 1973, an an­
nouncement which was greeted with 
delight by the people of my elector­
a teo I inquired about the route of 
the transmission lines and was in­
formed that they would commence 
from the Melbourne ring main and 
run to BalIan, Ballarat and eventu­
ally to the gas reception centre at 
Golden Square. That is a long way. 
The line will cost $6'5 million, but 
when natural gas is supplied to Bal­
larat, Daylesford and Bendigo, 
charges for it should be comparable 
with those which obtain in Mel­
bourne and this should encourage 
growth of the economy of those 
areas. 
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. My constituents consider that the 
electorate has immense tourist 
potential, and I was pleased to learn 
from the Minister for Local Govern­
ment that for tourist purposes it is 
proposed to retain a tramline and 
run trams from the Central Deborah 
gold mine through the main street of 
the city to the Chinese joss-house. 
This is expected to be an important 
attraction for city visitors. I am 
informed that during the past nine 
months 35,000 people have visited 
the mine, and I am sure that that 
number will increase as time goes by. 

I t is proposed to build a larger 
complex at the joss house site to 
house the famous Bendigo dragons 
and other Chinese relics. Honorable 
members, will be aware that in the 
early days the Chinese played an 
important part in mining in the area. 
The proposal to retain tram services 
will enable people to travel from the 
mine to the centre of the city, where 
they can see other interesting 
features, and then to the Chinese 
joss-house. I am sure it will prove 
to be an important tourist attraction, 
and that people will visit Ballarat 
and Sovereign Hill, then travel to 
Bendigo, Echuca and Swan Hill. 
They will thus be able to traverse 
a large area of the State which con­
tains many tourist attractions. 

Mr. TREWIN.-What about Ben­
alla? 

Mr. TRETHEWEY.-Benalla is a 
large city which attracts a consider­
able number of tourists who travel 
to Sydney. I believe it also has 
something to offer to the community. 

Conservation of the environment 
is a matter which is frequently raised 
and which, quite correctly, is receiv­
ing attention from the Government. In 
Bendigo the Whipstick area contains 
the famous Bendigo wax flowers and 
other flora as well as fauna. 
It is the wish of the Whips tick com­
mittee that this area should be re­
served in perpetuity so that it can be 
enjoyed by future generations, espe­
cially in spring time. 

I was interested to hear the views 
of the honorable member for Mel­
bourne, particularly those about 
the permissive society. On this sub­
ject, I commend the Chief Secretary 
for his efforts to curtail the publica­
tion of pornography which is preva­
lent in Victoria. I hope that, as a 
result of his efforts and those of 
members of this Parliament, Victoria 
wiH become a good clean State and 
that the people will be worthy to live 
in it. In conclusion, I say to the 
residents of Victoria I hope that in 
the future they will live in peace, love, 
and harmony. 

Mr. E. W. LEWIS (Dundas).-I 
endorse the words of the honorable 
member for Bendigo in congratu­
lating the mover and the seconder 
of the motion for the adoption 
of an Address-in-Reply. I also 
congratulate the honorable mem­
ber for Melbourne who, in his 
maiden speech, enlightened the 
House on many aspects of the needs 
of the community. That is far more 
than many other honorable members 
have done. It was odd that Gov­
ernment supporters interjected dur­
ing the honorable member's maiden 
speech. Apparently, they feared that 
his knowledge would show them up 
in some way. I commend the hon­
orable member for emphasizing the 
needs of human society. It is to 
those needs that our efforts should 
be directed. 

I congratulate the Government for 
adopting two policies of. the Labor 
Party. Apparently the Government 
has been so embarrassed that it felt 
it must introduce pay-roll tax con­
cessions for decentralized industry. 
It is heartening for a member of the 
Opposition to realize that by exercis­
ing persistence he can embarrass the 
Government into introdUCing legisla­
tion which is necessary for the well­
being of the State. The Government 
has also adopted the Labor Party 
policy of appointing an ombudsman 
who, I understand, will operate in 
the near future. 
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However, the so-called "new 
look" Government is not altogether 
new in its outlook. In the electorate 
I represent, the same old Liberal 
Party is putting up the same old 
candidate in the next State elec­
tions. He is probably one of the 
people most against anti-pollutionists 
and conservationists in the history 
of Victoria. The party of the "new 
look" Government is endorsing Cc old 
look" members of Parliament. 

During the short period I have 
been a member of Parliament, there 
have been some definite achieve­
ments in the electorate of Dundas. 
At one stage I thought I sounded 
like a broken record because I was 
making the same complaints after 
being here for some time, while the 
Government did nothing. However, 
some of the things I have been talk­
ing about and on which I have been 
pressing for Government action have 
been done. I am glad of that and 
perhaps I should congratulate the 
Government on doing them. 

Mr. WHITING.-It is a nice note 
to go out on. 

Mr. E. W. LEWIS.-I should like 
to be as sure of some other things 
as I am of retaining the seat of 
Dundas. 

Mr. STEPHEN.-The main thing is 
to be generous when you leave. 

Mr. E. W. LEWIS.-I shall not be 
relying on Democratic Labor Party 
preferences, as will the honorable 
member for Ballaarat South. Dur­
ing my period as a member of this 
House, the Government has opened 
two departmental offices in Stawell, 
one for the State Electricity Com­
mission and one for the Forests Com­
mission. There have been many im­
provements to the StaweIl High 
School which were badly needed. An 
assembly hall costing $100,000 has 
been built. A basketball stadium 
costing about the same sum has 
been erected. A geriatric ward, also 
costing about $100,000, has been 
opened at the hospital. These are all 

essential facilities for human beings 
living in the area which was much 
neglected by previous representa­
tives of the electorate. Tenders 
have been called for a football club­
room to cost about $64,000. Again, 
this is a community need; it is not 
something for a few people. 

Mr. REESE.-Is this being provided 
by the expenditure of Government 
money? 

Mr. E. W. LEWIS.-It is not all 
Government money. The sum of 
$34,000 has been provided by the 
Government from rural unemploy­
ment relief funds and the remainder 
by the Stawell Town Council, the 
football club and the athletic club. 
I congratulate them on their efforts 
in raising money, which is not 
easy in a community where there 
is unemployment and job oppor­
tunities are scarce. However, a 
community effort raised sufficient 
funds for this project. There is 
an area of neglect causing unem­
ployment in country areas, but I shall 
speak about that later. 

The Government has approved of 
the creation of a village as a tourist 
attra'ction at Stawell. This has my 
support and good wishes but how 
successful it will be remains to be 
seen. These things have been 
achieved since I became the member 
for Dundas and they .are far more 
than was achieved when Dundas 
was represented by a member of the 
Government. 

At Stawell, a new wing is needed 
at the high school and a day centre 
is needeo at the hospital. I hope 
these will be forthcoming in the near 
future. These projects will be under­
taken only because the Government 
is embarrassed as the needs have 
been so great for so long. The 
greatest need is at the Pleasant 
Creek Special School. The Assistant 
Minister of Education and I in­
spected the school recently. The 
Assistant Minister said that there 
were grey areas of responsibility for 
special schools. There is buck-pass­
ing between the Education Depart­
ment and the Mental Health Author­
ity and the Government should not 
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be proud of this. The Social Wel­
fare Department is also involved but 
not as much as the other two depart­
ments. 

It is unfortunate that special 
schools are neceassary, but the need 
for them is great. At the Pleasant 
Creek Special School there are not 
only children but also teenagers and 
older people who require special 
treatment. The teachers at the school 
are dedicated to their task although 
they work in appalling conditions. 
For a number of years, two extra 
rooms have been needed. An an­
swer to a question I asked earlier 
this year led me to believe that 
those two rooms would be built but, 
because of buck-passing within the 
Government, they have not been. I 
ask the Government to give special 
attention to the needs of this school, 
which provides for the intellectu­
ally handicapped. 

The Government should clear up 
the grey areas of responsibility so 
that they are either black or white, 
particularly in order to help the 
children at this school. It is 
a live-in schooL There are ten beds 
which could be utilized if the school 
could cope with more children but, 
quite rightly, attendance is limited 
to 132 children. The school could 
be extended with two extra rooms 
and I again ask the Government to 
see that these rooms are built. The 
school has had a number of suc­
cesses and recently it has trained 
teenage people to a sufficiently high 
standard to hold down jobs in the 
loca'! woollen mill. 

The first responsibility of Govern­
ment departments to handicapped 
and disabled people is to train them 
to take a useful part in the life of 
the community. It is not the pur­
pose of a department merely to pro­
long their lives; it is to help them 
to lead useful lives which will bene­
fit the community as a whole. The 
need for the training of these people 
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is great. There is also a need for a 
workshop in the area and the Gov­
ernment should establish it. 

A number of honorable members 
have spoken of tourism. The honor­
able member for Bendigo said that 
it was heartening that the Minister 
for Local Government had decided 
to keep certain trams running in 
Bendigo. Only last year there was a 
disagreement on this question bet­
ween the Government and the Oppo­
sition. The Government wanted to get 
rid of the trams and the Labor Party 
wanted them kept in operation. The 
trams are to be kept operating in a 
limited way as a tourist attraction. 

In moving the motion for the 
adoption of an Address-in-Reply, the 
honorable member for Gisborne 
spoke about the wonderful electorate 
he represents and referred to the 
airport at Tullamarine as the tourist 
gateway to Victoria. In following 
his former profession, I am sure 
that the honorable member often 
landed at Tullamarine and, if he 
was observant, which I sometimes 
doubt, he would have seen the 
quarries there which are not some­
thing of which Victoria can be proud. 
Any quarry is an eyesore from the 
air, and the quarries at Tullamarine 
are one of the biggest eyesores which 
visitors to Victoria could see. 

Mr. WHITING.-They are neces­
sary. 

Mr. E. W. LEWIS.-Of course 
quarries are necessary, but it is not 
necessary that they should be next 
to an international airport. If the 
quarries were there first, the inter­
national airport should have been 
located somewhere else, if it was to 
be the tourist gateway to Victoria. 

What is this" new look" Govern­
ment doing? The Minister of Water 
Supply has offered to sell water to 
municipalities at $2.35 an acre-foot. 
The Shire of Arapiles, which is in the 
electorate of Dundas, would like to 
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fill Lake Natimuk with water but, 
at $2.35 an acre-foot, that would 
cost $13,000. Where does the Min­
ister of Water Supply expect the 
municipality or the foreshore com­
mittee to find that sum of money? 
It could be argued that these lakes 
are not filled now because the head­
waters have been held back. That 
is not entirely true, but it is partly 
true. Municipalities or people try­
ing to promote tourism in various 
areas should not have to buy water 
which would have come to them 
in the natural course of events. 

During the first week of the 
sessional period, I asked a ques­
tion on the subject of the Minister re­
presenting the Minister for Tourism. 
I have not yet received a reply and 
I register my protest at this lack of 
courtesy. This is at a time when 
there is a record supply of water in 
the Grampians storages. If water is 
to be sold, it is proof that there is 
ample water available. 

For six years, the Balmoral High 
School has been sharing the facilities 
of the Balmoral Consolidated School. 
Over the years, :1 have asked many 
questions of the Minister of Educa­
tion relating to the building of the 
Balmoral High School and I have 
received the same old reply that 
contracts are being let, plans are 
being drawn up and so on. I ask the 
honorable gentleman seriously to 
consider this matter and not duck­
shove further plans for the school. 

I was pleased to hear the com­
ments o'f the Minister of Education 
that he proposed to combine high and 
technical schools in country areas. In 
some of these centres it is not neces­
sary to provide a strictly high school 
education or a strictly technical 
school education. This move is desir­
able. Members of the Opposition look 
at the State as a whole--unlike the 
members of the Country Party, who 
look only to one section of the State; 
once farmers they are farmers 
forever. 'Today, 20 per cent of the 

young people in my electorate finish 
up in the metropolitan area. I cannot 
afford to adopt the attitude that 
there is only one section in the 
State. I deplore the action of the 
Government in carving up the metro­
politan area with freeways and 
neglecting decentralization. 

Country towns have an important 
role to play in decen traliza tion. I 
should be ashamed of the Govern­
ment if it did not imp1ement some of 
the promises that were made in His 
Excellency's Speech. I refer parti­
cularly to preference for housing in 
country areas. His Excellency said -

First priority will be given by the Housing 
Commission to housing needs in country 
centres, especially the needs of new and ex­
isting industries. 

I support that principle but I cannot 
support the Government when it 
does not back that statement with 
sufficient money for the purpose. 
The Treasurer said that no more 
money would 'be made available but 
a reaUocation of funds would be 
made from the city to the country. 
Although that is something, the Gov-
. ernmen t should not be proud of the 
over-all picture. Housing should be 
provided in country areas before it is 
needed so that people can be at­
tracted to the areas. A policy 
should be adopted which could be 
likened to the Federal immigration 
policy under which temporary accom­
modation is offered to migrants and 
then when they get a job they move 
to their own homes. 

A number of hard-working com­
mittees - I instance the Hamilton 
Industrial Committee in this context 
-can attract industry to the 
country. I will not me·ntion the 
industry concerned, but it has a 
work force of 500 or 600 people. 
These people would not move to 
the Hamilton area because accom­
modation was not available. When 
this situation arises a decentraliza­
tion policy does not exist. Fur­
ther, a ceiling of $80 a week is 
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placed on the sum that a person can 
earn before he is disqualified 
from being eligible for a Hous­
ing Commission home. I realize 
that the commission waives that 
provision for some key per­
sonnel. The Government cannot 
expect people to move from Mel­
bourne to iHamilton if they have 
nowhere to 'live. There is no chance 
of industry establishing in the area 
unless accom'modation is found. 
There is truth in the old say­
ing that in this world one must have 
food and shelter. The food comes 
from the ability to work and the job 
provides the opportunity for she'lter, 
which is the home. Because of this 
lazy and incompetent Government 
there is no shelter in Hamilton. 

The honorable member for Mel­
bourne has said tihat when the 
Prime Minister speaks in the short 
term it is for five minutes, 
and that when he speaks in the long 
term it is for twenty minutes. That 
could be said equally of this Govern­
ment. I could relate the present 
situation to the old saying: Which 
comes first, the chicken or the egg? 
The Government should show some 
initiative and provide housing. If it 
did, the City of Hamilton could 
find the jobs - in this case, the 
eggs. 

A pressing need exists for decen­
tralization. I have lived in Hamilton 
for only ten years but people who 
have lived there longer have informed 
me that in 1932 the popUlation was 
10,000. It is still 10,000 in 1972. An 
atmosphere of confidence pervades 
the town but if the Government's 
present attitude continues and ade­
qua te housing is not provided for 
industry a damper will be thrown 
on the enthusiasm of the' town. 
Adequate housing should be provided 
not only for Hamilton but for every 
other major centre. We do not w·ant 
a new-look Government with old 
poUcies. The Liberal Party has en­
dorsed old members of Parliament 
with old ideas. In 1955, 65 per cent 
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of the Victorian population resided 
in Melbourne. Today the proportion 
has risen to 71 per cent. The Minister 
of Housing should again examine the 
situation of country accommodation 
and the 'Premier and Treasurer 
should consider making further allo­
cations of money. Members of the 
Opposition-I hope with the support 
of the Country Party-will continue 
to criticize the Government until this 
end is achieved. 

Mr. BIRRELL (Geelong).-The 
motion for the adoption of an Ad­
dress-in~Reply to His Excellency's 
Speech gIves honorable members an 
opportunity of pledging their loyalty 
and that of their constituents to the 
Crown, which in the Case of the 
constituents of the electorate of Gee­
long is 99 per cent. 

The Governor's Speech is an im­
provement on Speeches' of recent 
years because it goes into more 
detail in setting out the policies of 
the Government for the ensuing 
twelve months. 1 refer to the region­
a'lization of sodal welfare activities 
because, last Friday, three members 
of the Government party visited a 
decentralized sodal welfare centre 
in Geelong. This is an excellent idea. 

II also refer to public transport and 
I note the number of minor im­
provements on the 'Melbourne-Gee­
long railway line in which I am in­
terested. Some better-type carriages 
have been placed in service and two 
modern rail-motors are to run on this 
line. These are straws in the wind. 

,My main objective tonight is to 
speak on the contentious subject of 
decentralization, which is of interest 
in my electorate. A large part of the 
Governor's Speech deals specifically 
with this subject. 

Mr. Ross-EDWARDS.-It· was not 
too specific. 

Mr. BIRRELL.-No, but it was 
specific enough for me to comment 
on it. I am not commenting in a 
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very positive manner beeause Gee­
long is in a grey area. No one says 
whether Geelong is to be a decen­
tralized area. It is neither c-ity nor 
country. I believe the new policies 
are viable, desirable and must be 
implemented. Therefore, I 'am not 
being contentious on the matter con­
veyed in the Governor's Speech, but 
the local situation in Geelong is 
peculiar. 

Honorable members interjecting. 

Mr. BIRRELL. - An honorable 
member on my right says that Gee­
long is part of the metropolitan 
area. This is the problem; some say 
this, some say that. I contend that 
Geelong is an independent city out­
side the' metropolis. One almost 
thinks Geelong should be declared 
an independent republican town with 
the honorable member for Melbourne 
as its president. He would fit in very 
nicely. There are in evidence today 
policies of ambivalence and 'com­
promise - one might almost call -it 
a dichotomy - and a bloody head­
ache to .the local member. 

The DEPUTY SPEAKER (Sir Edgar 
Tanner).-Order! I ask the honorable 
member to withdraw that remark. 

Mr. BIRRELL.-It is a headache to 
the local member. I apologize, Mr. 
Deputy Speaker. 

The DEPUTY SPEAKER.-Order! 
That word is most unparliamentary. 
I ask the honorable member to with­
draw it. 

Mr. BIRRELL.-I withdraw the 
word entirely and I apologize to 
the Chair. Geelong cannot say 
whether it is country or city; no 
one knows where it lies. We know 
it is located on Corio Bay, but 
that is all. In 1967 when drought 
relief was provided in Victoria, Gee­
long w'as considered to be city and 
no relief was provided in the area. 
This year it is included in rural relief. 
Until two weeks ago, Geelong was 
regarded as metropolitan for appren­
ticeship purposes. Two weeks ago 
the following statement was made 

from Canberra by the Assistant 
Minister for Labour and National 
SerVice, Mr. Street, who, incidentally, 
comes from the Geelong area:-

lam particularly pl,eased that Geelong will 
no longer suffer the disability of being con­
sidered as part of the metropolitan area. 

The Minister was speaking in rela­
tion to apprenticeships. The people 
of Geelong want to have a designa­
tion one way or the other so that 
they will know where they stand. 

Mr. BORNSTEIN .-Whose fault is 
that? Does the honorable member 
think it has something to do with the 
lack of co-ordination between 
Government departments? 

Mr. BIRRELL.-I should like to 
know whose fault it is. Generally, 
Geelong is considered to be country. 
In relation to the grants that are 
available to municipalities for 
libraries and all the panoply of as­
sistance, Geelong is rated as a coun­
try area. When grants for art gal­
leries are 'allocated, Geelong receives 
the country art gallery grant. Tour­
ist grants are 'allo'cated on a country 
scale, and so on. As the honorable 
member for Geelong North is aw'are, 
Geelong gets the worst of all worlds 
because odours from the sewerage 
farm at Werribee blow over Geelong 
and nothing can be done to get rid of 
that metropolitan influence. Geelong 
suffers 'a degree of disability in three 
particular areas. 

In 1943 subsidies on capital 
works for water trusts were brought 
into existence. At that time for 
some reason Geelong was left out 
and, with rising interest rates, it 
has continued to be left out during 
the intervening 29 years. Geelong 
is considered to be metropolitan for 
water subsidies. I do not know how 
this was justified in the first place, 
but obviously no retribution of any 
sort has. been made. Geelong is still 
considered to be metropolitan on 
that score. A similar situation 'ap­
plies to decentralization. There is no 
decentralized industry in Geelong or 
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in the region of Geelong. Prior to 
1963, when the Commercial Goods 
Vehicles Act came into existence, the 
Government established the Distribu­
tion of Population Committee. The 
committee drew a 50-mile radius 
around Melbourne inside of which 
there was to be no decentralization 
policy. However, I want to put cer­
tain information hot on the line, so 
to speak. Two members of the com­
mittee had interests within the 50-
mile radius within which a number 
of towns were declared to be ex­
empted. Those towns were within 
the electorates of the two members 
of the committee. In other words, 
the committee was nothing more 
than a racket. It was an all-party 
Parliamentary committee. 

When the line was drawn 50 miles 
around, Melbourne, all towns with 
some industrial potential, except 
Geelong, were included. Bacchus 
Marsh and the whole lot were 
included as decentralized cities. 
Incidentally, Geelong was farther 
away from Melbourne than the 
towns that were exempted. Bacchus 
Marsh is 30 miles from Mel­
bourne and Geelong is 46. What is 
the explanation? Geelong has this 
inherent inability to cut into decen­
tralization benefits, whatever they 
may be. Some people claim that the 
benefits are not much. 

Mr. GINIFER.-Which committee 
was this? 

Mr. BIRRELL.-The Distribution 
of Population Committee in which 
the former Leader of the Labor Party 
was prominent. 

Mr. GINIFER.-Is the honorable 
member suggesting that the commit­
tee was a racket? 

Mr. BIRRELL.-I am just saying 
that in these major areas Geelong 
appears to be out on a limb. No 
()ne seems to be able to describe it 
as city' or country, decentralized or 
non-decentralized. 

Mr. GINIFER.-In other words, it 
is nondescript. 

Mr. BIRRELL.-Yes, but, peculi­
arly, Geelong is the one area in Vic­
toria which can effectively be de­
cen tralized and take Melbourne on 
at its own game. In other words, 
Geelong could be a competitor. In 
terms of electoral boundaries, I am 
an urban fellow - I am even con­
sidered to be a city fellow - and 
I am unhappy about it. Similarly, 
the honorable member for Geelong 
North has an urban classification. 
This may be due to circumstances, but 
we would certainly like some clari­
fication. 

Mr. B. J. EVANS.-Is not the Gov­
ernment to blame? 

Mr. BIRRELL.-It may be. When 
the Bland report was recently com­
piled, the same little bubbles rose 
to the surface. Geelong was in­
formed that it could have wider 
rights of operation with as-of-right 
transport licences, and so on. 
However, when certain goods are to 
be carried throughout the State, they 
must be transported by rail. This 
applies to the bulk of the transport 
between Geelong and Melbourne; 
it includes bulk cement, wire from 
Rylands, car bodies, aluminium in­
gots, and so on. Obviously, they 
were all highlighted as being pro­
ducts from Geelong. The rest of the 
State would hardly be affected be­
cause it could be assisted by de­
centralization policies, from which 
Geelong cannot benefit. 

The sooner the Government, as a 
Government, and not a Ministry as 
a Ministry, or a department as a 
department, lays down a uniform 
policy for the Geelong area, the hap­
pier we will be. We will know where 
we stand. At the moment the posi­
tion is a hotchpotch. With regard 
to decentralization, Gee long is in a 
very grey 'area. I should like Gee­
long's position to be written out in 
either black or white. 

On the motion of Mr. WILKES 
(Northcote), the debate was ad­
journed. 

It was ordered that the debate be 
adjourned until Tuesday, September 
26. 
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ADJOURNMENT. 
EDUCATION DEPARTMENT: TRANS-

FER OF TEACHER - BUSINESS OF 
THE HOUSE: DAYS OF SITTING­
POLICE DEPARTMENT: INCREASED 
SUPERVISION AT EAST KEILOR­
CHIEF SECRETARY'S DEPARTMENT: 
CONTROL OF TRAIL MOTOR CYCLE 
DRIVING - DEPARTMENT OF LABOUR 
AND INDUSTRY: LABELLING OF 
CLOTHING: RETRAINING OF DIs­
PLACED WORKERS - DEPARTMENT 
OF HEALTH: USE OF COMMON­
WEALTH ACCOMMODATION FOR 
GERIATRIC PATIENTS - LAW DE­
PARTMENT: RESPONSIBILIY OF Jus­
TICES OF THE PEACE-MORDIALLOC 
CREEK: POLLUTION - SWIMMING 
POOLS: SAFETY PRECAUTIONS. 

Mr. THOMPSON (Minister of Edu­
cation) .-1 move-

That .the House, at its rising, adjourn 
until tomorrow, at half-past Three o'clock. 

The motion was agreed to. 

Mr. THOMPSON (Minister of Edu­
cation) .-1 mDve-

That the House do now adjourn. 

Mr. AMOS (Morwell).-I wish to 
raise a matter concerning the activi­
ties of the Minister of Education. 
Recently representations were made 
by the school committee of the Glen­
garry West Primary School Dn be­
half of a school teacher who had 
been asked by the Education De­
partment to transfer to' -another 
school. After the matter was pro­
cessed by the Education Department, 
an answer was supplied to the effect 
that the department regretted that a 
favourable decision could not be given 
and that the school teacher con­
cerned would have to move on. 
The school committee then ap­
proached me as the local member 
and asked me to take up this matter 
Dn its behalf. At that time honorable 
members were informed that the 
responsibility for primary education 
was to rest with the Assistant Min­
ister of Education. The matter was 
duly raised with the Assistant Min­
ister's administrative staff and the 
Minister was requested to give 
favourable consideration to a review 

O'f this decision, because the teacher 
concerned was undertaking his final 
year of studies at the Gippsland 
Institute of Advanced Education and, 
as he had only twelve months to go, 
a favourable decision could have a 
marked influence on his career. It 
was felt that if he was transferred 
to another locality, this could very 
well mean the end of his studies at 
the institute and the end of any 
furtherance of his career in that 
area. 

In view of this, 1 ask the Minister 
responsible for the administration of 
this section of the Education Depart­
ment to review this decision and 
consider the points raised in my 
previous representations. 

Mr. WILKES (Northcote).-I ask 
the Minister of Education to inform 
the House of the Government's in­
tention with regard to meetings of 
Parliament Dn Thursdays so that 
members representing country elec­
torates may make appropriate ar­
rangements. 

Mr. GINIFER (Deer Park).-I 
direct the attention of the Chief 
Secretary to the need for more ade­
quate police supervision within the 
Avondale Heights-East Keilor sec­
tion of my electorate. In so doing, I 
desire to cite an example of this need. 
Voluntary organizations have been 
attempting to provide adequate 
social gatherings for young people 
in that area but, unfortunately, on a 
number of occasions the gatherings 
have been disrupted. 

This problem has been brought to 
my attention by the Avondale 
Heights-East Keilor Presbyterian Fel­
lowship of Australia which, in a let­
ter to me, has written that when it 
has organized dances and social 
functions at the East Keilor Com­
munity Centre it has notified the 
Essendon and Avondale Heights 
police stations but those stations 
have insufficient staff to enable a 
reasonable coverage of the functions 
to be provided or to make one or 
two visits to them each evening. 
Because of this there have been 
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most un savoury disturbances at these 
gatherings and it has made it difficult 
for people who are attempting to 
assist youth in the area to do so. One 
paragraph of the letter reads-

A week before our dance, we notified the 
Essendonand Avondale Heights police stat­
ions who informed us they would try to call 
in if in the area. Seven volunteer adult males 
were on door duty in an endeavour to main­
tain law and order, but despite this, it was 
necessary to call the police three times inside 
forty five minutes. No police cars were in the 
area, and almost an hour passed before 
some detectives cars arrived on the scene. By 
this time some of our members had been 
roughly handled in an attempt to keep the 
peace. 

I hope that as a result of any future 
rationalization of the Police Depart­
ment within the western suburbs, 
this new and rapidly developing sec­
tion of my electorate will be able to 
receive more attention and super­
vision from the Police Force. 

Mr. TREWIN (Benalla).-I direct 
the attention of the Chief Secretary 
to a situation which has developed 
in the past twelve to eighteen 
months, around the shores of Lake 
Eildon particularly in the Shire of 
Mansfield. In that area a new sport, 
known as trail bike riding, is being 
actively ·fol'lowed. 11he country in 
that shire is hilly, and is apparently 
considered to be most suitable for 
this sport. 

The people with trail bikes come 
from the metropoIitan areas. Upon 
inquiry it has been found that none 
of the bikes are owned by people 
living in the shire. Transport to the 
hills surrounding Lake EHdon is by 
road or by boat, and the trail bike 
riders do not seek permission to 
enter private pro.perty. 'I1hey simply 
drive in by car or sail boats to the 
shore of the lake and then disem­
bark. 

An increasing number of people 
are taking part in this activity, and 
the landholders in the area a're con­
cerned that on many occasions gates 
have been left open. As yet, no real 
damage has been done, but a great 
deal of concern has been expressed 
about the effect that this sport might 

have when it is being carried on in 
the dry period which is to be ex­
pected within six to eight weeks. 
The landholders consider that some 
type of restriction must. be imposed 
on the people who are participating 
in this practice. 

It is thought that the hikes should 
be registered, and I believe this will 
probably be done. Since this is a 
matter of grave concern to land­
holders, it is contended that certain 
restrictions should be imposed con­
cerning the days on which those in­
volved can enter cer-tain areas and 
that they must obtain permission 
before entering private property. 
This new and hazardous sport should 
be regulated in such a way that 
private landholders win receive more 
consideration than they do. now. 

IFire brigades in the area are con­
cerned that, unless restrictions are 
placed on this sport, the fire hazard 
which naturaUy exists in the a'rea 
will be increased and serious prob­
lem could arise in the next period of 
fire danger. 

Mr. W. J. LEWIS (Portland).­
I direct the Governmen't's attention 
to 'false labelling of clothing. Re­
cently a garment brought to me was 
labelled "100 per cent wool" but 
had another label under it which 
said "75 per cent orlon ". Honorable 
members are a ware that wool is by 
rar the best fabric obtainable because 
ilt is hard to bum. A synthetic gar­
ment Which is labelled "aU wool" 
could be very dangerous to chUdren 
because it would not have the pro­
tection against fire that one would 
expect from reading the label. 'It is 
essenHal that garments should be 
correctly labelled so 'that buyers may 
be sure of the material in them. 

Mr. SIMMONDS (Reservoir).-I 
draw to the attention of the Minister 
of Labour and Industry a press state­
ment by an employer organization 
yesterday that some 260,000 workers 
in Australia are facing unemploy­
ment as a result of technological 
changes. I ask the Minister to con­
sider uti'lizing the services of the 
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Advisory Committee on Automation 
which was established under his 
chairmanship to advise the honor­
able gentleman on questions of auto­
mation. I ask the Minister to have 
the committee immediately investi­
gate the problem of workers who 
have been or will be displaced be­
cause of changes in technology. I 
point out that the committee has met 
on only three occasions since it was 
established in 1968, its last meeting 
having been held on 10th February, 
1969. 

lIn the Commonwealth sphere, a 
survey in November of last year 
disclosed that 2,070 workers in the in­
dustries surveyed had been displaced. 
Of that number, the Commonwealth 
considered 57 applications for retrain­
ing. It rejected 33, and approved 
6 of them, 11 others were withdrawn 
and 7 were still under consideration; 
so that from 57 applications out of 
2,070 displaced employees only 6 
were approved for the Common­
wealth retraining scheme.- If the 
State is to do anything about the 
unemployment crisis, the IMinister 
should reconstitute the committee 
and keep it in operation. 

Mr. FELL (Greensborough).-I 
direct the aUention of the Minister 
of Health, the 'Minister of Housing 
and the Premier to problems asso­
ciated with the provision of geriatric 
facilities. AU honorable members are 
aware of the delays which are in­
volved in attempting to ob'tain spe­
cialist type of accommodation and, 
as I have informed the House prev­
ious'ly, there is a vast amount of new 
migrant accommodation at WHtona 
migrant hostel which is closing 
down. It is a fully-equipped, multi­
million dollar project with special 
dining-room facilities for the accom­
modation of migrants. It is not being 
used for that purpose. It contains no 
fewer than 124 flats which are stand­
ing idle. They are fully furnished but 
they are not being used. The Mari­
byrnong hostel and the IMidway 
hostel are vacant at the present time. 

II asked the Minister of Housing on 
27th April of this year what action 
could be taken to have this special 
accommoda tion transferred to the 
State for emergency housing of fam­
ilies, for Darby and Joan units or 
for geriatric patients. On 10th May 
I received a courteous reply from the 
Minister which stated that an invest­
igation had been made and it was 
found not desirable to use facilities 
of the Camp Pell type. 

That is understandable, but I am 
now speaking of buildings of the 
latest design which are air-condit­
ioned and centrally heated. I ask the 
Premier to in'tercede in this mlatter, 
because I believe that, in conjunction 
with the Commonwealth, efforts 
must be made to stop this enormous 
waste of millions of dollars of public 
money. The buildings wiU not be 
used for migrant accommodation, at 
least in the near future, and they 
would provide suitable accommoda­
tion for people who cannot obtain it. 
I ask that the Premier investigate 
this matter with the :Minister of 
Housing and the Minister of Helalth 
with a view to ascertaining what can 
be done to stop this colossal waste. 

Mr. B. J. EVANS (Gippsland 
East) .-1 wish to draw to the atten­
tion of the Attorney-General a prob­
lem which confronted one of my 
constituents - a widow living in 
Bairnsdale-whose twenty-year old 
son was recently fined $50 for an 
offence; and when he failed to pay 
this sum he was committed to Pent­
ridge Gaol. The mother was not 
notified until about twenty minutes 
before the lad was taken from the 
City Watchhouse. As she lives so far 
from Melbourne, it was difficult, in 
the circumstances, for her to do 
much, but she endeavoured to get in 
touch with a number of justices of 
the peace with the object of paying 
the fine and having her son released. 
When she failed to do so she was 
obliged to travel 170 miles to Mel­
bourne. 
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The incident involving the lad took 
place on the night of Saturday, 10th 
June. After arriving in Melbourne in 
company with her nephew the 
mother contacted 24 justices of the 
peace before she found one who 
would take the necessary action to 
have her son released from gaol. 
This was five days after the lad's 
com'mittal to prison. 

Naturally the woman was very 
disturbed by this incident, which 
raised the question of the responsi­
bilities of justices to respond to 
requests for assistance under circum­
stances such as these. I ask the At­
torney-General whether he win in­
dicate the responsibility of a justice 
of the peace in these circumstances. 
It seems unreasonable that it should 
have been necessary for 24 justices, 
plus a further six who were tele­
phoned from Bairnsdale-that would 
not be inexpensive- to be contacted 
before one of them would take the 
necessary action. 

If required, I can provide the 
names and telephone numbers of 
some of the justices of the peace 
who were contacted by this woman. 
An important principle is involved, 
particularly as it relates to parents 
of children who live in the city. If 
unfortunately children get into diffi­
culties such as I have outlined there 
should be a more ready access to 
the proper procedures. 

Mr. FORDHAM (Footscray).-I 
refer to an alleged offer to dredge 
the Mordialloc Creek in conjunction 
with recent operations for the laying 
of the ethane gas pipeline. On 12th 
September, I asked the Minister for 
Fuel and Power -

Can the Minister for Fuel and Power con­
firm that the Government accepted an offer 
by the Esso-Hematite group-made in con­
junction with the application to build the 
ethane gas pipeline - to dredge the 
Mordialloc Creek? If the Government accept­
ed that offer, can the honorable gentleman 
explain why the work has not been done, 
especially taking into account that the 
dredge which would have undertaken 
the project has now been shifted from the 
area? 

The Minister replied -
No such offer was made to the Govern­

ment. 
Certain information on this matter 
has been brought to my attention. 
A press release by the secretary of 
the ,Ministry of Fuel and Power on 
24th June, 1971, states in part -

Mr. Court advised of two environment 
improval projects to be undertaken when 
the pipeline is laid. 

1. The laying of a string of artificial reefs 
across the bed of the bay to attract 
marine life back to the " ecologically 
dead" areas. 

2. Removal of the sandbank at the mouth 
of the Mordialloc Creek, the cause 

. of pollution for some years. 
It is possible to carry out these particular 

projects simply because the right sort of 
s.p ecialist equipment would be available in 
the right place at the right time. 
That release was reported in the 
daily press on 25th June, 1971, and 
a lengthy article in the Australian 
Financial Review of 28th June, 1971, 
stated, inter alia-

In addition to offering the " bonus" of the 
artificial reef, Esso-B.H.P. has also promised 
to clear the sandbar at the mouth of the 
Mordialloc Creek and remove rubbish and 
sludge from the lower creek which is now 
heavily polluted. 
That was confirmed in a letter dated 
12th July, 1971, from Mr. Court, the 
secretary to the town clerk of the 
City of IMordialloc. 'Mr. Court 
stated -

With reference to the press report ann­
ouncing the dredging of the Mordialloc 
Creek, I desire to inform you that the prime 
contractors for the project, Ingram Con­
tractors Australia Limited, have indicated to 
the Government that because of their spec­
ialised equipment being available, they will 
be prepared to carry out this work in con­
junction with the laying of the line. 
In view of the significance of this 
offer and the enormous publicity and 
benefit the contractors received 
when the magnanimous gesture was 
made, it seemed that they would be 
required to honour the offer and that 
the work should be undertaken, 
especially taking into account the 
problem of the Mordialloc Creek. I 
hope the Government will now 
examine this offer and determine 
what steps can be taken to follow it 
through. 
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Mr. DIXON (St. Kilda).-I direct 
the attention of the Minister repre­
senting the Minister for Local Gov­
ernment to the number of drownings 
that have occurred in private swim­
ming pools. About nineteen of these 
drownings have occurred in Victoria 
this year, and only six of the victims 
were adults. Urgent action should 
be taken to ensure that more pro­
tective measures around swimming 
pools are taken. 

,I am aware that the Minister is 
having prepared a report on the use of 
private swimming pools and that 
considera tion has been given to 
safety factors such as fences and 
gates. I should like to put forward 
two suggestions which I hope may 
be incorporated in the report. The 
first is tha t an alarm system should 
be installed in the pools. This was 
suggested by the President of the El­
wood Lifesaving Club, ,Mr. Jack 
Conabere, who should be consulted, 
because he can advise on safety pre­
cautions. 

The second suggestion is that a 
net should be placed over the pool 
when the pool is not in use. 

I trust that the Minister will take 
these suggestions into account, make 
the report available as soon as pos­
sible, and enforce regulations which 
will ensure that deaths by drowning 
in private swimming pools will be 
minimized. 

Mr. WILCOX (Minister of Trans­
port) .---11 will draw to the attention 
of the Minister for Local Govern­
ment the matter raised by the hon­
orable member for St. Kilda. 

Mr. MEAGHER (Chief Secre­
tary) .-On a number of occasions 
the honorable member for Greens­
borough has referred to a proposal 
that Commonwealth hostels should 
be used by the Housing Commission 
as emergency housing establish­
ments. The honorable member 
quoted a letter written by me when 
I was Minister of Housing in which 
I rejected the proposal on the 
grounds, inter alia, that the Govern­
ment did not want to establish a 

new Camp Pell. In fairness, the 
honorable member should have 
mentioned the remainder of that 
letter which, from memory, pointed 
out, firstly, that the Commonwealth 
Government was not prepared to 
hand over the hostels because it 
might have other needs for them; 
and, secondly, that because of the 
nature of the establishments they 
could be used only in an institutional 
way rather than for private housing. 
What I feared was that institutions 
would be created for under-priv­
ileged people rather than giving 
them decent individual housing, and 
I much prefer the latter proposition. 

When I was Minister of Housing 
I endeavoured whenever an emer­
gency arose to go to extreme lengths 
to ensure that people were put not 
into emergency accommodation but 
into a permanent home, and I should 
much prefer that this policy should 
be continued. I suggest that there 
may be a purpose for which the hos­
tels could be used but it would be for 
some sort of institutional arrange­
ment. I therefore reject the idea of 
their use for emergency housing. 

Another aspect of emergency hous­
ing is that if ten houses are held in 
stock the first ten emergencies will 
eliminate the stock. The only way 
in which to deal with an emergency 
is to take whatever administrative 
action is necessary at the time to help 
a family. That is the only prac­
tical way in which to look at the 
matter. 

Mr. FELL.-What about Darby and 
Joan accommodation? 

Mr. MEAGHER.-The provision of 
Darby and Joan pensioner accommo­
dation is proceeding apace and is be­
ing accelerated. It is specialized sub­
sidized accommodation provided for 
pensioners. It is not in the same cate­
gory as emergency accommodation to 
which I think the honorable member 
was referring when he first raised this 
matter. 

The honorable member for Benalla 
expressed concern about damage 
done by trail bikes in country areas. 
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Legislation to control these machines 
and other similar vehicles is being 
prepared, and in conjunction with 
tha t legislation certain regula tions 
will be promulgated by the various 
departments concerned. I assure the 
honorable member that the matter 
will be adequately dealt with. 

The honorable member for Deer 
Park is concerned about interference 
with certain youth groups in his 
area by gangs of louts, and has 
asked for more police protection. I 
shall be grateful if the honorable 
member will provide me with details 
of where these incidents have 
occurred so that proper action can 
be taken. 

Sir GEORGE REID (Attorney­
General) .-The honorable member 
for Gippsiand East raised a mat­
ter concerning a mother who was 
endeavouring to obtain bail for 
her son serving a sentence in 
gaol. I ask the honorable mem­
ber to supply me in writing 
with details of the case so that 
I can fully investigate it. It 
is a matter which I shall discuss 
with the Minister for Social Welfare 
and inquire whether facilities have 
been approved for persons to obtain 
bail at various prison establishments 
instead of having to seek out justices. 

Mr. SCANLAN (Minister without 
Portfolio) .-During the absence 
from Victoria of the Minister of Edu­
cation I have handled a number of 
matters among which I suspect is 
the matter alluded to by the honor­
able member for Morwell. There 
are approximately 50 cases similar 
to that which has been Cited where 
it has been found necessary to put 
teachers in other placements in the 
department. The position generally 
is that these teachers are receiving 
quite a high salary, but their classi­
fied position is quite low. 

It is felt by the department that 
they should have a position in the 
department which is commensurate 
with their salary and responsibility. 
Therefore, the department is unable 
to vary the circumstances and pre­
cedent that has been established for 

fear that it will involve more than 
50 teachers in a similar position. 
The department views the situation 
with a great deal of understanding. 
It appreciates the difficulty that con­
fronts the teachers when they are 
placed in another position. 

I can only add that in many cases 
drawn to the department's attention 
in the interim period when corres­
pondence has been forwarded many 
teachers have successfully applied for 
positions and it would be impossible 
for the Education Department to un­
do the placements that have been 
granted on the teachers' own appli­
cations. I am not certain in this 
instance that the teacher has been 
granted a placement in the normal 
range of applications. 

Mr. THOMPSON (Minister of Edu­
cation) .-The Deputy Leader of the 
Opposition sought information on 
behalf of members, particularly 
country members, about Thursday 
sittings of the House during the 
next two weeks. It is not in­
tended that the House should sit 
on Thursday this week, and as the 
following Thursday is Show 
Day it seems reasonable that the 
House should not sit on that day. 

Mr. BALFOUR (Minister for Fuel 
and Power).-In dealing with the 
matter raised by the honorable mem­
ber for Footscray, I repeat the 
answer which I supplied to his ques­
tion without notice last week; 
namely, that I have no knowledge 'Of 
an offer being made to the Govern­
ment by Esso-B.H.P. to clear 
Mordialloc Creek. I must admit that 
last year I was overseas from 23rd 
June to about 15th August and I 
should be pleased if the honorable 
member would provide me with 
copies of the correspondence which 
he has mentiDned this evening. 

One other matter that he men­
tioned was the establishment of a 
reef in Port Phillip Bay by Esso­
B.H.P. during construction of the 
ethane pipeline. I understand that 
this is a m,atter between the Fisheries 
and Wildlife Branch :and the con­
tractors, and if agreement can be 
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reached between those parties the 
reef will be constructed. I cannot 
inform the honorable member any 
further. I will be quite happy to' 
make full inquiries and should be 
pleased if the honor,able member 
would provide copies of the corres­
pondence from which he has quoted. 

Mr. W. J. LEWIS (Portland).-I 
w·ant to know whether there 'is a 
Minister who is able toO give an 
answer to my query about the label­
ling of garments. 

Mr. ROSSITER (Mjnister of 
Health).-The labelling ·of garments 
is a matter f.or the Minister of 
Labour and Industry, and I will 
draw it to his attention. 

The motion was agreed to. 
The House adjourned at 10.23 p.m. 

mtgis!atint <!tunu!i!. 
Wednesday, September 20, 1972. 

The PRESIDENT (the Hon. R. W. 
Garrett) took the chair at 4.25 p.m., 
and read the prayer. 

STATE DEVELOPMENT 
COMMITTEE. 

REPORT ON DISPOSAL OF GARBAGE AND 
OTHER RUBBISH. 

The Hon. A. W. KNIGHT (Mel­
bourne West Province) asked the 
Minister of Agriculture-

(a) What sections of the progress report 
of the State Development Committee on 
the disposal and/or destruction of gar­
bage and other rubbish have been put into 
effect? 

(b) What further actions are proposed 
in respect of recommendations in the re­
port? 

Sir GILBERT CHANDLER (Minis­
ter of Agriculture) .-1 must apologize 
to the honorable member for not 
having the answer available. 1 have 
taken up the matter with the Prem­
ier's Department and I expected an 
answer today. 1 will ensure that the 

Premier's Department is again con­
tacted in a few minutes with a view 
to obtaining a reply. This has been 
going on for too long and I agree 
with Mr. Knight that it is about time 
an answer was received from the 
Premier's Department. 

LAW DEPARTMENT. 
VAGRANCY AND CONSORTING 

CONVICTIONS. 
The Hon. J. W. GALBALLY (Mel­

bourne North Province) asked the 
Minister for Local Government-

(a) How many persons were convicted 
of vagrancy and consorting, respectively, 
in the year ended 31st December, 1971? 

(b) How many persons convicted of an 
offence of vagrancy and consorting, respec­
tively, were sentenced to a term of im­
prisonment in 1971? 

The Hon. A. J. HUNT (Minister for 
Local Government) .-1 am in a posi­
tion similar to that of the Leader of 
the House. An answer to the ques­
tion has not yet been supplied to me, 
but I shall follow the matter up. 

WESTERNPORT. 
PROPOSED JET AIRPORT. 

The Hon. D. E. KENT (Gippsland 
Province) asked the Minister of Agri­
culture-

Is it proposed to establish a jet airport 
in the Westernport region within the next 
fifteen years; if so, when will a definite 
statement be made on a proposed site? 

Sir GILBERT CHANDLER (Min­
ister of Agriculture) .-The answer 
is-

Investigations re the location of a second 
airport for Melbourne are being carried out 
by the State Planning Council and these 
include sites within the Westernport region. 
It is not possible at this stage to indicate 
when the investigations will be completed. 

TURF RESEARCH AND ADVISORY 
INSTITUTE. 

ESTABLISHMENT. 
The Hon. A. W. KNIGHT (Mel­

bourne West Province) asked the 
Minister of Housing-

Has an earth research organization been 
established by the Government; if so (i) 
when; (ii) what is the basis of its operation; 
(iii) how will the body be financed; and (iv) 
what people will have recourse to same? 
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The Hon. V. O. DICKIE (Minister 
of Housing) .-On reading the ques­
tion, I am wondering whether the 
honorable member knows that it is in 
fact World Earth Week, which con­
cerns the environment. Some con­
fusion has arisen whether the ques­
tion relates to World Earth Week 
or to the earth so far as the Depart­
ment of Agriculture is concerned. 

Sir GILBERT CHANDLER (Min­
ister of Agriculture) (By leave) .-1 
am wondering whether the honorable 
member means the proposed Turf 
Research and Advisory Institute. 
which is currently under consider­
ation, and the proposed activities of 
the Turf Research and Advisory 
Service concerning bowling clubs and 
similar bodies. 

The Hon. A. W. KNIGHT (Mel­
bourne West Province) (By leave). 
-There appears to be some con­
fusion in the ranks of the Govern­
ment as to which Minister should 
provide the answer. The Leader of 
the House is correct in asserting that 
the question relates to his adminis­
tration and I ask that the question be 
repeated on the next day of meeting. 

Sir GILBERT CHANDLER.-I can pro­
vide a verbal answer now. 

The Hon. A. W. KNIGHT.-I hope 
it is in writing. 

Sir GILBERT CHANDLER (Min­
ister of Agriculture) (By leave).­
The answer will appear in Hansard. 
Apparently the question relates to 
the proposed Turf Research and 
Advisory Institute. I suggest that 
the honorable member should be 
more careful in framing his ques­
tions. If he had done so on this 
occasion he would have received an 
answer from the Department of 
Agriculture. First of all the subject 
is turf research, not earth research. 

For some years, there has been a 
desire by the Royal Victorian Bowls 
Association, with which the honorable 
member is familiar, golf clubs, racing 
clubs and similar bodies rep­
resenting sports which use turf, for 
the establishment of a Turf Research 
and Advisory Institute. The Govern-

ment has agreed to make available 
some $77,000 to establish the Turf 
Research and Advisory Institute at 
the vegetable research station at 
Frankston. The institute will be estab­
lished on an area of about 10 acres 
and will involve additional expendi­
ture of $15,000 a year over and above 
the $20,000 a year that the Depart­
ment of Agriculture is already spend­
ing on this form of research and 
advisory services. 

The Hon. A. W. KNIGHT.-In other 
words, $35,000 a year? 

Sir GILBERT CHANDLER.-An 
amount of $35,000 for the first year; 
the $20,000 that the Department 
of Agriculture is putting into the 
scheme will be continued each year. 
This is over and above the establish­
ment cost of $77,000. For the first 
year, the additional cost will be some 
$15,000, for the second year, ap­
proximately $20,000 and for the 
third year, by which time the insti­
tute should be fully operative, the 
additional amount will be about 
$26,000. 

The bow ling association, the golf 
association, the Victoria Amateur 
Turf Club, the Victoria Racing Club, 
the Melbourne City Council and, I be­
lieve, other municipalities throughout 
the State will be utilizing the service 
and will have access to it. I believe it 
will be one of the outstanding insti­
tutes of its kind in Australia. 

LOCAL GOVERNMENT FINANCE. 
COPIES OF REPORT OF BOARD 

OF INQUIRY. 
The Hon. H. A. THOMAS (Mel­

bourne West Province) asked the 
Minister for Local Government-

In view of the fact that the report of the 
Board of Inquiry into Local Government 
Finance was based on evidence of which 75 
per cent was submitted by the representa­
tives of local councils throughout Victoria, 
will he inform honorable members why 
councils did not receive more than one copy 
of the report? 

The Hon. A. J. HUNT (Minister for 
Local Government) .-The answer 
is-

Command papers are printed under the 
authority of the Parliament or of either 
House thereof, and at the cost of Parliament, 
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and are available to honorable members 
free of charge in numbers allocated at the 
time pursuant to the authority of the rele­
vant presiding officer, and to all others in­
terested at a price assessed in accordance 
with the cost of printing. In this instance the 
Local Government Department, from funds 
provided for the board of inquiry, took the 
unusual step of arranging for sufficient mul­
tilithed copies in order to make one im­
mediately available to every municipality 
forthwith upon presentation of the report 
to the House. 
I believe that action was appreciated 
by the municipalities. 
Further copies can be made available by 
honorable members from their limited allo­
cations, or purchased by municipalities or 
the public at the price of $1,70 each. The 
honorable member will appreciate that the 
Parliament necessarily has a limited vote 
for printing, and that the officers of each 
House are constrained by the provision 
which Parliament itself makes for the pur­
pose. 

The Hon. H. A. THOMAS (Mel­
bourne West Province) (By leave). 
-Is there a 'limit to the number of 
copies that honorable members can 
obtain? 

The Hon. A. J. HUNT.-The answer 
made that clear. 

The Hon. H. A. THOMAS.-The 
Minister did not make the position of 
councils clear. 

DEPARTMENT OF HEALTH. 
KINDERGARTEN TEACHERS: LONG 

SERVICE LEAVE. 

The Hon. C. A. MITCHELL (West­
ern Province) asked the Minister of 
Housing, for the Minister of HeaIth-

What provision is made for long service 
leave payments to kindergarten teachers 
who are subsidized by the Government? 

The Hon. V. O. DICKIE (Minister of 
Housing) .-The answer supplied by 
the Minister of Hea1th is-

None. The subsidy provided is one equiva­
lent only to the amount of salary to which 
the kindergartner employed in conducting 
the kindergarten is entitled under the ap­
propriate wages board determination. 

BURIAL AT SEA. 

The Hon. C. A. MITCHELL 
(Western Province) asked the Mini­
ster of Housing, for the Minister of 
Health-

What is the procedure concerning a 
request for burial at sea? 

The Hon. V. O. DICKIE (Minister 
of Housing).-The Minister of Health 
has supplied the following ans;wer:-

Burial of bodies within territorial waters 
controlled by the State of Victoria is not 
permitted. All burials in Victoria must take 
place in a public cemetery in the terms of 
the Cemeteries Act 1958 or in a private 
burial ground with the approval of the 
Commission of Public Health. 

However, if it was desired to arrange 
for a body to be buried in waters outside 
of the control of the Victorian Government 
arrangements would have to be made for 
the necessary clearances to be issued by a 
coroner and by the Commonwealth auth­
orities. These prohibitions would not apply 
to the strewing of cremated remains. 

CYCLONE FORGINGS PTY. LTD. 

CLOSURE OF WONTHAGGI PLANT. 

The Hon. A. W. KNIGHT (Mel­
bourne West Province) asked the 
Minister for State Development and 
Decentralization-

Is it proposed to close the Cyclone 
Forgings Pty. Ltd. plant at Wonthaggi; if 
so-(i) when will this take effect; (ii) what 
actions have been taken by the Government 
to keep this industry operating; and (iii) 
how many employees will be affected by 
the closure of these works? 

The Hon. MURRAY BYRNE 
(Minister for State Development and 
Decentralization) .-1 have no know­
ledge that Cyclone Forgings Pty. Ltd. 
intends to close down its operations 
at Wonthaggi. I do know that my 
department has offered generous as­
sistance for the company to extend 
its works at Wonthaggi. I also know 
that the company is in the midst 
of industrial disputes and that these 
may very well influence the company 
in deciding whether or not to extend 
its operations at Wonthaggi. 

POLICE DEPARTMENT. 
STRENGTH OF FORCE. 

The Hon. R. J. EDDY (Doutta 
Galla Province) asked the Minister 
for Local Government, for the Chief 
Secretary-

(a) What is the present strength of the 
Victoria Police Force, indicating the 
number of males and females, respectively? 
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(b) How many new recruits were ad­
mitted in the years 1969, 1970 and 1971, 
respectively, and how many members have 
retired, resigned, or been dismissed in the 
same period? 

The Hon. A. J. HUNT (Minister for 
Local Government).-The answer 
supplied by the Chief Secretary is-

(a) Present strength is 5,357 comprising 
5,203 male members and 154 female 
members. 

(b) 1969 1970 1971 
New recruits 276 319 521 
Retiremen ts 64 84 75 
Resignations 186 168 109 
Dismissals 4 5 8 

DEPARTMENT OF AGRICULTURE. 
GLENORMISTON AGRICUL TURAL 

COLLEGE: FINANCIAL ALLOCATIONS. 

The Hon. C. A. MITCHELL (West­
ern Province) asked the Minister of 
Agriculture-

(a) What allocation has been made to 
Glenormiston Agricultural College from 
State grants for technical training for the 
1971-74 triennium? 

(b) Has this allocation been made avail­
able to the Department of Agriculture; if 
not, why? 

(c) What allocation was made to Glen­
ormiston Agricultural College from the 
Commonwealth library grant to secondary 
schools for each of the years 1971 and 1972? 

(d) Has this allocation been made avail­
able to the Department of Agriculture; if 
not, why? 

Sir GILBERT CHANDLER (Mini­
ster of Agriculture).-The answer 
is-

(a) $83,740. 

(b) The allocation has not yet been made 
available to the Department of Agriculture. 
However, the Education Department is seek­
ing approval from the Commonwealth Gov­
ernment for the proposed works and it is 
expected that following this approval the 
finance will be made available. 

(c) A lump sum payment of $250 plus 
$120 per annum. 

(d) The Education Department is now 
arranging for the allocated funds to be 
made available to the Department of 
Agriculture. 

w. ANGLISS AND CO. (AUST.) 
PTY. LTD. 

CLOSURE OF FOOTSCRAY WORKS. 

The Hon. A. W. KNIGHT (Mel­
bourne West Province) asked the 
Minister for State Development and 
Decentralization-

Further to question No. 9 asked in this 
House on 19th April, 1972, will W. Angliss 
and Co. (Aust.) Pty. Ltd. close down their 
Footscray works after th'eir works are in 
operation at Truganina; if not, what sec­
tions of their Footscr:ay works will operate? 

The Hon. MURRAY BYRNE 
(Minister for State Development and 
Decentralization) .-The answer is~ 

The company informed me that its pre­
sent thinking is to phase in Truganina and 
phase out its Footscray operations. This 
will be progressive and firm dates are not 
available. 

OMEGA NAVIGATION AID 
STATION. 

ESTABLISHMENT IN VICTORIA. 

The Hon. S. R. McDONALD 
(Northern Province) asked the Mini­
ster of Agriculture, for the Premier-

(a) Is the Government aware of the 
announcement by the Federal Minister 
for Shipping and Transport that the 
search for a site for the Omega navigation 
aid station has been narrowed to two general 
areas-the area near Boort, Victoria, and 
the area between Kerang, Victoria, and 
Den iliqu in, New South Wales? 

(b) Can the Government initiate any ac­
tion to ensure that the station is sited in 
Victoria? 

(c) Is the Government aware of any oppo­
sition to this proposal from organizations or 
persons in Victoria? 

Sir GILBERT CHANDLER (Mini­
ster of Agriculture).-The Premier 
and Treasurer has furnished the fol­
lowing answer:-

(01) Yes. 
(b) The final decision as to the location 

of the Omega navigation aid station will be 
based on the results of the consultations 
being undertaken by offioers of th'e De­
partment of Shipping and Transport and 
State authorities. The Government has indi­
cated that it would welcome the siting of the 
station in Victoria as an aid to decentraliza­
tion. 

(c) No. 
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EDUCATION DEPARTMENT. 
LALOR HIGH SCHOOL: SCIENCE BLOCK: 

PORTABLE CLASS-ROOMS. 

The Hon. R. J. EDDY (Doutta 
Galla Province) asked the Minister 
for State Development and Decentra­
lization, for the Minister of Educa­
tion-

(a) When is it anticipated that tenders 
will be called for a Commonwealth science 
block at the Lalor High School, and when 
is it envisaged that this necessary educa­
tional facility will be completed? 

(b) As it is expected that the enrolment 
at Lalor High School will be in the vicinity 
of 1,200 for the commencement of the 1973 
school year, how many extra portable class­
rooms can be expected? 

The Hon. MURRAY BYRNE 
(Minister for State Development a'nd 
Decentralization) .-The answer sup­
plied by the Minister of Education 
is-

(a) It is anticipated that tenders will be 
invited during the second half of this finan­
cial year and the building should be ready 
for occupation at the start of the 1974 
school year. 

(b) At this stage Lalor High School is 
listed for three extra portable class-rooms. 
When actual enrolments are known this 
number could be subject to review. 

ECHUCA TECHNICAL SCHOOL: SITE. 

The Hon. S. R. McDONALD 
(Northern Province) asked the Mini­
ster for State Development and De­
centralization, for the Minister of 
Education-

Has a decision been made to transfer the 
Echuca Technical School to a new site at 
Echuca South; if so, when is it :anticipated 
that the first stage of the project will be 
commenced? 

The Hon. MURRAY BYRNE 
(Minister for State Development and 
Decentralizatio'n) .-The answer sup­
plied by the Minister of Education 
is-

Yes. The project occupies a position on 
the Technical Schools Division's total build­
ing progr.amme but it is not possible to 
indicate at present when the first stage will 
be commenced. 

WERRIBEE HIGH SCHOOL. 

The Hon. A. W. KNIGHT (Mel­
bourne West Province) asked the 

Minister for State Development and 
Decentralization, for the Minister of 
Education-

(a) What works are proposed to be 
carried out at the Werribee High School? 

(b) When will tenders be called for such 
works? 

The Hon. MURRAY BYRNE 
(Minister for State Development and 
Decentralization) .-The answer sup­
plied by the Minister of Education 
is-

(a) Four additional class-rooms, addition­
al storage accommodation, staff and ad­
ministration improvements, two-room 
science block, and extensions to the library 
and boys' and girls' toilets. 

(b) A contract for this work was let on 
2'9fh August, 1972, to Hosie Constructions. 

DECENTRALIZATION. 

FINANCE FOR COUNTRY HOUSING. 

The Hon. C. A. MITCHELL 
(Western Province) asked the Minis­
ter for State Development and 
Decentralization-

When will funds be available to enable 
implementation of item 8 in the Govern­
ment's ten-point plan to encourage decen­
traliza tion? 

The Hon. MURRAY BYRNE 
(Minister for State Development and 
Decentralization) .-The answer is-

The Housing Commission's programme 
will be reviewed in the next few months in 
the light of the Government's recently 
announced policies. 

MELBOURNE AND METROPOLITAN 
TRAMWAYS BOARD. 

FOOTSCRA Y-MELBOURNE Bus SERVICE: 
CARRIAGE OF PRAMS. 

The Hon. A. W. KNIGHT (Mel­
bourne West Province) asked the 
Minister for Local Government, for 
the Minister of Transport-

(a) Why does the Melbourne and Metro­
politan Tramways Board refuse to take 
prams on their buses from 'Footscray to 
Melbourne? 

(b) Will provision be made for altera­
tion of this procedure; if not, why? 
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The Hon. A. J. HUNT (Minister for 
Local Government) .-The answer 
supplied by the Minister of Transport 
is-

(d) The board permits small type baby 
carriages to be carried on its buses from 
Footscray to Melbourne during off-peak 
hours provided that they are closely folded 
and placed under the seat of the bus. 

(b) The board has no plan to vary the 
present arrangement. Because of the con­
fined space available, prams and unfolded 
baby carriages cannot be accommodated 
without seriously inconveniencing other 
passengers. 

HOUSING COMMISSION. 
HOMES FOR LARGE FAMILIES. 

The Hon. J. M. TRIPOVICH 
(Doutta Galla Province) asked the 
Minister of Housing-

(a) How many families with five or more 
children, whose applications for Housing 

Commission homes have priority, remained 
unsatisfied as at 1st January, 1972, 1st 
July, 1972 and at the present date, indicat­
ing whether metropolitan or country? 

(b) How many homes suitable for this 
type of tenant became available and were 
allocated in each of the financial years 
1969-70, 1970-71 and 1971-72 from-(i) 
new constructions; and (if) previously 
vacated premises-indicating the areas 
concerned? 

The Hon. V. O. DICKIE (Minister 
of Housing).-The answer is-

(a) Outstanding applications involving 
families of five or more children were as at: 

1st 1st 20th 
1anuary. 1uly. September, 

1972 1972 1972 

Metropolitan .. S4S 422 436 

Country 177 192 181 

(b) Allocations of homes on rental basis to "large family" applicants in metropoli­
tan and country areas were: 

1969-70 1970-71 1971-72 

New units Vacated units New units Vacated units New units Vacated units 

Metropolitan 

Country .. 

Nil 

24 

LAW DEPARTMENT. 

143 

104 

CHARGES OF BEING DRUNK AND 
DISORDERL Y. 

The Hon. R. J. EDDY (Doutta 
Galla Province) asked the Minister 
for Local Government, for the 
Attorney-General-

(a) How many persons (male and fe­
male, respectively) were convicted of the 
charge drunk and disorderly in each of the 
years 1969, 1970 and 1971? 

(b) How many persons (male and fe­
male, respectively) convicted of that charge 
were sentenced to a term of imprisonment 
in each of those years? 

The Hon. A. J. HUNT (Minister for 
Local Government).-The Attorney­
General has supplied the following 
answer:-

The Attorney-General has advised that 
there are no collated statistics available to 
him in respect of the matters raised by 
the honorable member. In order to obtain 
the information required to answer the 

Nil 

46 

223 

116 

Nil 

23 

229 

86 

question it would be necessary to obtain 
returns from each of the Magistrates 
Courts, which exceed 200 in number. In 
these circumstances, the Attorney-General 
suggests that the honorable member dis­
cuss the matter with him. 

It may well be that a random survey 
of a few courts-perhaps at the City 
Court-would give the honorable 
member the information he desires. 

FISHERIES AND WILDLIFE 
BRANCH. 

RESERVATION ON GUNBOWER ISLAND. 

The Hon. S. R. McDONALD 
(Northern Province) asked the Mini­
ster of Housing, for the Minister for 
Conservation-

Has a decision been reached by the 
Department of Crown Lands and Survey 
and the Forests Commission in connection 
with the reservation of land, on the Gun­
bower Island at Koondrook, for a fauna and 
flora park? 
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The Hon. V. O. DICKIE (Minister 
of Housing).-The answer supplied 
by the Minister for Conservation is-

The land is mainly within permanent 
forest and it is understood the Forests 
Commission wrote to Kerang Shire Council 
on 21st August, 1972, explaining conditions 
of use of the area for the desired purpose 
but no reply has yet been received. 

MENTAL HEALTH AUTHORITY. 
FINANCIAL ALLOCATIONS: TEHAN 

HOUSE, ECHUCA. 
The Hon. S. R. McDONALD 

(Northern Province) asked the Mini­
ster of Housing, for the Minister of 
Health-

(a) What finance was allocated to the 
Mental Health Authority, in the 1971-72 
Budget, for the construction of day-training 
centres for mentally retarded children? 

(b) What was the final expenditure? 

(c) What is the allocation for this pur­
pose in 1972-73? 

(d) Is it anticipated that finance will be 
available for the Tehan House project in 
Echuca, in 1972-73? 

The Hon. V. O. DICKIE (Minister 
of Housing) .-The Minister of Health 
has supplied the following answers: -

(a) Original allocation $500,000. Increased 
in May to $600,000. 

(b) $586,041. 

(c) $550,000. 

(d) No. Appears as No. 21 on priority 
list. Funds will probably be available in 
1973-74. 

COMMONWEALTH 
PARLIAMENTARY ASSOCIATION. 

FIRST AUSTRALIAN PARLIAMENTARY 
SEMINAR. 

The PRESIDENT (the Hon. R. W. 
Garrett).-Before continuing with the 
business of the House I should like 
to extend a very warm welcome to 
Sir Frederick Bennett and delegates 
to the First Australian Parliamentary 
Seminar. To our friends from South 
East Asia and the Pacific area I should 
like to say that we are delighted to 
have you with us. 

Session 1972.-15 

ABOLITION OF CAPITAL 
PUNISHMENT BILL. 

The Hon. J. W. GALBALL Y (Mel­
bourne North Province) .-1 move-

That this Bill be now read a second time. 

I sympathize with members of this 
House who-I believe now for the 
nineteenth time-have been a captive 
audience, and I acknowledge their 
courtesy in listening to me speak on 
the subject of capital punishment 
over these many years. It does pre­
sent a difficulty to the House. It 
also presents a difficulty to me be­
cause I must think of new arguments. 
Therefore deficiencies in my second­
reading speech on this subject are 
becoming more apparent as time goes 
by. However, let me say that my 
dislike and loathing of capital punish­
ment have not lessened with the 
years, but have increased. 

As the House also probably knows, 
I detest all forms of physical viol­
ence, whether I regard it as against 
the moral law, whether it is the viol­
ence of a drunken parent bashing a 
little innocent child or whether it be 
that of some cowardly footballer run­
ning down his opponent. Let us 
always have vigorous footballers, but 
the cowardly footballer is never a 
brave one. Let us have brave foot­
baUers, but 'let us not have thuggery. 

I abhor all forms of physical viol­
ence, which includes the actions of 
a so-called gentleman driving his 
sports car along the road regardless 
of the safety of anyone else. I dis­
like all forms of violence to man or 
beast. That is why II have never 
become accustomed to the spectacle 
of circus animals which are trained 
to look ridiculous, such as the 
elephant that is trained to stand on 
a small object for the edification of 
the crowd. Nothing can convince me 
that if the elephant does not do it 
some form of cruelty is applied by 
the trainer. 

Sir GILBERT CHANDLER.-It is done 
with a piece of sugar! 

The Hon. J. W. GALBALLY.-I 
wish the Minister would give me a 
piece of sugar! I detest the ancient 
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sport of bull fighting. According to 
Hemingway it is justified because it 
is a great art. No doubt the toreador 
is a brave man, but he can elect not 
to fight-the bull cannot; he is going 
to be killed anyway, like the brave 
horse that is sometimes disembowel­
led for the edification of the mob. 

Violence begets violence, and the 
second form of violence is always 
worse than the first. The murderer 
has committed a foul crime but 
I believe the State commits a worse 
crime when it hangs the offender. 
If I could be satisfied that anywhere 
in the world the taking of the life of 
a murderer would save someone 
else's life, that would be an excellent 
argument, but nowhere in the world 
has it been established. 

Australia offers an excellent target 
for an examination. In Queensland 
there has not been capital punish­
ment since about 1914, and in New 
South Wales not since 1945. The 
figures do not vary in those States 
any more than in Victoria. We are 
a homogeneous people. If New South 
Wales can do without capital punish­
ment, why cannot Victoria? That 
great country, Great Britain, has 
given so much to the system of 
justice and to Parliamentary govern­
ment throughout the world. With all 
her problems, if she can do without 
capital punishment, why cannot we? 
If the United States of America, with 
all her problems, can do without 
capital punishment, why cannot Vic­
toria? In the 1930s the United States 
of America used to execute some 
150 negroes a year. Now, because of 
a ruling of the Supreme Court, that 
country has turned its face against 
capital punishment. 

In Victoria certainly capital punish­
me'nt is seldom, used, but it is still on 
the statute-book ready for use. That 
is why I have always endeavoured to 
bring a Bill designed to abolish capital 
punishment before the House when 
there has been no emotional crisis 
sparked off by someone having been 
selected by the Government for the 
gallows. I stress "by the Govern­
ment ", because it is not done by the 
courts, where it ought to be left if 

The Hon. J. W. Galbally. 

capital punishment is to survive in 
our system of criminal justice. 

No other feature of the law has 
played as powerful a part in the 
shaping of criminal procedure as the 
existence of the death penalty. Most 
of the safeguards that surround the 
prisoner on trial today and before he 
comes to trial had their origins in 
Great Britain in the wholesome fear 
of putting a man to death, perhaps 
for the theft of a few shillings. 
Expression of that fear is given by 
jurors even today, in this State, 
sometimes in the face of the most 
convincing evidence in trials possibly 
involving the death sentence. They 
strain their consciences and say, " No, 
we are not satisfied". It will be seen 
tha t standards of care of the prisoner 
and fairness to him deteriorate stea­
dily with a descent down the scale of 
gravity in cases being tried. -Murder 
is at the highest level, and in murder 
trials the safeguards are properly and 
carefully explained by the judge. At 
the bottom of the scale the magistrate 
says, " The police say you were drunk 
last night. Were you? Fined $2". 

It has been said to me that 
I am not doing my case justice 
by bringing this Bill forward in 
times in which unprecedented 
violence is occurring throughout 
the world. For example, there 
is the situation in Uganda, a 
country which has attained indepen­
dence and now has a black ruler who 
is pleading with the rest of the world 
for equality among nations and the 
fellowship of man, but who sees a 
need to send out of the country 
under some claim of right people not 
of his own colour. Then there is the 
terrible situation which occurred at 
Munich where some guerrillas in the 
dead of night stole in on some un­
suspecting athletes. There is also the 
terrible situation in Northern Ireland 
where nobody has been able to come 
up with a solution and there is viol­
ence everywhere. However, it has 
always been thus. If honorable mem­
bers look at the history of the United 
States of America, they will see that 
it is largely a history of assassina­
tions of Presidents and it is said today 
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that a man much admired by the 
populace is frightened to stand for 
the highest office in his country be­
cause he is fearful of being assassin­
ated and following his brothers to the 
grave. 

Leaving aside the Western World, 
what has been the history of Russia? 
It has embraced murder, violence and 
terror. The last Czar was murdered 
by the incoming Government which 
promised liberty and fraternity for 
all. Not only the Czar but also his 
wife and children were murdered. 
Wha t has been the history of that 
wonderful country France. There was 
a cry for liberty and freedom and 
fraternity but what did the people get 
-that incarnatiton of modern evil, 
Napoleon, who sent countless scores 
of people to death in the snows of 
Russia during his military campaign. 
Towards the end of the last century 
there were many villains doing exact­
ly the same thing as the bomb 
throwers are doing today. Apparently 
they did it then with little regard for 
their own safety or consequences, 
just as people are doing today. 

Violence has not changed. We have 
only a growing list of victims. 
Violence by the State has never ac­
complished anything. No country in 
the world has conducted more experi­
ments than Britain and there, after 
centuries of the most cruel list of 
hangings which denies description, 
there was a chltnge. The estimate of 
hangings at the time of Henry VIII. 
runs into many tens of thousands a 
year. One hundred and fifty years ago 
in this country there scarely passed 
a day without some poor wretch ex­
piring on the gallows. The dreadful 
story has been depicted by the late 
Sir John Barry at Norfolk Island 
He provided details of the wholesale 
executions carried out there. 

Then there is the history of the 
British Navy. You, Mr President, are 
aware of that. Then honorable mem­
bers ask why I stand up here every 
year and present this Bill to the House 
knowing before I start that I am going 
to be defeated in my endeavours. As 

long as my party permits me to do it 
and as long as I am in this Chamber, 
I shall raise it because I know in my 
heart that capital punishment does no 
good whatsoever and only degrades 
the populace. 

I read in tonight's Herald a report 
that a member in the West Aus­
tralian Parliament who is a doctor 
said that he was in favour of capital 
punishment. That is his right. The 
honorable member said that he 
would put a drug pedlar to death. I 
believe that drug peddling is a most 
vicious crime, depriving the victim 
of both mind and body. Such a per­
son should be given swift and 
salutory punishment, but I am cer­
tainly not in favour of taking his life 
or that of anyone else. It is said that 
murder is a most horrible crime and 
I have always believed that. How­
ever, there are other crimes which 
by their effect, have just as disastrous 
consequences. Honorable members 
have seen some examples in the com· 
munity in recent years of wholesale 
financial conspiracies whereby people 
have lost everything which they 
possessed. It is true it cannot be said 
that their deaths were the direct 
result of the loss of their money, but 
I believe in some instances early 
death followed the realization that 
their money and possessions had 
been stolen from them. The justifica­
tion of hanging is and has always 
been a simple act of vengeance-the 
murderer killed, therefore let him 
pay for it with his life. A simple, 
understandable statement. 

Sir GIL'BERT CHANDLER.-Do you 
still apply your argument to treason 
committed in times of war? 

The Hon. J. W. GALBALLY.-No. 
I believe treason in time of war 
justifies the taking of life because 
war is the defence of a person's 
homeland and he is justified in taking 
life to protect that. I put that 
example on a different footing alto­
gether because the community is 
entitled to protect itself in times of 
war. That is how I regard treason. 
Happily, I do not think we have had 
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a case of treason in this country. If 
I may say in passing, the Leader of 
the House asked me that ques­
tion some years ago and I gave him 
the same answer, as I understand it. 

lt really comes back to the saying: 
An eye for an eye; a tooth for a tooth; 
a life for a life; but we do not prac­
tise that. Let me say one or two 
general things about murderers. I 
regard the poisoner as the worst type 
of murderer because he usually com­
mits the offence in the home against 
someone whom he should love, his 
wife. He poisons her slowly, over a 
period, under the guise of giving her 
medicine. I need not repeat it but it 
has been said that that is one of the 
worst types of murder. Most 
murders are the result of poverty 
and the resultant consequences occur 
mostly where people are living in 
hovels, where passions rise and a 
sudden blow or shooting takes place. 

Sir GILBERT CHANDLER.-Probably 
with an element of " grog" attached. 

The Hon. J. W. GALBALLY.­
Exactly-not always but quite often. 
I have heard of occasions when a 
father comes home from the hotel 
after having too much to drink and 
there is a sudden argument or affray 
and, so help me God, the easiest thing 
to get in those sort of homes is a 
shot-gun. It is always somewhere in 
the wardrobe with ammunition to 
boot and to shoot. 

Only the other day I was studying 
a report on the number of people who 
had died from head wounds after tak­
ing alcohol. Alcohol expands some 
of the veins and often a sudden or 
slight blow around the facial area can 
cause and has caused death. A good 
deal of research into this problem has 
been carried out in Great Britain. 
Someone gets hurt in a hotel after a 
simple argument and after lying down 
dies and nobody quite understands 
why. Research has been carried out on 
this subject but what is not generally 
recognized is that the vast majority 
of murders are carried out by mad 

people. The madder they are the more 
dangerous they are to the commu­
nity. The recent killings in America 
bear that out. The diaries of the man 
who shot Governor Wallace and the 
gentleman, if I may use that descrip­
tion of him for want of a better term, 
who shot at and killed Robert Ken­
nedy are examples. People say that 
it would be better for those people to 
be executed because they cannot help 
themselves and the word " hygienic " 
is often used in this context. A Royal 
Commission in Great Britain felt this 
was quite a dangerous move. For 
the benefit of honorable members. 
I shall read a short passage from the 
report of the Royal Commission in 
Great Britain in 1949-1953, which 
states at paragraph 278-

Recently, however, the suggestion has 
sometimes been made that the insane mur­
derer shall be punished equally with the 
sane, or that, although he ought not to be 
executed as a punishment, he should be 
painlessly exterminated as a measure of 
social hygiene. This argument is in each 
case the same-that his continued existence 
will be of no benefit to himself, and that he 
will be not only a useless burden, but also 
a potential danger to the community, since 
there is always a risk that he may escape 
and commit another crime. Such doctrines 
have been preached and practised in Nat­
ional Socialist Germany, but they are re­
pugnant to the moral traditions of Western 
civilisation and we are confident that they 
would be unhesitatingly rejected by the 
great majority of the population of this 
country. We assume the continuance of the 
ancient and humane principle that has long 
formed part of our common law. 

I do not propose to weary the 
House with any further examination 
of the arguments in favour of the 
abolition of the death penalty. The 
people who espouse the death penalty 
are 'never supported by the great 
thinkers of the world who have found 
the time and the energy to express 
in writing their opinions 'On capital 
punishment. On one occasion, 
Dostoevski was sentenced to be 
hanged in company with a number of 
other people. The sentence was im­
posed on him, not because of the 
the crime that he had committed-it 
was a pon-violent political crime­
but because the spectacle of Dos­
toevski was offensive to those who 
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ruled Russia. The condemned 
prisoners were standing on a cart with 
ropes around their necks. Apparently 
the cart was to be driven away leav­
ing them suspended in the air. Some­
one rushed up and said that they had 
been reprieved. One of the reprieved 
men went mad on the spot. Dostoevski 
wrote that he always suffered night­
mares after this incident. He never 
got over the experience. Dickens, 
the great social reformist, spoke of 
the dreadful crime of hanging some­
one in the name of justice. Thackeray, 
the English novelist, and French 
writers, also wrote in a similar vein 
on the subject. 

I freely acknowledge that my 
speech on this occasion is poor be­
cause I did not think it was right 
that I should advance all the argu­
ments that I have endeavoured to 
espouse over the years. Victoria has 
a new Ministry. Is it too much to 
hope that the Government, in com­
mon with nearly ev,ery other civilized 
country in the world, will at least 
consent to having the death pe'nalty 
examined? To my knowledge, the 
paraphernalia which surrounds the 
death penalty in Victoria has never 
been examined. If the death 
penalty is to be retained, are 
these procedures inimical to the best 
interests of justice? In this commu­
nity it is easy to get an examination 
of football pools, further Tattersall 
consultations, a'nd so on, but nothing 
is more important to the administra­
tion of justice than the examination 
of the death pena'lty. I plead with the 
Government to at least have the mat­
ter examined. I presume that this 
Bill will suffer the fate of the eighteen 
similar Bills which preceded it, but 
is it asking too much in our so-called 
open society to have the death 
penalty examined by the Government? 

On the motio'n of the Hon. G. J. 
NICOL (Monash Province), the de­
bate was adjourned. 

It was ordered that the debate be 
adjourned until Wednesday, Septem­
ber 27. 

YARRAVILLE (RECREATION 
GROUND) LANDS (AMENDMENT) 

BILL. 
Sir GILBERT CHANDLER (Mini­

ster of Agriculture) .-1 move-
That this Bill be now read a second time. 

The Yarraville (Recreation Ground) 
Lands Act 1967, No. 7613 authorized 
the corporation of the City of Foots­
cray, as the committee of manage­
ment, to grant leases of a certain 
portion of the Yarraville recreation 
ground for the purposes of club 
rooms. The portion comprised an 
area of 20 perches fronting Anderson 
Street as shown on the plan in the 
First Schedule to the Act. 

At that time it was proposed that 
the Yarraville Football Club, which is 
affiliated with the Victorian Football 
Association and which uses the 
ground, would erect club rooms for 
its purposes on the site. However, 
no lease of the land has been granted 
by the municipality. 

The Footscray City Council has 
now stated that although the site 
was previously regarded as being 
suitable, and plans and estimates 
were prepared by the football club, 
it is considered that the finanCing of 
a new project on the area is beyond 
the club's resources. 

For this reason the council and the 
club have agreed that club rooms be 
established by remodelling part of the 
area under the existing grandstand 
on the ground. The purpose of the 
Bill is to give effect to this agreement. 
Clause 1 cites the short title and 
names the YarraviUe (Recreation 
Ground) Lands Act 1967 as the 
principal Act. Clause 2 makes the 
necessary amendments of the prin­
cipal Act to provide that the cor­
poration may lease the new site which 
contains 22 perches. 

The schedule contains the plan 
which will become the plan in the 
First Schedule to the principal Act. 
The cross-hatched area of 22 perches 
incorporates the northern half of the 
existing grandstand plus an area 60 
feet in length to the north on which 
extensions to the grandstand are 
proposed at some future date. 
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Doubtless, honorable members who 
represent the area are aware of the 
background to this proposed legis­
lation, which is the desire to put the 
Yarraville Football Club on a better 
basis than . it is at present in the 
interests of the people who use the 
club facilities. I commend the Bill 
to the House. 

On the motion of the Hon. J. M. 
Walton, for the Hon. A. W. KNIGHT 
(Melbourne West Province) , the 
debate was adjourned. 

It was ordered that the debate 
be adjourned until Tuesday, Septem­
ber 26. 

SUMMER TIME BILL. 
The Hon. A. J. HUNT (Minister for 

Local Government) .-1 move-
That this Bill be now read a second time. 

Its purpose is to introduce on a per­
manent basis a daylight saving period 
of one hour throughout Victoria dur­
ing each summer from the last Sun­
day in October to the first Sunday in 
March. As honorable members are 
aware, daylight saving was in opera­
tion last year and early this year on 
a trial basis. 

When explaining the Daylight 
Saving Bill in 1971 the then Minister 
of Public Works informed the House 
that consultations by the responsible 
State and Federal Ministers would 
take place after February, 1972, to 
assess the over-all effect of daylight 
saving on the community and the 
desirability of its continuance in sub­
sequent years. 

That consultation took place in 
Sydney in July last when it was 
agreed by all States and the Austra­
lian Capital Territory, Queensland ex­
cepted, that standard time should be 
advanced by one hour during the 
summer months. This decision recog­
nized the strong majority of public 
opinion in favour of daylight saving-
78 per cent in Victoria and as high as 
86 per cent in Tasmania where day­
light saving has been operating for 
several years. These figures have been 

taken from the results of a Gallup 
poll published on 24th February, 
1972. 

The Bill before the House has been 
prepared in accordance with the prin­
ciples agreed upon by the conference 
of Ministers and will ensure that the 
period of summer time to be observed 
in Victoria will be uniform with other 
States and the Commonwealth. 

The Bill provides for the observance 
of summer time throughout Victoria 
on a continuing basis from year to 
year, declares summer time to be one 
hour in advance of standard time and 
specifies the period during which 
summer time will be observed to be 
from 2 o'clock in the morning on the 
last Sunday in October in each year 
until 2 o'clock in the morning on the 
first Sunday in the foHowing March. 

The Bill provides further, that any 
prescribed, specified or stipulated time 
at which or during which any Act, 
matter or thing is required, permitted 
or forbidden by any Act, regulation, 
by-law, rule, proclamation, Order in 
Council or other instrument shall, 
during the relevant period, be deter­
mined by reference to summer time 
unless the contrary is expressed, pro­
vided or stipulated. 

The provisions of section 80 of the 
Supreme Court Act 1958, declaring 
the mean time of the 150th meridian 
of longitude east of Greenwich to be 
standard time throughout Victoria, 
are saved and standard time is re­
tained for the purposes of astronomy, 
meteorology and navigation or the 
construction of any document or 
mentioning or referring to a point of 
time in connection with any of those 
purposes. 

The Government is aware that there 
are individuals and groups of persons 
in the community who will find some 
disadvantages attendant upon the in­
troduction of summer time and the 
views and objections of these persons 
are being examined. The Government 
believes that these problems can be 
fairly met and a special effort is being 
made to make adjustments-for ex­
ample, alteration of school hours in 
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the western segment of the State and 
changes in wheat silo delivery hours, 
and so on. 

I assure the House that every 
opportunity will be taken to make 
these adjustments wherever appro­
priate. In view of the advantages 
which accrued to the community at 
large from the introduction of day­
light saving last year, and its accep­
tance by the community, I commend 
the Bill to the House. 

On the motion of the Hon. J. M. 
WALTON (Melbourne North Pro­
vince), the debate was adjourned. 

It was ordered that the debate be 
adjourned until Tuesday, September 
26. 

SUPPLY (OCTOBER TO 
DECEMBER) BILL. 

The debate (adjourned from the 
previous day) on the motion of Sir 
Gilbert Chandler (Minister of Agri­
culture) for the second reading of 
this Bill was resumed. 

The Hon. J. M. TRIPOVICH 
(Doutta Galla Province) . - The 
Supply Bill before the House auth­
orizes the provision of $222·703 mil­
lion to be applied to Government 
services for the three months ending 
31st December, 1972, to enable 
the Government to finance its works 
projects and policy generally. 

The Bill includes provision for three 
new Ministries, namely, the Min­
istry of the Arts for which the finan­
cial provision is $380,000, the Ministry 
of Youth and Recreation with a pro­
vision of $142,000, and the Ministry 
of Conservation with a provision of 
$178,000. These provisions are only 
estimates of the requirements for the 
next three months and do not indi­
cate, I sincerely hope, the ultimate 
expenditure and costs of the three 
new Ministries. Understandably, the 
provision under the Supply Bill is 
relatively small because the depart­
ments are just being established. 

The Labor Party wishes the three 
new Ministries well. It has advocated 
their establishment for some time and 

in fact included this action in its 
election policy at the last State elec­
tion. If the Labor Party had been 
elected to office on that occasion, the 
Ministries would be in existence now. 

From a study of the Supply sched­
ule, it is difficult to ascertain what 
the provisions mean other than the 
allocation of money. When compared 
with the Supply Bill introduced into 
the House at this time last year, the 
current Bill involves an expenditure 
of many additional millions of dollars. 
It is only by referring to the Esti­
mates of the Receipts and Payments 
of the Consolidated Fund for the year 
ending 30th June, 1973, that honor­
able members can find out exactly 
what the figures in the Supply 
schedule refer to and whether the 
additional allocations merely cover 
increases in wages and salaries. 

Under social welfare administra­
tion and research and statistics the 
provision in the Supply schedule of 
$1 ·05 million is $798,200 in excess of 
the allocation last year. The increased 
provision immediately excites one's 
imagination as to what is happening 
in the Social Welfare Department. 
The amount of money spent last year 
on social welfare administration and 
research and statistics was $577,204 
whereas the estimated expenditure 
this year is $826,900. I invite honor­
able members to consider what 
we are getting for this additional pro­
vision. Instead of 64 officers in the 
Administrative Division, there will be 
68, which is an additional four; there 
will be an increase in the number of 
social workers classes 4--5, from 14 
to 21; the number of training officers 
class 2 will be increased from 1 to 3 
and in the Technical and General 
Division, there will be 87 officers in­
stead of 78. If the additional money 
is analysed in terms of what it will 
buy, it will be seen that the increased 
provision will do little more than 
meet increased wages and salaries. 

The Government emphasizes the 
proportion of Budget allocations be­
ing spent on education. Under edu­
cation, the Supply schedule provides 
$86 . 5 million for salaries, general 
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expenses and other services, which is 
an increase of $12·8 million over last 
year's provision. The Estimates reveal 
that the estimated expenditure on 
education this year will increase from 
$199·434 million to $241·705 million. 
This money will provide an additional 
193 technical and general division 
officers. This, together with salary in­
creaSes to the existing staff and the 
employment of the additional officers, 
will account for $674,000. In the 
Teaching Service, there will be an 
additional 3,105 teachers, who are 
most welcome, and the net increase 
in expenditure on the administration 
of the Teaching Service will be $56 
million. Beyond actual manpower, the 
additional allocation will provide 
little. 

I do not criticize the Government 
for elnploying additional teachers. I 
wish that double the number of 
teachers could be employed. Undoubt­
edly the teacher training programme 
would have been repeated if the 
Labor Party had been elected to office 
at the last State election. I am merely 
comparing the expenditure on educa­
tion last year with the estimate for 
this year, and in terms of manpower 
the increase is not great. 

An important new Ministry which 
is being set up by the Government is 
the Ministry of Conservation. Last 
year, Government expenditure on 
the Environment Protection Auth­
ority for salaries and allowances 
amounted to $92,562. Many debates 
have ensued in this Chamber on what 
we ought to do to conserve and pro­
tect the ecology, wildlife, national 
parks and so on. Under this Supply 
schedule, the amount of $187,000 has 
been set aside for salaries, general 
expenses and other services of the 
Ministry of Conservation; $500,000 
for the Environment Protection Auth­
ority, and $497,000 for the Soil Con., 
servation Authority, which is an in­
crease of $271,000. For the Fisheries 
and Wildlife Branch the provision is 
$894,000-an increase of $465,300-
and the new Land Conservation 
Council has a financial provision of 

The Hon. J. M. Trfpovioh. 

$100,000. The Environment Protec­
tion Authority still has one chairman 
and two members, one class A officer 
and one class B officer, but instead 
of three administrative officers the 
number will now be nineteen-an ad­
ditional sixteen officers. Moreover, 
there will be two additional drafts­
men, 25 additional scientific officers 
and 69 additional Technical and 
General Division officers. The estab­
lishment of the authority is necessary 
and I hope that before long it will be 
fully functioning and doing some­
thing to protect the environment of 
Victoria. 

The estimated expenditure of 
the Fisheries and Wildlife Branch 
on salaries and allowances will 
increase from $790,870 to $854,300. 
Most of this additional allocation will 
be devoted to the employment of 
temporary assistance. I sincerely 
trust that this assistance will not 
prove detrimental to the permanent 
officers of the branch, who I hope will 
be performing the major portion of 
the activities of the Ministry of Con­
servation. 

For public works, the additional 
expenditure on salaries and allow­
ances this year will be $462,000. 
When the increase is measured 
against the actual manpower bought, 
we find that it provides for one ad­
ditional class B administrative officer 
and five additional officers in the 
Technical and General Division. 
Therefore, for the additional ex­
penditure of $462,000, in actual man­
power the department will be obtain­
ing only six more officers. 

Owing to the good graces of the 
former Minister of Public Works, as 
the Labor Party's shadow Minister 
in this field, I have had the privilege 
of getting to know the department. 
I am a little concerned about the 
position in the Public Works Depart­
ment where in 1971 many public ser­
vants in the department were dis­
advantaged. The services of a num­
ber of professional officers were 
dispensed with and, according to this 
year's Estimates, none of them will 



Supply (October to [20 SEPTEMBER, 1972.] December) Bill. 417 

be replaced. The estimated additional 
expenditure this year on public 
works under the Supply schedule is 
$691,000. I make these comparisons 
to show that figures do not lie but 
liars can figure. I do not say that in 
criticism of the Government. I merely 
point out that it is not good enough to 
make a statement referring to the 
broad front of Government adminis­
tration and say that the Government 
will spend $X million more on edu­
cation this year than it did last year, 
and so much more on conservation. 
It would be better if this propaganda 
were put on the basis of what would 
be purchased by the money. 

I sincerely trust that Supply will 
do those things that the Government 
wants it to do in implementing its 
policies. The Labor Party will have 
more to say on where it feels that 
money could be more wisely spent, 
but that will be done during the de­
bates on other Bills at a later stage. 
My party supports the Supply Bill. 

The Hon. I. A. SWINBURNE 
(North-Eastern Province) .-Mem­
bers of the Country Party do 
not intend to say a great deal 
about the Supply Bill because several 
other Bills which have an important 
bearing on Supply will come forward, 
as Mr. Tripovich has said, and it is 
during the debate on those Bills that 
comments will be made on the recon­
struction of the various departments. 
Of course, one cannot allow a Bill 
which authorizes the spending of over 
$220 million to pass without some 
comment. I hope that my criticisms 
are taken in the spirit in which they 
are made because it is the responsi­
bility of all to try to achieve stability 
of progress and to see that the State 
remains solvent and is well managed. 

As honorable members know, I 
have been away from the State for a 
couple of weeks with a Common­
wealth Parliamentary Association 
delegation. and the Budget was 
brought down during that period. 
However, I heard the Governor's 
Speech on the opening of Parliament. 
His Excellency spoke about certain 
changes which would be made and 
of progress which would be made in 

particular areas. I listened with in­
terest to that Speech and I was dis­
appointed at what I read in the press 
about the Budget. The Budget 
speech did not appear to be as en­
thusiastic about the development of 
the State as the Governor's Speech 
I arrived in Melbourne only at 1 p.rn. 
today and I have not been able to be­
come fully conversant with the situa .. 
tion. The development promised in 
the Governor's Speech may occur, but 
honorable members will have to see 
what is provided in the Bills which 
deal with development of the State 
before they can assess the result. 

As a member of a Commonwealth 
Parliamentary Association delegation, 
one learns a lot about other countries 
and how they manage their affairs. 
One also learns how they are depen­
dent on one another and particularly 
of the inter-relationship of the islands 
in the Pacific and New Zealand and 
Australia. I had the opportunity of 
discussing many of the financial prob­
lems which face all of us. When one 
spends six or seven days in Canberra, 
listens to Parliament there and meets 
Ministers and members, one realizes 
that they live in a little world of their 
own and are not very much concerned 
at what is happening in the States or 
in other countries. They might give 
the States a kind smile. I think the 
situation was well summed up by 
Mr. Reece, Premier of Tasmania, 
while I was speaking to him 
at Parliament House in Hobart. I 
asked him how Tasmania was getting 
on and he said, " Of course, there are 
no problems that a little finance 
would not solve." That comment 
applies to this State. 

Sir GILBERT CHANDLER.-And to 
individuals as well. 

The Hon. I. A. SWINBURNE.-It 
does not matter where one is, if a 
little finance is available, there will 
be progress. We all know that the 
progress of the State depends on 
finance but it also depends on 
developmental planning and its im­
plementation. Victoria has had 
seventeen years of Liberal Party 
Government without planning and 
now it starts a new era with a new 



418 Supply (October to [COUNCIL.] December) Bill. 

Premier. The new Premier and his 
Cabinet have decided that there 
should be some alteration in the 
present planning system. I have 
wondered why this has not been put 
into effect long ago. However, let us 
look not back but forward to 
some form of developmental planning 
and construction which can be im­
plemented over a period of, say, four 
or five years. 

I hope the proposals put forward 
by the Premier will be brought to 
fruition and that the State as a whole 
will be developed instead of, as in the 
past, only the city of Melbourne. On 
returning to Melbourne by air, one 
realizes the extent to which the city 
is growing. One sees the developers' 
plans set out on the ground. On the 
north-eastern perimeter of Melbourne 
there are many acres of land on 
which roads have been constructed. 
The land is waiting for somebody 
with money to build houses or for 
some unwary person to buy a block 
of land. 

We have in this House the new 
Minister for State Development 
and Decentralization and the new 
Minister of Housing. As the new 
Minister of Housing was previously 
the Minister for State Development, 
he should know the housing needs of 
country areas. I hope he turns 
the clock back some 20 or 30 years 
to the time when something was 
being done to provide housing in the 
country. The Minister for Local 
Government deals with the munici­
palities which form one of the great 
constructing authorities of the State. 
They could do with a kind smile in 
relation to the development of their 
areas. 

The Hon. A. J. HUNT.-And town 
planning, too. 

The Hon. I. A. SWINBURNE.­
With what is happening in relation 
to town planning and development 
today, I am afraid that we may have 
an octopus which will completely 
choke the municipalities and the 
State. At present, the planners in 
Melbourne are allowed to run riot. 

When an officer from Melbourne goes 
to a country town and tells the local 
shire council and the citizens that 
a shopping centre shall go into 
one place and not in another, we have 
reached a farcical situation. But 
that is being done. The Minister 
should not talk about town and 
country planning. I would reduce 
the powers which the planning 
authorities have over muniCipalities 
which have brought in development 
orders. 

All honorable members thought it 
was intended that municipalities 
would be able to plan and co-ordinate 
their own areas. Instead, officers 
from the back rooms in Melbourne 
are telling country muniCipalities 
that housing will not be developed 
in one place but another, that 
shopping will not be developed where 
the municipality wants it, but some­
where else. 

I shall cite two cases to illustrate 
my point. One occurred outside the 
province I represent. A bad decision 
was reversed because sufficient 
pressure was brought to bear. 
The other occurred in my home 
town. The highway through the 
town has been reconstructed and a 
farcical decision has been made. The 
planner has said that the shopping 
centre must be in a situation where 
a shopping centre could not be devel­
oped. NO' matter how forcibly the 
officer says that the shopping centre 
shall be in that location, nobody will 
develop shopping there. But the offi­
cer will not allow any alteration to 
the plan. Those are my views on 
town and country planning. The situa­
tion should be thoroughly examined. 

A new Ministry of State Develop­
ment and Decentralization has been 
created. To the uninitiated, of whom 
I am one, it is hard to see how any 
great development can be carried out 
unless sufficient finance is made avail­
able for the purpose. There were 
great plans about what would be done 
in the Melbourne metropolitan area. 
From memory, I think about $2,000 
million was to be spent on roads, 
freeways, overpasses, and so on. But 
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the Government is talking about pro­
viding a couple of miUion dollars fD'r 
State development. 

The Hon. MURRAY BYRNE.-That is 
only the cost of the department. 

The Hon. 1. A. SWINBURNE.­
Until the money is provided, one can 
deal only with what one has been 
told. The Minister may know from 
the Treasurer that he will receive $10 
million or $20 million. The Minister 
has always been keen and he is the 
greatest publicity merchant in the 
Government. I am sure that if he 
knew that he was to receive $10 mil­
lion tomorrow, he would have an­
nounced that. He has made similar 
announcements in the past. I give 
him full marks for doing so, but we 
have heard no announcement in this 
case. The couple of million dollars 
which are to' be made available will 
not put one more person into the 
country areas of Victoria. M'Oney 
must be made available if there is to 
be a flow of population from the city 
to the country. 

The Hon. MURRAY BYRNE.-Do yD'U 
think that the rebate of pay-roll tax 
will help? Your party thinks it will. 

The Hon. 1. A. SWINBURNE.-It 
would make a contribution to solving 
the problem if it was applied in the 
way that the Country Party advocates, 
that is, to all industries outside the 
metropolitan area. I will develop 
that for the benefit of the Minister. 

The Hon. MURRAY BYRNE.-Surely 
it is a step in the right direction; you 
must give the Government some 
credit. 

The Hon. 1. A. SWINBURNE.-I 
will give the Minister the reasons fD'r 
what I have said if he will allow me 
to do so. If there is to be a pay-roll tax 
rebate for an industry which is de­
centralized, as the Government has 
said it will be, and the rebate is not 
allowed for other industries in the 
same area, that will disadvantage the 
industries which set up in the country 
using their own money. The rebate 
will be dealt with in the same way 
as land tax, which was taken off rural 

land but kept on land in towns in the 
country. This is a great burden upon 
a group which, in the main, is financ­
ing people who are getting the con­
cession. In the areas where the 
drought is so evident, who has kept 
the primary producer on the land? 
In many cases it is the local 
businessman who is extending 
credit to the primary producers. Let 
us not hoodwink ourselves. The 
Government should look at these 
complex problems. When the Gov­
ernment considers taking the conces­
sion from one section of industry in 
the country and leaving it with an­
other, it is wrong because equal op­
portunity is not provided. Equal con­
tributions should be made to decen­
tralization. 

When the Minister of Housing 
was Minister for State Develop­
ment, he carried out a door knock 
in an attempt to persuade in­
dustries to leave Melbourne. Whe­
ther that method would induce 
many industries to go to the country 
remains to be seen. Now that the hon­
orable gentleman has been given 
the portfolio of Minister of Housing 
I hope he will endeavour to have the 
policies of the Housing Commission 
revert to those existing in the 1950s, 
so that instead of building sky­
scrapers around the city of Melbourne 
the commission will provide more 
homes in the country. More houses 
are needed in every country town in 
Victoria. If they were provided they 
would be filled by workers in the 
existing industries in those towns. In 
Wangaratta, which is the home town 
of my colleague, Mr. Bradbury, there 
is a waiting list of 70 or 80 applicants 
for Housing Commission homes but 
a paltry dozen houses a year have 
been al1ocated. An applicant in Shep­
parton must wait two years before 
he can obtain a house. Most of thp 
applicants despair before their appli.· 
cations come to fruition. The waiting 
list at Wodonga contains the names 
of 70 or 80 applicants. A person 
has no chance of getting a hD'use in 
Wodonga unless he is in a specia1 
category; if he has a large family the 
commission may stretch a point. 
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The opportunity now exists for the 
Housing Commission to reverse its 
policy of building more homes in the 
metropolitan area and to provide 
more homes for industry in country 
areas. Large industries situated in 
country towns would be able to 
employ 30, 40 or 50 more people. 
Dozens of small industries which 
now employ ten or twenty people 
could add another three or four 
employees if houses were available. 
The average country firm is striving to 
obtain accommodation for its em­
ployees. That is the challenge which 
I hope the Minister of Housing will 
meet because the provision of more 
homes in coU'ntry areas will make 
a great contribution to decentraliza­
tion. Possibly, $10 million will be 
made available to the Minister for 
State Development and Decentraliza­
tion and he may be able to assist 
those industries and spend the money 
in the right direction. 

Within Victoria, two factors could 
be of great assistance to cou'ntry 
areas, namely, tourism and grants 
from the Local Government Depart­
ment. I am concerned at what will 
happen to those two sections of 
finance. The Minister for Tourism 
sent a circular to a municipality in 
my province asking that a large num­
ber of applications be reviewed. The 
projects are now listed in priority for 
six years hence. I do not know 
whether it would be legal for any 
Government to commit itself to a pro­
gramme six years hence and to grant 
applications covering the life of two 
Parliaments. Is Victoria going to 
mortgage its future so that no one 
within the normal term of office of 
a member of this House will ever see 
an application granted? 

I have received a letter from a coun­
cil within my province and a letter 
from the Director of Tourism 
in reply to a request for con­
sideration. One application was 
made in June. 1968, for a proiect 
which was estimated to cost $7.500. 
The cost has now increased to 
$12,000. If that application is cur­
rent for a further six years the cost 
could rise to $17,000. Honorable 

The Hon. I. A. Swinburne. 

members will be aware that, in 
country areas, almost all community 
projects are under-written by local 
service clubs. If I were the president 
of the Rotary Club, the Apex Club 
or the Lions Club in an area in which 
a project was suggested, and I knew 
that I would have to wait six years 
before it could be brought to frui­
tion I would wonder whether it was 
worth while starting. This is what is 
happening in Victorian country towns 
today. A delay of four years occurs 
before grants from the Local Gov­
ernment Department can be ap­
plied to certain projects. Surely some 
way can be found to lessen the delay 
and consequently avoid added costs 
to municipal projects. 

I ask the Government to consider 
replanning and to examine five as­
pects. Firstly, I hope the Minister for 
State Development and Decentraliza­
tion win be able to tell the House 
how much money he can get from 
the Treasury and whether his 
department will be enabled to 
function with the assistance of an 
allocation of $10 million. Unless 
the honorable gentleman obtains at 
least this sum his efforts will be to 
no avail. Secondly, I hope the Mini­
ster of Housing will inform the House 
of his plans to reverse the present 
policy of the Housing Commission 
of concentrating the building pro­
gramme in the metropolitan area and 
thus enable more homes to be built 
in the country. This is of paramount 
importance. 

Thirdly, I should like the Minister 
for Tourism to explain why his 
department has written to muni­
cipalities suggesting that, in some 
way, they might change their 
priorities. This is unfair because 
some people paid their share of 
certain projects six years ago and 
they should now expect to get some 
benefit from the fall-out. The hon­
orable gentleman is asking a munici­
pality to say, "You were No.1, but 
you might now be No.6." That is 
completely wrong. People who were 
enthusiastic and who raised mon.ey 
will be disappointed at the death­
knock. 
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The Hon. MURRAY BYRNE.-I did 
not send the letter. 

The Hon. I. A. SWINBURNE.-Jt 
originated from the Ministry of 
Tourism. 

The Hon. MURRAY BYRNE.-Who 
signed it? 

The Hon. I. A. SWINBURNE.-The 
Director of Tourism who acts under 
the jurisdiction of the Minister. 

The Hon. MURRAY BYRNE.-I must 
disclaim responsibility; it was not 
sent by me. 

The Hon. I. A. SWINBURNE.-Jt 
was dated 8th August. Is the honor­
able gentleman hoping to carry out 
this policy? 

The Hon. MURRAY BYRNE.-Mr. 
Swinburne is looking at me and 
talking about this letter. I had 
nothing to do with it. 

The Hon. I. A. SWINBURNE.-I am 
glad to hear that. I hope the Minister 
for State Development and Decen­
tralization will review the matter and 
so inform the House on the next day 
of meeting. Fourthly, I hope the 
Minister for Local Government will 
examine the problems of grants 
allocated from within his department 
and do something for the difficult 
financial structure of the munici­
palities. Finally, since he gave me 
a nice lead earlier, the Minister might 
look at the Town and Country Plan­
ning Board to ensure that it will be 
a little less than a dictator. 

The motion was agreed to. 

The Bill was read a second time 
and committed. 

Clause 1 was agreed to. 

Clause 2 (Issue and application of 
$221,712,000) . 

The CHAIRMAN (the Hon. G. J. 
Nicol}.-Order! I propose calling 
the items in groups and headings, 
such as "Parliament", "Premier" 
and so on. I warn honorable mem· 
bers that when any group has been 
completed, it will not be possible to 
revert to a discussion on an item in 
that group. 

The Hon. A. W. KNIGHT (Mel­
bourne West Province) .-1 refer to 
the Police Department, which is 
within the jurisdiction of the Chief 
Secretary. I believe restrictions 
should be imposed to prevent young 
people from purchasing high­
powered motor cars capable of ex­
tremely high speeds when, in many 
cases, they have just obtained a 
licence and are unable to exercise 
adequate control of the vehicle. I 
believe this is responsible for much 
of the carnage on our highways and 
by-ways. 

If a boy of eighteen has money 
of his own, or his parents are 
affluent, there is nO'thing to prevent 
him from visiting a showroom and 
purchasing the fastest car available, 
even though he is a probationary 
driver, and it is high time the 
Government took positive steps to 
ensure that a 'limit is placed on the 
horsepower of vehicles which 'can be 
purchased by young drivers. 

The Hon. K. S. GRoss.-A proba­
tionary driver is not permitted to 
drive at more than 50 miles an hour. 

The Hon. A. W. KNIGHT.-He is 
still more lethal in a high-powered 
car than in a low-powered one. I 
think the honorable Inember should 
look after the monkey that he refer­
red to some time ago. 

Inexperienced young people should 
be prevented from purchasing cars 
of extremely high power. They 
are responsible for much of the car­
nage on our roads. I should 'like to 
hear whether Mr. Gross is in favour 
of the road toll. I assure him that the 
Labor Party is not. 

The Han. K. S. GRoss.-A boy can­
not gain a licence until he is eighteen. 

The CHAIRMAN (the Hon. G. J. 
Nicol).-I request honorable mem­
bers not to conduct a private argu­
ment across the Chair. 

The Han. A. W. KNIGHT.-I am 
astounded at the ignorance of Mr. 
Gross. 
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The CHAIRMAN.-I think the 
honorable member tends to become 
a little personal. 

The Hon. A. W. KNIGHT.-I am 
astounded at the ignorance of honor­
able members on the other side of 
the House about the problem of 
the heavy road toll in this State. 
On any country road, one can observe 
young, and old, probationary drivers 
travelling at excessive speeds, and this 
would not be so prevalent if only cars 
of limited power were available to 
them. 

The Han. V. T. HAUSER.-Have a 
peanut. 

The Hon. A. W. KNIGHT.-Mr. 
Hauser should look after the Geelong 
Gas Compa'ny as he did so ably in the 
past. 

The Hon. V. T. HAUSER (Boronia 
Province) .-1 ask for a withdrawal of 
that remark, Mr. Chairman. 

The CHAIRMAN (the Hon. G. J. 
Nicol).-I am sure Mr. Knight said 
that in the heat of the moment and 
will withdraw it. 

The Hon. A. W. KNIGHT.-I shall 
withdraw, Mr. Chairman if Mr. Hau­
ser will also withdraw his remark. 

The CHAIRMAN.-No attention 
was drawn to the statemer of 
the honorable member. I thin.}{ an 
unqualified withdrawal will meet the 
case. 

The Hon. A. W. KNIGHT.-With 
great reluctance I withdraw the re­
mark. With all due deference, I re­
mind Mr. Hauser that if the cap fits 
sometimes he has to wear it. 

The CHAIRMAN .-It is not the 
custom in this Chamber for members 
to indulge in personalities. I suggest 
that Mr. Knight could confine his 
remarks to the subject which is being 
discussed. 

The Hon. A. W. KNIGHT.-I be­
lieve many inexperienced young 
people believe themselves to be much 
more capable drivers than they are. 
They believe they are a Stirling Moss 
or a Jack Brabham, especially when 

leaving car racing meetings at, say, 
Sandown Park, Phillip Island or Cal­
der, and in so doing they make a 
marked contribution to the carnage 
which is taking place on our roads. 
Representations have been made to 
the Government concerning this prob­
lem, and the Government should 
closely examine it. 

The Hon. H. M. HAMILTON.-I 
think it is the relationship of horse­
power to weight, together with other 
factors. 

The Hon. A. W. KNIGHT.-Yes, 
brake horsepower has a big bearing 
when it is related to the build of 
the car. The cars I have in mind are 
lethal weapons if they are in the 
wrong hands. Mr. Hamilton is 
familiar with the way in which Army 
drivers are trained. There is a sys­
tem of graded licences, and I think 
such a system should be adopted in 
relation to all drivers. 

The Hon. H. R. WARD (South­
Eastern Province) .-1 refer to a 
matter which affects the Chief Sec­
retary's Department, the Ministry of 
Youth and Recreation and the Mini­
stry of Conservation. It relates to 
the use of mini-bikes. I understand 
that the Chief Secretary is consider­
ing the registration of various 
vehicles, and I ask the honorable 
gentleman to discuss with other de­
partments, or perhaps with local 
government bodies, the possibility of 
setting aside areas in which young­
sters can use their mini-bikes for 
recreational purposes I know it is 
thought that the mini-bikes should 
be registered, and perhaps considera­
tion could be given to that question, 
but I point out that at present young 
people have no space in which to 
enjoy their activities and to let off 
steam. 

Before proceeding with the whole­
sale registration of these vehicles, I 
suggest that the Chief Secretary 
should ascertain whether areas of 
land can be set aside for use by 
owners of mini-bikes. I do not 
think there is any fear that they 
will damage the environment; it will 
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merely mean that they can enjoy 
themselves without causing trouble 
as they may do in suburban areas. 
It is difficult to pursue this type of 
activity in built-up urban suburbs. 

The Hon. R. J. EDDY (Doutta 
Galla Province) .-1 refer to workers 
compensation, a field in which the 
Government has done very little to 
assist workers who have been injured 
and who for years have been waiting 
to appear before the Workers Com­
pensation Board to have their cases 
heard and obtain justice. 

The small amount of $12,000 has 
been set aside to enable three officers 
to carry out duties in the interests of 
people who have been waiting for a 
very long time for justice to be done. 
The Minister should examine this 
question and arrange for the hearing 
of cases which have been waiting for 
so long. The workers concerned 
should not be deprived of their rights 
in this way. 

The Hon. A. W. KNIGHT (Mel­
bourne West Province) .-1 refer to 
the Ministry of Youth and Recreation 
and make a plea to the Government 
on behalf of the West Footscray 
branch of the Young Men's Christian 
Association which is in financial diffi­
culty. That organization has done 
marvellous work for youth in the 
Footscray area, and I hope the Gov­
ernment will see its way clear to make 
a financial contribution to the branch 
to enable it to overcome the building 
problems with which it is currently 
confronted. The Young Me'n's Chris­
tian Association in this State does a 
magnificent job, as it does through­
out the Commonwealth and in over­
seas countries, and the West Foot­
scray branch-and, indeed, all 
branches-are worthy of financial 
assistance. 

Sir GILBERT CHANDLER.-Has the 
honorable member applied for assis­
tance? 

The Hon. A. W. KNIGHT.-Repre­
sentations have been made, and I 
trust that in future the Government 
will recognize that this fine organiza­
tion thoroughly deserves generous 
financial assistance. 

The sitting was suspended at 6.30 
p.m. until 8.2 p.m. 

The Hon. S. R. McDONALD 
(Northern Province) .-Last week, in 
my contribution to the debate on the 
motion for the adoption of an Ad­
dress-in-Reply to the Governor's 
Speech, 1 referred to several im­
portant matters of philosophy affect­
ing education. I now wish to mention 
one or two matters which are more 
mundane. The first is that in primary 
and secondary schools throughout 
Victoria there are many temporary 
class-rooms which are for emergency 
accommodation. Unfortunately, the 
Education Department apparently has 
adopted a policy whereby, bocause 
these buildings are considered to be 
of a temporary nature, it does not 
provide them with suitable cooling or 
ventilation facilities. It has been 
brought to my notice by parents and 
students at Echuca High School that 
during the summer months the port­
able class-rooms become quite hot and 
on a genuine summer day are unbear­
able for both children and staff. 1 ask 
the Leader of the House to bring this 
matter to the attention of both the 
Minister of Education and the Minister 
of Public Works. This is a serious 
matter for the staff and pupils who 
have to attend classes in portable 
class-rooms, in northern Victoria at 
least, where the summer temperatures 
can be high. 

The other matter 1 wish to raise is 
of somewhat similar vein. At Roch­
ester, the municipality has just com­
pleted a comprehensive and extensive 
sewerage scheme. The primary school 
and secondary school toilet facilities 
cannot be connected to the town 
sewerage system because of lack of 
finance. On a recent occasion, the 
whole population of the secondary 
school was sent home for the after­
noon because the septic system had 
broken down. This system could easily 
be connected to the town sewerage 
system. I consider that this situation 
should be examined and the necessary 
finance found. I appreciate that there 
are great demands on the Education 
Department from all parts of the 
State, but I repeat that this is a 
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serious matter, which I hope the 
Minister of Agriculture will bring to 
the notice of the Minister of Educa­
tion. 

The Hon. A. W. KNIGHT (Mel­
bourne West Province) .-1 wish to 
raise several problems relating to 
education. The first is the need 
for a secondary school in the Melton 
dis trict. The children from this area 
have to travel into the area repre­
sented by the Minister of Housing, 
who has done nothing to assist in the 
provision of a secondary school at 
Melton. I also point out that there is 
no technical school at Werribee. With 
the emphasis on advanced education 
for children, it behoves the Govern­
ment to make higher education facili­
ties available in these areas. It is 
hardly necessary for me to point out 
how the population of Melton has in­
creased. 

The Hon. V. O. DICKIE.-Who repre­
sents Melton? 

The Hon. A. W. KNIGHT.-It is in 
my province. The Minister passes 
through it every day, but he would 
not know where the high school is. 

The Hon. V. O. DICKIE.-Does Mr. 
Knight know where the land for the 
kindergarten is? 

The Hon. A. W. KNIGHT.-I re­
call that the Minister visited the kin­
dergarten once as Minister of Health; 
that is the last occasion on which I 
saw him there. 

The Hon. V. O. DICKIE.-Did not 
the Government build a beautiful kin­
dergarten at Melton? 

The Hon. A. W. KNIGHT.-With 
finance provided by the Minister's 
Liberal cohorts. However, the Gov­
ernment has failed to establish a high 
school in the area with the result that 
children have to travel into the elect­
orate represented by the Minister of 
Housing. I do not know how much it 
costs the Government to transport 
students from Melton to Bacchus 
Marsh and also to Sunshine Technical 
School. I am sure the Minister will 
agree that the population in this area 
is increasing rapidly, and that a 
secondary school should be provided. 

I have made repeated representa­
tions for a technical school to be con­
structed between Werribee and Laver­
ton. In these days of advancing tech­
nology, children should be able to 
undertake technical education. At 
present students from Werribee have 
to travel to technical schools at 
Tottenham, Altona or Williamstown. 
Much is said about the growth and 
development of technology; the Gov­
ernment should put its policies into 
practice and establish a technica1 
school in the Laverton area so that 
children in the western suburbs may 
obtain the education which they 
deserve and which their parents 
desire for them. 

The Hon. R. J. EDDY (Doutta 
Galla Province) .-According to the 
figures submitted, the increased al­
location for all activities of the Attor­
ney-General's Department amounts 
to about $1· 2 million. The administra­
tive section of the department has had 
few additional appointments. I am 
concerned at the period of time which 
prisoners who are unable to obtain 
bail have to spend in the remand sec­
tion at Pentridge Gaol. On many oc­
casions, prisoners are locked up for 5, 
6 or 7 months because the Govern­
ment since it has been in office has 
not seen fit to appoint sufficient 
judges to expedite the hearing of 
cases. 

I notice that last year one extra B 
class officer was appointed to the 
department, and only one additiona1 
County Court judge, although I 
saw an announcement in today's 
press that a further four Supreme 
Court judges may be appointed. The 
report did not state when this will 
occur. Only one extra associate has 
been appointed for the County 
Court. This situation is not good 
enough. As I have said previously. 
on occasions prisoners who have been 
locked up for periods of from five to 
seven months are found not gUilty. 
The Government should take action 
in the interests of prisoners who 
cannot obtain bail. Possibly insuffi­
cient money is allocated for thh~ 
purpose. 
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The Hon. A. J. HUNT.-Did Mr. 
Eddy see the announcement in 
today's press? 

The Hon. R. J. EDDY.-If the 
Minister had been listening, he would 
have heard me say that I read it, and 
I also said that I did not know 
whether the appointments would be 
made this year or next year or 
whether sufficient money had been 
allocated. 

The Hon. A. J. HUNT.-The 
announcement referred to the ap­
pointment of four Supreme Court 
judges. Mr. Eddy mentioned County 
Court judges. 

The Hon. R. J. EDDY.-Many of 
the prisoners kept in the remand 
section at Pentridge without bail 
appear before County Court judges, 
not Supreme Court judges. The 
Government should appoint addi­
tional County Court judges in the 
interests of these prisoners and also 
of female prisoners so that the hear­
ing of cases may be expedited. If 
these persons were found not guilty, 
they could be released much sooner. 
I ask the Minister of Agriculture to 
ensure that action is taken to appoint 
additional County Court judges. 

The Hon. H. A. THOMAS (Mel­
bourne West Province) .-There are 
many deficiences in the community. 
For example, there are shortcomings 
in education, hospitals and the ser­
vices which accompany hospitals, 
road transport and particularly the 
railways, and there is an ever­
increasing interest being taken in 
pollution. Recently we were informed 
that the Yarra River can be cleaned 
up at tremendous expense-probably 
at a cost of millions of dollars. As 
part of the plan for cleaning up the 
environment surely, first and fore­
most, the people's requirements are 
water, drainage and sewerage. Much 
has been said about providing these 
services in the metropolitan area-in 
fact, there has been more talk than 
action. 

In recent times much information 
has been disseminated through the 
community about the causes of pol­
lution and people are becoming aware 
of the fearful results of sheer neglect 
and failure to provide the normal 
basic requirements for sewerage. In 
the western suburbs, which area 
I represent, there is a marked lack 
of water, drainage and sewerage 
facilities. In certain areas only 4 
miles from the General Post Office 
no sewerage facilities are available. 
Six or 8 miles from the city, 
mothers are rearing families with no 
town reticulated water supply at 
hand. Their water supply is provided 
by rain caught from the roofs of the 
houses, yet Melbourne is considered 
to be a modern city! One's first 
reaction, perhaps, is to blame the 
Melbourne and Metropolitan Board of 
Works for the lack of the essential 
facilities, but the board can do only 
the work its funds will allow. 

The Hon. R. J. EDDY.-The board 
should not build freeways. 

The Hon. H. A. THOMAS.-So long 
as the freeways do not go through 
the Collingwood football ground it 
will be all right! The board can 
carry out only the work for which 
the funds are provided and the Gov­
ernment must provide the necessary 
money. I do not wish to denigrate 
the Government, but twelve months 
ago the water supply at Werribee 
was a disgrace. Fortunately for 
Werribee, a by-election was held at 
about that time and eight days be­
fore the election the Shire of 
Werribee received an advance from 
the Government, but the Govern­
ment did not inform the members of 
this Parliament who represented the 
area. 

The Hon. A. J. HUNT.-As soon as 
I received the information I conveyed 
it to the honorable member. 

The Hon. H. A. THOMAS.-I read 
about it first in the local newspaper. 
Anyway, Mr. Guy won the by­
election! A further complaint relates 
to the Cherry estate, in Laverton 
East riding, which is zoned for 
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noxious trades. Building is taking 
place on the estate but factories 
built there have no drainage and the 
drainage from them runs over the 
paddocks. I understand that the 
firm of W. Angliss and Co. (Aust.) 
Pty. Ltd. is moving to the area, 
although no drainage has been pro­
vided. I also understand from the 
local council that the Government 
will provide $600,000 for drainage 
facilities for this company, but why 
did the Government wait until W. 
Angliss and Co. (Aust.) Pty. Ltd. 
came into the area? This proves that 
the Government can find money when 
it is wanted for a particular purpose. 
I trust that the Government will do 
the same for areas in the western 
suburbs requiring these facilities. 

Earlier I asked a question in this 
Chamber in regard to records of 
surveys for the development of manu­
facturing and non-manufacturing in­
dustries. Apparently no research or 
surveys have been undertaken, but the 
Government has stated that it believes 
in decentralization and co-operation 
with local councils. The truth is that 
this Government provides through its 
instrumentalities many necessary ser­
vices in areas up to 30 miles east 
and south-east from Melbourne 
where there are no Labor Parlia­
mentary representatives. 

The lifeblood of this nation is 
provided through facilities such as 
water, drainage and sewerage. Surely 
the Board of Works would prefer 
balanced development and to pro­
vide services, such as water, sewer­
age and drainage only a short dis­
tance west from Melbourne than 
providing such services in localities 
many more miles from the city. I 
have no doubt that this -Govern­
ment, through the former Premier, 
Sir Henry Bolte, placed great 
pressure on the Federal Govern­
ment to provide additional funds 
for all kinds of public works, 
but evidently not sufficient pressure 
was applied. The Board of Works 
possesses all the technology, physical 
resources and manpower it needs to 
carry out the works to which I have 
referred which would supply the 

The Hon. H. A. Thomas. 

western suburbs with water, drainage 
and sewerage and help to overcome 
pollution of the environment. All it 
lacks is a sufficiency of funds with 
which to do the work. 

Almost 2·5 million people reside 
within the area serviced by the Board 
of Works and by the end of this 
century it is estimated that this 
number will be doubled. This means 
that the board has to provide ser­
vices each year for a population in­
crease equivalent to the population of 
Ballarat, and every ten years for a 
population increase equivalent to the 
population of Adelaide. To sup­
ply these minimum standards 
during the next five years, the 
board will have to spend approxi­
mately $450 million, made up by $280 
million on sewerage, $148 million on 
water and approximately $17 million 
on drainage. This would mean an ex­
penditure of about $90 million a year. 

Last year the Board of Works 
spent $70 million, which means that 
at least $20 million a year will be re­
quired over and above its normal 
allocation. I have some thoughts on 
the question of money. When there 
is a national emergency, such as a 
war, untold millions of dollars can be 
quickly found for the purpose of des­
troying the enemy, but when it comes 
to providing for the people's basic 
needs the absence of money seems to 
stand in the way. 

The Hon. A. J. HUNT.-Of course it 
does in every field of life. 

The Han. H. A. THOMAS.-The 
Minister for Local Government 
should wait a moment. If there is 
a national emergency, such as a war, 
untold millions of dollars and the best 
brains in the world can be found in 
an endeavour to develop ways in 
which mankind can be destroyed. 
Money is made in a mint. I can 
understand that the absence of phy­
sical resources can prevent the Board 
of Works from proceeding with the 
kind of proJects to which I have re­
ferred, or that projects could be im­
peded because of flood, fire or famine. 
However, money is made in a mint 
and I am sure that the mint does not 
change very much. 
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Toe Victorian Government must 
pressurize the McMahon Govern­
ment a little harder. However, there 
is a small brightening in the sky 
for the people of Victoria and of 
Australia. The public will be voting 
before the end of the year and my 
personal judgment is 'that after the 
election there will be a Labor Govern­
ment in Canberra which will mean 
that the Victorian Government will 
be approaching Mr. Gough Whitlam 
for increased assistance. In its ap­
proach the Victorian Government will 
have the full support of the Labor 
Party in this Chamber. The Vic­
torian Government should endeavour 
to obtain sufficient funds to provide 
sewerage, water and drainage for the 
residents of Victoria because water 
is the lifeblood of the nation and the 
other facilities are equally important. 
I have a message for the people of 
Victoria and of Australia, namely, 
that in a little time a Labor Govern­
ment will be in office in Canberra and 
not to worry because finance wi'll be 
provided for the Victorian Govern­
ment to carry out all the works that 
are necessary for the life of the com-
munity. . 

The Hon. A. W. KNIGHT (Mel­
bourne West Province) .-1 bring to 
the notice of honorable members a 
problem associated with the lack of 
hospital facilities in the west­
ern suburbs of Melbourne. Although 
I appreciate what has been done in 
the past and what is to be done in 
the future, with extensions being 
made to the Footscrav and District 
Hospital, I suggest that the Govern­
ment should plan ahead to cater 
further for the needs of the residents 
in the western suburbs. The need 
will become more intensified with the 
spread of the metropolitan area. The 
Sunshine City Council has tentatively 
offered the Government land for 
the construction of another hos­
pita'l to cater for the residents in the 
fringe areas. Land was originally set 
aside for this purpose alongside the 
Sunshine High School in Ballarat 

Road, but the Hospitals and Charities 
Commission considered that the area 
was too small for a general purpose 
hospital. To overcome the land 
shortage, the Sunshine City Council 
is prepared to make available land 
which it will re-zone so that a gen­
eral hospital can be constructed. 
Recently the daily newspapers con­
ducted a campaign highlighting the 
chaotic conditions appertaining at the 
Footscray and District Hospital. 

The Han. H. R. W ARD.-Quite an 
amount of money has been spent 
there already. 

The Han. A. W. KNIGHT.-Yes, 
but not as much as has been spent 
in the south-eastern suburbs, mainly 
for political purposes. Another gen­
eral purpose hospital is required to 
cater for the major industrial areas 
in the district. The reason for the 
present lack of hospital facilities is 
that the Government has not car­
ried out any forward planning. The 
Footscray and District Hospital has 
some of the best surgeons and nurs­
ing staff in Australia and on the nurs­
ing side the record speaks for itself. 

The Hon. MURRAY BYRNE.-What 
about the Williamstown and District 
Hospital. 

The Hon. A. W. KNIGHT.-The 
record of that hospital is also good. 
One of 'the relatives of the Minister 
for State Development and Decentra­
lization, who is a past president of the 
committee running the hospital, can 
testify to that. The Williamstown 
hospital is one of the main hospitals 
in the western suburbs. In addition 
to the women's maternity section, 
there is also a tonsillectomy and ap­
pendectomy section located in the 
hospital, but a further general pur­
pose hospital is required to cater for 
the needs of residents in the immedi­
ate area. The Sunshine City Council 
has now generously offered additional 
land to the Government. I hope the 
Government will accept the offer and 
use the land for the construction of 
an urgently needed general purpose 
hospital. 
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Sir GILBERT CHANDLER.-Has Mr. 
Knight spoken to the Minister of 
Health about the need for a fur­
ther hospital? 

The Hon. A. W. KNIGHT.-Yes, 
it was taken up with the Minister 
of Housing when he was Minister 
of Health, just after his portfolio 
was changed. The honorable 
gentleman was informed of the 
need for further hospitals. In view 
of the fact that the Sunshine City 
Council is prepared to re-zone an area 
of land on its border so that a hospital 
can be constructed, I hope the Gov­
ernment will act immediately so that 
people living in those areas will be 
covered and have a general purpose 
hospital available which will cater 
for their needs. The area is growing, 
especially in the north-west around 
Keilor and Gisborne, and further 
hospital accommodation is needed 
urgently. 

The Hon. H. R. WARD (South­
Eastern Province) .-1 must confess 
I have some sympathy with the views 
expressed by Mr. Knight. I want to 
raise a couple of matters which I 
have previously brought to the 
notice of the Minister of Health, 
the first being the growth of the 
Frankston and District Community 
Hospital. The aspect that I shall 
bring to the notice of honorable 
members will also be discussed at 
the annual meeting of the hospital 
which is being held tonight. I was 
informed today by the president of 
the hospital committee that in the 
past few weeks 39 patients had 
been refused admittance because 
no beds were available. The hos­
pital, which has a capacity of 150 
beds, has an average daily bed occcu­
pancyof 143·3 patients. These figures 
appear in the annual report. 

According to the figures of the Hos­
pitals and Charities Commission there 
is a need in Frankston for a hospital 
with 320 beds, so at present the hos­
pital is 170 beds short. There is no 
doubt that the 'existence of this hos­
pital is very important as it provides 
services for the whole of the Morning­
ton Peninsula. At present action is 
being taken to obtain additional land 

adjacent to the existing hospital. 
However, the immediate need is to in­
crease the number of beds at the hos­
pital. I discussed the problem with 
Dr. Akeroyd this morning and I 
asked him whether, as a doctor, 
he turned away in-patients from 
that hospital, and he informed 
me that every avenue was explored 
to find accommodation for patients 
who were referred to the hospital by 
doctors in the Frankston area. The 
hospi tal committee should be given 
the green light immediately to pro­
vide the necessary extensions to the 
Frankston hospital now that it has 
raised by public subscription suffici­
ent money to cover the amount to be 
provided by the Hospitals and Char­
ities Commission. 

Sir GILBERT CHANDLER.-How 
much has been raised? 

The Hon H. R. WARD.-The com­
mittee has raised nearly $200,000. 
The second matter relates to the 
Peninsula Ambulance Service, which 
has a helicopter used by the ambu­
lance service stationed at Tyabb. 
It is aptly named The Angel 
of Mercy. Every municipality on the 
Mornington Peninsula, from Mor­
dialloc to West Gippsland, has sup­
ported the establishment and 
continued service of the peninsula 
ambulance helicopter service, which 
can operate within a radius of 100 
miles of Frankston. The Peninsula 
Ambulance Service requires an 
amount in excess of $60,000 each 
year to maintain this service. A 
survey of costs reveals that it is no 
dearer to maintain this helicopter 
ambulance service than it is to 
maintain an ordinary road ambulance 
service. 

Between Mount Eliza and the major 
Melbourne hospitals a road ambu­
lance has to traverse some 35 miles 
of suburban roads in built-up 
areas, and it is utterly ridicu­
lous that an ambulance should 
be forced to race at high 
speeds through heavy traffic to con­
vey a seriously injured patient to a 
Melbourne hospital. Recently the 
Melbourne City Council made a 
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stupid decision when it attempted to 
debar the helicopter from landing 
close to the major hospitals. The 
decision was made without consult­
ing the Peninsula Ambulance Service 
and apparently the Hospitals and 
Charities Commission agreed with 
the decision. The Melbourne City 
Council even had the audacity to 
suggest that the helicopter should 
land at Essendon or Tullamarine and 
that a road vehicle should be pro­
vided to continue the journey into 
Melbourne. 

It is generally believed, in fact it 
is confirmed, that the service is 
essential. It is used only for serious 
cases and it is the responsibility of 
the doctor to decide whether a case is 
serious or not. I appeal to the 
Minister of Health and the Hospitals 
and Charities Commission to support 
this helicopter ambulance service. 
The service was provided on the 
peninsula before a similar service 
was established in any other part of 
the world and because people on the 
peninsula thought of the idea and 
put the scheme into operation first, 
it has been refused assistance. Now 
the Hospitals and Charities Commis­
sion has sent an officer overseas to 
investigate a scheme which has been 
modelled on the peninsula air ambul­
ance service. I hope those connected 
with the Peninsula Ambulance Ser­
vice will receive support for the con­
tinuance of this important air 
ambulance service. 

A further point I wish to raise con· 
cerns the pre-school investigation 
which has been under way for some 
time. The report will be handed 
down shortly and it is hoped that 
decisions will then be made to pro­
vide assistance to pre-school centres. 
It is well known that the Victorian 
pre-school system is the best in 
Australia-it is better than the 
system provided by the Common­
wealth Government. Nevertheless, 
more money is required for the 
establishment of additional pre­
school centres. The pre-school 
system is a necessary facility for the 
working mother and is of benefit to 

the Education Department. The 
sooner more money is provided for 
the pre-school system and scholar­
ships granted to girls to enable them 
to be trained for kindergarten and 
pre-school work so that these trained 
persons can take over as kinder­
garten directors, the sooner there 
will be a much better pre-school 
service. Another problem facing the 
pre-school system is the need for 
assistants. The Government provides 
support in the form of money to 
cover the cost of the director, but 
any other assistance required within 
the pre-school system must be provi­
ded by the parents. In the South­
Eastern Province, and no doubt in 
other country areas, the community 
cannot afford to provide the necessary 
money. On behalf of the Carrum, 
Pearcedale and other pre-school 
centres and of the people who have 
written to me on the subject, I appeal 
to the Government to provide this ex­
tra money and arrange that the 
scholarship system for kindergarten 
trainees be at least equivalent to the 
studentships which are provided by 
the Education Department. 

The Hon. R. J. EDDY (Doutta 
Galla Province) .-1 support the re­
marks of the two previous speakers 
that hospitals should be provided by 
the Government in various municipali­
ties throughout Victoria. We who 
represent the people in the northern 
suburbs of Melbourne, wish to im­
press on the responsible Minister and 
the Government that a proposal to 
provide a hospital in the northern 
suburbs should be examined. The 
nearest hospital to the people who 
reside in the vicinity of Broad­
meadows, Fawkner and Craigieburn 
is the Royal Melbourne Hospital. 
Broadmeadows is a fast-growing area 
with a large population. The Govern­
ment has seen fit to redevelop Craig­
ieburn as a residential area. Many 
people reside in this district. The 
northern suburbs, which are expand­
ing rapidly in the direction of Wallan, 
are thickly populated, and there is 
no hospital between the Royal Mel­
bourne Hospital and Seymour. 
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The Hon. F. J. GRANTER.-There is 
a hospital at Kilmore. 

The Hon. R. J. EDDY.-There is a 
maternity hospital at Essendon, too, 
but that does not assist the people in 
the northern suburbs. The Govern­
ment must closely examine the posi­
tion in the northern suburbs of Mel­
bourne which extend to Tullamarine 
and as far as Bulla. The closest hos­
pital to the people who reside in 
Thomastown, Lalor and Epping, which 
has a large residential population of 
30,000, is the Preston and Northcote 
Community Hospital. If a hospital 
were to be built on the other side of 
the Broadmeadows elector,ate, the 
people in 'that area would be able to 
reach it much more quickly than they 
could travel to the Preston and North­
cote Community Hospital. I urge the 
Minister to suggest to the Minister 
of Health that the Government should 
closely examine the proposal to pro­
vide a hospital in the northern sub­
urbs of Melbourne. 

The Hon. J. M. TRIPOVICH 
(Doutta Galla Province) .-At the re­
quest of Mr. Merrifield, who was then 
Minister of Public Works, the Cain 
Labor Government of 1945-47 ap­
proved plans for a hospital or pro­
mised a hospital to the city of Essen­
don. Due mainly to the beneficence of 
the Thomas family, approximately a 
quarter of a million pounds was 
raised. The Government changed and 
the money was not used. The Gov­
ernment's policy has always been that 
the Royal Melbourne Hospital shall 
service the northern area. On occa­
sions the former Minister of Health, 
Mr. Dickie, argued that the Royal 
Melbourne Hospital was capable of 
serving the whole northern area, that 
people in the various outlying dis­
tricts were only half-an-hour away 
from the hospital by ambulance, and 
that therefore, there was no need for 
the development of a new hospital at 
Essendon. 

I support Mr. Eddy's remarks. The 
Preston and Northcote Community 
Hospital has written its name in the 
annals of plastic surgery. The finest 
plastic surgeo'n in Victoria has func­
tioned at the hospital over a period 

of years. It is essential for a hospi­
tal to be developed at Essendon on the 
land which is now available, and 
f':lrther development is possible by 
vIrtue of the houses which have been 
purchased by the Essendon and Dis­
trict Hospital Committee. I pay tri­
bute to the committee which held its 
annual meeting last night. Unfortu­
nately, Mr. Eddy and I were unable 
to attend as we were in the 
House. So far Httle assistance has 
been received from the Government. 

The residents of Essendon have 
been allowed to build a maternity 
hospital out of the money which has 
been raised. What Mr. Eddy said 
is correct-the land and the room 
for development are there. It is all 
right to say that patients can be taken 
to the Royal Melbourne Hospital 
where they will receive the best of 
attention and that one can catch a 
tram from almost anywhere in the 
northern areas to the hospital be­
cause it is situated near a junction. 
Parking is difficult for those who wish 
to visit their friends. At this stage 
the Government should examine 
the developme'nt of what is now 
the maternity hospital at Essen­
don. We live for the day when this 
hospital will be developed into a 
general hospital equal to or compar­
able with the Preston and Northcote 
Community Hospital. If the Govern­
ment considers that a hospital should 
be developed in Broadmeadowls, the 
people of Essendon will not quarrel 
with that, but at this stage no agree­
ment has been reached for the de­
velopment of a general hospital in 
the northern suburbs. 

Honorable members are familiar 
with the Government's policy and 
with the policy of the Hospitals and 
Charities Commission. The former 
Minister of Health-now the Mini­
ster of Housing-will recall the 
days of Mr. McVilly when the 
policy was to put hospitals all 
over the place. General nursing and 
training hospitals are required in 
limited numbers with greater em­
phasis on servicing hospitals where 
people can visit their sick relatives. 
I believe the greatest development 
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towards proper hospitalization is 
based on the development of a 
nursing service similar to the 
Royal District Nursing Service, 
which enables patients to be treated 
urgently in hospital but as soon 
as possible to be transported 
to their own homes where they can 
be serviced by the visits of a district 
nurse. They are much happier and 
the hospital bed situation is greatly 
relieved. 

I commend Mr. Eddy's comments to 
the Government and ask that the faci­
lities available at the Essendon and 
District Hospital be examined with 
the view of developing the hospital 
into a general hospital. 

I wish to comment on state de­
velopment and decentralization. I 
am delighted to see that provision is 
made in the Estimates for a co'ntribu­
tion of $265,000 to the Victoria Pro­
motion Trust Fund and that a similar 
contribution was made last year. In 
addition to the contribution that was 
made to the fund last year, I notice 
on page 214 of the Estimates a refer­
ence to a further contribution of 
$30,000. The Victoria Promotion 
Trust Fund has been nothing less 
than a publicity stunt for the Govern­
ment. The money has been handed 
over to the Victoria Promotion Com­
mittee to be spent by that body. So 
long as the Treasurer is satisfied how 
the money is spent no one cares. The 
committee has had more than $1·5 
million. Last year it received $295,000, 
and this year it is to receive $265,000. 
No report has been presented on 
what has been done with a 
cent of this money. For ten years 
in this House I have asked for the 
reason. Does Sir Maurice Nathan 
receive this money because he is a 
friend of the former Premier and has 
formed a little company which he has 
extended to promote the Government 
overseas? Is it right that a firm of 
industrialists which wishes to come 
to Australia has to come through this 
organization of industrialists? The 
Department of State Development and 
Decentralization has been allocated 
less money than the amount given to 
the Victoria Promotion Committee 

over the past ten years. Is the Gov­
ernment sincere on the subject of 
decentralization? I have raised this 
matter many times. I say to the 
new Minister for State Develop­
ment and Decentralization that I 
am pleased to see this money 
being allocated through this fund 
and not through the fund of the 
Treasurer. I believe that a properly 
constituted committee functioning 
under the Minister for State Devel­
opment could have done all that has 
been achieved by the Victoria Pro­
motion Committee. At the end of 
the period, I hope a report will be 
available On what has been done 
with the money. 

I now wish to comment briefly 
on transport. The Ministry of 
Transport consists of a staff of 
five, including a director, a class 
A officer, administrative, a class 
B officer, administrative, and two 
Technical and General Division 
officers. Last year the cost of the 
Ministry was $54,977. This year the 
cost is expected to be $61,200. Why 
cannot the Government allocate to 
the department a transportation plan­
ning expert, or if necessary, two Ol'! 
three transportation planning experts? 
In the development of any area, un­
doubtedly the first form of trans­
port required is buses, because the 
overhead of providing fixed-rail 
transport to newly-developing areas 
is too costly. This department 
should plan future transport require­
ments. When the Ministry of 
Transport was established I com­
mented that I was pleased be­
cause it co-ordinated the activities of 
the fixed-rail trams and trains, and 
also co-ordinated private enterprise 
buses as well as railway buses. 
If I became Minister of Transport my 
first action would be to appoint at 
least two or three experts on trans­
port to investigate how the transport 
system could be improved in the outer 
fast-growing areas and even the inner 
suburbs for that matter, and advise 
the Minister. 

Some limit ought to be placed on 
the issuing of bus licences. Admit­
tedly, a bus proprietor should be 
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given some monopoly of operation 
initially to service a route, particu­
larly if he has to purchase new buses. 
At least, the proprietor ought to be 
able to cover his investment. How­
ever, the issue of a licence for a 
particular route should not be given 
for the 'rest 'of the proprietor's life, 
because if at some later stage the 
Government wanted to extend its 
own transport system into the area 
it should not be necessary to com­
pensate the private bus operator for 
the loss of his licence. You, Mr. 
President, will remember that when 
the Government took over the Don­
caster bus routes, $1·3 million was 
paid in compensation. 

If experts were appointed to advise 
the Minister on the most suitable 
form of transport for an area, the 
system would be improved. Undoubt­
edly, private buses would be neces­
sary in the initial stages but, as a 
route develops, there is no better or 
faster system than fixed rail trans­
port. Without question, this type of 
transport is coming back overseas. 
I shall deal with that subject more 
extensively during the Address-in­
Reply debate. 

The Government should establish 
a transport planning section within 
the Ministry of Transport, not associa­
ted with the railways, tramways or 
private bus operators. I commend 
these thoughts to the Government. 

The Hon. A. W. KNIGHT (Mel­
bourne West Province) .-I refer to 
the problem confronting mothers with 
young children in prams who wish 
to travel from the western suburbs to 
the city by the Melbourne and Metro­
politan Tramways Board buses. At 
present, these mothers are deprived of 
the oppo'rtunity 'Of taking their prams 
on the buses beyond Footscray. It 
ill-behoves the Government transport 
system to prevent mothers from 
travelling into town for shopping or 
to conduct other business in the com­
mercial area of the city. Mothers 
should have this opportunity during 
off-peak periods. 

The doors of some of the buses 
need widening to enable mothers to 

get their prams inside. I do not want 
to deal with the environmental 
problem at this stage because the 
House will hear quite a lot about 
it during the Address-in-Reply 
debate. Recently, I was privileged 
to travel overseas and see the rapid 
transport systems operating in certain 
overseas cities. There is an urgent 
need for the establishment of a rapid 
transport system into the westen~ 
suburbs. 

I appeal to the Minister of Trans­
port to have the Melbourne and 
Metropolitan Tramways Board repeal 
the regulations so that mothers may 
travel into the city with young chil­
dren in prams during off-peak periods. 
On many occasions Government sup­
porters have spoken about the need 
to develop the commercial centre of 
Melbourne and now a Government 
instrumentality is preventing mothers 
from bringing their children into the 
city on the tramways buses. 

As a former railway employee, 
I realize that the Victorian Railways 
have a regulation which empowers 
a train guard to refuse to allow 
mothers to bring prams onto a train, 
but rarely does this happen. I ask 
the Minister of Transport to look into 
the situation. 

I now refer to railways. Only the 
other day, I read that the famous 
American actor, William Boyd, 
who played the part of Hopa­
long Cassidy, had died. How­
ever, the era of Hop'along Cassidy 
is not dead in the western suburbs 
with the wagon trains rattling down 
to Altona. Admittedly, following 
repeated requests from my colleague 
in another place and myself for an 
upda ting of 'the wagon trains running 
to Altona and to St. Albans, the rail­
ways have updated the cars to the old 
red wagons. However, that is not 
good enough. 

Some time ago, the Public Works 
Committee recommended tha't the 
railway line to Altona should be ex­
tended to Westona. On many occa­
sions I have referred to the dwindling 
railway finances and requested that 
the Altona line be extended so that 
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the residents of Westona would have 
an adequate transport system. I re­
alize the problems at Kensington con­
cerning the construction of a twin 
line with the viaduct in the area. 
Works are to be carried out in the 
future on the Kensington viaduct to 
enable additional services to be pro­
vided for the western suburbs. 

I trust that the Railways Commis­
sioners wil1 consider extending the 
St. Albans line to Sydenham to enable 
the residents of that area to use a 
rapid transport system. My colleague, 
Mr. Thomas, comes from Deer Park 
and on reoeated occasions I have re­
quested that the Deer Park line be 
electrified. The Minister for State 
Development and Decentralization, 
having travelled from Ballarat 
through the province which I repre­
sent, will realize the need for electri­
fication and duplication of the track 
to the highly developed housing area 
at Deer Park. 

Earlier this evening, I spoke about 
road traffic, the carnage on the 
roads, the problems of pollution 
and hospitalization. An extension 
of the railways system, to use over­
seas terminology, into a rapid trans­
port system should be undertaken in 
the Deer Park area. Once again, I 
plead with the Minister of Transport 
for the extension and electrification 
of the Deer Park line. Even if electri­
fication cannot be taken as far as 
Deer Park, I ask that the railway 'line 
into the area be duplicated. Suffi­
cient land is available for the con­
struction of a dual track and the bal­
last on the present track will permit 
this work to be undertaken. 

At St. Albans, there is a dual track 
and I lask that it be extended 1 mile 
farther to Sydenham so that the 
residents of this high-density housing 
area may have a rapid transport 
system. An improvement in the rail­
way system will help Ito stop the 
carnage on the roads and aUeviate 
the problems of pollution. 

I trust that the wagon trains will 
be taken off the Altona line and that 
the residents will be able to use the 

blue carriages or the new air-con­
ditioned carriages instead of their 
being available exclusively in the 
salubrious suburbs east of Melbourne. 

Sir GILBERT CHANDLER (Mini­
ster of Agriculture) .-As is usual 
with a Supply Bill, the debate has 
been wide and varied. The introduc­
tion of Supply enables honorable 
members to ventilate their problems, 
grievances and complaints. After 
listening to the debate, one would 
need to be the archangel Gabriel to 
reply to each of the criticisms and re­
quests. 

The new Premier and Treasurer, 
Mr. Hamer, has introduced his first 
Budget and, regardless of the criti­
cisms that have been aired this even­
ing, it is a well-balanced Budget. 
Whilst nobody can get exactly what 
he wants in this world, and certainly 
not in politics, the Budget has been 
well received by all sections of the 
community. It is all very well to in­
troduce a Budget and to indicate the 
course of activities that the Govern­
ment will be involved in, but it is 
during the next twelve months or 
two years when matters associated 
with the Budget are carried into effect 
that the criticisms will be made for 
good or for bad. The total over-all 
Budget embraces an amount of 
$1· 362 million, representing an in­
crease of $151 million over last year. 
Honorable members will appreciate 
that this is a tremendous increase. 

The Hon. J. M. TRIPOVlcH.-Nearly 
the whole of the increase will go on 
wages and expenses. 

Sir GILBERT CHANDLER.-I want 
to deal with that aspect as it relates 
to education because Mr. Tripovich 
commented upon it. Some $498 million 
has been allocated to education, which 
is an increase of $74·3 million on last 
year. Of this increase, approximately 
$40 million will meet additional 
salary awards and practically half of 
the amount is for wage increases not 
this year, but last financial year. 

Mr. Tripovich contended that the 
over-all benefit was not as great as it 
should be. In fairness, I point out 
that some 2,500 additional teachers 
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will be employed this financial year 
over and above meeting higher 
salary awards. This is not a bad per­
formance in education. 

The Hon. J. M. TRIPOVICH.-I 
said 3,105 addiUonal teachers. 

Sir GILBERT CHANDLER.-I do 
not think it is quite as high as that. 

The Hon. J. M. TRIPOVICH.-Accord­
ing to the Estimates, the additional 
provision is $56 million. 

Sir GILBERT CHANDLER.-Ap­
proximately 44·8 per cent of the total 
Budget allocation is being used on 
education and that is an increase of 
1·4 per cent on last year. 

The Hon. J. M. TRIPOVICH.­
Most of the money is for salary 
increases; that is the point I make. 

Sir GILBERT CHANDLER.-But 
the Government can obtain only a 
certain amount of money. Mr. Tripo­
vich has not come up with one sug­
gestion tonight on how it can obtain 
more finance. Certainly he made 
many suggestions on how more 
money could be spent. 

The Hon. J. M. TRIPOVICH.­
The new Treasurer has found much 
more money than the old Treasurer 
admitted he had. 

Sir GILBERT CHANDLER.-The 
"shadow Treasurer" has not sug­
gested where additional finance could 
come from to meet all the demands 
made by Mr. Tripovich tonight. Of 
the money allocated by the Budget, 
$192 million goes to hospitals. That 
is some $15 million more than last 
year's allocation. Of that $192 million, 
the running costs of hospitals, alto­
gether apart from capital works and 
so on, will take some $95·8 million. 
I could do with more money for agri­
culture, and many other departments 
could use more money. 

The Hon. J. M. TRIPOVICH.­
Your department received more than 
$1· 5 million extra. 

Sir GILBERT CHANDLER.-But, 
on Mr. Tripovich's own admission, a 
lot of that money will be taken up by 
salary increases. Many departments 

want additional finance but the per­
sistent demand in the community for 
better educational services causes 
such a high percentage of the total 
Budget allocation to be spent on edu­
cation that other departments are 
feeling the pinch. Mr. Tripovich 
mentioned transport. True it is that 
millions of dollars must be spent on 
public transport. The railway system 
in this State-especially the railway 
stations-leaves much to be desired. 
Often there is a demand for high­
ways, for better roads, and so on, 
but there is not a general public 
demand for a better railway system. 

The Hon. J. M. TRIPOVICH.­
The trend overseas is for fixed rail 
transport. 

Sir GILBERT CHANDLER.-That 
might be so, but the political pres­
sures here are not for better railway 
services. People speak about better 
public transport occasionally, but 
there is no powerful influence de­
manding better public transport from 
any Government in any part of Aus­
tralia. That demand will come. I be­
lieve there will be a new era of better 
public transport to carry the existing 
population and the future population. 

As I have indicated, the comments 
on Supply have been many and 
varied. It is a'll right for honorable 
members to air a particular subject 
in which they are interested in this 
Chamber to try to obtain a little pub­
licity through the press. These 
speeches are analysed and they are 
sent to the departments for comment. 
But, when an honorable member has 
a strong case, he should go straight 
to the Minister concerned, pursue it 
through him, and continue to pursue 
it through him. 

The Hon. J. M. TRIPOVICH.­
I have not had much response from 
the Treasurer on the Victoria Promo­
tion Committee. He will not even 
acknowledge questions on notice. 

Sir GILBERT CHANDLER.-I 
wonder whether Mr. Tripovich has 
seen the Treasurer. 
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The Hon. J. M. TRIPOVICH.­
I have, and the honorable gentleman 
has said that he is satisfied with the 
way it is functioning. 

Sir GILBERT CHANDLER.-Does 
Mr. Tripovich know anything about 
the Victoria Promotion Committee? 
Has he been in London and seen the 
work it is doing? 

The Hon. J. M. TRIPOVICH.­
All I want is a report on the work it 
is doing. Surely I do not have to go 
to London to get that. The committee 
has received $1'5 million and not one 
cent has been a'ccounted for. 

Sir GILBERT CHANDLER.-I 
simply asked whether Mr. Tripovich 
had any experience in London of what 
the committee is doing. 

The Hon. J. M. TRIPOVICH.­
No. 

Sir GILBERT CHANDLER.-It 
would be an eye-opener for Mr. 
Tripovich if he could see that work 
done in London. His party should 
send him overseas soon. 

The Hon. J. M. TRIPOVICH.­
I would be quite satisfied if the Min­
istry of State Development and 
Decentralization was allowed to 
function as a Ministry of State 
Development and was not superseded 
by a private enterprise committee 
watching industries come here, a lot, 
at times, in their own interests. 

Sir GILBERT CHANDLER.-Mr. 
Tripovich is making an insinuation. 

The Hon. J. M. TRIPOVlcH.-Some 
members have quite a lot of shares 
in those companies. 

Sir GILBERT CHANDLER.-Mr. 
Tripovich is putting a sinister inter­
pretation on it. I would not go along 
with that or be associated with it. 

The Hon. J. M. TRIPOVICH 
(Doutta Galla Province) .-Mr. 
Chairman, I raise a point of order. 
Please do not let me be misunder­
stood. I am not suggesting that any 
of these people have partaken of any 
money wrongly. 

The CHAIRMAN (the Hon. G. J. 
Nicol).-That is not a point of order. 

The Hon. J. M. TRIPOVICH.-An 
insinuation was made by the Minis­
ter. I want to explain. 

The CHAIRMAN.-That is not a 
point of order. It is a personal ex­
planation. 

The Hon. J. M. TRIPOVICH.-If I 
may continue, I shall make a per­
sonal explanation. I do not want the 
Minister to put me in a position 
where I am alleging that any of these 
people have done anything which 
could be the result of criminal action. 
But I want to say this, that when 
every industry is fed through their 
supervision or their encouragement 
or their advice, they have an advan­
tage. 

Sir GILBERT CHANDLER (Minis­
ter of Agriculture) .-Mr. Tripovich 
can put any construction on what he 
said in his own way. I was under 
the impression that he did say that 
certain people on the Victoria Pro­
motion Committee had shares in 
companies which could be affected 
by being encouraged to come to this 
country. 

The Hon. J. M. TRIPOVlcH.-One is 
chairman of a company. 

Sir GILBERT CHANDLER.-That 
is a sinister interpretation and I do 
not want to be associated with it. 
As usual, I will take up the matters 
that have been raised during this 
debate with the Premier's Department 
where all of the complaints are 
analysed and forwarded to the various 
departments for comment. Having 
had some experience in politics, may I 
say that, where there is a case for the 
development or the extension of rail­
ways of hospitals and so 'On, the 
honorable members concerned ought 
to go to the appropriate Minister and 
pursue the matter with him and 
persistently pursue it. 

The clause was agreed to, as was 
the remaining clause. 

The Bill was reported to the House 
without amendment, and passed 
through its remaining stages. 
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RINGWOOD (RECREATION 
RESERVE) LAND BILL. 

This Bill was received from the 
Assembly. 

The PRESIDENT (the Hon. R. W. 
Garrett).-I have examined this Bill 
and in my opinion it is a private Bill. 

Sir GILBERT CHANDLER (Minis­
ter of Agriculture) .-In another 
place this Bill was also ruled to be 
private Bill, but was treated as 
a public Bill. I propose that the same 
procedure should be followed in this 
House. Therefore, I move-

That fhis Bill be dealt with as a public 
Bill. 

The motion was agreed to. 
On the motion of Sir GILBERT 

CHANDLER (Minister of Agricul­
ture), the Bill was read a first time. 

REGISTRATION OF BIRTHS 
DEATHS AND MARRIAGES 

(AMENDMENT) BILL. 
This Bill was received from the 

Assembly and, on the motion of the 
Hon. A. J. HUNT (Minister for Local 
Government), was read a first time. 

RINGWOOD (RECREATION 
RESERVE) LAND BILL. 

. Sir GILB~RT CHANDLER (Min­
Ister of AgrIculture) .-1 move-

That this Bill be now read a second time. 
The recreation reserve to which the 
Bill relates comprises an area of 8 
acres and 3 perches situated at Oban 
and Wonga roads in the City of 
Ringwood. It has been placed under 
the control of the corporation of the 
City of Ringwood as a committee of 
management. 

The reserved land was previously 
freehold land vested in the municip­
ality but was transferred to the 
Crown by virtue of the provisions of 
the Ringwood and Warrandyte Lands 
Act 1967. Briefly, that Act provided 
for an area of about 10 acres of 
Crown land bounded by Whitehorse 
Road, Braeside Avenue and Mines 
Road at Ringwood, reserved as 
a site for public park and public re­
creation, to be re-reserved as a site 
for a civic centre. To replace such 

recreational land the Act provided 
for the freehold land held by the 
municipality to be transferred to the 
Crown for appropriate reservation 
under the Land Act. 

At the time of transfer to the 
Crown, the land at Oban and Wonga 
roads was developed for recreation 
with a brick scout hall occupied by 
the 6th Ringwood Scout Group loc­
ated in the south-west corner of the 
land. The Ringwood City Council 
has recently informed the Lands De­
partment that the occupation by the 
scout group was the subject of a 
lease granted by the municipality to 
the Boy Scouts Association of Aus­
tralia, Victorian Branch, for a term 
of seven years from 1st January, 
1965. This fact was not made known 
to the department when it dealt with 
the 1967 enactment. 

The council and the association are 
desirous that the scout group should 
enjoy security of tenure by authoriz­
ing the municipality to grant further 
leases to the association. The clauses 
carry into effect the principles that 1 
have enunciated and 1 commend the 
Bill to the House. 

On the motion of the Hon. J. M. 
WALTON (Melbourne North Pro­
vince), the debate was adjourned. 

It was ordered that the debate be 
adjourned until Tuesday, September 
26. 

REGISTRATION OF BIRTHS 
DEATHS AND MARRIAGES 

(AMENDMENT) BILL. 
The Hon. A. J. HUNT (Minister for 

Local Government) .-1 move-
That this Bill be now read a second time. 

Before proceeding with the subject­
matter of this Bill, 1 should like to ex­
press the appreciation of the House 
to the Government Printer for the 
speedy way in which the Bill was prin­
ted for presentation to the House. 

Almost two years ago certain 
amendments were made to the Regis­
tration of Births, Deaths and Mar­
riages Act which represented great 
advances in procedures relating to the 
registration of children born out of 
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wedlock. Provision was made to en­
able the father of such a child to be 
registered but only with the consent 
of the mother. Just as a woman can 
falsely claim that a man is the father 
of a child, it is possible for a man 
mistakenly or falsely to claim to be 
the father. These provisions are re­
enacted and supplemented in this Bill, 
which enables the consent of the 
mother to be dispensed with; for 
example, if she is dead. A mother 
may die in childbirth, and when this 
occurs the father or the man who 
claims to be the father could register 
himself under this measure as the 
father of the child notwithstanding 
the absence of the mother's consent. 

Other exemptions are provided in 
the Bill-for example, if the mother 
cannot be found, or if she is physically 
or mentally not in a condition in 
which she is able to say yea or nay, 
or if the Registrar believes there are 
good and sufficient reasons for dis­
pensing with the consent of the 
mother. These provisions are fur­
ther extended. It was possible under 
the previous law to register the 
father, but there was no provision for 
the subsequent addition of his name 
to the birth certificate of the child. It 
may be that, for one reason or ano­
ther, a man doubted his paternity but 
subsequently became satisfied with 
it. It is obviously desirable that when 
both the mother and the father give 
their consent, the father's name can 
subsequently be added to the regis­
ter of births, and the Bill so provides. 

In the light of this provision it is 
also thought to be desirable to add a 
further safeguard. If an allegation is 
made that a man is the father, or even 
if the man acknowledges that he is 
the father, he is not required to sup­
ply information to the registfoar. The 
reasons for this are obvious. To re­
quire him to supply this information 
could form the foundation for a pat­
ernity suit and would, in effect, 
offend against the rule that no person 
should be called upon to incriminate 
himself-although that is not pre­
cisely the same rule, it is analogous. 

The Bill contains other minor 
changes that enable the addition of 

Christian names on the register on the 
application of the guardian of the 
child. In the first instance, many 
children are registered only under 
their surnames. When the time for 
registration expires the parents, or 
the mother, if the child was born out 
of wedlock, may not have decided on 
a name or names for the child, who 
may subsequently pass to the guar­
dianship of another. In those circum­
stances, upon application the guardian 
will be able to have Christian names 
added to the register. A further small 
amendment creates an additional 
section to follow sectiori 16 of 
the principal Act which provides 
that, where a person is registered as 
the father, the father's surname 
shall be the surname of the child. 
Where this is not so, the child's sur­
name shall be that of the mother. For 
a long time that has been deemed to 
be the law, but it has not been ex­
pressly stated by statute. That defect 
will be cured and will regularize the 
past practice. Other minor amend­
ments constitute a rearrangement of 
section 11 of the principal Act. I com­
mend the Bill to the House. 

On the motion of the Hon. J. M. 
TRIPOVICH (Doutta Galla Province), 
the debate was adjourned. 

It was ordered that the debate be 
adjourned until Tuesday, September 
26. 

THE CONSTITUTION ACT 
AMENDMENT (CONJOINT 

ELECTIONS) BILL. 
This Bill was received from the 

Assembly and, on the motion of the 
Hon. A. J. HUNT (Minister for Local 
Government), was read a first time. 

The Hon. A. J. HUNT (Minister for 
Local Government) .-1 move-

That this Bill be now read a second time. 

It enables a conjoint election to be 
held next year for both the Legislative 
Assembly and the Legislative Coun­
cil. Under the Bill the election must 
be held within a period of three 
months immediately prior to 14th 
July, 1973, which is the date upon 
which the terms of members of the 
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Legislative Council who are about to 
retire conclude. I commend the Bill 
to the House. 

On the motion of the Hon. J. M. 
Tripovich (Doutta Galla Province), 
for the Hon. J. W. GALBALLY (Mel­
bourne North Province), the debate 
Was adjourned. 

It waS ordered that the debate be 
adjourned until Tuesday, September 
26. 

ADJOURNMENT. 
Sir GILBERT CHANDLER (Min­

ister of Agriculture) .-By leave, I 
move-

That the Council, at its rising, adjourn 
until Tuesday next. 

The motion waS agreed to. 

The House adjourned at 9.42 p.m., 
until Tuesday, September 26. 

14rgi.alatiur 1\.a.armbly. 

Wednesday, September 20, 1972. 

The SPEAKER (Sir Vernon Christie) 
took the chair at 4.4 p.m., and read 
the prayer. 

QUESTIONS ON NOTICE. 

The following answers to questions 
on notice were circulated:-

MOTOR VEHICLES. 
COMPULSORY WEARING OF SEAT BELTS. 

(Question No. 16) 

Mr. WILKES (Northcote) asked the 
Chief Secretary-

1. How many motorists have been charged 
with failure to wear seat belts? 

2. What action the Government has taken 
to ensure that all passengers in private 
motor vehicles are required to wear seat 
belts and/or that all passenger vehicles are 
fitted with seat belts? 

Mr. MEAGHER (Chief Secretary). 
-The answer is-

1. 5,153. 
2. The following is a summary of the 

legislative measures which have been taken 
to require the fitting and wearing of seat 
belts:-

(a) A motor car first registered on or 
after 1st January, 1969, must be 
fitted with lap sash seat belts of 
a type approved by the Chief Com­
missioner of Police and anchored 
at three points for the use of the 
driver and any passenger seated 
adjacent to the side of the motor 
car and beside the driver or on the 
same seat as the driver. 

(b) Any motor car manufactured after 
1st January, 1971, is required to be 
fitted with lap sash seat belts of an 
approved type and fitted as in (a) 
above for all seating positions in 
the motor car. 

(c) When any second-hand motor car 
manufactured since 1951 is trans­
ferred from one person to another 
a roadworthiness certificate cannot 
be issued unless the motor car is 
fitted with seat belts for the driver 
and a passenger seated beside the 
driver. Such belts may be lap, lap 
and sash, or full harness and must 
be of a type approved by the Chief 
Commissioner of Police. There is a 
further restriction on second-hand 
motor cars manufactured after 1st 
January, 1969. In such cases the 
seat belts must be of the lap and 
sash type and anchored at three 
points. 

(d) Any person riding in a motor car to 
which saftety belts have been fitted 
must, while that car is in motion, 
wear such safety belts properly 
adjusted and fastened. 

THEFTS. 
(Question No. 214) 

Mr. W. J. LEWIS (Portland) asked 
the Chief Secretary-

Whether a high percentage of cars stolen 
over the past twelve months were taken by 
persons in the age group of sixteen to seven­
teen years; if so, what was the percentage 
of vehicles taken by such persons in this age 
group in relation to the total number of 
vehicles stolen? 

Mr. MEAGHER (Chief Secretary). 
-The answer is-

The statistics sought by the honorable 
member are not available. 
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However, in the twelve months ended 31st 
August, 1972, 1,383 offenders in the age 
group sixteen to seventeen years were appre­
hended by police for the theft of a total of 
2,209 vehicles. 

During the same period, 12,553 vehicl9s 
were reported to police as stolen. 

WORKERS COMPENSATION. 
WORKERS RECEIVING WEEKLY 

PAYMENTS: COMPENSATION 
ENTITLEMENTS. 

(Question No. 46) 

Mr. SIMMONDS (Reservoir) asked 
the Chief Secretary-

1. How many Victorian workers are cur­
rently receiving weekly payments under the 
Workers Compensation Act 1958 with a 
maximum entitlement of-(a) $26 per week 
with three or more dependants; (b) $31 per 
week with three or more dependants; and 
(c) $43 per week with three or more depen­
dants? 

2. What measures he proposes taking to 
ensure that workers injured prior to the 
recent amendments to the Workers Com­
pensation Act 1958 receive just and ade­
quate compensation entitlements? 

Mr. MEAGHER (Chief Secretary). 
-The answer is-

1. This type of information cannot be 
extracted from the statistics provided by 
the Government Statist by companies trans­
acting workers compensation business. 

Consequently I regret that I am unable 
to assist the honorable member. 

2. The Workers Compensation Act 1972 
whtch increased rates of compensation pay­
able to workers and their dependants under 
the Workers Compensation Act 1958 came 
into operation by royal assent on 9th May, 
1972. The new rates only apply to injuries 
received on and after that date. 

It is essential that any proposal to apply 
the new rates retrospectively needs to be 
closely examined because it is one which 
affects contracts which in the past have 
been entered into between employers and 
approved insurers to indemnify the employer 
against a specified statutory liability and for 
which premiums commensurate with that 
liability have been charged and this is being 
done. 

MUNICIPALITIES. 
METROPOLITAN RATING. 

(Question No. 108) 
Mr. B. J. EVANS (Gippsland East) 

asked the Minister of Transport, for 
the Minister for Local Government-

If he will ascertain and inform the House, 
in respect of municipal rating for the year 
ended 30th September, 1971, what was-(a) 
the total net annual value; (b) the total 
revenue derived from rates; and (c) the 
total number of ratepayers, in the Melbourne 
and Metropolitan planning area and the re­
mainder of the State, respectively? 

Mr. WILCOX (Minister of Trans­
port) .-The answer supplied by the 
Minister for Local Government is-

The information is available only in 
respect of the municipal rating year ending 
30th September, 1970. No later information 
has yet been collated, whilst the total num­
ber of ratepayers shown is the total number 
of assessments returned. 

(a) $562,833,650 in the Melbourne and 
metropolitan planning area. 

$266,350,350 in the remainder of the State. 

(b) $66,804,548 in the Melbourne and 
metropolitan planning area. 

$34,746,452 in the remainder of the State. 

(c) 912,738 in the Melbourne and metro­
politan planning area. 

528.980 in the remainder of the State. 

TRAFFIC SCHOOLS. 
FUTURE: USE BY SCHOOLS AT 

GEELONG. 

(Question No. 140) 

Mr. GINIFER (Deer Park) asked 
the Chief Secretary-

1. Whether the Government has made any 
decision on the future of traffic schools? 

2. Whether he will ascertain and inform 
the House which schools have used the 
Geelong traffic school from May, 1972, to 
the present time? 

Mr. MEAGHER (Chief Secretary). 
The answer is-

1. A survey and evaluation of th~ effec­
tiveness of children's traffic schools In road 
safety training together with their organiza­
tion, management and training programme 
is being undertaken by the Road Safety and 
Traffic Authority. 

Consideration will be given to Govern­
ment support of a fully co-ordinated de­
velopment of such centres when these 
aspects have been fully investigated. 
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2. The following schools have used the 
Geelong traffic school from May, 1972:-
St. Joseph's School 
Christ the King School 
st. Mary's Primary School 
The Hermitage (Church of England Girls 

School) 
St. Margaret's School 
st. Mary's Girls School 
st. John's School 
Morongo Presbyterian Girls School 
St. Bernard's School (Belmont) 
Herne Hill Pre-school Centre. 

TRANSPORT. 
HAULAGE OF GOODS BETWEEN 
BALLARAT AND MELBOURNE. 

(Question No. 182) 
Mr. STEPHEN (Ballaarat South) 

asked the Minister of Transport-
Wha t tonnage of goods was carried by 

road and rail, respectively, between Ballarat 
and the metropolitan area in each of the 
past five years? 

Mr. WILCOX (Minister of Trans­
port)-The answer is-

The statistics relating to the tonnage of 
goods carried by road are not compiled. 

I am advised by the railways that the 
information in l'Iespect of the tonnage on rail 
for 1971-72 is not yet available and that 
prior to 1969-70, the information is not 
readily available. 

If the honorable member so requests 
I will be able to supply the data to him 
in writing later. 

Information made available by the rail­
ways on the tonnage of goods carried 
between Ballarat and the metropolitan area 
is-

1969-70 
1970-71 

143,132 tons. 
155,980 tons. 

TOURISM. 
SWIMMING POOL FOR HALL'S GAP. 

(Question No. 186) 
Mr. E. W. LEWIS (Dundas) asked 

the Minister without Portfolio, for the 
Minister for Tourism-

1. Whether the Minister is aware of the 
difficulty that the residents of the area of 
Hall's Gap in the Shire of Stawell are having 
in raising finance to meet the cost of the 
proposed swimming pool? 

2. Whether, as the pool will be used for 
tourist purposes, he will consider making 
a special grant for its construction? 

Mr. SCANLAN (Minister without 
Portfolio) .-The answer supplied by 
the Minister of Tourism is-

1. Yes. 
2. No. Swimming pools are not eligible 

for subsidy or grant from the Tourist Fund. 

PUBLIC SERVICE. 
SOCIAL WORKERS. 

(Question No. 190) 

Mr. BORNSTEIN (Brunswick East) 
asked the Premier-

How many social worker positions in the 
Public Service are filled by unqualified 
persons on temporary appointments, specify­
ing which departments? 

Mr. HAMER (Premier and Trea­
surer) .-The answer is-

Four unqualified persons are temporarily 
employed as welfare officers against vacant 
offices of probation and parole officer in 
the Social Welfare Department. 

EAST GIPPSLAND DROUGHT. 
FODDER: STOCK ON AGISTMENT: 

SUBSIDIES. 

(Question No. 206) 

Mr. B. J. EVANS (Gippsland East) 
asked the Minister of Transport-

1. What amount of fodder has been trans­
ported to East Gippsland under the present 
tdroug~t relief 'scheme and wh'at is the 
estimated cost of the subsidy? ' 

2. What stock has been transported by 
rail from East Gippsland for drought agist­
ment and what is the estimated cost of 
the subsidy? 

Mr. WILCOX (Minister of Trans­
port).-The answer is-

Statistics relating to the tonnage of fodder 
carried by road are not completed. 

I am informed that the amount of fodder 
and stock carried by the railways for 
stations east of Traralgon between 17th 
September, 1971, and 14th September, 1972, 
and the cost of subsidy has been-

1. Fodder-57,OOO tons; subsidy $304,826. 

2. Stock-9,000 sheep and 16,000 cattle; 
subsidy $17,036. 

ELECTORAL. 
ENROLMENTS IN ELECTORATES AND 

PROVINCES. 

(Question No. 234) 

Mr. LOVEGROVE (Sunshine) 
asked the Chief Secretary-

What is the last recorded enrolment in 
each electoral district of the Legislative 
Assembly and each electoral province of 
the Legislative Council, respectively? 
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Mr. MEAGHER (Chief Secretary). 
-The answer is-

The following tables set out the enrol­
ments in each electoral province and each 
electoral district as at 30th June, 1972:-

LEGISLATIVE COUNCIL. 

Enrolment as at 30th June, 1972. 

Ballaarat 
Bendigo 
Boronia .. 
Doutta Galla 
East Yarra .. 
Gippsland .. 
Higinbotham 
Melbourne 

Province 

Melbourne North ., 
Melbourne West 
Monash .. 
Northern .. 
North-Eastern 
North-Western 
South-Eastern 
South-Western 
Templestowe 
Western 

Total enrolment 

Number enrolled 

60,188 
63.648 

170,589 
132,979 
120,351 
86,657 

123,556 
108,778 
110,266 
138,835 
123,879 
60,605 
55,832 
47.000 

165,762 
99,454 

162,075 
60,212 

1,890,666 

LEGISLATIVE ASSEMBLY. 

Enrolment as at 30th June, 1972. 

Albert Park 
Ballaarat North 
Ballaarat South 
Balwyn 
Bellarine 
Benalla 
Benambra .. 
Bendigo ., 
Bennettswood 
Bentleigh .. 
Box Hill 
Brighton .. 
Broadmeadows 
Brunswick East 
Brunswick West 
Camberwell .. 
Caulfield 
Coburg 
Dandenong 
Deer Park .• 
Dromana .. 
Dundas 
Essendon ., 
Evelyn 

District 

Footscray ., 
Frankston ., 
Geelong .. 
Geelong North 
Gippsland East 
Gippsland South 
Gippsland West 
Gisborne .. 
Glenhuntly .. 
Glen Iris .. 
Greensborough 
Hampden .. 
Hawthorn ., 
Heatherton .. 
Ivanhoe .. 
Kara Kara .. 
Kew 
Lowan 
Malvern .. 
Melbourne .. 
Mentone 
Midlands ., 
Mildura 
Mitcham 
Monbulk .. 
Moonee Ponds 
Moorabbin .. 

Session 1972.-16 

Number enrolled 

21,533 
24,216 
23,050 
27,054 
27,667 
18,473 
19,292 
23,921 
27,879 
26.367 
41.088 
23,991 
41.912 
22,752 
22,758 
24,419 
27,285 
22.119 
37,020 
42,615 
25,702 
18,022 
26,753 
22,648 
23,533 
41,751 
23,524 
25,656 
lQ,550 
20,271 
19,066 
29,036 
27,547 
24,458 
41,003 
17,689 
25,089 
36,764 
26,510 
16,406 
25,375 
18,235 
25,940 
24,137 
27.756 
23,059 
18,707 
30,050 
32,311 
24,749 
27,898 

Morwell .. 
Murray Valley 
Narracan .. 
Northcote .. 
Oakleigh 
Polwarth 
Portland 
Prahran 
Preston 
Reservoir .. 
Richmond .. 
Ringwood .. 
Rodney 
St. Kilda .. 
Sandringham 
Scoresby 
Shepparton 
Sunshine .. 
Swan Hill .. 
Syndal .. 
Warrnambool 
Williamstown 

District 

Total enrolment 

FISH. 

Number enrolled 

24,316 
20,172 
22,520 
23,443 
24,694 
18,279 
18,556 
24,756 
23,621 
27,374 
20,238 
35,884 
19,501 
26,234 
25,519 
50,662 
20,851 
25,366 
18,651 
37,733 
19,294 
28,396 

1,890,666 

MERCURY CONTENT: TESTS. 
(Question No. 235) 

Mr. ROSS-EDWARDS (Leader of 
the Country Party) asked the Min­
ister of Health-

1. What precise method has been used 
in Victoria in recent tests to ascertain the 
mercury level in fish? 

2. How many tests were taken? 
3. From which precise locations the fish 

were taken? 
4. Whether an attempt will be made to 

carry out further tests with a view to 
determining if there are areas of water un­
affected by methyl mercury? 

Mr. . ROSSITER (Minister of 
Health).-The answer is-

1. The method used varied slightly be­
tween the laboratories involved in the study, 
but basically in all laboratories, the tests 
consisted of a digestion and ashing process 
followed by estimation of the mercury level 
in an atomic absorption spectrophotometer. 

2. Samples were obtained from 480 diff­
erent sharks involving an analysis of 960 
specimens. 

3. The Fisheries and Wildlife Branch 
arranged for the collection of shark from 
fishermen operating from the following six 
ports :-Adelaide, Stanley, Portland, San 
Remo, Lakes Entrance and Hobart. 

4. All results of tests are not yet to hand, 
but a detailed analysis of the results is 
planned with a view to determining any sig­
nificant differences in the methyl mercury 
level in sharks caught from different 'areas. 
In addition, the Fisheries and Wildlife Branch 
has planned a large-s'cale survey into school 
shark which will include tests to determine 
the methyl mercury content in sharks in 
different areas and in the food chain of the 
shark in different areas. 
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SALE. OF FLAKE BY FISHMONGERS. 

(Question No. 259) 

Mr. EDMUNDS (Moonee Ponds) 
asked the Minister of HeaIth-

In respect of fishmongers selling flake 
containing in excess of ·5 parts per million 
of mercury-

1. What action has been taken in respect 
of the action of the health inspector of the 
City of Essendon in charging V. Stathopo­
lous, of 323A Keilor Road, Essendon, with 
selling flake containing an excess of mer­
cury? 

2. What action is proposed by the Govern­
ment on an overall community basis to meet 
the problem of mercury residues in shark 
and what advice the Department of Health 
is offering to health inspectors and fish­
mongers to ensure co-operation and com­
pliance with the provisions of the Health 
Act 1958? 

Mr. ROSSITER (Minister of 
Health).-The answer is-

1. I understand that this prosecution will 
not proceed. 

2. The Government has banned the taking 
of all school shark with a greater over-all 
length of 41 inches. 

The Department of Health is advising 
health inspectors, fishmongers and fish 
wholesalers that when purchasing supplies 
of flake each purchaser should obtain a 
warranty to the effect that the mercury 
content of the flake being purchased by him 
is within the limits laid down under the 
Health Act 1958 ·and the regulations there­
under. 

EDUCATION DEPARTMENT. 
SCHOOL PRINCIPALS: ApPLICATIONS 
BY SPECIAL CLASS WOMEN TEACHERS. 

(Question No. 236) 
Mr. DOUBE (Albert Park) asked 

the Minister of Education-
What were the comparative rates of 

approval amongst applicants who were 
qualified special dass women teachers in 

1 and 2. 

Category 

Guidance officers, professional roll 
Guidance officers, classified 
Guidance officers, temporary, full time 
Guidance officers, temporary, part time 
Social workers, professional roll 
Social workers, classified 
Social workers, temporary, full time 
Social workers, temporary, part time 

the Primary Schools Division and who 
sought approval to become principals in each 
of the five divisional areas in Victoria? 

Mr. THOMPSON (Minister of 
Education).-The answer is-

The following figures show the numbers 
of women who sought and those that gained 
approval to become principals in each of 
the five divisions:-

Division Sought Approved approval 

Southern .. 3 3 
Eastern 13 11 
Western 7 1 
Northern 12 12 
South-easter~ 14 10 

PSYCHOLOGY AND GUIDANCE BRANCH. 

(Question No. 260) 
Mr. JONES (Melbourne) asked the 

Minister of Education-
In respect of his answer to question No. 

4 asked on 9th December, 1969, concerning 
the Psychology and Guidance Branch of 
the Education Department-

1. What is the present establishment of 
this branch? 

2. How many vacancies there are at 
present? 

3. How many officers have resigned since 
December, 1969? 

4. What are the principal reasons for the 
resignation of officers? 

5. What is the present state of the wait­
ing list of children referred for counselling? 

6. Whether the branch is able to provide 
guidance services for pupils needing advice 
on vocational matters? 

7. Whether it is the custom of the branch 
to refer urgent cases to private organizations 
for treatment? 

Mr. THOMPSON (Minister 
Education).-The answer is-

Authorized 
strength 

31 
No limit 
No limit 
No limit 

5 
No limit 
No limit 
No limit 

Total 

Actual 
strength 

29 
37 
11 
13 
4 
4 
9 
9 

116 

Unfilled 
vacancies 

2 

3 

of 
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3. Losses of guidance officers and social 
workers 1st January, 1970, to 12th Septem­
ber, 1972-Total 56. 

4. 
Reasons Number 

Other professional employ-
ment 

Transfer to another branch 
Reverted to teaching position 
Overseas or interstate 
Family reasons 

13 
2 
8 

17 
16 

Total 56 

5. Only those cases referred by schools 
which can be dealt with promptly are 
accepted. 

6. Vocational matters are referred to the 
Department of Labour and National Service 
which provides vocational information and 
vocational guidance. 

7. The custom is to accept urgent .cases. 
Information on other related community 
facilities, both public and private, is given 
on request. 

BUDGET EXPENDITURE: 
COMMONWEALTH LOAN FUNDS. 

(Question No. 276) 
Mr. GINIFER (Deer Park) asked 

the Minister of Education-
1. What percentage of funds allocated in 

the Budget for expenditure in State educa­
tion during 1972-73 consists of loan funds 
repayable to the Commonwealth Govern­
ment? 

2. What is the rate of interest charge­
able to the State? 

3. What is the total interest bill repay­
able from State education grants to the 
Commonwealth Government at the present 
time? 

4. What arrangements are being made to 
meet these commitments? 

Mr. THOMPSON ,(Minister of 
Education) .-The answer is-

This information wiH take some time to 
prepare. I shall advise the honorable mem­
ber by letter as soon as the information is 
available. 

EDUCATION. 
EDUCATIONAL INSTITUTIONS: 

EXPENDITURE: PUPILS. 

(Question No. 237) 

Mr. DIXON (St. Kilda) asked the 
Minister of Education-

In respect of the financial year 1971-72-
1. What was the State expenditure in 

respect of-( a) universities and colleges of 
advanced education; (b) teacher training; 

(c) State primary and secondary schools, 
respectively; (d) technical schools; and (ei) 
registered schools? 

2. What was the State expenditure on 
State primary and secondary schools, re­
spectively, for-(a) capital costs; (b) 
teachers' salaries; (c) maintenance; (d) 
transportation; and (e) other costs? 

3. How many-( a) primary pupils; and 
(b) secondary pupils, attended State schools 
and what was the education cost per pupil, 
respectively? 

4. What items of expenditure are in­
cluded in estimating cost per pupil? 

5. What was the State expenditure on 
registered schools in respect of-( a) per 
capita grants; (b) scholarships; (c) sub­
sidy on interest on building loans; (el) trans­
portation; (e) grants in respect of teachers' 
colleges; and (t) other costs? 

6. How many pupils attended registered 
- (a) primary; and (b) secondary schools, 
and what is the estimated cost of teaching 
these pupils at the per capita cost of tea~h­
ing State primary and secondary pupIls, 
respectively? 

Mr. THOMPSON (Minister of 
Education) .-The answer is-

This information will take some time to 
prepare. I shall advise the honorable mem­
ber by letter as soon as the information is 
available. 

Per Capita COSTS: ASSISTANCE FOR 
PRIVATE SCHOOLS AND COLLEGES OF 

ADVANCED EDUCATION. 

(Question No. 280) 
Mr. GINIFER (Deer Park) asked 

the Minister of Education-
In respect of per capita cost of State 

education-
1. What are the latest figures of the 

cost of-( d) primary; (b) secondary; (~) 
technical· and (d) speCIal educatIon, In 
eluding cost for schools in h~mes and in­
stitutions, and cost of servIces such as 
curriculum and research? 

2. What State assistance is given to pri­
vate schools in relation to---( a) per capita 
grants; (b) technical education facilities; 
(c) homes and institutions; and (d) any 
other facilities? 

3. What total amounts are devoted to 
colleges of advanced education and whether 
these are included in the total amount 
spent on State education as quoted from 
time to time? 

Mr. THOMPSON (Minister of 
Education) .-The answer is-

1. The latest figures available are that 
in 1970-71 the per capita State cost (re­
current and capital) of primary and secon­
dary education in State schools was $329'·4 
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and $578 respectively. Per capita costs of 
technical education have not been ascer­
tained. The cost of special education and 
special services is included in the over-all 
figure on which per capita costs are based. 

2. Per capita grants of $40 are paid by 
the State for each pupil at primary and 
secondary level in approved non-government 
schools. The Government has accepted the 
proposal of the Commonwealth Govern­
ment that the Commonwealth and the State 
should share equally in making per capita 
grants equal to 40 per cent of the assessed 
cost of educating a child in a Government 
school. One-half of the increased com­
mitment which this involves will be paid 
from the start of the 1973 school year, and 
the balance from the beginning of 1974. 

The State assists non-Government schools 
by an interest subsidy of up to 5 per cent 
on approved classes of loans for the pro­
vision of secondary school buildings. 

Pupils of non-Government schools have 
equal opportunity with pupils of State 
schools to gain departmental scholarships, 
and generally share in the same convey­
ance benefits as are open to State school 
pupils. 

Certain of the benefits provided by the 
Education Department's special services for 
handicapped children are available to pupils 
of registered schools and the school medical 
and dental services of the Department of 
Health are also available. 

Limited numbers of registered school 
pupils are admitted by regulation to State 
school cookery and woodwork centres with­
out payment of fee, and correspondence 
tuition from the State correspondence 
school is available to registered school 
pupils in appropriate cases. 

3. For 1972-73 the total amount of State 
funds to be devoted to colleges of advanced 
education is estimated at $35 miHion and 
this item is included in the total amount 
spent on State education as quoted from 
time to time. 

HOUSING COMMISSION. 
ACCOMMODATION IN KARA KARA 

ELECTORATE. 

(Question No. 263) 

Mr. CURNOW (Kara Kara) asked 
the Chief Secretary, for the Minister 
of Housing-

1. What municipalities in the electoral 
district of Kara K1ara have, in the last twelve 
months, asked the Housing Commission for 
additional lone-person flats to be built, indi­
cating the municipalities concerned and th'e 
proposed location of the flats? 

2. How many applications for occupation 
of this type of unit are held by the Housing 
Commission indicating the number for each 
town in such municipalities? 

3. When the Housing Commission will be 
building lone-person units in thes'e towns? 

4. What towns in the electoral district of 
Kara Kara have Housing Commission homes 
indicating-( a) the number in each town; 
and (b) the number of applicants on the 
waiting list for each town? 

5. Whether any municipality has asked 
for additional homes to be 'established in 
any of the towns; if so, what towns, indi­
cating the number of homes requested and 
when they will be built? 

Mr. MEAGHER (Chief Secretary). 
-The answer supplied by the Mini­
ster of Housing is-

1. Shire of Gor.don-97 Godfrey Street, 
Boort. 

Shire of Charlton-Halliday Street, 
Charlton. 

Shire of Korong-Corn'er North and 
Sullivan streets, Inglewood. 

City of Maryborough-Alma Street, 
Maryborough. 

2. Current applications for lone-person 
flats are recorded for the following towns 
within the electorate of Kara Kara:-

Maryborough 14 .. Charlton 12 
Wedderburn 1 Inglewood 10 
Avoca 7.. Boort 10 
Avoca-four units under construction. 

3. Building programmes for the remain­
ing towns will be determined having regard 
to local demand, elegibility of applicants 
and availability of finance. 

4. Existing estates within the electoral dis­
trict of Kara Kara comprise the following:-

Maryborough 
St. Arnaud 
Donald .. 
Charlton .. 
Wedderburn 
Inglewood 
Dunolly .. 
Avoca 
Boort 

(a) 

Houses 

138 
31 

8 
16 
6 
6 
6 
9 
4 

Flats 

11 
10 

(b) 

Current family 
applications 

16 
3 

17 
2 
2 
1 

5. Donald-number of homes not speci­
fied. The building programme will be deter­
mined having regard to local demand eligi­
bility of applicants and avai1ability of 
finance. 

CONSTRUCTION PROGRAMME FOR 
LA TROBE VALLEY. 

(Question No. 273) 
Mr. AMOS (Morwell) asked the 

Chief Secretary, for the Minister of 
Housing-

What Housing Commission flat and house 
development, respectively, is planned for 
the Latrobe Valley area during the next 
twelve months? 
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Mr. MEAGHER (Chief Secretary). 
-The answer supplied by the Mini­
ster of Housing is-

The commission's 1972-73 building pro­
gramme provides for the letting to contr.act 
of the following units before 30th June, 
1973:-

Morwell 
Churchill 
Moe 
Morwell 
Sale 
Trafalgar 
Warragul 

12 lone-person flats 
10 villas 
6 villas 
7 villas 

51 villas 
3 villas 
6 villas 

TOURIST FUND. 
ESTABLISHMENT: EXPENDITURE: PRO­

JECTS ASSISTED. 

(Question No. 274) 
Mr. MUTTON (Coburg) asked the 

Minister without Portfolio, for the 
Minister for Tourism-

1. In what year the Tourist Fund was 
established? 

2. What total amount has been allocated 
from the fund to, assist tourism since that 
date? 

3. What projects have received assistance 
from the fund, indicating the year and the 
location? 

Mr. SCANLAN (Minister without 
Portfolio) .-The answer supplied by 
the Minister for Tourism is-

1. The Tourist Fund was established by 
the Tourist Act 1957 No. 6155, which came 
into operation on 12th June 1958. 

2. An amount of $5,075,721 has been al­
located from the Tourist Fund for grants 
and subsidies for developmental works to 
assist tourism since that date. 

3. There have been approximately 1,100 
separate allocations from the Tourist Fund 
since its establishment. Due to the amount 
of detail involved I will arrange for the 
schedules of works to be made available 
for inspection by the honorable member for 
Coburg. 

QUESTIONS WITHOUT NOTICE. 

NURSES (GENERAL NURSES) 
REGULATIONS 1972. 

Mr. JONES (Melbourne).-I direct 
my question to the Treasurer: As 
the Minister of Health passed the 
buck to the Treasurer yesterday--

The SPEAKER (Sir Vernon 
Christie).-Order! The honorable 
member for Melbourne is in the 
Parliament of Victoria, in the Legis­
lative Assembly. 

Mr. JONES.-As the Minister of 
Health shifted the responsibility to 
the Treasurer yesterday, could the 
Treasurer advise when he will give 
financial approval to the Minister so 
that he can have the Nurses (General 
Nurses) 1972 Regulations gazetted? 

Mr. HAMER (Premier and Trea­
surer) .-1 understood the Minister of 
Health to say that the financial aspect 
of bringing in the new nursing cur­
riculum has still to be fully con­
sidered. That is the position, and 1 
expect the Minister of Health to be 
able to submit the financial con­
siderations involved before long and 
consideration will then be given to 
them. 

WATER SUPPLY FOR DIGGERS 
REST. 

Mr. SHILTON (Midlands).-Will 
the Minister of Water Supply advise 
me what progress has been made with 
the water supply for the new develop­
ment at Diggers Rest, and whether 
the State Rivers and Water Supply 
Commission intends to supply water 
from Melton, Merrimu or Rosslyne 
reservoirs for this purpose? 

Mr. DUNSTAN (Minister of Water 
Supply) .-Water supply to Diggers 
Rest, Bulla and Oak lands Junction 
will come from the Rosslyne reser­
voir. This will depend not so much 
on the availability of funds for the 
pipeline but on the availability of 
water. It is expected that the plug 
will be put into the Rosslyne reser­
voir in May next year and, given 
reasonable winter and spring rains, 
the reservoir could be filled before 
the summer. Then depending upon 
the ensured supply to the fast grow­
ing area of Sunbury, consideration 
will be given for supply work to 
Diggers Rest, Bulla and Oaklands 
Junction under the loan works pro­
gramme for 1974-75. 

BURNING OF RAILWAY 
CARRIAGES AT COBURG. 

Mr. MUTTON (Coburg).-Can the 
Minister of Transport inform the 
House of the result of the inquiry 
carried out by the Victorian Railways 
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into the burning of railway carriages 
at the Coburg railway siding 
recently? 

Mr. WILCOX (Minister of Trans­
port) .-1 have not been informed of 
the result of the inquiry which the 
railways would have made into that 
matter, but I will be happy to ascer­
tain whether a conclusion has been 
reached and, if so, 1 shall convey it 
to the honorable member. 

ACCOMMODATION IN PRIMARY 
SCHOOLS. 

Mr. JONA (Hawthorn).-Can the 
Minister of Education indicate the 
current position concerning accom­
modation for primary school children 
in Victorian schools? 

Mr. THOMPSON {Minister of 
Education) .-In the post-war years 
there were many large primary 
school classes, some of between 70 
and 80 children, but over the past de­
cade there has been a marked reduc­
tion in the size of classes and exces­
sive over-crowding is largely a thing 
of the past. For example, at the begin­
ning of the 1960s only 50 per cent of 
primary school' classes had fewer 
than 38 children. Today more than 
80 per cent of classes have fewer 
than 38 pupils and more than 99 per 
cent have fewer than 42. 

At the beginning of the 1960s the 
average class size for Victorian 
primary schools was 40. Today it 
has dropped to 32·5, which honor­
able members will agree is a very 
marked improvement. This average 
applies only to the larger primary 
schools-those of class 2 rating and 
above-and excludes the small one­
and two-teacher schools. 

PAYMENT OF HONORARIES AT 
HOSPITALS. 

Mr. EDMUNDS (Moonee Ponds).­
I ask the Minister of Health what 
stage has been reached in the negotia­
tions with respect to the paying of 
honorary doctors for attending public 
hospitals, and I particularly refer to 
the Royal Melbourne Hospital. 

Mr. ROSSITER (Minister of 
Health) .-The stage has been reached 
where the Minister of Health is 
discussing these matters with the 
Premier and Treasurer. 

TRANSPORT. 
Mr. AMOS (Morwell).-Will the 

Minister of Transport inform me what 
discussions he has had with his col­
leagues in the Government about 
upgrading transport facilities, par­
ticularly railway transport facilities, 
to country areas in view of the in­
terest recently shown by the Gov­
ernment in decentralization and 
regionalization? 

Mr. WILCOX (Minister of Trans­
port) .-1 am always interested in any 
possibility of improving the total 
transport services of this State, and 
that does not mean rail services only. 

The most immediate need for 
improvement in rail services has been 
within the metropolitan area but I am 
glad to say that some improvement, 
within the limited resources of the 
Victorian Railways, has been made 
in country areas. At least two new 
rail cars which, unfortunately, are 
having more teething troubles than 
they should have had, are operating 
between Portland and Ararat. That 
gives some indication of the desire 
of the transport authorities generally, 
and certainly of the Government and 
myself, to improve facilities. 

If Governments generally are to 
espouse the cause of decentralization 
completely, it will be the Common­
wealth Government which can con­
tribute most, simply because of the 
unfortunate arrangements for public 
finance in Australia. I should be 
delighted if the Commonwealth Gov­
ernment, as part of its programme, 
would consider and act upon a report~ 
which I know it has, from the Bureau 
of Transport Economics which recom­
mends that money should be spent 
both on urban public transport and 
on country public transport. 
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DRILLING AT CASHMORE. 
Mr. W. J. LEWIS (Portland).­

Is the Minister of 'Mines aware that 
two large drilling rigs are in the 
Cashmore area near Portland? In 
view of the size of the rigs, I ask 
whether they are drilling for water 
or oil. 

Mr. BALFOUR (Minister of Mines). 
-The Mines Department has its 
two largest rigs in the area mentioned 
by the honorable member for Port­
land. They are drilling for water. 
In some respects, they are drilling 
fairly deeply. I understand that one 
has drilled to a depth of about 1,500 
feet. This is part of the groundwater 
survey which will be a continuing 
operation in the State. 

CHAIRMANSHIP OF MELBOURNE 
HARBOR TRUST. 

Mr. CRELLIN (Sandringham).­
Can the Minister of Public Works 
inform the House whether any action 
has been taken to appoint a new 
Chairman of the Melbourne Harbor 
Trust, following the death of Mr. 
Victor Swanson? 

Mr. DUNSTAN (Minister of Public 
Works) .-The late Mr. Victor Swan­
son died a week ago today, after 
an illness lasting twelve months. 
If I may have your indulgence, Mr. 
Speaker, I should like to pay tribute 
to Mr. Swanson, who was for ten 
years Chairman of the Melbourne 
Harbor Trust. Before that he was 
Chief Engineer of Ports and Harbors. 
For 23 years he was an engineer with 
the State Rivers and Water Supply 
Commission, and he was resident 
engineer at Eildon while the reservoir 
there was being constructed. 

Advertisements have appeared in 
the Age and the A ustralian, and in 
other sections of the press throughout 
Australia. A similar advertisement 
will appear in the press throughout 
Australia next Saturday. The appli­
cations will close on Monday, 9th 
October, and when the applications 
have been considered, a recom­
mendation will be made for the 
appointment of the new chairman. 

ABSENCE OF'MINISTER. 
The SPEAKER (Sir Vernon 

Christie}.-Order! I should have 
said earlier that the Minister for Con­
servation has been good enough to 
tell me that he is detained in the coun­
tryon State business and will not be 
here for question time. 

PUBLIC HOSPITAL FOR 
BROADMEADOWS. 

Mr. WILTON (Broadmeadows).­
As the Minister of Health is enjoying 
meaningful dialogue with the Premier 
and Treasurer at the moment, will the 
honorable gentleman raise with the 
Premier the question of the construc­
tion of a public hospital for the City 
of Broadmeadows, which has a popu­
lation in excess of 100,000 souls? 

Mr. ROSSITER (Minister of 
Health) .-The meaningful dialogue 
which continues between the Premier 
and Treasurer and the Minister of 
Health is not just an occasion for a 
temporary relaxation in good relations 
between the Premier and the Minister 
of Health. The recent Budget propo­
sals show that the Premier is not only 
having a meaningful dialogue with 
the Minister of Health but having 
meaningful dialogue with the rest 
of the State concerning health 
matters. He has shown by his 
approach that the quality of life in 
this State now has meaning. I will 
discuss with him and with the Hospi­
tals and Charities Commission the 
whole question of hospital proposals 
for the western suburbs. 

FISHING INDUSTRY. 
Mr. MACLELLAN (Gippsland 

West) .-Will the Treasurer give con­
sideration to making funds available 
to the fishing industry to correct the 
distortions which have appeared in 
the " Labor Squeaks Column " in to­
day's Sun News-Pictorial? 

The SPEAKER (Sir Vernon 
Christie ).-Order! I am afraid I did 
not hear the last phrase? 

Mr. MACLELLAN.-The last 
phrase was: "in today's Sun News­
Pictorial. " 
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The SPEAKER.-Order ! Is the hon­
orable member asking the Premier to 
comment on a newspaper cutting? I 
will ask the honorable member to re­
peat the question. 

Mr. MACLELLAN.-Will the Trea­
surer make funds available to the fish­
ing industry to correct the distortions 
in the "Labor Squeaks Column" in 
today's Sun News-Pictorial? 

The SPEAKER.-Order! I consider 
the question facetious. 

PUBLIC TRANSPORT TO V.F.L. 
PARK. 

Mr. TREZISE (Geelong North).­
I ask the Minister for Transport: Now 
that the Victorian Football League 
finals have been played at V.F.L. 
Park, Waverley--

Honorable members interjecting. 
The SPEAKER (Sir Vernon 

Christie ).-Order! I ask the honor­
able member for Syndal to cease in­
terjecting. I remind honorable mem­
bers that question time cannot be 
question time with continual inter­
jections. The honorable member for 
Geelong North. 

Mr. TREZISE.-As the Victorian 
Football League finals have been 
played ~t V.F.L. Park, Waverley, and, 
as predIcted, there was a considerable 
deal of inconvenience experienced by 
patrons with long delays in getting out 
of the ground by private motor vehicle 
after. the match, what plans, if any, 
are In hand to improve the public 
transport facilities to and from the 
ground, and when will they be car­
ried out? 

Mr. WILCOX (Minister of Trans­
port) .-This is an interesting and 
topical question. I paid my first visit 
to V.F.L. Park last week and 
I will not forget the experi­
ence. The match was quite a 
heart stopper. Therefore, I have 
some personal knowledge of the 
traffic conditions existing at the foot­
ball ground both before and after the 
match. There is no doubt that there 
is considerable traffi·c congestion in 
the vicinity of V.F.L. Park 
when there is a substantial 

crowd in attendance. That is 
understandable, because the ground 
was established by the Victorian 
Football League-it was entitled to 
do that-knowing the situation so far 
as traffic facilities were concerned. 

In due course-I hope the sooner 
the better-a railway line will be 
constructed from Huntingdale to 
Fern Tree Gully that will pass Monash 
University and V.F.L. Park, 
Waverley. When that happens 
the facilities that are ob­
viously required for any sort of 
stadium worthy of the name will be 
available. In the meantime, the pre­
eminent position of the Melbourne 
Cricket Ground is clear to anyone 
who studies transport matters. I had 
the traffic figures on my desk this 
morning in relation to' the crowd at 
the Melbourne Cricket Ground last 
Saturday. Within 40 minutes of the 
conclusion of the game the public 
transport facilities removed more 
than 45 per cent of the crowd of 
91,000 people. 

GEELONG-MELBOURNE 
HIGHWAY. 

Mr. AUREL SMITH (Bellarine).­
I direct my question to the Minister 
of Transport, who represents the 
Minister for Local Government. Can 
the honorable gentleman advise me 
when the two additional traffic lanes 
on the Geelong to Melbourne highway 
will be made available for general 
traffic use? The Country Roads 
Board has already carried out ex­
tensive preliminary works on this 
section. 

Mr. WILCOX (Minister of Trans­
port) .-1 should have to seek advice 
from my colleague, the Minister for 
Local Government, to give a precise 
answer. Last week, I made inquiries 
about the highway to Geelong because 
I was seeking figures about its capa­
city. I then ascertained that site 
works, bridge works and culvert con­
struction were being carried out with 
a view to increasing the capacity of 
the highway by converting it from 
a two-lane highway each way to a 
three-lane highway. Although work 
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is being done, I do not know wh~n 
it is likely to be completed. I wIll 
ascertain the position and inform the 
honorable member. 

GROUNDWATER RESEARCH. 
Mr. WHITING (Mildura).-Can the 

Minister of Mines inform me whether 
a sum of money has been made avail­
able by the Federal Govern~ent f.or 
research into groundwater In VIC­
toria? If so, how much and where 
does the division between the honor­
able gentleman's jurisdiction and that 
of the Minister of Water Supply occur 
with respect to the issue of ground­
water licences and supervision? 

Mr. BALFOUR (Minister of Mines). 
-A sum of money is made available 
by 'the Federal Government 'to the 
State Government for groundwater 
research. Off the cuff, I cannot in­
form the honorable member of the 
particular programme but a ground­
water committee meets and deter­
mines what that programme will h.e. 
An application for a licence to drIll 
comes before the Mines Department. 
If the water is for irrigation purposes, 
it is then a matter for the State 
Rivers and Water Supply Com­
mission. A report is furnished to the 
Mines Department, which acts 
accordingly. 

PAY-ROLL TAX CONCESSIONS. 
Mr. E. W. LEWIS (Dundas).-Will 

the Treasurer inform the House what 
type of industries in country ~reas 
will receive pay-roll tax conceSSIOns? 

Mr. HAMER (Premier and Trea­
surer) .-The answer to the questi?n 
will become apparent when the legis­
lation on this matter is presented to 
the House. 

SALE OF PETS. 
Mr. I{IRKWOOD (Preston).-

Will the Minister of Health consider 
proposing legislation to force sellers 
of pups and kittens to supply a cer­
tificate of good health at the time of 
sale? 

Mr. ROSSITER (Minister of 
Health) .-Will the honorable mem­
ber translate that question? 

METROPOLITAN HIGH SCHOOLS. 
Mr. FORDHAM (Footscray).­

Can the Minister of Education explain 
to the House why special treatment 
is given to University High School, 
Melbourne High School and Mac­
Robertson's Girls High School for 
recruiting at form III. level with the 
resultant breakdown in the concept 
of community schools and the de­
velopment of an elite set of schools? 

Mr. THOMPSON (Minister of Edu­
cation) .-These schools would be the 
last to describe themselves as elite 
schools. Through the years they have 
been fed by students who have com­
pleted the first and second forms in 
central schools in suburbs immedi­
ately south, east and north of Mel­
bourne. In past decades these schoo~s 
have contributed more than theIr 
share of outstanding citizens to Vic­
toria and Australia-for example, the 
Minister of Health and the honorable 
member sitting next to the honor­
able member for Footscray. These 
schools have built up a splendid aca­
demic reputation and, understand­
ably the people associated with them, 
both the staff and school councils, 
are anxious that the present selection 
methods should be retained in some 
form. However, it will be recalled 
that last year the entry from the 
immediate surrounding area for Uni­
versity High School was considerably 
broadened. It should be stressed that 
the method of selection of pupils for 
these three schools was recommended 
by the High Schools Principals 
Association some four years ago. 
This association represents all high 
schools in Victoria. Later this year 
the method of entry will once again 
be reviewed. 

RICHMOND DAY HOSPITAL. 
Mr. JONA (Hawthorn).-Is the 

Minister of Health aware of an appli­
cation by the Richmond Day Hospital 
for a subsidy towards its new build­
ing project? Will the Minister also 
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undertake to discuss this application 
with the Hospitals and Charities Com­
mission to ensure that the subsidy 
made available to this hospital is 
commensurate with its importance in 
the area? 

Mr. ROSSITER (Minister of 
Health).-The answer to both ques­
tions is, "Yes ". 

CRANE DRIVERS. 
Mr. HOLDING (Leader of the 

Opposition) .-In view of the fact 
that last year some 150 men were 
injured and seventeen men were 
killed in crane accidents, what steps 
does the Minister of Labour and In­
dustry propose to take to implement 
the legislation passed by Parliament 
in 1970 requiring crane drivers to 
have a certificate of competence? 

Mr. RAFFERTY (Minister of 
Labour and Industry).-The recruit­
ment of suitable people for the issue 
of certificates for crane operations is 
now under way. The next step is 
to gain accommodation for them. 
Later this week information wi'll be 
available on where the accommoda­
tion will be. 1 have already had dis­
cussions with the trade union repre­
sentatives and with people in the 
industry, and the legislation will be 
implemented as soon as possible. 

WATER COM'MISSION BUILDING 
AT CASTLEMAINE. 

Mr. SHILTON (Midlands}.-Will 
the Minister of Water Supply advise 
the House whether he has made any 
representations to the Minister for 
State Development and Decentraliza­
tion following the abandonment by 
the State Rivers and Water Supply 
Commission of the comparative'ly 
new office building in Castlemaine? 
What is the future of the building, 
and has the Government any plans to 
use it? 

Mr. DUNSTAN (Minister of Water 
Supply) .-1 will pursue this matter 
with the Minister for State Develop­
ment and Decentralization. 

RICHMOND HIGH SCHOOL. 
Mr. HOLDING (Leader of the 

Opposition) .-In view of the con­
siderable pressure being generated at 
Richmond High School by an intake 
of pupils from Hawthorn, can the 
Minister of Education inform the 
House of the steps, if any, which are 
being taken by his department to 
establish a high school in the Haw­
thorn area? 

Mr. THOMPSON (Minister of Edu­
cation) .-The latest figures from 
feeder primary schools in the area are 
being studied following the August 
survey. A possible solution to the 
problem which the department has 
in mind is to erect a high school on 
the quarry site in Auburn Road. This 
would have the effect of reducing the 
intake from the Hawthorn area, and 
thus relieving the pressure on Rich­
mond High School. 

SHARK FISHING INDUSTRY. 
Mr. B. J. EVANS (Gippsland East). 

-Can the Premier inform the House 
what action is to be taken to com­
pensate and rehabilitate the shark 
fishing industry in this State; if so, 
what proposals are envisaged by the 
Government? 

Mr. HAMER (Premier and Trea­
surer) .-1 expect to be in a position 
to inform the honorable member on 
that subject within a week. As he 
will be aware, a number of discussions 
have taken place between the fishing 
industry and representatives of the 
Rural Finance and Settlement Com­
mission, the Ministry of State Deve­
lopment and Decentralization and the 
Treasury, and reports from those 
bodies are being collated. A policy 
statement will be produced within 
approximately one week. 

ROAD ACCIDENTS. 
Mr. WILKES (Northcote}.-Will 

the Chief Secretary advise the House 
whether the Government intends to 
adopt the recommendation of the 
Road Trauma Committee that persons 
involved in road accidents should be 
tested to determine their blood 
alcohol content? 
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Mr. MEAGHER (Chief Secretary). 
-I propose to examine the report 
of the committee in detail so that 
1 will know exactly what is proposed. 

MORWELL COURT HOUSE. 
Mr. AMOS (Morwell).-In view of 

the Attorney-General's replies to my 
recent representatio'ns concerning the 
need for alteration and additions to 
the Morwell court house, can the 
honorable gentleman inform me what 
discussions have taken place between 
himself and the Treasury concerning 
the provision of fina'nce? 

Sir GEORGE REID (Attorney­
General) .-1 suggest that the honor­
able member should place his ques­
tion on the Notice Paper. 

PART-TIME EMPLOYMENT FOR 
GIPPSLAND FARMERS. 

Mr. B. J. EVANS (Gippsland East). 
-Has the Premier received any re­
presentations seeking the imposition 
of a part-time employment scheme to 
help the drought affected areas of East 
Gippsland; if not, will the honorable 
gentleman examine the question and 
cO'nsider suggesting to the Common­
wealth Government that the rural em­
ployment scheme should be extended 
to provide part-time employment for 
farmers who are unable to accept full­
time employment because of the work 
tha t has to be done on their proper­
ties? 

Mr. HAMER (Premier and Treas­
urer) .-Yes, I have had representa­
tions through the Minister of Lands 
on the subject. The basis of the re­
presentations was that there are some 
farmers, especially in the drought 
areas 'Of East Gippsland, who, al­
though still working their farms, are 
not able to make a sufficie'nt living 
from them. I have made submissions 
to the Commonwealth Government, 
which has applied the conditions to 
its rural employment grants, suggest­
ing that they might be modified to 
enable us to make employment avail­
able to these people. 1 am awaiting 
an answer. 

DANGER OF X-RAY UNITS. 
Mr. DOUBE (Albert Park).­

Has the attention of the Minister of 
Health bee'n drawn to reports which 
appear to indicate that there is a 
greater danger from radiation from 
portable X-ray units than from fixed 
X-ray units; if so, what action if any, 
does the honorable gentleman intend 
to take? 

Mr. ROSSITER (Minister of 
Health) .-The answer to the first part 
is, "No". That is to say, my atten­
tion has not been drawn to such a 
situation. If it had been, 1 would 
discredit, disown or reject the words 
" if any" which were contained in the 
honorable member's question. If 
there were any action which needed 
to be taken, the Department of Health 
would take it following an examina­
tion of the reports. 

COMMONWEALTH 
PARLIAMENTARY ASSOCIATION. 
FIRST AUSTRALIAN PARLIAMENTARY 

SEMINAR. 

The SPEAKER (Sir Vernon 
Christie).-I should say, on behalf of 
honorable members, that this is a 
day of pleasure to the members of 
this House in welcoming the dele­
gates to the first Australian Parlia­
mentary Seminar, to which have 
come our friends and brother mem­
bers of the Commonwealth Parlia­
mentary Association from as far 
apart as Britain, the north, Malaya, 
and so forth, and across the Pacific. 
They have been very welcome, and 
it is a very great day for this House. 

MENTAL HEALTH (ADMISSIONS) 
BILL. 

Mr. ROSSITER (Minister of 
Health) moved for leave to bring in 
a Bill to amend the Mental Health 
Act 1959 in relation to the admis­
sion of patients to psychiatric hos­
pitals, and for other purposes. 

The motion was agreed to. 

The Bill was brought in and read 
a first time. 
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OPTICIANS . REGISTRATION 
(AMENDMENT) BILL. 

Mr. ROSSITER (Minister of 
Health) moved for leave to bring in 
a Bill to amend section 14 of the 

. Opticians Registration Act 1958. 
The motion was agreed to. 
The Bill was brought in and read 

a first time. 

SANDRINGHAM (BEACH OVAL) 
LAND BILL. 

For Mr. BORTHWICK (Minister 
of Lands), Mr. . Balfour (Mini­
ster for Fuel and Power) moved for 
leave to bring in a Bill to authorize 
the grant of leases of certain land in 
the City of Sandringham. 

The motion was agreed to. 
The Bill was brought in and read 

a first time. 

ANSETT TRANSPORT INDUSTRIES 
COMMITTEE. 

REPORT: IMPLEMENTATION OF 
RECOMMENDATION. 

Mr. WILTON (Broadmeadows).­
I move-

That this House concurs with the re­
commendation of the Select Committee 
appointed to inquire into the takeover 
scheme proposed by Thomas Nationwide 
Transport Ltd. in relation to Ansett Trans­
port Industries Ltd. that an examination 
of the relationship of Ansett Transport 
Industries Ltd. to the transport industry 
in Victoria should be undertaken by a 
Select Committee of this House. 

n will be recalled that in April of 
this year the Government decided 
that the Parliament of Victoria should 
concern itself with a proposal which 
had been made public by Thomas 
Nationwide Transport Ltd. to acquire 
control of Ansett Transport Indus­
tries Ltd. As a result of that decision, 
the Government presented to Parlia­
ment legislation which, on being en­
acted, brought about the appointment 
of a Select Committee of this House. 
That committee met, and, in the pro­
cess of attempting to discharge its 
responsibilities to the House, it com­
menced some preliminary investiga­
tions. 

At a very early stage in the in­
vestigations the committee was ad­
vised by letter, signed by Sir Peter 
Abeles, Managing Director of Thomas 
Nationwide Transport Ltd., that the 
proposed takeover, which was the 
instrument which caused the estab­
lishment of the committee, no longer 
existed. There was a certain amount 
of press coverage on this point, and 
I do not propose to go into any great 
detail on that score because honor­
able members will be sufficiently 
aware of what occurred and the sort 
of speculation which arose in the 
community why Thomas Nationwide 
Transport Ltd. rather suddenly de­
cided not to proceed with its 
previously-announced intention of 
acquiring control of Ansett Transport 
Industries Ltd. 

However, one result of the inquiry 
was that the committee received 
from representatives of Ansett Trans­
port Industries Ltd. evidence sub­
mitted by Mr. T. H. Moss, a solicitor, 
who was accompanied by directors of 
Ansett Transport Industries Ltd. They 
set out for the benefit of the com­
mittee an agreement which had been 
reached between Thomas Nationwide 
Transport Ltd. and Ansett Transport 
Industries Ltd. Broadly, the agree­
ment stated that Ansett Transport In­
dustries Ltd. would orovide a seat 
on the board of directors for Sir Peter 
Abeles, Managing Director of Thomas 
Nationwide Transport Ltd., and in re­
turn Thomas Nationwide Transport 
Ltd. was prepared to give an under­
taking that it would not attempt to 
acquire any more shares in Ansett 
Transport Industries Ltd.; in other 
words, it would not attempt to' in­
crease its holding beyond the 23.5 
per cent which it held at that time. 
The agreement also embodied a pro­
posal that Ansett Transport Indus­
tries Ltd. would agree to change 
its articles of association. This is 
the crux of the whole matter. The 
changing of the articles of associa­
tion was to bring about a situation 
whereby shareholders' voting rights 
would be restricted to 10 per cent of 
the shares regardless of the number 
of shares they held. 
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At this point the committee became 
concerned at its position and the 
authority that it had under its terms 
of reference to examine this pro­
posal because the witness expressed 
~ firm view on a third point that, 
In 'the event of this agreement not 
coming into existence for some reason 
?r other, the Government should leg­
Islate so that there would be a limit 
of 10 per cent on the voting rights 
of shareholders in Ansett Transport 
Industries Ltd. regardless of the 
number of shares they held. 

Sir GEORGE REID.-That is not a 
recommendation of the committee. 

Mr. WILTON.-That is so. 
Mr. JONA.-Who were the wit­

nesses? 
Mr. WILTON.-The witnesses were 

Mr. T. H. Moss and the directors of 
Ansett Transport Industries Ltd. 

Mr. EDMUNDs.-Reg himself? 
Mr. WILTON .-N 0, the Chairman 

of Directors of Ansett Transport In­
dustries Ltd. was not present on this 
occasion, but his co-directors were. 
The directors expressed a firm desire 
to restrict the voting rights of share­
holders to a limit of 10 per cent of the 
shares of the company, regardless of 
the number 'Of shares held. At 
present, only one shareholder has 
more than 10 per cent of the shares, 
and that is Thomas Nationwide 
Transport Ltd. 

Mr. Ross-EDwARDs.-They do not 
have more than 10 per cent. They 
bought m'Ore than 10 per cent, but 
they do not have 10 per cent. 

Mr. WILTON.-Apparently the 
Leader of the Country Party wants 
to make an issue of the fact that a 
shareholder has acquired 23 per cent 
of the shares or, in other words, 
11,461,746 shares. If he wants to 
indulge in semantics 'On whether that 
means they have 23 per cent of con­
trol of the company, or whether they 
only own that number of shares, he 
will have the opportunity to' dO' so. 

Mr. Ross-EDWARDs.-The shares 
are not registered; that is the whole 
point. 

Mr. WILTON.-I dO' not know for 
how long the Leader of the Country 
Party or the Government is prepared 
to allow this sort of situation to re­
main. It is in limbo until somebody 
can find a solution. One problem 
with the whole proposal was the role 
that the Stock Exchange of Mel­
bourne and the Australian Associa­
ted Stock Exchanges would play 
with regard to the changing of the 
articles of association. The press 
reports of the time are relevant. For 
instance, in the Australian Financial 
Review of 1st May, 1972, there is an 
article by Mr. John Gilmour which 
states-

The Stock Exchange of Melbourne will 
not support the Ansett Transport Industry 
Ltd. plea for a 10 per cent limit on share­
holdings unless it is dictated by Govern­
ment. 

Exchange Chairman and Ansett Director 
Sir Cecil Looker made this clear on Friday 
in an interview with the Financial Review. 

The stock exchange was saying to 
Ansett Transport Industries Ltd. that 
it would not agree to its proposal to 
change its articles of association to 
restrict the voting rights of share­
holders because that would cut 
acr'Oss a basic policy of the stock 
exchanges of Australia. It also said, 
however, that if the company could 
talk the Government into legislating 
to bring about a situation whereby, 
by law, the voting right of share­
holders were restricted, then it would, 
of course, be forced to accept the 
proposal because it must obey the 
laws of the State. 

In the Melbourne Age of 11 th July, 
1972, there is an article by a Mr. 
Garry Oliver on the proposal which 
had been submitted by Ansett Trans­
port Industries Ltd. to the Stock Ex­
change of Melbourne, and also to the 
Parliamentary committee, involving 
a change in the articles of associa­
tion. Of course, this aroused the 
interest of the business world. Many 
companies were vitally interested in 



454 Ansett Transport Industries [ASSEMBLY.] Committee. 

the reaction of the stock exohange to 
the proposal. The article by Mr. 
Oliver states-

One prominent businessman said last 
night that, if the stock exchange approved 
the restriction of voting rights his company 
would be the "first in the queue" to follow 
Ansett's example. 

And he said the queue was likely to be 
"a very long one." The present spate of 
takeover activity on local stock exchanges 
had worried the boards of many prominent 
industrial companies. 
-That is understandable. If a law re­
stricting the voting rights of share­
holders was enacted. it would mean 
many more peaceful nights for mem­
bers of boards of directors and par­
ticularly for the chairmen of boards 
of companies under threat of take­
overs. 

Sir GEORGE REID.-Does the honor· 
able member advocate general lcgis­
la tion on those lines? 

Mr. WILTON.-No. I make it per­
fectly clear that I am not advocating 
that legislation be enacted to bring 
about that situation. 

Sir GEORGE REID.-Does the honor­
able member want a special Bill 
limited to Ansett Transport Industries 
Ltd.? 

Mr. WILTON.-No, I do not 'Nant 
that either. Obviously, because of 
the scanty examination that the 
Select Committee was able to give to 
the proposed takeover of Ansett 
Transport Industries Ltd. and the 
lack of knowledge that the com­
mittee had of the over-all operations 
of Ansett Transport Industries Ltd., 
the role it plays in the economy of 
Victoria, and particularly the role it 
plays in the transport industry of the 
State, it would be ludicrous at this 
stage for anyone to advocate the 
enactment of that sort of legislation. 
I again direct the attention of he 
Attorney-General to the wording of 
the motion. It provides-

That this House concurs with the recom­
mendation of the Select Committee. . . . . 

Clause 9 of the report of the com­
mittee states-

Your committee is of the opinion that an 
examination of the principals proposed by 
A.T.I. in its submission and embodied in the 

agreement between the companies would 
extend the nature of the inquiry consider­
ably beyond the terms of reference given 
to it by the House. 

That was the first problem facing the 
committee. Prominent features of 
the proposals presented to the com­
mittee by Australian Transport In­
dustries Ltd. were the restriction of 
voting rights of shareholders which 
embodied a change in the articles of 
association of the company and the 
agreement that Sir Peter Abeles take 
a seat on the board of directors, which 
would bring into direct association 
two of the largest private transport 
organizations in this country at the 
highest possible level. That is signi­
ficant to me. There was also the 
agreement given by Thomas Nation­
wide Transport Ltd. that it would 
not seek to acquire any larger 
number of shares than it already held. 

Mr. WHITING.-Is that good or 
bad? 

Mr. WILTON.-I do not know. 
There has not been a sufficient inves­
tigation. That is the very point I am 
making and it is the very point the 
committee made. The purpose of my 
motion is to persuade this House to 
express an opinion. After all, the 
Government decided to drag this mat­
ter into the political arena in the 
first place. It requested the Parlia­
ment to enact legislation to enable 
an investigation to be carried out. 
The Parliament acceded to the request 
of the Government. Surely the Par­
liament-as well as the Government 
-now has some responsibility to ex­
press an opinion on the recommen­
dation of its own committee. Clause 
10 of the report states-

A further written submission dated 3rd 
August, 1972, was received from A.T.I. re­
questing that the Parliament enact legisla­
tion to ensure a restriction on voting rights 
of shareholders in A.T.I. (see Appendix B). 
However, this matter appeared to be outside 
the terms of reference of your committee 
and evidence was not called on this aspect. 

Your committee recommends that a more 
detailed examination should be made and a 
committee with wider terms of reference be 
appointed for this purpose in the next 
Session. 
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That reference to "next session" 
means this session. The Attorney­
General knows, because of his great 
experience in this House, that the 
day Parliament was prorogued prior 
to the commencement of this session, 
that committee went out of business. 
It had no legal authority to act on 
behalf of the Parliament. 

Sir GEORGE REID.-The Govern­
ment took special measures to get 
the report before the House. 

Mr. WILTON.-That is true. But 
I come back to the point that the 
main consideration which concerned 
the committee was its terms of refer­
ence. On examination of the legisla­
tion which established the committee, 
no honorable member could help but 
agree that the committee had diffi­
culties in determining how far it 
could go. 

Mr. WILCOX.-There are difficulties 
about your motives, too. 

Mr. WILTON.-I understand the 
Minister of Transport having diffi­
culties; he has difficulties about 
everything. 

Mr. WILCOX.-You will have far 
more, too. 

Mr. WILTON.-I have no fear 
about the difficulties I will have. 
The only fear I have is that what 
happened in the past will happen 
again and, because of the inactivity 
of the Government and its inability 
to grasp the situation, there will be 
a ridiculous sort of development in 
which these people will be left out 
on a limb with nobody being prepared 
to take any action on the issue. It is 
obvious that the stock exchange will 
not wear the proposals which have 
been put up. The stock exchange 
has spelled out quite firmly that, if 
Ansett Transport Industries Ltd. 
wants this sort of arrangement by 
which its articles of association are 
changed to limit the voting rights 
of shareholders, it will have to per­
suade the Parliament to enact legis­
lation. I do not know whether the 
Minister of Transport supports that 
proposal. Is he in agreement with 
the suggestion that the voting rights 

of a shareholder in a public company 
should be restricted? The Stock 
Exchange of Melbourne made it clear 
that that cuts across a basic policy. 
So did the Australian Associated 
Stock Exchanges. The organization 
has a secretariat in Canberra and its 
president, Mr. McAlister, has also 
spelt out quite clearly that he and his 
association would be very much 
opposed to this sort of policy. How­
ever, that does not necessarily mean 
that this Parliament must accede to 
the policies of the stock exchanges. 

Sir GEORGE REID.-Does the honor­
able member support legislation 
restricting voting rights? 

Mr. WILTON.-No. At this point, 
I am not advocating legislation to 
restrict voting rights. What I am 
advocating is that the Parliament 
should concur with the recommenda­
tions of its own committee-that 
alone, and 'nothing else. I will 
strenuously oppose any attempt by 
the Attorney-General to read into my 
remarks that I mean anything but 
that. My motion is that the House 
concurs with the recommendation of 
its Select Committee. I repeat the 
recommendation of the committee-

Your committee flecommends that a more 
detailed examination should be made and 
a committee with wider :terms of reference 
be appointed for this purpose in the next 
Session. 

Sir GEORGE REID.-That is in the 
context of a recommendation on 
legislation. 

Mr. WILTON.-No, I do not accept 
that interpretation, and I do not 
believe there is one member of the 
committee who would support the 
Attorney-General on that. The 
honorable gentleman may want 
to try to get from me an admission 
that I am prepared to support the 
introduction of legislation which 
would bring about a restriction on 
the voting rights of shareholders. 
I make it quite clear that I would 
not support such legislation. The 
Opposition is prepared to support 
a further investigation of the opera­
tions of Ansett Transport Industries 
Ltd. to determine its role in the 
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economy of Victoria and the Vic­
torian transport industry. That was 
the premise on which the Govern­
ment brought this matter before 
Parliament in the first place. The 
then Premier, Sir Henry Bolte, said 
that because of the importance of 
the role of Ansett Transport In­
dustries Ltd. in the Victorian 
economy and its position in the 
Victorian transport industry it was 
his view and that of the Govern­
ment that this Parliament should 
concern itself with the proposed 
takeover. 

From that aspect there arose the 
question of the restriction of voting 
rights of shareholders and the con­
flict that now exists between the 
Stock Exchange of Melbourne and 
the Associated Stock Exchanges of 
Australia and the company con­
cerned. The committee decided that 
a much more detailed examination 
should be made. Therefore I support 
the committee's recommendations. 
It would be impossible at this stage 
for anyone to justify the enactment 
of legislation of the type referred 
to by the Attorney-General. 

Sir GEORGE REID.-The honorable 
member wants the committee to ex­
amine its feasibility? 

Mr. WILTON.-An investigation 
should be made under the widest 
possible terms of reference. This 
will enable a committee to make a 
complete and thorough examination 
of the role that Ansett Transport 
Industries Ltd. plays in the Vic­
torian economy and transport 
industries. 

Sir GEORGE REID.-It would in­
clude that aspect? 

Mr. WILTON.-Yes, but it should 
not be a narrow investigation. All 
matters should be examined broadly. 
For those reasons, I hope the House 
will agree to my motion. Parlia­
ment has a responsibility to express 
an opinion on a report presented 
by a committee that it has ap­
pointed. It would not be proper for 
a report to be tabled in Parliament 
and no further action to be taken. 

I do not want to prejudge the issue 
or attempt to establish guidelines 
at present. The committee should 
have the widest possible terms of 
reference and it should not be res­
tricted to whether or not legislation 
should be enacted to restrict the 
voting rights of the shareholders of 
this company. 

Sir GEORGE REID (Attorney­
General) .-1 have listened with in­
terest to the remarks of the honor­
able member for Broadmeadows. 
The attitude of the House to this 
report is important. Firstly, I wish 
briefly to refer to the report of the 
Select Committee and to its terms. 
The report was tabled in this Cham­
ber on the first day of this sessional 
period. It is comparatively brief. 
The House should know the effect 
of the report. 

Paragraph 1 is purely formal and 
it sets out the basis of the commit­
tee's appointment. Paragraph 2 re­
fers to the Bill known as the Select 
Committee (Ansett Transport In­
dustries) Bill which was enacted 
as Act No. 8258. The former 
Premier, Sir Henry Bolte, originally 
moved for the setting up of a Select 
Committee to inquire into this mat­
ter and I introduced the Bill to the 
House. Paragraph 3 recites that at 
the first meeting of the committee 
on 10th May, it was resolved that 
information be sought from each of 
the companies concerning the pro­
posed takeover offer. These requests 
were transmitted to the companies 
on 12th -May. 

Paragraph 4 recites that Sir Peter 
Abeles on behalf of Thomas Nation­
wide Transport Ltd. indicated by let­
ter of 26th May that there was no pro­
posed offer in existence because, as 
honorable members will recall, when 
the legislation was enacted the pro­
posed takeover by Thomas Nation­
wide Transport Ltd. was not immedi­
ately proceeded with. 

Paragraph 5 of the report recites 
at some length-I do not propose to 
go into the details of the matter­
certain information received by the 
Ansett transport group advising the 
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committee of the details of the pro­
posed takeover and the sequence 
of events leading up to the proposal. 
The attendance of certain witnesses 
is referred to in paragraph 6. The 
witnesses referred to in the report 
were represen ta tives of the Ansett 
interests. Paragraph 7 refers to a 
joint statement tendered to the com­
mittee on behalf of both companies. 
In this context it is important to 
bear in mind the chronology of the 
events, from the setting up of this 
committee. 

The Select Committee was estab­
lished on a motion moved on 26th 
April in a relevant Bill passed by 
this House. The effect was to pre­
vent any form of exercise of voting 
rights to implement a takeover of 
the Ansett company pending the re­
port of the Select Committee. The of­
fer of Thomas Nationwide Transport 
Ltd. was withdrawn because legis­
lation was proposed to be enacted. 
Nevertheless, it was considered that 
the Bill should proceed because 
there was always the possibility that 
the negotiations might be renewed. 
At its first meeting, the committee 
had some doubts whether it should 
proceed with its deliberations and 
it invited ·me to give evidence. I 
did so on 1st June, and my views 
were along the lines that the com­
mittee's proceedings should con­
tinue at least for some time while 
it examined the respective state­
ments of Ansett Transport Industries 
Ltd. and Thomas Nationwide Trans­
port Ltd. At a later stage the 
Solicitor-General and the Chief Par­
liamentary Counsel also gave evi­
dence. The two companies entered 
into further negotiations. The pro­
posals which were outlined by the 
honorable member for Broad­
meadows were made between the 
two companies and certain agree­
ment was reached which proposed 
the giving of a seat on the board of 
Ansett Transport Industries Ltd. to 
one of the representatives of Thomas 
Nationwide Transport Ltd. The 
joint statement was tendered and 
forms part of paragraph 7 of the 
committee's report. Mr. T. H. Moss, 

solicitor, tendered the following 
joint statement to the committee on 
behalf of Ansett Transport Industries 
Ltd. and Thomas Nationwide Trans­
port Ltd.-

Agreement in principle has been reached 
between the Directors of Ansett Transport 
Industries Limited (A.T.I.) and Thomas 
Nationwide Transport Limited (T.N.T.) as 
follows:-

1. Subject to the approval of the Comm­
onwealth Postmaster General, A.T.I. 
will register in the name of T.N.T. 
the 11,461,746 shares acquired by 
T.N.T. from W. R. Carpenter Hold-

ings Limited and Boral interests. 
2. A special resolution amending the 

Articles of Association of A.T.I. (To 
be supported by both T.N.T. and the 
Directors of A.T.!.) will be submitt­
ed to an Extraordinary General 
Meeting of Shareholders of A.T.I. to 
amend the Articles of Association of 
A.T.I. 

3. Sir Peter Abeles will be appointed a 
Director of A.T.I. after the adoption 
of the said special resolution. 

4. T.N.T. has agreed to limit its share­
holding in A.T.!. to 23.5 per cent un­
less otherwise agreed by T.N.T.and 
the Chairman of A.T.I. 

5. A statement similar to this Statement 
will be furnished to the Secetary of 
the Melbourne Stock Exchange as 
soon as practicable. 

It is pointed out that the proposed amend­
ment to the Articles will affect only any 
shareholder holding more than 10 per cent 
of the ordinary shares in A.T.!. and there­
fore under existing circumstances T.N.T. is 
the only shareholder whose voting rights 
will be affected by the proposed ·amendment 
to the Articles of Association of A.T.!. 

Paragraph 8 of the report then 
stated-

In the light of the information obtained 
from the Companies your Committee con­
cludes that the proposed offer by T.N.T. to 
acquire the remainder of the issuerl share 
capital in A.T.!., which offer was withdrawn 
on 27th April, 1972, will not now be renewed. 

The report of the Select Committee 
recites the facts to the present time 
and the issue then arose whether 
the Ansett company could obtain 
the consent of the Stock Exchange 
of Melbourne to the proposed 
amendment of its articles. The Stock 
Exchange of Melbourne indica ted 
that it was not prepared to consent 
to the amendment of the articles. 
An approach was then made to me 
by the Ansett company to explore 
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whether special legislation should be 
passed which would, in effect, over­
ride the ruling of the stock exchange. 
Subsequently, the company inti­
mated that it would not proceed with 
that request for legislation, but indi­
cated that it would see if agreement 
could be reached and then submit 
this arrangement to the committee. 
I was approached about this matter, 
and I took the view that the Gov­
ernment had no right to direct the 
committee on the subject. The com­
pany then proceeded to put this pro­
position to the committee. 

I now refer to two of the final 
paragraphs in the report. Paragraph 
9, which has been referred to by the 
honorable member for Broad­
meadows, states-

Your Committee is of the opinion that an 
examination of the principles proposed by 
A.T.I. in its submission and embodied in the 
agreement between the companies would 
extend the nature of the inquiry consid­
erably beyond the terms of reference given 
to it by the House. 

I point out that members of the 
House, apart from members of the 
committee, are at a disadvantage in 
debating this matter, because the 
submission by Ansett Transport In­
dustries Ltd. is very detailed and 
was not printed with the report 
which is available to honorable 
members. Honorable members can 
inspect the evidence, but Ansett's 
submission is available only tomem­
bers of the committee, and I should 
think that before judgment is 
passed in this matter appropriate 
arrangements might be made by the 
Clerk to have the comprehensive 
submission on which paragraph 9 is 
based made available to honorable 
members for deliberation. 

The DEPUTY SPEAKER (Sir Edgar 
Tanner).-I inf.orm the House that 
copies of this submission are avail­
able in the Papers Room. It was 
tabled with the report. I also advise 
the House that it is a public docu­
ment. 

Sir GEORGE REID.-I think I am 
correct in saying that honorable 
members did not receive the sub­
mission with the report. I under-

stand that the Clerk has taken steps 
to make it available in anticipation 
of this debate. I am grateful to the 
officers of the House, particularly 
the Clerk, for doing so. It is a fif­
teen-page submission which honor­
able members should have an oppor­
tuni ty of studying before debating 
the matter. 

As framed by the honorable mem­
ber for Broadmeadows, the motion 
is obscure, although in his speech 
the honorable member has made 
points which I assume following 
speakers will confirm in supporting 
his call for the appointment of a 
committee to examine the relation­
ship of Ansett to the transport in­
dustry in this State. Paragraph 10 
of the committee's report stated, 
vnter alia-

A further wittten submission dated 3rd 
August, 1972, was received from A.T.I. re­
questing that the Parliament enact leg­
islation to ensure a restriction on voting 
rights of shareholders in A.T.!. (see 
Appendix B). However, this matter appeared 
to be outside the terms of reference of your 
Committee and evidence was not called on 
this aspect. 

From the honorable member's re­
marks in moving this ·motion I 
understand that he desires a com­
mittee to be constituted to conduct 
a wide inquiry which should include 
an examination of the voting rights. 

Another matter which vitally 
affects the motion is a Ministerial 
statement made by Senator R. C. 
Cotton, Minister for Civil Aviation, 
on 29th August last concerning civil 
aviation policy. I believe the date 
on which this statement was made-
29th August-is significant, because 
although this report was tabled in 
the House on or about 5th or 6th 
September, at that stage the com­
mittee would not have had time to 
consider Senator Cotton's statement. 

I believe honorable members 
should study this, particularly in the 
context of the statements made by 
the honorable member for Broad­
meadows on the wide question of a 
considera tion of Ansett Transport 
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Industries Ltd. in relation to trans-
port generally. Certain matters 
mentioned in Senator Cotton's 
speech are of importance. 

Mr. WILTON.-Will the Attorney­
General table a copy of the Min­
isterial statement? 

Sir GEORGE REID.-It is reported 
in Commonwealth Hansard. I have 
extra copies of it which I will make 
available. 

Although the Government gives 
full weight to the observations of the 
honorable member for BroadmeJ~d­
ows, it is of the opinion that, in view 
of the desirability of a study of this 
lengthy submission and of Senator 
Cotton's statement, it would be pru­
dent at some stage to adjourn this 
debate. 

Mr. HOLDING (Leader of the 
Opposition) .-1 find that anything 
which emanates from the Federal 
Parliament is of some interest, but 
what we are talking about are the 
sovereign rights of this Parliament. 
Although we may be impressed by 
statements made by Senator Cotton, 
once this Parliament has taken a 
decision, for good or ill, on our 
sovereign rights, I do not believe we 
should concede an automatic res­
triction of those rights as a result 
of a statement made by a Federal 
Minister. 

I invite honorable members to 
consider the situation in which the 
House finds itself. The basis upon 
which the House decided to insti­
tute an inquiry into the attempted 
takeover of Ansett Transport In­
dustries Ltd. is, I think, fully under­
stood by all honorable members. It 
was in simple terms-
... having regard to its imoortance to the 
economy of the State of Victoria and in 
particular to transport services in Victoria 
and whether it is desirable in the public 
interest that there should be any action by 
the Parliament or the Government of Vic­
toria in relation to the proposed takeover 
scheme. 

That was the basis upon which this 
Parliament decided that it would 
maintain a very important principle 

that is traditional in this House­
it is certainly important for the Gov­
ernment. As a matter of philosophy, 
the Government has traditionally 
regarded free interchange in the 
market as sacrosanct, although the 
Opposition has never shared that 
view. 

If it had not been for the way 
in which the relevant Bill was 
drafted, the committee would have 
had full power to examine all 
aspects of the matter. But if one 
studies the history of this proposi­
tion, one will recall that some mem­
bers on the Government side of the 
House took the view from the 
moment the debate began that this 
Parliament had no right to inter­
fere in the market. That is a legi­
timate position to adopt, but it was 
not the decision of the House. The 
House decided, for good or for ill, 
that Ansett Transport Industries Ltd. 
was critical to the operation of 
transport services in this State; in­
deed, that was also Sir Reginald 
Ansett's view. As a result, Parlia­
ment decided that it was necessary 
for an inquiry to be conducted. 

After the inquiry had begun, the 
offer was withdrawn, but, if it had 
wanted to expend taxpayers' money, 
it was still open to the committee 
to hold an exhaustive inquiry into 
an offer that no longer existed. In 
that regard the committee acted 
wisely. However, there was a statu­
tory limitation, and that was the 
view of the committee in the light 
of the subsequent events. This in­
volved Ansett Transport Industries 
Ltd. and the company which was in­
volved in the takeover offer coming 
to some sort of agreement. This is 
where the crunch issue is for this 
Parliament. 

The Opposition takes the view 
that the Parliament is either in or 
out of this field. The business com­
munity is entitled to expect cer­
tainty from the Parliament. The 
Parliament can leave all of the trans­
actions alone and adopt the view 
which has been adopted by some 
honorable members, namely, that 
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they are not the prerogative of Par­
liament. That view is not shared 
by the Opposition. There is how­
ever, one thing that this Parliament 
should never be involved in. Parlia­
ment should never be at the beck and 
call of certain business gentlemen in 
the community who, when in trouble, 
call on the Government to have a 
Select Committee appointed and 
then, because they are able to make 
their own private deals in back rooms 
and board rooms, say, "'Dhank you 
very much, gentlemen, for your inter­
vention, but we no longer need the 
attention of a Parliamentary com­
mittee ". 

The difficulty which confronts the 
Government and the Attorney-Gen­
eral is related to the integrity of 
this ,Parliament as an institution. Let 
us assume that 'the board of the 
takeover company 'had been able to 
persuade Sir Reginald 1\nsett that, if 
it paid him enough, it was in his 
interests to retire and it w'ould 
continue to operate the business. 

Mr. Ross-EDwARDs.----That is not a 
fair statement. 

Mr. HOLDING.---I did not say that 
that is the situation. I simply invited 
members to assume something be­
cause I am putting a theoretical 
pOint. 

'Mr. Ross-EDWARDS.-It is a reflec­
tion. 

Mr. HOLD'ING.-No refleotion is 
intended, as the honorable member 
knows. Let us assume that directors 
of those two companies made an 
arrangement which was completely 
satisfactory to themselves. Would 
that arrangement exclude an invest­
igation by this Parliament once the 
Parliament itself had ,made a decision 
that it regarded Ansett Transport 
Industries Ltd. as being critical to 
the operation of transport activities 
in this State? That is the point. 

What is the situation that has 
emerged? lAs has been pOinted out 
by the honorable member for Broad­
meado'ws, the proposal put to the 
committee - which 'honorable mem-

bers 'can examine - is unacceptable 
to the Stock Exchange of Melbourne. 
The Stock Exchange of Melbourne­
quite rightly in my view - said that 
it was not going to have one set of 
rules for Ansett Transport IIndustries 
Ltd. and another set for everybody 
else who had to deal on the stock 
exchange. 

Mr. Ross-EDWARDS.--':It has had in 
the past - for Itrustees -companies. 

IMr. iHOLDING.---!I will allow the 
Leader of the Country Party to make 
his own apology for the business 
interests for whom he regards him­
self as be'ing able to speak. The 
Leader of the Country Party is a 
businessman acting under the guise 
of leading a farmers' party. 

'Mr. WHITING.-And a very good 
one. 

IMr. HODDING.-1: 'have never 
doubted that for a moment. 

Mr. WILTSHIRE.-You are a capit'al­
ist. 

Mr. HOlJDING.-I wish II were! 
The important point is that this 
Parliament cannot afford to find itself 
in a situation where it has a set of 
double standards. lIt is 'coming 
dangerously close to that in this 
situation. The Stock Exchange of 
Melbourne has taken a view on this 
matter. 

The premise upon which this 
Parliament operated ,when it came 
t'0 consider this takeover proposal 
was that the whole nature of the 
operation of Ansett Transport Indu­
stries Ltd. was such tha t it was 
critical to the over-aU economy of 
Victoria, and that any takeover bid 
had to be subject to the investigation 
of a particular committee. Because of 
wha t was largely a limitation in 
drafting, it was not possible for the 
committee entrusted with this task 
to carry out its function. Since that 
committee was established, another 
committee was given the function of 
inquiring into aU takeovers, so it is 
not a question of establishing fa new 
committee; a committee already 
exists the personnel of which is 



Ansett Transport Industries [20 SEPTEMBER, 1972.] Committee. 461 

largely the same as that of the com­
mittee which was set up as a result 
of a decision of this Parliament. 

I naw came to' what I believe is 
the essence af ,the matian maved by 
the hanorable member for Braad­
meadaws. Far the Attarney-General 
and the Gavernment to' say that this 
matter shauld nat naw be referred 
to' a committee-

Sir GEORGE REID.-We are not say­
ing that. 

'Mr. HOLDING.---With great re­
spect to' the Attorney-General, he 
will not know - nar will any other 
members - anything further abaut 
this praposal by reading the dacu­
ment to which he referred, because 
I underst'and that yet a further 
agreement has been arrived at 
between the baard of Ansett Trans­
port Industries Ltd. and the campany 
which made the takeaver bid, and 
that particular agreement is nO't be­
fare the committee. 

Sir GEORGE REID.-Tt is nat befare 
the House. 

Mr. HOL'DING.-That is So'. 

Sir GEORGE REID.---.JI think we 
shauld have these dacuments. 

Mr. HOLDING.-The Attarney­
General is naw suggesting presum­
ably that it is necessaryf.ar each 
individual han arable member to' 
can sider the scape af yet a further 
private agreement between the 
directars af the twa campanies can­
cerned to' ascertain whether the take­
aver cammittee established by this 
Parliament shauld review the whale 
aperatian. 

This Parliament cannot have it 
bath ways. ,If Ansett Transport In­
dustries Ltd. was of the size, scape 
and aperatian which this Parliament 
decided it was and that therefare 
any take aver aperatian which cauld 
affect the operatian af the campany 
should be subject to exam-inatian by 
thecammittee, nathing has 'Occurred 
since which has changed that posi­
tian. The scape of the inquiry which 
was abaut to' be embarked upan by 
the Ansett take aver cammittee was 

an enarmous undertaking. It is utter 
rubbish to' suggest that any honar­
able member whO' is not a mem­
ber af a Select Cammittee 
cauld passibly devate sufficient time 
to' examine individually the scape, 
the aperatian and the camplexity af 
the Ansett system -af campanies and 
to' -wark his way thraugh the ecana­
mic impart af ,the latest agreement 
which has been reached by the 
directars. That is the reality. No 
matter what documents 'were placed 
before the 'Hause, nO' -ane member 
as an individual has the resources 
to embark upan the sart of examin­
atian which w-auld enable him to' 
came back to' this Hause and say, 
"From my private examinatian, this 
is all right." That is why, in the 
first instance, Parliament decided to' 
refer this prapasal to' a committee af 
this Hause. 

,1 believe the only honarable 
caurse that can now be taken by 
the House is to' refer this whale 
matter - lack, stack and barrel -
to the committee -which naw exists 
to' examine take avers. I make that 
suggestian because that is its func­
tian. TO' invalve ourselves in any 
other course would lay this P.arlia­
ment apen to' the charge that honar­
able members allowed 'themselves to 
be caught up in a set af manipula­
tians which made Parliament a 
vehicle far Ansett Transpart In­
dustries Ltd. to' prevent a particular 
take aver bid. Either this Parliament 
intervened in this issue as a matter 
af principle, ar it did nat. If it did 
not, let us acknawledge the fact and 
stap pretending that as a Parliament 
we are cancerned with takeavers. 

At 'least there was integrity in the 
position adapted by certain hanor­
able members. The han arable mem­
ber for Evelyn, as a member of the 
Gavernment party, expressed the 
view that this Hause has nO' -right 
to interfere with the free exchange 
af the market. That is not a view 
with -which members of the Opposi­
tian disagree. but at least in view of 
the laissez-faire philasaphy af the 
honarable member, it is a positian af 
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integrity and honesty. The last posi­
tion we should allow ourselves to 
get into is the situation where we are 
" in" and then, because a group of 
directors behind closed doors make 
all sorts of deals and come up with 
an agreement, we are "out". The 
Labor Party will not be a party to 
that sort of operation. Either there 
was a case for intervention and in­
vestigation or there was not, and 
that situation still stands. 

I conclude on this statement by 
way of general comment. The At­
torney-General virtually exercises his 
discretion and determines 'whether a 
takeover committee will examine 
certain takeovers and will not exam­
ine others. That situation is thor­
oughly undesirable. 

·Mr. Ross-EnWARDS.-How can 
every takeover be investigated? 

Mr. HOLDING.-'I say to the 
businessman who leads the farmers 
in this community up the garden 
path--

Mr. Ross-EnWARnS.--I do not lead 
the farmers - I lead the Country 
Party. 

Mr. HOLDING.-I bow to his 
knowledge of c.ountry affairs. 

The SPEAKER (Sir Vernon 
Christie).-Order! The Leader of the 
Country Party. 

Mr. HOLDING.-I bow to the 
knowledge of business affairs of the 
businessman who is the Leader of 
the Country Party. Either this Parlia­
ment gets out of this whole field and 
the principle expressed by the hon­
orable member for Evelyn is con­
ceded, or it lays down as a simple 
exercise in law the basis upon which 
it will intervene. 

One thing the business community 
is entitled to have from this Parlia­
ment is certainty. It is entitled to be 
informed that, if it goes in for 
certain transactions, it can expect an 
investigation. I still fail to see the real 
difference between the proposed 
takeover which was made in respect 
of the Kiwi company and the opera­
tion under discussion. Parliament 

decided to investigate the Ansett 
takeover bid. 1t set up the takeovers 
committee to consider the takeover 
bid for ,Frozen 'Food Industries of 
Australia Ltd. Within a matter of 
months when there was a takeover 
bid for the Kiwi company, honorable 
members were informed that the case 
was different. 

With great respect to the honor­
able gentleman, no Attorney-General 
should be in the position to say to 
the business community, "II win 
investigate some takeovers and will 
not investigate others." I suggest 
that the Attorney-General has him­
self set certain principles. Those 
principles either should be mandat­
ory and operate in such a way that 
there is no discretion within the 
Attorney-General's Department or 
within the Attorney-General himself. 
or they should not be. 

-Mr. Ross-EnwARDs.-Who is going 
to decide? 

iMr. HOLDING.-The Parliament 
decides as a matter of simple 
statutory interpretation. If a com­
pany which is completely foreign­
owned wishes to takeover Wholly a 
Victorian company, one can say that 
that is a case for investigation. 

Mr. Ross-EnwARDs.-Every time? 
iMr. HOLIDING.-Every time. 

Either that is done or IParliament 
gets out and adopts the position of 
the honorable member for Evelyn. 

The SPEAKER.--order! The hon­
orable member is debating the wide 
subject. 

Mr. HOLDING.-I will come back 
to the very narrow proposition before 
the House, Honorable members can 
lahour over the documents as the 
honorable member .for Broad­
meadows, members of the com­
mittee and I have done. When 
they do so they will find that 
there is another document which 
they do not have but which they 
ought to have. Even when they do 
that they will be in no position to 
make a judgment bee-a use of the 
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scope and nature of Ansett Trans­
port Industries Ltd. What will be 
conceded if this matter is not re­
ferred for inquiry to a committee 
already established is that this ~ar­
liament has allowed itself to get Into 
a position where it says that the 
nature of Ansett Transport Indus­
tries Ltd. is such--

Mr. Ross-EnwARDs.-The honor­
able member agreed to it. 

Mr. HOLDING.-That is right, but 
we are not prepared to crawl away 
from it as the honorable member 
seems to be doing. Once having 
taken that position we can carry out 
an investigation and refer it to a 
Select Committee to make a report 
to this House. The committee can 
submit interim reports and operate 
in the way a committee ought to 
operate. In this case the Govern­
ment established a Select Committee. 
which had the effect of preventing a 
takeover offer, because once the 
committee was formed the offer was 
withdrawn. That situation having 
arisen, the matter was left to the 
gentlemen behind closed doors to 
make an agreement, and they 'came 
out saying, "We no longer need the 
Parliament of Victoria. Our business 
objectives have been ,achieved". 

That is an impossible position for 
any Parliament. Parliament em­
barked upon a particular cours'e and 
the Opposition supported the pro­
posal for reasons of principle and 
public policy. Those matters of 
principle and public policy still stand 
and the only way in which this 
Parliament can vindicate itself is to 
continue as a matter of course. To 
adopt any other position is to put 
members of this Parliament and the 
Government in a situation where we 
will be accused-and not unjustly­
of allowing ourselves as a'n institution 
to be manipulat'ed by the Ansett 
group. 

Mr. ROSS-EDWARDS (Leader of 
the Country Party).-The honorable 
member for Broadmeadows raised a 
most important issue which can be 
divided into two headings. The 
first point is that the immediate 

problem facing the Ansett organi­
zation is one about which many 
honorable members are not well 
informed, and perhaps no one is 
informed officially, because I pre­
sume that, like myself, most hon­
orable members depend on the daily 
newspapers for their knowledge of 
the present position. As I under­
stand it, the first point on which 
both Ansett Transport Industries Ltd. 
and Thomas Nationwide Transport 
Ltd. reached agreement was the 
voting rights concerning a certain 
purchase of shares--

Mr. WILKEs.-An agreement that 
cannot be put into operation. 

Mr. ROSS - EDWARDS.-They 
reached agreement between them­
selves but the Stock Exchange of 
Melbourne, for its own good 
reasons, refused to accept that 
agreement. Therefore there is the 
unusual and unsatisfactory situation 
in which a big parcel of shares is 
virtually in limbo. No 'One has voting 
rights for them and they have not 
been registered by the Ansett organ­
ization. For obvious reasons, this 
unsatisfactory state of affairs can­
not continue. 

The second point concerns the 
principle for which the Select Com­
mittee was appointed to inquire into 
the matter, which was to delve into 
the role of Ansett Transport In­
dustries Ltd., as a public utility, in 
the transport system of Victoria. 
This is an important matter to be 
investigated because an offer such 
as that made by Thomas Nationwide 
Transport Ltd. could be repeated. It 
could well be that the issue pre­
sently existing between the Thomas 
and Ansett groups could be resolved 
and some agreement reached to 
settle it; but we would then face 
another problem and, if the Deputy 
Leader of the Opposition observes 
his usual patience, he will hear of it. 
The fundamental point is that if a 
takeover offer comes which could 
alter the virtual control of the major 
part of the transport activities of 
this State it will be a serious matter 
to be considered by this Parliament 
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and should be further investigated. 
This was a recommendation made by 
the Ansett Transport Industries 
Committee, of which I was a mem­
ber, and I reiterate my 'Support for 
that proposition. 

It is obvious that honorable mem­
bers of this House, with the possible 
exception of those members of the 
Ansett Transport Industries Com­
mittee and a small number of other 
members-I think the Leader of the 
Opposition would agree with me­
are not well informed on the prob­
lems which have been highlighted by 
the motion put forward by the hon­
orable member for Broadmeadows. 
I support 'a firm inquiry into this 
matter, but suggest that an adjourn­
ment-it need not be lengthy­
would be wise. The Country Party 
will certainly accept the assurance 
of the Attorney-General that the 
matter could be 'adjourned, but I 
should hope that after the adjourn­
ment the honorable gentleman would 
be prepared to state where the 
Ansett and Thomas groups at present 
stand. However unpleasant it would 
be to the Leader of the Opposition, 
we would have to talk about it. I 
suggest that a reasonably short 
adjournment is desirable, but I 
question the wisdom of the Com­
pany Take-overs Committee inquir­
ing into the relationship of Ansett 
Transport Industries Ltd. to trans­
port in Victoria. 

If the issue of Thomas Nationwide 
Transport Ltd. is put 'aSide, there is 
not really a takeover problem at 
present. Members of my party 
would like to know whether, if a 
takeover bid is made in the future, 
this Parliament should interfere. 
The duty of the Company Take-overs 
Committee, of which I am privileged 
to be 'a member, is to investigate a 
particular takeover bid. Guidelines 
have been set and it is the respons­
ibility of the Attorney-General, if he 
feels a particular bid falls within 
those guidelines, to refer it to the com­
mittee. If the Opposition considers 
that the guidelines are too narrow or 
should be altered, that would be a 
'matter to be debated in this House. 

Mr. Ross-Edwards. 

Many honorable members have 
looked 'at the guidelines and have 
varying opinions about them. The 
guidelines will have to be inter­
preted by someone who, doubtless, 
will be the Attorney-General. Per­
haps in the future it will be someone 
else, but the decision will have to 
be made by 'a particular person and, 
in my view, to say it will be auto­
matic is to be completely unrealistic. 
Therefore, with respect, I suggest 
that the debate be adjourned for a 
short period and that if the Govern­
ments sets up a committee to inquire 
into the relationship between Ansett 
Transport Industries Ltd. and the 
transport industry in Victoria it 
should be a committee other than 
the Company Take-overs Committee. 

Mr. WILKES (Northcote).-The 
purpose and reasons for the estab­
lishment of the Ansett Transport In­
dustries Committee -are well known 
to honorable members. The honor­
able member for Broadmeadows is 
asking that, because there have been 
three takeover propositions since the 
Ansett Transport Industries Commit­
tee made a recommendation to this 
P.arliament that appear not to be 
operating in the best interests of the 
public of Victoria, the matters 
should be referred to an existing 
committee-not a new committee. 

Mr. Ross-EDwARDs.-That is not 
what the Leader of the Opposition 
said. -

Mr. WILKES.-If the honorable 
member wishes to talk about the 
reasons why the Government set up 
two committees I shall be pleased to 
debate the matter with him. If I do not 
get an opportunity of doing so now, 
I shall certainly refer to the 'matter 
during the debate on the motion for 
the adoption of an Address-in-Reply 
to the Governor's Speech. The Gov­
ernment has been caught not with 
double standards but with treble 
standards on the issue of takeovers. 
The Government was caught when 
it first set up the committee. Before 
it knew where it was it found that 
its own supporters were amazed 
that a private enterprise Government 
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should have the temerity to interfere 
in 'any way with private enterprise. 
The reasons why the Government 
did 'So are well known and I shall not 
canvass them, but they were entirely 
different fvom the reasons why the 
Opposition supported the Bill. The 
case of the Opposition was made 
abundantly clear when my Leader 
indicated that he wanted an investi­
gation of the Ansett Transport 
Industries Ltd. takeover-it was 
because of the commercial im­
morality which had existed in this 
State during the past ten years and 
which had gone untouched by this 
Government. 

The SPEAKER (Sir Vernon 
Christie).-I think the honorable 
member is getting away from the 
subject. 

Mr. WILKES.-The Opposition's 
reasons for supporting the Bill were 
very different from those of the Gov­
ernment. The Oppositio'n believed that 
if protection was to be afforded to the 
people of Victoria the Bill should be 
supported but that point can be 
developed in 'another debate. Suffice 
it to say that the committee sub­
mitted 'a clear recommendation in 
specific terms. The report of the 
Select Committee stated-
Your committee recommends that 'a more 
detailed examination should be made and a 
committee with wider terms of reference be 
appointed for this purpose in the next 
session. 

I do not cross swords with any other 
honorable member except to say that 
already the Governm·ent has ap­
pOinted a committee to carry out what 
the Ansett Transport Industries Com­
mittee could not do, namely, investi­
gate company takeovers outside that 
of the 'attempted Ansett takeover. 
I should haVle thought that that 
committee would have had sufficient 
power and scope to be able to do 
what the Ansett Transport Industries 
Committee recommended to this Par­
liament but, of course, that com­
mittee failed dismally because the 
Attorney-General and the Premier 
did not have the intestinal fortitude 

to refer to the committee other take­
'Over bids that should have been re­
ferred to it. Even the Prime Minister 
referred to the matter. 

How 'can the Opposition be ex­
pected to accept the credibility of 
the Government in this matter when 
nothing else has taken place and the 
Government on the Attorney­
General's s~ggestion, wants time in 
which to consider how it can avoid 
getting out of referring this matter 
for further investigation? The 
reasons the matter should be further 
referred for investigation have been 
clearly outlined by the Leader of the 
Opposition, who referred to two other 
propositions which, since the com­
mittee made its report, have been con­
sidered behind closed door, to which 
the committee has not had access. 

Mr. Ross-EDWARDs.-The Ansett 
Transport Industries Committee is 
no longer in existence. 

Mr. WILKES.-That is so, but 
there is the Company Take-
overs Committee, to which 
the Attorney-General has the 
right to refer these matters. 
The honorable member for Broad­
meadows was a member of the 
committee and was alert to the 
tactic that the Government wanted 
to sweep this report under the 
door. On 3rd May, 1972, when 
debating the Parliamentary Com­
mittees (Take-overs Offers) Bill, the 
Attorney-General said -

This Bill is not intended to inhibit take­
overs or to vary the law regulating take­
overs in the interests of the shareholders of 
the companies involved. It is intended to 
enable the overriding public interest to be 
effectively considered by a joint committee 
of this Parliament. I commend the Bill to the 
House. 

After the Attorney-General had 
made that clear statement to the 
House, surely the honorable gentle­
man can see that now, on the recom­
mendation of his own committee and 
in the public interest, he ought to 
take further positive action on What 
has resulted from the attempted 
takeover. If honorable members 
consider this matter carefully they 
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wiN realize tha t in the first 
place Sir Reginald Ansett did not 
want Thomas Nationwide Transport 
Ltd. to take over his company and he 
expressed those sentiments. The 
reasons why he did not want the 
takeover to take place at that time 
are not necessarily the reasons that 
have been put forward now in the 
fresh proposition, and it is for this 
reason that Opposition members 
believe the Government and the 
Attorney-General should immediately 
advise the House that they are pre­
pared to refer this matter to the 
existing takeovers committee. IJf the 
Attorney-General believes that com­
mittee is not competent, let him say 
so and appoint, as has been sug­
gested, a further committee to do 
the job. 

That is aU that has been asked of 
the Attorney-General but he persists 
in wanting an adjournment of the 
debate. Why does the honorable 
gentleman want an adjournment? 
The facts are before the House. 
Honorable members may have been 
interested to hear the Attorney­
General read the recommendations 
of the committee, but they had 
already read them. The important 
fact is that there have been changes. 
The Select Committee went out of 
business simply because the Ansett 
takeover bid was withdrawn, but 
since then there have been new 
facets of the takeover which 
should be investigated. If the Gov­
ernment is to justify establish­
ment of a committee for any reason, 
it ought to allow the committee that 
has been appointed to clear the 
matter up, and honorable members on 
the Opposition side of the House 
are asking the Government to do 
just that. In the event of the Govern­
ment not doing that, obviously it 
leaves itself open to criticis'm for 
operating under what is commonly 
known as double standards. 

Mr. Ross-EDwARDs.-Triple stand­
ards. 

Mr. Wilkes. 

,Mr. WI'LKES.----I will inform the 
Leader of the Country 'Party about 
triple standards in another debate -
1 am trying to confine my remarks 
to this debate. T cannot understand 
why the Attorney-General is so 
reluctant to do what has been sug­
gested. What is there to hide? An 
aU-party committee was appointed 
and indeed the Government had the 
majority of members on that com­
mittee. Surely the honorable gentle­
man -is not afraid of that committee. 
He should be confident that the 
members of that committee are able 
to investigate the matter and do 
what it has been suggested should 
be done. If the Attorney-General 
continues to resist the proposal put 
forward by the honorable member 
for Broadmeadows, I can under­
stand the people of Victoria ac­
cepting the common view that the 
Government set up this Ansett com­
mittee because its arms were pushed 
up behind its back in the first place. 

In the interests of this Parliament 
it is the Government's clear respons­
ibility to dispel that notion that has 
permeated the minds of some people 
in the community and is now perme­
ating the minds of some 'supporters 
of the Government. The only way in 
which the Government can do that 
honorably is to accept the suggestion 
made by the honorable member for 
Broadmeadows. If 'I were to make a 
personal comment, ,I should say that 
the honorable member for Broad­
meadows is letting the Government 
off the hook, so to speak, by his 
motion, but he has moved the mo­
tion in the public interest rather 
than in a bid to gain political capital. 
1 suggest to the Attorney-General 
that he does not persist with the 
proposition to adjourn the debate on 
this motion to give him time t'O find 
a way out of his dilemma. 

The honorable gentleman's case 
rested on the fact that there was 
another document which was not 
tabled in the House with the re­
port but which was available in the 
Papers Room. That document was a 
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submission by Ansett Transport In­
dustries Ltd. to the Select Committee. 
Honorable members have had an 
opportunity of looking at the sub­
mission made by Ansett Transport 
Industries Ltd., but that does not 
alter the fact that the Stock Ex­
change of Melbourne refused to 
accept the proposition put forward 
by Ansett Transport 'Industries Ltd. 
The Government and the Attorney­
General want honorable members to 
examine something that is not ac­
ceptable to the Stock Exchange of 
Melbourne, and if that is the case 
the Government should put some­
thing more substantial before the 
House. 

The document has been rejected 
by the Stock Exchange of Mel­
bourne but the Government wants 
honorable members to read it 
and ignore the suggestion put for­
ward by the honorable member for 
Broadmeadows. That is the stupidity 
of the argument. I suggest to the 
Attorney-General that he should 
desist from his suggestion to adjourn 
the debate on the motion but should 
give the House an assurance that he 
will continue with the appointment 
of a committee now and allow the 
House to get on with its business. 

Mr. STOKES (Evelyn).-The Bill 
to appoint a Select Committee to 
investigate some takeovers in the 
State was rushed through Parlia­
ment. At the time I was one who 
suggested that more thought should 
be given to it and il also indicated 
that it would not work. I am speak­
ing tonight for two reasons. The 
Leader of the Opposition said that 
this Parliament was no.t sure--

The SPEAKER (Sir Vernon 
Chirstie).-Order! I do think the 
honorable member is critizing the 
procedures of the House and is 
therefore out of order. 'I ask the 
honorable member to keep within 
the terms of the motion. 

IMr. STOKES.-There are two 
reasons for my participating in the 
debate. The first is to repeat the 
statement II made that Parliament 

should not burden itself by inves­
tigating deals between companies 
engaged in a particular industry. 
I have previously said that it was 
unwise and impracticable for this 
Parliament to try to discover the 
detailed ramifications of business 
organizations throughout Victoria 
and that it would be an infringement 
on the rights of private enterprise. 

The Leader of the Opposition 
stated that Ansett Transport In­
dustries Ltd. had an important 
bearing on the transport system in 
Victoria and because of this the 
company should be protected. He 
commenced his argument by stating 
that he had support for that state­
ment from Sir Reginald Ansett. Sir 
Reginald Ansett might have thought 
that about his own company but 
there was no evidence produced 
during the debate to refute the sug­
gestion that if someone else took 
over the company the same services 
would not be provided or would not 
be equal to or better than the 
services already provided. 

The reason given for the introduc­
tion of the Bill was that it was neces­
sary to protect the employment of 
thousands of people residing in Vic­
toria, but there was no evidence that 
this protection was necessary. I 
pointed out that if a Select Com­
mittee was appointed it was not 
correct that it should investigate 
some takeovers but that not all of 
them should be subject to investiga­
tion, and I still adhere to that 
belief. Over the years the manage­
ment of a company can change; every 
stock exchange transaction changes 
ownership in business and this is a 
form of takeover. 

A further reason I gave to the 
House on a previous occasion was 
that the takeover of Ansett 
Transport Industries Ltd. would not 
necessarily have a big effect on the 
economy of only one State because 
general transport affected Australia as 
a whole. Ansett's business was not 
confined solely to Victoria; it extended 
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beyond the borders of the State. So 
it is a Commonwealth matter. I 
believe Parliament was wrong in 
what it did on that occasion. 

The SPEAKER (Sir Vernon 
Christie).-Order! The honorable 
member knows that under Standing 
Orders it is out of order to criticize 
a previous decision of this House. 

Mr. STOKES.-I agree with you, 
Mr. Speaker, but ,I was just repeating 
what I had previously said. I feel 
that Parlia'ment should nO't have 
taken the action it did because once 
the committee commences investiga­
tions into a company it can investi­
gate all aspects of the business. The 
Leader of the Opposition represents 
a Socialist party, and if it became 
the Government it would be able to 
investigate all details of management 
of all business in Victoria and this 
would become a tremendous burden 
on private industry. 1 strongly 
recommend against a committee 
for investigating all companies. 1 
suggest to the Government that it 
should move to repeal the legislation 
so that the complications which have 
arisen will not continue. 

Mr. A. W. TAYLOR (Balwyn).-
1 move-

That the debate be now adjourned. 
The motion 'was agreed to. 
Mr. WILTON (Broadmeadows).­

On a point of order, 1 ask the 
Attorney-General until what date he 
suggests the debate should be ad­
journed. 

Sir GE.ORGE REID (Attorney­
General) .-1 suggest an adjournment 
until 10th October. It should not be 
later than 10th October. I move-

That the debate be adjourned until Tues­
day, October 10. 

Mr. WILTON (Broadmeadows).­
The 'Opposition is not opposing an 
adjournment until 10th October on 
the clear understanding tha t the 
debate will be resumed on that date. 
The Attorney-General has given me 
that assurance and il accept it. In 
effect, it is a fortnight's adjournment. 

The motion was agreed to, and it 
was ordered that the debate be ad­
journed until Tuesday, 'October 10. 

CONSTITUTIONAL CONVENTION 
BILL. 

Sir GEORGE REID (Attorney­
General) .-1 move-

That this Bill be now read a second time. 

This shO'rt Bill is in a form well 
known to mO'st honorable members, 
but it relates to an important and 
historic matter-the convention of 
delegates from all the Parliaments of 
Australia, which is to be held in 
Albury next year, to review the 
Australian Constitution. 

The Bill authorizes the payment of 
an attendance fee to delegates for 
each attendance at a meeting of 
delegates and the payment of appro­
priate travelling expenses. The rate 
of -attendance fee is the same as for 
Parliamentary committees. The Bill 
also makes an appropriation out of 
the Consolidated Fund of the 
amounts necessary to meet the costs 
of the convention. These amounts 
are not to exceed $50,000 in any 
financial year. Lastly, it makes per­
fectly clear that the acceptance of 
these payments by members of the 
Parliament will not operate to dis­
qualify them as members. 

For the information of honorable 
members I should like to report on 
the progress of the preparations for 
the convention. Firstly, the Com­
monwealth Government has indicated 
that it is prepared to' bear one-half 
of the costs incurred in staging the 
convention. The States have agreed 
to distribute the remaining 50 per 
cent between them on a popUlation 
basis. This means that Victoria will 
be responsible for -approximately 14 
per cent of the costs of the staging 
of the convention. 

Secondly, there has already been 
a meeting of the Victorian delega­
tion at which the preparations for 
the convention were reviewed and 
it was decided to seek submissions 
from local government-and other 
interested bodies so that the sub­
missions could be considered by the 
delegates before the convention. 
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Thirdly, the Victorian delegation 
bas selected the Premier and the 
Leader of the Opposition to repre­
sent it at a meeting of representa­
tives of the various delegations which 
is to be held -in Adelaide on 5th and 
6th October next. At that meeting 
it is expected that final arrangements 
for the Albury meeting will be made. 

The Government believes that the 
work of the Constitutional Conven­
tion is of the utmost importance and 
is confident that it will be supported 
by every member of this Parliament. 
1 commend the Bill to the House. 

On the motion of Mr. WILKES 
(Northcote) , the debate was 
adjourned. 

It was ordered that the debate be 
adjourned until Wednesday, Septem­
ber 27. 

The sitting was suspended at 6.20 
p.m. until 8.4 p.m. 

RINGWOOD (RECREATION 
RESERVE) LAND BILL. 

The Order of the Day for the 
resumption of the debate on the 
motion for the second reading of this 
Bill was read. 

The SPEAKER (Sir Vernon 
Christie).-On examining this Bill, 
1 am of opinion that it is a private 
Bill. 

Mr. BALFOUR (Minister for Fuel 
and Power) .-1 move-

That all the Private Bill Standing Orders 
be dispensed with, and that this Bill be treat­
ed as a public Bill. 

The motion was agreed to. 
The debate (adjourned from Sep­

tember 5) on the motion of Mr. 
Borthwick (Minister of Lands) for 
the second reading of this Bill was 
resumed. 

Mr. WILTON (Broadmeadows).­
The Opposition offers no objection 
to the measure which regularizes a 
situation existing in the City of 
Ringwood concerning the Scouts 
Association of Australia, Victorian 
Branch, and the lease of a hall 
established for some time on land 
which came to the Crown as the 

result of an arrangement between 
the Government and the City of 
Ringwood. The usual safeguards 
concerning covenants, restrictions 
and so on requiring the approval of 
the Governor in Council appear in 
the Bill. 

The motion was agreed to. 

The Bill was read a second time, 
and passed through its remaining 
stages. 

REGISTRATION OF BIRTHS 
DEATHS AND MARRIAGES 

(AMENDMENT) BILL. 
The debate (adjourned from Sep­

tember 13) on the motion of Mr. 
Meagher (Chief Secretary) for the 
second reading of this Bill was 
resumed. 

Mr. TURNBULL (Brunswick 
West) .-This small Bill is important 
to the illegitimate child. All honor­
able members know of the strange 
legal concept that an illegitimate 
child has no f.ather, with the result 
that most children in this situation 
are registered by the mother and not 
by the father. An illegitimate child 
has no rights whatever against the 
father. 1 understand that the honor­
able member for Mitcham felt that 
the child would be helped some­
what to overcome this 'Stigma 
attaching to his birth if there were 
some legal authority for the birth of 
the child to be registered under the 
name of the father. 

To some extent, the measure pre­
serves the old common law fiction 
that the child has no father, because 
proposed sub-section (2) of section 
13 provides-

Nothing in sub-section (1) should be taken 
as requiring the father of 'an illegitimate 
child to giv.e any information concerning 
the birth of the illegitimate child. 

Although, under the common law, 
the child has no rights whatever 
against the father, under the statute 
law there is ·a right in the mother 
to maintain proceedings against the 
actual father for 'maintenance during 
the period of two months prior to 
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the child's birth. for the confinement 
charges and maintenance afterwards 
for the child if she can prove who the 
father was. 

I have no doubt that the honor­
able member for Mitcham desired to 
alleviate the unfortunate situation of 
this class of child -and that her 
efforts have resulted in the drafting 
of sub-section (1) of proposed new 
section 25, which states-

No person shall be registered as the father 
of an illegitimate child unless the several 
parti~ulars required by section 13 to be given 
are glven by- . 

(a) both the mother and the father; or 

(b) the father with .the consent in writing 
of the mother. 

Sub-section (2) of the proposed new 
section empowers the Government 
Statist to dispense with the consent 
required by paragraph (b) of sub­
section (1) if he is satisfied by 
declaration or otherwise that the 
mother of the child is dead, that the 
mother of the child cannot after 
reasonable inquiry be found, and so 
on. Section 13 sets out the particu­
lars necessary to be given in relation 
to any child. 

The unfortunate aspect of this 
subject is that many mothers of 
these children are unable to' catch 
the fugitive father. It is said that 
the majority of fathers of this 
type of child are merchant seamen 
and in those circum'stances it is ex­
tremely difficult for the mother to 
bring proceedings against the father, 
although the statute gives the 
mother that power. 

I should like to quote a short 
passage from page 22 of The Un­
married Mother and her Child by 
Virginia Wimperis, M.A. (Cantab.) . 
It states-

A ohild normally looks to its father for 
financial support, but how far can an illegit­
imate child do ,so? In a country where per­
haps about one man in every twenty-five is 
~ 'natural' father, this is an important ques­
tion. 

Even today English law is based on what 
Johan Castberg, the Norwegian social re­
former, described in 1915 as 'the outrageous 
and unnatural fiction that the illegitimate 
child has only a mother'.Thus except for a 

Mr. Turnbull. 

few specific purposes, a natural son has no 
legal kinship to his father-or with any other 
child of his mother-

and so on. There are no rights of 
succession. In law, these unfortun­
ate children are in an unfaV'ourable 
position. I hope the honorable mem­
ber for Mitcham will pursue this 
matter further with the view of en­
suring that the natural father has a 
greater obligation to the child than 
he has at present. At least, as a re­
sult of the amendments made by the 
Bill, the name of the father of the 
child can be registered as the sur­
name, instead of that of the mother. 
For those reasons, the Labor Party 
supports the Bill. 

Mr. BROAD (Swan Hill).-The 
Country Party appr'Oves of this 
measure. The House last debated 
a measure relating to births, deaths 
and marriages in 1970. Since then 
certain weaknesses in the legisla­
tion have become evident, and cer­
tain avenues of possible improve­
ment have become open to us. The 
increasing number of illegitimate 
births-in particular, the increasing 
number of births where the parent­
age is not known-makes it ex­
tremely difficult for exact and 
intelligent registration to be made. 
One forms the impression that al­
though many may approve of the 
idea of the permissive society as 
something which enlarges life's op­
portunities for extended pleasure 
and fulfilment, this improvement 
does n'Ot extend to the children of 
that permissive society, many of 
whom start life under a severe dis­
advantage. 

Some never see their father, as 
the honorable member for Bruns­
wick West movingly told the House. 
For some there is no home to which 
their mother can take them. Some, 
as the measure indicates, scarcely 
know what their name is. Unfor­
tunately this Bill does not and 
cannot wholly correct this sorry 
state of affairs. But it will some­
what mitigate the handicaps of these 
children and assist those who are 
endeavouring-often with a large 
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measure of success-to prepare 
these children for a normal happy 
life. 

One of the main points of this 
measure which concerns the regis­
tration of birth of illegitimate children 
is contained in clause 6, which inserts 
a new section after section 25 of 
the principal Act. Where additional 
knowledge comes to hand ab~ut ~h.e 
father of the child after 'an IllegItI­
mate child has been registered, the 
Government Statist may-with the 
consent of the mother-record this 
information on the birth certificate. 
However, the statist may, at his dis­
cretion, as provided in proposed new 
section 25, contained in clause 5 
of the Bill, dispense with the 
mother's consent if the mother is 
dead, lost or mentally unbalanced. 
Two further principles are important. 
They are mentioned in clause 3, 
which provides-

After section 16 of the principal Act there 
shall be inserted the following section:-

cc 16A. (1) Where a person is registered .as 
the father of a child ,the surname of the chIld 
in the register of ·births ,shall be the same as 
the surname of the father. 

(2) Where no person is registered as tpe 
father of the child the surname of the child 
in .the register of births shall be the same 
as the surname of the mother." 

I pay tribute to those who, bec~use 
of their deep interest, have gIven 
time and thought to ironing out 
these difficulties. I hope the Bill will 
improve the position for both admin­
istrators and the children concerned. 

Mrs. GOBLE (Mitcham).-I express 
my gratification that this measure 
has been introduced into the Par­
liament and my appreciation to the 
Chief Secretary for awarding me 
part of the credit for its "introduc­
tion. There is no way in the world 
that a Parliament can legislate to 
force people to accept their respons­
ibilities if they are not prepared to 
do so, particularly. i!l the cas.e of the 
father of an illegItimate chIld. But 
Parliament can legislate to remove 
some of the disadvantages which the 
illegitimate child suffers. That is 
what this measure sets out to do 

and, up to a pOint, what it achieves. 
I agree with the honorable mem­
ber for Brunswick West that more 
might be done in later measures. 
Previously, in suggesting that steps 
might be taken for this measure to 
be introduced, I mentioned the 
advisability of drafting a measure 
which would enable illegitimate 
children to inherit by right. At pre­
sent illegitimate children have no 
rights in the fathe(s ~~tate if ~e 
dies intestate. An IllegItImate chIld 
has rights in them/other's estate if he 
or she is the only child. If there are 
other, legitimate children, the ille­
gitimate child is denied any part of 
the mother's estate if she dies inte­
state. It is not fair to deprive child­
ren of their natural rights when they 
are not responsible for the situation 
which has arisen. 

I am pleased that this measure 
goes as far as it does but I urge that 
we go even further. 

Mr. SUGGETT (Bentleigh).-I con­
gratulate the Government. 

Mr. WILKEs.-Give yourself a pat 
on the back. 

Mr. SUGGETT.-If the Opposition 
had any decency, it, too, would Con­
gratulate the Government, but I fear 
that is too much to expect. I 
hope it will not be misc(:)l~stru~d 
if I speak of the OpposItIon In 
one breath and refer to illegitimacy 
in the next. That is purely coinci­
dental; there is no connection what­
soever. 

In the past there has been a slur 
or stigma on the illegitimate child. 
The Bible says that the sins of the 
parents shall·be visited on the child­
ren. I am afraid I cannot quote the 
date of the publication or give the 
author. The Bill refers to section 
17 of the principal Act, sub-section 
(1) of which provides, inter alia-

If any child whose birth has been regist­
ered under this Act without a first or christ­
ian name has any such name given to it after 
the registration, or if any additional first 
name or christian name is given to a child 
to whom a first name or christian name was 
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given at the time when its birth was reg­
istered, the parents of the child, ,at any time 
within one year after the date of the original 
registration of the birth, may in writing re­
quest the Government Statist to register the 
name so given and the Government Statist 
shall register the name .accordingly. 

The word "Christian" occurs quite 
often and I suggest that this section 
shauld be amended to' read "given 
name ". Australia is a Christian 
country but there are cauntries in 
the world which are not recognized 
as being Christian. There are peaple 
in the cammunity whO' dO' nat claim 
to be Christians. It would be more 
realistic to use the term "given 
name". This is a relevant paint and 
the Act should be amended to read 
"given or first name" of the child. 
1 trust that the Government will 
consider that suggestion. 

Apart from that, this measure is 
a realistic appraach to' a sacial prab­
lem and it is one on which the 
Gavernment shauld be cangratulated. 
Illegitimacy is part of aur permis­
sive society. We cannat candemn 
ar con dane it, but we must ensure 
that the results af permissiveness 
shall not be visited on the offspring. 

Mr. MACLELLAN (Gippsland 
West) .-1 join with the honorable 
member for Mitcham in welcoming 
this Bill and the changes it intra­
duces. 1 support her suggestians 
tha t these changes should be taken 
further. One part af the Bill which 
concerns me is clause 6. It is not 
usual, in a secand-reading debate, to' 
address one's mind to' a particular 
clause, but the area of my dissatis­
factian is impartant. Any alteration 
to be made to the registratian of an 
illegitimate birth will be made in 
the margin af the register. When a 
father's name is added to' the regis­
tratian, it will be added anly in the 
margin and the date on which that 
altera tion is made is to be added to' 
the surname, and the alteration is 
to be signed by the father. 

It is unsatisfactory that a child 
whO' has the misfortune to be bam 
illegitimate, or to be in a position 

where his birth registratian is 
treated as illegitimate, shauld have 
to carry this record with him 
throughout his life whenever a full 
birth certificate is required. It 
daes nat appear an an extract of 
birth entry. Honorable members will 
be familiar with the circumstances 
where an extract af birth entry is 
nat satisfactary and where a full 
birth certificate is required. These 
may be job applications or insurance 
matters. 

It is unnecessary to' inflict an the 
child the embarrassment of an 
amendment being made in the mar­
gin, and the date af the amendment, 
whenever a full birth certificate is 
needed. 1 should be happy if the 
Chief Secretary would undertake to 
review this matter befare the trans­
missian af this Bill fram this Hause 
to' anather place, with a view to 
ensuring that there is nO' administra­
tive requirement far an amendment 
to' be made in the margin rather than 
to' have a fresh certificate issued 
showing no indication af the altera­
tian, sa that the child whase 
parents have acknawledged the birth 
should be in no worse position 
than children barn in wedlack. The 
mere accident of time of registration 
shauld not be there to' haunt the 
child. 1 am sure that the hanarable 
member for Mitcham would be satis­
fied with nathing less than that a 
child should be left without a slur, 
which is, after all, merely a fault 
ar an accident af the parents. The 
parents, not the child, should carry 
the respansibility and the burden. 

It surprises me that this appraach 
has nat been suggested by members 
of the Oppasitian. One can only 
regret that it has nat been taken up. 
1 hape to' hear the Deputy Leader of 
the Oppasitian suppart me. 

Mr. WILKES (Narthcote).-I com­
mend the honorable member for 
Brunswick West an his abservatians 
an this Bill and also the hanorable 
member far Mitcham far the sincere 
interest she has shawn in this prab­
lem. One would have thaught that 



and MarrIages t20 SEPTEMBER, i972.] (Amendment) Bill. 47~ 

in proposed legislation of this type 
the Government would consider re­
moving from the statute the words 
" legitimate" and " illegitimate". 
By so doing it would remove the 
stigma that should not be carried by 
a child, whether it be born in or out 
of wedlock. Whether or not the 
father acknowledges responsibility 
the fact is that the stigma remains. 
It would have been a worth-while 
social step to remove that stigma. 

It is common knowledge in the 
world today that young people 
decide to use standards best known 
to themselves in deciding whether or 
not to enter into wedlock. A child 
born out of wedlock should not be 
stigmatized or considered to be any 
less a citizen than a child born in 
wedlock. Legal problems are asso­
ciated with this Act but they are not 
insurmountable. From a purely 
social point of view the stigma 
could be better removed and equality 
retained if the word Ce illegitimate" 
were removed from the statute. 
I commend that approach to the 
Government for its serious con­
sideration. I agree with the honor­
able member for Mitcham in her 
hope that the Government may 
seriously consider this aspect. 

Because of changing times, the 
standards that apply today may not 
have applied in your day, Mr. 
Deputy Speaker, or in mine. Per­
haps we do not approve of some of 
the standards accepted today. The 
fact .is that they are accepted by 
certam members of the community; 
but that acceptance should not in 
any way stigmatize a child because 
it is born out of wedlock. I appeal 
to the Government to remove this 
stigm·a as soon as possible. 

Mr. McLAREN (Bennettswood).­
I wish to comment on two aspects. 
Firstly, records of births, deaths and 
marriages are of historical import­
ance. In future, a need will exist, 
because of the huge accumulation of 
inform'ation that is available, for 
records of the Government Statist 
to be computerized 'So that it will 
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be readily available. If one wished 
to get "a line" on a particular 
family, ready reference would be 
available. 

I bring to the notice of the Chief 
Secretary the possibility that because 
of rising fees for extracts of entries 
of births, deaths and marriages, 
people concerned with historical re­
search and records, particularly 
those who do work on the Australian 
Dictionary of Biography should be 
given some concession in the searches 
that are made for this purpose. I 
compliment the Registrar of Births, 
Deaths and Marriages for the ready 
assistance he has given to these 
people. 

Secondly, I commend the remarks 
made by previous speakers and com­
pliment them for looking at this 
matter as a social problem and on 
their interest in ensuring that chil­
dren born out of wedlock should not 
be placed under any restriction. I 
applaud the statement of the honor­
able member for Gippsland West that 
steps should be taken to ensure that 
children should not be stigm'atized. 

It is interesting to note the social 
forces working in this direction and 
the fact that the Government has 
proposed this legislation is an indica­
tion of the recognition by society as 
a ~hole of the changing forces in 
SOCIety. I suggest that there are two 
bas~s upon which these changes are 
takmg place. One is the increased 
social acceptability of illegitimacy, at 
least for the unwed mother. The 
more permissive atmosphere in our 
s<?~iety is balanced out by the recog­
nItIOn of the place of the unwed 
mother and particularly to the child 
born out of wedlock. A further fac­
tor is t~e increased activity of the 
newlY-VIgorous police Abortion 
Squad. 

I commend to the study of honor­
ab~e memb.ers aD: article by Max 
SUIch publIshed m the Australian 
Fi,:ancial Review of 21st January of 
thIS yea~, under the heading, "As 
communIty standards alter the illegi­
timacy rate rises." The author makes 
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a comparison State by State of the ex­
nuptial births as a percentage of the 
total births. He shows that for Aus­
tralia as ·a whole in 1969-70 the 
figure for these births was 8·30, but 
in the first half of 1970-71-the 
latest figures available-it had in­
creased to 9·03. In Victoria, the 
figure had increased from 6 . 05 to 
6·59. It is interesting to note that 
the largest increase was in the 
Northern Territory where, for obvi­
ous reasons, the figure rose from 
16·23 to 18·40. 

I refer to an article in the Aus­
tralian Journal of Social Issues, 
volume 7, number 2 of 1972, written 
by Benjamin Schlesinger, 'a professor 
in the School of Social Work at the 
University of Toronto, who is at 
present a visiting lecturer at the 
Department of Social Work, Univer­
sity of Western Australia. He indi­
cated that the single-parent family 
in Australia was a subject that 
needed a great deal of review be­
cause of the changes that were 
taking place in society, such as I 
have shown. He quoted from ,the 
study and report on poverty in Mel­
bourne by Professor Henderson, pub­
lished in 1970. He showed that the 
biggest risks are the families without 
fathers. This is one of the subjects 
that we as a society must face up 
to in future to ensure that the chil­
dren are looked after. 

I am concerned with all aspects 
of this matter because I am a foster 

. parent of ·a child that comes within 
this risk category. I recognize the 
enormous difficulties which children 
experience in the community because 
of the risk that they face. I also 
refer to the study by Shanmugan 
and Wood published in the Aus­
tralian and New Zealand Journal of 
Sociology, volume 6, number 1, dated 
April, 1970. The subject was "Un­
wed mothers: A study of 100 girls 
in Melbourne, Victoria ". The 
authors showed that, in an examina­
tion of 100 cases of unwed mothers 
in ·a Melbourne hospital in 1968, 70 
of the girls were under the age of 

Mr. McLaren. 

21 years. Only sixteen girls in­
tended to keep the baby, and eventu­
ally fourteen did so. The emphasis of 
this Parliament and of our society 
should be to attempt to keep the 
mother and the child together. In 
that atmosphere there exists the 
greatest possibility of the baby 
being accepted in society and of 
becoming a normal person within 
the community. I believe the Bill 
accepts the situation I have just 
outlined. 

The motion was agreed to. 

The Bill was read a second time 
and committed. 

Clause 1 was agreed to. 

Clause 2 (Amendment of No. 
6564 section 13). 

Mr. MEAGHER (Chief Secre­
tary) .-1 thank honorable members 
for their support and I propose to 
make some brief comments in reply 
to their contributions to the debate. 
The honorable member for Mitcham 
hoped for an extension of this pro­
posed legislation to safeguard the 
inheritance of illegitimate children 
of assets which might come from 
the estate of the parents. I 
appreciate the motive behind what 
has been said and the thought that 
the rights of these children should 
be preserved, and I realize that com­
plex problems could be involved in 
determining the proper inheritance, 
but this is probably more easily said 
than done. The matter will be exam­
ined to determine whether anything 
can be done along the lines 
suggested. 

The honorable member for Gipps­
land West expressed the thought 
that putting the particulars of the 
father when they are disclosed later 
than the date of birth in the margin 
could become a permanent record to 
the effect that the father was not 
known at the time of birth. II appre­
ciate that thought, and I think it is 
good, but, again, other than by 
making annotations in the margin, 
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there may be difficult problems in­
volved in altering a register of this 
nature at a subsequent date. 1 shall 
examine the proposition and decide 
whether it is possible to do anything 
about it. 

The Deputy Leader of the Opposi­
tion, again with high motives, 
suggested that the words "legitim­
ate" and " illegitimate" might 
be deleted from the Act. I 
support the honorable member's 
intentions, but the problem is that 
whilst the Act does in fact differen­
tiate between a legitimate and an 
illegitimate child, the only way to 
remove those words would be by 
substituting two other words having 
the same meaning. 1 cannot see any 
practical way in which this could be 
achieved. If it were possible to meet 
all of the other questions which have 
been raised, possibly it would be 
feasible to remove those words from 
the Act. It is the differentiation 
which makes use of the words 
" legitimate" and " illegitimate" 
necessary. For those reasons, 1 can­
not promise very much in that field 
unless the Act is completely re­
written. 

For what it is worth, I have given 
honorable members as much comfort 
as 1 can. To sum up, I agree that it 
is most unreasonable for any child 
to be stigmatized by knowledge of 
the fact that its parents did not 
meet the conventions of the day. It 
is not the child's fault, and I should 
be happy to do anything by way of 
legislation that could remove that 
stigma; but whether that is possible 
is a moot point. I conclude by saying 
that I completely support the senti­
ments expressed, but II express 
doubts about the practicality of put­
ting them into legislative form. 

The clause was agreed to, as was 
clause 3. 

Clause 4 (Amendment of No. 6564 
s. 17). 

Mr. TURNBULL (Brunswick 
West) .-1 point out to the honorable' 
member for Bentleigh that the matter, 
about which he complained concern­
ing clause 4 is already provided for 
in section 17 of the principal Act. 
The honorable member was protest­
ing that a non-Christian should not 
have to fiU in a form or refer to a 
Christian name, but sub-section (1) 
of section 17 of the principal Act 
provides, inter alia -

... or if any additional first name or Christ­
ian name is given to a child to whom a first 
name or Christian name was given at the 
time when its birth was registered ... 

It is obvious that the honorable 
member for Bentleigh has not read 
that section. 

The clause was agreed to, as were 
the remaining clauses. 

The Bill was reported to the House 
without amendment, and passed 
through its remaining stages. 

THE CONSTITUTION ACT 
AMENDMENT (CONJOINT 

ELECTIONS) BILL. 
The debate (adjourned from Sep­

tember 5) on the motion of Mr. 
Meagher (Chief Secretary) for the 
second reading of this Bill was 
resumed. 

Mr. HOLDING (Leader of the 
Opposition) .-This Bill is compara­
tively small but it is important in its 
effect. It simply amends The Constitu­
tion Act Amendment Act to provide 
that the election of members of the 
Legislative Council will take place 
conjointly with the election of mem­
bers of the Legislative Assembly. The 
reasons for this decision 'are outlined 
in the Minister's second-reading 
speech, in which he points out, that, 
to date, conjoint elections have in 
fact saved the taxpayers of Victoria 
in the vicinity of $900,000. It is also 
pointed out that passage of this Bill 
by the Parliament will save tax­
payers the sum of $350,000. 

When considering conjoint elec­
tions, I suppose members of all 
parties approach the question from' 
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the not very commendable stand­
pOint of asking themselves, "Is this 
to our political advantage, or not?" 
Perhaps it is a matter which can be 
argued, but the attitude of members 
of the Opposition to this is that if 
savings of this size can be effected, 
they ought to be effected and, f.or 
that reason, we do not oppose this 
measure. 

Of course, if the Government is 
concerned with the need to save 
funds, it could save a great deal 
more than the $350,000 that it has 
mentioned by abolishing the Legis­
lative Council; because if one looks 
at the reality of that institution one 
cannot seriously pretend that it 
operates as a House of review in 
this State. 

IMr. WILKES.-It is an anachron­
ism. 

IMr. HOLoDING.-I adopt the com­
ment of my colleague. It is an 
historical anachronism, which stems 
from a time when in Victoria there 
was a difference in the rights of 
citizens and when property was 
regarded as being the basis on which 
a man was entitled to exercise a 
vote. Theoretically, it was seen as 
an institution whose function was to 
temper some of the wilder decisions 
that might have emanated from the 
Legislative Assembly. 

What in fact has been the role of 
the Legislative Council in recent 
years? It has simply been a pale 
reflection of the debates which have 
taken place in this House and, quite 
frankly, the money that is expended 
in keeping those gentlemen on their 
red velvet seats is an expense that 
taxp,ayers in this State can no longer 
aff.ord. At a stage when the Govern­
ment is anxious to conserve funds, 
it is not to its credit to perpetuate 
this political anachronism. 

Every honorable member knows 
the facts of political life. I cannot 
recall a single occasion since I have 
been a member of this institution 
when Liberal Party members in the 

Legislative Council have voted 
differently from the way in whiCh 
their colleagues in the Legislative 
Assembly have voted, and I concede 
tha t the same is true of members 
of the Country Party and members 
of the Labor Party. 

Mr. B. J. EVANs.-That is not true. 

IMr. HOLDING.--From time to 
time there may have been exceptions 
by individual members, but they 
probably were exercises more in 
political expedience than principle. 
Every honorable member knows that 
early in the week all political 
parties have a party meeting at 
which attitudes to pr.oposed legisla­
tion are decided. 

The DEPUTY SPEAKER (Sir Edgar 
Tanner).-I think the Leader of the 
Opposition should relate his argu­
ments to the principal subject of the 
Bill, namely, whether or not there 
should be conjoint elections. 

,Mr. HOLoDING.-Yes, Sir, and my 
argument is that if the Legislative 
Council were abolished there would 
be no need for conjoint elections. 

II do not propose to delay the 
House. I simply point out that what 
occurs every week is that all parties 
have party meetings. In some other 
States members of the Legislative 
Council do not meet with their 
colleagues of the Assembly, but that 
is not the practice in this Parliament 
when decisions are made at party 
meetings. All members are aware of 
and understand the strictures of 
party discipline and realize that they 
are bound by decisions which are 
taken at party meetings. 

There are occasions - indeed, we 
have had them in this House - on 
which an individual member has been 
unhappy with the decision made by 
his party and has spoken against it, 
although I have yet to see 
an occasion on which a mem­
ber has voted against a 
maj ori ty decision of his party. 
I have noticed that they absent 
themselves on occasions. That is the 
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reality of the practice which has 
been followed in this institution over 
many years. If that is the reality, 
when honorable members have be­
fore them a Bill designed to save 
the funds of the taxpayers, on what 
basis is this myth perpetuated that 
there is some mystique in the red­
velveted Chamber across the hall­
another place-which entitles its 
members, having sat in a party room 
cmd having deliberated with their 
colleagues, when a Bill such as this 
reaches that place, to decide sud­
denly to act as a House of review. 
That is palpable political nonsense, 
and every member of this House 
knows it. 

Mr. STEPHEN .-A lot of leaders 
come from that House. 

Mr. HOLDING.-I realize that 
there has been a dearth of leader­
ship in the Liberal Party and that it 
has been necessary to bring a few 
down from another place, but that 
is an internal problem which con­
fronts the Liberal Party. It would 
he unseemlv for me to comment on 
it, and I do not propose to do so. 

Another point I wish to make 
goes to the nature of this institution 
as an institution. I am not going 
to elaborate on what I regard as a 
grave affront to the whole opera­
tion of political democracy, that is, 
the existing political gerrymander, 
because that would be out of order. 
Assuming there exists a political 
system which entitles people to vote 
for a Government of their choice and 
they cast a majority vote for a par­
ticular party and its policies, the 
people are entitled to take the view 
that a Government that has been 
elected is bound by its policies and 
should be able to act entirely unen­
cumbered, without the sort of non­
sense that goes on in another place 
when it refers to itself as operating 
as a House of review. 

I do not want to put the honor­
able gentlemen who are members of 
another place out of a job-not 
overnight, anyway-but the time 
has come when this Parliament and 
all political parties must look at 
the operation of political institu­
tions in this State. I have issued 
this warning before, and I issue it 
again. Throughout the Western 
World the whole system of Parlia­
mentary government as an institu­
tion is under attack. There has prob­
ably never before been a time in the 
history of the community when 
there have been so many pressures 
operating within the society, so 
many changes occurring. When 
those changes occur as rapidly as 
they are, we must have Parliament­
ary institutions which are capable of 
meeting those changes in society and 
reflecting them. I always feel there 
is something grosslv inadequate 
when some of the real issues being 
debated in the community are not 
also debated in this Chamber. 

The SPEAKER (Sir Vernoln 
Christie).-Order! Although the sub­
iect being discussed bv the Leader 
of the Opoosition may be important, 
it is really not the subiect before 
the House, which is whether the 
elections shall be held together and 
under what conditions. It is a ques­
tion not of the relation between the 
Houses or their functions but con­
joint-a dreadful word-elections. 

Mr. HOLDING.-I shall not ex­
pand on that proposition. I shall 
simply say that this Parliament, 
when thinking about elections, has 
continually to consider the role of 
the Parliamentary institution. The 
point I was making before you 
entered the Chamber, Mr. Speaker, 
was that although the Government 
asserts that it proposes the holding 
of conjoint elections because of the 
considerable saving of taxpayers' 
money which can be effected, it 
can effect an even greater saving by 
abolishing the Legislative Council. 
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The SPEAKER - Order! That 
would be out of order. 

Mr. HOLDING.-I commend the 
thoughts which I have already ex­
pressed. I shall abide by your rul­
ing, Mr. Speaker, and hope that 
you will allow the same latitude to 
succeeding speakers as I have 
obtained. 

Mr. B. J. EVANS (Gippsland 
East) .-A Bill of this type seems 
to appear in this House every three 
years prior to the advent of a gen­
eral election for the Legislative 
Assembly. I have spoken on similar 
legislation previously and have not 
changed my views on this question 
over the years. It is tragic for the 
democratic system which we have 
grown to appreciate and under­
stand that this sort of procedure is 
being accepted by this Government. 
One of the essential elements of the 
British Parliamentary system has 
been to protect the rights of the 
minority. This proposal is having the 
effect of destroying the opportunity 
for a minority point of view to be 
registered in this place because un­
der the system of conjoint elections 
the smaller parties are faced with 
the great expense of fighting elec­
tion campaigns, often running can­
didates where they do not really 
want to do so, simply for the pur­
pose of having a combined ticket. 
It also makes it difficult for inde­
pendent persons to be elected to this 
place because they have not a com­
bined ticket. 

I challenge the approach of the 
Leader of the Opposition to the Par­
liamentary system because in my 
view the electors should be asked at 
election time to vote for an indi­
vidual member, not for a party. The 
elector votes for a person in many 
cases on the basis of his political 
affiliations, and I do not disagree 
with that proposition, for a moment. 
But the basic intent of the British 
system was for groups of people in 
electorates throughout the country 
to 'elect members to a Parliament. 

Once elected, those members got 
together, sorted out their affiliations 
and formed a Government. That is 
briefly the historical background to 
our Parliamentary system. The sys­
tem which is adopted in Victoria at 
present, judging by the reactions of 
Opposition members on the back 
benches, means that in some in­
stances we are not getting a good 
type of member in this place because 
they certainly do not believe in 
giving minorities the opportunity of 
expressing their views in this Cham­
ber. 

The question I pose is: How 
valuable is the vote to individuals? 
Is the $350,000 which it is alleged 
will be saved by conjoint elections 
a waste of money? Is it a waste of 
money to give people an opportunity 
of expressing their opinion through 
the ballot-box? In the vestibute of 
this building an inscription on the 
floor states-

Where there is no counsel the people fall 
but in the multitude of counsellors there is 
safety. 

That is a wise statement which war­
ran ts a great deal of thought. 

If conjoint elections are continued 
it will ultimately mean the end of 
the bicameral system in this State 
because it is illogical to believe in 
a bicameral system and also in con­
joint elections. I can accept the 
logic of the Opposition's point of 
view on this question. At least it 
is consistent. Its members state 
that they do not believe in the 
bicameral system and therefore they 
support conjoint elections. I can­
not understand the Government's 
attitude when it asserts that it sup­
ports the bicameral system and sup­
ports this proposition for conjoint 
elections which I am certain will 
ultimately mean the end of the bi­
cameral system in Victoria. 

I realize that the die is cast on 
this question because the two major 
parties in the State are intent on 
carrying on with this procedure. No 
doubt there will have to be some 
unusual intervention in the political 
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arena-not unprecedented in years 
gone by-to bring about a dissolu­
tion of the Lower House prior to the 
end of the three-year term. This is 
a sound protection. It is preferable 
to have such a system than, say, the 
American system under which a 
Government is elected for a set term 
of office and regardless of how it 
performs it remains in power for 
that period. At least under our sys­
tem, particularly under the bicameral 
system, if the circumstances demand, 
a Government may be put out of 
office before its term expires and 
the people given an opportunity of 
expressing their opinions once again. 

The fact that the Leader of the 
Opposition likes to have two bob 
each way was demonstrated when 
he commented that in his experience 
no member of the Legislative Coun­
cil had ever voted in a different 
manner from that of his party col­
leagues in the Legislative Assembly. 
That is an incorrect assertion. When 
that was pointed out to him he was 
ungracious enough to say that if it 
had been done it must have been for 
political expediency. Where is the 
logic, reason and common sense in 
his approach? 

The SPEAKER (Sir Vernon 
Christie ).-Order! I do not think the 
debate should be taken as widely 
as that. 

Mr. B. J. EVANS.-I should not 
have taken it so wide if the Leader 
of the Opposition had confined his 
remarks to the subject-matter of the 
Bill which I consider is an import­
ant issue. The Leader of the Opposi­
tion should do a little more home­
work before he makes allega­
tions. The Country Party is 
opposed to this Bill for the reasons 
I have stated. It is unfortunate, and 
the people of Victoria will live to 
regret this procedure if it is con­
tinued in the future. 

Mr. BIRRELL (Geelong).-With 
less loquaciousness than the pre­
vious two speakers I shall make a 

few brief comments. I have a theory 
that the fewer elections held the 
better. When more than a certain 
minimum number of elections are 
held, say, in a decade, the more in­
terest people take in those which 
are held. In other words, the num­
ber of elections in excess of a cer­
tain minimum denigrates the lot. I 
do not know where I can obtain any 
support for this assertion and can­
not quote figures, but it is true. 
There have beeon occasions when 
elections have quickly followed on 
other elections. I am not referring 
particularly to State elections, but 
on occasions municipal elections 
have quickly followed on other elec­
tions and the interest shown in the 
latter elections has been less than 
that shown in the first. 

The whole democratic process is 
improved by holding elections less 
frequently. Separate elections for 
each House might mean that there 
would be an election held in June 
for the Lower House and one held 
in July, or August, for the Upper 
House. What would this achieve? If 
there were different rolls operating 
for each House it could be conceiv­
able that an election policy for the 
Upper House would be different 
from that for the Lower House, and 
there would be some justification 
for saying that a completely differ­
ent group in the community with a 
restricted franchise could receive a 
separate electoral approach; but that 
is not occurring at present. The 
same body of people will vote for 
the Upper House as for the Lower 
House and for that reason conjoint 
elections seem to make sense. 

In the Commonwealth electoral 
system one sees a parallel for the 
point I have been discussing. The 
election for the Senate is removed 
from that of the House of Repre­
sentatives by a longer period than is 
envisaged for the two Houses in this 
State and there is a marked differ­
ence in the voting procedure. Is this 
a good or bad procedure? 
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Mr. GINIFER.-It all depends 
which side one is on. 

Mr. BIRRELL. - That is so. 
Obviously one party benefits under 
the Commonwealth Senate voting 
system. Is this vast change in vot­
ing patterns--,it is quite noticeable 
in the Federal sphere-good for 
democracy? 1 do not believe it is 
good tha t there is this marked 
difference because it would appear 
that the psychology of these types of 
elections comes into the category of 
a mass by-election and I am never 
happy to see by-election results a 
few weeks after a general election 
as they often give completely differ­
ent results. I have a feeling that 
they are not a real test of public 
opinion. Therefore the conjoint elec­
tions as held in Victoria appear to 
be sensible and reasonable. 

The costs of elections should be 
the last consideration. I deplore the 
emphasis placed on costs and it 
should be recorded that the costs of 
Parliament over the past 50 years­
and possibly longer than that-have 
been reduced steadily in relation to 
the total costs of government. 
Therefore honorable members should 
not denigrate themselves to the 
point of trying to make this matter 
a financial decision rather than a 
democratic and Parliamentary deci­
sion. Even if honorable members 
were to receive salary increases next 
week-this will not occur of course 
-it would not affect my view. In 
fact the costs of Parliament are rela­
tively low when taken as a propor­
tion of the total costs of Govern­
ment. The system of elections 
operating today appears to be the 
fairest and most effective that can 
be devised. 

The motion was agreed to. 

The Bill was read a second time, 
and passed through its remaining 
stages. 

ADJOURNMENT. 
EDUCATION DEPARTMENT: LAND AT 

TULLAMARINE: SUPERANNUATION 
PAYMENTS TO MARRIED WOMEN 
TEACHERS: BALLAM PARK PRIMARY 
SCHOOL-COUNTRY ROADS BOARD: 
PEDESTRIAN BRIDGE AT NIDDRIE­
HEALTH STUDIOS AND MASSAGE PAR-
LORS: REGISTRATION - VICTORIAN -
RAILWAYS: LEVEL CROSSINGS­
CHILDREN'S PROTECTION SOCIETY: 
GOVERNMENT GRANTS. 

Mr. MEAGHER (Chief Secre­
tary) .-1 move-

That the House, at its ,rising, adjourn until 
Tuesday next, at half-past Three o'clock. 

The motion was agreed to. 

Mr. MEAGHER (Chief Secre­
tary) .-1 move-

That the House do now adjourn. 

Mr. WILTON (Broadmeadows).­
I should -like the Chief Secretary to 
draw to the attention of the Minister 
of Education a matter with which I 
have been concerned. I have re­
ceived from the Secretary of the 
Education Department a notification 
of the type which, I think, all hon­
orable members receive when the 
department acquires land for educa­
tional purposes. I refer to a portion 
of land in my electorate in the 
Tullamarine area. 

On 11th August, 1972, I wrote to 
Mr. Scully, Secretary of the Educa­
tion Department, seeking details of 
the land and an indication of when 
the department may be in a posi­
tion to put something on the land. 
I do not propose to go into the 
details of the letter, but I should 
appreciate it if the Minister would 
look into the -matter to see if the 
letter has gone astray in the rather 
copious files of the Education 
Department. 

Mr. GINIFER (Deer Park).-I wish 
to bring to the attention of the 
House and the Minister of Public 
Works the pedestrian bridge which 
has been constructed and is now in 



Adjournment. [20 SEPTEMBER, 1972.] Adjournment. 481 

operation in KeiIor Road servicing 
the Niddrie High School and Niddrie 
Primary School. This problem has 
been brought to my attention by 
parents of children attending the 
schools. The parents are questioning 
why the bridge was built as high as 
it is, and are comparing it to a 
lower level bridge servicing the 
Braybrook Primary School. The 
parents believe that because of the 
height of the bridge, strong gusts 
of wind blow persons from one side 
railing to the other side of the 
bridge, and fears have arisen in the 
minds of some parents that injuries 
could be suffered by the children. 

I should like the Minister to ex­
amine this problem and if the 
Country Roads Board and the people 
responsible for the construction of 
the bridge are satisfied that it is 
safe I should like them to give an 
assurance to the parents of the 
children to dispel any doubts in 
their minds. If the bridge is struc­
turally sound-as we hope it is­
perhaps something might be done 
to the sides of the bridge to provide 
further protection from the wind, 
thus preventing gusts of wind blow­
ing children from one side of the 
bridge to the other. 

Mr. JONES (Melbourne).-I wish 
to draw to the attention of the 
House and to the Government the 
discrimination against married 
women in the Married Women's 
Superannuation Fund Act. This is 
particularly applicable to married 
women teachers. As the Premier 
has recently introduced a Bill pro­
posing changes to the Superannua­
tion Act, this might be an appro­
priate time to bring the matter to 
the honorable gentleman's attention. 

The honorable member for Gipps­
land East has raised this matter on 
a number of occasions under the 
"Old Order", but it might be an ap­
propriate time to raise it again. In the 
case of the lady mentioned by the 
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honorable member for Gippsland East 
-a permanent teacher in the Edu­
cation Department who married at 
a fairly advanced stage of her life 
-the situation was that on retire­
ment she found that she was entitled 
only to a lump sum of $16,000. If 
this sum had been invested at the 
rate of 7 per cent per annum it 
would have brought her an annuity 
of $1,120, which, supposing she 
lived for ten years, would have 
provided a total amount of $11,200. 
If she died, of course, her estate 
posthumously would have benefited 
by $16,000. If she had been a single 
woman and continued until retire­
ment as a single woman and had 
then lived for ten years she might 
have been entitled to as much as 
$136.50 a week, which would 
amount to $7,098 a year. Over a 
ten-year period this would have 
amounted to $70,980. 

It is extraordinary that sub-section 
(1) of section 36 of the Superannua­
tion Act refers to three kinds of dis­
qualifica tion-discharge, dismissal or 
"being a female officer, marries ". 
It is true that normally speaking 
married women can rely on the sup­
port of husbands but husbands die 
or disappear and it seems unfair--

Mr. ROSSITER.-What is all this 
about? 

Mr. JONES.-As the former 
Premier with his characteristic uner­
ring sensitivity replied in a letter to 
the honorable member for Albert 
Park dated 10th April, 1972-

It would indeed be unrealistic to say 
that a woman supported by her husband 
has as much need for superannuation cover 
as a woman dependent upon her own re­
sources. Despite the trend of married women 
in employment, the obligation of a husband 
to support his wife and family is still en­
forceable and is a situation which cannot 
be disregarded. 

What an inducement to the officers 
of the Education Department when 
they are recruiting women to say " If 
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you remain unmarried you are all 
right, but if you marry you will 
suffer by losing your superannuation. 
But you have the consolation of 
seeking m'aintenance from the 
courts ". 

Mr. EDMUNDS (Moonee Ponds).­
I draw to the attention of the Chief 
Secretary an allegation that has been 
made to me that some health 
studios and massage parlours 
are now extending their 'activities to 
include other nefarious types of 
occupation which they are now 
advertising openly in the columns of 
the daily newspapers. I direct the 
attention of the Chief Secretary to 
the Melbourne Truth of Saturday, 
16th September, where in one of the 
advertisements it is stated-

Why go elsewhere! Lowest rates in town 
for sauna and massage. Photo section for 
beginners. 

I do not know why it is necessary 
for a massage parlour to have a 
photographic section. It would seem 
to me that this is an inducement for 
other activities. This could be a 
matter that the Chief Secretary 
should investigate in his efforts to 
clean up this city. It could be an 
advertisement for a degrading type 
of activity. There are other types of 
advertisements in a similar vein. 
Another advertisement in the same 
newspaper states-

Now open. Massage and photographic 
centre. 

I will not indicate specifically where 
these various places are, but they are 
in an electorate represented by one 
of the members of a bayside beach 
area. The same edition of the news­
paper advertises another service 
which the Chief Secretary ought to 
investigate. This advertisement 
states-

Lonely busine'ssman; 39,·· would like to 
meet lady 20-35, must be affectionate and 
fun lovirig. 

The SPEAKER (Sir Vernon 
Christie).-There should really only 
be one subject ,raised. I presume that 
this is the' same subject? 

Mr. EDMUNDS.-Yes. As the 
Chief Secretary claims to be taking 
another look at protecting the 
citizens of Victoria from unsavoury 
literature, I suggest that he also look 
at some of these advertisements. I 
do not go to fun parlours or massage 
parlours and I do not advertise for 
fun-loving girls, but it would appear 
that this is a nefarious activity and 
the Chief Secretary should get some 
of his officers to investigate the 
operations of these health studios 
and consider whether they should be 
registered to ensure some degree of 
control or supervision over their 
activities. The honorable gentleman 
should also determine whether they 
are falsely advertising. 

Mr. HOLDING (Leader of the 
Opposition) .-1 bring to the atten­
tion of the Minister of Education 
correspondence which I have 
received and which he may have 
received concerning the plight of 
children attending the Ballam Park 
Primary School in the Frankston dis­
trict. Is the honorable gentleman 
aware of the tremendous increase in 
enrolments at this school since 
August, 1970, when there were 250 
pupils attending the school, whereas 
there are now an additional 
151 pupils which represents an in­
crease in excess of 50 per cent. It is 
felt, in the representations made to 
me, that the Education Department 
has not given anything like adequate 
attention to the needs of pupils 
attending this school or shown con­
cern for the need to' construct more 
class-rooms to cater for the needs 
of what is clearly a rapidly develop­
ing and expanding community. The 
school committee has told the 
department what is needed. I ask 
the Minister of Education to have 
inquiries made into this problem and, 
in view of the growth 'that is taking 
place in the area, not only to ensur'e 
that permanent class-rooms will be 
made available to deal with the 
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current need but also to provide 
extra permanent class-rooms 'to cope 
with the needs of a community 
which clearly has a substantial 
growth rate. 

Mr. FELL (Greensborough).-I 
direct the attention of the House and 
of the Minister of Transport to a prob­
lem which I believe can be quite 
easily solved. It concerns a situation 
which prevails where railway level 
crossings cross main arterial roads. 
Many millions of dollars have been 
spent on such roads 'as Lower Plenty 
Road, Rosanna, which has recently 
been constructed to a full width of 
46 feet, but the Victorian Rail­
ways, either through lack of liaison 
or unavailability of finance to 
cope with the problem, have provided 
only a level crossing two lanes wide 
with a plain electronic warning 
device instead of a boom crossing. 

What is the use of continually con­
structing roads to the full four-lane 
width when persons using those 
roads come to obstacles such as rail­
way crossings where there is not 
only the problem of the crossing it­
self but the fact that it is not of full 
width? Honorable members know 
and the Minister will agree that a 
grade separated crossing should be 
provided. However, I will put that 
aspect aside for the moment so that 
the issue is not confused. Why does 
the Minister not take action through 
his department to ensure that where 
roads under the jurisdiction of the 
Country Roads Board cross railway 
lines, the railway crossing is con­
structed to the full width of the road? 

Mr. WILCOX.-Is this a Country 
Roads Board project? 

.Mr. FELL.-The only roads I am 
referring to are those which are 
classified as main roads by the 
Co~ntry Roads Board. The board did 
not do the work but it is up to: the 
Victorian Railways to have the level 
crossing the same width as the road. 

I ask the Minister to look in to this 
matter because by taking action to 
meet simple problems like this that 
arise he ean gain a bit of public 
prestige. 

Mr. DOUBE (Albert Park).­
Recently I raised with the Treasurer 
a problem confronting the Children's 
Protection Society and the Treasurer 
said that he would examine this 
problem and give consideration to 
the possibility of providing this 
organization with ·a grant. I should 
like the Treasurer to understand that 
at least two years ago in this House 
I pointed out that this organization 
was doing 'a very important job in 
the community by examining cases 
of cruelty to children and particu­
larly by housing children who were 
temporarily in a hazardous situation 
owing to: a breakdown in the f.amily. 
I also pointed out that it was one of 
the few organizations which did not 
receive some sort of assistance from 
the Government to assist it in run­
ning its office and to help towards 
paying some of its rents. I pointed 
out that it had to depend almost 
entirely on charitable funds. 

As this organization is used by 
the Police Force and the Social 
Welfare Department, and as it investi­
gates reported cases of cruelty 
and helps children while the 
f.amily is gathering its resources, will 
the Treasurer delay no longer, 
have discussions with the organiza­
tion and give urgent consideration 
to making it a grant so that it can 
earry on its good work? 

Mr. WILCOX (Minister of Trans­
port) .--As the honorable member 
for Greensborough did not identify 
the location to which he referred 
very well I should be grateful if he 
would be kind enough to write to 
me and let me know what munici­
pality is involved and also the ,level 
crossing he is referring to. If he 
does that I shall be happy to follow 
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up the matter. It is just as well I 
did ascertain from him through an 
interjection that it was n.ot the 
Country Roads Board that was in­
volved, because I should like to in­
form the honorable member that the 
Country Roads Board and the Vic­
torian Railways do a great deal of 
grade separation work together 

. throughout the State. The relations 
between the two departments are 
excellent and if all instrumentaHties 
worked as happily together as the 
Country Roads Board and the Vic­
torian Railways there would be 
fewer problems. The matter raised 
by the honorable member concerns 
a municipality and I am sorry if 
there was not the liaison that there 
should have been. This may have 
been because the municipality did 
not have the necessary experience. 
If the honorable member will for­
ward a letter to me containing the 
relevant information, I shall examine 
it and determine what can be done. 

Mr. DUNSTAN (Minister 'Of Public 
Works) .-The honorable member for 
Deer Park raised a number of mat­
ters concerning the pedestrian cross­
ing over the Calder Highway serving 
the Niddrie High School and the Nid­
drie Primary School. He was con­
cerned with the height of the cross­
ing, its structural soundness and 
whether the type of handrail is suit­
able for the children who use this 
crossing. I understand that pedes­
trian crossings over highways 
come within the jurisdiction of the 
Country Roads Board and perhaps 
the municipality concerned. II have 
taken a note of the honorable mem­
ber's remarks and I will take up this 
matter with the Minister for 
Local Government and ask 'that 
honorable gentleman to reply direct 
to the honorable member. 

Mr. HAMER ~Pr.emier and Tre·a­
surer) .-The matter ,raised by the 
honorable member for Albert Park 
concerning the Children's Protection 

Society is being investigated by the 
Treasury at my request, and I shall 
be able to give the honorable mem­
ber an answer next week. 

Mr. THOMPSON (Minister of Edu­
cation) .-The first matter relating to 
education was raised by the honor­
able member for Broadmeadows, who 
referred to land acquisition at TulIa­
marine in the letter he sent to the 
secretary of the department, Mr. 
Scully, on 11th August. I shaH be 
pleased to have the reply expedited. 

The honorable member for Mel­
bourne spoke of the superannuation 
rights of married women. I know the 
case he referred to particularly well. 
The woman to whom he referred is 
an extremely capable teacher and ad­
ministrator and has given loyal 
service to the Education Department. 
Until 1957 married women teachers 
had no rights whatever as perma­
nent teachers. At that time a sub­
stantial advance was made in that 
married women were given the right 
to remain in permanent employment 
in the department. The next main 
step forward was taken in 1969, 
when a special married women's 
superannuation fund was created 
with the accent on the rights and 
interests of married women, who 
generaUy tend to retire at an earlier 
age than men. Perhaps that scheme 
did not benefit those who intended 
to spend a lifetime in the service, 
such as the teacher to whom the 
honorable member referred and I 
shall be happy to examine the 
system further in the light of that 
case and others similar to it. 

The Leader of the Opposition re­
ferred to expansion at BaHam Park 
Primary School. Over the past couple 
of weeks I have been discussing the 
large population expansion in that 
area with the Chief Secretary, the 
Minister for Local Government, Mr. 
Ward, M.IL.C., who are the Parlia­
mentary representatives of that area, 
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and Mr. Streader, the staff inspector. 
I intend to take suitable remedial 
action. 

Mr. MEAGHER (Chief Secre­
tary) .-The honorable member for 
Moonee Ponds has drawn attention 
to dark doings in health studios and 
massage parlours. I assume from the 
text of the honorable member's re­
marks that what he seeks is for him 
and me to conduct a joint exploration 
into these murky depths which un­
doubtedly would lead us unerringly 
to the truth of the matter. 

The motion was agreed to. 

The House adjourned at 9.46 p.m., 
until Tuesday, September 26. 

iIlegtalntine (!tunnei!. 
Tuesday, September 26, 1972. 

The PRESIDENT (the Hon. R. W. 
Garrett) took the chair at 4.48 p.m., 
and read the prayer. 

(a) 

EDUCATION DEPARTMENT. 

SECONDARY TEACHERS: RECRUITMENT 
FROM OVERSEAS. 

The Hon. J. M. TRIPOVICH 
(Doutta Galla Province) asked the 
Minister for State Development and 
Decentralization-

In respect of the Broadmeadows, Buckley 
Park, Brunswick, Brunswick Girls, Essendon. 
Fawkner, Glenroy, Hadfield, Lalor, North 
Fitzroy, Oak Park, Princes Hill, Strathmore, 
Thomastown, University, and Upfield high 
schools-

(a) What was the actual shortage of 
teachers as at 31st July, 1972? 

(b) How many teachers recruited from 
overseas countries and recently arrived in 
Victoria have-(i) been allocated duties; 
and (ii) actually taken up teaching duties? 

(c) What subjects are they qualified to 
teach? 

The Hon. MURRAY BYRNE 
(Minister for State Development and 
Decentralization) .-As the answer 
contains detailed statistics and other 
information, I seek leave of the 
House to have it incorporated in 
Hansard without my reading it. 

Leave was granted, and the answer 
was as follows:-

Staffing as based on 
tribunal regulations 

Staffing as based on 
department's .. target" 

School 

Broadmeadows .. 
Buckley Park 
Brunswick 
Brunswick Girls 
Essendon 
Fawkner 
Glenroy 
Hadfield 
Lalor 
Fitzroy .. 
Oak Park 
Princes Hill 
Strathmore 
Thomastown 
University 
Upfield .. 
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As at 31st 1uly, As at 26th Sept., 
1972 1972 

5'0 over 
7'6 over 
7'7 over 
3·2 over 
5'2 over 
1'1 over 
3'6 over 
5'2 over 
3'6 over 
5'3 over 
4·0 over 
7·5 over 
6'3 over 
2·0 over 

11'8 over 
5'2 over 

7'0 over 
7·6 over 
7'7 over 
4·4 over 
9·2 over 
6·1 over 
7·6 over 
7·2 over 
6·6 over 

10'3 over 
7·0 over 
9·5 over 
8'5 over 
2·0 over 

15·8 over 
7·2 over 

As at 31st 1uly, As at 26th Sept., 
1972 1972 

1·8 under 
·7 under 
·2 under 
·3 over 

2·6 under 
5·7 under 
3·8 under 
3·0 under 
4·4 under 
1·2 under 
2·6 under 

·5 under 
2'4 under 
1· 5 over 
3·5 over 
1'1 under 

·2 over 
'7 under 
·8 over 

1·5 over 
1·4 over 

'7 over 
·2 over 

1·0 under 
1·4 under 
4·8 over 

·4 over 
1·5 over 

·6 over 
1·5 over 
7·5 over 

·9 over 


