
Member Electorate

Period

Total amount paid to member for electorate allowance

Total amount paid to member for expense allowance

Total amount paid to member for parliamentary accommodation sitting allowance

Suburb in which the member's parliamentary accommodation is located

Date from Date until Reason for travel Total amount 

paid

Town or city in which 

accomodation was 

located

Value of the 

accomodation

Total number of nights for travel allowance claims 0

Total amount paid to member for travel allowance $0.00

Regulation 6 - Expense allowance and electorate allowance

Frank McGuire Broadmeadows

01 April 2022 to 30 June 2022

n/a

$10,917.48

$897.75

Regulation 7 - Motor vehicle allowance

Total amount paid to member for motor vehicle allowance $5,366.20

Member did not receive the motor vehicle allowance in the previous quarter and member has 

elected to receive the motor vehicle allowance for this quarter

Yes

Regulation 9 - Parliamentary accommodation sitting allowance

$0.00

Regulation 10 - Travel allowance claims

Taken as certified. 1



Date from Date until Reason for travel Total amount 

paid

Mode of transport Value of 

transport

Total number of nights for commercial transport allowance claims 0

Total amount paid to member for commercial transport allowance $0.00

Date from Date until Reason for travel Total amount 

paid

24-Jun-22 21-Jul-22 Delegate & speaker at Australian British Health 

Catalyst (flights only)

$5,964.21

Total number of nights for international travel allowance claims 0

Total amount paid to member for international travel allowance $5,964.21

Regulation 11 - Commercial transport allowance claims

Regulation 12 - International travel allowance claims

Taken as certified. 2
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Executive Summary 

As Victoria’s Parliamentary Secretary for Medical Research, I represented the Victorian 

Government at the Australian British Health Catalyst 2022 on “The Future of Healthcare in the 

UK and Australia: Digital and People.” It proved vital and urgent in the time of pandemic and 

highly valuable for the opportunities I uncovered and have pursued. “Creating Opportunity from 

Adversity” was the title of my presentation on establishing the health precincts of the future in 

built and virtual forms; sharing intellectual property; leveraging value; cutting costs and 

accelerating results. I identified more valuable investment opportunities through the European 

Australian Business Council’s mission in London and Italy. These featured:  

• Multi-billion-euro opportunities for life-changing and lifesaving collaborations.  

• Access to breakthrough technologies against cancers, including the so-called Australian 

disease, melanoma. 

• Lessons learned from the COVID-19 pandemic. 

• New digital technologies to reduce hospital waiting lists, crucial in the time of pandemic. 

Such leads were followed up on the spot and continue to be pursued. Projects remain confidential 

but the leader of Italy’s biomedical sector publicly acknowledged the potential value: 
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Expanding Victoria’s International Leadership 

The aim of my presentation was to highlight Victoria as the beating heart of Australia’s 

internationally acclaimed medical research and health system, and to harness the Australian 

British Health Catalyst 2022 for collaboration with UK health leaders and international 

innovators to deliver results at home and abroad.   

• Victoria is home to 22 world-class medical research institutes. Many played a critical 

role during the COVID-19 pandemic, including the Peter Doherty Institute for 

Infection and Immunity, named after Australia’s Nobel Prize winner for Medicine. 

Victoria’s medical research sector supports more than 30,000 jobs across institutes, 

universities and industry, in a community generating defining breakthroughs.1  

 

• Many of these medical research institutes are located within Victoria’s thriving 

health precincts alongside universities, hospitals, and industry leaders.  

 

• Two of these epicentres, the Monash Precinct in Clayton, and the Melbourne 

Biomedical Precinct in Parkville, are home to World Top 20 universities for 

Medicine. Monash University has risen to world number one ranking for Pharmacy 

and Pharmacology.  

• Australia’s is one of a small number of countries manufacturing vaccines. Victoria 

is Australia’s manufacturing base with CSL making more than 50 million doses of 

Astra-Zeneca from Britain in Broadmeadows. Another $1.8 billion deal to 

manufacture vaccines nearby against influenza extends this ecosystem. Victoria won 

the highly contested national bid to manufacture next generation mRNA vaccines 

with Moderna. I have advocated to the Australian Government that saving lives is 

the best diplomacy and the new Australian Government subsequently delivered extra 

vaccines in the South Pacific. 

• This growing eco-system in Victoria is Australia’s competitive advantage. Proximity 

of these institutes to industry, often within walking distance, has created innovation 

precincts with critical mass.  

• Capitalising on the research and innovation potential and expanding precincts is a 

feature of the Victorian Government’s Innovation Statement through investments 

driving economic development.2 

• The Victorian Government’s Leadership is defined by the $400 million investment 

to establish the largest centre of infectious disease expertise in the Southern 

Hemisphere, the Australian Institute for Infectious Disease (AIID).3 

 

 

 

 
1 https://djpr.vic.gov.au/medical-research/strengths 
2 https://djpr.vic.gov.au/innovation-victoria/about/our-agenda 
3 https://aiid.edu.au/ 
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Digital and Sustainable Health Precincts  
 

• Investments like the AIID will build the capabilities of health precincts, helping them 

become bigger, more sophisticated hubs for research and economic growth. 

• Physical connectedness is an established focus of precinct design, but the COVID-

19 pandemic has highlighted the increasing importance of digital connectedness.  

• This report highlights how health precincts of the future must adapt to changes from 

digital technology to capitalise on the new opportunities innovations are generating. 

• The Victorian Government is working to ensure local health precincts adapt to digital 

transformation and make the most of the new opportunities it provides including: 

o The Digital Strategy 2021- 20264 released last year outlines the 

Government’s ambition to propel Victoria through investment in digital 

infrastructure and skills. 

o The $2 billion Breakthrough Victoria Fund has been launched to invest in 

advances across priority sectors, including digital technologies.  

o Victoria’s start-up agency, LaunchVic, supports programs targeted at 

Victoria’s HealthTech start-ups, generating a range of economic and health 

benefits including more efficient health services and improved results in 

patient care.  

o $123.8 million was invested to create a shared electronic medical records 

system across the Melbourne Biomedical Precinct’s health services. This 

investment will improve patient care and deliver data insights that medical 

researchers will use to accelerate better health results.    

• Environmental factors in expanding health precincts are being included in creating 

new health precincts and how they can become paradigms for the broader 

community. 

• The University of Melbourne is an example through its recently launched 

‘Sustainability Plan 2030’ outlining a whole-of-University approach to address the 

global climate and sustainability crisis that strengthens the University’s commitment 

to climate leadership.5 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
4 https://www.vic.gov.au/a-future-ready-victoria 
5 https://www.unimelb.edu.au/newsroom/news/2022/may/university-of-melbourne-launches-climate-action-
plan#:~:text=The%20Sustainability%20Plan%202030%20renews,safe%20climate%20for%20the%20planet. 
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Achieving a Net Zero health care system 
 

• Health care systems use significant amounts of energy and water and generate large 

volumes of waste, a concern the COVID-19 pandemic exacerbated.  

• In Victoria, the Department of Health, and funded agencies, including public 

hospitals and health services, undertake a wide range of emission reduction 

initiatives across the health system6 including activities associated with the Whole of 

Victorian Government's Emissions Reduction Pledge to use 100 per cent renewable 

electricity for all its operations from 2025.7 

• Through programs like the Breakthrough Victoria Fund, the Government is 

supporting innovative ideas for a clean economy, in the health sector, and across 

the entire economy.  

Bringing Value Home 
 

Benefits and opportunities from this health catalyst and business mission have been reported 

to the Victorian Minister for Medical Research, the Victorian Government’s Health and 

Medical Research Strategic Advisory Committee, of which I am a member, and Parliament. 

Here is an edited version of my Parliamentary contribution on August 2 defining the 

significance of the catalyst and mission: 

 

This is one of our world-leading areas. Victoria’s health and medical research sector is one 

of the state’s most significant and productive industries. Every $1 invested in the sector 

generates $3.90 of activity in the economy. Medical research has the best of our intellect, 

and it is how we drive the bigger picture ideas and then deliver the results for people to save 

lives and change lives at home and abroad. Here is how we take care of people, we build a 

better system, and we drive economic activity and benefit for the community. 

 

I have been pursuing how we can get multi-billion-euro investment opportunities from the 

UK and Italy to save lives at home and abroad. This stems from my address to the Australian 

British Health Catalyst, “Creating Opportunity from Adversity.” That was the theme I was 

prosecuting, and it has led to new opportunity. We had a great response from the Italian 

Ministry of Economic Development. It has hundreds of millions of euros to invest.  

 

 
6 https://www.health.vic.gov.au/environmental-health/climate-change-strategy 
7 https://www.health.vic.gov.au/environmental-health/climate-change-strategy 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

https://www.health.vic.gov.au/environmental-health/climate-change-strategy
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The leader of their biomedical sector publicly described the meeting on partnership scenarios 

as ‘great’, so there is an immediate connection and willingness to collaborate with what we 

are doing in Victoria, as Australia’s leader. That is the key. These proposals offer outstanding 

benefits for medical research, education, and industry development at home and abroad.  

Monash University has the competitive advantage, with a campus in Italy and a world 

number one ranking for commercialising intellectual property in pharmacy, and it is one of 

the epicentres of Victoria’s acclaimed ecosystem. The projects remain confidential, but this 

is a collaboration scenario that is being pursued. 

 

The second initiative I pursued is an Australian research collaboration with the UK, which 

has €2 billion it wants to invest in science and medical research. The problem it has is the 

European Union is blocking the UK from the world’s largest research and development 

investment fund, the €95 billion Horizon Europe fund. This provides a lucrative opportunity 

for Australia, with Victoria as the beating heart of our medical research. This gives us the 

best chance to make progress on these issues and to land a deal and a benefit for all of 

Australia, based predominantly in Victoria.  

ec_rtd_he-investing-to-shape-our-future_0.pdf (europa.eu) 

 

The third initiative has already secured access to new digital technologies to enable health 

breakthroughs featuring the fight against cancer, especially the so-called Australian disease, 

melanoma, and how we address hospital waiting lists, which is critical, and how we use 

digital technology and other breakthroughs on mental health. This is the result of the 

investment from this government over a long period of time to build these ecosystems.  

 

Here is a connection where we can bring our best and brightest in the same way that we did 

with the Cancer Moonshot. We internationalised President Barack Obama’s Moonshot quest 

to cure cancer where he put then Vice-President Joe Biden in charge of “Mission Control,” 

and he came to Victoria in 2016 for the launch of our billion-dollar jewel in Australia’s 

medical research crown, the Victorian Comprehensive Cancer Centre. We are doing world-

leading research. We have had the Royal Commission into Victoria’s Mental Health System. 

The rest of the world is looking at what Victoria is doing as Australia’s leader. We recently 

won the highly contested national bid to manufacture mRNA vaccines. This becomes 

another part of our competitive advantage, and one development leads to another. 

 

Looking at how sophisticated the Monash sector is, you have the university, you have CSIRO 

connected by Innovation Walk, and we are going to have the heart hospital there as well. 

This is how we keep driving the sector and how it has the impact on saving lives at home 

and abroad. The point I want to make is how national governments from Italy and the UK 

see the opportunity that we can provide. That is what I have tried to do: create opportunity, 

and then deliver the results. These are key strategies that will be pursued. 

 

 

 

 

 

https://research-and-innovation.ec.europa.eu/system/files/2022-06/ec_rtd_he-investing-to-shape-our-future_0.pdf
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The situation that the UK finds itself in, it has the €2 billion that it wants to invest, but it has 

now been frozen out by the European Union from the world’s largest investment in research 

and development, the €95 billion Horizon Europe fund. That is because of Brexit, and the 

situation in Ireland. So here is the opportunity. We are reaching out, saying, ‘We can partner 

with you. If you want to invest with the best, you invest in Victoria’. That is how we have 

built this system, and that gives us the leadership position in medical research, not just 

nationally but also of international significance. 

 

I argue simply that you look at the three biggest cities: Boston, with Harvard and MIT; 

London, with Imperial College and Oxbridge; and Melbourne, with the sophistication of the 

Parkville precinct, with all our medical research leaders (connected to the University of 

Melbourne). Then you reach across to the ‘great southern hub,’ which is Monash University 

and CSIRO, and then you look at the manufacturing of vaccines, and we have the 

manufacturing arm in Broadmeadows with CSL. We have the extra $1.8 billion deal, with 

the former federal government, for new vaccines against influenza nearby. So, there is your 

manufacturing hub. There will be others to come, no doubt, with the manufacturing of 

mRNA.  
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New Innovations and Insights  
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EABC Mission 
 

 
 
On Sunday July 3, I joined the EABC’s mission when it arrived in London, meeting the acting 

High Commissioner of Australian to the United Kingdom, Lynette Wood, with a senior adviser 

to the Prime Minister of the United Kingdom. The once in a generation Australia-UK Free 

Trade Agreement redefining Australia’s relationship with the UK has been signed and must be 

passed by both national Parliaments. I proposed the benefits of this deal be reframed to highlight 

vaccines and health innovations, defining its life-saving benefits in the time of pandemic, and 

raising public appreciation above vegemite and marmite. The UK Prime Minister’s senior 

adviser supported this strategy for the forthcoming debates.  

 

EABC chair and former Australian Trade Minister, Simon Crean, re-joined the mission after 

newly elected Australian Prime Minister, Anthony Albanese invited him to Paris for meetings 

with French Government officials to reset bilateral relations between Australia and France. 

Both countries have officially moved past the submarine row, paving the way for future 

diplomatic and business opportunities after President Macron and Prime Minister Albanese 

committed to build a “closer and stronger bilateral relationship based on mutual trust and 

respect.”  Both countries have agreed to a new agenda for cooperation founded on defence and 

security, resilience and climate action, and education and culture.  

 

EABC chair, Simon Crean, participated in the Business Forum hosted by MEDEF International 

with the Australian Prime Minister. Key areas of collaboration are opportunities in the hydrogen 

sector, infrastructure projects and diversification of supply chains. The mood of leading 

European countries has advanced significantly, from polite indifference to a European Union 

Free Trade Agreement with Australia before the pandemic, to public support and urgency, 

especially after the war in Europe delivered fuel and food crises. The need to build stronger ties 

with like-minded countries is recognised as crucial. EABC reports positive momentum to 

conclude an EU-Australia Free Trade Agreement and that a deal could be reached by early 

2023. President Macron may visit Australia after the G20 in Bali on November 15-16 this year.  
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The collaborative strategy I have implemented combining the three-tiers of Government, business 

and civil society through the Global Learning Village and Broadmeadows Revitalisation Board 4.0 

has accelerated my plan to reimagine Broadmeadows from a rustbelt to green-belt and brain-belt. 

This vision is being delivered through the $1 billion investments I have inspired to transform the 

derelict Ford site creating a predicted 5,000 cleaner, greener jobs at no cost to taxpayers and 

defining Broadmeadows as a national vaccine manufacturing epicentre. CSL is manufacturing more 

than 50 million doses of Astra-Zeneca vaccine in Broadmeadows with a $1.8 billion deal for new 

vaccines against influenza to begin nearby soon. Technology empowered leadership is connecting 

the disconnected. Delivering such strategies were of significant interest to the Milano Innovation 

District (MIND). 

 

 

 



143 
 

 

 

 



144 
 



145 
 



146 
 



147 
 



148 
 



149 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



150 
 

Conclusion 
 

Constancy of purpose counts. “Creating Opportunity from Adversity” is my driving theme 

in the time of pandemic. It is at the heart of the health precincts of the future in built and 

virtual form, in the partnerships we build to share intellectual property, leverage value, cut 

costs and accelerate results. Collaborations are more important now than ever in confronting 

the catastrophes of our times. Existential threats have converged from climate change and 

the global pandemic to the worst recession since the Great Depression, and the consequences 

of a new war in Europe. 

Creating opportunity, leveraging assets, and building collaborations delivering results is the 

theme I beat like a drum. It has proved successful internationally through the Cancer 

Moonshot with the White House, the Australian British Health Catalyst and EABC mission. 

The Free Trade Agreement between Australia and the United Kingdom and the AUKUS 

alliance provide mechanisms to expand collaboration and deliver a brain gain instead of a 

brain drain. 

Understanding global uncertainties is vital. China is on a trajectory to overtake the United 

States in research and development in two years. The UK is suffering a “brain drain” after 

being blocked by the European Union from continuing in the €95 billion grant scheme, 

“Horizon Europe.” I drew these themes together to create an international vision to deliver 

community results, avoid cultural blind spots and placed-based disadvantage that have 

proved devastating during globalisation and the pandemic. 

The people and institutions at the Catalyst provided a wonderful opportunity, especially 

because politics has too often failed, or sidelined science. In a new period of Counter-

Enlightenment, the worst pandemic in more than a century has stalked inequality, exposing 

systemic fault-lines like an X-ray. 

As Victoria’s first Parliamentary Secretary for Medical Research, I have committed eight 

years to help define a state, national and international vision and strategy for this sector in 

collaboration with the Premier, Daniel Andrews, Ministers, public servants, leaders of 

institutes and industry. My other critical aim is to avoid Einstein’s definition of insanity. 

When the fatigue and fog of the pandemic clears, we do not return to doing the same thing 

over and over again expecting different results because the focus of contemporary politics 

can shift in the blink of a tweet. All we must defeat is the silo mentality, turf wars, 

institutional ego, bureaucratic inertia, the political cycle and the fog and fatigue of the 

pandemic. Add to this list the triumph of politics over rational decision making and 

Einstein’s definition of insanity repeating cultural, generational, and systemic failures.  

My pursuit is expanding international eco-systems. We should think of data as infrastructure, 

collaborate across organisations and not abandon postcodes of disadvantage like orphans.  
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Therefore, through the Broadmeadows Revitalisation Board 4.0, I have been coordinating 

the implementation of key strategies I have written: “Creating Opportunity: Postcodes of 

Hope,” 2016; “Building Smarter Cities: Stronger Communities,” 2017; and “Homes for 

Community Heroes” 2021. They establish Broadmeadows as a prototype converting a rust 

belt to a green belt and brain belt and are being delivered under the “Comeback” 

implementation strategy 2020.  

https://www.frankmcguire.com.au/wp-content/uploads/2016/12/Creating-

Opportunity-Postcodes-of-Hope-Strategy-Launch.pdf  

https://www.frankmcguire.com.au/wp-content/uploads/2018/10/2018-Building-

Smarter-Cities-Stronger-Communities-Final-1.pdf 

 

The Victorian Government is investing $2 billion in the Breakthrough Victoria Fund to 

create the industries and jobs of tomorrow by fast tracking commercialisation and innovation 

featuring scientific, digital, health and life sciences. The Governor of Victoria is leading a 

mission of our universities in the top 1 per cent internationally to the UK to expand 

collaboration. The Medical Research Future Fund is rising to $20 billion, and we have former 

leaders of Research Australia here to help build collaboration. 

On genomics, the Generation Victoria or GenV Project, is one of the world’s most exciting 

child and parent research initiatives to define a picture of the health and wellbeing of a 

generation of children and parents, and assess predispositions to allergies, anxiety and other 

health problems, headed by the Murdoch Children’s Research Centre. 

The Victorian Government has invested $400 million in the Australian Institute for 

Infectious Disease founded on the Doherty Institute with Nobel Laureate for Medicine, Prof. 

Peter Doherty. The University of Melbourne invested another $250 million into this project. 

Healthcare in the UK has improved dramatically since the Victorian era, yet the geography 

of the coronavirus deaths closely follows the pattern of poor health in the 19th Century 

defining “deeply entrenched” disadvantage and ill-health stretching back at least 170 years, 

according to the Chief Medical Officer for England, Prof. Chris Whitty.   

Nobel Laureate, Prof. Peter Doherty defined a significant cultural gap, the historic lack of 

scientists among elected leaders, in his aptly titled book, “The Knowledge Wars.” This gap 

has contributed to a new period of Counter-Enlightenment. The reality is we know where 

inequality lives. It’s the same place as poverty and crime. As the last great Emperor of Rome, 

Marcus Aurelius defined “poverty is the mother of crime?”  

As the Parliamentary Secretary for Crime Prevention, I have driven the initiative for a whole 

of Government response to change the social determinants of life. The political reality is the 

survival instinct too often trumps the public interest, gifting resources to marginal seats 

ahead of those of greater need and disadvantage, leading to compounding complexity and 

place-based disadvantage.  

Developing medical research is emblematic of Australian leadership and excellence. The 

Victorian Government’s record investments during the past eight years are landmark 

achievements, from building infrastructure to the significance of elegant science in 

breakthrough to save lives and livelihoods at home and abroad. Delivering the health 

precincts strategy has proved defining and will add increasing value with every dollar 

invested in this sector generating $3.90 of activity in the economy.  

 

 

 

 

https://www.frankmcguire.com.au/wp-content/uploads/2016/12/Creating-Opportunity-Postcodes-of-Hope-Strategy-Launch.pdf
https://www.frankmcguire.com.au/wp-content/uploads/2016/12/Creating-Opportunity-Postcodes-of-Hope-Strategy-Launch.pdf
https://www.frankmcguire.com.au/wp-content/uploads/2018/10/2018-Building-Smarter-Cities-Stronger-Communities-Final-1.pdf
https://www.frankmcguire.com.au/wp-content/uploads/2018/10/2018-Building-Smarter-Cities-Stronger-Communities-Final-1.pdf
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The Melbourne Biomedical Precinct in Parkville and the Monash Precinct in Clayton, with 

the vaccine manufacturing epicentre in Broadmeadows and the forthcoming mRNA hub are 

key sources of innovation and economic growth that must continue to evolve, especially in 

the time of pandemic, through investment to change and save lives.  

I highlighted these themes in my presentation “Creating Opportunity from Adversity” and 

panel discussion at the Catalyst and the EABC mission, underscoring the importance of 

investment, international collaboration for breakthroughs and sustainability.  

• New health precincts must be global in reach and ambition to get the de-personalised 

data to the best and brightest to accelerate breakthrough and remedies.  

 

• It must also be local with a high priority to convert Postcodes of Disadvantage into 

Postcodes of Hope. 

It has been a humbling privilege to serve as Victoria’s first Parliamentary Secretary for 

Medical Research for eight years with some of the most eminent leaders who are 

overwhelmingly culturalists, not monetarist, competitors and colleagues collaborating to 

improve and save lives, especially given how often politics has failed or sidelined science. 

This is a cause I will continue to try to rectify in the public interest.  
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MEDIA RELEASE 
15 Aug 2022 

Prime Minister, Premier of Victoria, Minister for Health and Aged Care, 
Minister for Industry and Science 

 

Onshore manufacturing of life-saving mRNA vaccines took a major step forward today, with 

the Australian Government, Moderna and the Victorian Government finalising all 

arrangements for the 10-year partnership. 

Under the agreements, an mRNA vaccine manufacturing facility will be built at Monash 

University, helping protect Australians against future pandemics, supporting local industry 

and creating highly skilled local jobs. 

Moderna will also establish its headquarters and a Regional Research Centre in Victoria. 

Once operational, the facility will be able to produce up to 100 million vaccine doses every 

year. 

Once this critical onshore mRNA capability is established, Australia will reduce its 

dependence on imported mRNA vaccines and our vulnerability to supply disruptions or 

delays. 

It will give Australians local and ongoing access to Moderna’s COVID-19 vaccine – Spikevax 

– and give us an onshore mRNA manufacturing capability in the event of a new pandemic, 

such as avian influenza or another new pathogen, vaccine-resistant COVID-19 variants or a 

global resurgence of infections. 

The partnership will lead to a world-class mRNA ecosystem based in Melbourne, attract 

highly skilled staff and expand local capability through joint ventures with leading Australian 

research organisations. 

Quotes attributable to Prime Minister Anthony Albanese: 

“The COVID-19 pandemic is a once in a generation challenge that gives us a once in a 

generation opportunity to come back stronger and better than ever.” 

“The pandemic has shown us how important local manufacturing capability is to our security 

and to our health.” 

“This significant deal will protect Australians and Australian sovereignty.” 

Quotes attributable to Premier of Victoria Daniel Andrews: 

“This agreement means that Victoria will be home to Moderna’s only mRNA manufacturing 

and finishing centre in the Southern Hemisphere.”  

“We have the skills and the equipment needed to deliver this vital onshore capability - it will 

save lives, create jobs and strengthen Victoria's position as a national leader in medical 

manufacturing.” 

“The pandemic has shown us how important it is to have strong sovereign capacity – we’re 

not wasting a second in making sure we have access to the vaccines we need to keep 

Victorians safe.” 
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Quotes attributable to Minister Butler: 

“I was honoured to sign an agreement today with my Victorian Government counterpart – 

Minister for Innovation, Medical Research and the Digital Economy Jaala Pulford – to 

finalise this 10-year strategic partnership.” 

“It was a pivotal step in helping protect Australians against future pandemics while supporting 

local industry. 

Quotes attributable to Minister Husic: 

“Australia has the world-class capabilities needed to develop and produce the next generation 

of medical technology, matched with leading researchers and a highly skilled workforce. 

“This landmark agreement signals the Australian Government’s commitment and support for 

sovereign manufacturing capability in critical industries.” 

Quotes attributable to Minister Pulford: 

“We warmly welcome Moderna to Melbourne - this facility and research centre together with 

Victoria's world-class science and health tech will generate major medical breakthroughs.” 

“We’ll keep making the big, bold investments needed to make sure we have the best research, 

the best facilities and the best treatments to keep Victorians safe and healthy.”  

Quote attributable to Moderna General Manager Australia & New Zealand Michael 

Azrak:  

“We look forward to being a part of the Monash Clayton precinct and contributing to the 

R&D ecosystem in Melbourne and across Australia.”  

 

 

 

 



155 
 

 

 



156 
 

Member’s Statement to the Victorian Parliament, August 16, 2021: 

 

In the era of distraction, value can too often be lost in the blink of a tweet. 

 So, I want to highlight that a world-first mRNA manufacturing facility on a university campus 

was announced yesterday at Monash with Moderna. 

  

Melbourne, like Boston and London, is a world leader in life-changing and life-saving medical 

research emanating from our internationally acclaimed academies, especially the University of 

Melbourne and Monash. mRNA provides next generation vaccines against the pandemic and is 

crucial for breakthroughs against cancers and other diseases. 

  

I was delighted to join Prime Minister, Anthony Albanese, the Premier, Federal and State 

Ministers for this defining announcement for health, science, and national security. 

 

As Victoria’s first Parliamentary Secretary for Medical Research my driven pursuit has been 

internationalising collaborations and delivering community results. Initiatives range from 

identifying new multi-billion-euro opportunities with the United Kingdom and the European 

Union and advocacy internationalising the Cancer Moonshot with the White House that brought 

Joe Biden to Melbourne in 2016 for the opening of the billion-dollar jewel in Australia’s 

medical research crown, the Victorian Comprehensive Cancer Centre. 

 

I have also driven plans to redefine the social determinants of life in postcodes of disadvantage, 

designing Broadmeadows as the prototype. I look forward to new investments in public health 

addressing the causes of pandemic outbreaks and lockdowns by coordinating the expansion of 

the Broadmeadows Hospital, the Broadmeadows Super clinic, and training the nurses and allied 

health workers vital for our most vulnerable communities with Kangan Institute. Such 

investments remain vital.  

 

*** 

So does the constancy of purpose and the appreciation of value, focused on preventing 

Einstein’s definition of insanity. 

 

 
 

Positive response on how to leverage ideas and innovations from former chair of NHS England, Sir Malcolm 

Grant CBE, and former Vice Chancellor, UNSW Sydney, Prof Ian Jacobs.  
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