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Opening" of Parliament by COl1lll1i~sion-Adjournment. 

The Seventeenth Victorian Pal'liarnent 
was opened this day by Commission. 'rhe 
Commissioners appointed by His Excel
lency the Governor for the purpose were 
Their Honollrs the Chief J llstice (Sir ;John 
Madden) and Mr. J Ll;<;tice Hood. 

At three minutes to five o'clock p.rn., 
the Clerk of the Parliaments (Mr. G. H. 
Jenkins, C.M.G.) read the followillg 

PROCLAJ1.ATION 

" By His Excellency the Right Honorable 
Thomas, Baron Brassey, Knight Com
mander of the Most Honorable Order 
of the Bath; Governor and Com
mander· in-Chief in and over the 
Colony of Victoria and its Dependen
cies, &e., &c., &c. 

"\VHEHEAS by the Constitution Act it was 
amongst other things enacted that it 
should be lawfnl for the Governor to fix 
such plnces within Victoria, ·and, subject 
to the limitation therein contained, such 
times for holding the first and every other 
session of the Council and Assembly, and 
to vary and alter the same respecti vely in 
such manner as he mig'ht think fit; and 
also from time to time to proroguo the 
said Council and Assembly, and to dissol ve 
the said Assembly, by Proelamation or 
otherwise, whenever he should deem it 
expedient: And whereas the said Council 
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and Assembly are called ( The Parliament' 
of Victori<L,' and it is expedient to fix the 
time for holding the noxt session thereof: 
'N ow therefore I, the Governor of Vir-torin, 
in exercise of the power cOllferred by the 
said Act, do by thlR my Proclamatioll fix 
Monday, the twenty-fifth day of Oct.ober, 
1897, as the time for tho commencement 
and holdillp; of the next session of the sa,id 
Coullcil and Assembly, cn,lled 'The Parlia
ment of Victoria,' for tho despatch of unsi
DOSR, at twel \'e of the clock at noon, in 
the Parliament Houses, situate in Pariia" 
ment-place, Spring-street, in the city of 
Melbourne: And tho Honorable the Mem
bers of the Legislativo Council and the 
Members of tho Legislative Assernbly are 
hereby required to give their attendance 
at the said time and place accordingly.' 

"Given under my hand and the sen,l of 
the colony, at Melbourne, thii; fifteenth 
day of October, in the year of Ollr Lord 
One thousand eight hundred and ninoty
seven, and. in the sixty-first year of Her 
:Majesty's reign. 

" BRASSEY. 

"By His Excellency'S command, 

"GEORGE 'l'URNEB.:· 

" G OD SAVE 'l'HE QUEE~!" 

'l'he Clerk of the Parliaments also read 
a further proclamation by His Excellency 
the Governol', al tering the hour for the 
attendance of members from twelve. 
o'clock noon to five o'clock p.m. 

The Commissioners immediately after-· 
wards entered the chamber, and directed 
that the attendance of the members of the 
Legislati ve Assem hly should be requested'. 
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The members of the Assembly having 
appeared at the bar, 

The OIl IEF JUSTICE said-Honor
able Gentlemen of the Legislative Council, 
and Gentlemen of the LegislativeAssembly, 
His Excellency the Governor, not thinking 
fit to be present in person this day, has 
been pleased to cause letters patent to 
issue, under the seal of the colony, consti
tuting 1113 his Commissioners, to do in his 
name all that is necessary to be performed 
in this Parliament. This will more fully 
appeal' from the letters patent which will 
now be read by the Clerk of the Parlia-
ments. . 

The letters pater,t havillg been read by 
the Clerk, 

The CHIEF JUSTICE said-Honor
able Gentlemen of the Legislati ve Council, 
and Gentlemenof the Legislative Assembly, 
we have it in command from His Excel
Jency to inform yon that on a future day, 
of \\' hich d ne notice will be given, His 
Excellellcy will declare to yon ill person in 
this place the causes of his snmmolling· 
this Parliament.; and, Gentlemen of the 
Legislative Assembly, as it is necessary 
before YGU proceed to the despatch of 
business that a Speaker of the Legislative 
Assem hly be chosen, His Excellency re
quests that you will proceed to the choice 
of a proper person, in your chamber, 
to he Speaker. 

'~'he member8 of the Legislative Assem
bly then withdrew. 

'At eight minntes past five o'clock the 
I'm: SID E X '1' took the chair, and read the 
prayer. 

Sir HENRY CUrrHB.EHT moved that 
the lIouse, at its rising, adjourn until two 
o'clock on the following day. He said 
that His Excellency the Governor would 
attend on the following day for the pur
pose of stating his reasons for calling Par
liamcn t together. 

The motion ,vas agreed to. 
The House adjourned at ten minutes 

past five o'clock, until the following day. 

J-IEGISLATI,TE ASSE1\1BLY. 
~~fonday, Octo beT 25, 18f)7. 

S\\'earing of ~Iembers-Reprcsentation of Carlton South
Election of Speaker. 

Proceedings commenced at fivc o'clock 
p.m., by the Clerk of the Assembly (Mr. 

'v. V. Robinson, C.M.G.) reading the 
Governor's proclamation convoking Parlia
meut for Monday, October 25, at twelve 
o'clock noon. The Clerk also read a further 
proclamation by His Excellency the Gover
nor: altering the hour for the attendance 
of members to five o'clock p.m. 

The Usher of the Legislative Council 
then appeared at the bar, and intimated 
that the Commissioners appointed by the 
Governor to open Parliament requested the 
attendance of members of the Legislative 
Assembly in the chamber of the Legislative 
Council. 

rrhe members present, accornpanied by 
the chief officers of the House, at Ollce 
proceeded thither. Oll their return the 
Commissioners--Their Honours the Chief 
Justice (Sir John Madden) and Mr. Justice 
Hood-were il~troduced, the former taking 
his seat in the Speaker's chair. 

The letters patent appointing the Chief 
J l1stice to administer the oath of allegiance 
were then read. 

The CLEB.K intimated that he had re
ceived 83 writs issued by His Excellency 
the Administrator of the Government for 
the election of members to serve in the 
Legislative Assembly for the several elec
toraldistricts of the colony, with the names 
of the members elected duly illdorsed 
thereon. 

1'he members present were then sworn 
in the following order :-

Albert Park J. S. 'White 
Anglesey .n M. K. McKem~ie 
Ararat H.. F. rroutcher 
Ballarat East Robert McGregor 

Ballarat 'VeRt ... {J. w,. Kirton 
H.. '1. Vale 

Barwon J. F. Levien 
Benalla and Yarra- t '1'1 17" d 

J
- lOmas \.enne v 'vonga ... ... u 

Benambra A. W. Craven 
Bogong ... T. A. Isaacs 
BOrl111g J. H. Drer 
Bourke East M. J. S.v Gail' 
Bourke vvest S. T. Staughton 
Brighton ... vV. H. Moule 
Carlton F. H. Bromley 

Castlemaine {J. 'V. McCay 
E. ·D. Williams 

Clunes and Allan- I 
dale •.. f A. J. Peacock. 

Collingwood 

Creswick ... 
Dandenong 

Berwick 

I Edgar 'Wilkins 
... ) 'V. D. Beazley 

\V. B. Grose 

a~.~} John Keys 
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Daylesford J. H. "Wheeler 
Delatite ... J. H. Grases 
Donald and Swan} T 

Hill ... J.". Taverner 

Dundas John Thomsoll 
DUllOlly D. J. Duggan 
Eaglehawk H. It. 'Villiams 
East Bourke B':)l'- {J. N. H. H. Cook 

oughs ... '" David i\1ethven 
Eastern Suburbs ... Frank :Madden 
Emerald Hill r:rhomas Smith 
Essendon andFlem- } Alf d D l' . 1'e ea nn lllgton .. _ ... 
Evelyn E. H. Cameron 

F · { R. "Y. Best 
lItzroy ... A. L. rrucker 

Footscray J 01111 Hancock 

{ 
vYillimn GUlT 

Geelong ... ..• H. B. Higgins 

Gippsland Central Albert Harris 
Gippsland East ... Henry Foster 
Gippsland North... Allan McLean 
Gippsland South... F. C. Mason 
Gippsland 'Vest... G. J. Turner 
Grant " J. P. Chirnside 

{
George Russell 

Grenville ... ... Michael Stapleton 
Gnnbower J. H. McColl 
Hawthorn R. Mnrray Smith 
Horsharn ... J. H. Brake 
Jolimont and 'Vest) 'I'h d 1'" 1 

Richmond ... f eo ore .I: In \: 

Kam Kara Peter :JIcBride 
Kilmore, Dalhousie, } J G D ff 

and Lancefield... . . II Y 
Korong " Thomas Langdon 
Kyneton Hugh Rawson 
Lowall vY. H. Irvine 
Maldon John McIntyre 
Mandurang Richard O'Neill 
Maryborough A. R. Out-trim 
Melbourne G. D. Carter 
M Ib E tiE. I .... Zox 

e om'ne ~as ... 1 J Oh11 Anderson 
Melbolll'llc North... 'V. A. "Watt 
Melbourne South... J. B. Tucker 
Melbourne 'Vest"". 'Yilliam Maloney 
Morningtoll Alfred Downward 
Normanby 'YiUiam Shiels 
Numurkah and Na- t G G I 

thalia ... ... \ eorge 1'a lam 
Ovens J. A. Isaacs 
Pol warth... C. 1. Forrest 
Port Fairy Bryan O'Loghlen 
Port :Melbolll'1le George Sangster 
Portland ... D. N. McLeod 
Prahrall ... F. C. Gray 

{
G. H. Bennett 

Richmond ... ,V. A. Trenwith 
Ripon and Hampden E. H. Austin 

Uoduev { John MO.l'I'issey 
J ... J. 'tV. Mason 

Sandhnrst 'V. A. Hamilton 
Sandhllrst South... D. C. Sterry 
Shel)parton and} 

... J. 'r. Brown Emoa ... 
South YalTa Joseph Harris 
St. Kilda .. - George Turner 
Stawoll J. B. Burt.on 
Talbot and A\'oca C. C. Salmon 
reoOl'ak DUllcan Gillies 
Villiers and Heytes- ) J N 1\:1 A 1 

f' . I . 1" C rt lUI' bury...... " 
\Vangamtta and} JIB " 01n owser H.lltherglen ... 
'Yarrenheip Edward Murphy 
'Varrnambool John Murray 
vVilliamstown James Styles 
'Vindermere vVilliam Anderson 

The CLERK intima,ted that he had also 
received the following letter from the reo 
turning officer's substitute for the electoral 
dist.rict of Carlton South :-

" nathdowl1-street, North Carlton, 
"25th October, 1897. 

" The Clerk of the Legi8lative Assembly of 
Vict01'ia. 

"Sir,--I understantl that the writ referring to 
the Oarlton South election is reportetl as missing. 
1\11'. Oharles Leach, the returning officer f01" that 
electorate, is now out of the colony, and cannot 
be communicated with, either by letter or tele
gram. 

"As his acting substitute, I hereby declare 
that Mr . .James Moloney was duly elected as a 
member of the Legislative Assembly of Victoria 
for the electorate of Carlton South. 

" I enclose herewith cuttings from the A?'!lWi 

and Age newspapers of 18th inst., referring to 
such election, which were inserted by the re
tUl'Iling officer, 1\11'. Charles Leach, prior to his 
departure from the colony. 

"I am, sir, your obedient, sel'\'ant, 
"ALEXR. KE:\IP, 

" Substitute for Chas. Lcaeh, 
Returning Officer. 

"ELECTORAL DISTRICT OF OARLTO~ SOUTH. 

"I hereby giye notice that, at ,lon election 
hehl before me this day for one member to 
serye in the Legislative Assembly for the dis
trict of Carlton South, the following votes were 
r"ecorded :--

.James G. Barrett ... 774 

.J ames Moloney . . . 907 
"I therefore declare James Moloney to be 

duly elected as a member of the Legislath'e 
Assembly for the electoral district of Oarlton 
South. 

"Dated at Carlton South this 14th day of 
October, 1897. 

It CHARLES LE:ACH, 
"Returning Officer for the Electoral 

District of CarItol} SontIl. 
H -A?'[lus, 18th October, 
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"ELECTORAL DISTRICT OF CARLTOl\ SOUTH. 

"I hereby give notice that, at an election 
held before me this day for one member to 
senTe in the Legislative Assembly for the dis
trict of Carlton South, the following votes 
were recorded :-

Jan'les G. Barrett 
J ames Moloney 

774 
907 

"I therefore declare James Moloney to be 
duly elected as ~~ member of the Legislative 
Assembly for the electoral district of Carlton 
South. 

"Dated at Carlton South this 14th day of 
October, 1897. 

"CHARLES LEACH, 

"Returning Officer for the Electoral 
District of Carlton South. 

"-Aye, 18th October." 

Mr. James Moloney \Vas then sworn. 
On the completion of the ceremony 

of swearing members, the Commissioners 
retired. 

ELEC'rrON OF SPEAKER 
~Ir. SHIELS rose, and, addressing the 

Clerk of the Assembly, saic1-:Mr. Hobin
SOll, a. very pleasing function has been 
assigned to me to perform, which I shall do 
with great brevity. I have to offer, to what 
I believe will be the nnanimons acceptance 
of t.he House, the name of Mr. Francis 
Conway Mason, as a fit and proper persoll 
to take the chair as Speaker. In Mr. 
~[ason we have a gentleman of tried ex
perience, who, as Chairman of the Honse 
through two Parliaments, has borne the 
heat and burden of the day. He has 
passed through a trying ordeal, with the 
a]Jproval and appreciation of those who 
were subject to his jl1l'isdiction. He 
has slowly climbed up the rungs of the 
ladder till he is now, by the grace of the 
Honse, within reach of its topmost ruug, 
and the House's highest gift. I am sure 
that every honorable membee will unite 
with me in saying that NIl'. Mason de
serves the highest praise for his perform
ance of the. duties of Chairman, and will 
join with me in the hope that hereafter 
that praise may be as freely and graciously 
given to him for his discharge of the duties 
of Speaker. 

~lr. MURRAY.-Mr. Robinson, it would 
ill become me to attempt in many words 
to support the nomination of Mr. Mason, 
w hieh has been proposed in such felici
tous terms, as he alone Can use, by my 
friend the honorablememberforNormanby. 
J, therefore, without any additional words 
of mine, \vhich are quite unnecessary, beg 
to second that nomination. 

Mr. F. C. MASON.-Mr. Robinson, I beg 
most respectfully to submit myself to the 

pleasure of the House, and I have only to 
aS~l1rc honorable members that if I have 
t.he great honour of being elected to the 
high position of Speaker of the Legislative 
Assembly, I will endeavour, as far as I am 
able, to discharge the dLlties of the office 
in a manner which I trust will give satis
faction to t.he House. 

There being no other nomination, Mr. 
Mason was then cOl'!dncted by his pro
poser and seconder to the chair, on reach
ing which, 

The SPEAKER said-I have to express 
my most grateful thanks to my hOllorable 
and learned friend who has so uicely pro
posed me as Speaker of this House, to the 
secouder of the motion, my friend the 
honorable member for vVarrnamboo], and 
to honorable members of this Honse for 
having done me the honour of electing me 
unanimously to this position. I know I 
can depend on the leaders of the House, 
on both sides, alld also on the able and 
assiduous officers at the table, to help me 
in the discharge of the duties appertain
ing to the office of Speaker of this Honse. 
Honorable members may rely UPOll it 
that my first principle ,vill be to endeavour 
to discharge those duties in a manner be
fitting the position, and in n. way which, 
I trust, will be wholly impartial alld gi\re 
satisfaction to the House and the colony. 

Sir GEOHGE TURNER.-Mr. Speaker, 
I desire to congratuhte you upon the fact 
that the choice of the Honse has fallen 
unanimously upon you to preside over us 
durillg t.his present Parliament, and I 
think I may· go a step further, and con
grat.nlate the House upon having ill the 
chair a gentleman of whom experience in 
a somew hat lower pORition has proved con
clusively to us that ho is woll fitted and 
well capable of occupying the chair. I 
am perfectly satisfied that you, sir, will 
fill that position with satisfaction to us 
and with credit to yourself, and that the 
words yon have just spoken are absolutely 
true. I have nodonbt that whatever rulings 
YOIl may be called upon to give, or what
ever decisions may fall to your lot, will be 
given impartially, and I am satisfied also, 
sir, that at the end of this ParI iarnent, if 
yon are spared, as we all hope you will 
be, to occnpy the position during that 
length of time, we will be able to heartily 
congratulate you on the manner in which 
you ha ye discharged your duties w hen you 
have finished your labours as far as this 
Parliament is concerned. I believe ,re all 
juin in wishing you every snccess in the 
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bigh position you now occupy, and that 
we :111 ngL:cc that you will do credit to the 
position. 

Sir JOHN McINTYH.E.-Mr. Speaker, I 
have very great pleasure indeed in rising 
to add my congratulations to you, on be
Jmlf of the opposition side of the House, 
'on your election to the very high and dis
tinguished position you now occupy. It is 
customarytlmt suchcongratula,tions should 
corne from this as well as from the other 
side of the chamber, I think more to show 
that., in the discharge of his important 
duties, the Speaker may rely on as much 
support from honorable members sitting 
in opposition as from honorable members' 
sitt ing behind the Ministry. I can f1.ssure 
you, sir, that you rnay rely on as rnuch 
support from honorable members on this 
side of the House as from the phalanx now 
sitting on the Ministerial side of the cham
ber. These phalanxes are sometimes very 
trou blesome, and above all to the Chair; 
but 1 trllst that, as far as yon a.re 
'concerned, there will be no such trouble 
from the present phalanx of Governl1lent 
supporters. On the contrary, from the 
way the Premier has expressed his con
gratulations to you, I believe you will get 
as much support from the Ministerial side 
of the Honse as you are snre to get from 
the Opposition. You are now elevated to the 
highest position to which your fellow mem
,bel'S can raise you, and I trust you will dis
,charge the duties of that. position with satis
faction not only to yourself, but to the 
whole colony. Personally, 1 believe you will 
Gto so. Your long experiellce ill this House, 
Jour knowledge of parliamentary pro
-cednre, and the Wel,y in which YOIl have 
conducted yourself in the positioll of 
Chairman of Committees, as well as the 
satisfactory manuel' in which yonr deci
sicms have been received in the last two 
Parliam~nts, warrant me in s~t'ying that we 
have now in the chair of this House a, 
gentleman who will perform the duties 
of Speaker in a way that will give satis
faction all round. 1 trust that wo will all 
be friendly throughout this Parliament.. 
Of course you may, at times, have to exer
dse yonr powers ill a way which will not 
give satisfaction to everyone, bnt I am 
certain that your duties will be discharged 
and your decisions given in a thoroughly 
impartial munner. On my part, I promise 
you every support in the high position you 
;llOW occupy. 

Sir GEOHGE '1'UH.NER miwed that 
the Honse, at its rising, adjourn until two 

o'clock the following day. He said he was 
not in a position to state the exact honr at 
which His Excellellc,Y the Governor would 
receive the Speaker and such members as 
chose to accompany him, next day, bnt he 
wonld endeavour to ascertain it that even
ing, and would give publicity to it, so that 
honorable members might know the time. 

The motion Wl.l,S agreed to. 
'1'he Honse adjourned at six o'clock, 

until two o'clock the following day. 

LEGISLATIVE COUNCIL. 
1'uesday, OctobeT 20, 1897. 

state Opening of Parliament: The Goycrnor's Speech
Public Contracts BiIl- Sessional Arrangements
Standing Committees-Railways Standing Commit
tee-Election of Chairman. of Committees,-Addl'ess 
in Reply to the Govel'nol"s Speech, 

The PRESlDE~'l' (Sir 'William Zeal, 
l(,C.:M.G.) t.ook the cl1air at five minutes 
to two ~'clock p.m. 

STA1'E OPENING OF PAH,LIAMENT. 

The Usher announced the approach of 
His Excellency the Governor, and imme
diatelv afterwards the Governor entered 
the cl~amber. attended by his suite. 

The members of the Legislative As
sembly having been snmmoned, 

His EXCELLENCY addressed the fol
lOWIng speech to both Houses of Parlia
ment :-

"l\IR. PRESIDEXl' AX!) HONORABLE GENTLE

lIlEK Oli' TIlE LEGISI,ATIVE COCNCITJ: 

" M I~. SPEAKER AND GENTLE:\lEN Ol~ THE 

LEGISLATIVE ASSE)IBLY : 

"I have called you together as .soon as 
practieable after the return of the writs 
for the general election of the Legislative 
Assembly, in order that I might avail 
myself of your ad vicc and assistance at the 
earliest possible moment. 

"I am rejoiced to meet you at a time 

when we have a favorable prospect of an 
abundant harvest, and every reason to 
believe that Victoria is once more entering 

upon a period of prosperity in production, 
trade, anel commerce. 

"Since I last cOllvoked Parliament the 
fact of Her ~10st Gracious Majesty having 
reigned longer than any of Her preele
cessons has teen celebrated by the whole 
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of the Empire with unbounded loyalty and 
enthusiasm. It is deeply gratifying that 
the people of Victoria took due part in the 
celebration that marked this auspicious 

epoch, and manifested in fitting manner 
their devotion to the throne and person of 
their beloved Sovereign, and t.hat the 
Premier of Victoria, present at the capi
tal of the Etnpire, was able personally to 
testify to the loyalty and good-will of the 
people of the colony. The magnificent 
reception acoorded to him, and extended 
to the citizen-soldiers of Victoria who took 
part in the celebration, give the undoubted 

I assurance that these feelings were under
stood and appreciated, not alone by om' 
Sovereign but also' by all classes of our 
fellow citizens. 

"Owing to the period of the year at 
which the last session of Parliament closed, 
and to the sitting of the Federal COll~ention 
which is to be held in Melbourne in Jan
uary next, my advisers intend to place 
before you during the present session only 
such urgent measures of public importance 
as are immediately necessary, and such 
other matters as may be speedily and easily 
dealt with. 

"'rhe adjourned session of the Federal 
COlwentiml is to be held in Melboul'lle, 
when it is to be hoped that the great and 
noble work committed to its charge will 
be accomplished, and that the patriotism, 
ability, and moderation of the represen
tatives of the Australian people will enable 
them to overcome the numerous and serious 
difficulties of their task, to frame an Aus
tralian Constitution which will prove ac
ceptable to the people of all the colonies, 
and consummate the union so long and 
ardently desired. 

"MR. SPEAKER AND GENTLE~IEN OF 1'HE 

LEGISLATIVE Ai)SE~mLY: 

" Provision for the service of the year 
has already been made in such a. manner 
as to meet the public requirements with 
due liberalit.y but without extravagance. 

"The rrrust Funds now amount to a very 
large sum, and, as it is deemed advisable I 

to place the same under more efficient 
control, my ad visers ha'fe prepared and 
will submit for the consideration of Par
liament a measure for that purpose. 

"MR. PRESIDEN1' ~'\ND HONORABLE GENTLE

~1EN OF 'PHE LEGISLATIVE COUNCII~: 

"MR. SPEAKER AND GENTLEMEN OF THE 

LEGISLA't'IVE ASSE~IBLY: 

"The first meaSllre that my Government 
will lay before you will be a Bill to regu
late public charities. 
; "rfhe unsystematic manner ill which 
the public charities of Victoria have been 
administered, and the insufficiency of th,e' 
present law to provide for descrving cases· 
of distress, have long been a reproach., 
The proposals to be placed before you are 
intended to provide an efficient remedy and 
to place the public charities on a satis
factory footing and sound financial basis, 
giving them certain means of revenue, and 
affording effective local control. 

"No classification of the public senice' 
having taken place since 1884, many 
anomalies have arisen which, in the in
terests of the service and of the colony, 
should be removed, and a Bill designed to· 
accomplish this end will be submitted for' 
your approval. 

"A conference has been held on the' 
subject of the supervision of the slaughter
ino' of animals and the sale of meat for o 
human. food, and tho result. of its 1<.1 bours 
has been embodied in a Bill which will be 
laid before JOU, and which will, it is be
lieved, have ... the effect of improying the 
food snpply ~nd averting serious danger 
to human health. 

" U nfortnnately, the measl.li·e dealing 
with the supervision of exported products 
placed before you last session failed to 
become la\v. You will be asked to again 
consider the question, and it i8 to be 
earnestly hoped that a satisfactory result 
will be arrived at. 

"The Merchant Shipping Act 1894 
passed by the Imperial Parliament having 
been found to work satisfactorily, you will 
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be asked to pass into law a Bill adapting 

that ~ct to local requirements. 

"N umerous difficulties and disputes 

having arisen in respect to the drainage 
of land in various municipalities, my • advisers have prepared and will place 
before you a Bill dealing with this impor
tant matter. 

" The Post Office Bill, which passed 
the Legislative Assembly, but failed to 
become law, will be again presented to 
you. 

"YOll will be also asked to deal with 
Bills relating to the administration of 
esta tes of deoeased persons; preventing 

the fraudulent sale of Rail way tickets; 
and with various other measures which 
will be submitted to you as the exigencies 
of public business permit. 

" I now leave you to your deliberations, 
which, I trust, by the blessing of Divine 
Providence, will result in the ad vance
ment of the public welfare and the con

tinued and increased prosperity of the 

people whom you represent, and in whose 
interest I have called you together." 

Copies of the speech were handed by 
the Governor's private secretary to the 
President ancl to the Speaker. 

The members of the Legislative Assem
bly then withdrew, and His Excellency 
and suite also left tho chamber. 

The PRESIDEN'l' took the chair at 
twenty minutes to five o'clock, and read 
the prayer. 

PUBLIC CONTRACTS BILL. 

Sir HENRY CUTHBEHT moved for 
leave to introduce a Bill relating to certain 
public contracts. 

rrhe motion was agreed to. 
The Bill was then brought in, and read 

a first time. 

SESSIONAL ARRANGEMENTS. 
Sir HENRY CU'rHBER'r remarked 

that it was llot very lOllg since the pre
vious session of Parliament was opened, 
and he moved the usual motions with 
regard to sessional arrangements and the 
appointmelltof Stal'l.dingCommittees. They 
were now entering upon a 118\V session,' 
and it was desirable that they should, as 
far as possible, economize the time at their 

disposal, because he trusted that the· 
session would not be a protracted one. 
He hoped that within the llext three or 
fOllr weeks the import~tnt measures that 
the Government. were desirous of placing 
on the statute-book would receive the 
sanction of both Houses. Under the cir
cumstances, if it was agreeable to honor
able members, he would movo the motions 
with regard to sessional arrangomonts and 
to the appointment of the Standing Com
mittees without the usual notice. He 
begged now to move- ' 

"That Tuesday, vVednesday, and Thursday 
in each week be the da,ys on which the Council 
shall meet for despatch ·of business durillg the 
present session, and that half-past four o'clock 
be the hour of meeting on each day; that on 
Tuesday and Thursday in each week the trans
action of Government business shall ta,ke pre
cedence of all other business; and that on 
'Yednesda,y in each week private members' 
business shall take precedence of Govcrnment 
business." 

'rhe motion was agreed to. 

STANDING CO.MNIITTEES. 

On the motion of Sir HENRY CUTH
BER'l\ the Standing Committees for the 
session wero constituted as uncler :-

STAXDlNG OUDERS CO:\DU'I'TEE. - The 
Honorables the President, S. Austin, J. 
Balfour, J. Bell, S. W. Cooke, Sir ~ellry 
Cuthbert, J. Service, Sir Arthur Snowden, 
Sir H. J. Wrixon, and A. \Vynne. 

PiRLIA)rEN'l' BUILDINGS CmmI1''l'EE 
(Jonn').-The Honorables the President, 
J. H. Abbott, T. Dowling, S. Frasor, and 
\V. Pitt. 

LIBRARY COl\DII'L"l'EE (Jolx'I').-Tho Hon
orables the President, Sir Henry Cuthbert, 
C. J. Ham, D. Mol ville, ttud A. O. Sachse. 

HEFUESH:\1E}l"l'-ROmlS CmDU'l'TEE (J OlX'L'). 

-The Honorablos E. J. Crooke, \V. H. 
Embling, K Moroy, J. 11. Pratt, and J. 
A. \Vallace. 

PRI}l''l'l}l'O Cmll\rI'L'TEE.-The Honorahles 
tho· Prc::;idcnt, '1'. Brunton, J. Buchanan, 
Sir R. '1'. H. Clarke, J. B .. Connor, G. Ooc1-
froy, D. Ham, C. Sargeant, J. Sternberg, 
and 'r. D. \Vanliss. 

RAILvVAYS STA~DING 
C0 ~1 ~II'l'TEK 

Sir HENRY CCrL'HBEHT said that he 
had no\v to ask the House to clppoiut 
certain honorable meinbcrs to represent 
the Legislati vo. Conncil on <t very irl.lpor
tant committee. He referred to t,he Hail
ways Standing Committee; During the 
present session, short as it would be, the 
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Go\'el'llmollt would proba bly desire, if they 
could, to introduce S(..1me measures for the 
con::;t;ruction of lines of rail way. Honor
able members had no reason to be dis
satisfied with the manner in which the 
members who had previollsly been chosen 
to represent the Chamber 011 the Hailways 
Standing Committee had discharged their 
duties. They had done their work effi
ciently and well, and they had gained a 
vast amount of experience, not only from 
their travels through different parts of 
the country, but also from personal 
obsel"\'ation and from tho evidence that 
had been taken. It would, therefore, 
.be a great pity indeed to make any 
alteration ill tho representation of the 
CCl1ncil on the committee. There was 
no ~'elltleman who wonld have been more 
,desi-IollS, if it had been in his power, 
to give his best attention to the per
formallce of the duties of this office 
than ~lr. Buchanan, but he had beeu 
to some extellt prevented from doing 
so by illness. Mr. Buchanan was a man 
who was universally respected by the 
Honse, alld he (Sir Henry Cnth bert) felt 
coufident that had it not been for his 
illness he wonld, as he had done pre
viously, have given the most unremittillg 
attention to the work of the Hail ways 
Standillg Committee. He was glad, and 
~le was S11re that honorable members gene
rally were glad, to see Mr. Buchanan back 
again in his place. The honorable 1:1lem
bel' was yery milch improved in health, 
alJd he hoped that he wonld be spared for 
many years to gi"e the House the assist
ance of his great practical knowledge and 
<cxperiellce. He begged to move-

" TlIa,t the follo"'ing members of this House 
he appoillted members of the Parliamentary 
~tantling Committee on Railways, namely;
The Honorables J. Buchanan, D. :Melville, and 
R :Morey." 

The HOll. J. BELL obseryed that he 
called the attention of the Solicitor-Gene
l'cd, some few months ago, to the fact that; 
the sum given for the, expellses of the 
mem bel'S of the H.ail ways St.anding Com
mittee was not equally distributed. He 
thought it welInow to remind the honor
able gentleman of the promise he made 
.at that time tlmt he would consult the 
(jabinet and see if some better method of 
distributioll could not be t'tdopted. It was 
llot fair that men who were residin<l' in 
'Melbonrne, and who were called a\\,;w from 
their business pursnits to attel{cl tho 
,meetings of the committee, should receive 

nothing, whilst others ,dlO resided 20 
miles from the metropolis were paid their 
expenses. 

Sir HENHY CUTHBERT remarked 
that the members of the H.ailways Stand
ing Committee had not been adequately 
recompensed for the servicestthat they had 
rendered to the country generally. He 
did not understand why gentlemen should 
be asked to devote their time and atten
tion to snch important work without being 
:paid their expenses, nor did he understand 
why a member who resided at a distance 
of "20 miles from Melbourne should for 
that reason alone receive consideration 
that was not extended to others. He 
would be very glad to sec some measure 
illtroduced which would give these gentle
men some reward for the services they 
rendered to the country. It might bVe 
said that all the members of the committee 
shonld not be treated on the same terms; 
but in his opinion no difference should be 
made whether a gentleman resided 4 miles 
or 20 miles from Melbourlle. All the 
members of the committee should be 
treated alike. If time permitted, and his 
views were shared by others, it would 
be quite possible to make the necessary 
amendment of the law during the present 
session. 

The PHESIDEN'r.-Before putting the 
motion I wonld Lke, as a member of the 
first Rail ways Standillg Committee, to say 
that I think the Solicitor-General should 
press npon the Cabinet the desirability of 
giving effect to thfl wishes of this HOLlse. 
Tho sum of money that is asked for is a 
very trifling one. Probably it would not 
amount t.o more than £200 or £300 a year. 
It is not a serious matter, aHd it would 
not embarrass the Government in allY way. 
All that we desire is that justice shall 
be done to those members of the Railwavs 
Standing Committee who reside in M~l
bourne. They are as much entitled to pay~ 
lllent as the members who reside out of 
Melbonrne, particularly as the larger pro
portion of the business is done by the 
members who reside in Melbourne. J 
think the Solicitor-General should, if he 
call, give the House an undertaking that 
the Government will consider this matter 
fairly. 

The motion was agreed to. 
The Hon. J. BUCHANAN said he de

sired to thank the Solicitor-Ge1lcml for the 
kiucl remarks he had made ,nnd the House 
for having again elected him a member of 
the Hail\\'ays Standing Committee. He 
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had, nnforLllnrltely, been prevented by ill
health from givillg t.hat full attention 
which was required to the work of the Hail
ways Standing Committee. Under the cir
cumstances, he determi1lcd to resign his 
position, and he wrote to the committee to 
that effect. The committee urged him 
to withdraw his resignation, and expressed 
the hope that he would be able to take 
his place among them again. ,He was 
thankful to say that he was now so fa.r 
recovered that he could attend to the 
duties of the office. He was grateful to 
the House for the consideration t.hat had 
been shown to him dnriug his illness. 
He \yonld give his closest. attention to 
the work of the Rail ways Standing Com
mittee, but. he \yollld perhaps not be 
able to a,'::company the committee in its 
travels about the country. Honorable 
members had no idea of the hardship 
and illconveniellCe which the members of 
the committee had to undergo in travel
ling. 'rllis did not snit an old man 
like himself. He had consulted the 
memhers of the committee, a.nd they 
desired that he should remain with them. 
It was for this reason that he had ac
cepted the appointment, and he would do 
hi::; best to efficiently discharge his duties. 

The Hon. E. MOREY stated that he 
desired to thank the House for having 
again elected him a, 11lCmbel' of the Rail
ways Standing Committee. '1'he position 
was an honorable one, and one wl~ich any 
honor,lble member might be proud to 
occupy. It. had been the endeavour of 
the committee to do the best it could in 
the interests of the colony, by only recom
mending such lines of railway as they 
believed ,,"ould be l'Amllllerativc. The 
work done had been quite an ed llcation to 
the members of the committee, ami it 
would be all ad vantage to every Member of 
Padiament if he could undergo the same 
experiellcc, as his knowledge ;f the colony 
would in thn,t wa.y be considerably enhtrged. 
He \\"as proud to have held the position of 
a member of the committee, and he had 
f!ained a great deal of inforrnation by act
ing in that position which he wOlll~l not 
otherwise have received. The committee 
had done very good work, and sometimes 
it worked so hard that the members were 
knoeked up in their efforts to do their best 
for the coun try. He hoped that in the 
session now beginning some of this over" 
work would be avoided. The members of 
the committee received only £ 1 a day for 
travelling expenses, and the work was thus 

real]va. labour of 10\,(', becllllse so small 
an a~nollnt of remul1eratioll could not be 
regarded as any inducement. Country 
members belonging to the conunittee often 
had to come to town and reL'l.lain two days 
in connexion with their duties, and then 
return home, so that they were really out 
of pocket. However, they did not com
plain, because they accepted the office out 
of love for the work. rrhe committee had 
done very valuable work in the past, and 
he was sure that it would continue to do 
so in the futur'.3. By advocating the 
making of lines to settle the people OLl 

the' lands, and objecting to those which 
could not bring in any revellue, it per
formed most important functions, and 
saved a vast amount. of expenditure to the 
colony. He thanked the Council for the 
honour which it had conferred upon him. 

The Hon. D. MELVILLE stated that he 
also de3ired to .thank the House for having 
again intrusted him -Ivith the duty of repre
senting it on the Hail ways Stallding Com
mittee, \\"hile he likewise thanked honorable 
members for having indorsed the renmrk::; 
\\'hich had been made in rec:ard to the 
appointment. He hoped that'" committees 
of the kind would be extended, so that 
they might look into mallY matters affect
ing the interests of the country deeply. 
The House freqnently had to vote large 
sums of money without any propel' in
vestigation having Lcon made into the 
subject. He believed that the Itail\\'H,p 
Standing Committee had done fail' work 
for the country. 'Yhether the member::; 
of it were paid tbeir expenses 01' not was a 
small matter. It, was the duty of overy 
member of the Honse to devote himself 
loyally to the service of the House and of 
the country, and if he were not willing to 
do that he ollght not to be a Member of 
Parliament. He naturally felt proud of 
being intl'l1sted with the performance of a 
share ·of the \\'ork of the committee, and 
he would continue to dischar~:e his duties 
to the utmost of his ability. '-' 

CHA TItMAN OF COi\DUTTEES. 
Sir HENHY CUTHBERT moved that 

the Honorable Frederick Brown be Chair
man of Committees of the Conncil. He 
said that :Ml'. Brown, who h,lc1 held a posi
tion in the House second only ill importance 
to that of the President., had performed hi::; 
duties admirably during t.he time in which 
he had acted as Chairman of Committees. 
It was a great pleasure to him (Sir Henry 
Cuthbert) to say, as the representative of 
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the Government, that they were perfectly 
sa,tisfied with the hOl1orable and efficient 
manner in which that gentleman had dis
charged the duties of his high office. 

The Hon. A. 'VYNNE seconded the 
motion. He remarked that Mr. Brown 
was esteemed by every member of the 
House. Though when first appointed 
Chairman of Committees he followed a 
gentleman who had {lad great experiellce 
in the position, he had given entire satis
factioll. He (Mr. vVynne) was satisfied 
tha.t every member of the House wa,s de
lighted with the way in which 1\11'. Bl'(!Wll 
had performed his duties, and especially 
with the assistance he had always given to 
young members. 'Vhen the House \vas in 
committee, and honorable members werc 
inclined to talk a great deal, the Chair
man had a difficult task to perform. Mr. 
Brown, however, had ruled gently but 
firmly. He (Mr. ·Wynne) .was sure t.hat 
hOllol'<lble members wonld be delighted to 
see him re-elected. 

The motion was agreed to. 
The Hon. P. BHOWN said he had to 

thank the Solicitor-General for the very 
kiud mauner in \"hich he had moved 
the motion, and also l\I 1'. 'Vynne for the 
way in which h8 had spoken. His (Mr. 
Brown's) feelings rather overcame him, 
and he could hardly express himself as 
he could wish. However, as honorable 
mem bors appeared to agree that his duties 
had been performed satisfactorily in the 
Pflst, he would endeavour in the future to 
dischfll'ge them with the same impartiality. 
He must thank honorable members for the 
kind manner in which they had always 
supported him in the cbair, and whenever 
it had becn necessary for him to cl:t11 
"Order." Honorable mernbers had never 
opposed him, but had always shown the 
utmost kindness in falling in with his view. 
He hoped in the session now entered 
upon to be able to give t.he same satisfac
tion which he gaNe d Ilring the last session. 

THE GOVEHNOH.'S SPEECH. 

ADDr1ESS IN REPLY. 

The House proceeded to the considera
tion of the speech delivered by His Excel
len0Y the Governor to both HOllses of 
Parliament.. 

The Hon. T. CO.JIlUE moved-
"That n. committee he appointed to prepare 

an address to His Excellency the Governor, in 
reply to His Excellency's opening speech, such 
committee to consist of the Honorables J. Bell, 
Sir R. T. R. Clarke, S. ·W. Cooke, 'V. H. Em
bling, E. :Miller, E. :Morey, and the mover. 

Sir RUPERT CLARKE seconded the 
motion, which was agreed to. 

The committee retired, and were absent 
some time. 

On their return, they brought up the 
following address in reply ;-

"To His Excellency th~ Right Honorahle 
Thomas, Baron Brassey, Knight Com
mander of the Most Honorable Order of 
the Bath, Governor and Commander-in
Chief in and over the Colony of Victoria 

• and its Dependencies, &c., &c., &c 

"MAY IT PLEASE YOUR EXCELLENCY-

"We, the Legislative Council of Victoria, in 
Parliament assembled, beg to express our loyalty 
to our Most Gracious Sovereign, and to thank 
Your Excellency for the gracious speech which 
you have been plea.sed to address to Pal'lia
luent. " 

The Hon. T. COMHIE moved the 
adoption of the address in reply. He 
said-1Ir. President., [ have much plea
sure in moving that the 'Council agree 
to· the address ill reply. III under
taking the honour conferred upon me 
this day, I do so fully real izing the 
compliment paid me by the Government, 
and I feetl' t.hat my apologies will ha,'e to 
be made for the imperfect. manner in which 
I feel I shall fill the position. However, 
unlike those honorable members of this 
Chamber who have for years past per
formed the duty I am now attemptiug, I 
am convinced that mine is a more plea
surable undertaking. I shall not to-day 

I have to refer to ever-accruing deficits, 1101' 

entertain a fear as far as the produters of 
thiEl colony are concerned. \Ye are made 
aware of the fact that for the first time for 
years the Treasurer of the day has Leen 
able to show a surplus on the year's trans
actions. The national ledger has been 
balanced; I must compliment the 00\'e1'11-
rnent upon this achievement, and I feel 
that they deserve e\'ery praise from the 
people of this country. That the Goyern
ment has the fullest confidence of the coun
try. I am sure, goes without saying. If 
evidence of that were needed, the result of 
the recent general electiolls flllly furnishes 
it. The position of our agriculturists and 
prodllcers generally is almost assured, and 
there is every indication of a most bounti
ful bal'\'est: although onr producers have 
suffered a most severe shock. Still, I feel 
that with a good harvest or two, alld the 
absenee of any further taxation, they will 
overtake their c1ifficul ties. Our farmers 
have received exceptional assista.llce from 
the Government by the passage of the 
Credit Foncier Act, the Mallee Act, and by 
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the bonuses provided in connexioll with 
products exported. MU0h stilll'emaius to 
be dOlle fOl' this deserving class of 0111' 

population. The land laws generally 
are to be amended and consolidated. 
The Exported Products Bill is to be re
introduced, and I trust it will become 
law with such amendments as may com
mend themse I yes to this House. \<Yater 
conservation will be provided fur, and the 
liabilities in connexion with water trust 
loans relating to the past will be materi
ally modified. Railways are promised for 
the mallee conntl'y and Gippsland, for 
all of which the Government cannot be 
too highly commended. In our Railways 
Commissioner, in the person of Mr. :L\lathie
son, we undoubtedly have the right man 
in the right place. He is an able man, 
and one who does his duty with,ont 
fear or favonr in running our rail ways 
on a cummercial basis. 'Vith regard to 
our mallee lands, -which comprise o'ne
third of our fair Victoria, and \\' hich were 
only a few years ago a howling wilderness, 
infested with rabbits and wild dogs, 'we 
may now note a change. Out' lion
hearted settlers are (tuickly turning this 
howling "'ilc1erness into something like 
the Land of Canaan, which we are told 
flowed with milk and honey. Our mallee 
lands wil1, we trust, this year, flow with milk, 
honey,wheat, and oats. rrhat the country 
is grateful for the placing on the statute
book of such remedial measures as the 
Companies, Insolvency, and :Mines Acts 
is very evident. I feel that the Goyern
ment has beel} very sincere in its endea
vours in the past.. Some of it.s measures, 
no doubt, like every pieceof new machinery, 
will need amendment, and probably this is 
to be expected. I agree with the Go· 
vernment that just at present fresh or 
further taxation is unnecessary and is not 
denl<:l.llded. Could there be better watch
words than those adopted by the Govern
ment-" Economy, peace, progress, and 
prosperity" 1 I feel that if this policy is 
carried into effect political rest and 
political progress must be followed by 
commercial peace and prosperity. The 
colony having now turned the cornel', I am 
satisfied that if a pulicy of judicious 
economy be pnrsned everything else will 
follow. 'Ye are now on the up grade. 
W'e have got 0ver a great deal of our 
commercial trouble, we have an abundant 
harvest in prospect, a good gold yield, and 
a rise in the price of wool, so that I am 
sure we shall go on prosperously. I am 

extremely hopeful of the result of feder
ation. I am satisfied that the outcome of 
the next meeting of the COllvention in 
Melbourne, ill J'unnary next, will dear 
the political atmosphere, and that soon 
afterwards a Bill will be submitted to the 
people of Australia which will meet with 
their full approval and consent. A policy 
of reproductive public works is promised 
by the Government, and I have every con
fidence that in advancing snch a policy 
the Go\'ernment will have the fullest 
assistance of this House. I, LUll very 
pleased indeed to learn that it is the 
intention of the:: Government to finally 
armnge all rnatters. appertaining to the 
public service and railway emplo'ye~ by 
the ,:'\,ppointment of an expert board, whieh 
will deal with this vexed q nestion as a 
whole. Let us hope that this board will 
snggest a means of removing the exist
ing anomalies and grievances. 'rhe in
come tax is to be reduced, and this con
cession will tell most favorably ill the 
interest.s of Victoria, by retaining within 
it a la.rge amount of money whieh ~ince 
the passing of onr Income Tax Act (\\' hieh 
is the highest in the world) ha.s been other· 
wise bestowed. It would also be a :,!,Tcat 
ad vantage if we floated our loans 10~;1.11y. 
I hope t.o see perfect.ed some scheme by 
which 0111' aged poor may be better eared 
for, and I learn with plea:mre that the 
Governmellt propose to take this q llestion 
in hand at the en.rliest possible monlCnt. 
I am pleased to be able to con~ratllbte 
His Excellency and H.er ,Majesty's Minis
ters in Victoria upon the hopeful senti
ments and expressions contained in His 
Excellency'S speech. I am glad that no 
proposal of an extreme radical nature has 
been hinted at; and that the aims, object:-5, 
and ambitions of the Government are 
peace alld progress. That the legislatil)n 
promised in the future is calculated to pro
d uce those effects caullot be :,!,·aimmic1. I 
~Ull sure tlHl.t every mem her or this H()l1~e 
will assist to his utmost in aiding' the Uo
verumerit in' the laudable stand it has 
taken, and no matter how far they may 
have disagreed with it in matters of detail 
in reference to legislation in the past, 
every credit must be given the Govern
ment for sincerity and honesty. For that 
which it has achieved every aeknowledg
mont and thanks should be forthcoming, 
and for what is promised in thefllture I have 
to express the hope that it may be realizecl. 
I note with gl'f'at pleasure the reference 
made in His Excellency'S speech to the 
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Queen's J'nbilee, and the grand reception 
giYCH to the Uovel'l1ors and the citizen 
soldierf:i of the colonies. rrhat the loyalty 
of the colonies is appreciated in our home 
land ii:i clearly shown, and I am sure that 
we will Hot be found wanting should our 
help be required to uphold British rights 
and British liberty. 'Ve may well say 
that uuder the British flag we can sit 
uncler onr vine and fig tree, llone daring to 
make u!:) afraid, aud that our lines have 
fallell in pleasant places, while we have a 
goodly heritage. Heferellce is also made in 
His Excellency's address to the slaughter
ing of animals used for human food. I 
think a Bill dealing with the subject 
should be prepared and submitted to the 
local boards of health throughout thecolony 
for their approval, and made law. Then 
proper snpervision would be exercised all 
over the colouy; this is urg'eutly required. 
I haye probably gone a little beyond what 
has been mentiolled in His Excellency's 
speech, but I thought it would not be out 
of place to refer to matters that are of 
S0111e iuterest to the country. I have to 
thank honorable members for the very 
kind consideration they b:we accorded me 
wbile moving the adoption of this address 
in reply. 

Sir RUPERT CLAHKE.-Mr. Presi
dent, it is with very great feelings of 
gratitude to the Government for having 
afforded me the opportunity of seconding 
the address in reply to His Excel
lency'S specch that 1 IlOW beg to do 
so. I feel very deeply the hOllOur which 
the Government have done me, being not 
only the youllgest member ill the House, 
but also, I think, tbe YOllllgest member who 
has e\'er sat ill this Chamber. I am very 
glad to obs~ne the statement in Hi!:) 
Excellency's speech that we are llO\\' 
coming to a ycry prosperous era, aud I 
may say that I think that statemellt is 
perfectly true. Our harvest, our crops, 
~ncl our OTeatest industry-the butter 
indl1stry-~re undoribtedly flourishing. 
It must be patent. to everyone that 
we have prospects of very large financial 
success this year, not only as regards our 
crops but also as regards our wool. Some 
of the northern parts of the country 
l:)ufferecl consicleraLly from drought, but, 
fortunately, Oll the \\'hole, we got oft' yery 
lightly ill this colony. I am also very 
glad to notice that the Government pro
gramme for the session is a very moderate, 
fair, and llseful one. \-Ve have all, I thiuk, 
great confic1encein the presentGovernmollt; 

at all e,·ents, the country has great con
fidence ill it, as it showed at the reeent 
general election by the great number of 
Government supporters which it returned. 
"Ve have received many past favours from 
the present Ministry, and we are in hopes 
of favours to come. I think that in the 
Premier we have a very level-headed man 
-a man to Wh0111 all Australians owe a 
very great debt of gratitude for the man: 
11er in which he represented this colony at 
the Queen's Diamond J Ilbilee, Sir George 
'rumer showed in England that we have 
statesmen here. He carried his position 
not only with very great. credit to himself 
but also with great honour to us. I think 
ever,)' colonial native must be proud of 
the maImer in \\' hich the Premier repre
sented them in the old country, showing 
that, though ,ye are the British lion's cubs, 
we ha,·e learned a little and are worthy 
of our motherland. The federa.tion m.ove
ment, I am very glad to see, is pro
ceeding in the right direction. 1£ we 
could be united under Olle great flag by a 
federation of the colonies, retaining the 
silken bond which binds us to t.he mother 
country, England might ,yell point with 
pride to her great empire in the southern 
seas, instead of havillg as now to deal with 
us as separate colonies. 'Vith a United Aus
tralia, defended by her citizen soldiers, we 
should tben occupy a very high position. 
Citizen soldier, I think, is the highest 
term of honour which any irregnlar can 
hotd, and the citizen soldiers in England 
and in other partR of the world hayc many 
times bome the brunt of the hardest
fought battles. Of course we cannot ex
pect to turn ont men so smart in uniform 
and drill as the regulars at home, but 
when the fighting comes-if it ever does 
-I think our citizen soldiers will be 
found to bear themselves just as brayely 
as any standing army. I am al80 glad to 
notice the statement in the speech that 
provision for the year has been made in 
~mch a manner as to meet the public re
quirements 'with due liberality, but ,,·ith
out extrctyagancc. 'Ye have turned the 
corner of prosperity again, but still we do 
not want to rush into extravagance, and 
I think the present Governmcnt may be 
relied upon to look after the pennics for 
us, and if that is done the pounds will 
take care of themselves. His Ex.cellencis 
speech also states that the charities of 
the colony are to be put on a more 
satisfactory basis. No doubt ill the past 
we hase done our best to support our 
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charities, but of course that is no rea
son why we should not be able to do 
better. It is ntther unsatisfactory 
for a charity not to know exactly \vl1t{t 
income it will get in the year, and there 
ha vealso been cases where, for the want' 
of propel' snpervision, some slight scandal::; 
have occurred. It is therefore desirable 
that the matter should receive the atten
tion of the Government and Parliament, 
so as to take care that no such milStakes, 
even though they have been ullwittingly 
made in the past, shaH crop up again in 
the futnre. The classification of the pub
lic service is allSo referred to, and that, I 
think, is a very necessary work. The pub
lic service was last classified in 1884, 
which is it good while ago, and 110 doubt 
it now requires to be again classified, so as 
to correct the allomalies which have oc
curred in the interval. Although we hear 
whisperillgs of the unsatisfactory state of 
some portions of the service, I think tha.t, 
as a whole, the public servants are fairly 
well satisfied; but if the Government can 
place them (In a still more satilSfactory 
basis, of cO\u·se it will be a very good 
thing, and the Ministry will deserve great 
credit for their action. Reference is made 
to the supervision of the sln,ughtering of 
animals and the sale of meat for human 
food. In the metropolis the supervision 
is fairly good, but in some of tbe coun
try districts it is almost nil. It is 
very wrong-indeed, a lasting disgrace 
-for ally country not to look after 
the health of its population, because our 
rising population are the most valuable 
assets of our conntry, and therefore 
too niuch supervision cannot be given t.o 
the food supply of the colony. The speech 
states that, owing to difficulties and dis
putes arising in respect to the drainage of 
lands in varions municipalities, a Bill is 
to be brought forward dealing with the 
matter. I am aware that in some of the 
shires such a measure is \yanted very 
badly, because in many places the sewage 
is allowed to run down the rivers, and, in 
fact, anywhere and everywhere. I am 
sorry to say, also, that it is among the 
poorer classes of the community that 
this great and lasting wrong is allo,Yed 
to exist, and I trust that. the state of 
things will soon he altered,because it is 
extremely discreditable to any country to 
a110w its rivers to be polluted by sewage, 
especially where there is a population 
in the neighbourhood who must suffer 
intensely through the want of propel' 

measures being taken. I also notice that 
the Exported Product.s Bill is to be again 
introduced. 'V ell, I hope that measure 
will come up again to this House, and I 
thin k that ina certain form many of llS will 
be willing to support it heartily. Of course 
there are some items on which wo cannot 
all agree; but I trust. that the Goyernmcnt 
will propose a reasonable compromise, be
cause we shall beouly tooglad to alSsist them 
in what I believe thc'yreally desire, namely, 
to develop and maintain the great und 
growing exports of this country. Of course, 
I know it is a vcr" difficult tass. for the 
Government to tryVand please the '"<,rious 
sections interested, but ill this Honse our 
wish al ways has becn to do our ntmost 
to help the Government to frame a good 
serviceable working Bill, giving power to 
see that our great export of butter 
especially should not be ruincd 1y' a
few rnen who try to make a personal 
profit out of it.. I notice, further, that it 
is intended to copy the Imperial ~lcrchant 
Shipping Act of 1894, with S(Hne morlifi
cations suit.able to this colony. I think 
that if the adaptation is made so tiS to suit 
our somewhat different circnmstances the 
passage of such a measure will bo a "ery 
good thing. 'rhe present Act has been 
in operat.ion for :-:\, very long time, and it is 
desirable thctt we should take ad vantage 
of the knowledge and expericnce of the 
old country to render our shipping law 
as perfect as possible. The speech 
states that the Post Office Rill is to be 
again sent up to liS. I have already 
hea.rd of certain reforms in the Post-office. 
but, of course, if \\'e eGl,n thoroughly 
reform that establishment, so much the 
better. 

Sir HENBY CUTHBEU'L'.- 'Ve have made 
reforms. ,"Ve have saved £5,000 a year. 

Sir RUPEB.T CLARKE.-I am very 
glad to hear it. 

The Hon. "IT. S. GRmwADE.-"~hat 
about the penny postage 1 

Sir HENRY CU'l'l:1BER'l'.-\Ve do not want 
fresh taxation. 

Sir HUPEB.T CLARKE.-Certainly 
not; and I think this Government are 
showing that they are carrying ont every
thing on purely commercia,l lines. 'rhey 
are not lowering the postngewhen they find 
they cannot carry letters at the lower 
price. Indeed, I think the Government 
deserve the greatest credit for the fact 
that in each measure they have brought 
forward they have looked at the com
mercial side of the matter, and that is 
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l'eally ",hat we waut at present. I also 
notice that a Bill is to be introduced 
relating to the ad.ministration. of estates 
of deceased persons. Of cour~e, anything 
we can do to cut down Jaw expenses-I 
do not know whether I am right in saying 
this with so Ulany lawyers about-will be 
acceptable to the public, because anything 
we keep out of the lawyers' pockets we 
keep ill our OW\1, and there are very few 
things that men grumble at so much 
as a lawyer's bill. In conclusion, I 
may say that. I think the Government 
hiwe had very fair f'mpport in this House. 
'Ve hnye all tried to help them along, and 
they have brought forward very fair mea
Sllres. They have also treated us with 
very great consideration, and I think, in 
return, the Government have received 
consideratioll from us. 

The Hon. G. GODFREY.-Sir, I should 
not have risen but for the fact that there is 
one pamgmph in the speech put into the 
month of His Excellency the Go"ernor 
to which I, as representing one of the 
most important public charities, being 
treasurer of the ..Melbourne Hospital, feel 
bound to take exception. That pa.ragraph 
states tlmt " the lID systematic manner in 
,vhich the public charities of Victoria 
have Leen administered, and the insuffi
ciency of the present law to provide for 
desenillg cnses of distress, have long becn 
a reproach." I desir0 to say that I am 
quite sure that this House is not of 
opinion that the pu blie charities of this 
city 1m vc been administered in an "unsys
temat.ic manuel'," because such statements 
woul(} be a reproach to Bien who have 
devoted years tLlld years of public 1 abo Ill' 
without any remulleration to the adminis
tration of the public charities of the metro
polif:l. I think it was not the intention of 
the GQvcrument in this paragraph to cast 
-lot reproach of that kind; and I believe the 
House will agree that the great public 
charities in Melbourne have, up to the 
prescnt time, been administered in a 
manne!' which reflects the greatest credit 
on those who have had charge of them, 
and not in an unsystematic manner. 
While it is necessary tlHtt there should be 
legislation to provide for deserving cases 
of distress, which cannot be properly dealt 
with under the present law, I am sure the 
Honso will not in any way, by inference, 
cast a reproach 011 men, many of wbom 
have passed away after devoting a whole 
life-timc, without receivillg any pay, to 
the public cha.rities of this city. 

The Hon.S. 'V. COOK E.-Mr. President, 
I just wish to remH rk only 011 oue para
graph of His Excellency'S speech, and that 
is the paragraph with reference to the 
Exported Products Bill. It will be in the 
recollection of the Minister in charge of 
that Bill last session that very great oppo
sition was made to it ill this House. and 
finally the Bill was lost. Personally: I do 
not think that Bill was a good Bil1. It had 
one special defect, and that was that it 
contained too many subjects. It seems to 
me to be very much better, in dealing with 
qnestiolls of this kind, to lHtYO a Bill re
ferring to one subject only. The subject 
which we discussed last session more 
particularly 'ms the export of butter, bnt 
in that Bill there were other subjects dealt 
with, such as the export of meat and 
the export of fruit. Now!" I think 
it ,rould be ver}' m uoh better if there 
was a separate Bill for each of those mat
ters-one Bill dealing \rith the export of . 
dairy products, another with the export. 
of meat, and a third with the export of 
fruit. '~Te have a good example in this 
respect in Queensland and New Zealand. 
In Queensland the Meat Export Act is 
confined to llleat only, and in New Zealand 
they have an Act clealiug solely with the 
export of dairy products. I do not say 
that we shollld, in our Dairy Products Bill, 
follow the New Zealand Act exactly, but 
we should imitate the example of New 
Zealand by confining the Bill to that one 
subject, dealing with the other questions 
in separate measurcs. In that way we 
could have a much better discussion, be· 
cause it will be remembered that last 
session members, \\'hil(~ speaking on the 
export of butter, werc continually being 
drawn away from the subject to speak 
also of the export of meat and fruit. 
"With regard to what has fallen from Mr. 
Godfrey, with reference to the charities, I 
think that perhaps the wording of the 
paragraph he alluded to has misled him. 
I do not thiuk the Government meant in 
that paragraph that the charities had been 
unsystematically administered by parti. 
cular committees, but that the charitable 
vote of £110,000 had been given to chari· 
ties in a very haphazard manner. The 
Government had also in theirmillds, I think, 
the fact that people have bad to be sent 
to gaol who ought to haye been sent to a 
benevolent asylum. '1'his, however, has 
nothing whatever to do with the adminis
tration of the charities, and the defect 
arises from Ollr system of helping people, 
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from the state of the law as it stands at 
present. I do llC)t think the Government 
intended in any way to reflect on the 
management of the various institutions. 

The Hon. J. H. ABBO'rrr.-Sir, I think 
the remark in His Excellency's speech with 
reference to the unsystematic manner in 
which the charities have been adminis
tered is certainly a mista.ke. There hali 
been no maladministration of the chari
ties so far as I am aware of. I have 
been cOllnected with a hospital in my dis
trict since 1854, and I have never' yet 
heard any charge Illude of maladmin
istration. '" e have, however, all regretted 
to notice cases in which poor men have 
had to be sent to gaol because there was no 
other provision for them. That was not 
maladministration, but merely carrying out 
the law. I would draw the attention of 
the House ilnd of the Solicitor-General to 
the fact that at the present time there 
is an Old-age Pensions COlnmittee sitting, 
who have not yet reported. I would ask 
whether we are to wait for the report of 
those gentlemen,. who have spent 80 much 
time on the subject, before we legislate 
upon it, or whether we are to legislate 
without waiting for the result of their 
inquiries 1 The matter is one in whioh 
the whole country is very deeply in
terested, aud I think the question of 
old-age pensions should be part and parcel 
of any new arrangements that might be 
made for assi~ting persons requiring charit
able aid in the future. My own opillion 
is that we should wait until we get the 
report of the commissioll. It .certainly 
seems an extraordinary th~ng to appoint a 
commission to inquire into a subject., and 

. then to legislate upon it without waiting 
for their report. To do so would, I think, 
be to cast a slur on the commissio11. 

The Hon. D. MELVfLLE.-J\1r. Presi
dent, I think the Government may be 
fairly congratulated on having arrived at 
last at t.he decision that \\'hen no measures 
are wanted they are not going to bring in 
any. \Vhat the country has suffered from 
mainly in the past has been from the 
attempt to hllstle through Parliament an 
immense number of things that were really 
theoretic~tl, and which caused an inter
ference with business and trade. The 
Government now tell us that this is to be 
a very ~hort session, and that they are 
only going to bring forward those measnres 
which are urgently necessary. That state
ment, I think, will be accepted by the 
country as one of the best things the 

Goyernment have eyer said, and I believe 
that they have al'1'ived at a reasonable deci
sion 011 this point. The first matter with 
which they propose to deal is the charities, 
and a measure on this suuject, I think, 
is urgently necessary. \Vould it have 
been right for the Government-in the 
face of the fact that men and women are 
frequently being sent to gaol for three or 
four mouths solely on account of their 
poverty, and to give them a home·-to haye 
delayed dealing with 'this q llestioll 1 That 
state of things has been a disgrace to the 
colony, and we have all felt it to be so. 
In the paragraph relating to the subject, 
I believe the Go\'ernmellt had no intention 
or reflecting on the management of the 
cha,ritable institutions; but certainly some
thing has beeu wrong with our system, 
when a fellow creature fOllnd on a. 
doorstep has had to be brought up 
before a police cOllrt, and sent to gaol, 
merely because he was destitute and 
homeless. \Ye have of tell during the last 
ten or twelve years resolved that this state 
of things wO{lld not last many months, 
bnt until now nothing has been done. 
The GoYernment, however, I am glad to 
see, intend to take action at last, and 
I must congratulate them upon their 
announcement 011 the subject. '1'he speech 
contains a kind of half-reflection on tbis 
House for not having passed the Post 
Office Bill, but, if I remember rightly, 
we ha\'e passed some Post Office Bills. 

Sir HENRY CU'l'HBERl'. - You made 
amendments. 

The Hon. D. ~1ELVILLE.-And are we 
not entitled to make amendments in Post 
Office Bills as well as in other Bills 1 If 
we have made amendments in tho Bill 
referred to, I hope that when the Solicitor
General again introdnces the Bill it will 
embody those amendments, because 1 have 
no doubt that they wore wise oues. III con· 
nexion with the Yarra JUl1etion Hailwav 
Bill which we amended last sessio11, we find. 
the Commissioner of Rail ways stating the 
other day that, after all, there is no justi
fication whatever for breaking the gauge 
at all, and is that statement not a justifi
cation of the llmendment which was mado 
by this Honse 1 I will defy the Solicitor
General to point to a single amendment 
we have made in any Bill which could be 
ca,lled anything but a wise and propel' 
amendment. "Then the celebrated Ex
ported Products Bill was before the House 
last session the real difficulty was that 
neither the Solicitor-General nor Mr. 
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McCulloch, who had charge of the Bill, 
know anything about what they were 
doing. The Solicitor-General was pulling 
one way, and Mr. McCulloch the other. 
How, indeed, could it be otht1'}'wise when 
they did not know the subject that they 
were dealing with 1 Under those circum
stances, was it )lot a wise proceeding 
for this Honse to afford Ministers a 
hir and reasollable opportunity of COll
!:lidel'illg the subject further, so as to 
bring forward a ineasure ill a busi
ness-like· ,ray 1 If there is anything 
wanted in connexioll with the export of 
products, let it be dealt with in a wi8ely
considered measure, which will tend to 
increase and develop our trade. rrhat is 
very different, however, from bringing for
ward a measure whieh ollly sought to 
meddle and tamper with things tluneces
sari!y. The apple business in· that Bill 
was one of those rid icnlons proposals into 
which Governmeuts sometimes fall. I 
remember that a Government once brought 
in a Bill in which they proposed to imJ.-lrison 
a ma.n if the locusts were not driven away 
from his lane1. rl'he locusts, I believe, 
were given their Latill name in the Bill, 
so that I suppose the Government were not 
at first awa1'(, that the proposal for impri
sonmellt was because a man bad failEd to 
extiugnish the 10cLlsts on his property. 

Sir RENHY CUTHBER1'.-'Vas that long 
ago 7 

rl'he Hon. D. MELVILLE.-Not so long 
ago; it was during the regime of this 
Government. rrhere is no doubt whatever 
that t.he House properly rejected the Ex
ported Produuts Bill, so as to enable the 
Government to have a few months to fur
ther consider it. Something may be want.ed 
for the proper protection of the export 
of butter, out any measure passed should 
only afford proper and reasonable protec
tion; and if the Government on this 
occasion bring up a Bill grading butter in 
three qua.lities, they will find that it 
will be no more welcome than their last 
Bill was. That kind of thing seems to be 
uni versaJly condenll1ed. I am cert.ainly 
with the Government ill the brevity of the 
programme which t.hey have submitted 
for the session. They have withdrawn 
[\ II the theoreti0al things, and that is 
satisfactorYj but it must be borne in mind, 
also, that never has there SH,t in the Legis
lative Assembly ~L Government with such 
powerful support. For that reason never 
has there been a Government with so mnch 
responsibility, for apparently they will be 

able to carry anything they please. My ad· 
vice to thenl would be to take advantage 
of their opportunity and their power so as 
to pass measures wort.hy of the position 
they occnpy, and tho power they wield. 
rrhe next Govemmen't in office may not 
have the same power. The present u Mil1_ 
istry have an immense following in 
anotber place; they have <L favorable 
Chamber here, which is ready and willing 
to help them to render the country pro
speroLls, if Parliament call make it pl'O

sper0us; and I trllst that tlley will act in 
a mallner commen~Lln\.te with their great 
opportulli ties. 

'rhe Ron .. K MOREY.-Mr. President, 
in the Governor's speech reference is made 
to the intention of the Government to in
troduce a Bill dealing with the charities. 
In the pil.St the charities have been to a 
considerable extent supported by volun
tary effort, and large numbers of people 
have willingly given not only their t.ime 
but also their money to the work. It is 
no\'\' recognised that some different system 
must be adopted. It seems to me that 
there will have to be a tax to supply the 
funds necessary. There are large numbers 
of pemons who do not at present contribute 
anything to the charities, and all effort 
should be made to reach them. How is 
this to be done 1 A rate must, I suppose, 
be levied. In this country, where the sun 
is al ways shining, the young men particu
larly take a very great interest in £port, 
and I think that a tax should be levied on 
all sports 011 behalf of the charities. The 
tax might be either local or national. 
There appears -to be a fa,lling-off' ill the 
amount of aSfolistance given to the chari
table institutions. At present those who. 
like can give, and, as I have said, there 
are large numbers of persons who do 
not contribute anything at all. A 
revenue should, in my opllllOn, be 
obtained from sports on behalf of the 
charities. The Ministry have, no doubt, 
given their careful attention to the sub
ject, and will be in a position to submit 
to us a well-considered scheme. I think 
that every person in the colony who 
earns money should contribute something 
towards the maintenance of the charities. 
If he will not do so voluntarily he should 
be compelled to do so. At present poor 
people are being sent to gaol simply 
because there is no other accommodation 
for them. In the interests of humanity 
alone, we should not permit the continuance 
of such a scheme. Some propel' provision 
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sheuld be made fer eur peor, and we 
sheuld net make criminals ef them by 
sending then to gael. If every persen 
earning meney is cempelled to. centribute 
to. the maintenance ef the charities the 
difficulty can easily be overceme. With 
regard to sports, I might mentien racing. 
Vile knew that gambling isasso.ciated with 
herse-racing. It is a custom ef all natiens, 
and we cannet prevent it; but why sheuld 
we not have the tetalizator run by the 
Gevernment, and apply the preceeds to. 
the charities 1 Seme peeple say that such 
a thing wnuld be a disgrace; but I do net 
take that view. At the same time, if 
people can afford to. gamble upen the race
ceurse, they can well afferd to. centribute to. 
the charities. The Gevernment have taken 
the subject in hand, and they have enly ene 
ebject in view, and that is to de the b'3st 
they can to place the charitable institu
tiells ef the celeny en a seund basis. Of 
ceurse we all ebject to. a peer rate, but 
semething will have to. be dene, because 
the charities are net receiving the suppert 
that ought to. be given to. them. 

The Hon. T. DO"VLING.-Sir, I rise 
to cengratulate the mever, and especi
ally the secender, ef the address in reply 
to His Excellency's speech en the clear 
and lucid manner in which they placed 
their views before the House. There 
is nothing in the Gevernor's speech that 
calls fnr criticism. "Vo may very well 
wait until the measures that are pre
mised are placed befere us. I shall have 
a great deal to say on the Charities Bill, 
and also on tho Exported Preducts Bill. 
The Gevernment are to be cengratulated 
en the large fellewing that they have in 
anether place, but they are not entitled to. 
all the enlogiums that have been passed 
upon them. I say this advisedly, because 
I feel, even now, that. the Premier has 
drawn eut fer himself a pelicy that must be 
detrimental to. the interests ef the ceuntry. 
rrhis pelicydoesnot appear in the Governer's 
speech, but I weuld remind the House 
that the Premier has told the peeple that 
if he wants more meney he will endeaveur 
to obtain it by means of a tax en unim
preved land values. That alone, I think, 
condemns the Government. The peeple 
ef the ceuntry weuld never, in my opinien, 
agree to such a tax, and, in additien to. 
that, its introductien weuld be diametri
cally oppesed to. what the Premier said on 
the hustings three years ago. 

'fhe motion for the adeption ef the 
address in reply was agreed to.. 

Seconcl, Session 1897.-[2] 

The Hen. T. COMRIE meved that the 
address be presented to. His Excellency 
the Governor by the President ef the 
Council, and such members as might 
desire to. accompany him. 

Sir RUPER'r CLARKE secended the 
metien, which was agreed to. 

ADJOURNMENT. 
Sir HENRY CUTHBERT said that 

there was not much business befere the 
Heuse. He had that day intreduced enly 
one measure. He had no. desire whatever 
to. request the attendance ef henerable 
members unless there was werk fer them 
to. de, and he did net ~hink that there 
weuld be werk ef any very great import
ance until the 10th ef November. The 
9th ef Nevember was the Prince of Wales' 
Birthday, and would be a public holiday. 
He begged to meve that the Heuse, at its 
rising, adjnurn until Wednesday, Nevem
bel' 10. 

The motion was agreed to.. 
The Heuse adjeurned at ten minutes 

past six e'cleck, until Wednesday, Nevem
bel' 10. 

-LEGISLATIVE ASSEMBLY. 
:Puesday, October 26, 1897. 

state epening of Parliament-Presentation of the Speaker 
to the Governor-Swearing of Members-Carlton 
South Election-Drainage Bill-Governor's Speech: 
Address in Reply. 

STATE OPENING OF PARLIAMENT. 
The SPEAKER toek the chair at two. 

e'clock p.m. 
Immediately afterwards the Usher of 

the Legislative Council breught a message 
from His Excellency the Governor, re
questing the attendance o.f honerable mem
bers ill the chamber of the Legislative 
Ceuncil. 

The members present, headed by the 
Speaker, and attended by the Clerk, the 
Clerks-Assistant,and the Serjeant-at-Arms, 
preceeded to. the chamber ef the Legis~ 
lative Ceuncil. 

Business was afterwards suspended until 
half-past feur e'clock, when the Speaker 
again toek the chair. 

ELECTION OF SPEAKER. 
The SPEAKER.--J have to. report to 

the House that I this day proceeded to 
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Government House, and presented myself 
to His Excellency the Governor as the 
choice of the Legislative Assembly, and 
that His Excellency was pleased to address 
me in the following terms :-

"Mr. Speaker, I have much pleasure in con
gratulating yOl~ upon the high and honomble 
position to which the confidence of the House of 
As'Sem bly has raised you. I doubt not that your 
long service 'iiI the Rouse, and your experience 
as Chairman of Committees-a duty which you 
IHwe alwa.ys discha.rged to the satisfaction of 
members-will prove of benefit in t.he delibera
tions of the Assembly; and I rest assnred that 
you will fulfil the duties of the position in a 
worthy and dignified manner." 

SWEARING OF MEMBERS. 
'rhe SPEAKER informed the House 

that he had received a commission from 
His Excellency tho Governor authorizing 
him to administel' the oath of allegiance 
fi:om time to time to suoh memberR of the 
Legislative Assembly as had not already 
taken and subscribed the same in the 
present Parliament. 

Mr. A. S. Bailes was thcn sworn as one 
of the membcrs for the electoral district 
of Stllldhurst. 

CARLTON SOUTH ELECTION. 
The CLEHK intimated to the I-louse that 

tho wdt issued b'y the Administrator of the 
Government for the election of a member 
for Carlton South had been sent to him, 
that day, and from the return indorsed 
thereon it appeared that Mr. Jamcs 
Moloney was duly elected. 

DRAINAGE BILL. 
Mr. r. A. ISAACS stated that, in ac

cordance with the invariable cnstom, 
in order to assert the privileges of the 
House, he begged to move for leave to in
troduce a Bill to provide for the drainage 
of lands. 

The motion was agreed to. 
The Bill was then brought in, and read 

a first time. 

THE GOVEHNOR'S ·SPEECH. 
ADDRESS IN REPI,Y. 

The SPEAKER informed the House 
t~1at, pursuant to.:the Stlm,nons of the 
Governor, the men.lb,erl:! of the, Assembly 
attended ill the chamber of the Legislative 
Council that afternoon, when His Excel
lency delivered his speech on openillg the 
session. 

Mr. MOIUUSSEY (who ,,'as received 
with cheers) moved-
. "That the following address, in reply to His 

Ex.ceJI~p.9Y. th_e ,GQv~rp.Qr'~ ~,peecll .. tQ bQ.tl~. 

Houses of Parliament, be agreed to by this, 
Honse :-
"MAY 1'1' l'LEASE YOU}:!. EXCELLEXCY-

""Ve, the Legislative Assembly of Victoria, 
in Parliament assembled, beg to express our 
loyalty to our Most Gracious i:;oYereign, and to 
thank Your Excellency for the gracious speech 
which you have been. pleased to address to 
Pa.rliament. " 
He said-Mr. Speaker, I beg to thank 
honorable members for the enconragil1g 
reception I have received at their hands 
this evening; and in moving the adop
tion of the address in reply 1 am deeply 
sensible of the honour conferred on me 
by the Premier and his colleagues in 
choosing me for the performance of such 
an important duty. I take it that my 
selection for this duty reflects as great 
credit on the very large and important 

"constituency for which I have beel1 
recently el~cted a member of this Honse 
as it does on myself. rl'he Governor's 
speech contains" many very valuable 
measures, which, if placed on the statutc
book, will be a decided adval1ce in the 
legislation of this colony. The Govern
ment intend to introduce a Bill to deal 
more efficiclltly with the trust funds, which 
now amount to a very large snm. At the 
present j nncture those fLll1ds are not 
uncleI' efficient control, or, at allY rate, 
under control snffici0ntly efficient 'to 
place them beyoud the reach of Hny im
pecuniolls 'l'reasllrc.r who might be incon
siderate enough to makc all inj udicious 
nse of them. It is intended to placo 
them under better control. As the 
Premier has now no necessity to have 
reconrse to the trust funds, he wishes them 
to be put beyond temptation. This is a 
step in the right direction. It indicates 
a healthy line of financial action on the part 
of our administrators, with the view in 
future to make ends meet from the means 
that we have in hand to carryon the go
vernment of the country. vVe hav'e under 
our control, or well within our means, 
ample power to make ends meet, provided 
we have in office administrators who are 
sensible enough to use that power judi
ciously, and who are prepared to give 
legislative effcct to any measure desired 
by the people for the advancement of the 
interests of the colony. A Bill for dealing 

: with the public charities is also a,bout to 
be introduced. No nobler duty can be 
intrusted to our administrators than that 
of providing the means of subsistence for 
tho.se who are Bot able t9 provide for 

. themselves. , At the pres~nt time the vote. 

....\·u ... ' •. 
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for charities is not as judiciously used as 
it might be. It is to be hoped thatfrom this 
forward the sum set aside by Parliament 
for that purpose will reach the object for 
which it is intended ·in a much more 
efficient manner than it does now. At the 
samo time, it is also to be hoped that the 
Bill in q lles tion will not promote menc1i
cancy-that it will not cau~e those who 
are reckless. indifferent, and extravagant in 
early life, although possessed of physical 
power to make reasonable provision 
for their declining years, to consider 
that tIlIJ State is going to adopt the 
role ·of foster-parent, bnt that the pro
visions of the measure will be framed on 
such a scientific baf:!is that its openLtion 
will rather have the effect of minimizing 
than of increasing the poverty of the' 
colo11Y. There is no denying the fact 
that the information acquired by the, 
Aged Poor Commission clearly shows 
that a. very great deal of poverty exif:!ts 
amongst the people of Victoria, alld it is 
a duty that devolves upon liS to im
mediately give the present state of affairs 
in that respect our fullest consideration. 
,Vhen our assistance is asked ill dett1ing 
with this measure, I sincerely hope we will 
take nare that a proper scheme is framed, 
and thn.t wealth is compelled to contribute 
its due proportion of the means that are 
llecessary to alleviate poverty and distress 
in this country. The reclassification of 
the public service is also to be taken into 
considera.tion by this House. We are to be 
asked to pass a Bill designed to remove 
many anomalies which have arisen since 
the classification of the public service in 
1884, and snch a measure is absolutely 
needed in the interests of the eqnitable 
treatment of the employes engaged by the 
State in administering its affairs on our 
behalf. I trust that the legitimate 
grievances of our public servants will be 
redressed by the State in such a satis
factory manner as to set at rest for all 
time the llift'erellces bM.ween the various 
departments that are ill conflict in re
lation to this matter. ·We are likewise 
promised a Bill for the better supervision 
of our meat supply. That is one of the most 
necessary mea.snres that the House can 
address itself to. Tho food supply and the 
health of the community nre inseparably 
connected, and with a view of improv'ing 
the general health of the people it is the 
duty of the Government to see that the 
food snpply is thoroughly supervised by 
oompetent inspectors, so as to prevent 

anything going in to consnmption that 
might menace the health of the people. 
No effort should be spared to make the 
nature of our food supply satisfactory to 
all concerned, and of sllch a kind as will 
reflect credit on those who are responsible 
for its proper inspeetion. It is true that 
tho ~1ealth reports with regard to the live 
stock of this colony bear very favorable 
comparison with those relating to tho 
flocks and herds in tho other colonies of 
t.he Australasian group, but it would be 
well to "make assurance double sure " ; and 
to accomplish that object satisfactorily it 
is necessary that a keener supervision 
should be exercised on our behalf by those 
in whose hands we have placed this duty, 
with the view of securing a sounder and 
better quality of food going into consump· 
tion than there is at the present time. 
From personal know ledge, I can confidently 
say that a very large 'quantity of the pre
sent food supply of the people should 
never be allowed to go into consumptioll, 
and that desirable result can only be 
secured by bringing the whole of the food 
supplies of the colony under the cu,reful 
supervision of those officers who are 
appointed to inspect them on behalf 
of the State. In many cases in which 
beasts that nre· slaughtered for human 
consumption may 110t be diseased, there 
are other objections that conld be, and 
should be, raised against the sale of the' 
meat for human food, and I believe that 
if the grounds of those objections were 
only known to the general public, the 
people would declare it to be simply re
volting that they should have to use food 
?f the kind th.at is now continually going 
mto consumptIOn. Another matter which 
if not the i.nost important, is, I consi~ 
del', one of the most important subjects 
for State legislation, and which the Go
vernment now intend to submit, is the 
measure dealing with the supervision of 
exported products. The mandate of tho 
conn try is-" Develop the resources of tho 
colony." 'Ve are a ware of the fact of the 
immense possibilities of OlIr production 
which completely overshadow the possi: 
bilities of our consumption. Our present 
cOllsl1rnption bears no comparison at all to 
what we are now able to produce and the 
possibilities of increasing the p;oduction 
of the colony are simpl'y illimitable. Now 
if we wish to increase our prod nction w~ 
can only accomplish that object by secu~ing 
to our producers the fullest and most sym
pathetic assis~ance of the Governrne~t of 

. , 
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the day. One way in which our adminis· 
trators can help our producers is by find· 
ing profitable outlets for their products. 
What the Government requires to do is 
to exploit the markets of the world, and 
thereby give an assurance to our pro
ducers that every possible source. of 
outlet for their productions at paying 
prices will be discovered. I venture to 
say that if that policy is carried out the 
production of this colony will increase 
enormously. Sir John Barnard Byles 
tells us that "a nation, whether it C011-

sume its own productions, or with them 
purcbase from abroad, can have no more 
to send. than it produces; therefore, the 
supreme policy of every nation is to 
develop its own producing forces," an.d that 
quotation has a special application to the 
condition of the producers of Victoria 
at the present time, because of the un
bounded possibilities we possess, and the 
illimitable meallS of increasing our produc
tion that we have under control. If a pro
gressive policy is pursued, I believe that 
before long we can double our present pro
duction. The total products of Victoria 
in 1894 represent a value of about 
£23,000,000. Of that amount £7,750,000 
is represented in the output of our manu
facturing industries, and the balance, 
about £15,250,000, by the agricultural, 
pastoral, and mining industries. Now, if 

- the State wishes to discharge its duty 
efficiently, it can only accomplish its desire 
by obtaining a thorough know ledge of the 
duties it has to discharge, and doing as 
private individuals do in managing their 
private affairs, namely, paying special 
attention to that part of their business 
concerns from which they derive the 
larger share of their income. In like 
manner the State ought to pay special 
attention to that part of the prod uc
tion of Lho colony from which the larger 
returns are obtained.. The great pro
ducing element - agricultural, pastoral, 
and mining-is that to which special atten
tion should be given, with a view to t.he 
utmost possible development. 'When we 
consider the very small amount of wealth 
produced in this colony in comparison 
with what is raised by other large produc
ing countries of the world, we will be 
bound to admit that we have barely 
scratched the surft1;ce of the possibilities 
of our productive life. Right throughout 
Australia the total production of wealth 
in 18,94 amounted to only £70,000,000, 
and in the same year France, with an area 

Mr. Morrissey. 

insignificant as compared with the area 
of all Australia, raised over £400,000,000, 
and Germany £500,000,000. In the face 
of the fact that such a~l enormous amount 
of wealth can lYe raised in countries 
,,'ithin such contracted limits of territory 
as compared with Australia, it surely must 
be patent to everyone of us that we have 
in this country vast and unbounded means 
wit.hin our grasp, if we will only make use 
of t.hem, to increase our wealth to an 
untold extent. But that can only be 
accomplished by the State giving sensible 
and healthy assistance to the development 
of those departments of life from which this 
wealth is to be obtained. As furnishing 
an evidence of our possibilities of develop
ment, I may remind honorable members 
that afew years back our exported dairy pro- . 
ducts represented a very trifling sum, but 
the State undertook to assist the dairymen 
of the colony by giving a small bonus to 
t.hose who were interested in the production 
of butter and cheese, with the result that 
in a very short time t.he dairying industry 
advanced by leaps and bounds. - We 
know that as a rule the capitalist is not 
desirous of exploiting or exploring the 
country to discover undeveloped resources. 
That. pioneering work generally devolves 
on the labourer- the hardy enterprising 
individual who takes his life into his 
hands when he goes into the wilderness 
with barely sufficient to sustain himself 
while he endeavours to ascertain where 
undeveloped sources of wealth exist. Im
mediately those resources are discovered 
and poillted out the capitalist comes for
ward, money flows in freely, wealth and 
labour enter in to combination, and the 
outcome of their united efforts results in 
benefits of untold extent to the State. 
For instance, prior to the recent dis· 
coveries of gold in West.ern Australia very 
litt.le was done by capitalists to exploit the 
auriferolls resources of that colony, but 
w hen those resources were made known, 
capital flowed in from all parts of the 
world. But the State must take the 
ini tiati ve, and then capital will follow on 
and develop the resources of the colony; 
alld instead of having large sums of money 
lying idle and valueless, as regards produc
tion, ill the vanlts of our various financial 
institutions, capital will then find profit
able investment, and labour profitable em
ployment, in developing our natural re
sources and ad vancing the prosperity of the 
country. ffhe wine industry of the colony, 
for example, is at present in a languishing 
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condition, and that industry can only be 
developed by the Sta,t.e giving it the same 
help as it. has already given to the butter 
industry. If the same assistance be given 
to the wille industry as has already 
been extended to the dairying industry, 
similar gratifying results will undoubt
edly accrue, even to a greater extent. 
I believe that the time will come when we 
will be able to absolutely disposse'3s the 
Dane of his hold on the British market as 
regards dairy products. VVe have natural 
advantages and facilities here which are 
not possessed by the people in Northern 
Europe, and when those facilities and 
advantages are used to the fullest extent, 
instead of a return of something less than 
£1,000,000 a year, it will probably be 
£4,000,000 or £5,000,000. As the 
grain-growers of Australasia, America., 
and other grain-producing countries have 
shut d.own the British agriculturist who 
sought to raise grain for his own country
men, so, I believe, Australian dairymen 
will close up the Dane, :l1ld prevent 
him from successfully producing butter 
for the British consumers. 'ro give full 
effect to the accomplishment of this de
sirable object, it only reqnires the assist
ance that it is in the power of the State 
to confer-and if the State readilv confers 
that assistance, it will obviously"result to 
the general advantage of all and sundry 
who are engaged in the dairying industry 
in Victoria. The mining industry can 
also be developed to a much greater 
degree than it is at present. Some people 
seem to think that the mineral treasures 
of Victoria have been fully exploited, 
but that is not the case. I have re
cently passed over a portion o.f the colony 
-the count.ry between Heathcote and 
Rushworth-where there are many hun
dred square miles of auriferous land 
into which, comparatively speaking, the 
pick of the miner has not yet been 
driven, and which is simply awaiting the 
advent of capita] to develop and make 
manifest its wealthy resources. Some 
time back the State endeavoured to assist 
the mining industry there by sending 
a diamond drill into the district, but it 
was only allowed to remain there a very 
short time, and nothing like a fair test was 
made of the resources of that part of the 
colony. 'rhe wealth of the mining, agri
cultural, and pastoral resources of Victoria 
can only be developed to their fullest 
extent by means of State aid. It is 
necessary that sufficient sums of money 

should be set aside for the purpose of 
making available the natural wealth of the 
country. Immediately after that is done, 
capital will be forthcoming, and the wealth 
now in the earth will be brought to 
light. The future policy of the Govern
ment, as foreshadowed in the Premier's 
speech at St. Kilda, has been described as 
a policy of peace and progress. It is to 
be hoped that this House will insure to 
the Premier and his colleagues that peace 
which is necessary to give effect to the 
progress predicted in the Premier's speech. 
The settlement of the mallee .country and 
land settlement throughou t the colony is 
made a very prominent factor in the policy 
of the Government. So far the Lands de~ 
partmenthave exhibited very commendable 
promptitude in settling people on the land, 
but not one moment too soon, because 
other colonies are otfering facilities to in
duce the agriculturists of this'colony to go 
there and effect developments that should 
be effected here. At the same time, I 
would give one word of warning to our 
Lands department. In their anxiety to 
resume areas of land in the mallee coun
try, they may make grievous mista.kes. 
They should only resume areas of a most 
fertile character- land that will give 
ample retums to the settlers, and ill 
convenient locations. 'rhe mal1ee coun
try has a very treacherous climate to 
contend against, and a lot of the land . 
is quite unfit for cultivation. '1'he Patter
son Government resumed large areas 
of mallee land \V hich is still in the 
possession of the State, being unsuitable 
for agriculture. It would have been far 
better to have left that land in possession 
of the leaseholders, as a revenue was 
being derived from it, whereas now it is 
in possession of the State, yielding no 
income and being of no use to settlers. 
Henceforward there should be a most 
careful scrutiny of the land offered for 
resumption, and the Lands department 
should be perfectly satisfied that the land 
is of a fertile llature, and suitable for 
people to settle upon, before pn,ying a high 
price to resume it from the present lease
holders. We are told that rail way mana~e
ment is to receive the full consideration of 
the State. Our railway administration 
has been one of the most distlll'bing in 
fiuences in the politiGal life of the colony. 
The railways have been a source of con
tinual trouble, but that is bec<l.l\se the 
administration of the rail ways has been un
sound. In saying this I am not reflecting 
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on the Ministry now ill office. \Vhat I 
mean to convey is that the view we take 
of our administration of the rail ways is 
wrong. If the railways of this colony had 
been managed from their inception by 
a company or a syndicate, their capital 
value would have been written down 
to the value they are to. us at the 
present time. vVe should at once re
cognise the lo~s we have made in COll

structing the existing lines, and write down 
their capital value by that amount. Then 
we should insist on th.e administration 
showing a. fair return on the reduced 
capital value. If we adopted this mode of 
procedure, we should then know what loss 
we have actually made. That amount 
could be placed to a suspense account, and 
from the profits of the Hail way depart
ment a sufficient sum should be set aside 
to provide a sinking fund, so that in suc
ceeding generations that loss would be 
wiped off. If that course were adopted, 
we would no longer have the yearly deficits 
of more or less amount, which have been 
with us so continuously that we ha.ve 
become apathetic as to \vhether the loss 
is greater 01' less one' year than anot.her. 
One year we arc told the loss is £350,000, 
and another £400,000. Once for ull, the 
Railway department should tell us what 
our loss is on the railways. That loss 
should be written off, and hencefol'\\'arcl we 
should insist that the managers of our 
rail ways must show a satisfactory return on 
the reduced capital value. There are a.lso 
large sums invested in irriga.tion se-hernes 
in various parts of the colony, which 
should be treated in the sarno fashion. 
Irrigation in Victoria has been entered 
upon fully a generation before its time, so 
far as the scale of operations is concerned, 
but, nevertheless, it is one of the safest 
projects the State has ever undertaken. 
On the present basis of valuation the cost 
of irrigation is too much for t.he people to 
successfnlly cope with; and with a view of 
assisting those who are now associated 
with irrigation enterprise, and to induce 
them to remain where they are now settled, 
the Government should, I think, be pre
pared to recognise those works at the 
present value they are to the people whom 
they benefit. That being done, the Govern
ment should insist upon a. prompt pa.y
ment of the interest due. In this way I 
believe people would be prevented from 
leaving those parts of the country where 
the taxation payable on account of irriga
tion works is more thali can be borne, 

Mr. Morrissey. 

and where the uncertainty as to the 
amount of taxation they will be subjected 
to is inducing lllany to desire to remove 
to other parts. With regard to the 
necessity for finding work for the sur
plus labour of the colony, the Govern
ment have already made strenuous efforts, 
and I am pleased that they have been 
particularly successful; but henceforth it is 
to be hoped that any works to be under
taken on behalf of the unemployed will be 
of an absolutely reproductive character. 
W11en labour begins to agitate for State 
assistance it often happens that particular 
individuals who may be interested in the 
construction of works in particular locali
ties league themselves with labour for the 
purpose of joining in the hue and cry 
that may be raised, and advocate the con
s.truction of works in places where they may 
have property or be otherwise interested. 
No consideration wha.tevershonld be givee 
to sm:h proposals.'Vhell labour agitates 
to be as~isted by the State, let the assist
ance be provided in the form of works 
carried ou t in portions of the colony where 
reproduction will ultimately ensue. At 
the present time we have vast undeveloped 
territories awaiting the construction of rail
ways into them. 'l'hese are the areas to 
which the State should address itself 
with a view of development, because the 
money so laid out will be reproductive. 
",Ve have had sufficient experience in the 
past to enable us in the future to avoid 
the pitfalls we have fallen into. It is also 
intended by the State to appoint concilia
tion boards, with a view to better effecting 
a reconciliation of the difficulties which 
freguentlyarise between capital and labour. 
'rhat is "a consummation devoutlv to be 
wished" by all of us. The estrangement 
that exists now-the breach between capital 
and labour-is becoming continually wider, 
and only by State - intervention can we 
be likely to bring about a reconciliation. 
I am in full sympathy with the labourer 
at the present day who views his position 
from a somewhat hopeless stand-point. 
He is coming to find his inalienable rights 
-or what. should be his inalienable rights 
-al ienated. I do not wish to speak in 
a sentimental sense. I speak merely of 
the sense in which I should view the 
situation were I ill the labourer's position. 
Through the accident of circumstances, and 
through being unfortunate enough to come 
into life a generation later than ,ve have, 
the labourer who is born into this country 
io-day finds that the same oppO~·tUllities 
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that would have been open to him formerly 
are not forthcoming now. He finds that 
that which would have been his heritage 
has been taken away from him, and that 
his only hope is to labour for a wage 
that is not remunerative, and not work 
enough available even at that. We 
also find that by improved machinery, 
which i~ coming into use in all industries, 
the path of the labourer is still further 
beset with difficulties, and all these things 
ill combination make his position really 
hopeless, and 111ake him more distrustful 
in the view he takes of capital. Capital, 
on the ot.her hand, is distrllstful of the 
labourer's position in regard to itself, and 
the breach is becoming widened in
stead of being lessened. It should be our 
endea,vour to join the hands of these two 
great elements in a country's greatness, 
with a view to the one being used for 
the benefit of the other. A true com
bination of forces will then have been 
obtained, and greater prosperity will be the 
result to the whole people. In conclusion: 
I may be permitted to express the earnest 
hope that the deliberat.ions of this Par
liament will be conducted by honorable 
members with a. single-minded desire to 
framing laws and pa,ssing measures neces
sary for the advancement of the oolony
measures ullwarped by prejudice and 
unbiased by factioll-measnres leavened 
with justice, with liberality, and with 
progl'essiven·ess. It is only in the pur
suance of that course t.hat we can hope to 
obtain and retain the confidence of the 
people; and at the same time, in doing 
that, we shall add to the dignity and 
act up to the traditions 0f our legislative 
institutions, and thereby shed a lustre on 
the personnel of this House, and confer a 
long tenure of stability and prosperity 
upon our people. 

Mr. TOUTCHER (who was also re
ceived with cheers) sa,id-Sir, in rising 
to second the address so ably and so 
eloquently moved by the honorable mem
ber for Rodney (Mr. Morrissey), I do 
so with a considerable amount of diffi
dence. That diffidence, however, is less
ened to some extent by the very encoutag
ing cheers which have greeted me on 
I'ising, and which indicate the ever kind 
indulgence extended to new members, or
because, strictly speaking, we are all new 
members of this Parliament-extended 
by older and more experienced politicians 
·to a new-comer amongst them, and es
pecially to one who is ende~:vouring to 

contribute his maiden effort to the delibera
tions of this House. Like my honorable 
friend who has just sat dowll, I recognise 
the great compliment which has been paid 
to myself, and a.lso to the constituency 
which I have the honour to Tepresent, by 
the Premier and his cvlleagues, in my being 
asked to-day to second the address in reply 
to the Governor's speech. But while one 
has natural timidity, still I am glad that I 
have to-day the duty of seconding the ad
dress, in order that I may warmly congratu
late the Government upon the excellence 
·of its work. I think the Government has 
the satisfaction of feeling that the country 
has acknowledged its financial abilit.y, its 
judicious economy, and its wise .adminis
tration; and the volume of the expression 
of the country'sappreciatioll is seen in 
a momeut by one glanco aronnd the· 
Ministerial benches which are occupied by 
honorable members OLl this side of the 
House. I am glad, sir, to fiud that allusioll 
has been made in the Governor's speeah 
to. the visit of the Premier to Engla1ld. 
There he did noble duty, not only with 
credit to himself, but with honour to our 
people. I believe, indeed I feel sure, that 
that J llbilee, that great gathering, mllst 
have impressed the whole of the people or 
Great Britain, and the people of the world, 
with un idea of the greatness and ullity 
of Britain; and that it will and must con
vey to onr kith and kin across the sea.s 
that our hearts beat in unison with theirs, 
and that we are inspired with all tlm1; 
noble and stimulating approciation of the 
past which forms the glory and greatlless 
and grandeur of Britain, which we are 
proud to claim as our country. Now, sir, 
the appeal has, so to speak, been made t.o 
Cresar, with the result that the Govern
ment meets this House with the cOllscious
ness of a renewal of the trust and confi
dence so long entertained by the people of 
Victoria in the present Ministry. rrheil' 
return with an increased ma,jori ty is a 
recognition by the people tha,t they have 
done great work, and that they have 
loyally obeyed the mandate of t.he country 
in squaring the State ledger, which is a 
very gratifying piece of work indeed. 
I am very pleased to find that not only 
have they succeeded in that particular 
work, but they have succeeded also in ena
bling the Treasurer to show at the end ot 
the financial year a, small but creditable 
surplus. I do trust that the Government 
will still pursue the lines they have laid 
down for their future guidance-that is to 
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say, a judicious economy in regard to the 
expenditure of public money. In regard 
to the Tariff, I am very glad to find that 
the country has indorsed the wise deter
mination of the Government to have no 
further interference with it at present. 
The free-traders, in regard to that issue, 
ha ve said "Let there be peace;" the pro
tectionists have replied" There is peace ;" 
and the country has now with no 
ullcertain voice said "There must be 
peace." I trust, sir, that the next 
revision of the Tariff will be by a 
Federal Parliament for Federated Aus
tralia. I was also very glad to hear a very 
elog uent reference made to the great agri
cultural, mining, and viticultural interests 
by my honorable friend the member for 
Rodney, and I trust that the Govemment 
will manifest the same intelligent interest 
in regard to the fuller development of our 
natural products and 0111' mineral areas in 
the future as they have done in the past. 
The great addition to our national wealth 
which may be brought about by a system 
of proper eneol.lragemellt has been fully 
dwelt upon by my honorable friend who 
has preceded me, who believes, as I do, 
that the Government which I have the 
honour to sit behind recognise this neces
sity. Indeed, 1. do not think that there 
should be nny difference of opinion amungst 
honorable members sitting on this side of 
tho Honse and those sitting opposite in 
regard to the necessity for doing all that 
can be done for the development of our 
natural products. I do not think it is 
necessary for me to make any further 
reference to this matter, with the exception 
of saying that I trust the Government will 
give some assistance to the vignerons in the 
direction, perhaps, of establishing a central 
wine cellar, or by some other practical 
means, in order that these people may 
be encouraged to remain upon the 
laud as producers of onr national wealth. 
I am also pleased to find in the 
Gove1'1lor's speech that reference has 
been made to the necessity for some 
measure to deal with the public service. 
It is a fact, sir, that to-day much discon
ter~t and dissatisfaction prevail in the 
public service among a great number of 
the employes. It is essential at all times, 
as much for the State as for a private e111-

. ployer, to expect from his senauts the 
best return for the money paid to them; 
and if mon feel that they are unj llstly 
treated, and are working under hardships, 
it is hardly possible for the State to get 

Mr. Toutcher. 

from them that good and loyal service which 
should be got, and which they would de
sire to render. If the Government wishes 
to see the State departments efficiently 
admini8tered, it is their duty to make a 
thorough investigation into the whole 
service, and, if there be any cause for dis
content, to remove it, and to place the ser
vice on a proper footing. If there is a board 
to be a.ppointed, I trust that the personnel 
of that board will be such as to inspire 
all public servants with the fullest con
fidence as to the ability, integrity, and 
the impartiality of the men who are going 
to undertake that important work, in the 
interests not only of the service but of the 
State. I would also like to fiay in this 
connexion that I trust that due regard 
will be paid to the claims of the rail
way men, in order t.hat they, being State 
servants, may have a proper recognition 
made of their position in the service. 
I trust that they will be recognised as 
public servants, and be 110 101lger treated 
in an unfair manner in comparison with 
other members of the public service. I am 
very glad also to observe that the first 
measure which the Government intend to 
bring under the consideration of this 
House is a measure to de~tl with the public 
charities. As the honorable member who 
has preceded me has said, this is a most 
important matter. To my mind, it is one 
of the most important matters awaiting the 
consideration of this House. It is a we11-
known fact that the present svstem is 
decidedly incomplete and unsatisfactory. 
The revenue of these charitable institutions 
is at present. an unknown and uncertain 
quantity, and it must be apparent that a 
better syst.em of dealing with the charities 
and of raising revenue can and should be 
brought into being. I trust that it will 
be brought about in the direction of touch
ing those people who always close their 
purses to charity's appeal, and that it will 
be also a system which \\'iJ1 have the effect 
of compelling well-to-do people to take 
care of their destitute relatives. Thatold 
philosopher, Samuel Johnson, has said that 
a proper provisioll for the poor is the 
tnttest test of a nation's oivilization. If 
that be so, I fear that if the test were 
applied to us at the present time we 
should ill sustain it, because, nnfortunately, 
poverty has been regarded as a crime 
amongst us for a considerable time past, 
and we find that nul' aged destitute are 
sent to gaols, there to live amongst crimi
nals, simply because they are poor. Now, 
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this is a shocking state of things, and 
something must be done to remedy it. 
Some credit is undoubtedly due to this 
Government for having partially tried to 
remove the state of things to which I have 
referred by making provision for aged 
and dest.itute people at the Bendigo Bene
volent Asylum. But a new and effi
cient system will have to be adopted if 
we are to treat these people in a fitting 
and considerate manner. "Ve often say, 
especially those of us who are Australian 
natives, how much we are indebted to the 
pioneers who have built up this great 
country; and I do say that it is the duty 
of every Australian native in this House 
to spare no effort in bringing about a mea
sure that will recognise the great work 
these men and women have done, many of 
whom to·day are, through no fault of their 
own\ fallen upon times of adversity and 
misfortuno. A great question which I am 
also glad to observe-and I think every 
honorable member is pleased to observe
in the Govel'llor's speech, is a reference 
to Australian federation. I am very 
glad indeed to have this opportunity, 
speaking as a public man, of thanking 
the Government, and of thanking Parlia
ment, for the great work they have done 
in connexion with this subject. This Go
vernment, in common with the other 
Australian Governments, h.a ve made the 
questioll a people's question. As the result 
of that popular movement all the unifying 
and solidifying forces are at work, and to
day, before our very eyes, a nation is being 
gradually but surely brought into being. 
When we consider that our local Parlia
ments are jealous of their rights and 
privileges-and properly so-and that they 
have in a measure abdicated their func
tions in favour of a National Parliament, 
charged with the consideration of this 
great measure in all its bearings, we are 
brought face to face with the momentum 
of an Australian patriotism behind the 
federal cause; and no hand, save the inter
position of a mightier hand than a human 
one, can stop the onward march to Austra
lian unity. In Mareh last the Federal 
Convention met at Adelaide. There, I 
regret to say-speaking as an Australian 
native-that the federal spirit was not 
too conspicuous. But whether it was 
owing to the visit, of the Premiers to 
England or not, I think that there was a 
marked contrast between the meeting held 
in Sydney and that held in Adelaide. 
There was a much stronger manifestation 

of this federal spirit in Sydney, and I 
trus t that \V hen the Con veu tion re-assem b les 
in Melbourne, in Ja.nuary next, Victoria 
will be able to crown the work commenced 
at Adelaide, and continued ill Sydney. 
It is not for me to enter into any con
sideration of details, but I earnestly trust 
that when t.he Convention meets ill Mel
bourne the delegates will aot in that spirit 
of compromise which alone can bring about 
the union we all desiIe. I trust that they 
will recognise that the large and the small 
states have their rights, which are equally 
entitled to cOllsideration, and that it will 
be recognised also that the large sta.tes of 
to-day may be the small states of to
morrow. When the Constitution which the 
COllvention has to frame is presented to 
the people it will, of course, be impossible 
for every elector to find perfect agreement 
upon every point of his political faith; but 
so long as essential principles are recog
nised and conserved in the intere8ts of the 
people, I have the fullest donfiden~e in 
those statesmen who a,re going to frame the 
Constitution, or rather are going to put the 
finishing touches upon the Constitution; 
and I trust that during .the existence of 
this present Government they will be able 
to pu t tho coping stone on the national 
edifice, reared upon foundations so well 
and truly laid. Sir, I thank honorable 
members for the attention with which they 
have listened to me. 

Mr. HANCOCK moved the adjournment 
of the debate. 

Mr. HAMILTON seconded the motion, 
which was agreed to. 

Sir GEORGE 'l'UB.NEB. moved that the 
House, at its rising, adjourn until the fol
lowing day at three o'clock. 

Sir JOHN McIN'rYB.E stated that he 
trusted that the Premier would agree 
to the House meeting at half·past four 
o'clock on the following day. He hoped 
that they would not begin again in this 
Parliament the system of breaking into 
the day by meeting at half-past three. 
He would also remind the right honorable 
gentleman that 011 the following day hon
Ql'able members desired to accept the invi
tation which had been offered to them to 
visit the Zoological-gardens, and therefore 
half-past three o'clock would be an incon
venient time. 

Sir GEORGE TURNER said that he 
had overlooked for the moment the fact 
that honorable members had been invited 
to visit the Zoologioal-gardens on the 
following day. He did not desire to debar 
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honorable members from seeing their 
"friends" ; but, while he would consent to 
the House meeting at half-past four on 
the following day, he desired to intimate 
that he intended to move subsequently 
that the time of meeting on vVednesdays 
and Thursdays be half.past three o'clock. 
He begged to move that the House at its 
rising, adjourn until the following day at 
half-past four. 

The motion was agreed to. 
.The House adjourned at tweuty-five 

tnmutes past five o'clock, until half-past 
foul' o'clock p.m. next day. 

LEGISLATIVE _A.SSEMBLY. 
Wednesday, October 27, 1897. 

Joseph Hall-Land Board at Birchip-Residence Areas
~21ld Section Holdings-Horse and Forage,Allowance 
to Foresters-Elections and Qualifications Committee 
-Governor's' Speech: Address in Heply-Bills read 
a First Time-Adjournment;. 

The SPEAKER took the chair at half
past fOllr o'clock p.m. 

JOSEPH HALL. 

Mr. STYLES asked the Minister of 
Railways if he would lay on the table of 
the Library all papers and documents 
relating to the case of Joseph Hall? 

Mr. H. R. vVILLIAMS.-'rhe docu
ments referred to are 'original documents, 
and it is very inadvisable, I think, to place 
them on the table of the Library. 

Mr. MUHRAY.-Could you not place 
copies on the Li brary table ~ 

Mr. H. R. ·WILLIAMS.-The papers are 
very voluminous, and it would require a 
considerable amount of time to copy them. 
The honorable member for Williamstown, 
however, can have full access to the docu
ments if he comes to the department. I 
have them in my own room, and he can 
see them there. 

Mr. STYLEs.-I suppose other members 
can also see them ~ 

Mr. H. R. vVILLIAMS.-Yes, any mem
ber who wishes can see the documents at 
any time. 

LAND BOARD AT BmCHIP. 

Mr. GRAHAM asked the Minister of 
Lands the following questions:-

"1. If his attention has been called to the 
fact that a number of farmers and other in
tending selectors were summoned by the Lauds 

department to attend a land board at Birchip 
last month, ancl that, after having travelled 
some hundreds of miles at great expense to get 
a chance in the ballot, they were refused the 
opportunity? 

"2. Why were these men not told by letter 
they were not eligible to compete for the land? 

"3 .. Will he reimburse their actual expenses 
of the Journey and refund the application fee? " 

He remarked that at the recent land board 
at Birchip a very large number of farmers 
from different parts of the colony were 
very badly treated. rrhey were invited by 
notice in the Gove?'nment Gazette and by 
ad vertisements in the local newspapers to 
apply for land. They applied in the usual 
way, and on the application forms they 
stated whether they were already owners 
01' occupiers of land, so that the depart. 
ment knew exactly what land every appli
cant held. Instead, however, of the de
partment notifying existing land-holders 
not to come to the board it invited them 
to appear, and theu they were told that 
because they had already selected their 
applications would not be entertained. 
'rhey were turned adrift, and the land 
given to others. He thought that these 
applicants ought at least to have received 
notice by letter not to attend the board, 
because others were considered to have a 
preferential claim. In his opinion, the 
Minister should see that the applicant.s got 
at least the expenses they incurred in being 
called before the board. 

Mr. LANGDON stated that during his 
election tour his attention was called to 
this matter three or four times. He had 
addressed a letter on the subject to the 
Minister of Lands, and if the Minist.er 
could answer the statements in that letter 
when replying to the quest.ion of the hon
orable member for Numurkah the whole 
mat.ter would be made clear. 

Mr. BEST.-I think that some of the 
comments which have been made with 
reference to the Birchip Land Board ha~e 
hardly been fair. It is only to be sup
posed, when there are only 140 allot
ments, and some 900 applicants, for those 
allotments, that there will be a number of 
dissatisfied applicants. Now, in the first 
place, I took great care in regard to this 
matter. I sent the Secretary for Lands 
himself and three other experienced officers 
up to Birchip for the purpose of dealing 
with the matter, because I was aware that 
thel:~e were a very largo number of appli
cations. I may point out that those who 
llave previously selected are not ineligible; 
on thecontral'Y"they have the right, under 
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ordinary circumstances, to make a selec
tion in the mallee quite irrespective of 
otller holdings. But what my honorable 
friends have failed to remember is that 
out of the 900 applicants there may have 
been 700 or 800 who really were most 
eligible applicants, and the 318 who were 
ultimately sent to the ballot had all the 
merits of those who were not s~nt to the 
b:111ot, together with--

Mr. GRAHAM.-rrhat is not cotrect. I 
can give plenty of cases ill which that 
statement is incorrect. 

Mr. BEST.-The honorable member 
says that what I have stated is not correct. 
Fortunately, we had the evidence taken 
in writing, and that evidence is open to 
the honorable member's perusal. What I 
was about to explain was, that we ha<;l 
some 700 eligible applicants whose appli
cations were carefully examined, and the 
merits of those who were sent to the 
ballot were eq ual to the merits of those 
who were not sent to the ballot, with this 
additional merit 01' qualification-that they 
had not previously selected. The officers, 
in t.he exercise, as I believe, of a wise 
discretion, thought that the merits being 
equal those who had not previously 
selected should be granted the preference. 
rrhe honorable member for Korong has 
also referred t.o certain cases which he is 
informed have occnrred. He was told 
that those who were w0rking under the 
share system were declared to be ineligible. 
Now, that is totally incorrect. Men who 
were working under the share system were 
considered by the officers who had charge 
of the matter to be highly eligible, and a 
number of those men amongst others had 
their applications inserted in the ballot
box. 

Mr. GUAHAM.-""Vhy were the men who 
were refused 110t told by letter that they 
were not eligible to compete for the land 
instead of being dragged before the land 
board ~ 

Mr. BEST.-Jt was quite impossible to 
follow the course the honorable member 
suggests. It is true that those applicants 
appeared on their applications as following 
certain occupations; but it is only by 
careful personal examination of men with 
regard to their experience as farmers, and as 
to their means and other qualifications, that 
the officers of the department are able to 
come to a rea::3onable decision. It would 
have been very unfair to have written 
such letters as the honorable member has 
suggested, because, it 'was ,not really 

known until the men w'ere actually before 
the board that those who had previously 
selected land would Bot be sent to the 
ballot. 

Mr. AUS'l'IN.-'Vhy were papers sent to 
them telling tlll-lm that if they were suc
cessful at the ballot they would be allowed 
to select ~ Such letters were sent to my 
constituents. 

Mr. BEST.-I have already explained 
that men who have made previons selec
tions are entitled to send in applications,' 
and have a right to be considered and 
dealt with, as these men actually were. 

Mr. Aus'l'IN.-rrhey were not considered 
at all, because they were told at once to 
stand aside. 

The SPEAKER-I am afraid the 
Minister of Lands is more lengthy in his 
reply than is necessary. 

Mr. BEST.-rL'he question is a very im
portant one, find I was asked to give an 
expla,na'tion on the subject. • M'y reply is 
that those who had previously selected, 
land were not disqualified, and it WfiS only 
when they came on the ground thu,t the 
board were able to come to a determina
tion on the matter. Under the circum
stances, it is quite impossible to hold out 
any hope that there will be either a return 
of the application fees or a, reimbursement 
of the expenses incurred by any appli
cants. 

MI'. Aus'l'lN.-It is receiving money 
Hnder false pretences by the department. 

RESIDENCE AREAS. 

:Mr. BAILES asked the Minister of 
Lanas the following questions:-

"1. Is he aware that the La.nds department 
is refusing to allow holders of residence areas 
who have purchased such areas from persons 
who have been registered for such ureas for 
more than two and a half years to purchase 
such areas under section 36 of the Mines Act 
1890 ? 

"2. Is he also aware that cla.use 19 of section 
9 of tho Sandhurst Mining By -laws, which have 
been certified. to as not being contrary to law by 
the Attorney-General and Solicitor-Geneml, 
distinctly sets forth-' Any person acquiring a 
residence area by transfer and desirous of pur
chasing the same from the Crown in accordance 
with section 36 of the Mines Act 1890 shall be 
entitled to all the privileges of the transferror, 
so far as the title of the latter was continuous 
and without a lapse' ? 

"3. Will he take the necessary steps to have 
the practice that has hitherto been observed in 
accordance with the by-law reverted to?" 

He observed that until very recently it 
was the practice of the department to 
regard the holder of a residence area as 
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having a right to purchase, even though 
he had not been in occupation himself for 
two and a half years, providing that the 
man from whom he had purchased the 
residence area had been in occnpation for 
that time. This practice, however, had 
now been upset. 

Mr. BEST.-In this matter the Lands 
department is acting on the advice of the 
Crown Law department. As to the second 
question, I have forwarded the by-law re
ferred to to the Crown Law department, 
and asked them to fully consider it.. On 
the receipt of the opinion of the Crown 
Law department I shall be happy to reo 
consider the question. 

32ND SECTION HOLDINGS. 

Mr. CRAVEN asked the Minister of 
Lands if he would give some indication of 
what he purposed to do with regard to 
32nd sectioi'l holdings in the proposed 
Land Bill, as the holders of these blocks 
were suffering considerable loss, being kept 
in a state of suspense, as they did not 
know whether to stock their holdings or 
improve them ~ He said he would be glad 
if the Minister could see his way to give 
some definite reply to this question, 
because the holders of 32nd section blocks 
throughout the north-eastern portion of 
the colony were very anxiolls to know 
whether they were likely to be al10wed to 
continue in future as holders of the same 
blocks. One year's extension of the leases 
had been granted, and they were now in a 
state of suspense. They were afraid to 
expend more labour or money in improwing 
their blocks, and they were also afraid to 
stock up, as they did not know what 
might be done at the end of the period of 
extension. 

Mr. BEST.-In order to relieve the 
urgency of dealing with this matter I 
agreed to an extension of these leases for 
twelve months. I can also give the hOllor
able member an assurance that a Laud 
Bill will be OIlO of the first measures intro
duced lle:I:t s~ssion, but until then it will 
be quite impossible to come to any deter
mination on the subject. 

HORSE AND FORAGE ALLOWANCE 
TO FORESTERS. 

Mr. McCOLL asked the Minist~r of 
Lands if the horse and forage allowance 
to the foresters, reinstatement of which 
was promised about four months since, 
had been paid ? 

Mr. BES1\-The Public Service Board 
have not seen their way yet to grant the 
necessary certificate to enable this money 
to be paid. The board desire further 
information on the subject, but I can 
assure the honorable member that the 
matter is not being overlooked, and as 
soon as the board issue a certificate the 
money will be paid. 

ELECTIONS AND QUALIFICATIONS 
COMMITTEE. 

The SPEAKER laid on the table his 
Wal'rallt appointing Mr. Beazley, Mr. Ben
nett, Mr. Burton, Mr. Cameron, Mr. A. 
Harris, Mr. Moule, and Mr. Murray Smith 
as the Committee of Elections and Qualifi
cations. 

THE STEAMER "GEM." 
Mr. BEST, in compliance with an order 

of the House (dated August 25), pre
sented a return relative to the subsidy 
paid to the steamer Gern by the Railway 
department. 

'rHE GOVERNOR'S SPEECH. 
ADDRESS IN REPLY. 

The debate (adjourned from the pre
vious day) was resumed on Mr. Morrissey's 
mation for the presentation of an address 
in reply to the Governor's speech. 

Mr. HANCOCK.-Mr. Speaker, I re
gret extremely that the duty of moving 
the adjournment of the debate on this 
motion should have devolved upon me. I 
have al \vays looked upon the motion for 
adopting the address in reply to the Go
veruor's speech as affording an opportunity 
for the expression of opinion on both sides 
of the House on the Goverillnent policy. 
There seems to have been some potent 
power behind the scenes that has induced 
one portion of the House to refrain from 
discussing the Ministerial policy. I do 
not know whether that can be taken as a 
compliment to the Govenlment, as a com
pliment to their policy, or even as an 
admission of the fact that there is no 
policy at all. I think, however, that 
things have occurred since this House last 
lllet regarding which it would be unwise 
if there were not an expression of opinion 
in the House with respect to whether the 
same policy should be pursued in the 
future. I allude especially to the attempt 
at press' domination and press tyranny. 
I am quite prepared to admit that the 
press properly conducted should be a 
powerful factor in the dissemination of 
news, and even for the dissemination of 
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intelligence in the community. But when 
we find the press arrogating to itself an 
unwarranted power; when we find it 
denouncing, misrepresenting, censuring, 
and black guarding certain public men, I say 
it is time that this House should express 
its opillion upon such conduct. The 
public policy of the Government, it has 
been openly stated, has been simply placed 
in the power of the press. There has been 
such a large llumber of wonderful coinci
dences in which the Govem,ment and the 
press have thought the same way at 
exactly the psychological moment, that 
it is prct.ty well time we asked for and got 
a statement from the press that they have 
no desire to dictate, or, at any rate, if they 
have that they will dictate on the floor of 
this House, and not through the columns 
of any newspaper. vVe find that, following 
on the statement made by the Premier 
that he intended to ask the people in 
October to send him supporters of no 
uncertain character, advantag"e was taken 
of this utterance by the press, or one 
section of the press, to make it mean that 
certain gentlemen were to be driven into 
private life; and the most unscrupulous 
tactics were adopted to try and coerce the 
people of the colony to shut those gentle
men out of public life. I am glad to say 
that the effect of those efforts in the 
majority of cases has been that the men 
who \vere thus attacked have been 
placed on a higher pinnacle than they 
ever occupied before, and the newspaper 
which tried to do this thing is now simply 
looked upon as a by-word and a reproach. 
I say that until we have a daily Hansanl, 
or until we have something which contains 
a faithful report of our utterances, we shall 
al W~LyS be placed in an unfair position as 
regards these cowardly opponents. 'Why, 
sir, one gentleman was accused of the ter
rible offence of inviting municipal council
lot's to his house to dinner, and this was 
placed among the electiolleering news. 
rrhe journalism of Tennessee or of Eatan
swill never descended so low as that. We 
have gentlemen in this House whose con
duct has been open to public criticism, 
aud who have never avoided that criticism 
-men who have ever been ready to defend 
themselves and their conduct, as well as 
the conduct of the Ministry of a former day, 
who appointed them to certain positions. 
Yet a newspaper has placed before the 
people as a political job what was a legiti
mate transaction, and recognised as such 
by members on both sides of the House. 

I submit that we must protest against 
this kind of thing. Personally, I have 
never minded saying what I thought 
of the paper in question. I reckon any 
success I may have achieved in publil.l 
life has bel'n achieved through the abuse 
of that paper, and long shall I court its 
abuse. But I would point ont that the 
coincidences between the action of the Go
vernment and the dictation of that paper 
are very striking, and they are noticed. 
I will give some illustrations of this. The 
Government introduced a Bill provi.ding 
for a State Bank, and the Premier made 
one of the most eloquent speeches on the 
subject t.hat ever I heard in this House. 
That speech was considered so good that 
it was printed, and scattered north, south, 
east, and west. However, a series of 
articles appeared saying that thil'l was not 
the right time to bring forward such a 
proposal. Now, was that the voice of Sir 
George (then Mr.) Turner, or was it the 
voice of an unknown scribbled However 
that may be, the State Bank proposal was 
dropped, never to be heard 0f again. The 
same thing happened with regard to the 
tax on unimproved land values. The 
press said it was no time for a conflict 
between the Houses, and the consequence 
was that this proposal was also dropped. 
This was the policy of the Government, and 
curious to say it was also the policy of the 
Age newspaper. Everything tha,t has been 
said and done by this newspaper right 
through, even to the expenditure of the 
£2,000 for sending home a rifle team, and 
the theatrical refusal of a title by the 
proprietor of the Age, is equally character
istic of this discredited newspaper. The 
present Government, I believe, 'is one 
of the best Governments that we have 
eyer known, but I want them to throw off 
the domination of the Age, and to say
"rfhis is our policy, and we will not be 
dictated to." Honorable members can see 
themsel ves that there is now a general 
revolt against the Age. There is nothing 
too mean, too paltry, or too unscrupulous 
for the Age to make use of to discredit a 
political opponent. The last dying kick 
of Ananias I got on the morning of the 
election, \V hen the Age said that I admitted 
I was all Orangeman. Whether I am an 
Orangeman 01' not has nothing to do with 
the matter~ but I believe that if the Age 
had been given sufficient time their special 
correspondent in Pekin would have made 
me a Chinaman. These are the tactics 
against which I succeeded in returning to 
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this House, and similar t.actics were used 
against other honorable members, whom I 
arn pleased to sec here, nlthollgh I differ 
from them in politics. In fact, owing to 
the way they were attacked by the Age, I 
am as pleased to see th'em in the House 
as I would be if they belonged to my own 
cornel', because their return means that 
t he people have risen to the occasion and 
declal'ecl that they will not be dominated:,; 
by a rag of this description. I was told this 
morning by the A,qe-I read it by accident; 
because honorable members may depend 
npon it that T do not buy it-that. they 
expected me to give some" weighty words" 
this evening. It seems it was all arranged, 
cut amI dried, that the address in reply 
was to be adopted last night, and that not 
a word was to be said, but we were all to 
li"e happy and comfortahle over the "Onp." 
But I have a few words to say, and 1. 
sincerely hope other members have also a 
few words to say. I was supposed to have 
stated t.hat I won ki go in to opposition, 
hut I never did make any snch statement; 
indeed, the mere fact of the Age havillg 
said that I made snch a statement should 
1e q nite enough to render it certain tha t 
I had not done so. 'fhis poison is placed 
before the people every morniug, and men 
are snbjected to "persistent persecut.ion. 
'Whether it bo Speight, Gillies, or Han
cock, the same cowardly tactics are 
adopted, and' I want to have pla~ecl on 
record in lIansard my protest againt the 
A.r;e. 'rhey won't pnt it in their OW11 
columns, and perhaps there is a certain 
esprit de corps which will prevellt some 
other newspapers from reporting what I 
have said. I hope, however, honorable 
members will grasp the nettle. This kind 
of thing does not exist in any othor part 
of the world. There is 110 such thing ;-lS 

press domination in Englanel. The LOll
don newspapers, strong and excellent as 
they are, would not descend to.snch dirty 
tact.ics as are llsed by the Age. This 
is due simply to the fact that here 
the Age has a monopoly-snch a mono
poly as you will not find anywhere else. 
H you try to start a newspaper the cable 
service is in tho hands of these few 
people, and they hold your destinies in the 
hollow of their hands. There must be a 
protest against this kind of thing. No\v 
that I have got rid of those "weigbty 
words," I wish simply to address myself 
hriefly to the address in reply t9 His 
Exceilency's speech. Before coming to 
that, subject, however, I may say that it 

Mr. Hancock. 
'" 

would be a very ungraceful thing if some~ 
body, either a member of the Government, 
a member of the Opposition, 01' some in. 
significant member of the House, did not 
express gratification 'at the accession of 
strength we have received in the two hOI'I
orable members who proposed and seconded 
the address in reply. 'While we are always 
prepared to give com;ideratioll and atten
tion to a llew member, I think we nltlst all 
recognise that when we find two gentlemen 
coming out with the proper dernocratic 
ring, as those honorable members did, we 
have reason to cOllgratula.te onrselves on 
their presence in this Chamber. The 
policy of the Govermuent, so far as 
they have exhibited it, I believe in, 
with one exception. I wish to ask 
the Premier whether we have arrived 
at such a. state of prosperity that we 
can afford to reduce the income tax r 
I want to know whether everv act of re
stitution has been performed ( I want to 
ask whether those public servants who have 
been compelled to bear more than their fail' 
share of the system of retrenchment are to 
have anything placed back to their credit 
before the Government attempt to reduce 
taxation? rrhe income tax I was born to ; 
I took it in with my mother's milk. I 
love the income tax. I have alwa.ys been 
placed in such a positioll that I have had 
to pay very little of it. But at the same 
time I never heard of a man in my life 
who was not quite prepared to pay income 
tax 011 £ 1 00, 000 or £200,000 a year. 'fhe 
income tax is a tax according to your 
means, and it is the very last tax that 
should be reduced, unless we are in that 
happy condition that we have met all our 
liabilities, and that we can perform all 
acts of restitution which we ought to per
form. vVe ought not to reduce the in
come tax unless we can turn round, and 

""Look the whole world in the face, 
For we owe not any man." 

vVhen we achieve that position, then we 
can reduce the income tax. Possibly 
the Premier, in the course of his travels, 
may have got a few tricks up his 
sleeve, but it is highly probable that 
the honorable member for TOOl'ak has got. 
the bigger bag. I want to know what is 
going to be done in the direction of re
storing municipal subsidies, of restoring 
charitable grants, of restoring educational 
grants, and of increasing the grants to 
develop the resonrces of the country, ill 
cOllnexion with which we are so disgrace
fully behind ~ rrhe Premier came to the 
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House three years ago with a pitiful tR.le 
of the way in which the revenue was 
diminishing, and the expenditure increa$
ing. vVe sympathized with him and his 
Government, and helped him in the tas1;: 
which he had to perform. We have always 
assisted the Government-both sides of 
the House have assisted them in that 
matter. I have had to protest, and mem
bers of my party have had to protest, time 
after timc, about the unfair way in which 
retrenchment has been carried out; but I 
am not narrow-minded enough to blame the 
Premier. In any wholesale scheme of re
trenchment there must be some mistakes; 
and I will say this, that when mistakes 
were placed fairly and squarely before the 
Premier, he was the first to remedy 
them. But I will give one illustration 
of cases of injustice which have not been 
remedied. Eighteen months ago I appealed 
to the Chief Secretary and to the Premier 
with regard to some junior warders. Their 
position is simply a terrible one. The 
Chief Secretary admitted the justice of the 
clairn, thanked me for the way I explained 
it, and, with the Premier, promised that 
thoso warders shonld be placed in a better 
position. 

Dr. MALONEy.-Al'e they? 
Mr. HANCOCK.-No, they are not 

placed in a better position; they have had 
nothing whatever done to better their posi
tion since that time, although I myself, 
and the then members for East Bourke 
Boroughs-Sir Graham Berry and Mr. 
Cook-persistently urged their claims 
before the Chief Secretary. rrhat is sim
ply one illustration. Then there are the 
increments of the railway servants. 
They were supposed to be paid from tho 
1st July last. They have not been re
ceived. And yet we are told there is to be 
no more taxation, in fact, that the Govern
ment intend to reduce the income tax. In 
what direction will the reduction be? 
·Will it be to lighten the burden of the 
rich and the well-paid man or to lighten 
the burden of the poorman? Honorable 
members can pretty well guess which. I do 
hope that onr Premier will be able to place 
arguments of such a character before t.his 
Honse that we shall be able to support 
his policy unanimolli;ily. I speak in no 
captious spirit. I want to follo\v a Go
vernment that. carries ont its promises. 
vVhen the policy of the Turner Govern
ment was expounded three years ago I 
believed in every plank of' it, but I did 
l~ot. want to seE) a policy of magnificent 

ad vances turned into--well, I will not 
call them "masterly" retreats. W·e want a 
reform of the Legislative Council. vVhat 
chance is t·hel'e of getting it ~ When the 
Premier attempted to get a land tax 
passed, it was rejected by the Legislative 
Council, and he has not asked them to 
agree to it again. Members, no doubt, 
watched the position which the Govern
ment of New South 'Vales took np with 
regard to tL simihr tax. They watehccl 
the bllll-d,)g tenaeity with which the 
Premier of New Sonth vVnJes-whose only 
fault is that, like my honorable friend the 
member for Hawthol'll, he is a free
trader-stuck to this tax, and compelled 
the Legislati ve Council to pass the 
measure. 

Mr. TRENWrL'H.-·But he had a weapon 
which we have not. 

Mr. HAN·COCK.-Then we must create 
a weapon. Are we to sit down quietly 
until the end of time? No, sir, I say 
tha,t a Govtll'11l11ent with 65 adherents, 
solid adherents ~-

Mr. HIGGINS.-Very solid! 
Mr. HANCOCK.-Yes, solid, as long as 

the Government carry out their pledges, 
and with an Opposition that I do not think 
will be very earnest- --

Mr. 'I'. SlIn'l'H.-Or dangerous, 
Mr. HANCOCK.-I will not say that. 

You cannot tell how dangerous an Oppo
sition will be. That all depends upon this 
side. VVe had a chance qf securing legis
lation of the character to which I have 
referred, and I am deeply disappointed 
that this pa.rticular tax is not to be int.ro-

·dnced by the Government.. I say so, not 
because I want the money to be spent in 
Foot,scl'aY, 1101' do I want to bolster up 
any of those industries we have heard so 
mnch about. I waut to carry out the 
policy which was advocated last night 
by the honorable member for Rodney 
(Mr. :Morrissey)-thc policy of increasing 
our exports, and placing us in the 
proud position of being the greatest 
exporting conntry in the world for our 
si~e. I want to havu this money raised, 
and I \yant to sec inanglll'ated a policy of 
judicious expenditlll'e. 1 do not want to 
soe merely a policy of 8pending a miser
able £140,000 or £120,000-X forget 
which-to develop the whole of the mining 
reSionrces of this great col OilY, illclu:ding the 
clearing of t.racks and tho opening up of 
huge aurifer.ous areas. ~L'his sum of money 
is to be spent in three years. I feel in
clined to ask whether the Government can 
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spare it. We have districts in this COUll

try which, if we depended upon private 
enterprise alone, wonld nevcr be devcloped. 
What we want is a strong Government with 
a delermination to carry out works of this 
character, and you may depend UpOl} it that 
a policy of that kind would SOOll get us 
out of our difficulties. 'Ye have all the 
resources, and what is wanted is a spirited 
and not a cautious public works policy. 
·Wbat is "caution" 1 '-IVe only want the 
money to be spent where there is a reason
able prospect of it being reproductive. 
This corner has never ad vocated a salld
shifting policy, a policy of digging holes 
in order to fill them up again. We want 
money to be spent in developing the 
natnral resources of the colony, and we 
feel sure that public opinion when pro
perly educated will approve of a policy of 
that kind being carried onto I am dis
appointed at not being able to find refer
encemade to sucha policy in the programme 
of the Government. 'rhere is a, little item 
with regard to the settlement of the people 
upon the land, intimating that the policy 
recommended by the honorable member for 
Gippsland North some years ago, and re
jected by the Legislative Council, is to be 
pursued. That would possibly be a gain. 
It means that the Government should be 
instructed to buy up certain Jand, instead 
of placing people upon land under condi
tions which have been a by-word and a 
reproach. Now,. sir, I recognise that there 
are some difficulties in the way. I want 
to know how the Government are going to 
do it 1 As the other place opposed that 
policy previously, they will oppose it this 
time. Of course, if the Premier has some
thing" up his sleeve;' it will disarm my 
criticism a litt.le bit, but I have sufficient 
experience of another place to know that, 
in regard to everything where the rights 
of property have to be looked after, its 
members rarely change their policy except 
under pressure. That pressure at the pre
sent time is not likely to be used. We 
have the question of electoral reform 
brought before us. How mauy hOllorable 
members of this House have had the 
Purification of Rolls Act brought under 
their notice during the recent elections? 
With the exception perhaps of those mem
bers who have had a walk-over, there is not 
a single member of the House who is not 
aware of the urgency of that reform. I 
know t.hat the metropolitan members recog
nise as a standing disgrace the number of 
people who have been simply disfranchised 

Mr. Hancock. 

in consequence of the present state of the 
law. 

Mr. KENNEDY.-It is the same in the 
country. 

Mr. HANCOCK.-I have had many 
members for country constituencies saying 
the Selme thing t.o me. As we have a 
practical Ministry in power, and as the 
repeal of the Purification of Rolls Act has 
been promised to us, I should have thought 
that that would have been the first work 
which the House wouln have been asked 
to deal with. But instead of that we find 
that we are told that one of the first Bills 
w hieh the House will be asked to deal with 
will be a measure relating to the estates 
of deceased persons. Sir, we want to deal 
with live people. You will find sufficient 
astuteness already in the administration 
of the Act with regard to the estates of 
deceased persons. 'rhe Government gene
ralJy know how to deal with them. Let 
us, I say, deal with live people first of all. 
Let us have domestic reforms that are 
urgently needed. To my certain know
ledge, during the recent elections, over one 
hundred people came to me who were off 
the rolls when they should have been on, 
and manv were on who should have been 
off'. Th~ same sort of thing applies in all 
districts. I do not say t.hat this was an 
attempt OIl the part of the Government to 
disfranchise certain districts. The Purifi
cation of Rolls Act was put through in 
a great rush. It should have been the 
corollary to another measure that. was not 
allowed to become law-namely, a mea
snre providing for one man one vote. One 
passed in this House, and honorable mem
bers were told that one man one vote was 
to follow, and that there must be a Puri
fication of Rolls Act, i11 order that a 011e
man-one-vote Bill might be introduced 
But the Purification of Rolls Act was 
passed into law, and the other was not. 
Now we have a Government with such a 
tremendous majority at its back, are not 
these reforms, that have been demanded for 
years, and which this House has expected 
to be introduced time after time, such as 
should be entered upon at once 1 'fhese 
are errors of omission. I need not refer 
very mnch to the good work done in re
gard to factory legislation. I am prepared 
to admit that the Act recently passed 
is a considerable bit in advance of the 
legislat.ion of any other part of the 
world. But we want an extension of 
the principle. We are brought face to 
face with certain people who ask the 
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-q llestion-" \Vhy should others be pro
tected? why should a paternal Govern
ment come forward and defend them, and 
not ·defend us?" 1 am sure that this 
House, which has shown itself RO just and 
considerate to the claims of labour, will be 
ready to assist the Premier to carry out 
a work of that kind. The extension of the 
minimum rate of wage principle, and the 
better administration of t.he minimum 
rate of wage system, is demanded. If 
it is right to apply that principle to 011e 
class it is equally right to apply it to all, 
and it should be done. As it is, we are 
open to the reproach that only one class
one uampered class-in the State has re
cei vea such remedial legislatioll. I was 
in hopes that the Government would have 
carried out these reforms. 011ce more I 
say that my criticisms are not mtLde in 
any factiolls spirit. I only want the 
Government to carry out the promises 
that were made by the Premier at St. 
Kilda three years ago, and so eloquently 
defended in this House by himself and 
by the Attorney-Genen1.1. If this House 
feels that the country is satisfied, and 
that we are to go upon a rest-and-be
thankful policy; and if we are going to 
rest until such a time as federation spreads 
its beneficial efrec~s over the whole colony, 
you might as well keep back all reforms 
for the same renson-.even such a reform 
as reducing the income tax. I say that 
we must try and keep our own house in 
order. The best way to bring about the 
federation of the colonies is to try aud 
bring about an assimibtion of the laws of 
the colonies. The various fiscal policies 
are only oue instance of the variation that 
at present exists. rrhe value of the vote, 
the question of who is to have a vote, and 
the question of how we are to vote-these 
are questions upon which we should agree 
amongst ourselves as to whether there 
should be any difference between this 
colony and Sou th Australia or any where 
else. The policy of New Zealand has been 
qnestioned in this House. Charges have 
been made against the prosperity of New 
Zealand which have been refuted time 
after time. \Vhat is possible i1'1 New 
Zealand should be possible here. 'Vby 
should we drag behind? I feel perfectly 
sure that the Premier himself has no 
desire to drag bebind in these questions 
of reform. And if we would be a United 
Australia, it can only be by the people 
consenting; and if they have equal rights 
over all the colonies a lot of the small 
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object.ions that have cropped up at the 
Federal Conventioll will pl'o,'e to have 
disappeared. Some of the colonies place 
themselves in the position of small aris
tocracies, and say t.hat state rights must 
be defended under all circumstances. 
'l'hey claim that without the recognition 
of state rights there can be no federation. 
Sir, there will be no such thing as state 
rights under a proper Fedemtion. It is 
the rights of the people, the rights of the 
whole people, that bave to be recognised, 
and 110 such thing as a statej and as there 
is no such t.hing as a. state there ought. to 
be no such thing as 8tate rights. I was 
pleased to see the action taken by our 
delegates upon this questioll. I maintain 
that this is no time to pnsh off our own 
reforms. I am as much ill earnest as any 
one else in my desire to obtain a proper 
federation of these colonies, but I would 
look upon "federatioll at any price" as being 
the most unpatriotic action any states
man could join in. I look upon some of 
the measures promised by the Government 
as being absnllltely llecessary, but I do 
urge upon the Premier the necessity of 
trying to break off first of all with the old 
love before he starts with the now. The 
confidence of the members of this Houf)e 
was procured by promising certain legisla
tion. A few honorable members have 
come over frorn the opposi te side of the 
House to this side because those promises 
have not been kept. Snrely tho Premier 
owes an allegiant;e to the people who were 
his first supporters, and not to those 'who 
opposed his policy, and simply came across 
the fioDr when they found that the Go
vernment were not so anxious to bring 
about those reforms. I look upun it. that 
our duty at the present time is to look 
carefully into the condition of the colony. 
lYe may talk of things improving. If 
honorable members had my experience of 
the llumbc.rs of rieople coming up every 
morning and asking for work-people 
ready to work, and prepared to take what
ever work is offered to them-they would 
not be so certain about improvement. 
lV-bile you have these people idle instead 
of being wealth producers for the com
munity there must be "somethilig rotten 
in the state of Denmark." "Vhen the 
Premier has been spoken to with regard 
to the necessity of finding work, he has 
replied that he has been very busy. 
I will admit that he has been bllSY
too busy. There is a plank in our 
platform that it is necessary that there 
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should be a :Ministel' of Labour, not 
in order that some one may get a fat 
billet, as it would very likely be charitably 
supposed, but in order that the work of 
the l)remiel', the Minister of Rail ways, the 
:Minister of Mines, the :Minister of Lands, 
and .other Ministers may be confined to the 
propel' administration of their departments, 
whilst the regulation of labour ma,y be left 
in tho halldsof adepartrnent for the purpose. 
\Ve h[we plenty of precedents for taking 
that course. \Vhy has it not been adopted 
here 1 Surely it would be better that we 
should adopt that course. \Vhat could be 
worse than the present state of things? 
I have had to follow the Premier up to his 
own office with regard to the cases of work
men. 1 have had to follow the Minister 
of Lands from the Customs department to 
his own office on sirnilar business.·' rrhey 
say~" Yes, it is much to be deplored that 
there !Should be such a large number of 
people out of work, bnt we will get a report 
upon it." ·Why should thore be these de
lays? Yon are bound to have men who are 
hungry, idle, and angry while such is the 
case. I say that before you attempt to 
reduce the income tax tho Government 
should do something in the direction of 
establ~shil1g a departmOl}t of Labour, so 
that when work is to be given out it may 
be given out fairly, equitably, and justly. 
If that ",ere done I should consider that 
this Govornment would have placed itself 
upon the highest point to which they could 
possibly aspire. If something of that kind 
is not done, we shall have a repetition of 
those old ~cenes that have worried every 
Premierfol'manyycars past. Wehavelarge 
tracts of country lying idle, huge territories 
capable of producing sufficient wealth to 
get us out of all our difficulties lying idle, 
and men walking about the streets in a 
starving condition. To remedy this state 
or things should have been the policy of 
the Government. I hav'e announced mv 
intention of supporting any Goven1ll1cn"t 
that will carry out a policy of this descrip
tion, und that will support such measures 
~s I have indicated. If the Premier will 
carry out his original policy, he will find 
no warmer adherents than the members 
sittin~ in this comer. But if we consider 
that he is pursuing a, policy of a shifty 
character, he will certainly receive out' 
opposition. 

Sir BRYAN O'LOGHLEN. ~ Mr. 
Speaker, I desire to say a few words, 
but not ·to inflict upon the House a long 
speech. First of all, you will allow 

mo, sir, before I refer to matters under 
discussion, to congratllla,te yon upon hav
ing been appointed to the high position 
you now occupy, and to assure you that, as 
far as I am concerned, I shall give you the 
most warm and cordial and loyal support 
that any member can give to the Speaker. 
There is one question referred to in the 
Governor's address that is of very great 
importance. In fact, it is a question of 
the very greatest importance that has 
ever come up in Australia, and that is 
the question of federation. I know that 
some members are of opinion that I am 
opposed to federation. So far from that 
being the case, I am a warm and al'dent 
federationist; and I go further than some 
honorable members, because I support 
Imperial federation, to which we have not 
yet !-urned onr attention in this colony. 
But I desire to see the federation of the 
A.ustralian colonies established upon a 
propel' basis. I cannot sympathize with 
those honorable members who declare for 
"federation at any price." It is very easy 
optimism to ., let liS get federation, and if 
there is anything wrong with it we \"ill 
alter it afterwards." We all know that 
that policy in politics has led to the most 
disastrous results. "\Vhat I desire to do 
in reference to this matter is to enter my 
protest, not alone on behalf of myself, 
but on behalf of . a large number of 
people in various parts of the colo11Y,. 
alld engaged in various walks of life, 
with regard to some points in the Com
monwealth Bill, and to inform the House 
that these people :tre !lot satisfied with 
the Constitution as proposed by the Con
vention at its meetings ill .Adelaide and 
Sydney. There are many points in that 
Constitution \vhich render it unaccept
able, in my judgment, and in the judgment 
of many other of the people of Victoria, 
and the sooner that comes to be under
stood by the public generally the better 
for the settlement of the question of 
federation. Now I may refer, first 
of all, to the point in regard to equal 
representation ot the colonies in the 
Federal Senate. As far R,S I can 
Judge, the public opinion of i;,his colony
and I have addressed, I suppose, dozens of 
meetings upon the subject-is decidedly 
against the proposal, and ,Yon "'ill have 
the people of the colony upon that point 
alone saying emphatically "No" to the 
present Bill so far as it has been drafted 
by the Convention. I am not going to 
enter into the arguments PTO and con. 
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I only desire to let the House under
stand what I believe to be the general 
opinion of the electors (If this 'Colony. 
There arc many points of constitutional 
law in eonnexion with the proposed COll

stitution which are also objected to, such 
as amendment by way of suggestion of 
MOlley Bills by the Senate. 'But these 
points, which of course require more time 
than I have now to give to the discussion 
·of them, will have to be considered later 
on. I desire, however, to refer particularly 
to a commercial aspect, and that is in 
reference to the abolition of intercolonial 
protection. ~ow, there is a very strong 
feeling amongst t.hose engaged in all the 
productive interests of this country, 
whether agricultural, manufacturing, or 
mining, that if that change is to be 
brought about-which seems to be inevit
able-it should be brought about gradually 
and by stepR. Some honorable members 
may hold strong views with regard to this 
l} uestion, but there are thousandl:>of farmers 
who hold as strong views the other way. 
And the views that they hold upon this 
subject are that if these pl'otective duties 
have to be swept away, it must be clone so 
gradually that it shall not be done at any 
particular time, but in snch a way tha.t 
the farmers may have time to look about 
them in order to turn their land to other 
purposes. Honorable members may think 
that I am simply roferring to the questioll 
of the stock tcLX. I am not referring to 
the stock tax alone. I am referring to 
the protection given to a great number of 
farmers' productions all over the country. 
I know, for instance, that we have a sub
stantial protection on potatoes. I know that 
we hnse a s u bstan tial protEction on wheat, 
which we know will this year amonnt to a 
very substantial sum. "We have a' sub· 
stantial protection in regard to many other 
matters of production. If we turn to 
mining, we have a substantial subsidy 
given to coal mining, which has resulted 
in the success of the coal industry in Vic
toria" and that is the carriage of coal at a 
figure below what the railways are pre
pareel to charge for the carriage. But if 
these measures of protection are to be 
swept away, anel if intercolonial proteetion 
is to end, there ought to be some pro
vision in the Bill for having a period 
during which those benefits are to be 
elimini::;hed, and the protection grad ually ex· 
tinguished. If the farmers are t.o sacrifice 
the benefits they l'eceive under protection 
at the present time, they ~hould only do 

so during a. series of years. vVo have seen 
in a neighbouring colony the effect of 
the abolition of the sugar duties. We 
kllow what the result has beon to the 
farmers in the Hnnterdistrict, and what it 
is likely to be to the owners of land in the 
Hunter and neighbolll'ing districts. The 
farming opinion is very strong upon these 
points. No doubt a great many manufac
turing industries will also be affected. It 
must necessarily be so if intercolollial free
trade is to be established. I t may be that 
intercolollial free·trade is necessary for the 
future prosperity of the whole of Austl"ttlia, 
but' at the same time yon should not de
stroy vested interests, but should give 
people time to look about th(~m ill order 
to make a change, whether in manufttetur
ing, or in farming, or in mining. Then, 
again, there has not been arrived at allY 
means of settling the di vi~ion of taxel::i-
what taxes are to be collected by the 
Federal Government; and there il:> n. vcr)' 
strong feeling (tbroad that if yon hand over 
customs ~tl1d excise at once this colony 
and others may find themselves in a very 
straitened financial condition. Fancy the 
Treasllrer coming down to this House 
and not being '-able to anllounce any
thing in the shape of It real Budget 1 
He would be able to give merely a hypo
thetical statement of what might be re
turned to him by the Federal Government. 
'rhiH would leave the whole matter in a state 
of uncertainty. 'Ve would never know how 
the colony stood; it would all be a question 
of conjecture. Now, there is no absolnte 
necessity in federation for any amalgama
tion of either the rnilways, the dcbt~, or 
the cnstoms and excise of the coloniel:>. 
r:Chat can all come in good time. Let lH:! 

secure a Central Government, and unite 
in regard to thol:>e matters about which 
we are a,ll agreed, such as for dcfellce pur~ 
poses. We are now attempting too much t 

and if we persevere on the lines on wLieh 
wo have started we shall find that the 
two grea,t colonies-the colonies that we 
want to federate-New South W<1.lel:> and 
Victoria, will refuse to accept the offered 
COllstitution. 'rhe majority of the people 
in each of those colonies will vote " No," 
and then federation wi1l receive a blow 
from which it may no~ recover for tell or 
twenty yearl:). Having l:egard to the 
utter impossibility of the minor colonics 
agreeing to what the larger colonjes 
reguire, it would be far better to leave the 
mattor [done and to start again on fresh. 
lines in two or three years. I lay these 



36 :Phe COVe1'JW1"S Speech. [ASSEMBLY. ] Adcl1'ess in Reply. 

Vle\\'S before the House. I dare say that 
to f1, great number of honorable members 
who are enthusiastic about federation and 
"its imrl1cdiate results they will not be 
,"Igl'ccnblc. 

~Ir. 'J'HEXWITH.-Th[\,t is not the qllCS
·tion. The question j's how they arise 011 

the address in reply? 
Sir BRYA~ O'LOGHLEN.-There is a, 

paragraph in the Governor's speech in 
,,,hich the hope is expressed that the high 

. qualities the members of the COll"vention 
have shown will enable them to overcome 
the numerous and serious difficulties of 
their task ::UJd to frame a Constitution that 
will prove acceptable to all the colonics, 
and to consummate the uuion so long and 
ardently desired. I am pointing ont that 
at. the present time the public opinion in 
Victoria--I am not going into the questioll 

·of public opinion in -New South 'Yalcs-is 
that the Constitution "'hich has been 
'framed will not he acceptable tv the 
<colonies. 'Vhile the colonies waut a 
propel' federat.ion and a propel' Constitution 
they do not want a Constitution which 
may be destrllctive to the future peace, 
the future happiness, and the futme good 
government of Anstrali~l. They desire a 
IConstitution that will raise Australia to a 
11igb vinnacle, that will give ns evcrything 
tIm: ~he most ardent Australian can dream 
·of and hope fOI·. I do not. know whether 
.many honorable rl.'lembers have read the 
large book which contains the reports of the 
Adelaide Convelltion. ~I.'hosc who have and 
<who have studied those report~ are aware 
of the "iews that were held by certain 
honorable lllembers of the Go;wention. 
Those vie\\'s were repeated again at Sydney. 
In some cases they have been supported 
by a majorit.y, and we can see that the 
smaller colonies .will make the accept.ance 
of those views a condition of federation. 
The Constitution which they \\'ish, lwd a 
part of which has already been agreed to 
by the Convention, \\'ould not, I say, be 
acceptable to a majority of the people of 
Victoria. I do not speak of the other 
colonies, althongh from certain things tha"t 
have occurred in New South 'Vales, the 
Constitutioll does not appeal' to be accept
able there. I know too little of New 
South 'Yales, however, to att.empt to form 
:an opinion on the subject. I can form 
.au opinion of what arc the views of the 
people of Yictoria, and I say that, as far 
;as 'the Convention have progressed, the 
'Constitution will not be acccptable to the 
people of Victoria. 

Mr. HAMILTON.-Mr. Speaker, I arn 
sure that honorable members are deeply 
grateful to the honorable mernber fur Port 
ii'airy for the words of wisdom and of 
solemn warning which have fallen from 
him regarding federation. 'Ve value 
what he has said, hut \\'e have heard 
nearly the \V h.ole of it before. 'Ve had a 
three months' debate in this HOllse upon 
the Federation Bill, and the questions 
that have been mentioned by the honor
able member received the fullest con
sideration. I refer particularly to the 
control of the railways, the enstoms, and 
other services by the Federal Govemment. 
I would point alit to the honorable mel11-
bel', with very great respect indeed, that 
each aw:l all of those poin ts did recei \'8 

careflll considenttion from hOl.lorable mem
bers. 'Whilst we were delighted to heal' 
his remarks, they were not llew to us. I 
do not ,,,ish to deal specially with the 
q uestioll of fcdoratioll, and I will only say, 
further, that the \\"ho10 of the people of 
Australi,t ric wed with vory great concern 
indeed the deliberations of the Federal 
Convention, and are looking forward 
anxiously to the time when tho Convention 
will me~t again. It is a fact that there 
are some proposals in the draft Constitu
tion that will not be acceptable to the 
people, or even to a majority of the 
people. At tho sarne time, I do not think 
that the question of t.he intercolonial 
dut.ies is going to be a bar to federation. 
I feel confident that when the people of 
Vict.oria, at any rate, are satisfied as to 
the merits of tIle Bill in giving large COll
stitutional privileges to the people t.hey 
will not allow the matter of the inter
colonial duties to stand in the way for one 
single Illomcnt., "Tith regard to the 
address in reply, I cannot help re-echoillg 
the sentim(~nts so eloquently expressed by 
the honorable member for Footscray. As 
far as I am concerned, I htl ve a feeling of 
keen disappointment" llOt only at the 
Governor's speech, but at the general 
character of the proposals that \\'ere 
put forward by the Premier at St. 
Kilda,. I would ask, with very great 
respect, whether t.his Parliament, after 
t.hree years' contin uous effort, is only to 
get. throngh the small number of measures 
that \\'ere mentioned in the speech at St. 
Kilda ~ "!hilst that speech aLounded with 
eloquence, and whilst it was, from a certain. 
stand-point, great, it was most disappoint
ing in what it promised in regard to the 
future. Since I have been a mernber of ,. 
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the House, I have seen more legislation 
put through in one session of Parliament 
than is proposed by the Government for the 
next three year:s. Leaving out franchise 
reform and the al teration of the electoral 
honnclal'ies, there is no question included 
in the programme of the Government that 
CLU1 be considered in the remotest sense 
as bcing a party qucst.ion at all. I do not 
wish to give honorable members the i01-
prm;sion that I deplore t.he fact that there 
are no party qne~tions ill the Gqvel'llment 
programme; but I do desire to point out 
thn.t. there are certain great questions that 
still heLVe to be settled by the people of 
this country, and that unt.il they are 
settled Ollr people cannot hope to enjoy 
that comfort· and prosperity whidl they 
have :1, right to expeet, aud which thr.y 
have so long been without. N ow, I will 
take the proposal of the Government to 
reduce the income tax. That is a matter 
about which I feel very strongly indeed. 
I admit, without any hesitation, that the 
prescnt. rates of income tax are too high. 
It is \vell known t.hat onr income tax is 
the heaviest in the world. 

:Mr. 'l'HE~WITI-I.--'l'hat does not make it 
too high. 

Mr. HA1HLTOX.-1 admit that, bllt 
T do think that the rate8 are exccssiH'. 
Still, althongh we have an excessive in
come tax, I would ask honorable members to 
consider the circumstn,nces uf the people 
who have to pay it. Nobody has to 
pay unless he has an income of at 
least £200 per annum. If he has an 
iucome or '£210, or £220, or £300 the 
am0l111t of' the tax he has to pay is very 
small il~cleed, and doeg not, and cannot, 
depl'i ve him of a single comfort or 
necessary of life. The amonnt paid sillce 
the impos:tion of the incOlne tax has beon 
about. £500,000-1 think mther less, but 
that is neal' enongh-and it has been paid 
by a class of people who luwo felt prac
tically no inconvenience from the impost, 
and who htwe not "been deprived by it 
of a comfort 01' in most cases of even C1 

luxlll'Y. Now, let llS take the other side 
of the picture, and compare with the 
figurefi I have given the receipts from the 
sugar and tea duties, which are paid by 
the poorer classes. 

nJ 1'. BUlreox. -'l'he rich pay these 
taxes also. 

:Mr. HA:\1TLTON. -The rich pay a 
very small proportion of them only. In 
tho first place, there are not many rich per
sons, and a large numberof them purchase 

their goods wholesale, and at wholesale 
rates. It is therefore filII' to say that 
almost the whole of the sugar and tea 
duties are paid by the working classes. 
Just before the close of the last session of 
Parliament I asked for a return from the 
Minister of Customs, which was given to 
me with great willingness, regarding tho 
sugar duties. Dming. the time the t:.~x 
has been imposed no less than £4,056,000 
has been paid by the poorer clnsses of the 
people. In 1893 the sugar duties were 
doubled, and since 1893 £1,056,000 have 
heen paid under this tax. I will no\\' take
tho tea duty. Last year it brought in 
£120,000. In other years it has re:llized 
a slightly smaller amount; out ne"er less· 
than £100,000. Those who pay income 
tax have contributed in three yelll'!,) about 
£500,000, whereas other classes of the
peol)le, who are llotoriously much WOl'se 
off, and SOlue of whom are extremely poor, 
have paid in sugar duties alone a sum of' 
£1,036,000. And yet the Government 
pr~)posu that the income tax shall be 
l'eclnced, whilst the other taxes are to be 
continued at their prersent rate. I told 
my constitnents that I was prepared to 
give the Government a general all-ronnd 
support, but that, unless the recluction 
of the income tax was coupled with t\,. 

reductioll of the taxes on the llecess:tries 
of life, I should certainly vote against 
the Government on that q uestioll. 1 11,111 

prepared to do so. ·While I feel tho 
greatest possible respect for all the mem
bers of the Government, and for the Go
vernment as a whole, T do think that 
proper consideration has not been gi von to' 
the question of reducing the income tax. 
The return!) from the income tax and from 
the taxes that arc paid by the work
ing classes have not been corn pared. If 
they had, the Government would novel' 
ha\~e proposed to reduce t\, tax which has 
not clone harm to anybody. T wm;; plp.ase(l 
to notice certain remarks that, were made
by two lICW members yesterday. The 
honomble member fOt· Rodney (1\11'. Mor
rissey) said in efIect that people who were 
born now into the werld fonnd that their 
common herita!2:e had been taken away 
from thern. Tile honorable member, u[ 

presume, referred to the fact that whil.~t 
all are born equal, numbers of pool)le fillet 
that praetical1y the \\'hole of the ~'lonrces 
of production have been monopolized, :.tnd 
tha.t therefore they have to pay the price 
of the monopoly 01' to starve. Sometimes 
they do both. I was pleased to hear these 
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words from a llew member of the House, 
because it seemed to me that there \Va's 
a trne democratic ring about them. The 
honorable member has apparently made 
himself closely acquainted with the 
great social problems which we all have 
to face, and he is prepared to face 
them. He did not propose any remedy 
for the evil to which he referred. It was 
not his plaee to do so. Then the honor
able member for Ararat spoke ill a similar 
strain. He deplored the fact that so many 
of our old people are forced into penury 
and poverty ill the declining years of their 
lives, and stated that it was a standing dis
grace that in a uew country like this the 
people should be brought to destitution 
and ruin, and left sometimes to die in the 
streets. J will take these two statements 
and compare them with one remark that 
was made by the Premier at St. Kilda. 
The hOllorable gentleman there spoke of 
the urgent uecessity of doing something 
to ameliorate the condition of the poor in 
this respect, and he also spoke of the great 
importance of opening up tho land to the 
peoplt', so that the sources of production 
might be brought withill their reach. 
Now, wh::tt is the remedy proposed by the 
Premier? It is that the Minister of Lands 
shall take trips to the mallee and try and 
find out some lal'ld that has lIot beell used, 
or some land that might be brought into 
use. Has the honorable gentleman for
gotten that three years ago, when he pro
posed the tax on the unimproved "alues of 
land, be mentioned the fact that that tax 
would have a, double effect-that it would 
first of all give a large revenue to the Go
vCl'l1ment, and then that it would open 
up [t large area of land which is now with
held from use, or is on ly half used? 
It is for these reasons that I am surprised 
l:\.ud ditmppointed at the pl'ogramrne of the 
Government generally. The two honor
able members I have llamed and the 
Premier are all convinced of the necessity 
of doing something. They are all fully 
aware of the bad conditions under which 
a large nnmber of our people are living, yet 
nothing appears to be proposed to alleviatp 
these conditions, with the exception of the 
Charities Bill. I shall say nothing about 
the Charities Bill now. '1'he1'e will be 
plenty of opport.nnities of doing that later 
on. But I do say that it is a matter of 
kecn disappointment to thousands . and 
tens of thousands of people throughout 
the COlllltrv that ot.her measures have not 
bcon promIsed, including the great reform 

Mr. Hamilton. 

in Ollr system of taxation, to which I have 
alluded. I hope that the Government will 
lose no time in dealing with the franchise. 
But whilst that is a reform that is urgently 
needed, I venture to say with very great 
respect that there are other questions that 
are equally important, and that ought to 
be attended to without any delay. Are 
our people: and the poorest of our people, 
to be compelled to pay the bulk of the t.axes 
of this country for all time, or are \\'e pre
pared to adopt a more scientific system and 
try to relieve those classes of the commu
nity who are already too badly off, much 
worse off than they deserve to be, seeing 
that they are all willing and anxious to 
work? I have heard it said in this House 
that legislation of the kind I have men
tioned would bring t.he country to ruin. 
It has been described as socialistic. It 
does not matter very much to me whether 
it is socialistic or not. I believe it to be 
good, and I would point out one striking 
fact to those who oppose this kind of legis
lation. Seven or eight years ago New 
Zealand was afflicted with a property tax. 
\Vhen the Ballance Governmen t came into 
pdwer, they swept that tax away. It was 
destroying capital, retarding industry, and 
injuring the labouring classes. The Bal
lance Goverument introduced a new sys
tem of taxation. During that seven years 
what has been the position of New Zea
land? Her finances have gradually crept 
up, her people are better off, and the posi
tion of the labouring classes is much in 
advance of what it was seven years ago. 
For years the finances of the colony 
showed a h<:!avy deficiency, but the other 
day Mr. Seddon made a statement. in 
which he showed a surplus of £320,000 
on the }'e~lr's transactions. 'Where is the 
disaster that was to come to New Zealand, 
alld th~~t was so confidently predicted by 
all the conservatives in N e\Y Zealand, alld 
by the conser\'atives and others in our own 
colony? There has been 110 disaster. The 
people of the colony. are better off than 
they were. 

Mr. TRENW1'l'H. - And hundreds who 
had left have gone back again since that 
policy was adopted, 

Mr. HAMILTON.-'rhat. is qnite true. 
Now, I would ask honorable ml;!mbers t.o 
compare the condition of New Zealand with 
thatof ourowncolony. I admit that we.Jmd 
a bad time after the collapse of the boom, 
but eyen that does not account for the 
heavy loss in our popnlatioll. It is true 
that th~ gold-fields of \Vestern Australia 
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bave been opened up, and that they have 
taken away large numbers of our miners, 
but it is also true that had the conditions 
of living been easier in Victoria mn.ny of 
the men who have left would have been 
with us to-day. Let honorable members 
look a.t the prices of the two articles that 
I have mentioned- tcaandsugar-and note 
the large increase that has been caused by 
the enormous duties. 'rhe duty on tea 
amounts to fully70 percent. Does not the 
high price of those articles make it harder 
for the average individ nal to live ~ Most 
assllredly it does. It destroys his pur
chasing power, and when a man's pur
chasing power is destroyed, others who are 
producing the commodities that be needs 
are thrown out of work, and general 
disn.ster is bound to eusue. It is not 
my intention to speak at any great 
length. I confess to a feeling of keen 
disappointment a.t the policy submitted 
by the Government. I thought from a 
cham!e remark that was made by the 
Premier-anel I do not know that it was 
a chance remark-some time ago, when he 
was delivering a Budget statement, that 
it would· be the policy of the Government 
to intronnco some of the proposa.1s that 
have been mentioned here this afternoon. 
Honorable members were interjecting 
when the honorable gentleman delivered 
the Budget statement to which I have 
referred, and reference was made to the 
tax on the unimproved values of land. 
The Premier then said that the Govern
ment were iu favour of thfl-t tax, but they 
thought that it ought to be coupled with 
a reduction of the duties on t.he necessaries. 
of life .. I took that as an illdioation of 
the intention of the Government to make 
the question a part of their policy when 
they went to the country. Many thousands 
of persons took the same view. This and 
other questions have been deliberately 
laid aside, and I, for one, feel a keen 
disappointment at the policy of the 
Government. 

Mr. HIGGINS.-Mr. Speaker, it would 
be only honest for me, feeling as I do, to 
echo the keen disappointment which the 
honorable member for Sandhurst (Mr. 
Hatnilton) has expressed-a keen disap
pointment which, I find, is.shared by many 
liberals who are not incautious, who are 
not too impulsive, but who are anxions to 
see a steady progress in the direction of 
liberal measures. As far as I am con
cerned, I am free to express my views on this 
subject, because I did so on the platform 

at the general election. . I read with 
very much regret the speech of the Pre
mier at St. Kilda.. In that speech ma,ny 
measures \\'ere referred to, to which I shall 
give my cordial support. '1' hey are wanted j 
but at the same time it is in the direction 
of omission rather than of commission 
that the policy of the Government is to 
be condemned. I am sorry, and nmny an 
old liberal whom I have met is sorry, to 
see tha.t the Premier har; been misled by 
the cant about peace and progress. The 
country does want peace and pl'ogresf:l, but 
you can't get peace and progress by going 
to sleep. The country wants peace and 
progress, but the ,ya.y to get peace is to 
take away the causes of disturbance, fl-lld 
the way to get progress is to remove the 
drags from the wheels of progress. Ap
parently the Premier-I say it with all 
respect, and I arn only saying to his face 
what I have said upon the platform
has mistaken who it is that wants peace 
and progress. It very oftens happens 
thn.t to get peace and progress for the 
people we have to adopt a bold clea1'
sighted comprehensive liberal policy, and 
to pursue it strenuollsly. vVe have often, 
in order to get peace and progress, to 
fight for that bold and comprehellsiYe 
liberal policy. Peace and progress! 'Ye 
have heard those words before. The words 
have been used to describe previous poli
cies. I am reminded of t.he policy of 
chickens and champagne and shire coun
cillors. A peace and progress policy! 
Peace and progress will Dot be attained 
by a policy of lc~issez jctire and laziness. I 
should like, in the most friendly. spirit, 
to warn the Premier that he will have to 
decide some day as to whether be is goi.ng· 
to take a policy from the opposition 
benches or from here. 

Mr. McKENZIE. -He has decided that 
already. 

Mr. HIGGINS.- The Premier will find 
tha.t that cant about peace and progress 
will be taken lll) and rc-echoed by certain 
gentlemen on the opposition side of the 
HOllse for whom we all have the great
est respect, but he must not mistake 
that for an expression of the feel
ing of his own party in the country. 
They are willing to give him help in 
passing the measnres which he has sug
gested, but they want him to go a little 
further. I would like to remind honor
able members that throughout the last 
Parliament there was little or no advance 
in a' really liberal direction. 1.'he only 
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thing I can call to mind as being a step 
in that direct.ion is the measure for the 
amendment of the Shops and. Factories 
Act. But other measures ,vhich were 
submitted in the last Parliament might 
just as well have been brought in by a 
reactionary Government as by the present 
one'. Nor have the details of the measure 
dealing with the factories and shops been 
worked out with proper care. A land tax 
has been proposed and dropped. 'rYe had 
a Constitution Bill \vhich was carried bv a 
big majority, and by a ruling of the Pr~si
dent of anot,her place, which most of U8 

thought was outragc:)IlS, t.he Council was 
not allowed to entertain it.. 'rYe were ill
formed that the Ministry adopted the view 
that, there was no foundation for this 
ruling, but the Go vel'llment, in place of 
testing the ruling of tbe President, 
dropped the mea::;ure. As the rulirig of 
the President of' allother place is not 
expected to override the opillion of the 
Attorney-General, I asked the Premier 
to have the matter referred. to some 
impartial authority, not a partisan, 
ill England or elsewhere, so as to deter
mine the practice. However, the l)l'emier 
would not do that, and we were left ou t ill 
the cold. It is proposed that there shall be 
single electorates for the Assembly. I can 
speak feelingly of the evil which results 
from the system of double electorates, 
but as we are going to have single electo
rates for the Assembly, why on earth 
cannot we have siugle electorates for the 
Council also? The position is simply 
preposterolls. A retul'll which was pre
sented to the last Parliament showed that 
out of 48 members ill another place only 
foul' or five had had to face the electors_ I 
submit that that is a preposterous state 
of things_ Surely the position is clear 
enough t.hat the provinces which return 
members to the Legislative CO'.mcil are 
too big, and that poor men cannot eanvass 
them with any chance of having tbe 
opinion of the electors expressed. At 
the same time, I cannot. see why the 
qualification of members of another place 
should not be lowered_ 

.Mr. TRENwITH.-Do away witp it alto
. getber, as in South Australia. 

Mr. HIGGINS.-I would not object to 
that course being adopted, but I do not ex
pect extreme changes from the Premier. 
vVhat ::tmazes me is that the Government 
will Jlot give its support to such obvious 
improvements as I have lllentioned. The 
honorable member for Sandhurst (Mr. 

Hamilton)has referred to the proposal of the 
Government to reduce the income tax. My 
experience during the general election was 
that nothing Inet with the approval of the· 
people so much as opposition to this pro-
posal to reduce the income tax. The hon
orable member for Sanc1hurst struck the 
right nail on t.he head when he said
"You must not talk of reducing the in
come tax unless you first red nce the dnt.ies 
which press most hardly upon the poorest 

. classes of the community-the duties on 
rice, sugar, and tea, which are mere reyc
nne duties." ",Ve have no right to speak 
of a rechwtion of the income tax until we 
put things right ill that respect. There 
are peculiar reasons in Australia why we 
should have direct taxation. It is desir
able that we shonld he more careful as to 
the way ill which our money is expellded,. 
and there would be less tendeucy to ex
travagance if we had to fork ont the money 
from our own pockets. Though the 
income tax is reduced the same trouble 
will have to be gone to by business men 
in making out their schedules. One of 
the principal inconveniences in connexion 
with the income tax is the making out of 
the f'lcheduJes. 

Mr. T. SmTH.-.And that work is being 
made nlore difficlllt every year. v 

Mr. HIGGINS_ -Yes_ No reason has' 
been sho\\'n why a reduction in the income
tax should be made, and I do not think 
that the country will agree to it. There' 
are obligations to the public servauts and 
others iyhich ought to be met before \\"e' 
attcmpt to reduce the income tax. I 
understand from the Governor's. speech 
that it is proposed to introduce a Bill to' 
alter the method of dealing with the trllst 
funds. I gather from the Treasurer's' 
speech that the Treasurer at preflcnt has 
po\yer to put his hand into the trust funds' 
and use them if there is any doficiency in 
the revenue, and that they are to be 
vested in trustees, who are to be com
pelled to band as much of them oyer' 
to the rrreasurer as he wants. Of what 
use is a provision like that 1 If the 
trustees of the trust funds are com
pelled to give to the Treasurer all he 
wants he merely has to take one more 
step than before~ 

:Mr. GILLIES.-It is what he "requires," 
not \"bat he wants. 

:Mr. HIGGINS. - That is about the' 
same thing. Such a provision is a delusion 
and a snare. People will think that the
funds are protected while they are not 
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protected. 'What right have the Govern
ment to reduce the income tax and bring 
in such a pettifogging measure dealing 
with the trust fnnds before we have a 
surplns? According to the financial statc
ment, which I hold ill my hand, there was 
a deficit in the year's revenue, at the end of 
June last, of more than £196,000. \Vhat 
right have W8 in the face of that deficit to 
talk of reducing the income tax? 1 do not 
propose to detain the House long, but. I 
feel it to be my duty to put very briefly 
the general view whieh I hold in regard to 
the Government volicy. I shall ue happy 
to giye the Go\'el'lllllent p. cordial and 
general snpport, and to help it to carry 
the measures it proposes, but I say with 
nlUch'regret that the Govel'llment has not 
availed itself of the grand opportunities it 
possesses of passing good measures. No 
J..irevious Government or this colollY has 
ever had sncll an opportunity, being sup
ported by the great bulk of the people, to 
press beneficial measures, and the OppOl'
tunity is being lost. 

:MI'. M.URPHY.-Sir, I believe that it 
is the desire of all of us to do everything 
we can to advance this great colony of 
Victoria. One of England's foremost 
statcSll1t)l1 said, on a memorable occasion, 
that Her Majesty's Opposition \\"as the true 
safegnard of good governrnent. I have as 
many friends on olle side of the Honse as 
on the other, alld I hope that good work 
will be done without frittering a\\"ay time 
on side issues . .Measures ought to ue passed 
which will enable Victoria' to take a com
manding position in Australia.. I think 
that at the next meet.ing of the Federal 
Convention all the colonies represented 
,yill sa,y in their o\\"n ill.terest that Victoria 
is the pivot, and that her re1ation to AUfl
tralia is liko that of England, which has an 
empire on which the sun never sets. I 
have the hio'hest reo'ard for the Premier 
but I think t.hat it i~ hest to tell him \Yh81~ 
he is wrong, according to my hnmble jl1dg .. 
mcnt. Every exertion ought to be made 
to pi-event the bono and sinew of this 
colouy from going to 'Vestern Australia 
and South Africa. '1'he Mini~ter of Lands 
ought to copy the example of New South 
\7\T ales, and do something to keep our 
young people here. The large landed 
proprietors of Victorin, are setting a good 
example by leasing their gronnd on reason
able terms. I think that when railways 
are carried through pri \Tate lands the 
land-owners ought to receive just com
pensation, and that the farmers especially 

should be offered inducements to keep the 
young people in the colony. '1'he Premier 
is a young Australii:u1, and I arrived in 
Victoria ahnost as soon as he was born. 
He must recognise the fcwt· t.hat the 
pioneers of the colony were the cream of 
the civilized world, and that the claims of 
their sons and daughters ought not to be 
overlooked. The Australian natives should 
not he a110wed to knock the old men on 
the head. The removal of the old mell 
win come ultimately. The second genera
tion of Anfltralian natives might as \Yell 
speak disrespectfully of the first generation 
of .Anstralian natives as of their present 
fathers and mothers. At the general 
election the Australian natives furnished 
some of my best supporters; somo of the 
women even prayed for my succe1:is. 'Ve 
have a colonv second to none in the 
\yodd, and tIle Ministry onght to do 
something substantial to develop its 
great resources. Because I happell to 
be on the opposition side of the House 
I am put dowll as a blooming consern\.
tive. I am no more a cOllservative than 
I was when I had t he honour to defeat at 
an election my dear friend, Job n J nilles. 
I have the highe':it regard for him, allel he 
told a friend of mine at the Inst election 
that if he had a vote for vVnl'l'enhoip he 
would come all the way from Gippsland to 
record it fo1' me. I have great sympathy 
with the h0110rable member for 'l'oorak, 
who fought so good (l, fight aga.inst the 
dictatioll of the Dress. 'Ve mllst have 
liberty in this coiony. I say that the 
fight of the honorable member for 'roomk 
commauds the sympa,thy of the whole ot 
the people. The press has no right to 
dictate to the colonists w hat they shall do 
and what they ::;hall not do, and I hope 
that the Government will have snfficicnt 
backbone to resist anything of that kind. 
Thero is uot a better libeml in the House 
than I am. Sugar and tea are now cheapel· 
than they were before the dntics were lJUt 
on those a.rt.ie1e1:i. "T e must. look - at 
matters from a fn,ir stand-point, and not 
talk to the gods ill the gallery. In con
clusion, I desire to thank t.he Honse for 
its incluhrence. 

Dr. W(ALONEY.-Mr. Speaker, I join 
with honorable members who have pre
ceded me in congl'atllhting you upon yonr 
eleva,tioll to t.he chair~ YonI' electioll is 
especially pleasing to me because, when 
some years ago you were seeking the posi
tion of Chairman of Committees, you were 
attacked ill <1. POl'tiOll of the press in a . 
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cowardly and wicked manner. It is clear 
that the power over this Parliament of the 
newspaper in question is not so great as it 
hu~ been. The time in which that journal 
could determine which candidate should 
be elected and which should not has passed 
away, and there is not a member of the 
Howse who ,,·ill not be g'lad to know it. 
No finer or truer battle ~ould have been 
fou~'ht than that of the honorable member 
for L Toorak, who faced the most unjust 
criticism and cowardly and brutal vilifica
tion, which even his most strenuous oppo
nents were sorry to see. rrhe same tactics 
were also pursued against tho honorable 
members fo!' Eastern Suburbs alld Haw
thorn. It seemed to me that the man 
who once had great iufluence through 
his newspaper had lost the splendid 
ability "'hich he possessed twenty years 
ago. Before the dissolution of the 
last I)arliament the lash was applied 
to llS. The brightest and keenest 
rcpre::;entative of the workers of this 
colony, who ,,"ould willillgly make him 
their leader to-morrow, had the lash 
applied to him, and he was defeated at the 
late !!encral election in common with Mr. 
Barrett under similar circumstances. 'Ve 
should not have the respect of the workers 
if \Ye were not abused ill tha.t way. Every 
day I receive letters from different parts 
of Australia expressing regret at the de
feat of labonr members. In the bettt of 
the' moment, feeling the injllstice of the 
pres:.;, I may have used too strong language 
011 a rccent occasiOl:. I wrote to the 
ncw::;papel' concerned, but my letter was 
not published. It cOlltained a line stating 
that my remark in regard to the Attorney
Geneml was lllljust. I was in a temper 
on tho evening in question, and my lan
guuge may hare been exaggerated. I 
have klc1 nille years' experience of press 
fla~elbtion. I was called a liar and a 
pe~'jurer before I entcred Parliament be
cal.l~e my nnme is Irish. Noone can 
point to a single member of the labour 
party who has broken one plank of its 
platform. Thero is, therefore, no necessity 
to lash the labour party. I will quote 
an extract from the remarks of the brightest 
lender who ever delivered a speech on de
mocmcv in Victoria. I refer to the honor
able m"cmber for Normanby, who when 
he waf:! Premier, oq going down with his 
colours flyillg, said-

"Sir, I have had to stand with a sword in my 
ha11(l. I have had to be a fighting Premier . 

V\T e have been met with a 
Dr. Maloney. 

most loyal unswerving support from a large 
body of our supporters, and I should feel that I 
was an ingrate indeed if I did not to-night make 
them my warmest acknowledgment for that 
splendid support which they have shown us 
through good report and through evil report. 
If I IULYe to discriminate in my praise at all, I 
have to acknowledge here, to a party that is 
under the ban of public opprobrium in some 
quarters. that never did a Government or the 
leader of a Government get better or more con
sistent snpport than we got from those members 
who are called the htbour party. As I have 
said to members priyately, as I ha\-e said to the 
honorable memlJeL' for Eastern Suburbs himself, 
in all "my experience I never met 011e of those 
men pressing any improper demand, and the 
experience of myself is the experience of my 
colleagues. N ever were they importunate. 
Never did they place themselves in the position 
of beggars fOl' favours which it would be unfair 
to grant." 

rrhose remarks are remembered and trea
sured by every worker who honours a 
labour candidate by helping him into this 
House. I haye to thank the proposer and 
seconder of the address in reply for their 
remarks. I am sure that their yotes and 
voices will be given 011 the lines of 
democracy. It is time that the infamy 
resting on Victoria. which was referred 
to by one of t hose mel)] bel'S should be re
movect. 'Ve are promised a Bill dealing 
with the charities, and I hope that it will 
be an efIect.i vo one. The income tax 
collected in Victoria is one of the lightest 
raised in any country. It is very much 
less in proportion to the population than 
the one raised in Great Britain; yet it is 
proposed to reduce this income tax, while 
the money paid for the keep of homeless 
infants has been reduced from 5s. to 4s. a 
week. These infants require milk three 
times a day, and the income tax has only 
to be paid by persons ,,·ho are ill receipt of 
£4 a week and over. 

All HONOHADLE lVLE~IBER.-The amount 
for infants bas not been reduced so much. 

Dr. MALONEY.-I am glad to hear it. 
It would be better to increase the alllOunt 
to 6s. a week; 4:s. a week is not sufficiellt 

-to keep those children and properly build 
up their constitutions. "With regard to 
the public servants: it is very unfair that 
money lenders should be able to obtain 
garnishee orders against rail way employes 
and not against other public servants. It 
would be well to pass 11 law providing that 
no father of a family should be left with
out 1;\.S much as £2 a week. I hewe known 
public employes with wives and families to 
be left at the end 0f the month with 5s. to 
face the next month owing to the opera
tions of the money lender. That is cruel 
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and wicked. Of course if a man has an 
income, and he does not make any effort 
to })ay his debts, be ought to be put in 
pri~un. 'We are promised improvement of 
the slaughter-houses and the re-intro
duction of the Exported Products Bill. 
Diseased cattle are being milked through
out the length and breadth of Vic
toria. I have seen cows milked though 
they 'vere a mass of corruption. When 
dealing with postal matters, 1 trust 
thl1,t the Postmaster-Genera] will keep an 
eye upon the Peninsular and Oriental 
steamers. The proprietors of those steamers 
receive £1,000 a day from the British Go
vernment and dependencies, and they ill
suIt us by carrying German produce at 
50 pcr cent. less cost than English produce. 
This is also the only line of steamers which 
employs black labour, and it ought not 
to be allowed to carr v our mails until that 
practice is stopped. "The honorable mem
ber for Sandhurst (Mr. Hamilton) showed 
that it is absurd to reduce the income tax 
when we are drawing £295,000 pel' annum 
out of the poor people of this colony 011 

sngar. The present Government nre sup
porting one of t.he most iniquitous taxes 
upon food eaten by the poor people that I 
know of. I believe in the absolute pro
hibition of any goods which we can produce 
in the colony; but we caunot grow tea and 
sugar here. If it is neeess<ll''y to support 
the beet sugar, it should be alluwed the 
advant.age of a bonns, just as the butter ill
dustry is assisted. No honest free-trader 
or protect.ionist wishes to see duties on 
sugar. rl'he tax on tea and sugar preeses 
very heavily on the poor, and it ought to 
be wiped out. I wish that the return 
moved for bv the honorable member for 
Sandhurst co~ld be spread far and wide. 
If we had a daily !lan8a?'d it could be 
printed ill it with adv~tlltage. As the 
honorable member pointed out, the f::ugar 
duties hase been doubled; the sugar in 
bond having a further impost of un odd 
9d. The country has llever called out in 
stronger terms for anything than it has for 
reform of another place, yet the Legislati ve 
Council is allowed to be in a position to 
slap our faces. As far as I can understand 
the matter, the present Governmellt has 
placed the Upper House in a more power
ful position than it ever occupied before. 
It now has the right of dealing with cer
tain "Jlolley Bills, which it did not before 
possess. The unemployed are treated in 
a nmnner which will not commend itself 
to any lllan with much humanity in his 

compOSItIOn. In my own district alone 
400 men hft \'e left for another colony; ftll(l 
the money which is constantly being sent 
here from 'Vestern Australia shows how 
great the exodus to that colony has been .. 
The Government are willing to red nee 
the income tax, but they will not gi\'e 
work to the people who want it. I will 
refer to the case of an old lady, 78 years 
of age, who is one of those people whom 
the Premier said the Ladies' Bene,'olent 
Societies would assist. That grey-haired 
old woman is now in the Melbourne 
Hospital, endeavonring to live on Is. Gd. 
a week, and she is probably dying 'at 
present. That is all the mouey which 
could be offered to her by the Ladies' 
Benevolent Societies. The name of this 
lady is N eW111an. She lies in No. 11 ward 
of the Melbourne Hospital, where she is 
dying nnder the munificent dowry of a 
Ladies' Benevolent Society, supported by 
the Premier)s grant. If she does die it 
will be the result of the infamous system 
under which human beings are expected 
to live upon a mere fnwtioll. If the 
people thoroughly understood federation 
as it has been agroed to by the Com-en
tiOll in Sydney, some strange remarks 
would be made. I understand that the 
Premier, the Attorney-General, and the 
Chief Secre6.try are firm believers ill the 

. referendum. That being so, why did they 
vote against it in tho COllvention ~ \Voulcl 
they dare to tell their constituents the), 
were not fit to expresH an opinion in re
gard to any law ~ I am sure that the 
honorable member for Geelollg (Mr. Hig
gins), the honorable member for Richmond 
(Mr. Trenwith), and Sir Graham BelT,Y
whose loss from Parliament I l'egret
would not have been so false to their liberal 
instincts as to vote against the referendum. 
Sir Charles Dilke has said that our Upper 
Chamber is one of the strongest in the 
,Yodd, and yet we are .making it twice as 
strong as before, in order to bind down the 
yOUllg democracy. 'Ye must haxe the re
ferendum or the double dis~olution, though 
we know that the press will be against it. 
rrhe ATg'ltS is certainly more just to its 
opponents in reporting their speeches than 
another newspaper I conld name. For 
instance, take the reports of the meetings 
of the people's labour Parliament-the 
Trades Hall, :Melbourne. A comparison 
of the report in the newspaper which is 
cl:tlled the opponent of the w01'ke1's- .. 
althongh I do not agree with that term
and the report in the journal that claims 
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to he the supporter of the workers will 
clearly show which newspaper giveg the 
true account of that body's proceedillgs. 
I will be glad to hand to honorable mem
bol's who al'C illterested in thc subject 
copies of the J'ocsin and the A.'le, and then 
ask thern which rcport jg eOl'l'ect. Tile A[/e 
is a powerful orgall, \V hich Ilses its great 
power to wipe certain men out of political 
existence; but I hope the \vorkers of this 
colouy will organize for the protect.ion of 
their interests. If they cio, the Prcmier, 
who thought fit to lash the labour mem
bers at the end of In,st session, will find 
that he hn.s to reckon with a strong labonr 
party, who will glory in sending men hero 
to fight their battlel:; in ·Parliamcnt. Let 
them' sl'!Ild us hore as delegates and 
ageuts if necessary. Then we shall 
havc one adult 0110 vote, and a propel' 
electoral 1'011, not a roll which prevent~ 
men who are hOllei:ltly entitled to vote 
from exercising tho parliamentary fran
chii:lc, owing to the infamous effect of 
the i:lo-called Pl1l'ificn.tion of Rolls Act, a 
measure which was projected when the 
prci:lent Premier was Solicitor.General, 
although I bave no doubt that he never 
contempbted the injl1l'y it would do. I 
give him credit for having intentions that 
are better thall his words. If .he proposes 
liberal legislation he novel' need ask how 
the lnboul' members are going to vote. 
Theil' platform is known to the whole 
world. We have signed om programme, 
and we cannot brcak away from it. To 
the Premier 01.' to anyone .. dlO may ask 
me why don't 1 go to the other side of 
the Houfie, my ans lYer is that if my party 
go there r Shetll go-we will go in a solid 
phalanx. 'Yherever the labour party sits 
r i:lhall sit. I agree with the Scotch 
Chieftain, who, when he was told that he 
was sitting at the end of the table, said
".No, wherever I sit is the head of the 
table." Wherever my party sit I shall 
sit, aud \ye will be true to om platform. 
I thank the Premier for the lashing' he 
gavo us at the end of last se!:lsion. Those 
of us who were strong enough have tried 
to hit back, and even with the aiel of the 
powerful A.qe in the general election, he 
only managed to get from the labour 
party one poor little scalp. 

Mr. McKENZIE.---.::Mr. Speaker, I desire 
to take this opportunity of congl'atnJatillg 
you upon your elevation to yom present 
honorable position. In common with 
the majority of, nay, all the members 
of this House, I believe that yon deserve 

the distinct.ion which has been bestowed 
upon ,YOll by your fellow mernbers, and. we 
trust that, if yon are spared to the end 
of this Parliament, we will then be able to 
look back npon a period that has not been 
excelled in the history of the Chair. I 
wonld like also to cO~lgratllla.te the two 
hOllorable members who addressed the 
House last night for the first time. I feel 
th,tt. those honorable members made a 
rnost fa\'orable impression, aud we haye 
every reason to believe that they are an 
accession and all acquisition to the House. 
r was very much pleased lVith the remarks 
of the h01l0rable member for Rodney (Mr. 
Morrissey) in respect to several matters. I 
was glad to observe that lIe had grasped_ 
the princi pIe that has beell allnded to by 
the hOllomble member for Footscray this 
evelling, although I adopt a s(Hnewllat 
different view from that hOllorable member 
as to the manner in which the honorable 
member for Rodney has grasped it. That 
honorable member referred to the fact 
that wealth does not, as a I'Ule, do a great 
deal of pioneel'illg work-that it' is the 
workers who, in the first inst.ance, open up 
industries, a1ld are aft.enrardi:l joined by 
capital. From what followed I carne to 
the conclusion that the hOl1omble member 
had ill his mind's eye particularly the 
mining industry, and that he \\'as looking 
to the work done in the mining illdnstry 
in 'Yestern Australia allcl other places by 
the pioneers who held opened up the gold
fields where cetpital subsequently flowed 
in. That is very true; but those \\'orkers 
had capital to 'sllstain them while they 
were engaged in their prospecting opera
tions, and, although it \yas capital in a 
smaller degree, it was capital notwith
standing. Bnt the great principle which 
I think t.he honorable member grasped is 
this-that work without capital or capital. 
without work cannot exist, that the one is 
dependent 011 the other, and that is the 
principle which t.he honorable member for 
Footscl'ay failed to understand or to deduce 
from the remarks of the honorable mem
ber for Rodnev. No\\", I think that is 
a principlo whreh should be grasped by 
every man, not only in this Houf-ie but 
thronghout the colony, but I regret to say 
that, very often it is ignored. 'Vhen that 
principle is firmly grasped, when it is 
generally recognised that capital and 
labour mllst go hand in hand-that each 
is dependent. on the other, then we \rill 
lu'tve a better state of feelillg and a better 
state of things ill the country than 



The GoVe?'lW?"S Speech. [27 OCT., 1897.J Address in Reply. 45 

prevails at the present time. I was \'el'Y 
pleased to hear the remarks of the honor
able member who moved the address ill 
reply last evenillg. So long as we hn,Ye 
honorable lllem bel's coming into this Honse 
who look at questions from this point of 
view, I think thf! country has every rea~on 
to congratul.ate itself 011 their entering the 
halls of our Legislature. While I am in 
the way of cong'l'atulating, and as this is 
the season of congratulation, I would con
gratu late the Government on their splen
did majority, but I would also remind them 
that that majority has been acquired by 
some challge of attitude toward::; many of 
their formerprinciples. T would also remind 
them that if they had gone to the country 
,yith the programme that they adopted 
three years ago they would not have had 
the majority they haye to-day. They 
have, in fact, taken the programme that 
ha::; been ad vocated by the ()pposition f~n' 
the past three yea.rs, and, therefore, when 
the Premier [mnoullced the GOyernmellt 
programme at the la::;t general election we 
foullel ourselves in the position of being 
Government supporters. 

"JIl'. ~IUm{Ay.-Olle adult olle yote-is 
that part of your programme ~ 

)Ir. l\1cKENZIE.-I arn coming to that 
directly. That is a, very srnall matter, 
and the Govel'llment place very little 
dependence on it. It is a matter they 
will trot out by-and-by, to parade it 
before the Hotts\) and the country, and 
gi \"e honorable mom bel's like the honorable 
member for \Varl'llambool an opportunity 
of making speeches and displaying their 
eloquence to the admiring ladies of the 
colony, 01' rather, I should say, a small 
section of them, and then the measnre 
will be sent to another place; but I won't 
say how it will be dealt with there. 

.Mr. l1unuAY.-As you direct;I suppose. 
l\lr. ~IcKENZIK-No ; not as I direct. 

It is not within my power to direct 
another plaee. 

"JIl'. "NluRRAY.-It is not a ·very hard 
Chamber to nobble by rich men. 

::\Ir. ::\lcKENZIE.-Perhaps the honor
able member will be good enough to let 
me get on with my speech. 'Vith oue 01' 

two very small exceptions the programme 
of the Government is identical with that 
which has been espoused by honorable 
members sitting on the opposition side of 
the House. If I have to bring forward 
proof of my positioll, let me allude to the 
remarks which have been made by the 
honorable member for Footscray and the 

honorable momber for Geelong (Mr. Hig
gins) this evening. TheY,spoke in very 
sad a~cents of the Government haying 
abandoned those great principles of the 
land tax and the State Bank and other 
matters of that description. The ex
tremely sad way in which they alluded 
to the action of the Government in 
this respect reminds me of the alderman 
at the corporation feast, who 'rt1S very 
much astonished tf) see his neh!:hbour 
at the table regaliug himself with ..... bread 
and butter instead of waiting for tIte deli
cacies provided, On obser~~illg this, he 
said to his neighbour that he was ,'cry 
much astonished to sec him eating jJIaill 
bread and butter \\"hen there worc great 
delicacies on the ta.ble. Honorable mem
bcrs ill the Ministcrial comer are vcrv 
much astonished that the Premier and h(s 
colleagues should have put forward sllch a 
plain political programme ,\"hen thero arc 
such delicacies as the land tax. the tax on 
uni:llproyed land valueiS, anel the State 
Bank. Now, I think t.hat the cOl1ntl',Y will 
a.pprove of the action of the Govcl'llment 
in adopting tbis plain bill of ·fare instead of 
bringing forward legislation of tho descrip
tion that those hOllf)mble member::; wished 
to force them to submit to the country at 
the present junctnl'e. Still \\'e callnot 
congratulate them on taking up this 
position. ·When the land tax was proposed 
I was on the Ministerial side of tho Honse, 
and I opposed it so strongly as·to force me 
across the fioor along with other honorable 
members, "Ve objected to it because we 
believed it ,,"ould be most injurious to the 
small land-holders of the COlOllY, and would 
impose on the farmers a burden they were 
unable t.o bear. \Ve were told that W0 were 
opposing the will of the country, and a tax 
thatwoulcl operate in the very best inter
ests of the conntry, and I do 1l0t know 
wha,t national evils were to follow our action. 
'Ve were wal'llcd that the couutry was only 
waitillg for the opportunity to force thi::; 
legislation throngh Parliament-to com
pel members to accept it. 'V ell , the Go
yernment have gone to the country, and 
have come back with probably, with one 
exception, the largest majority any Govern
ment of this colony has had, and yet they 
have not brought forward the land tax, 
and they tell us that they do not intend 
to propose it. during the present Parlia
ment. N ow, if their previous position 
were correct, how is it that they have not 
submitted that proposal? Do they look 
forward to having a still larger majority 
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after the next general election, or what is 
the reason 1 'With 65 01' 66 members on 
their side of the Ht)Use, slU'ely, if the tax 
on unimproved land values is desirable, 
the present is a fa vorable opportunity for 
proposing it. 

Mr. H.A~<,:ocK.-Hear, hear. 
~lr. .McKEN ZIE.-1 agree with the 

honorable member 011 that point, bllt. the 
fact that the Government have not brought 
forward the proposed tax on unimproved 
land ntInes proves that they now see it in 
a different light than before. 

Mr. HAxcocK.-Theyare ,vobbling. 
Mr. )fcKE:NZIE.-No; the Goverment 

are taking a straight course now, and I 
quite approve of their present cour::;e. 
:From the honorable member's point 
of view they may seem to be wobbling. 
At the same time, I want to justify my 
opposition ill the past and at the present 
time. 'Ve were told that a proposal for 
the establishment of a State Bank was 
to be brought forward, and that it was to 
be legis1:ttion for the future. Yet that 
has gone the \vay of the land tax. That 
justifies our opposition. I say, further, that 
the Government has justified our opposi
tion by the abandonment of the socialistic 
trend of legislation which pre vailed in their 
proposals before. I congratulate the Go
vernment upon doing so, but I say again 
that their former policy justified our 
opposition to the Government, and justifies 
us in sitting in opposition to-day. But 
though we have been opposed to the 
Government in regard to these matters, 
we have' not shown them an'y factions 
opposition. The Government cannot lay 
that charge to members of the Opposition, 
and, to be fair to them, they have never 
attempted to do so. They have given the 
Opposition credit for assisting them in 
every fair and reasonable manner, alld I 
am certain that it is the intention of the 
Opposition to act in the future in that 
respect as they have d011e in the past. The 
Goverument has received a great deal of 
credit from the country, and very pro
perly; but a great deal of the credit for 
having balanced the ledger, and for having 
placed many useful measures on the 
statute-book is, I claim, due to the Oppo
sition for having assisted the Government. 
'Ye assisted them in their retrenchment 
policy, and had to bear the odium without 

.having the claim that we had the respon
sihility of supporting the Government from 
motives of loyalty. The Government has 
also claimed and received a great deal of 

credit in respect to special measures. 
'1'here is, for instanoe, the Mining Law 
Amendment Act. They deserve great 
credit-the Minister of Mines in particular 
deserves great credit-for that measure. 
But it should not be overlooked that an 
honorable member sitting in opposition, 
namely, the honorable member for Gun
bower, practically br·:mght forward that 
measure when he was a mernber of the 
Patterson Ministry. 

Mr. HAMtLTOX.-Not that measure. 
Mr. McKENZIE.-A number of llew 

clauses were introdneed, but the Minister 
of Mines has admitted that it was practi
cally the same Bill. 

Mr. H.unLToN.-It was not. 
Mr. McKENZIE.-It was practically 

the same, and I say that the Minister of 
Mines deserves great credit for it. 

Mr. GRAHA:u.-It was the Bill of the 
honorable member for Maryborollgh, first of 
all. 

Mr McKENZIE.-He never introduced 
it. 

Mr. GRAHA)f. - He left it in the office 
. for his successor to make use of. 

Mr. McKENZIE.-'V ell , the honorable 
member for Maryborough sat in opposition 
also. Between them, at all events, they 
brought these proposals forward. I do 
not wish to detract in any degree from the 
credit due to the :Minister of Mines. He 
has done a great deal for the mining in
du::;try of this colony. But I do claim 
that honorable members sitting Oll this 
side of the Honse are entitled to a share 
of the credit. There is another measure 
that the Government receive a great deal 
of credit for, and that is the Cr~dit Foncier 
scheme. That was brought forward in 
the first instance by a member sitting in 
opposition,. namely, the honorable member 
for Melbourne. As far as he was concerned 
it was an original proposal. The Credit 
Foncier scheme had not been introduced 
at that time in any legislation in the 
Australian 'colonies, and it was an attempt 
to adapt the Credit Foncier principle to 
Australian conditions; and, although I 
admit that the present Government 111ade 
improvements in the measure, sti}l their 
Bill was founded upon the same prin
ciple that the Patterson Government 
deserye credit for having brought for
ward in the first instance. '1'he1'efore, 
I say again that, although the Oo\,e1'n
ment are entitled. to credit for ,,-hat 
they have done, the Opposition are also 
entitled to a share of the credit for having 
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assisted the Government to place these 
meaSllres upon the statute-book. I might. 
also refer to the Rail ways }Ittnagement Act 
Amendment Bill. That was strongly 
opposed by honorable members on the 
Goyernmen t Ride of the House, and had it 
not been for the loyal co-operation of mem
bers on this side of the House it would 
never hn,ve become law. That is certain. 

Mr. HAXCocK.-Hear, hear. 
Mr .. HA'mLTox.-The part that the 

members on this side opposed was the part 
relating to the const.itution of a board. 

~1r. :McKENZIE.-And there were other 
prillciples in the Bill which were oppo~ed 
by honorable members sitting in the Min
isterinl corner. 

Mr. HANCOCK. - 'Why do you not sit on 
this side of tho House ~ 

Mr. McKENZIE.-Perhaps we might 
change places. If honorable members in 
the 11illisterial cornel' will come over here 
in a body, we will consider the matter. 

Mr. HANCOCK.-That would improve 
the Opposit.ion. 

Mr. McKENZIK-I say, Mr. Spe.'tker, 
that the members on this side of the 
House assisted the Government. in placing 
that measnre on the statute-book, and as
sisted them against their own snpporters. 
I will refer to another measure. The 
Mallee Bill, which woul9, never have 
become law--

~1r. COOK.-It never should have 
become la \v. 

Mr. )1cKBNZIE.-1'he interjection of 
the honorable member for East Bourke 
Boroughs ('JIr. CO'ok) is proof of what I 
say. It was honorable members on this 
side of the House 'W ho assisted in placing 
that Bill upon the statute-book. It is a 
Bill that has given great satisfaction, and 
which will do vel'y much for the §cttlement 
of the people upon the mallee lands of the 
colony. 

Mr. HA~COCK.--You are always ready 
to support all the bad measures. 

Mr. 'McKENZIE.-l am alluding to the 
measures em;mating from the Government. 
The honorable member for Foorscray snp
ported the Government which he sa.ys in
troduced bad measures, therefore, accord
ing to him, he has supported t1. bad 
Govcrnmen t. 

:Mr. HANCOClc-It is a much worse 
Opposition. 
. Mr. :\lcKENZIE.-I thought it well to 
refer to some of these matters as proof of 
the good work the Opposition has done, 
and to show that we are entitled to a. share 

of the credit that is given to the Goycrn
mellt in regard to these proposals. I 
heartily congratulate the Government t.hat 
they have abandoned the measures that 
the Opposition \\'ere previously strongly 
opposed to, alld so long as they continue 
to act on the lines they have marked out 
for themselves, I am confident that they 
will find no more loyal supporters than 
amongst honorable members sitting on 
tbis side. There are one or two omissions 
from the Government programme to \"hich 
I would like to refer. I regret that the 
Government has not seen fit to bring for
ward a 'Vater Act AmendmelltBil1, which 
is, much required by the country at the 
present time. If the Government were 
to grapple with this qnestion thoroughly, 
it would give relief and confidence to 
hundreds of deserving men in the dry 
and arid parts of this colony. In many 
of the water trusts the people are placed 
in a most unfortunate position. So also 
nre many people in regard to the local 
water trusts in many townships through
out the colony. Fresh legislatioll 011 this 
question is urgently required. I regret 
very much that the Government IHwe not 
seen fit to introduce such a Bill during 
the present session .. It. is demalHled by 
large sections of the population in the 
count.ry districts, and should not he post
poned one day longer than is absol ntcly 
necessary. There is another matter about 
which I would like to remind the Goyern
ment, and that is that .relief has been 
promised for f1 long time to the peoi)le 
living in the 5th and 6th class shires of 
the colony, aild also to many of the 3rd 
and 4th class shires. The Government 
have promised a reclassification of shires, 
and appointed !1 board about eighteen 
mont.hs ago, I think, but not 011e word 
has been heard as to the proceedings of 
that board. 'We do not know what they 
are doing, or how the inquiry is proceed
ing, or at what time it is likely to come 
to a conclusion. :\Iany of the people 
Ii ving ill the shires that are not in their 
proper class are beginiling to be tired of 
waiting, and are anxious to know what is 
to be done. Was the appointment of the 
board simply a put-off and a Stl bterfuge, 
or is there to be a report relating' to the 
matter laid before this HOllse within a 
reasonable time '1 :Johny of the shires in 
the 4th class should be in the 5th cln,ss, 
and they are receiving very small rates 
of subsidy, and urgently reqnire addi
tional assistance from the State. Thero 
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arc mall,Y other measures that are re
quired at the present time, but I do not 
think that it is fair to mention them all, 
because the GOYCl'lJlllCnt call only do a 
limited amollnt of work in the short session 
they bave at their disposal. But I trust 
that early llext year the Government will 
take all these moasures that I have referred 
to, alld which are required by the people, 
into their consideration. 'Ve require legis
lation to enable our people to produce rnore, 
so that we may export more than we have 
done, and by that means bring additional 
wealth into the cOllntry. In conclusioll, 
I would say that, as a, member of the 
Opposition, I do llOt think I have allY rea
son to apologize for our past actions, or 
for the attitude we now aSSLlme towards 
the Go\-ernment. On the contrary, we 
have every reason to congratulate our
selves on the good work we have done in 
the interests of this colollY, and on the 
fact that the Government, feeling the 
\\-eight of the influence opposed to them, 
have withdrawn the socialistic legislation 
-at IC<lst the legishLtion with a socialistic 
trend-that was objected to by members 
sitting on this side of the House, and have 
now submitted to Parliament and the 
country n. programme that, with one or 
two exceptions, Ciln be heartily approved 
of. I cOllgratl1late the Government upon 
this action, and I think we can look 
forward to usefUL work beillg done in 
the interests of the cololl\'. 'Vhat the 
country requires, at the pr~sent time is not 
Jegislation that will be of a novel character, 
01' which will have the effect of disturbing 
the people, but rest and recuperation; and 
that is the principle I believe the Govern
ment intend to adhere to. If they con
duct the business of Parliament upon the 
lines laid down in their programme, I am 
confident that they will get the most loyal 
assistance from members on this side in 
giving effect to it. 

Mr. MOULE.-Mr. Speaker, I have but 
a very few words to say upon the address 
in reply, which has been so ably moved 
and seconded by the honorable member 
for Hodney (Mr. Morrissey) and the hon
Ol'able member for Ararat. I desire, in 
the first instance, to speak about a matter 
as to which the· honorable member for 
Bourke 'Vest has tabled a motion. I feel 
Sllre the Premier, with his spirit of justice, 
which we all admire him for, will--

Mr. MUHHAY.-Resist it, I hope. 
Mr. MOULE.-Ithink honorable mem

bers might wait till I have finished what I 

have to say. I fee], I say, that the Pre
mier, with his spirit of justi0e, which we all 
admire in hirn, will, at the first opportunity 
he feels justified in so doing, restore t.he 
civil servants to the position they occupied 
some time ago, and in expectation of which 
they entered the service. They have had 
to. bear :1 heavy burden of retrenchment; 
and my remarks, I feel sure, will find a 
ready echo in the minds of honora.ble 
members who take an interest iil these 
matters, when I express the hope that 
the Premier \Yill see his ,ray so fell' as 
he can to provide that members of this 
House shall sacrifice themselves \"hile at 
the same time they sacrifice the members 
of the civil service. At present we stand 
in the position that the law in regard to 
the reduct,ion of our remuneration, or re
imbursement. for expenses, has expired, and 
we now enter upon a new term with £300 
a year reimbursement. The point I wish 
to direct my remarks to is that, so long 
as the burden still has to be kept on the 
civil ser\'ice, we Members of Parliament 
should set a good example by continuing 
to ha.ve our salaries reduced to the extent 
to which they were reduced during the 
last Parliament. This will at all events 
enable a small class in the public strvice 
to get back the sums which have been 
withheld from them, I am certain that 
the Premier, as soon as he sees his way to 
return to the civil servallts the deductions 
taken away from them, wil,l be glad to do 
so. I should also like to say that I regret 
that an outcry has been raised against the 
Premier for promisillg to remove a certain 
portion of the income tax. I feel certain 
that there is something behilld that
something "which has struck the states
man rather than the mere politician, and 
which has led him to believe that capital 
has been driven out of the country. I am 
speakillg at large, but I feel sure that 
is the reason, and not a desire to help 
the wealthy people at all. 'Vhen the 
honoraole member for Geelong (Mr. Hig
gins) taunts the Government with having 
backed down from this and from that, and 
asks why they do not bring in their land 
tax, and their State Bank proposal, I say 
that the Government are exercising a wise 
statesmanship in their "iew of these mat
ters. Could the honorable member for 
Geelong imagir,e a more inopportune time 
for the introduction of another tax 011 

land than when we are faced in our subur
ban districts with the highest municipal 
taxation we have ever had, and when we 
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have to bear a further sewerage tax of Is. 
in the £1 ~ 

Mr. HANCOCK.-You have not got to 
l'ay that. 

Mr. MOULE.-Vve have to pay 2d. in 
the £1, and property in the suburbs is 
faced with the prospect of having to pay 
Is. in the £1. I think the Government 
have shown wise and statesmanlike tac
tics ill sticking merely to one form of 
taxation, with which we are now familiar. 
I would only ask the Attorney-General in 
dealing, as he will have to deal, with the 
income tax, to see that the Act is reme
died in respect of those defects which have 
made it stink in the nostrils of the people. 
It has not been the fault of the commis
sioner, but the faults have been those of 
administration in consequence of the de
fects of the Act. Requisitions here and, 
there have cast a burden on trustees which it 
has been hard for them to bear. When the 
Governmentsees fit to put that Act iuto fair 
working order, I am sure that no one will 
ask for a fairer or more beneficial Act. 'rhe 
question of our railways has been referred 
to by the honorable member for Rodney. 
I wish to draw attention to one small 
fact, which is a question of policy. I speak 
as one representmg an outlying suburban 
district, and desire to say that it does 
seem to me to be a most retrograde policy 
to limit the running of suburban trains. 
A portion of our people have built their 
homes in the suburbs, and our railway 
revenue from the suburban lines can only 
depend upon keeping those people there, and 
attracting others to live in seaside places 
and elsewhere. But if you take away their 
rail way service, you cannot expect that 
more people will go to live there, and those 
whodo live there now will leave. I am speak
ing of a serions matter of railway policy. It 
is oue that is considerably affecting the 
suburban districts, and I maintain that it 
is an absolutely retrograde step to cut 
away railway facilities that the people 
enjoy at the present time. There is 
another matter also to which I should like 
.to refer, but it is not mentioned in the 
Governor's speech. When the Companies 
Act was before the House eighteen months 
ago, I suggested that the clauses dealing 
with fraudulent prospectuses, misrepre
sentation of material facts, and so on, 
should be made applicable to mining. 
companies. Vve recognised that they are 
practically the only companies now being 
formed, and the Minister of Mines said 
he would introduce a Bill making those 
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portions of the measure applicable to 
mining companies. I know that in a 
short session you cannot bring in the 
whole life of a Parliament in the way 
of legislation, but no l'nention has been 
made of that matter, and I trust that the 
Government has not lost sight of the 
promise that was then made. 

Mr. HANCOCK. - That will drive' capital 
away. 

Mr. MOULE.-No, it will tend to attract 
capital when we have got rid of 'wild-cat 
concerns. There is another matter which 
I desire to bring under th~ notice of 
the Attorney-General. He will know 
that we have during the last six or 
seven years been passing Act after Act, 
one Act overlapping another, until even 
lawyers do not know where they are. It 
is absolutely necessary for the benefit of 
the whole community tha.t these Acts 
should be consolidated and put into ship
shape order. I refer particularly to the 
Companies Acts. There are a number of 
Acts dealing with companies. There is the 
principal Act, then there is our important 
amending Act, and a number of smaller 
ones. They all require consolidation. 
The honorable member for Geelong (Mr. 
Higgins) drew attention to portions of the 
new Insolvency Act overlapping the pre
viously existing one. That also is a branch 
of the law requiring consolidation. There 
are likewise six or seven Local Government 
Acts. I hope that the Attorney-General 
will take steps to have these Acts con
solidated and put in such a form that 
there will be 110 ambiguity and 110 unneces
sary difficulty confronting those who have 
to read them. 

Mr. 1. A. IS.A..A.cs.-I have already been 
discussing the matter. 

Mr. MOULE.-I am very glad to hear 
it. When honorable members opposite 
taunttheGovernmentwith having initiated 
a policy which most of us quite willingly 
giv~ our assent to, and which merely means 
passing useful laws, I am almost inclined, 
speaking for this side of the I-louse, to 
rebuke the Ministerial followers for so 
attacking the Government. It seems to me 
that the honorable member for Sandhurst 
(Mr. Hamilton) has been ~rying out for 
something, he hardly know,S what, when 
he says that we have got through so much 
l~gislation in days gone by, and asks why 
we are to get so little now. The honorable 
member should know that it is not much 
legislation, it is good legislation, that the 
country wants. We want few laws, easily 
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understood, and meeting the requirements 
of the people. When a Government takes 
up an honest and honorable way of con
ducting the business of the country, and 
brings forward measnres which most of us 
are in favour of, surely there is no cant 
about it, as has been said j but it does 
mean peace and progress, and is a policy 
preferable to introducing experimeJltal 
measures leading we do not know where. 

Mr. McCOLL.-Sir, it is somewhat 
strange t.hat the first word of approval of 
the GoVel'llment policy should come from 
the opposition benches, and I think it 
certainly augurs well for the peace and 
progress that will characterize Parliament 
during the next three years that it should 
be so. The Government has been returned 
with a very large majority. vVhy is that 
so? Because they have brought forward 
11 pro~ramme, enunciated a few weeks ago 
at St. Kilda, which honorable members have 
been ret urned to support. It does seem 
strange that most of the speeches made on 
tl1e address in reply from the GovernD:lent 
side of the House have consisted. of nothing 
else but carping criticism of the Govern
ment programme. It is time that some 
one rose up to snpport it. I am bappy to 
say that I joined with my friends on this 
side in giving the Government programme 
very hearty support iudeed. 

Mr. HAMILTON.-W e thought you would 
do that. 

Mr, McCOLL.-The honorable member 
for Brighton has anticipated much that I 
intended to say, and I need not, therefore, 
make a long speech. I desire to congratu
late you, sir, 011 your deserved accession to 
the Ohair. I am sure that you will fulfil 
that honorable office, and do justice to all 
sides of the House. The House and the 
country arc to be congratulateq on the 
fact that, while we miss many old and 
familiar faces on these benches, many new 
merl1bors have been returned of whom we 
have' an assurance t.hat they are men of in
dependent minds, who will think for them
selves, and support those views which they 
believe in ~heir cOllsciences to be right, 
,yithout regard to whether they are sitting 
in opposition or' on the Government side. 
As a member of the late Government, I 
read with peculiar satisfaction the utter
ances of the Premier at St. Kilda. We 
find that not ouly bas the Goverument 
supported important measures which wel;e 
brought fl)rward by the late Government 
-modified to some extent, it is true-but 
they have adhered right .alon~ to the 

Patterson policy; and, as a member or 
that Government, I feel it my duty to give 
t4e present Ministry my best and heartiest 
support. The honorable member for Gee
long (Mr. Higgins) has said that the Pre
mier has a grand opportunity. A grand 
opportunity-to do what 1 To bring 
forward measures which the Premier knew 
there was not the slightest chance of carry
ing! The honorable member for Geelong 
bns referred to an amendment of the Oon
RtitutionActand to the abolition of the rate
payers' roll, and the establishment of oqe 
general roll for the whole colony. He has 
advocated such measures as the establish
ment of a State Bank and the imposition of 
a taxon unimproved land values-measures 
which the honorable member knows very 
well there is not the slightest chance of 
passing. The introduction of an Unim
proved Land Val ues ').lax Bill would corp
pel one-third of the members on the 
Government side to vote against the 
Ministry. The Premier is quite right in 
going in for a policy that will secure tQ 
us three years of peace. How can Woe 
ha ve progress unless we have peace ? We 
want peace and quietness in order that 
capital may extend its operations and find 
avenues for the employment of labour. 
The policy the Premier has adopted i~ 
the Olle that is most appropriate for the 
time, and I think that it is only right 
that those who desire to promote the 
interest and progress of the COIO~ly 
should do their best to support it. 
'l'he hOllorable member for Sandhurst (Mr. 
Hamilton) regrets tha.t the Government 
have not included a land tax in their 
programme. 'What good would a iaud 
tax do to the workers 1 

Mr. HAMIJ./roN.-It would relieve them 
of some of the taxes that they now have 
to pay. 

Mr. McCOLL.-vVhat taxes 1 The hon
orable member is really a free-trader, 
because he says that he would support 
certain protecti V0 duties, but he ,vould 
abolish all duties on food. 

Mr. BRolVILEY.-Hear, hear. 
Mr. McCOLL.-The "hear, hear" comes 

from the ultra-protectionists of t.he House. 
Do they not think that the man who 
producE'S food is as much ent,itled to pro
tection as the mall who makes boots and 
clothing 1 
. Mr. HAl\UL'l'ON.-We do not produce tea 
and rice. 

Mr. ¥cCOL:J:..-I will vote for the 
abolition of the duties on tea and rice 
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whenever the opportunity occurs. The 
protectiollist& say that they want protec
tion because the workers have to com
pete with the lower-paid labour of other 
countries, where the conditioils of life are 
much inferior to those of this colony. 
That argument is right, but do they not 
know that the producers of food have to 
c.ompete under the same conditions as the 
makers of boots and 8hoes and clothing 1 
Do they not know that there has been an 
enormous advance in agricultural machi
nery during the last ten years, and that 
the cereal-producing area has been largely 
increased ~ In Argentine, Southern Russia, 
I nl;1 ia, and other countries they have now 
the best machinery for harvesting, and it 
is in the hands of the lowest-paid class of 
workers-the Hindoos of India, the Coolies 
of China, and the moujiks of Russia. If we 
are to have protection, should we not have 
it for those who produce food, as well as 
for those who make boots and clothing ~ 
I consider the tax on unimproved land 
values Olle of the most iniquitous taxes 
that was ever proposed. 

Mr. HAlInI/roN. -Yon do not under
stand it. 

Mr. McCOLL.-I do. It is unfair as 
between mall and man, and as between 
city and country; and the end of a large 
number of those who propose the tax is 
not revenue, but absolute confiscation. 

Mr. HA1I1ILTON.-\Vhal nonsense! 
Mr. McCOLL.-\Vbat was the state

ment made by the honorable member for 
Richmond (Mr. Trenwith) in the House 
three years ago, and repeated by him in . 
the town hall, at Richmond, during the 
last election 1 The honorable memb'er 
stated that he supported the tax, not 
because it would bring in revenue, but 
because he regarded it as a means by 
which the land of which the people had 
been robbed could be restored to them. 
That is the object of this tax. I can 
assure honorable members on the Minis
terial side of the House that a tax on 
unimproved land values might suit them 
as an election cry, but that there is not 
the slightest chance of getting such a tax 
carried in this decade. 

Mr. HAlIHLToN.-The economists are all 
against you. 

Mr. McCOLL.-When there is an eager 
demand for a tax we ask-" Who are the 
people who are crying out for it ~" vYe 
find that the people who are crying out 
for this tax are those who have no la.nd, 
and who will not be touched by it. There 

is an import~t section of the community 
who, instead of putting their money into 
business or bank shares or Government 
stock, have chosen to invest it in land, 
and our friends opposite would say to 
these people, who employ labour, and who 
by developing the resources of the soil 
add to the wealth of the country-" vVe 
are going to tax you to such an ex ten t 
that by-and-by we will squeeze you off the 
land altogether." rfhat is the morality of 
the unimproved land values tax. 

Mr. BURToN.-You are talking about 
the single tax. 

Mr. McCOLL.-No; I understand what 
I am talking about. The people of the 
country understand this question also, and 
they will not have a tax on unimproved 
land values. There is another subject 
about which I desire to offer a few remarks. 
It is impossible, I think, for the House to 
pass the Charities Bill this session. Com
plaints have been madc because the Go
vernment have not included a la.rger 
number of Bills in the Governor's speech. 
They have put as much in the Uovernor's 
speech as we can get through this session, 
and probably a great deal more. To pH t 
more in would havo l)een an ab~lll'clit.". 
The Charities Bill will have to be di~'3-
tributed, and the people of the cOllntry, 
and especially the municipalities, will re
quire a month or two in which to consider 
it. It will effect a most important social 
clw,nge. We all trnst that a good mea8Ure 
will be passed, and a measure that will 
compel those who can afford it to contribute 
to the maintenance of the charities. rrhe 
change will be so great that we will require 
at least two or three mouths in which to 
consider the Bil1. I think myself that 
the proposal to appoint a commissioll to 
regulate and reclassify the public sen' ice 
is a very great mistake. I do not 
believe that the anomalies in the publiu 
service are such as to require the 
appointment of a commission. In the 
recess, the Public Service Board, as
sisted by the Minister of each departmellt, 
could reclassify and re-adj nst the service 
wherever that was necessary. I feel COll

fident that if we appoint a commission, 
and they go through the departmen ts and 
reclassify them according to merit, and 
according t.o salary, and according to work, 
they will leave the service in a greater 
state of discontent and disorganization 
than it has ever been in before.. The pro
posal to reduce the i11come tax seems to 
me to be wrong. At the same time, I 
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prefer keeping an open mind on the sub
ject, because [ would like to hear the 
:Premier's reasons for the reduction. He 
may have good reasons, but, on the face of 
it, it appears to me to be a retrograde 
step which should not be b,ken. We 
are told that the Government intend to 
adopt a policy of public works. I trust 
that during the recess the Premier will 
take into co~sideration the question of the 
large number of railways that have been 
in a state of suspense for years past. 
Districts have been kept with railways 
dangling before them, and they do not 
know now whether they are going to get 

. them or not. It would be well if the lines 
which have been proposed in t.he House, 
and which have received a certain mea
sure of approval, were submitted one 
after another .to the Rail ways Stand
ing Committee, and either put on one 
side altogether, or some hope given to 
the people of the districts that they 
would be constructed. . Some such step 
should be taken, so that the question of 
railway construction might be settled for 
some time to come. I think, also, that. 
it would be wise on the part of the 
Government to give some attention to the 
matter of water conservation. If we are 
to have public works, they should include 
additional reservoirs. On our main rivers, 
sLlch as the Campaspe, the Coli ban, and 
the Loddon, there are sites on which 
reservoirs could be constructed at a low 
cost. During the last two or three years 
we have seen the terrible effectaof droughts, 
and means should be taken to protect the 
tillers of the soil from the great losses 
from which they suffer in this way. It 
would, therefore, I think, be a ,vise step to 
incl ude in any programme of public works 
a number of reservoirs, as that would 
encourage' production, and keep the people 
on the land. I regret, with the honorable 
111ember for Anglesey, that no mention is 
made in the Governor's speech of the J rri
gat ion Bill. Acompl'ehensive WaterSupply 
Bill has been lying by for the last three 
years, and this would be a good time at 
which to deal with the measure. I trust 
that the Minister of "vVater Supply will 
give his attention to the question, and have 
it settled 011 a solid and definite footing. 
At present things are ill a. state of chaos, 
and people do not know which way to turn 
or what to do. With regard to the pro
posal to purchase land in the vicinity of 
cities, I gave it, when introduced by 
the honorable member for Gippsland 

.. 'l{J'. McOoll. 

North some years' ago, my hearty 
support. I think it is a wise pro
posal. We may go further, and follow 
the New Zealand practice by purchasing 
land along the main lines of railway, not 
confiscating it by the imposition of a tax 
OIl unimproved land values, but pur
chasing it fairly and honestly, and set.tling 
people upon it. I am told that of all the 
legislation adopted ill New Zealand, and 
which has been ISO much belauded, the 
most successful has been that providing 
for the repurchase of large estates and 
the settling of people upon the land on 
easy terms. That legislation has been a 
great success, and I believe it would be a 
great success here, and would do more "to 
make our rail ways pay than any other 
measure that we can adopt. rrhere is no 
doubt that the Land Bill promised is 
most important, and there are several 
matters in connexion with it that I would 
ask the Minister of Lauds to note. We 
have very little land left now, and it is 
very poor land. The 8um of £1 an acre 
is too much to charge for it. The State 
would be amply repaid if they gave some 
of it to the people for nothing, on condi
tion that they lived on it and cleared it 
for cultivation. But the State charges 
as much for these poor lands as it 
charged for the good lands that were 
sold years ago, and that is alto
gether unfair. Something should also 
be done with regard to the selectors' rents. 
It is impossible that they can be paid. 
Some years should be added to the term 
of the leases, and the Government should 
be satisfied ill the meantime with the pay
ment of the annual rents, letting the 
arrears stand over. There is one matter 
that has been mentioned by the honorable 
member for Numnrkah, and that is of very 
great importance. I refer to the charge 
of £1 that a man has to pay every time he 
applies for land. In many cases' the 
amount.paid in this way covers the actual 
value of the land. This is not a question 
that involves an amendment. of the Land 
Act. It is a mere matter of l'egulatian, 
and it should be attended to. Only those 
applicants who are successful should be 
required to pay the fee \)f £1. To the 
unsuccessful applicants the fee should be 
red uoed to a large extent. I trust that 
the Premier will adhere to the policy that he 
laid down at St. Kilda. He has now a grand 
opportunity of doing good work for the 
country, and I hope that he will take full 
advantage of it. So far as the Government 
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programme goes we might as well all be 
sitting on one side of the House. 

Mr. SALMON.-Mr. Speaker, I desire 
very briefly to refer to one or two ques
tions that are worthy of the attention of 
the Government and also of honorable 
members. I would, fir3t of all, tender to 
you, Mr. Speaker, my hearty congratu
lations upon the high position to which 
you have attained. I regretted very 
mnch, indeed, to find absent from the 
Governor's speech several measures which 
would have been of great benefit, and 
of great interest also, to this House 
and to the country. I am not going 
to deal with them at length. With 
regard to railway management, I would 
like to draw the attention of the Premier 
to the fact that last session the Minister 
of Rail ways was approached with respect 
to the position of a very large number of 
miners who are living in one place and 
working in. another. We have done a very 
great deal in the past for the unemployed. 
We have given them free passes to enable 
them to go to other parts of the colony in 
which they desire to seek for work. We 
have allowed them other privileges, and 
these men are practically in the same 
position. They are virtually uuemployed, 
and yet we find that the privilege of re
d uced fares, which had been granted to 
them for a considerable time, has suddenly 
and without notice been taken away from 
them. This may seem to some honorable 
members a very small thing, but the num
ber of men affected by the recent action 
of the Commissioner of Railways in doing 
away with the miners' tickets over a radius 
of 25 miles is very large. Those hOll
orable members who have any knowledge 
of the subjeot are aware that this is not 
a small ma.tter, at any rate to the men 
concerned. We have throughout the 
length and breadth of the colony gold
fields which have been worked up to a 
certain point, and which for want of capi
tal and enterprise are now lying compara
tively idle. On these are settled a large 
number of men. 'rhey have built their 
homes upon them. They have taken 
small areas of land. They have cultivated 
orchards, and some of them keep cows and 
a few other, domestic animals. They make 
in this way a certain amount of profit out 
of the land, and they are really some of 
the best settlers we have. They spend 
their wages very wisely indeed, bringing 
up large families, and keeping themselves 
respectable. Owing, as I have said, to 

the want of enterprise and capital, mines 
have been shut down temporarily, and 
a number of these men have been com· 
pelled to go elsewhere to seek for work. 
Thoy get this work and they are com
pelled, if they are some distance .from 
their homes, to remain away for weeks 
together. The department very wisely 
granted them a special privilege. They 
allowed thent to obtain railway tickets 
through the secretary of their associa
tion at a reduced cost. The tickets 
were not issued at the sweet will of any 
irresponsible person or body, but through 
their own authorized agent. They were 
then able to travel at a certain rate. The 
rate, as far as I can gather, was td. per mile 
less than the ordinary rate charged on the 
English railways. It was -ld. per mile. 
The men used the privilege, and it was a 
great advantage to them, and I think a 
great advantage also to the country, be
cause it saved the men from the necessity 
of leading a sort of nomadic life, travelling 
from one place to another, and possibly 
giving up all their family ties, and leaving 
their wives and children to become a bur
den upon the charitable or upon the State. 
'rhe matter has been brought before the 
Minister of Rail ways by myself and other 
honorable members. The honorable gen
tleman promised that he would consult 
with the Premier, but up to the present 
apparently nothing has been dorle. I 
believe myself that the department has 
actually been losing money owing to the 
alteration in the fares. It is my intention 
to ask for a return showing how much 
money has been recei ved for miners' tickets 
since the new regulation was brought into 
force. In my own distriot there are about 
100 men working away from their homes. 
Formerly they visited their homes once in 
every three weeks, but now they only do 
so once in every nine weeks. The fare to 
one place was, under the former regulation, 
5s. 6d., whereas it is now something like 
lIs., and t,he men visit their homes, as I 
have said, every nine weeks, instead of every 
three weeks, so that there is a distinot loss 
to the Railway department. I trust that 
the matter will be favorably considered by 
the Premier. I know that it is no use ap: 
pealing to the Minister of Railways, be. 
cause he has already said that he does not 
believe in this privilege being granted to 
the men. It is a privilege to which I think 
they are entitled if we regard them in their 
proper light-that is, as men who are seek. 
ing employment, rmd who cannot get it 
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without going away from their homes. If 
the conditions are made hard for them, 
they may be forced to break up their 
homes and to compel their families to fol
low them to the nncomfortable surround
ings of a new gold-field. There is another 
point with regard to the Land Act that I 
wou ld like to bring under the notice of the 
Minister of Lands. The 65th sect.ion hoI· 
ders are charged for their land at the l;ate. 
of Is. per acre per annum, and in addition 
to that they have to pay 2s. 6d. each year 
for the licence issued to them. At the 
same time there is no finality. The men 
go on paying, not for twenty years, as the 
old 49th section holders did, but conti· 
nuously, and they are paying the same 
amount now as was charged years ago. I 
think that the licence-fee should be done 
away with. Provision might be made where· 
by a man holding one of these small allot
ments of 20 acres of land wonld, as soon 
as he had paid £1 an acre, be allowed the 
use of the land at a nominal ren t. 

Mr. DUGGAN.-A registration fee. 
Mr. SALMON.-Yes, that would meet 

the case. The laud still remains the pro· 
perty of the Crown, and the miner has 
perfect freedom of access to it. There 
would not be the slightest objection, I feel 
sure, on the part of the miners to these 
men being granted the land at a nominal 
charge. In fact, a large majority of the 
holders of this land are miners themselves. 
There is one other question to which I 
desire to allude, and it was referred to ill 
eloquent terms by the seconder of the 
address in reply. I understand that the 
honorable member for Rodney (Mr. 
Morrissey) also intended to refer to it. I 
regret that he did not, because I feel sure, 
from the way in which he addressed him
self to the other portions of the Governor's 
speech, that he would have done justice to 
this, the greatest of all questions. Noone 
is more pleased than myself to witness the 
advent to the House of a number of men 
who are pronounced federalists. There is 
lloUling that gives me more gratification 
than to know that they will have an 
opportunity now of finding out whom they 
can trust, and also who are the true 
opponents of federation. 'rhey \vill 
find this out very soon indeed, and 
I would urge them to lose no time 
ill seeking the sonrces of the strong 
opposition that is offered to this great 
movement. There is no use disguising 
tho fact that there is a st.rong opposition 
although it is not spread over a very large 

area, and it is the bounderi duty of these 
honorable members to seek it out., and to 
combat it by all means in their power. I 
believe that they will be found to be 
reasonable men, and not men who desire 
to have federation at any price, as has too 
often been said of others who have been 
ardent in support of this movement. They 
will be willing to give up something, at 
all events, to secure this all-important 
end. . 

Mr. HANcocK.-Give up something that 
does not belong to them. 

Mr. SALMON.-Theyare, at any rate, 
able to say that this is their native 
country. No man who comes from the 
old country can say that Australia belongs 
to him especially. The native·born mem
bers of the community have t,hat privilege, 
and I believe it is their intention to have 
a good dea'l more to say in the future than 
they have had in the past with regard to 
the interference of those who do not, and 
cannot possibly, understand the feelings 
with which they regard their native 
land. I have much pleasure in compli
menting the Government on the reason
ableness of their programme. I t bas been 0 

said very often that the popularity of 
the present Government is due altogether 
to the work they have done. I deny 
that, as I have denied it very frequently 
during the last few weeks. I think that 
their popularity is to be attributed very 
largely to the reasonableness of their pro
posals for the future. The country has 
seen that in this Government they have a 
body of men who are determined that they 
will not allow Victoria to be torn asunder 
by internal dissension, but that they will 
see that the natural recuperative power 
the country possesses shall be allowed 
to have its full effect. If time is avail
able, I trust that the Attorney-General 
will give his attention to one other matter, 
and that is the amendment of the Medical 
Act, with reference to the position of the 
Medical Board of Victoria. The members 
of the board have been doing very good 
work, and doing it gratuitously, and they 
now find themselves without any loc~ts 
standi. They have not the educational 
powers which they should possess, and 
their position is an anomalous one. Th~ 
matter has been brought under the notice 
of the Government time after time, and 
relief has been promised, but up to the 
present nothing has been done. I twas 
the Attorney-General who gave it as his 
opinion that the board did not possess the 
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necessary authority to enable it to pro
perly perform its functions, and I think it 
behoves the Government to see that the 
men who are doing this work-and it is 
undoubtedly a valuable work, because it 
means the protection of the people from 
quacks-are properly assisted, and to pro
vide some amendment of the law. There 
would be no difficulty in passing a Bill, 
and it would afford the relief which is so 
earnestly desired, not only by the members 
of the Medical Board, but by every profes
sional man throughout the colony of Vic
toria. I sincerely trnst that we are enter
ing now upon a period of quietness, and in 
saying this I am speaking for my own dis· 
triet. The feeling there is very strongly 
in favour of the position taken up by the 
Government. They think that Parliament 
should confine its attention, for the pre
se~t at all events, to the development of 
the splendid resources the colony possesses, 
and that instead of going in for experi
mental and wild·cat legislation Parliament 
should give its very best attention to such 
measures as will be for the benefit of the 
colony as a \V hole. 

The motion for the adoption of the 
address in reply was agreed to. 

Sir GEORGE 'l'UR~ER moved that the 
address in reply be presented to His 
Excellency the Governor by the Speaker 
and members of the House. 

Mr. 1. A. ISAACS seconded the motion, 
which was agreed to. 

ORDER OF BUSINESS. 

Sir GEORGE TURNER said he would 
suggest that private members who had 
given notice of Bills should now be allowed 
to move their first reading, so that the Bills 
might be circulated. If there was any 
other honorable member who intended to 
introduce a, Bill of which he had not yet 
given notice, he also might be allowed to 
move the first reading. He (Sir George 
Turner) would afterwards introduce a 
number of Bills. 

SCRIPTURE LESSON BOOKS 
(PLEBISCITE) BILL. 

NIr. GHAHAM moved for leave to in
troduce a Bill t.o provide for taking a 
plebiscite of the electors of the colony on 
the question of nsing the Irish National 
Scripture Lesson Books in the State 
schools. 

rfhe motion was agreed to. 
. rrhe BiU was then brought in, and read 
a first time. 

MELBOUI{NE AND METROPOLITAN 
BOARD OF \¥ORKS ACT 1890 

FURTHER .t\MENPMEN'r BILL. 

Mr. GHA.Y moved for leave to introduce 
n Bill to further amend the MeJbourne and 
Metropolitan Board of 'Yorks Act 1890. 

'rhe motion was agreed t.o. 
The Bill was then brought in, and read 

a first time. 

LOCAL GOVERNMENT (GEELONG) 
BILL. 

Mr. HIGGINS (in the absence of Mr. 
GURR) moved for leave to iut.roduce a 
Bill to apply a certain provision of the 
Local Government Act 1890 to the town 
of Geelong. \ 

'fhe motion was agreed to. 
The Bill was then bronght in, and read 

a first time. 

ALIENS BILL. 
Mr. KIRTON (in the absence of Mr. 

VALE) moved for leave to in trod uce a Bill 
to amend the law relating to aliens and 
for other pu rposes. 

The motion was agreed to. 
The Bill was then brought in, and read 

a first time. 

BUNGAREE JUNCTION TO 
RACE-COURSE RESERVE RAILvVAY 

CONSTRUCTION BILL. 

Mr. MURPHY moved for leave to intro
duce a Bill for the purpose of construct
ing a rail way siding from Bllngaree 
J unction to the Race-course Reserve. 

The motion was agreed to. 
The Bill was then brought in, n.nd read 

a first time. 

REFERENDUM BILL. 

Dr: MALONEY (in the absence of Mr. 
OU'J.'~'RIM) moved for leave to introduce a 
Bill to provide for the adoption of the 
referendum. 

The motion was agreed to. 
The Bill was then brought in, and read 

a first time. 

LOCAL GOVERNMENT ACT 
FUR'1'HEH AMENDMENT I~ILL 

(No.1). 

Mr. GRAHAM (in the absence of Mr. 
KENNEDY) moved for leave to introduce a 
Bill to further amend the Local Govern
meut Act 1890.· 

The motion was agreed to. 
The Bill was then brought in, and read 

a first time. 
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LOCAL GOVERNMEN1' Ac'r 
FURTHER AMENDMENT BILL 

(No.2). 
Mr. DUGGAN (in the absence of Mr. 

MCGREGOR) moved for leave to introduce 
a Bill to further amend the Local Govern
ment Act 1890. 

The motion was agreed to. 
The Bill was then brough t in, and read 

a first time. 

NON-COMPULSORY VACCINATION 
BIIJL. 

Mr. COOK moved for leave to introduce 
a Bill to abolish compulsory vaccination. 

The motion was agreed to. 
'rhe Bill was then brought in, and 'read 

a first time. 

HOMES PROTECTION BILL. 
Mr. McCOLL moved for leave to intro

duce a Bi1l to provide for the protectioll 
of homes. 

The motion was agreed to. 
The Bill was then brought. in, alld read 

a first time. 

AUOTION SALES ACT AMENDMEN'r 
BILL. 

Mr. O'NEILL moved for leave to intro
duce a Bill to amend the Auction Sales 
Act 1890. 

The motion was agreed to. 
The Bill was then brought in, and read 

a first time. 

TRADE MARKS ACT AMENDMENT 
BILL. 

·Mr. BENNETT' moved for leave to in
troduce a Bill to amend the 'rrade Marks 
Act 1890. 

The motion was agreed to. 
,The Bill was then brought in, and read 

a first time. 

PURIFICATION OF ROLLS AC1'. 
Dr. MALONEY asked if it would be 

possible for him to proceed with a measure 
that night to provide for the abolition of 
the Purification of Rolls Act ~ 

Sir GEORGE TURNER.-The honor
able member can proceed as far as the first 
reading with any Bill he likes to intro
duce. 

HOSPITALS AND CHARITIES ACT 
AMENDMENT BILL. 

Sir GEORGE TURNER moved for leave 
to introduce n. Bill to amend the Hospitals 
and Charities Act 1890 and for other 
purposes. 

The motion was agreed to. 

The Bill was then brought in, and read 
a first time. 

ADMINISTRATION AND PROBATE 
ACTS AMENDMENT BILL. 

Mr. 1. A. ISAACS moved for leave to 
introduce a Bill to amend the Adminis
tration and Probate Acts. 

The motion was agreed to. 
The Bill was then brought in, and read 

ct first time. 

POST OFFICE AC1' AMENDMENT 
BILL. 

Mr. DUFFY moved for leave to intro
duce a Bill to amend the Post Office Act 
1890 and for other purposes. 

The motion was agreed to. 
The Bill was then brought in, and read 

a first time. 

VEGETATION DISEASES AC'r 1896 
AMENDMENT BILL. 

Mr. 'rA VERNER moved for leave to in
troduce a Bill to amend the Vegetation 
Diseases Act 1896. 

The motion was agreed to. 
The Bill was then brought in, and read 

a first time. 

GREAT MOR'VELL COAL COMPANY'S 
RAILWAY PURCHASE BILL. 

Mr. H. R. WILLIAMS moved for le!1ve 
to introduce a Bill to validate the purchase 
of the Great Morwell Coal Company's line 
of railway. , 

The motion was agreed to. 
The Bill was then brought in, and read 

a first time. 

~rRUS'l' FUNDS VESTING BILL. 
Sir GEORGE TURNER moved for leave 

to introduce a Bill to vest the trust funds 
in trustees and for other purposes. 

The motion was agreed to. 
The Bi1l was then brought in, and read 

a first time. 

STUDLEY PARK BRIDGE BILL. 

Mr. I. A. ISAACS moved for leave to 
introd uce a Bill relating to the Studley 
Park Bridge. 

The motion was agreed to. 
The Bill was then brought in, and read 

a first time. 

VERMIN DESTRUCTION ACT 
AMENDMENT BILL. 

Mr. DUFFY (in the absence of Mr. 
BEST) moved for leave to introduce a Bill to 
amend the Vermin Destruction Act 1890. 
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The motion was agreed to. 
The Bill was then brought in, and read 

a first time. 

EXPOl~,rrED PRODUCTS BILL. 

Mr. TAVERNER moved for lea.ve to 
introduce a Bill to provide for the inspec
tion of live stoek, meat, dairy produce, 
fruit, and other products intended for ex
port, and to regulate the exportation 
thereof. 

The rnotion was agreed to. 
The Bill was then brought in, and read 

a first time. 

FRAUDULENT RAILW-AY 'rICKETS 
BILL. 

Mr. H. R. vVILLIAMS moved for leave 
to introduce a Bill relating to fraudulent 
rail way tickets or passes. 

The motion was agreed to. 
The Bill was then brought in, and read 

a first time. 

DOOKIE AND KA'rAMATITE 
rrRA1nV A Y BILL. 

SiL' GEORGE TURNER moved for lea.ve 
to introduce a Bill rehl,ting to the Dookie 
and Katamatite 'l'ramway. 

'1'he motion was agreed to. 
The Bill was then brought in, and read 

a first time. 

MARINE ACrr FUR'rHER 
AMENDMENT BILL. 

Mr. 1. A. ISAACS (in the absence of 
Mr. BEST), moved for leave to introdnce 
a Bill to further amend the Marine Act 
1890. 

The motion was agreed to. 
rrhe Bill was then brought in, and read 

a first time. 

EDUCATION DEPARTMENT 
(OFFICERS AND TEACHERS) BILL. 

Sir GEORGE TURNER (in the abi3ence 
of Mr. PEACOCK) moved for leave to intro
duce a Bill relating to certain officers and 
teachers who held office in the Education 
department at the passing of the Public 
Service Act 1883. 

~ehe motion was agreed to. 
The Bill was then brought in, and read 

a first time. 

MINING DEVELOPMENT AC'1' 1896 
FURTHER AMENDMENT BILL. 

Mr. 1. A. ISAACS (in the absence of 
Mr. FOSTER) moved for leave to intro
duce a Bill to further amend the Mining 
Development Act 1896. 

Second Session 1897.-[5] 

The motion was agreed to. 
The Bill was then brought in, and read 

a first time. 

ADJOURNMENT. 

Sir GEOH,GE TURNEH, moved that the 
Honse, at its rising, adjourn until 'V ed
nesday, November 10. He said that 
the Bills which the House had been good 
ellough t.o read a first time that evening 
would, in the meantime, be circulated. 
'Vhen the Honse re-assem bled he hoped 
to be in a position to proceed with his 
second-reading speech 011 the Charities 
Bill, after which the other measures, which 
chiefly related to small matters, might be 
gone on with. 

Mr. ZOX asked whether the Premier 
intended to distribute copies 6f the 
Charities Bill among the various munici-

"palities and charitable inst,itntions of the 
colony, so that those bodies might make 
any suggestions for improvement which 
they thought desirable 1 The matter was 
one of very great importance to the muni
cipalities and charitable institutions, and 
they should have ample opportunity of 
discussing the subject on its merits. 

Sir GEOHGE TURNER remarked that 
he proposed to send a few copies of the 
Bill to each municipality and charitable 
institution which would be affected by 
it. 

Mr. MURRAY observed that no mem~ 
bel' of the House was more anxious to see 
the work of Parliament expedited than he 
was, but he understood that adjonrn~ 
ing till the 10th of November would put 
the House in a difficult position. He was 
informed that the Speaker had made an en
gagement with Vice-H,oyalty which would 
oblige him to be absent from the chamber 
on that day. He (Mr. Murray) did not 
InlOW what the House would do under 
those circumstances. No Deputy Spettker 
had been appointed, and it seemed that 
either a breach of arrangement made with 
the representative of Her Gracious Majesty 
must be made or the House must forego the 
transaction of business. He (Mr. Murray) 
wou ld ask the Premier what course was 
to be followed 1 As the vVarrnambool 
Agricultural Show was to be held on the 
11th of November, he (Mr. Murray) would 
have some difficulty in attending the' 
House on the 10th. He had so frequently 
appealed to the generosity of the Premier 
in vain that on the present occasion he 
would merely appeal to t.he honorable 
gentleman's sense of justice. 
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Sir GEORGE Tum-mR.-I am willing that 
the House ~han rneet on the 11 th N ovem
ber instead of the 10th. 

Mr. MUHHAY stated that that arrange
mellt would be worse dlan the first one 
proposed. It would be better for the 
House to meet a few days later. There 
were the festivities of the 9th of November 
to be got over. He believed that honor
able members generally were favorable to 
the House meeting for the resumption of 
business Oll the 16th November. 

Mr. MUHRAY SMITH said that, in the 
absence of the leader of the Opposition, 
he would gladly fall in wi th the proposal 
of t.he Premier that the House should 
adjourn unt.il the 10th November. 

:Mr. GRAHAM asked the Premier to 
reconsider the terms of his motion, as the 
Speaker had entered into an engagement 
with His Excellency the Governor which 
would take him to SOllth Gippsland on the 
10th November. An adjournment to that 
day would hardly be fair to the Speaker, 
who perhaps when he made the arrange
ment with His Excellency was not expect
ing to be elected to the chair. If the 
House adjonrned till a week later than the 
day named by the Premier, the Speaker 
would be enabled to carry out his engage
ment. 

The SPEAKER.-His Excellency the 
Governor made an arrangement, at the 
request of some of my constituents, up
wards of three months ago, to pay an 
official visit to South Gippsland, leaving 
Melbourne on 'Wednesday, the 10th of 
November, and returning on the following 
Friday, and I agreed to accompa,ny the 
Government HOUf;e party. The position is 
awkward, but, of course, my first duty lies 
here. At the same time, 1 shall be loath 
to break my engagement with His Exc~l
lency. 

Mr. ZOX suggested to the Premier that. 
he should consent to the Honse adjourn
ing till the 16th November. 

Sir GEORGE rl'UHNEH remarked that, 
under the circumstances, honorable mem
bers would agree with him that the only 
course open to him ·was to ask the House 
to adjourn till the 16th November. At 
the s~u:ne time, honorable members must 
not forget that the Federal Convention 
was to meet in Melbourne on the 20th 
January, and that he, as a member of the 
Finance Committee, would for some time 
before the end of the year and in the first 
three weeks of January have his ha.nds 
full, as he had to prepare for the meeting; 

and add:tiollal work would also be thrown 
upon his collen~;ues. He ·trusted that 
honorable mem bers would bear those facts. 
in mind, and that they would do their 
be8t durillg the four or five weeks in which 
the House could sit to expedite bURiness,. 
so as to finish the work of the session as 
early in December a.s possible. He begged 
to withdraw the motion, and to. move 
that the House, at its rising, adjourn until 
Tuesday, November 16. 

The substituted motion was agreed to. 
The SPEAKEH..-I have to express my 

obligations to the Premier and to honor
abl<;), members for the gracious way in 
which they have assented to my wishes. 

'The House adjourned at twenty·eight 
minutes past nine o'clock, until Tuesday~ 
November 16. 

LEGISLATIVE COUNCIL. 
Wednesday, Nove'lnber 10, 1897. 

Leave of Absence: Sir Frederick Sal'good : Han. N. Levi
Defunct Companies Bill-Public Contracts Bill
Adjounlluent. 

The PRESIDENT took the chair at nine, 
teen minutes to five o'clock p.m., and read 
the prayer. 

LEAVE OF ABSENCE. 
The HOll. C. J. flAM (in the absence· 

of the Hon. J. SERVICE) moved that leave 
of absence be granted to Sir Frederick 
Sargood for the remainder 0f the session, 
on account of urgent privat.e business. 

The motion was agreed to. 
The HOll. G. GODFREY moved that 

leave of absence be granted to the Hon. 
N. Levi for the remainder of the session,. 
on account of urgent priv.ate business. 

The motion was agreed to. 

DEFUNCT COMPANIES BILL. 
Sir HENUY CUTHBERT moved for 

leave to introduce a Bill relatiug to de
funct companies. 

The motion was agreed to. 
rrhe Bill was then brought in, a.nd read 

a first time. 

PUBLIC UONTHACTS BILL. 
On the order of the day for the second 

reading of this Bill, 
Sir HENHY CUTHBERT observed 

that an intimation had been given through 
the press .that the Council would meet 
that day merely for the purpose of ad
journing to a certai~ date, and it would 


