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Wednesday 12 November 2025

The PRESIDENT (Shaun Leane) took the chair at 12:02 pm, read the prayer and made an
acknowledgement of country.

Bills
Domestic Animals Amendment (Rehoming Cats and Dogs and Other Matters) Bill 2025
Royal assent
The PRESIDENT (12:03): I have a message from the Governor, dated 5 November:

The Governor informs the Legislative Council that she has, on this day, given the Royal Assent to the
under-mentioned Act of the present Session presented to her by the Clerk of the Parliaments:

42/2025 Domestic Animals Amendment (Rehoming Cats and Dogs and Other Matters) Act 2025
Questions without notice and ministers statements
Windsor Community Children’s Centre

David DAVIS (Southern Metropolitan) (12:04): (1109) My question is to the Minister for Skills
and TAFE. Will the minister explain to the chamber and the community, including the Windsor
community, why the government has been so hard-hearted as to allow its entity, Swinburne University,
to pre-emptively close the Windsor community childcare centre, despite it being on land gifted to
Swinburne by the Baillieu government?

Gayle TIERNEY (Western Victoria — Minister for Skills and TAFE, Minister for Water) (12:05):
[ absolutely reject the premise of the member’s question. The fact of the matter is that, for the Windsor
childcare centre, there is an offer on the table from the Commonwealth, and we expect that to be
considered. I am writing to Swinburne University, and I am seeking that they extend the lease of the
childcare centre whilst there are further discussions. I am requesting the university to seek exemption.
I would expect a response from them because, as we know, there is Commonwealth money on the
table. I understand that the local council is also interested in assisting. Of course we are expecting
Swinburne also to take the necessary steps to resolve this matter.

David DAVIS (Southern Metropolitan) (12:06): The minister has enormous powers under the
Swinburne University of Technology Act to direct the university to revoke arrangements for the sale
of the Windsor childcare centre land. I therefore ask her: when she writes, will she demand that they
not only extend the lease but hand over the land to provide certainty and security into the future?

Gayle TIERNEY (Western Victoria — Minister for Skills and TAFE, Minister for Water) (12:06):
In terms of the correspondence that I will enter into with Swinburne at this point in time, it will be
asking them to promptly apply for the necessary exemptions to enable them to consider a below-
market transfer of land to secure the Windsor children’s centre’s future at the site and also to promptly
provide an interim extension of the childcare centre lease for a period of time that enables the
exemption process to run its course. Again, I remind the member that there is Commonwealth money
on the table. There is a council, I understand, that is interested in seeking a resolution to this matter,
and I look forward to Swinburne taking the necessary steps to ensure that there is a speedy resolution
to an issue that has been going on for some time.

Youth justice system

Sarah MANSFIELD (Western Victoria) (12:07): (1110) My question is for the Minister for
Corrections. On page 16 of this government’s Youth Justice Strategic Plan 2020-2030, the very first
principle of this plan states that the government:

Recognises that children and young people must be treated differently to adults and delivers developmentally
distinct and appropriate services
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My question is: how is the government’s announcement today regarding youth justice consistent with
this principle?

Enver ERDOGAN (Northern Metropolitan — Minister for Casino, Gaming and Liquor Regulation,
Minister for Corrections, Minister for Youth Justice) (12:08): I thank Dr Mansfield for her question
and her interest in today’s announcement. It was a pleasure to join the Premier, the Attorney-General
and the police minister in making an announcement that victims — we have listened to victims — have
said has been long overdue. In terms of the way they affect our youth justice system, I will say that I
believe these changes do build on and strengthen the foundation of our Youth Justice Act even further.
The Youth Justice Act was the first comprehensive review of the youth justice system in decades. It
was long overdue, and we made those changes that were necessary. A foundation of that architecture
was recognising that for the majority of young people we do not want them in contact with the criminal
justice system. The system is designed around early intervention, around cautions, around diverting
young people away from the criminal justice system in the first place, and for the overwhelming
majority of young people, that works well. Our unique offender rate in Victoria is relatively stable, but
we do know there is an issue with repeat offenders, and that is what today’s announcement was about.
The change we are making does make sure that there is a stronger emphasis on community safety. We
are announcing what community safety means and making it clear that for serious violent crimes
custody is an option. Still, there is a presumption towards minimum intervention being required, which
is important in that balance, but that custody is an option.

Jacinta Ermacora: On a point of order, President, I just cannot hear the minister’s answer.

The PRESIDENT: I uphold the point of order. I am struggling a bit as well. Dr Mansfield asked a
question. There was a lot of noise from other members drowning out the answer, and I think she is
pretty keen to hear the answer.

Enver ERDOGAN: As I was saying, this is a very targeted reform to the most violent, brazen
incidents we have been witnessing in our state. I commend the Attorney-General and the police
minister for the work they have done to bring these reforms to the public eye. Obviously we will have
an opportunity to debate them in this chamber shortly. But this is what the circumstances require and
what the community expects, and so that is what we are doing.

Sarah MANSFIELD (Western Victoria) (12:10): It is quite an extraordinary answer. [ mean, these
principles are very clear in this report that took a lot of time and effort to develop. Beyond that first
principle that says that children and young people must be treated differently to adults, we can look at,
for example, principle 2:

Understands that prevention, diversion and early intervention are the most effective and fiscally responsible
ways of reducing youth crime in the long term

I will not read the other principles. There are 10 very good principles in here. Minister, from your
response, is it the case that you have abandoned this strategic plan?

Enver ERDOGAN (Northern Metropolitan — Minister for Casino, Gaming and Liquor Regulation,
Minister for Corrections, Minister for Youth Justice) (12:11): In short, no. Dr Mansfield, I do thank
you for raising those really important principles. In most cases they do apply. But there are always
exceptions to broad rules, and for the offences that the Premier discussed and the Attorney-General
announced — we are talking about aggravated home invasion, intentionally causing injury in
circumstances of gross violence, recklessly causing injury in circumstances of gross violence and
aggravated carjacking — I think in those instances exceptions are appropriate as the level of harm
caused to victims is unacceptable.

Ministers statements: early childhood education and care

Lizzie BLANDTHORN (Western Metropolitan — Minister for Children, Minister for Disability)
(12:12): I rise to update the house on the introduction of amendments to deliver a comprehensive
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overhaul of the child safety system in Victoria. Following shocking allegations earlier this year, the
government commissioned a rapid review, and the rapid review made 22 recommendations to improve
child safety. The government has committed to implementing all 22 recommendations. The bills being
introduced today support a suite of complementary legislative changes to acquit these
recommendations. Last sitting week our government introduced legislation to create the Victorian
Early Childhood Regulatory Authority. VECRA will be a nation-leading statutory authority,
commencing on 1 January 2026, and VECRA will more than double compliance checks across
services. The new regulator will also oversee an early childhood worker register. The register,
established in July this year, already includes an additional 68,000 workers. The working with children
check, reportable conduct scheme and child safe standards will also be brought into the Social Services
Regulator, and changes to the working with children check laws will give the regulator the authority
to act quickly to immediately refuse or revoke a check when credible information is received.

Mandatory child safety training and testing will be developed and introduced for all applicants, and in
line with recommendation 6.2 of the rapid review, VCAT will no longer review decisions, with an
internal review function established. The rapid review highlighted that children with disability may be
at higher risk of abuse, so we are bringing disability entities into the expanded regulator as well. We
are also introducing legislation into Parliament with reforms agreed to by all states and territories to
the national law governing safety and quality in early childhood education, including a statutory duty
to make the safety, rights and best interests of children the paramount consideration, introducing
mandatory child protection and child safety training in all services and increasing penalties. In
addition, the legislation contains additional powers applying to Victoria, and these changes further
strengthen the regulatory tools for VECRA.

I thank those opposite for the meaningful and cooperative way in which they have engaged in these
discussions so far, and it is definitely a testament to the fact that this Parliament can be above politics
when it comes to child safety. These changes will help to ensure that children are safe wherever they
learn, play and grow.

Medically supervised injecting facilities

Georgie CROZIER (Southern Metropolitan) (12:14): (1111) My question is to the Minister for
Mental Health. Minister, there have been countless cases of primary school aged children from
Richmond West Primary School witnessing drug dealing, drug use, sexual acts, violent crime and even
dead bodies near the medically supervised injecting room. Last night Yarra City Council formally
adopted the position that the injecting room must be moved away from the primary school and high-
density public housing. So I ask: when will the Allan Labor government address the concerns of school
parents, the Richmond community and Yarra City Council and move the injecting room?

Ingrid STITT (Western Metropolitan — Minister for Mental Health, Minister for Ageing, Minister
for Multicultural Affairs) (12:15): I thank Ms Crozier for her question. Of course we have been really
clear about the role that the MSIR plays in our AOD harm reduction system. It is a critical facility. It
is a health facility, and we do not have any intention of moving the North Richmond MSIR. It is saving
lives, but in addition to saving lives it is actually helping to change lives. I do want to remind members
that North Richmond has been a hotspot for drugs, particularly for opioids, for many, many years, well
before the MSIR was established. One of the reasons why our government took the step of establishing
the MSIR was because the local community were crying out for a health-led response rather than
having to deal with death and overdose on their streets, in their front yards and across the whole of the
North Richmond precinct.

I just want to go back to a few of the important statistics about this life-saving service. They have
saved 63 lives since they were established and safely managed more than 11,000 overdoses. In
addition to that, there have been more than 4000 referrals that have been made to date to external
health and social services, resulting in more than 177,000 instances of health and social support that
have been provided onsite. I have got nothing but respect for the team at the MSIR, who continue to
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deal with incredibly complex people who in many cases do not ever get that opportunity to turn their
lives around and need those referrals and that wraparound support that the MSIR provides.

What I will say in response to Ms Crozier’s ongoing criticism about this service is that we continue to
engage with the North Richmond community, both through the North Richmond Precinct Community
Committee but also through the $13 million of investment that we have made to the safety and amenity
upgrades in that precinct. That has included improved CCTV coverage, it has included making sure
that there are better entrances to the MSIR and it has included additional funding for the Richmond
West Primary School so that they can improve their entrances and drop-off zones. So there is ongoing
consultation and work with the local community. We will continue to work closely with everyone in
that precinct, and we will continue to have a very sharp focus on harm reduction and helping people
turn their lives around.

Georgie CROZIER (Southern Metropolitan) (12:18): Minister, clearly you were not listening to
what the council and residents were addressing last night at their meeting. So my question is: will the
minister attend the Richmond rally on Sunday to explain to the Richmond community why she will
not address the obvious failings of Labor’s injecting room and has stubbornly refused to move it?

Ingrid STITT (Western Metropolitan — Minister for Mental Health, Minister for Ageing, Minister
for Multicultural Affairs) (12:18): I thank Ms Crozier for her supplementary question, and I
completely reject the premise of the question. Our government will continue to work closely with all
stakeholders in the North Richmond precinct. I regularly have conversations with Yarra council about
these measures. I talk to them a lot about harm reduction right across the City of Yarra, and I will
continue to do so.

Family violence

Rachel PAYNE (South-Eastern Metropolitan) (12:19): (1112) My question is for the Attorney-
General, represented in this place by the Minister for Casino, Gaming and Liquor Regulation. We
understand that reforms are underway to address the misidentification of the predominant aggressor
in family violence intervention order applications. Although we know misidentification is a
widespread issue, there is currently no systematic collection of data to track its prevalence. So my
question is: what is the Attorney-General doing to support the Magistrates’ Court and Victoria Police
to track and publicly report data on misidentification so we can understand the extent of the issue and
properly evaluate the impact of reforms?

Enver ERDOGAN (Northern Metropolitan — Minister for Casino, Gaming and Liquor Regulation,
Minister for Corrections, Minister for Youth Justice) (12:19): I thank Ms Payne for her question. It is
an issue of great public interest, as I know from my time on the backbench and on the house
committees. What I will do is ensure that that goes to the Attorney-General in the other place for an
appropriate response in line with the standing orders.

Rachel PAYNE (South-Eastern Metropolitan) (12:20): I thank the minister for referring that on.
By way of supplementary, will the Attorney-General advise if they have engaged with Court Services
Victoria, the Magistrates’ Court of Victoria and the chief commissioner in relation to their planned
data system upgrades to ensure that tracking and the public reporting of misidentification are
embedded in those systems from the outset?

Enver ERDOGAN (Northern Metropolitan — Minister for Casino, Gaming and Liquor Regulation,
Minister for Corrections, Minister for Youth Justice) (12:20): I thank Ms Payne for that supplementary
question. In line with the standing orders, I will take that on notice and refer it to the Attorney-General
in the other place for response.

Ministers statements: Liver Awareness Month

Enver ERDOGAN (Northern Metropolitan — Minister for Casino, Gaming and Liquor Regulation,
Minister for Corrections, Minister for Youth Justice) (12:20): Last month was Liver Awareness
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Month. Liver cancer is now one of the fastest growing causes of cancer deaths in Australia. But thanks
to modern treatments, around 65 per cent of these deaths are preventable. Conditions like untreated
hepatitis B and C are major contributors, but with awareness, testing and treatment, this can change.
We know that people who are in the justice system are more likely to be impacted by hepatitis C. That
is why we have an extensive hepatitis C testing and treatment program right across our corrections
facilities. Over the past three years hepatitis C treatments delivered inside prisons have accounted for
more than 30 per cent of all treatments in our state. By focusing on high-risk cohorts, the corrections
system is playing its part in achieving the goal of eliminating hepatitis C by 2030. We can only do this
with the support of dedicated medical experts, doctors and nurses with the skills and compassion to
connect with people who are hard to reach.

Recently I was thrilled to see the C No More mobile testing and treatment service in action at the
Reservoir Justice Service Centre. This initiative, delivered by St Vincent’s Hospital and the Burnet
Institute, provides accessible and rapid testing and same-day treatment for people completing
community corrections orders. Operating from a specially equipped van parked conveniently close to
the justice service centre, the C No More service is highly accessible to people attending their
mandatory supervision sessions, and it is working. Between September 2023 and March 2025,
61 people were diagnosed through this service, and 97 per cent of those commenced treatment.

I want to thank all the hardworking professionals striving to eliminate hepatitis C from Victoria and
particularly our corrections system. Their work is improving public health, transforming lives and
helping build a healthier Victoria for everyone.

Sobering facilities

Georgie CROZIER (Southern Metropolitan) (12:22): (1113) My question is again for the Minister
for Mental Health. Minister, last night on a Channel 9 news report you said:

... it is not my understanding that anybody has been turned away from our sobering services ...

Minister, local residents have described people being denied entry to the Collingwood sobering facility
because they are too drunk, resulting in ambulance and police attending to deal with behaviour,
including assaults in the street and people trying to enter nearby homes, so I ask: what advice have
you received given that it is not your understanding but the reality is that people are being turned away?

Ingrid STITT (Western Metropolitan — Minister for Mental Health, Minister for Ageing, Minister
for Multicultural Affairs) (12:23): I thank Ms Crozier for her question and her interest in our AOD
services in Victoria. Ms Crozier, often your questions to me are framed around media coverage that
you have seen or read, and often —

Georgie Crozier: On a point of order, President, the minister was actually quoted. She was on
camera and quoted in the story. My question is: what advice has she got about something she has said?

The PRESIDENT: I think she was agreeing that it was actually —
Georgie Crozier interjected.
The PRESIDENT: There is no point of order.

Ingrid STITT: I could go into the ins and outs of what question was put to me and what I was
answering, but | am not made aware of individual circumstances, which would not be appropriate in
any case given that this is a health service and I am not privy to data about individuals. But what I will
say more broadly about the reforms that our government has led to decriminalise public intoxication
is that I would remind members of the impetus behind that reform, which was many recommendations
from the Coroners Court and the Royal Commission into Aboriginal Deaths in Custody. Our
government was proud to deliver on that commitment and those reforms, because people who are
intoxicated in public do not belong in police cells. They deserve a health-led response, and that is
exactly what our public intoxication reforms deliver. I think that to focus on one individual out the
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front of a facility completely ignores the wraparound supports that are provided by a number of really
well respected organisations in the community health space.

Similar to the statistics that I went through about the MSIR in response to Ms Crozier’s previous
question, I am going to take her through the stats about this service too. They do not want to hear it,
but the fact is that since we commenced this service in March 2025, 64,000 instances of care have
been provided by our outreach teams for people who find themselves in situations that could be unsafe.
They get that health support. In many cases they just need a helping hand to sober up to be able to get
home safely, but in those circumstances where somebody has not got that as an option, our sobering
services are there to assist them. This is all about making sure that people get the vital help that they
need when they are in those situations, and I reject the propensity of those opposite to try to constantly
run down our community health services.

Georgie CROZIER (Southern Metropolitan) (12:27): That is a bit ironic seeing as you are closing
the GP services from community health services not far from this area.

Ingrid Stitt: On a point of order, President, Ms Crozier, as a former health worker, ought to know
that primary health care is not the responsibility of the state government.

Georgie CROZIER: On the point of order, President, if I can help the minister: it is an essential
part of our health system, and if you are going to blame the federal government for the closure of your
failures, then I look forward to passing this —

The PRESIDENT: There is no point of order. Have you finished your question?

Georgie CROZIER: Yes. I am looking forward to passing it on to the Royal Australian College
of General Practitioners.

The PRESIDENT: Thanks for everyone’s help, but there was no point of order anywhere.

Georgie CROZIER: The minister referred to the benefits of community health services and also
understanding that these issues are in our community, yet she has not addressed the substantive
question. I am asking: has the minister spoken to the local residents in Collingwood? They do have a
right to have me, and the opposition, ask questions on their behalf in question time.

Ingrid STITT (Western Metropolitan — Minister for Mental Health, Minister for Ageing, Minister
for Multicultural Affairs) (12:28): I thank Ms Crozier for her supplementary question. What I will say
about the service at Collingwood — the sobering centre, which is run by Cohealth — is that Cohealth
have got processes and procedures in place for those that live in the local vicinity to be able to bring
forward any issues of concern that they have. I would urge that anybody in that community, if they do
have issues they want to raise directly with Cohealth, ought to avail themselves of that opportunity.

Public sector review

David DAVIS (Southern Metropolitan) (12:29): (1114) My question is to the Treasurer. Treasurer,
you initiated the Silver review to uncover waste, inefficiency and duplication in the Victorian public
sector. [ ask: will you confirm that some ministers are yet to be fully briefed and provided with a copy
of the $2.5 million Silver review, and when will the full review be released?

Jaclyn SYMES (Northern Victoria — Treasurer, Minister for Industrial Relations, Minister for
Regional Development) (12:29): 1 thank Mr Davis for his question and his reference to the Silver
review. As the house well knows, I commissioned Helen Silver to undertake a comprehensive review
of the public sector, which was all about ensuring that taxpayer money is focussed exactly where we
want it to be, which is on frontline services and delivering the vital services that Victorians rely on all
the time. This is a broad-ranging report that covers every department in government and many entities
as well. Of course every minister has been briefed personally by me — all of you can agree — and
provided feedback, and we are working through finalising the response, which will be released
alongside the report very soon.
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David DAVIS (Southern Metropolitan) (12:30): I ask further: did you or your office have
discussions with Gilbert + Tobin law firm — Labor Party donors who were awarded a $1.3 million
contract as part of the Silver review — before the lucrative contract was awarded?

Jaclyn SYMES (Northern Victoria — Treasurer, Minister for Industrial Relations, Minister for
Regional Development) (12:31): Mr Davis, I think you welcomed the appointment of Helen Silver to
undertake an independent review, a review that is at arm’s length from government. Therefore in
relation to any of the commissioned work by Ms Silver, that is a matter for Ms Silver, not me.

David Davis: On a point of order, President, it was a simple question about whether the minister
or her office spoke to that firm before the awarding of the contract, which she has not answered.

The PRESIDENT: The minister was relevant, and she actually answered the question, I believe.
Ministers statements: Regional Housing Fund

Harriet SHING (Eastern Victoria — Minister for the Suburban Rail Loop, Minister for Housing
and Building, Minister for Development Victoria and Precincts) (12:31): Our $1 billion Regional
Housing Fund is a really fantastic example of how our government is delivering for Victoria’s rural
and regional communities, particularly alongside the $5.3 billion housing package, of which
$1.25 billion is also going to the regions. About one-third of the homes committed under this program
are already complete or underway — that is 423 homes. That includes projects like 70 homes to support
flood-affected areas in Shepparton, Seymour and Rochester, with 20 due for completion by the end of
this year, and 130 homes for First Nations Victorians. Of course it is the Regional Housing Fund that
is seeing the delivery of 50 social and affordable homes at Pound Road in Colac.

But not everybody welcomes this project. Last week, a certain commentator in the Legislative
Assembly — by the name of, well, the initial is ‘R’ and it then ends with ‘ichard Riordan’ — said that
the township of Colac is in fact desperate for some more public housing homes. But this same
commentator continues to oppose building these 50 much-needed homes because they have ‘no
outdoor space, no car parking, no green space and are not close enough to public transport’. T think it
is really probably about time that that certain commentator, also known as the Shadow Minister for
Housing —

David Davis: On a point of order, President, ‘a so-called commentator’ is actually a member of the
other place. She could refer to him properly by his name.

The PRESIDENT: I call on the minister to use the correct titles.

Harriet SHING: I did refer to the Shadow Minister for Housing in the other place, Mr Davis, if
you would like to check Hansard.

Each home in this development is proposed to have its own outdoor private space, has one or two off-
street car spaces, depending on the number of bedrooms. The development is a 1-minute walk from a
nearby bus stop and is also within walking distance of the local library, school, child care, South West
TAFE and even the Colac Central Reserve, showing perhaps that the Shadow Minister for Housing
does not in fact know his own community. I would suggest that he review his choice to refer to people
in social housing as ‘concentrations of disadvantage’. Not only is that terminology revolting, but it is
also true to form in terms of a number of other comments we have heard from previous coalition
ministers for housing. While those from the other side oppose things, we get on with building.

Economic policy

David DAVIS (Southern Metropolitan) (12:34): (1115) My question is for the Treasurer. For the
second year in a row the Business Council’s Regulation Rumble 2025, which ranks every state and
territory on a range of tax and regulatory metrics, has placed Victoria as the overall worst jurisdiction
for business. Victoria has been found to be least competitive for overall cost and regulation, with the
worst ranking for property taxes and charges, licensing and requirements to do business and the second
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worst for payroll tax. I ask: do you accept that the Allan government and you as Treasurer are
responsible for the shocking wooden spoon quality performance?

Jaclyn SYMES (Northern Victoria — Treasurer, Minister for Industrial Relations, Minister for
Regional Development) (12:35): I thank Mr Davis for providing me the opportunity to talk about the
performance of the Victorian economy. Mr Davis, I think I ran through some of these stats last time,
but when it comes to business attraction and business growth we have the highest business creation in
the country, one of the best participation rates in the employment sector, historically high business
investment numbers and a regional unemployment rate that is lower than any other state in the country.
We are backing Victorian businesses with record productivity-enhancing investment — things like
roads, schools and transport infrastructure, which we are just about to open in relation to the Metro
Tunnel and West Gate Tunnel. This week you might have caught that the Premier announced the
state’s first major subsea fibre optic cable and the return of international flights to Avalon.

The report Mr Davis refers to disregards a lot of the inputs and a lot of the good things we are doing,
which distorts the narrative. On payroll taxes, which Mr Davis mentioned, the report only takes into
consideration the top rates, and it does not consider the beneficial tax settings, our tax-free threshold —

Members interjecting.

The PRESIDENT: Mr Davis was waiting for everyone to be quiet so he could ask his question,
and even some of his squad were yelling when he was trying to ask his question. Mr Davis does
deserve to be heard in silence when he asks a question. When the Treasurer is trying to answer the
question — I am sure Mr Davis is interested in the answer — the same courtesy should apply. The
Treasurer to continue without all the yelling.

Jaclyn SYMES: What I was referring to was that the report openly admits to not having regard to
the regional payroll taxes, and it did not mention or take account of the tax-free thresholds that we
recently changed. Mr Davis, in relation to business creation, we have added more than 123,000
businesses in the state of Victoria since June 2020. Quarterly business investment figures have shown
that Victorian business investment grew by 1.7 per cent, significantly faster than the national rate of
0.7 per cent. Since the pandemic Victorian business investment has risen by 41 per cent, compared
with 32 per cent for the rest of the country. Mr Davis, we are outperforming other states in relation to
business investments and business construction. But of course there is always more to do, particularly
in the regulation space, and that is why in the Economic Growth Statement we have committed to
halving the amount of regulators that businesses deal with and a range of other investments to make
sure that business continues to grow from strength to strength in Victoria so that we can continue to
lead the nation.

David DAVIS (Southern Metropolitan) (12:39): I am completely unconvinced by the Treasurer’s
response there. Noting that Victoria has the highest unemployment rate of any state in the nation and
has a net debt that continues to grow by more than $2 million an hour, I therefore ask: why is Victoria
so hostile to job-creating businesses? And I want to ask: will you accept an award of a wooden spoon?

The PRESIDENT: [ will accept that. You can leave the chamber for half an hour, Mr Davis. I will
not even put the question.

David Davis withdrew from chamber.

Corrections system

Katherine COPSEY (Southern Metropolitan) (12:40): (1116) My question is for the Minister for
Corrections. Minister, | am very concerned that reporting last week showed that prisoners in Victoria
are spending entire jail terms in police cells. Due to the government’s kneejerk changes to bail laws,
there are now literally too many people on remand for corrections to cope with. Across October senior
police officers were giving evidence to the inquest into the death of Cody Dwyer, who died in custody
in Victoria in 2021. Those officers spoke about ‘decanting’ — the shuffling of people across prisons
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and police cells. This means that people on remand — those who have not been found guilty of any
offence or have not been sentenced — can be housed in cells for 23 hours a day, with less access to
health care and less chance of being able to be visited or contacted by family and lawyers than those
in prisons. Minister, in the last 12 months how many people in Victoria have completed their entire
prison sentence in police cells?

Enver ERDOGAN (Northern Metropolitan — Minister for Casino, Gaming and Liquor Regulation,
Minister for Corrections, Minister for Youth Justice) (12:41): I thank Ms Copsey for that question and
her interest in these matters. More broadly, I will note that police cells are the responsibility of the
Minister for Police in the other place, but what I can say more broadly about our corrections system
and about capacity is that our tough bail laws are working. We said that it would lead to greater
numbers of repeat offenders being put into custodial facilities, and we are continuing to scale up the
adult corrections system. There was a $727 million announcement in this year’s budget, and I want to
take this opportunity to thank our Treasurer for that investment. That was about making sure that our
system can manage the increase in capacity in the safest way possible. We will continue to do that
work to scale up the system. We have hired hundreds of new staff. Our new state-of-the-art Western
Plains prison is on track to open fully as expected, and we are ramping that up.

Police cells do play an important role in managing people in custody. It is a critical part of the custodial
system. Usually immediately after people are arrested they are required to appear in court. Obviously
since the pandemic we have had opportunities for people to appear in court in different ways using
virtual means. My view is the rollout of technologies across our corrections facilities has been scaling
up across all our sites. Our new Western Plains facility, for example, has that technology available in
its built form.

I think it is important to state that more broadly police cells are a matter for the Minister for Police in
the other place, but in terms of our corrections system, we are scaling up, and we are not going to make
apologies for taking dangerous people off our streets.

Nick McGowan interjected.

Enver ERDOGAN: Mr McGowan, you may want these people on the streets. You might want
them on the streets of Ringwood, but I want them off the streets and in custody.

Members interjecting.
The PRESIDENT: Minister, keep going.

Enver ERDOGAN: Thank you, President. Without interruption, please. That technology is being
used across our sites to ensure that people —

Nick McGowan: On a point of order, President, the minister has incorrectly stated that it is not a
matter for his department — that the sentences served by prisoners are actually a matter for the Minister
for Police. It is not a matter for the Minister for Police. It is clearly a matter for the corrections
department that any detainee and any person found guilty of a crime has served their sentence. It is
clearly a matter for this minister.

The PRESIDENT: There is no point of order. As I have said a number of times, if the minister has
directed it to another minister as far as some responsibility goes, that is up to the minister to state. That
gives me an opportunity, Mr McGowan, to say you have been very loud today. Maybe tomorrow you
will be a bit less.

Enver ERDOGAN: Thank you, President, and I thank Ms Copsey again, because her point was
about the conditions in police cells. That is the way I took the question, and what I will say is that
police have a responsibility to provide services to people held in police cells. That is why that part of
that question is better directed to the Minister for Police.
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Katherine Copsey: On a point of order, President, the minister is referring to the preamble but
mischaracterising my question, which was about the failure of corrections to have capacity to ensure
that people are not serving their entire sentences in police cells. How many people have served their
entire sentences in police cells in the last 12 months, Minister?

The PRESIDENT: I believe at the start of the answer the minister was responsive to the capacity
in the system.

Enver ERDOGAN: Insofar as the conditions in police cells goes, that is a matter for the Minister
for Police. Insofar as the system pressure in the corrections system goes, that is a question for me. We
are scaling up. We are doing that work. I am expecting that the pressure we have in the police cells
will be temporary as we scale up the system. We have significant investments and a significant amount
of staff and a new squad starting every other week. So that work has been done. That will take some
time to implement of course, but we are not going to make apologies for taking dangerous repeat
offenders off our streets.

Katherine COPSEY (Southern Metropolitan) (12:45): Thank you, Minister, for the extent of your
answer. The conditions currently have been described as a bottleneck, and given that bottleneck around
custody between police cells and corrections facilities Victoria Police have been seeking to reduce the
current arrangement, which would limit prisoners being housed in police cells from the currently
allowed 14 days to seven days. Will you give Parliament an undertaking, as the responsible minister,
that corrections will reduce the time in the standing agreement between Victoria Police and corrections
that people can be warehoused in police custody from 14 days down to seven?

Enver ERDOGAN (Northern Metropolitan — Minister for Casino, Gaming and Liquor Regulation,
Minister for Corrections, Minister for Youth Justice) (12:46): 1 thank Ms Copsey for an important
question. We will work hard to resolve that bottleneck, and that is why I have stated in my answer to
your substantive question that this is a temporary measure. We have more prison beds coming online
as we speak, and we will continue to work with police to make sure people, based on their risk factors,
are transferred across to our corrections system as soon as possible. But obviously we are not going to
make apologies. We said our bail laws will mean larger numbers in remand, and we are not going to
make apologies for that. I know those opposite did not support those bail reforms, but community
safety is a priority of our government.

Ministers statements: Murray—Darling Basin Agreement

Gayle TIERNEY (Western Victoria — Minister for Skills and TAFE, Minister for Water) (12:46):
I rise to update the chamber on an important development today in relation to the Murray—Darling
Basin plan and Commonwealth buybacks. The Commonwealth minister for water has made an
announcement today in Adelaide. The minister has announced a trading strategy. The substance of it
is the Australian government will expand the non-strategic buyback program in the southern basin. I
will be briefed on this in more detail this afternoon. The department and my office are in contact with
key industry and community stakeholders. Suffice to say this comes as a shock to all of us here in
Victoria. This is a further 130 gigalitres of water purchases from the southern basin, including Victoria.

Let me be clear: our position is unchanged. Victoria remains firmly opposed to non-strategic water
buybacks. These buybacks undermine the long-term viability of our irrigation communities and
regional economies. Pursuing a water recovery target without a strategy for where the water can be
used does not deliver the balanced outcomes intended of the basin plan. As I say, I will be briefed in
more detail this afternoon, but it is important for me to update the chamber on these developments as
soon as we are advised. Victoria reiterates its call for a genuine strategic approach, as outlined in the
Planning Our Basin Future Together prospectus, that works with communities and that prioritises
infrastructure, efficiency and a plan for the future. Victoria will continue to advocate for a strategic
approach — one that protects communities, supports healthy rivers and upholds the integrity of the
basin plan.
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Written responses

The PRESIDENT (12:48): That ends questions and ministers statements. Minister Erdogan will
chase up Ms Payne’s two questions to the Attorney-General, in line with the standing orders.

Georgie Crozier: On a point of order, President, I would ask that the supplementary question to
my first question be reinstated, given that it was a simple yes or no, and likewise for the supplementary
to my second question.

The PRESIDENT: I will get back to the house on that this afternoon. I will review them.

Constituency questions
South-Eastern Metropolitan Region

Michael GALEA (South-Eastern Metropolitan) (12:50): (1940) My question is to the Minister for
Energy and Resources. Many families in the south-east are feeling the pinch from rising living costs,
particularly when it comes to household energy bills, which is why the government’s power saving
bonus has provided welcome relief to many, many residents, especially seniors and those with
language barriers who have been able to access this service. But some have told me about the
difficulties they have faced accessing the support online. I have had some very good conversations
with people out in the Mulgrave electorate when doorknocking along with the fantastic local member
there, Eden Foster, and supporting her with her conversations with that community as well. I ask: how
is the government supporting families in my region to more easily access energy bill support?

Western Victoria Region

Joe McCRACKEN (Western Victoria) (12:50): (1941) My question is to the Minister for
Emergency Services. Last week, I and my colleague Beverley McArthur visited the Melton fire
brigade. We inspected the trucks and were told that only one tanker can be used to respond to fire
incidents. In the last census Melton had a population of 178,960, with estimates for 2025 showing it
should now be well over 220,000 people. How is one tanker going to respond to an incident covering
that many people? I really do hope that they are not short-changed, especially when we are heading
into fire season. My question to the minister is: what are you going to do to fix this situation and make
sure Melton is fireproof going forward?

Northern Metropolitan Region

Anasina GRAY-BARBERIO (Northern Metropolitan) (12:51): (1942) My constituency question
is to the Minister for Housing and Building. Minister, my constituent, Gelareh, is advocating for her
father, Hossein, who lives with a disability and has limited mobility in Epping. She wrote to me in
distress after years of delay and mismanagement from the Department of Families, Fairness and
Housing’s Preston office. Hossein’s priority social housing application has been pending for over
13 years. Without safe and suitable housing, he is at risk of homelessness, and the stress is taking a
serious toll on both his and Gelareh’s health. Minister, everyone deserves a stable home. Why is this
Labor government failing to provide accessible housing for people with disabilities? Minister, will
you follow up to ensure Hossein is finally allocated a suitable two-bedroom house before the end of
the year? This family has been waiting long enough.

Northern Victoria Region

Wendy LOVELL (Northern Victoria) (12:52): (1943) My constituency question is for the
Minister for Police. What is the minister doing to ensure Victorian callers receive timely, locally
informed assistance from Victoria Police personnel when calling the police assistance line? Victorians
in need of non-emergency help can call the police assistance line on the number emblazoned across
police cars — 131 444. But my constituents living near the border are concerned that their calls to
Victoria Police’s non-emergency line are routinely diverted across the border and answered by New
South Wales operators rather than Victorian staff. Callers report lengthy delays, including one case
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where a resident waited 15 minutes only to be told the operator could not process or redirect the call.
One Wodonga resident, who panicked after a burglary, had to seek help from an oft-duty police officer
living nearby. My constituents need confidence that when they call this number in their time of need,
they will receive genuine local Victorian police assistance.

Western Metropolitan Region

David ETTERSHANK (Western Metropolitan) (12:54): (1944) My question is for the Minister
for Environment and it concerns the malodorous Kealba landfill. My constituents are gobsmacked at
reports that the EPA is considering reinstating Barro Group’s landfill licence after dropping criminal
charges earlier this year. As the minister will be aware, hotspot fires have been burning at the landfill
for six years and will likely continue for another four years. Residents who live only a couple of
hundred metres from the tip describe the smell as a mix of chemical fertilisers, rotten eggs, molten
plastics and burning animal carcasses. My constituents ask: will the minister rule out reinstating the
Barro Group’s licence, and if not, what are the minister’s plans to strengthen EPA enforcement against
further breaches of environmental duty at this and other waste management operators?

Western Victoria Region

Bev McARTHUR (Western Victoria) (12:54): (1945) My constituency question to the Minister
for Education relates to a teacher in my electorate deeply concerned by a situation at their school
involving a 14-year-old year 8 student. Under the Department of Education’s mature minors and
decision-making policy, this student was deemed a mature minor and allowed to change their name
and pronouns at school without parental knowledge or consent. The teacher is distressed, as are
colleagues, at being required to use a new name and pronouns while knowing the parents remain
unaware. These are caring professionals who only want the best for their students, not to be placed in
conflict between policy and conscience. Minister, the current rules allow schools to make such
determinations without medical input or parental involvement. Will you review this approach to ensure
families are included in these deeply personal decisions and teachers are supported to act with care,
integrity and transparency?

North-Eastern Metropolitan Region

Aiv PUGLIELLI (North-Eastern Metropolitan) (12:56): (1946) My question today is to the
Minister for Disability, and I ask it on behalf of the thousands of residents of group homes in my
electorate and thousands of disability workers who support these residents in places like the Scope
homes in Gisborne Street and Yarraleen Place in Bulleen, Life Without Barriers homes in May Street
and Polaris Drive in Doncaster, the Melba home in Reilly Court, Croydon, and many, many more
across the north-eastern suburbs of Melbourne. On 31 December this year the subsidised funding for
Victoria’s supported independent living services will run out. This will affect hundreds of group
homes, their residents, their staff and their broader networks. Minister, what are you doing to ensure
that disability support workers will be able to continue to provide high-quality, safe and supported
homes for some of our most vulnerable community members?

Western Metropolitan Region

Moira DEEMING (Western Metropolitan) (12:56): (1947) My question is for the Minister for
Education. Under the School Sport Victoria LGBTIQA+ student policy, transgender-identifying
students are expressly permitted to use whichever toilets and change rooms and to play in whichever
sporting divisions that they ‘feel most safe and comfortable in’. There is no equivalent policy
protecting the safety and comfort of girls. Girls have complained to me about being forced to compete
against boys, and after they lose or get injured, they are just told to ‘be nicer’ and ‘get over it’. They
have also complained about boys and male teachers who identify as transgender coming into their
change rooms while they are trying to get undressed. Girls in Victoria do not feel safe or comfortable,
and they are not allowed to have fair sports. Will the minister fix this, or do they just not care about
girls at all?
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The PRESIDENT: These are constituents that you have spoken to in your schools?
Moira DEEMING: Yes.

Southern Metropolitan Region

Katherine COPSEY (Southern Metropolitan) (12:58): (1948) My question is to the Minister for
Children. The parents, children and educators of the Windsor Community Children’s Centre are
looking down the barrel of closure by 31 December this year despite a significant community
campaign to support their centre. Closure of the centre will add considerably to the already high unmet
demand for kindergarten places in Prahran and Windsor. The centre’s board of directors issued a
statement last week saying that closure would be:

.. a failure of the stewardship expected of governments to ensure stable, high-quality early childhood
education and care for our community.

Minister, what is the state Labor government doing to save the Windsor Community Children’s Centre?

North-Eastern Metropolitan Region

Richard WELCH (North-Eastern Metropolitan) (12:59): (1949) My constituency matter is for the
Minister for Public and Active Transport. A local constituent, Mrs Nicholls of Frankcom Street in
Blackburn, has lived in the same house parallel to the Belgrave and Lilydale line for some 49 years
and is used to the ordinary sound of passing trains. However, in the past 12 months Mrs Nicholls has
noticed a significant increase in the noise on one particular section of the outbound track outside her
home. The noise reaches over 97 decibels. I wrote to the minister on this matter in August, and I thank
her for her response saying there was a known track defect and scheduled track renewal works had
been brought forward from March 2026 to October 2025. However, Mrs Nicholls has advised me that
the sound is still as bad. Could I ask the minister once again to please take a look into this matter so
that Mrs Nicholls can again peacefully enjoy her home?

Eastern Victoria Region

Melina BATH (Eastern Victoria) (13:00): (1950) My question is to the Minister for Roads and
Road Safety. Despite years of safety concerns and community advocacy, the government has failed to
fund critical upgrades to Phillip Island Road in San Remo. The road is known for frequent crashes,
near misses and worsening congestion, especially during weekends and holidays, posing a serious risk
to the lives of tourists and locals alike. It is listed among the RACV’s top 12 worst roads. It is on Bass
Coast shire’s top priority list and in One Gippsland’s regional campaign. The project is shovel ready —
consultation occurred over a decade ago —and it is vital to support a projected 4300 visitors by 2035.
Public safety and access must be of major concern to all. Minister, will you finally prioritise the
upgrade to Phillip Island Road to address these urgent safety and congestion issues?

Northern Victoria Region

Gaelle BROAD (Northern Victoria) (13:01): (1951) My question is to the Minister for Roads and
Road Safety on behalf of a constituent and in relation to VicRoads case number RLS00127198
regarding a prime mover truck that is urgently needed during hay season. He has owned the 1994 truck
since 2012. It was registered in his name. His truck was pulled over due to an oil leak. He got it fixed
and had to get a roadworthy again. In the process VicRoads identified that the VIN number on the
cabin is not fully replicated on the chassis — even though the six digits displayed match the exact same
digits, only part of the sequence, not the whole sequence, is displayed. As a result VicRoads have said
they need to review it and then the Department of Transport and Victoria Police may be required to
investigate, with no word on how long that is going to take. For my constituent, the delay in returning
his truck to collect hay during these next few weeks will have a significant financial impact on his
family. I am sure the minister will agree that given my constituent has owned the truck for 13 years
and the oil leak has now been fixed, VicRoads and the other resources have better, more pressing
matters to attend to, and I would appreciate the minister’s prompt response in resolving this matter.
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South-Eastern Metropolitan Region

Ann-Marie HERMANS (South-Eastern Metropolitan) (13:02): (1952) My question is to the
Minister for Roads and Road Safety. Minister, how will you respond to the RACV’s 2025 My
Melbourne Road survey as it relates to my region? We need improved line markings and signage, tidy
pedestrian crossings and the immediate extension of Westall Road after many years of consultation
and lobbying. The RACV’s efforts were monumental: 12,400 respondents took part in the survey,
providing insights into Melbourne’s intersections, which account for 40 per cent of all crashes.
Unsurprisingly, many of Melbourne’s worst intersections are in my suburbs of Springvale, Noble
Park, Keysborough, Dandenong South, Frankston, Cranbourne, Clyde, Mulgrave, Heatherton and
Carrum. Chief among these is the Princes Highway—Springvale Road—Centre Road intersection. Many
trucks, buses and commuters navigate it daily and there are crashes and near misses regularly. I want
people in my electorates to get home to their families and friends.

North-Eastern Metropolitan Region

Nick McGOWAN (North-Eastern Metropolitan) (13:03): (1953) My question is for the Treasurer.
Treasurer, this question is for you, and the question is that I hope you will meet with the Vermont
Men’s Shed — do not laugh; this is a serious matter, Minister, and a serious question. The Vermont
Men’s Shed called me last night. [ was on the way home. I had finished work at about 8:30 or 9 pm —
an early night for me really. On the way home the president of the men’s shed said he was most
concerned, as he rightly should be, because he is on the border of both the Ringwood and Glen
Waverley electorates. While the member in the other place, the member for Glen Waverley, has tried
to assist, the Vermont Men’s Shed have failed in their attempt to get any funding, and they are due to
close. They were due to close in December of this year, so weeks away.

Jaclyn Symes interjected.

Nick McGOWAN: They did apply, Minister. They certainly did. They have been in constant
contact with the member for Glen Waverley. I understand the member for Glen Waverley has tried
his darndest. Nonetheless it has fallen on deaf ears. It is a very serious situation. The Anglican Church
have extended it for some months, but they will be without a home and will close without your
assistance.

Northern Metropolitan Region

Evan MULHOLLAND (Northern Metropolitan) (13:04): (1954) My constituency question is to
the Minister for Planning, and it concerns the residents of Prince Andrew Avenue in Lalor in my
electorate. It has been reported that residents of Prince Andrew Avenue, as well as the local community
more broadly, are concerned about the name of their street given the well-documented downfall of its
namesake — the details of which I do not need to go through in this place, as a dedicated republican. I
join with my friend and the newly elected local councillor Michael Labrador in saying that if someone
has disgraced themselves and lost their title, they should not be honoured with a street name here in
our state. I ask the minister: will you work with the local community on a new name, truly consult
with them and ensure that any fees regarding change of address be waived once the name is changed?

Petitions
Smart meters
Jeff BOURMAN (Eastern Victoria) presented a petition bearing 22 signatures:

The petition of certain citizens of the State of Victoria draws to the attention of the Legislative Council that
regulations in Victoria do not allow electricity smart meter communications capabilities to be disabled.
According to the Australian Energy Regulator (AER), the AER monitors and enforces the National Energy
Retail Law (NERL) and Rules (NERR) in states and territories that have adopted the law (currently NSW,
QLD, SA, the ACT and Tasmania). While the AER enforces the NERL & NERR in states and territories that
have adopted that law, Victoria has not. Regarding electricity smart meters, under AER law, customers have
the ‘right to request remote access capabilities be disabled after installation’. Concerning their digital water
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meter program, Coliban Water in Bendigo, advise that because their digital data loggers do not allow for the
remote function to be disabled, customers can opt out of having the device installed. The Australian Radiation
Protection and Nuclear Safety Agency advises, ‘there are some epidemiological (population) studies that have
reported a possible association between prolonged exposure to ELF [extremely low frequency] magnetic
fields at levels below the exposure limits but higher than what is typically encountered and increased rates of
childhood leukaemia’.

The petitioners therefore request that the Legislative Council call on the Government to change
regulations in Victoria to allow electricity smart meter communications capabilities to be disabled.

Jeff BOURMAN: I move:

That the petition be taken into consideration on the next day of meeting.
Motion agreed to.
Crime
David LIMBRICK (South-Eastern Metropolitan) presented a petition bearing 20,554 signatures:

The petition of certain citizens of the State of Victoria draws to the attention of the Legislative Council the
urgent need for clearer self-defence laws to better protect individuals and families in their own homes.
Concerned community members believe that current self-defence provisions don’t sufficiently allow people
to protect themselves, their loved ones, and property from unlawful intruders. Under current Victorian law,
self-defence is only available as a defence if it is in response to a perceived threat, a person must have a
‘reasonable’ belief that they are facing a threat to their life or serious bodily harm.

This is ambiguous and leaves law-abiding occupants vulnerable to criminal prosecution and/or civil
proceedings, even when defending themselves against home invasions. In the United Kingdom, there are
special provisions for self-defence in a person’s home, where people only contravene the law if their actions
are considered grossly disproportionate. This recognises that people have more at stake in defending their
own home than they would in public. Australian law does not recognise this distinction.

The petitioners therefore request that the Legislative Council calls on the Government to amend
legislation to provide more clarity and protection for self-defence in the home, in line with the United
Kingdom approach.

David LIMBRICK: As this is a petition qualifying for debate under standing order 11.03(10), I
give notice that I intend to move ‘That the petition be taken into consideration” on Wednesday of next
sitting week.

Voluntary assisted dying
Evan MULHOLLAND (Northern Metropolitan) presented a petition bearing 206 signatures:

The Petition of certain citizens of the State of Victoria draws to the attention of the Legislative Council the
proposed amendments to the Voluntary Assisted Dying Act 2017. These changes would weaken protections
for conscientious objectors and vulnerable patients.

The Petitioners therefore request that the Legislative Council oppose the proposed amendments to the
Voluntary Assisted Dying Act 2017, when they come before the House.

Climate change
Georgie PURCELL (Northern Victoria) presented a petition bearing 154 signatures:

The petition of certain citizens of the State of Victoria draws to the attention of the Legislative Council the
climate crisis occurring across this country and the world, for which Victoria contributes almost 20 per cent
of Australia’s emissions. If we do not act, the situation will continue to worsen. This needs to be addressed
systematically, on both a state & national level. It is important to recognise it is not individual people causing
this problem, but large corporations who fail to act, and put profit before people and the planet. According to
the Bureau of Meteorology, in 2024, the national minimum temperature rose 1.43 Celsius, and the maximum
1.48 Celsius. The Paris Agreement sets out a maximum of 1.5 Celsius, which we are dangerously close to.
The futures of young people and their children will be affected. We cannot let big business continue to fail to
care, and we must hold them accountable.
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The petitioners therefore request that the Legislative Council call on the Government to declare an
urgent state of climate emergency, enforce strict penalties on heavy polluters who fail to act and not
approve any new coal and gas projects in Victoria.

Papers
Victorian Law Reform Commission
Examining Aspects of Family Violence Intervention Orders for Children and Young Adults

Enver ERDOGAN (Northern Metropolitan — Minister for Casino, Gaming and Liquor Regulation,
Minister for Corrections, Minister for Youth Justice) (13:08): I move, by leave:

That the Victorian Law Reform Commission report on Examining Aspects of Family Violence Intervention
Orders for Children and Young Adults: Stage 1 Protection for Children Who Turn 18 while on a Family
Violence Intervention Order be tabled and published.

Motion agreed to.
Committees
Scrutiny of Acts and Regulations Committee
Alert Digest No. 15

Sonja TERPSTRA (North-Eastern Metropolitan) (13:08): Pursuant to section 35 of the
Parliamentary Committees Act 2003, I table Alert Digest No. 15. of 2025, including appendices, and
a minority report from the Scrutiny of Acts and Regulations Committee. I move:

That the report be published.

Motion agreed to.

Gaelle BROAD (Northern Victoria) (13:09): I move:
That the Council take note of the report.

I want to draw the attention of this chamber to the minority report in the Scrutiny of Acts and
Regulations Committee’s report, specifically in reference to the Planning Amendment (Better
Decisions Made Faster) Bill 2025. We certainly question the title of that bill. This bill weakens voices
in our local communities, it impacts on the role of Parliament in reviewing amendments and other
decisions in Victoria’s planning system and it removes the principles of natural justice in planning
panels, and the statement of compatibility and the second-reading speech really fail to adequately
address these issues. The bill will extinguish the basic right of people to lodge objections to
applications for permits in all situations of type 1 and type 2. Yes, we need more housing in this state —
that is for sure — but there is certainly a better way to do it. This government has a habit of overreach
and overriding local communities and limiting the role of Parliament in the exercise of scrutiny. So I
really encourage members to have a look at the minority report.

Motion agreed to.
Papers
Parliamentary Budget Office
Report 2024-25

Michael GALEA (South-Eastern Metropolitan) (13:10): Pursuant to section 28 of the
Parliamentary Budget Officer Act2017 and on behalf of the Public Accounts and Estimates
Committee, I table the Parliamentary Budget Office report 2024-25.
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Papers
Tabled by Clerk:

Crown Land (Reserves) Act 1978 —

Order of 10 September 2025 giving approval to the granting of a licence at Queen Victoria Gardens and
Memorial Statue Reserve.

Order of 21 October 2025 giving approval to the granting of a lease at Tasma Terrace Reserve.

Order of 22 October 2025 giving approval to the granting of a licence at Kings Domain South Reserve.

Order of 27 October 2025 giving approval to the granting of a licence at Alexandra Gardens Reserve.
Duties Act 2000 — Treasurer’s Reports, 202425 of —

Corporate Reconstruction and Consolidation Concessions and Exemptions, under section 250B(4) of
the Act.

Foreign Purchaser Additional Duty Exemptions, under section 3E(2) of the Act.

Financial Management Act 1994 — Minister for Environment’s reports that 202425 Reports have not been
received, together with an explanation for the delay, under section 46(3)(a) of the Act—

Caulfield Racecourse Reserve Trust.
Dhelkunya Dja Land Management Board.
Environment Protection Authority (EPA).
Gunaikurnai Traditional Owner Land Management Board.
Trust for Nature.
Yorta Yorta Traditional Owner Land Management Board.
Zoos Victoria.
Infrastructure Victoria Act 2015 — Victoria’s infrastructure strategy 2025-2055, under section 35(2) of the Act.

Interpretation of Legislation Act 1984 — Notice under section 32(3)(a)(iii) in relation to Statutory Rule
No. 91/2025 (Gazette G42, 16 October 2025).

Legal Practitioners’ Liability Committee — Report, 2024-25",

Ombudsman — ‘That’s assault mate - Investigation into alleged misconduct in a private prison and how it was
handled, November 2025 (Ordered to be published).

Planning and Environment Act 1987 — Notices of approval of the —
Boroondara Planning Scheme — Amendment C394.
Golden Plains Planning Scheme — Amendment C105.
Latrobe Planning Scheme — Amendment C143.
Port Phillip Planning Scheme — Amendments C224 and C227.
Victoria Planning Provisions — Amendments VC291 and VC295.
Radiation Advisory Committee — Report, 2024-25.
Statutory Rules under the following Acts of Parliament —
Cemeteries and Crematoria Act 2003 —No. 114.
Charities Act 1978 —No. 115.
National Electricity (Victoria) Act 2005 —No. 113.
Subordinate Legislation Act 1994 — Documents under section 15 in relation to Statutory Rule No. 114.
Victoria Legal Aid — Report, 2024-25.
* together with the Minister’s reported date of receipt.

Proclamations of the Governor in Council fixing operative dates for the following acts:

National Electricity (Victoria) Amendment (VicGrid Stage 2 Reform) Act 2025 —

Part 2 (other than section 36(2) and (3)), Divisions 1 and 5 of Part 3 and Parts 4 and 5 — 1 November 2025
(Gazette S588, 28 October 2025).



PETITIONS
4508 Legislative Council Wednesday 12 November 2025

Workplace Injury Rehabilitation and Compensation Amendment Act 2025 — Division 2 of Part2 and
Division 2 of Part 3 — 1 November 2025 (Gazette S588, 28 October 2025).

Petitions
Responses

The Clerk: I have received the following papers for presentation to the house pursuant to standing
orders: the Minister for Children’s response to the petition titled ‘Reverse decision to close Parentline’,
the Minister for Environment’s response to the petitions titled ‘Inquiry into koala management
practices’ and ‘The impact of the blue gum industry on koala populations’, the Minister for Local
Government’s response to the petition titled ‘Review City of Casey’s fees and permits for private land
use’, the Minister for Public and Active Transport’s response to the petition titled “More services for
bus route 506’ and the Minister for Roads and Road Safety’s responses to two petitions titled ‘Reduce
probationary driving age’ and ‘Intersection of Centre, O’Grady and Hallam South roads, Hallam’.

Business of the house
Notices
Notices of motion given.
General business
David DAVIS (Southern Metropolitan) (13:29): I move, by leave:

That the following general business take precedence on Thursday 13 November 2025:

(1) notice of motion given this day by Rachel Payne on private members bills;

(2) notice of motion given this day by David Limbrick on the importance of charity;

(3) notice of motion given this day by me on the deficits reported by statutory bodies in annual reports;
(4) notice of motion 1117 standing in Richard Welch’s name on the administration of the CFMEU; and
(5) notice of motion given this day by Melina Bath on bushfire preparedness.

Members statements
Maroondah Festival

Sonja TERPSTRA (North-Eastern Metropolitan) (13:30): I rise today to speak about a fantastic
day that was had by all on Sunday at the Maroondah Festival. This is one of Victoria’s largest
community festivals, with around 25,000 people attending each year, and it was wonderful to meet so
many locals and talk about the great work that the Allan Labor government is doing in the North-
Eastern Metropolitan Region. This includes upgrades of key intersections like the Five Ways in
Warrandyte and the Maroondah Highway—Yarra Road intersection in Croydon; the community
pharmacy pilot, making health care more accessible; and of course the ever-popular power saving
bonus, which helps concession card holders with cost-of-living pressures. I was proud to share how
we are supporting our local community, and I had many great chats with locals. I had the chance to
speak with local community organisations, including Each, who run the Allan Labor government’s
Smile Squad program at many schools in Maroondah, and the Melbourne Highland Games and Celtic
Festival committee, who both do incredible work in the community all year round. Events like this
remind us of the strength and vibrancy of our community. The Maroondah Festival is always a
highlight for me each year, and I want to thank the volunteers and organisers who helped set up and
pack down and everyone who stopped by for a chat. Your passion and commitment make these events
possible, and I look forward to seeing you all again next year.

Gender identity

Moira DEEMING (Western Metropolitan) (13:31): This week I was absolutely honoured to meet
a very, very brave 11-year-old girl, Emily Tuohy, and I heard of her dreams of following in the
footsteps of her grandmother, who was an Olympic gold medallist for Australia. Her face just lit up
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when I asked her why she did not follow in her grandmother’s footsteps and do swimming instead of
athletics, and she said, “When I found out that I could practise and train and learn techniques to get
better at running, I just fell in love with it, and I love running.’ It is not much to ask, is it? She trained
hard. She earned her place at the regional qualifiers, and when she got there, she lost, not because she
was not fast enough but because she was forced to compete against a boy. When her dad questioned
how that could possibly be fair, School Sport Victoria replied that no rules were broken, because that
boy identifies as a girl. Emily is here today in the gallery — thank you so much for being here. She is
extremely brave to stand up and say that it is not right, what happened to her, because as we know,
every single other person who has stood up and said these things has been viciously attacked. But
Emily, we are not going to let that happen to you. You will not be standing alone. For every girl in this
country and in this state who has had her right to fair sport and privacy and dignity taken away from
her — Emily, you are standing up for them, and we are going to be standing with you, because this
terrible injustice is happening all over this country. It is my honour to stand with you. I think you are
very brave, and I look forward to the next few years. We will get through it together.

South West Tech School

Jacinta ERMACORA (Western Victoria) (13:33): On 22 October I visited the site of the new
South West Tech School to celebrate the start of construction on behalf of the Deputy Premier and
Minister for Education Ben Carroll. Thanks to South West TAFE CEO Mark Fidge and South West
Tech School director Rohan Keert, their staff teams and the board of South West TAFE for their long-
term advocacy. They have worked incredibly hard to make this project a reality. Many of those people
joined us to celebrate the sod turning, as such, including industry representatives in the region who
will benefit from the skills and inspiration created by the tech school. South West Tech School will
prepare students from across the region for the jobs of the future. The fly-throughs are amazing,
showing fabrication labs, a tech workshop, a digital workshop and also a wet-simulation lab, which
will provide hands-on learning about agriculture, robotics and renewable energy. I congratulate
everyone involved, and I look forward to returning when the doors open to students in 2026.

Meadow Creek solar farm

Rikkie-Lee TYRRELL (Northern Victoria) (13:35): Today I wish to condemn the grossly unfair
and unjust approval of the Meadow Creek solar facility by the Minister for Planning on
Friday 31 October. On yet another file and flee Friday the Minister for Planning went against the pleas
and warnings of both the Bobinawarrah community and experts to approve possibly the largest solar
facility in Victoria, in the King Valley — this, only months after approving the controversial Dederang
battery energy storage system facility and the Cooba solar facility, also in my electorate of Northern
Victoria. The minister did this without even having the decency of visiting the areas she has given the
green light to be put at risk. All of these projects have been met with solid community pushback and
outrage. These communities are not fighting these facilities without reason. They are not fighting
against these just because they simply do not like them. These communities came to the table armed
with knowledge and facts about the region, the environment and the very valid concerns they hold
surrounding these facilities. They came armed with flood mapping, bushfire overlays, environmental
studies and meteorological data. Every time they were ignored; every time they were treated as though
nothing matters but the extreme push for so-called renewable energy. Yet again this citycentric
government is just bulldozing over the top of these communities and pushing ahead with their agendas.
These hardworking farming communities deserve better. These wonderful farming communities
deserve to actually be listened to by those in power, because no-one knows and cares for the
environment in these areas — (Time expired)

Gender identity

Bev McARTHUR (Western Victoria) (13:36): Who made the decision to stop 11-year-old Emily
Tuohy from progressing to the next round of her athletics competition? A man from the Victorian
Department of Education. Emily’s father appealed to the department. My formal complaint is that
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children competing in athletic events should be considered to proceed to the next level of competition
based on their sporting ability, achievements and sporting merit rather than ideology, especially at
primary school level. This man, a director in the department, responded:

Our inclusion guidance allows students aged 11 years and under to participate in competitions where they feel
most comfortable.

These guidelines prioritise inclusion on the basis of gender identity rather than fairness and safety,
with girls forced to compete against male peers in female competitions. How is this fair? Emily, whose
grandmother was an Olympian, has every right to compete against her own sex. How does this
encourage girls in sport or inspire the next generation? When ideology trumps natural justice, we are
in trouble. Emily, thank you and your father for being with us today. Good luck in your future sporting
endeavours — hopefully on a fairer playing field.

The Dismissal

Ryan BATCHELOR (Southern Metropolitan) (13:38): Fifty years since the Dismissal I rise to
both recognise the most undemocratic moment in Australian political history and remember the
significant legacy of the Whitlam government. The dismissal of Gough Whitlam as Prime Minister
was a treacherous act by the Governor-General that undermined Australian democracy, an
undemocratic act enabled by the obstructionism of the Liberal Party, who were intent on bringing
down a legitimately elected government because they did not like Gough or his policies — a Liberal
Party who refused to recognise that winning two elections in three years gave Whitlam the right to
govern and who sought to bring down his government by blocking supply. I am glad that here in
Victoria in 2003 we changed our constitution to prevent that action from happening in this state, and
I think our democracy is the better for it. But the legacy of the Whitlam government should not be
defined by a final act of treachery. Here is what they achieved: ending conscription; establishing
Medibank; the Racial Discrimination Act1975; the Trade Practices Act 1974; the Family Law
Act 1975, which allowed for no-fault divorce in Australia; land rights; handing land back to the
Gurindji; creating the Commonwealth legal aid program and the Australian Law Reform Commission;
an equal pay case that extended the adult minimum wage to include women; the single mothers
pension — an issue very close to my heart; abolishing the Commonwealth death penalty; the National
Sewerage Program; independence for PNG; and the diplomatic recognition of the People’s Republic
of China. Whitlam was an extraordinary Australian and is rightly remembered as a Labor giant.

Peter Goad

Katherine COPSEY (Southern Metropolitan) (13:40): Today I want to mark the passing and
celebrate the impact of Peter Goad, a really respected figure in our local community and a tireless
defender of Albert Park. Peter devoted decades to protecting public green space and community sport
from being sidelined year after year by a private corporate event. Peter’s work with Save Albert Park
helped expose the real impacts of the grand prix on clubs, on open space and on everyday access to a
park that Victorians love. He was a champion for the transparency measures needed around this event.
I knew Peter for many years, and I so admired his work and his tenacity. Even as he celebrated his
centenary, Peter remained the group’s longest serving president, committed to their goals of ending
the grand prix at Albert Park, reclaiming the park as public open space and parkland for community
sport and everyday use and safeguarding the park from inappropriate development and ongoing
impacts. [ want to extend my sincerest condolences to Peter’s family and friends and to the Save Albert
Park community. I hope that we can all honour his dedicated commitment by continuing the work,
telling the truth about the actual impacts of this event, standing with local clubs and residents and
putting public space and public good first. Peter always stood up for what was right. Vale, Peter.

Anam Cara House, Geelong

Georgie CROZIER (Southern Metropolitan) (13:41): I would like to take this opportunity to thank
the leadership and staff at Anam Cara House in Geelong for the work they have done in providing
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exceptional palliative care services to the people of Geelong and surrounding areas, in particular the
chair Diana Taylor, the CEO Vanessa McColl and all the staff for their dedication and their expertise
in supporting and caring for patients with life-limiting illness and their families. This model is one
that, unfortunately, was not supported by the Allan Labor government, but it was supported by the
community. I would also like to thank the many, many community leaders and the generous
philanthropists who provided their financial and personal support to Anam Cara House. It has not gone
unnoticed within the community. It is a facility I have visited on several occasions. I have seen
firsthand the exceptional care provided. I have raised in this place multiple times the need for greater
support from government for Anam Cara. A pittance of money — just a couple of million dollars —
would have sufficed. However, unfortunately, that advocacy fell on deaf ears and, as I predicted, a
takeover by Barwon Health has now occurred. I again place on record the exceptional work undertaken
by all involved in Anam Cara House and the need for proper, sustainable and adequate palliative care
funding to be provided for palliative care services across the state. For years this government has
ignored the need for proper funding. Instead they waste and mismanage taxpayers money and pander
to big, corrupt unions. Only a Liberal-led government will restore integrity, stop the waste and provide
sufficient funding to services that matter, such as palliative care.

Warrnambool Multicultural Festival

Sarah MANSFIELD (Western Victoria) (13:43): There is a saying that there is no such thing as
bad weather, just bad clothing, and that was certainly the case in Warrnambool on Saturday when I
had the pleasure of attending the Warrnambool Multicultural Festival. In the cold and the wind and
the rain many locals, undeterred, turned up. They came out in force to support this really fantastic
event. It had an incredible buzz about it. It highlighted just how important it is to have events like these
to recognise and celebrate multicultural communities in regional Victoria, where there are barriers to
inclusion and they can be more keenly felt. A day of food, music, dance and activities reflected the
multicultural, vibrant, diverse community that is the Warrmambool region. I had great chats with
different stallholders, who ranged from the infamous Warrnambool Community Garden and
Neighbourhood and Community Centre to those raising funds for Ukrainian civilians and local youth
workers. I enjoyed delicious Iraqi food for lunch while listening to some incredible African drumming.
Congratulations to all of the organisers, including the Warrnambool Multicultural Association and
Carlos Lopez, who showed us around. It was a truly brilliant day, and I really look forward to joining
again next year.

Remembrance Day

Ann-Marie HERMANS (South-Eastern Metropolitan) (13:44): Deliberate silence is not
something our modern society is well acquainted with, but at the stroke of the 11th hour on
Remembrance Day we stopped, reflected and remembered those who served and died in conflicts and
peace operations at home and abroad. On Sunday and on Tuesday, across Frankston, Springvale,
Berwick, Dandenong, Noble Park, Cranbourne and other parts of the south-eastern region, we watched
flags being raised, sang the national anthem with pride and paused to remember in silence. Today I
pay tribute to our men and women who serve and have served us in the armed services — in the navy,
the army and also the air force.

Almost 40 per cent of our male population between the ages of 18 and 44 served in the Great War.
Nearly 60,000 were killed and many more were wounded, gassed or taken prisoner. That war that was
to end all wars did exactly the opposite: it sowed the seeds for the Second World War and the service
of nearly a million Australians. Our natio