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Wednesday, 21 September 2022

The PRESIDENT (Hon. N Elasmar) took the chair at9.36 am and read the prayer.
Announcements
ACKNOWLEDGEMENT OF C OUNTRY

The PRESIDENT (09:36): On behalf of the Victorian state Parliament | acknowledge the
Aboriginal peoples, the traditional custodians of this land which has served as a significant meeting
place of the First People of Victoria. | acknowledge and pay respect to the elders lobriginal
nations in Victoria past, present and emerging and welcome any elders and members of the Aboriginal
communities who may visit or participate in the events or proceedings of the Parliament.

Petitions
Following petitions presented to house:

ELECT ORAL REFORM

The Petition of certain citizens of the State of Victoria draws to the attention of the Legislative Council that
the processes undertaken for election into the Victorian Parliament should not be compromised and that a
transparent democraticqeess needs to be sought out at all times.

Interference through financial gain, by an individual or entity, needs to be deemed a criminal act and a
transparent process must be determined. This includes, and is not limited to, taxmsepositions beg
used as transactional arrangements or agreements.

State taxes services the salaries of $tased employees and as a result all-s@ted employees should
remain in the state of Victoria during their allocated office hours. Exceptions should lteenitecision of

the Clerk of the Parliament. Details outlining such deliberations should be tabled by the relevant Member of
Parliament overseeing the employee.

The petitioners therefore request that the Legislative Council call on the Governmentitwétegislation

that will criminalise the exchange of consultant goods and services, including by persons in-fargager
positions of employment, in relation to preferencing deals for Legislative Council elections (also known as
‘“preferen’c)e, hwmirtvle sa imigni mum penalty of $400,000 or up to
behaviour, and in the interest of transparency, require Group Voting Tickets (GVTSs) to be submitted to the
Victorian Electoral Commission no less than four weeks pridettien day, with all individual candidates

and parties to print their GVTs on the reverse of their-ttevote cards.

By Mr ATKINSON (Eastern Metropolitan) (358 signatures).
Laid on table.

Mr ATKINSON : (By leave) think it is important when anybody comes to you requesting support
for a petition to be presented to the house that we shouldhgiepportunity for that petition to be
laid before the housdt does not mean that the particular person who is spagsthrat petition
actually agrees with the contents of it and supports those comments that are contained within that
petition, but it is important that the petition is laid before the house.

LYNDOCH LIVING

The Petition of certain citizens of the Stat&/wforia draws to the attention of the Legislative Council that
the Board of Lyndoch Living, an aged care facility in Warrnambool started by the community, has lost the
confidence of the community it serves.

The Board has broken a social contract betwsmaddch Living and the community which has existed for
more than 70 years. This has |l ed to a |l ack of transpare

The Board has refused to allow members of the community to become general members of Lyndoch Living
More than 130 applications in 2021 were rejected without any reason given. In refusing to allow general
membership, the pathway for community members to join the Board has also been cut. As a result, the Board
is only answerable to itself.



PAPERS
3460 Legislative Council Wednesday, 21 September 2022

This lack of tansparency has led to grave concerns about the priorities and direction of Lyndoch Living,
including the decline in residential care, a failure to act on serious allegations raised by staff, and the viability
of a $22 million medical clinic that is now der construction that could leave Lyndoch Living insolvent.

The community has tried every avenue, including seeking legal advice, to address concerns surrounding the
Board.

The petitioners therefore request that the Legislative Council call on the Gonetonieconsultation with
the Federal Government, take all possible steps to have the Board of Lyndoch Living removed and to appoint
an administrator until a new board can be appointed through a public call for nominations.

By Mrs MCARTHUR (Western Victoria) (2234 signatures
Laid on table.
Papers
DEPARTMENT OF ENVIRO NMENT, LAND, WATER A ND PLANNING
2021 22 Sustainability Fund Activities Report

Mr LEANE (Eastern Metropolitan-Minister for Commonwealth Games Legacy, Minister for
Veteran$ (09:41): | move, by leave:

That there be laid before this house a copy a@2d 22 Sustainability Fund Activities Report
Motion agreed to.
DEPARTMENT OF PREMIE R AND CABINET

Victorian Government Aboriginal Affairs Report 2021 and Victorian 2021 @gjakie Gaplata
tables

Mr LEANE (Eastern Metropolitan-Minister for Commonwealth Games Legacy, Minister for
Veteran} (09:41): | move, by leave:

That there be laid before this house a copy of/tbrian Government Aboriginal Affairs Rep@@21and
the Victorian 2021 Closing the Gap data tables.

Motion agreed to.
Committees
ECONOMY AND INFRASTR UCTURE COMMITTEE
Inquiry into the Multi Purpose Taxi Program

Ms PULFORD (Western Victoria—Minister for Employment, Minister for Innovation, Meéll
Research and the Digital Economy, Minister for Small Business, Minister for Re3q0&:d9):
Pursuant to standing order 23.30, | lay on the table a copy of the government response to the Economy
and I nfrastruct ur einqdryinothie multipuepose taxi gogramm. t o n t he

Inquiry into the Commercial Passenger Vehicle Industry Act 2017 Reforms

Ms PULFORD (Western Victoria—Minister for Employment, Minister for Innovation, Medical
Research and the Digital Economy, Minister foraBrBusiness, Minister for Resourg€89:49:
Pursuant to standing order 23.30, | lay on the table a copy of the government response to the Economy
and I nfrastructur e Co mnheCdanmerciasPassengerd/ehicle lodustrt h e
Act 2017reforms.

nqu



PAPERS
Wednesday, 21 September 2022 Legislative Council 3461

Papers
PAPERS
Tabled by Clerk:

Advancing the Treaty Process with Aboriginal Victori&was 2018—under sectiod3 of the Act—
Advancing the Victorian Treaty ProcesReport, 202322.
First Peopl es’ —Repate20?2B8.l y of Victoria
Auditor-Ge n e r a | —Repo@ 20RR2c e
Auditor-Gener al '’ s— Reports on

Follow-up of Maintaining the Mental Health of Child Protection Practitioners, September 2022
(Ordered to be published)

Major Projects Performance Reporting 2022, September(@b@2red to be published)
Quiality of Child Protection Data, September 202&1ered to be published)

Quiality of Major Transport Infrastructure Project Business Cases, SeptembegiCz@2ed to be
published)

Eastern Health-Report, 202422.

Education and Traing Department-Report, 202322.

Environment, Land, Water and Planning DepartmdReport, 202122,
Families, Fairness and Housing DepartmeReport, 202422,
GoulburnMurray Rural Water CorporatierReport, 202422.
Greater Western Water CorporatieReport,2021-22.

Health DepartmertReport, 202422.

Justice and Community Safety DepartmeRteport, 202422.

Local Jobs First-Report, 202422.

Melbourne Health (The Royal Melbourne HospitaReport, 202422.
Melbourne Port Lessor Pty ltdReport, 202422.

MelbourneéWater Corporatior-Report, 202422.

Monash Health-Report, 202422.

National Gallery of Victoria (NG\A-Report, 202422.

Occupational Health and Safetgt 2004—Report of requests for the approval of persons or bodies by the
Governor in Council, 20222, uner sectiorlL1 of the Act.

Parliamentary Committees A@003—Government responses to the Public Accounts and Estimates
Committee’' s—Reports on the

2020-21 Financial and Performance Outcomes.
Inquiry into Gender Responsive Budgeting.
Premier and Cabinet Dapaent—Report, 202322.

Prevention of Family ViolencAct 2018—Progress on Preventing Family Violence and Violence Against
Women in Victoria: First Thre¥early Report to Parliament, September 2022, under sd&idhof the Act.

Public RecordDffice Victoria (PROV)—Report, 202322.
Respect Victoria—Report, 202422.

Rolling Stock Holdings (Victoria) Pty Limitee-Report, 202422,
South East Water CorporatierReport, 202422,

Subordinate Legislation Act 1994Documents under section 15 in respéStatutory Rule Nos. 83, 84 and
87.

SurveyorGeneral—Report, 202422 on the administration of the Survey-@dinationAct 1958.

Terrorism (Community ProtectioAct 2003—Report, 202422, by Victoria Police, under secti@iiF of the
Act.
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The Royal Childre * s H-e-Repoit, 2G2422.

Transport Accident Commission (TAGSReport, 202422.

Transport DepartmentReport, 202422,

Treasury Corporation of VictoraReport, 202322.

Victoria Police—Report, 202422.

Victorian Gambling and Casino Control CommissieReport, 2021-22.
Victorian Law Reform CommissierStalking—Final Report, June 20Z@rdered to be published)
Victorian Managed Insurance Authority (VMIAYReport, 202322.
Victorian Rail Track (VicTrack)-Report, 202422.

Victorian Veterans CouneitReport, 202422,

Victorian WorkCover Authority (WorkSafe Victoria}Report, 202322.

Voluntary Assisted DyingAct 2017—V ol unt ary Assi sted Dying Review

1 July 2021 to 30 June 2022.
Yarra Valley Water CorporatierReport, 202322.

Business othe house
NOTICES
Notices of motion given.
Notices of intention to make a statement given.
ADJOURNMENT

Ms SYMES (Northern Victoria—Leader of the Government, Attorn@eneral, Minister for
Emergency Servicgg09:57: | move:

That theCouncil, at its rising, adjourn until a day and hour to be fixed by the President, who will notify each
member of the Council accordingly.

Mr DAVIS (Southern Metropolitar-Leader of the Oppositig09:57): | want to indicate that we

Board’

do not beliee that that is the motion that should be moved today, and we should amend that motion.
This is a very important matter. The chamber should be sitting closer to the election. Since the

Parliament changed its format to a fixed fgaar term, this will be 1 longest period that the

Parliament has not sat if we adjourn today as proposed, and that will see in fact the longest period

between the closing of Parliament and the election pefindre than nine weeks.

That is not the work of democracy, it is notwark of scrutiny and it is not the work of tabling. | note

the government has today given an indication that it will make available relevant pandemic reports

ahead of the election. We welcome that step, although we are mistrustful of when the govethment wi

do it and the way they will do it. We believe it is preferable that they be tabled on a sitting day and be
done in an open and transparent way. For that reason, for the broader reason of scrutiny and to ensure

that there is maximum pressure for anngorts to be tabled, | propose to move two distinct
amendments. One of them relates to a sitting day @cfidher. That would be a single sitting day,

with the ability to move to a second sitting day if the government has not at that point tabled the
relevant pandemic reports. If | could get the clerks to circulate that amendment that would be helpful.

Ms Shing President, | wish to raise a point of order in relation to the amendments to the motion
which MrDavis has nowforeshadowedin the first instace seeking a further sitting day on

190ctober and | suspect there is another part to this which he may well go to depending on your
ruling, President. There are clear requirements within previous rulings from the Chair as they relate to
a member makingehange to notify and provide it to people in advance so that no members are taken
by surprise. To that end | note that this is in keeping with a range of matters that have been raised as

concerns by the crossbench whereby information has not been prawitli¢iake last minute. On that

basis and given that Navis had the opportunity to put this yesterday, it would appear that this is not

S
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’

within the scope of the motion as it has been put. OnthatbafisaMri s’ s pr opelsed amend ]
am waiting to see wih#e second one would be, but in any event the timing as it relates to those two
amendments would not be allowable within the standing orders or iRdéirds from the Chair

Mr DAVIS : Further to the point of order, President, these are clearly wiithipurview of the
motion that has been moved and clearly within the matters of

The PRESIDENT: Thank you, MDavis. | was going to rule on that because you have not moved
your amendments yet, and | do not think the point of order at the momentdacgaile. So | will
wait until Mr Davis has moved his amendments.

Mr DAVIS : The second amendment

Ms Symesinterjected.

Mr DAVIS : They both stand alone, and they both can be moved separately or together.
Ms Symesinterjected.

Mr DAVIS : It is one set of amendments. A sheet of amendments is what it is called. It is an
amendment sheet. There are two amendments. One relates to the date and returning for a sitting day
on the 19th, and the second, as | am just about to explain, relates to artablagism. | move:

1. Omit all words and expressions after ‘adjourn’ and in

‘until Wednesday, 19 October 2022 and that standing ¢
necessary to allow the order of business on that day to be:

Messages

Formal business

Members statements (up to 15 members)

General business

At 12 noon Questions

Constituency questions

General business (until 5.15 pm)

At 5.15 pm Statements on reports, papers and petitions (30 minutes)

Governmenbusiness (maximum 2 hours)

At 7.45 pm Adjournment (up to 20 members). .

2. At the end of the motion, omi t and insert in its

‘; and that standing and sessional orders be suspend:

remainder of thisession:

(1) Where an act of Parliament requires a document to be tabled and the document is received by the
Clerk in a week in which the house is not sitting, the Clerk must:

(&) by 4.00 pm each Friday in a neitting week, notify each member of the bewf the receipt
of documents received by 10.00 am that day and advise that the documents are available in
the tabled documents database;

(b) cause the document to be tabled in the house on the next sitting day;
©) publish a r egi swelsite eaxmFridaytimatlif’sar | i ament ' s

() how many and the names of the annual reports for the-2BZhancial year that have
been published in the tabled documents database under this paragraph; and

(i) the total number of annual reports for the 2€40financial year that were tabled in the
Council in 2021.

(2) If received by the Clerk under paragraph (1), the house orders reports from the following agencies
to be published if so requested by those agencies:

Auditor-General
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Commission for Children and Youigople
Commissioner for privacy and data protection
Consumer Affairs Victoria
Equal Opportunity and Human Rights Commission
Family violence reform implementation monitor
Gambling and Lotteries Licence Review Panel
Independent Broadased Anticorruption Conmission
Law Reform Commission
Ombudsman
Parliamentary committees
Victorian Inspectorate.
(3) Ifreceived by the Clerk under paragraph (1), the house orders the following reports to be published:
Annual financial report of the state of Victoria
Reports of boards of inquiry and royal commissions under the Inqigi€914
Community visitors annual reports

Compliance officer’s statements of findings

Legal services commi ssioner’s annual reports
Parliamentary Budget @defsectio®7 of he Parkapentary of oper at i
Budget OfficerAct 2017

Public advocate’'s annual reports

Registers of members interests

Small business commi ssioner’s annual reports.’ .

We have just seen the government table a number of ref8#tsf the general annuaports. There

are more than 25@bled most years. So that leaves around 220 that are still to be tabled and, frankly,
will not be tabled unless there is a mechanism for that tabling to occur. This picks up the mechanism
that was crafted during the COV{igriod and enables a mechanism for the Clerk to put into the tabled
documents database the reports as they come through to the Clerk and to report on how many he has
received, and in effect we can calculate how many are outstanding. This is a simplasmetiat

will enable tabling of annual reports all the way through until the period that the election writs are
issued when the Parliament is dissolved. It is a very simple

Ms Shing On a point of order, President: @avis, | did not mean to cut yaif. | suspect you
may have been coming to the end of the second part of your point. On a point of order, President, this
is again a matter which has only just been provided to the government. Again there are rulings from
the Chair, and the standing orderguire and indeed invite that to be provided in advance. In addition
to that, the tabling of the ocof-session reports component of these two amendments is not within
scope of the substantive motion as it relates to a reconvening of the houseaib&® Further to
that, President, reports can and indeed often are tabled out of sebs$as nothing unusual. As it
relatestoMDavi s’ s own drafting of the document s, he
interests. That was literally tabled yarskay. The fact that we have only just seen the amendment now
is a problem and, again, not within scope of the motion itself around reconvening the house.

MrDAVIS:Furt her to the point of order, clearly the
we are entitled to make sure, if you are going to close the house down, that the opportunity is there to
ensure transparency and that tabling occurs. That is what this seeks to do. This is a very simple point.
This is within scope. | have carefully workégs through with the clerks to make sure it was within
scope.

Ms SymesWe | | , why didn’t you give it to me?
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Mr DAVIS : Because we were hopeful that you would actually change on thenafiér.

The PRESIDENT: Let me be clear on this. Md/mes hasnoved a motion that puts the next
sitting date as on a day and hour to be fixed by the PresideDaws moved two amendments. The
second amendment is related to that, and it takes note that reports that would otherwise be tabled will
not be tabled andught to be tabled. | believe the amendment is directly relevant ®Wme s ' s
motion, and therefore it is in order.

Mr DAVIS : | will be very brief. | do not want to take the time of the house, but this is an important
point. We should sit. We shouldtrimish the grand final, as it were, three quarters of the way through
the last quarter. We should sit on, and the scrutiny should be there. When it comes to reports, what on
earth does the government have to hide? Why are they afraid of a tabling srachacause there
are seas of red ink in a lot of the agencies and a lot of the departments. The truth is the government
does not want its major projects scrutinised. What on earth has the government got to hide? | say,
‘“Let’s bring tydudo netwdntthe siting, wewill haveatime dablings.

Ms SHING (Eastern Victoria—Minister for Water, Minister for Regional Development, Minister
for Equality) (10:09: Further to that point, MDavis, you have had many years to understand the
scope of being able to move a substantive motion on your terms. You failed to do so, you missed the
boat and now you are seeking to shoehorn that in around tabling of repditavisiryou are well
aware of the nature of reports being tabled and welleawnfathe longestablished practices of this
place whereby reports can be and indeed are very frequently and ordinarily tabled out of session.
Mr Davis, you are also well aware of the processes of the house, and you are well aware of the basis
upon which ya have previously argued in exactly the same way as the government is now arguing.
For you to now claim at the last minute that you are being denied some opportunity is to ignore the
reality of the way in which reports are tabled, the way in which thedssdf the house is conducted
and indeed to ignore the reality of the situation in which you find yourself, having left this matter until
the very last minute without having given the government any of the information necessary to consider
this.

Thisiswvhat we see and have consistently seen from yol
members, it is the crossbench who have been caught unawares by-thiautestprovision of
information, or indeed no provision of information whatsoever, befondng a range of matters that

seek to fundamentally alter the business of the house. We have not received this information until you
have bowled it up at the last minute. One might be forgiven for thinking in fact that you failed to put

in the work yestefay when the opportunity was there for you within the rulb® standing orders,

the existence of rulings from the Chair and the processes of the house, as has been well observed in
the course of this Parliamerto move a motion in exactly these terms tksure that this was not

bolted on as a lashinute retrofit, as far as the business of this chambes a reconvening on the

16th and again a request to make sure that reports could be tabled in session. You know full well,
Mr Davis, the operation dhe standing orders. You know full well that reports can indeed and are
indeed tabled out of session. Bavis, | will take you—

Mr Davis interjected.

Ms SHING: A | | right, | am going to take Dahsast i nterje
now on the record as saying you cannot table reports out of session in the way that he is seeking to
have them done and that it is only by way of substantive motiowéhat fact as a house can cure
this defect. Newsflash to everybody involedewsflash to you, MDavis: there is a mechanism
whereby reports can be tabled out of session. You have been a member of committees. In fact you
have chaired committees in a pms Parliament where reports have been tabled out of session. You
have been at the helm of many inquiries, particulaviell, what is one example? The Environment
and Planning Committee, NDravis—| was deputy chair of that particular committee,DMwis, when
you were the chair of that committee and you accepted the tabling of reports out of session. There was
not an issue for you when you were at the helm of that particular parliamentary committee as it
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conducted a range of inquiries. You know full well, Davis, that you have been more than happy to
play by those rules until the very last minute when you neglected to actually table your motion.
Because you cannot get your act together you are now expecting this place to do the lifting for you at
the lastminute because you never got around to drafting the motion, running it by the crossbench or
putting it to us in government, and now we are expected to clean up your mess.

Frankly, MrDavis, you know better. You know what the standing orders say, you knovRuliregs

from the Chaiisays and you know what the customs and the practice not only of this house but of the
Parliament say in relation to the tabling of reports éaession. You have form in understanding the

way in which reports are tabled. This is something which you have previously been very proud to talk
about—your long history in the Parliament, your attention to detail of the way in which standing orders
operdae—and yet now, curiously, at the very last minute we see a sudden case of procedural amnesia
in favour of making up for the complete inability for your end to put the motion as you should have
done yesterday. The ship has saileddvis, and the houséauld reject the motion amendments
outright.

Ms CROZIER (Southern Metropolitgn(10:10: Well, goodness me. The government is fairly
desperate with that diatribe that we have just been subjected to for theniasités. This is an
important amedment, because what we have seen from this government is a lack of transparency,
and | am particularly concerned about the Independent Pandemic Management Advisory Committee
report. | noticed that a few days ago the Minister for Health was saying thegghit would not be
available until after the election, and | have spoken out publicly and other members have spoken out
publicly about the concerns in relation to transparency. This state has been through so much in relation
to COVID over the last fewsars, and what we have seen is the Parliament shut down and committees
gagged. | have said several times the parliamentary processes that have gone on under this government
are quite shameful, when we have members of committees deliberately not turemgugssight
committees cannot take on what they are supposed to do. And while we have got an opportunity to
have another sitting day so that we can see these reports and scrutinise IPMAC and ask the government
about that report that is now to be tablebiglieve, before caretakemvell, how can we trust the
government on that? How can we trust the government to not be dropping this reportjust days

Mr Davis: On grand final day?

Ms CROZIER : Well, on grand final day, MDavis. We have seen with the®8the day before
Melbourne Cup. | mean, they are up to all the tricks, but they are not open to transparency. These are
guite reasonable amendments for the Victorian public to actually understand about not just that
important report but also the other aalmeports. Six health reports have been dumped today but there
are dozens more. We must see those reports.

Members interjecting.

Ms CROZIER: It is attached to the adjournment matter. But the sitting of the -hause, the
government does not want thg occur, and quite rightly because they do not want scrutiny. They
actually do not want the chamber to do the work it is supposed to do. It does not want us to undertake
the work we need to do. And | say because of the shocking situation in this statbheralth—just
look at the story today; seven children have died in the last five months. There are record numbers of
sentinel events.

Mr Davis interjected.

Ms CROZIER : Well, Safer Care Victoria, MDavis, will not undertake an investigation intb a
this until next year. This is what | am talking about when we need to have a greater degree of
transparency and understanding about what is going on. Where are these reports that are coming out
of the various health services, the various departmeatsatious agencies? We are all privileged to
sit in this house to be representing our communities and to be putting forward the scrutiny that
Victorians quite rightly expect. Yet this government we have seen has time and time again shut down
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that opporturty to do so. | say that these amendments to the adjournment that we are debating now
are important in the interests of every single Victorian and | would-drge

Ms Shinginterjected.

Ms CROZIER : Well, you might have a problem with it, N&hing, but tis is about transparency.
This is about undertaking the werk

MsShingl t s you not being organised
Ms CROZIER:No, it’'s not.
MrDavis:No, it’s actually precisely organised on th

Ms CROZIER: | thank MrDavis for thatinterjection. This is an amendment to the adjournment
motion put by the Leader of the Government. It is entirely appropriate, and in the interests of
transparency and proper process | urge every member to supfaMri s° s amendment s.

Mr FINN (Western Me&opolita) (10:14: We face an extraordinary situation today where
members of the government have come in here and s
| do not know too many Victorians who would trust the current government. Wedéokan lied to by
this government far too often, by this Premier and by his minisfarstoo often to accept on face
value anything they say. Whether it be a tweet or whether it be a sworn oath, whatever it may be, if
this government tells you somethiyau cannot take it to the bank. That is the bottom line. They have
lied to us. Remember the curfew? They told us that that was based on health advice. We found out it
was not based on health advice and it was not based on law and order advice. It vlagxcbplitiee
PremierSo many times we have had a situation where we have had an instruction to release the health
advice; he still has not done it. Is he going to do that before we close down? | mean, what is going on?
| do not care, as MShing said, hownany times who has done what to who. | do not care about the
past. What | want to know is whether we can leave here today knowing that that pandemic report is in
our keeping. We need to know.

The Minister for Health says she is not in a position to reletsay. She should be. She has known

for months, since she took on the job, that the Parliament was rising today. She has known that, and |
have to say that if she has not got her act together then she should not have the job. If she did not know
that he Parliament was rising today and that we would want to see that pandemic report before the
house rose, she should not have the job. Itis as simple as that.

So | will be supporting certainly the first amendment fromDMvis, and | urge other members,

paticularly crossbench members, to consider the words that | have expressed and just ask yourselves

this question: do | trust this government? I f you
it; it must be trueleweofl |l déathow theyoundo nht tv
the majority of Victorians, you will support this amendment.

| cannot understand anybody who would give this government carte blanche for anything, because if
you give them an inch, they will take friles, they will take 10@niles. They have no respect for the

truth. They have no respect for the people of Victoria. They certainly have no respect for this
Parliament, and they have shown that time and time and time again. | would like that reped releas
today, but if it cannot be released today, well then let us come baclQmtdlkser and let it be released

then.

Dr CUMMING (Western Metropolitan(10:18: The way | vote today will depend on what the
government is going to say in the way afetort and a reply. | obviously want transparency and
accountability for my community. We want the reports. They have been promised. | know that this
government-some of the ministers, not all of the ministers but a good fat majeaity not very
good at atually giving information when it is requested or answering questions in this chamber.

Mr Leane: All of us?
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Dr CUMMING : Not all. The good ones in this chamber | have no issue with, but there are some
in the other place, such as the MinistetHealth during the pandemic, who has absolutely refased

Mr Somyurek interjected.

Dr CUMMING : You too, MrSomyurek. | will take that back. That is rightr Somyurek was
wonderful when he was local government minister. But there have been manytirethgaze, from
the Premier dowr-in the way of ministers in the other houstat have not responded to my

guestions in this place, that have not produced reports and that have promised through these debates

that we would have a better way and that theylvadhere to their fotgtay, fiveday reporting
mechanism, but they have not. | have spent nearly every Wednesday on my feghfdes either
speaking to directions or repoergvery Wednesdayso | would like to see the reports. | have no
problem readig the reports as well as questioning this government on why the reports are written in
the way they are, because that is what it is all abtrahsparency and accountability. That is why
those reports are actually given to this Parliamesat we can actugl question and try to improve
things for our community.

Mr HAYES (Southern Metropolitgn(10:20: | would just like to follow up on DEu mmi n g’ s
request and ask the government, maybe the AttgBeeeral, to clarify when the reports will be
released to us and the Parliament.

Ms SYMES (Northern Victoria—Leader of the Government, Attorn@eneral, Minister for
Emergency Servicg$10:20: While the amendments to the sitting of the house motion which | put
some half hour ago were ortiigought to my attention this morning, | put on record that it was indicated
by the opposition that they intended to sit an extra day. But this second component about documents
was not brought to my attention until it was a prirdetldocument, which as NDavis has indicated
was carefully crafted with the clerkst was not even remotely put on my radar. In fact it was members

of the crossbench that mentioned it to me this mo

After four years, | reckon &have developed a bit of a rapport in this place where we kind of let each
other know what is going on, so on the last day to be presented with this is pretty disappointing in that
regard. In respect of the

Ms Crozier interjected.
Ms SYMES: Can | inish? Because there is no big deal
Ms Crozier interjected.

Ms SYMES: I pickupMsCr ozi er’' s interjection. She just
not a big deal and then she sai dMsCftoZect ual |
know that that does not regularly happen. | cannot say anything without you wanting to oppose what
| am saying.

What | am saying is in relation+teand | will speak to people that are listerirtpe first amendment

to the returning to the hea motion, which is seeking to compel us to come back on a Wednesday, of
course, on 19ctober. The government will not be supporting that amendment. | do not know about
you, but | have got some commitments in my electorate, talking to people thatlpiaterakted in

the positive platform that the government is proposing for the upcoming election. | am sure others
have got conversations that they want to be having in their communities, speaking to the real people.
We will not be supporting that amendme

In relation to the second amendment, asSMimg has articulated, many of these documents can be
tabled out of session. There is certainly no attempt by the government to avoid scrutiny. As we have
seen this morning, based on some conversations, thist®ifor Health has certainly confirmed that

the Independent Pandemic Management Advisory Commigeart will be made public before the
caretaker period. | think she has explained that the scope of that inquiry was broadened. The

y

said
it
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government needs to msider it, develop a response and make it public. She has given that
commitment. | reaffirm the commitment on behalf of the government that that is forthcoming.

In relation to the other reports, many annual reports have been tabled today. In refztiemn dthers,

if they become available in time and they can be tabled out of session, | do not mind. That is fine. In
fact if Mr Davis had come and spoken to me about this without lumping it on me, we could have had
a decent conversation and probably agjteet. So the government will not oppose this amendment,
because | do not have a problem with it. But | do not want to facilitate his stubDaérwants to

stand up there and say the government is avoiding scrutiny, the government does not want to tab
anything. That is nonsense. That is absolute nonsense. We have received advice in this place from the
Auditor-General in relation to constraints on some government agencies and the like, but in terms of
anything that is available, there is no problemmaking it public. That is not a problem. So | will not

be opposing this second component oftimendmentbecause it is fine. There is nothing wrong with

it. It would have been nice to have a conversation about it, biaMs wanted to grandstand, he
wanted a stunt and it has fallen a bit flat because, frankly, 1 do not have a problem with it. The
government will not be opposing it; | oppose the way it has been brought to the chamber.

So, to make it absolutely clear, we will be voting against thedfir&ndment. | had at least a bit of

advance notice on that one, but for the second-alespite the fact that it has only been brought to
my attention within the last 4Binutes—there is nothing offensive in it. It is fine. The only thing that
is offensive $ the conduct of the opposition.

Dr Cumming: On a point of order, President, just to clarify the dates, through the Chair to the
Clerk: what dates are we looking at, possibly, with these reports? The Attdeneyal just mentioned
caretaker mode.

The PRESIDENT: Order! Thank you very much. | think the contribution is finished. | am sorry,
Dr Cumming. The Leader of the Government has already declared that she will support the
amendment, and we are going through the process.

House divided on amendment:1

Ayes, 16
Atkinson, Mr Cumming, Dr McArthur, Mrs
Bach, Dr Davis, Mr Quilty, Mr
Barton, Mr Finn, Mr Rich-Phillips, Mr
Bath, Ms Limbrick, Mr Somyurek, Mr
BurnettWake, Ms Lovell, Ms Vaghela, Ms
Crozier, Ms

Noes, 22
Bourman, Mr Maxwell, Ms Shing, Ms
Elasmar, Mr Mcintosh, Mr Stitt, Ms
Erdogan, Mr Meddick, Mr Symes, Ms
Gepp, Mr Melhem, Mr Taylor, Ms
Grimley, Mr Patten, Ms Terpstra, Ms
Hayes, Mr Pulford, Ms Tierney, Ms
Kieu, Dr Ratnam, Dr Watt, Ms
Leane, Mr

Amendment negatived.

Amendment?2 agreed to; amended motion agreed to.
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Members statements
FELICITATIONS

Mr MELHEM (Western Metropolitai(10:33:As it i s the Parliament’'s | as
to take the opportunity to pay tribute particularly to you, President. | want to congratulate you on the
achievements you have made over the years in this place. You have achieved the highest office in
Parliament, and | want to wish you all the very bésti have been a fine and excellent President and
loved by everyone. So, on behalf of everyone, | want to pass on my best wishes to you and your family
for a bright future.

| would also like to pay tribute to our good friend Mark Gepp, who will also régetvith this
Parliament. | wish him well. We are going to miss you; you will be missed. You are one of our better
speakers and contributors in this place. You have been the chair of the Scrutiny of Acts and
Regulations Committee. You always know whesa gtand with Mark Gepp. Good luck, mate, with
your endeavours-whatever the future holds.

Also, other members are retiring, including AMkinson—the father of the chamber, do we call you?

He is a longserving member, including eight years as Presidemtd Gk, MrAtkinson, with your
retirement, and to MRich-Phillips. MrOndarchie is not here today. All the members who are not
likely to make it back for the next Parliament, | want to wish you well. To the people who are coming
back for the 60tiParlianent—hopefully we will continue the good work of this Parliament, because

it has been a very challenging four years and | think everyone should be proud of the achievements
we have made. Crossbenchetgshink everyone has done a great job.

I finish off by wishing Andrew, our Clerk, all the best for whatever his next challenge is. Whoever the
employer is who is picking up Mfoung will be better for it. So good luck and congratulations on
your achievements.

HEALTH SYSTEM

Mr DAVIS (Southern Metropolitan-Leader of the Oppositigr§10:35: | want to say something
about the state government’'s failure with the hea
the Northern Hospital have been botched from go to whoa. The support has ribeteenexpand
the hospital. The government has not put enough support into that hospital to make sure that the huge
growth in population is able to be attended to and the emergency department capacity is there. We
expanded the emergency department itl202 and on from there, but Labor did not continue that
expansion of the hospital as was required. | say the state government has made announcements
recently, and there is a wakp moment with Daniel Andrews, the Premier. He has realised that after
four years of this term and four years of the term befaight years in totat-he has left the health
system in a disastrous place. He has left it crumbling. He has left it in a position with the highest
waiting lists in the history of the state by a long margind he has left it in a terrible position with
respect to ESTA.

STEM EDUCATION

Dr KIEU (South Eastern Metropolitan(10:37): | am proudly Victoria’'s ir
education ambassador. | thank the previous Minister for Education, the Eolealeimes Merlino,
for my appointment and all his help. | would also like to thank the new Minister for Education, the
Honourable Natalie Hutchins, and the Department of Education and Training for their unwavering
support and assistance.

| have hadthegpor t uni ty to visit Victoria' s 18 specialdi@
10tech schools, two STEM centres of excellence and six science and mathematics specialist centres.

I have also spoken at conferences and many other events and compiled ant#fed STEM

Education in the Education State of Australie time to focus on STEM education is now. It is at
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the forefront of our economic recovery, growth and social development, and it is crucial to
strengthening our technological sovereignty.

What a journey this has been for me so far. My first term in the Victorian Parliament can be categorised
as exciting and challenging. It has been a privilege to advocate for STEM, STEM education and our
multicultural communities. | have been so honouredefwesent the South Eastern Metropolitan
Region and hope to continue to do so. Either way: thank you, Victoria.

FELICITATIONS

Dr KIEU : On another matter, it has been a privilege to have known and worked with members
who are not coming back to Parliant next term and the Clerk: Miazih Elasmar, the President;
Mark Gepp; Bruce Atkinson; and Andrew Young. Thank you.

FELICITATIONS

Mr GRIMLEY (Western Victori (10:38: | hope this is not a valedictory speech. | plan to be
here next year, buymolitics is a wildcard, so you never know. Given this, | want to take a moment to
thank a few people on the Department of Parliamentary Services staff. A particulaoghoulatt
Jordon; to IT and particularly Chris Prasatthanks for your help; to tHeegislative Council team led
by, of course, Andrew and Anne; to all the attendants, and a@htctotPatrick and his wicked sense
of humour, which has made the tough days feel not so bad; to the PSOs and security team that keep
us safe, and a particulsinoutout to Muhammad for his amazing recipes on YouFuiigou have
not seen them, check them out; to the tabling office, Juliana, Annemarie, Savannah, Tash and others
my office cannot speak highly enough of the work that you do; to the Office of #ldR@hiamentary
Counsel for drafting my bills and amendments; to Jacquie, Elise and the entire hospitality team; to past
and present presidents, Meane and MElasmar, for keeping this place in good ordland of course
to the acting presidents and thepdty President; and to the ministers and their advisers, indeed all
MPs from the opposition and crossbench and staff, thank you very much;

Of course to my own staff, to Olivia, who most of you know, thanks for all of your work over the
journey—it has beerinvaluable—and indeed to Clinton before you as well. To those back in the
office—Sarah, Amanda, Michael and Callum, and Kristian at the beginrtgf your work is
appreciated, and you have made me look much better than | really am.

Finally, to my famiy—my wife, Mandy, and the kids, Michael and BriarAtihas been tough, but
we live on. | love you and thank you for all your support.

Some of us come to this place with very ki fact ne—experience in politics. Sometimes | got it
wrong, and sometimes | got it right. One thing | hope you do know is that | come from a very good
place that seeks to right the wrongs of many that corfeeebeur office. So a huge and sincere
thankyou, and stay safe everyone.

MAROONDAH HOSPITAL

Ms TERPSTRA (Eastern Metropolitgn(10:40: | rise to update the house about an amazing and
really important investment in my region, the Eastern Metitam Region. As many of you know, a
re-elected Andrews government will investidillion to rebuild Maroondah Hospital from the ground
up. This will mean that we will have a new emergency department, new operating theatres and day
procedure units, 200 neinpatient beds, a dedicated kids emergency department and a fuitose
mental health hub. This will also create 2500 local construction jobs.

AUSTIN HOSPITAL

Ms TERPSTRA: | am also really pleased to report to the house that the Austin Hospital, also in
my region, will receive funding for the redevelopment of the hospital to support the continued growth
in our northeastern suburbs. The Austin redevelopment will add up éxt2® emergency treatment
spaces, boosting capacity so more patients can be treated faster. 826 $300million will
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be invested to support an extral®Demergency patients every year, ensuring hospitals can meet the
needs of growing locabenmunities. | am really pleased to be part of a government that understands
and recognises how important our healthcare system is, and | am really pleased to report to the house
the record investment that is being made in hospitals in my region.

FELICITATI ONS

Ms TERPSTRA: Just in conclusion | want to wish everyone really well for the end of this
parliamentary term. | want to thank all of the parliamentary staff, the clerks for helping us to keep this
place ticking over and of course the wonderflilam going to leave someone out, | know, and |
apologise if | do. So | just want to thank everyone. | want to thank the President, Nazih, and also
Shaun, the former President. | want to thank, as | said, all the staff in the parliamentary precinct. | just
wantto say it has been a real privilege to be part of the parliamentary year this term. | wish everyone
well, and go Labor.

HAWTHORN FOOTBALL CL UB

Mr ATKINSON (Eastern Metropolitgn(10:42: | was most disturbed this morning to hear the
news ofwhat has been revealed at Hawthorn Football-Slnolerable behaviour. Whilst obviously
the Parliament is not in a position to direct the AFL in what they should do, there is no doubt that a
considerable amount of largesse is provided by government #Fthend other major sporting
bodies, and there is an expectation that they set a standard of behaviour that the entire community
ought to be able to look up to and appreciate as being a standard that we should all be measured by.
At the very least AlastaiClarkson ought to stand down for a period until there is a complete
investigation and the allegations that have surfaced this morning are proven or disproven. | think Fagan
in Brisbane ought to also stand aside. It is the right and proper thing toedoodttion of young
Aboriginal players was racistabsolutely an extraordinary incident of racisiut to go further and
to actually insist on the termination of a pregnancy, to be coercing young men and young women,
those Indigenous players, is just on¢ghafworst things | have ever heard in myy8@rs in this place
and beyond. It is outrageous, and people need to stand to account. The AFL is not above the law.
Clarkson might have been a great coach, but if that is the way he achieved his successrtben | d
want to be seeing that sort of success by anybody in the future.

GOVERNMENT ACHIEVEME NTS

Ms TAYLOR (Southern Metropolitgn(10:44: | was thinking about life in the upper house. It
certainly is a wild rdauagreewithshat Thereiate & lotbf late hights k ever y
and a lot of very intense conversations. Speaking for myself and my colledgie$ot want to
reflect on other people, but | will say what | can reflect on from the-hédgt very much all about
ourprogressive values, caring for the vulnerable and understanding that people go through all sorts of
phases in life; that is part of being human. It is really driving forward our progressive agenda in terms
of social and affordable housing and really aggivedy transitioning—in the best senseto a clean
energy future and the jobs that go witilso very ambitious but also to be fulfilled is our LGBTIQA+
10-year strategy, protecting the very vulnerable trans community as well. Also very bold but pecessar
reforms are our forthright and forward advancements in terms of transport, whether it be the Suburban
Rail Loop, whether it be Metro Tunnel and loarbon travel too. Millions of trees are being planted
as we speak; | am so excited about this. The seé@ins | have not even gotten to, and of course so
beautiful are the First Nations reforms and really empowering our First Nations people and progressing
towards treaty. Go Labor!

FELICITATIONS

Mr BARTON (Eastern Metropolitgn(10:46: We may not know what is going to happen as we
come to November, so | do not want to miss the opportunity to thank everyone who has given me
support. | would particularly like to thank my staff, including Norm, Emma, Kaya and Linda. | also
want to thank thelerks for their patieneebut seriously, they need to lighten up a little—kgind |
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want to say a special thankyou to the Clerk¥dung. | do wish him all the very best. He has been a
great support for the newbies. | want to particularly thank thedfieps that have been developed,
and my luncheon partners. It has been a surprise to be-ahlsttould not say it has been a surprise;
some of you are human. | just want to thank you for forming some friendships that will go beyond
November. | want to #nk all my parliamentary colleaguean interesting group of people,
challenging at times, but | think you have all got good hearts.

Ms Stitt: Mostly.

Mr BARTON : Mostly. | certainly want to thank some of the more senior politicians around here
who hae sort of given us some guidance and professional help. Thank you, thank you, thank you,
thank you and thank you. That is it. Thank you.

FELICITATIONS

Ms MAXWELL (Northern Victorid (10:47: Well, on this last sitting day of the 53#arliament
I would like to thank the residents of Northern Victoria, firstly. It has been a privilege to represent you
and to have worked closely with so many of you on issues that face our communities. We have endured
the pandemic, devastating bushfires, bordesutks and the rebuilding from the impacts of these
significant events. We are working for fair, just, safe communities, and it has been an absolute
privilege to be a voice for victims of crime whose rights are so often overlooked and are a lower
priority. | would like to thank the President and his staff, the clerks, the table office, the Parliamentary
Budget Office, the Department of Parliamentary Services, security and cateringpatditfularly the
catering staff; | would like to thank them for my exilas. | thank my team, Wendy, Jamie, Michelle,
Lynette and Joel, who have worked diligently for me and my electorate. | thaBkrkley for being
a fantastic colleague and a pleasure to work
Party.Our parliamentary advisers Karen Rourke and Olivia Nicholls, a speciaiaitdotyou two.
You have been outstanding in your dedication, commitment and support to bBtinléry and me,
and you have certainly allowed us to become better MPs. Finladiplk tmy family, because they are
my rock and they are the centre of my world. It has been an honour to contribute to our democratic
process, and | wish everyone well heading toward the next term of Parliament.

FARMING INNOVATION

Mr McINTOSH (Eastern Vitoria) (10:49: There is no doubt farming can be particularly
challenging, and this has been the case for many, many years with the weather patterns that farmers
face, but in an increasingly changing climate farmers have more and more vocatisleeythvant
the support of governmentam very proud that the Victorian government has led the nation in many
ways for farmingl was very pleased to join Minister Tierney recently at the Ellinbank SmartFarm.
There was a significant group of farmingagdodieghatattended, and | think one of the comments
that Minister Tierney made was that it is our farming peak bdfutsave led, through their farmers,
the call for action on climate change, because farmers want to be prepared to deal wihdig ch
weather and want their farms to be passed on to future generations. The work of Ellinbank farm is
fantastic from a mitigation point of viewreducing the emissions that particularly our milking cows
make—but also on adaptatipansuring that as we gmore intense weather the cows are having the
best outputsensuring profitability, enabling farmers to pass their farms onto their children and
ensuring that we have sustainability across generations of farmers.

FELICITATIONS

Mr HAYES (Southern Metroglitan) (10:51): This is not a valedictory, but | would like to take the
opportunity in my last members statement for the year to say thanks from me and from the Sustainable
Australia Party and to reflect on this term in Parliament. | think we have raised awareness of the
negative impacts of overpopulation and the impact it has had on planning, as put forward in the inquiry
into the planning system, and on the environment, as indicated in the inquiry into habitat decline. Both
of these inquiries we took a major part in. @htinately one of the major reforms we sought has gone

wi t |
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backwards, and that is planning democracy, which has deteriorated under this government. Our efforts
to bring these issues into the planning scheme have been fiercely resisted by the major parties. The
Sustainable Australia Party will continue to fight for residents in their battle against overdevelopment,
for their environment and against corruption. | would like to say thanks to the President; the clerks
Andrew, all the best; he has gone alreadycbamber staff; our state public servants; Michael Baker

and his staff on the Environment and Planning Committee; the chamber attendants; the catering staff;
my own staff, Sophie, Rowan, Candy, Paul and Mia; the hundreds, if not thousands, of our supporters
out there; and to all of you too, particularly the crossbench. When | came here, | was really surprised
to see how friendly and cooperative and respectful all of the members of this house are to each other,
and | really commend that and hope it contin@Gsd luck in the coming election.

TAYLAN MINDEMIR

Mr ERDOGAN (Southern Metropolitgn(10:53: This week marks 19ears since the passing of
my dear friendraylan Mindemirin a tragic road accidenfaylanand | had a lot in common. Both of
our parents had migrated to Australia from Turkey. Both of our parents worked at the Ford factory in
Broadmeadows. We were both raised in Melbourne’s
North Coburg United and we bathu ppor t e d B e m jist abogit.eveyileing,avighroreee d
glaring exception-I am a onesyed Collingwood supporter af@ylanwas a mad Bombers fan. |
miss Taylan’s banter before every Anzac Day cl ash
Essendon Football Club hadiedo more premiership than the mighty Pies. Taylan would go on to
complete his plumbing apprenticeship with my co&grkanand they also formed a close friendship.

Duringhis2d ear s, Tayl an’s cheerf ul per soveadfalt y, kindn

those who knew him. Taylan’'s I|ife came to an end

forgotten. Tayl aivaasMimemyemitus to hohursarid adiebrateshis life. |

pass on my sincere condolences tothemogc@aen. Tayl an’ s passing should

be careful on our roads and be mindful of the conditions this long weekend. Rest in peace, Taylan.
FELICITATIONS

Mr LIMBRICK  (South Eastern MetropolitaL0:59: | will also be reflective. For me this term
of office has been a term of firsts. Kuilty and | were the first people elected to the Victorian
Parliament on a libertarian platform, the platform of the Liberal Democrats. | was the first to organise
a proenuclear rally in Australia. | was also probably the first to arrange a meeting between bank
officials and sex workers. | was the first member to be kettled and arrested by police, and | am probably
the first member to be arrested and then interrogate ileé @trmmissioner of Police about it in the
Public Accounts and Estimates Committee. Along with Tim an@Wnming, | was the first to be
expelled from Parliament for medical privacy reasons and then to participate in parliamentary debate
from a nightclubl was also the first to argue for drug decriminalisation in front of a room full of
conservatives at thgonservative Political Action Conferereéar scarier than anything | have ever
done herel was also the only politician to witness Black Lives Madietl antlockdown protests. |
was also the only politician to witness tradies protest and the fake news that followed. | think | was
also the first to mention the great band TISMansard | was also the first member of this Parliament
to call for the réease of Julian Assange, and | am very proud to say that the Liberal Democrats was
the only political party to consistently stand up for human rights throughout the pandemic. If enough
people support the Liberal Democrats in November, then | will sedlysiyai next year.

FELICITATIONS

Ms SHING (Eastern Victoria—Minister for Water, Minister for Regional Development, Minister
for Equality) (10:59: We all work for and on behalf of the communities we represent, and we have
different ways of gaig about doing that with different priorities. But | think in the main our hearts are
all in the right place in what we choose to bring forward for consideration and the priorities which we
advance. | want to take this opportunity on the last sitting fd&jsdParliament not just to reflect upon
the contributions of those made within this chamber but also those made across the Parliament. | want
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to respect and acknowledge the work that has been put in by members from all sides of the Parliament,
crossberie, opposition and government alike, who are not recontesting for a range of reasons. | want
to acknowledge their hard work and the work that has gone in at their end to make their own
communities better.

| also want to acknowledge the work of those whdifaie these processes: the attendants, the PSOs,

the clerks and everybody who works to make sure that our committee structures and our team efforts

are duly acquitted. In particular | want to thank Hansard. {sufifgring Hansard operators are forced
totranscribe all sorts of contributions. To them I
full stops where they have been appropriate and n
Go well, everybody, this November.

FELICITATIONS

Dr CUMMING (Western Metropolitan(10:57: | am enjoying the challenge of leading the
Independence Party. The Independence Party members want a change of government. They want hope
and freedom. | want to thank all of those who have supported menesber of Parliament: my
children, my friends, community groups, sporting clubs, the local government areas and the many
people who | have met as a member of Parliament. | hope that | have actually helped you in some way.
| truly want to just say to my didren that | love them very dearly. To my mother, who is sitting in a
nursing home in Yarraville at this time, for the
|l ooked after my family, | want to say again, ‘ Mun

Also too | want to correct on the record something that | said in my maiden speech that was incorrect.

When my aunty passed away o@dtober my Aunty Shirley gave me a story about my grandfather,

who was her father. Because my father passed when | wasisold, tk story that had always been

relayed to me, which | l aid down in my maiden spg
brother. My grandfather was a bit of a larrikin in Scotland. He jumped ship in Scotland to get his

passage here to Australia, and #tory that | relayed was actually about his brother up in the Mallee.

My grandfather did have a wonderful little farm in the Mallee, but it was not exactly the same.

| also want to acknowledge the eymar anniversary of what occurred on the West Gatig®&iand

at the Shrine of Remembraresome of the most shocking things that | have seen as a Victorian. It
has been one year, and | hope that in the years to come we can actually heal from what occurred on
the West Gate Bridge as well as at the Shrineeofi@nbrance. | look forward, not back | am hoping,

to a wonderful Parliament in ti&®th Parliament.

UNCLE JACK CHARLES

Ms WATT (Northern Metropolitaj(11:00: Uncle Jack Charles was born to a nation that did not
consider him a citizen. He can® the end of his life as someone who changed the very cultural,
political, legal and social fabric of our state. The injustices for gay men in our legal system were not
known until Uncle Jack made them known to our community. Uncle Jack had a colastfashe
battled his demons, but with his leadership and strong voice he helped shape our spent convictions
legislation. But it was his truth telling for the families and descendants of the stolen generations that
rest with me. He was the first elder fmeak at the Yoorrook Justice Commission and there was his
work with the stolen generations reparations scheme. As | reflect on the man, | think back to the call
from my mum as she told me how upset she was and how she had just been yarning to him at the
Victorian Aboriginal Health Service and how she will miss seeing him on his scooter on Smith Street.
Me too, Mum, me too. To all the mob that mourn him, | join you in tears of sadness and celebration
for what our lives look like now that we have sharedtihwincle Jack. Rest now, Uncle. Rest now.

BUSHFIRE PREPAREDNESS

Ms BATH (Eastern Victorig(11:01): The Howitt Society is a group of learned people made up of
land managers, fire managers, scientists, foresters, anthropologists and historians. Yesterday |
presented a petition in this house on behalf of them, and we had two groups of people, one from the
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western side of the state and one from Mallacoota. | was pleased to do that because their message was
the most sincere and most learned. They were wanting to see in the landscape of our forest systems an
increase in lowntensity fuel reduction burrswherepossible, using traditional owners techniques

and methodologies-and that was in line with the 2009 Victorian Bushfires Royal Commission. They

too were learned people who presented that particular recommendation. But what we see from the
Andrews governmergnd what we have seen for the past eight years is a wilful neglect of our forest
systems. Fuel loads are continuing to build up to another dangerous level. We have seen shocking and
horrendous fires caused primarily by apathy in regard to intenselyirdtstolm early on but also by
enabling fuel loads to build upthey are not meeting their own already low targets. We have the
majority of decisions being made in Melbourne; they need to be made by listening to the likes of the
Howitt Society.

Motions
EMERGENCY SERVICES TELE COMMUNICATIONS AUTHO RITY
Mr DAVIS (Southern Metropolitar-Leader of the Oppositidrf11:03: | move:
That:

(1) this house notes that:

(@ theinspecteg ener al f or emergency managemefalingss report
of the 000 service conducted by the Emergency Services Telecommunications Authority (ESTA),
titted Review of Victori& Emergency Ambulance Call Answer Performaneas released
publicly on Saturday, September 2022, even though it was avaitetblee government earlier;

(b) up to 33 deaths are linked to the failings of the ESTAtakihg system during the recent crisis in
000 call taking and these incidents, as well as others, could have been prevented had timely action
been taken by the Andws Labor government;

(c) the Andrews Labor government ignored warnings from 2015 and 2016 that pointed to clear failings
in the ESTA 000 call service and clearly identified risks to the ability of ESTA to manage periods
of increased service call demandirling a need for a secure and reliable funding base;

(d) the Minister for Emergency Services, the Honourable Jaclyn Symes MLC, failed to act
immediately upon becoming aware of the failings of the ESTA service to ensure it had an
immediate injection of dficient funding and other necessary support to enable it to adequately
deliver life-saving services; and

(2) the house has consequently lost confidence in the Minister for Emergency Services.

This is a serious motion, and it relates directly to a very serious matter that the community has faced.
The review from thenispectomgeneral foremergencymanagemeris a significant piece of work and
certainly adds to our understanding, but the govenhimas known for a long time that there is a
failing ESTA service. They have known that there has not been the capacity. There were clear
indications that the earlier board was aware of the problems. The earlier board, in 2015 and 2016, did
understand thahere were serious issues. They did apply to the government for increased funding.
The issues of secure and ongoing funding have not been addressed until very recently by this
government, and the government had plenty of warning. It is clear from whag¢drasaid by the

| GEM t hat indeed the government’'s refusal to
surge capacity, did mean that investments that should have been made were not made by the
government and did mean that when the difficsiltieme forward through COV#Band it is around

the country that this happenrethe government had not put in place a service that could cope with
that surge in activity.

The government has tried to say, ‘ Ovity werere | |
foreseeable. We know from the thunderstorm asthma incident that the government was aware that
surges could occur, and advice and warnings were given to government at that time. The failure to
heed those issues and failure to put in place a pfopéing system-a secure funding system, an
adequate funding systerand the technology that is required and the personnel that are required is a
sign of failure by this government. It is a serious failure, and it almost certainly has resulted in so many

de al
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deaths. | accept that the 83rible incidents that are pointed to in the IGEM report and that have been
discussed widely elsewherend a number of cases have been referred to directly in the press across

a period—are matters for the coroner to make ultendétermination on. But it is clear that there is a
significant pattern here, and that significant pattern has not been addressed by the government. The
government ought to have taken proper action and the government ought to have put in place a proper
funding system, and the truth is of course that they have not.

We have heard question after question after question in this chamber where the minister has not been
fully forthcoming. The minister has tragsed to cov
matters, and the minister has not fully accepted responsibility for what has gone on here. It is true that

the minister is a relatively recent minister to this portfolio. It is true that she was not directly responsible

for the failings back in 2015 dr2016 and onwards. But it is also true that she did not act swiftly

enough when the warnings came through. From the minutes of the ESTA-laoardve have

certainly been through the period from July 2020 all the way through u#iprdghis year, so its a

long period of minutes that we have closely examinieds clear that the minister was receiving

reports. Both this minister and the former minister were receiving regular reports from ESTA, and

ESTA was again and again pointing to the governmensaady i n g , ‘Look, we need t
support’. It is clear that the expenditure review
the expenditure review committee did not provide the secure funding that was needed. The
government is responsibfor those decisions. Ultimately the minister in the Westminster system is

responsible and has got to carry the can for the failings of the system.

It is true that there are other government ministers that have been involved here, not least historically,
but certainly senior government ministers who made funding decisions around ESTA have got to bear
some responsibility as well. But the fact is that Minister Symes is the minister responsible for ESTA
currently, and it is clear even now that there arefgignt problems in ESTA and that the government

has not dealt with all of these issues yet. Still reports come to the opposition, and more broadly, about
the issuesiVe have made the point publicly about the terrible outcomes that have occurred for people.
The length of time is just frightening on some of these calls. Look, | could go on at length through the
IGEM report, but | am not going to because many people have read it. It says:

The current benchmark for EST#Aspeed of call answer for emergency denne is that within a calendar
month, ESTA answers §r cenof such calls within five seconds.

We have heard again and again and again about the failure to meet that benchmark. And further:

Despite... careful planning and best endeavours ESTéall anwer speed performance for emergency
ambulance.. has fallen below community and government expectations and performance benchmarks

It talks about how:

This reviewidentifies significant declines in EST&\emergency ambulance call answer times, commencing
in December 2020, with ambulance call activity increasing beyond historical highs, and emergency calls
queuing for completely unacceptable lengths of-##h8 minutes, 15 minutes, and longer.

This I think is important to get on the record. | urge peopteltifey have not read the |
they should. He said:

| identified 40 potential adverse events during the periddcember 2020 and 31ay 2022... associated
with call answer delays, agency command and control decisions, and/or ambulance ressuesng
Tragically, 33 of these patients did not survive their emergencies.

Those families, those people, deserve proper answers. They deserve openness and they deserve much
more transparency. The government hid this report for a period. Why did th#hat?oThe
government has been very reluctant to be transparent on these matters. He goes on to say:

ESTA missed opportunities to recruit and deploy additional emergency ambularte&erallduring the
pandemic, particularly in 2020. This was for sevezasons, one of which is related to the existing funding
model to which ESTA is subject
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Another reason for shortfalls in ctdikersrelated tahe need to furlough.

That is entirely predictable in a pandemic. Every state confronted this, but the akierior call
performance was not as severe in any other state as it was in Victoria. Victoria again is the standout as
the failure state, the state that is incompetent in running these matters. It is not Victoria; it is actually
the Victorian governmentbat is responsible and the minister who is ultimately responsible. The report
says:

Despite liaison with counterparts interstate and overseas, and extensive planning §&®fnance,
existing links within the Victorian emergency management sectoryadoh§ model revealed shortcomings
in its ability to rapidly scaleip its response.

The warnings were there in 2015. The warnings were there in 2016. The warnings and the requests
from ESTA for a secure funding model, for additional funding, for upgrat$oa additional staff

were all there again and again. The set of minutes is replete. You can actually feel the tension. You
can actually feel the concern of people as the board and the people at ESTA were in vain calling for
additional resources. There a desperation in those minutes, and that is not something | say often
about a set of minutes from an authority. You can actually feel the tension. You can feel the fact that
they know they need that funding, and they are not getting it. They are img thedtsecurity. They

cannot do the investments they need to do, and they know that it puts the organisation at huge risk and
consequently puts the public at huge-+igleople at risk, families at risk.

Call takers are trying to do their best, but wherctils come from members of the public with a sick
family member the support is not there. They are not able to get through, the outcome is not
satisfactory. | say the government has got to actually make sure that this is dealt with. We have actually
got b have a system where this is dealt with.

The issue of hangps is again replete through that report. The minister yesterday would not answer

the question: how many hangs were recorded in the period ta8be for the year, and how many

hangups were reorded for four financial years? | think we are entitled to know these sorts of basic
figures, and | think the go vuandinenacteptableflthinkl ur e t o
the minister has to answer for these points. So this motiotuillst a very difficult motion and a very

important motionlt lays out in its first part the facts of the report. It lays out thdea@hs that the

IGEM report identifies. It makes the point that in 2015 and 2016 the service issues were identified.

The government knew, and it failed to act. That is culpability by this government. It is a culpable
government. It is a government that is responsible for these bad outcomes. It is a government that
through its failure to act, despite warnings, has exposeatidamnd members of the public here to
enormous ri sk. People, frankly, have died becaus
failure to take the actions that were required at an early point.

The minister did not act quickly enough when she toecaware of these matters. Again, the minutes

are quite clear about the time cycles, the funding requests and the requests for urgent increases in staff
and that these were not met quickly enough. Then as the pandemic hit, as it did in every state, in ever
area of the country and elsewhere around the world, those other states, New South Wales in particular,
managed it more effectively than Victoria. The failure here is due to thédondailure but also the

failure to act quickly in the early periodstbé pandemic and beyond. | am still not confident that the
government has found a solution on this, and | think the minister actually should do the honourable
thing and step aside. What she has done here is not manage this process properly.

| accept thathe government has now put additional moneyamd we have identified holes in that
money; my colleagues will have more to say about that. But we accept that the minister has put more
money in now belatedly, after the horse has bolted, as it were, arti@ftzrible and tragic incidents

have occurred. So, yes, new money has gone in, but there are holes in that program. We have identified
those and indicated that we will deal with those if elected in November.
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But the fact is that at this point the gaveent has not provided satisfactory explanations for its
failures. It has not been honest; it has tried to cover up these+epndghe government could have

tabled this. The minutes make it clear that the board expected this report to be providedTihatun

is what the minutes show. So | say the government has not been transparent, has not been honest and
has not dealt with what is a very, very serious community situation. | urge the chamber to support the
motion.

Ms SHING (Eastern Victoria—Minister for Water, Minister for Regional Development, Minister
for Equality) (11:17: This is a motion that goes to the heart of some exceptionally tragic and traumatic
subject matter, and | want to begin my contribution by noting the very, very helemaant of the
subject matter we are dealing with today. This is something which Minister Symes, the Minister for
Health, the Minister for Police and indeed the Premier have been very, very clearthbbnbbody
is walking away from the impact of the jgsmic and the consequences of a global health crisis that
pushed all of our systems to their limits.

To that end | want to echo the condolences that colleagues of mine have made and indeed that people
have made across the Parliament at the loss and éifi¢hgti people are feeling and continue to feel
following the worst of the pandemic and the waves that we have experienced. | also want to place the
context for these events within the circumstances of the pandemic and the fact that comparing Victoria
with other states is a difficult exercise, as much as anything because here in Victoria we had a range
of circumstances that necessitated and indeed demanded an appropriate response, which limited
certain opportunities, freedoms and | suppose engagementsofale within a range of different
contexts. This also necessitated a range of frameworks for isolation, for restrictions and indeed for
furloughing. That was a large contributing factor to the challenges within ESTA and its workforce
availability during tle pandemic.

But when | turn my mind to the motion itself, | want to really indicate the importance of being very

careful in the course of this particular debateoMrvi s’ s moti on. I n the first
general for emergency managemengM, Tony Pearce, is not empowerednd he has confirmed

in his report that he is not empoweretd investigate or indeed to make any findings or determinations

relating to the cause of death of thepg®ple who MiDavis has identified. When we talk abdus t

loss of life it is vital that the coroner is in a position to undertake this work by reference to that particular

position and indeed in a position to do so without the input of the Parliament or indeed the executive.

The judicial arm of government neetb be able to reach into these matters and to make decisions

about them which are free from any political interference.

When | turn my mind to the motion itself, | note that there have been a range of matters contemplated
in the face of the global pandenthat have necessitated additional funding and that have necessitated
additional workforce development and, as Dawis points out, additional funding. In the first
instance, the $27 fillion was announced by the Minister for Emergency Services witbaksvof

the advice being returned from the IGEM, on top of thatridlibn package, including those 43I -

time equivalent staff which were facilitated within the 2021 budget. There was further funding
provided in March, and that then was followed wi$8&83million package in the 20223 budget to

employ 40thew staff.

Following on from a systemone of many systemsunder extraordinary pressure, as SO many
systems were and have been in the course of the pandemic, the recovery of target times ig somethin
which is important to note. The extraordinary work of ESTA call takers is not ever to be
underestimated. The cost involved in being a call taker for ESTA for those workers is often enormous.
The Minister for Emergency Services has detailed in this heusenber of times in response to
guestions from those opposite the experiences that she has witnessed when sitting-takimgcall
environments, and | note that in that regard the work of this particular workforce is a continuing
priority for this goverment.
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When we look at the recovery in terms of targets and meeting targets, the targe¢iot&® has
actually been exceeded for Augughat is now 92.®er cent. And whilst it does not fix what has
happened, we are in a position now to build uporvibet and to continue those improvements over

time. The Inspecteteneral for Emergency Management has also noted in his report that his findings
and recommendations are framed with the benefit of hindsight. The benefit of hindsight is something
which shold guide us and indeed should guide everyone in this Parliament to continuous
improvement. This is something which actually goes back a number of decades, following the sale of
emergency services management processes to Intergraph and indeed the mhgoinynaission by

Lex Lasry into the failures of that system as it existed then. There have been so many discussions over
so many decades involving criticism of the funding models but also involving the way in which
systems like this have been set up angbsded over time. ESTA has sought and indeed received
funding commensurate with its requests in the past. We now have a funding envelope which stands to
recognise the ongoing needs of ESTA and of emergency management response.

| pick up on one of MD a vs peints made earlier about thunderstorm asthma being a salutary
reminder of the system, to paraphrase hi m,
an event which lasted a number of hours. That is not to say that it was not an excefglioma tte
system, but to compare that with the pandemic, an environment of extraordinary pressure over more
than 12months, is to ignore the need to be refined and to commit to continuous improvement of our
system in a way that acknowledges that wherdawe been in recent years is a very far cry from
where we thought we would everb#hat in fact the report into thunderstorm asthma did not identify

any need for a changed funding model or indeed for additional funding, that yes, we have work to do
and yes, we need to lean into that improvement but that significant steps have been taken and are being
taken to address these issues.

not

I commend Minister Symes. Again, as Blavis has indicated, in the relatively short period of time

that she has had this pofifoshe has worked really assiduously to deliver funding that goes directly

to addressing the issues that those opposite have talked about and have raised on numerous occasions
in question time and in other mechanisms available to the house. Leaniriisndi€ficult work is
something which we have never turned away from, and we need to continue that work. This work also
needs to be done in a way that respects the role of the coroner, in a way that recognises the ongoing
work to fund and to support emergy services, telephony and assistance and also which engages
with opportunities for growth and lortgrm improvement to meet the challenges that we now know

are going to become more familiar in our landscape of public health than we ever imaginediithey wo

A global pandemic has pushed everyone around the world to theiitoitsur limits—and we have

the opportunity now to improve. We have the opportunity to continue to build upon an exidsade
approach to policy and to funding. That is exactlytweare doing and exactly what we will continue

to do. The government opposes this motion.

Mr BOURMAN (Eastern Victoria(11:28: This is a very serious motion about a very serious
issue. That there have been failings is probably not up, rfegliyebate. | think some of the things |
hear a lot abodt-and | give my condolences to the people whose family members or friends may have
died due to these thingsare the failings of the government, the failings of management and all this,
but I do not hink enough has been said positively about the people that work there. Now, | have
managed to train myself out of saying
| think everyone was getting sick of it. But in this case | alsowdikk for Intergraph after | left the
police force, doing call taking and then dispatching, so | had an interesting perspective of basically
going from an end user to a provider of the system within a matter of months.

| am going to make some comments dliba nature of the call takers and the dispatchers. | think
people need to know how these people are the backbone of making any system work like this. When
| was using the radio as a police officer, it was fairly straightforward. | remember | used to get
frustrated at delaysand most of my perspective will be from the pelieand this and that, but you

got used to it. But then one day | left the force and | ended up working at Intergraph and | started doing

when | wor
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the call takingFor me a large part of the calking was quite easy because | knew the way the police
force worked. But then came the actual use of the system and things like that, and it started to occur to
me that sometimes delays were quite understandable, because all of a sudden it was somaone made
call, someone took the call and someone did something with it. | remember clearly one weekday that
at about 6.0pm the traffic lights at the intersection of Centre Road, Springvale Road and Police Road
all went out, and | swear we had hundreds of gallscouple of minutes. Of course everyone in the

cars did not know what everyone else in the other cars was doing, but all of a sudden the whole system

became bogged down, and when | say ‘became boggec
sudde our answering times went from a number of seconds to minutes. | thimluts was the

l ongest one just trying to clear the backlog. Frc
was one call: *“ Oh yeah, maybetheygardnipdae thatithgreltad have g

been a few more, but at the other end there was a whole system toiling under a massive strain, in the
end just trying to get that one job out.

It became even more apparent how difficult that was when | becameatcliisp Obviously you

answer a phone call one call at a time, but as a dispatcher all the jobs would come up. You would be
sitting there, | will not say swinging in your chair, but there would be jobs here and jobs there. Then
all of a sudden it was likeraceipt at a supermarket. It would just go chug, chug, chug, chug and jobs
would come out. You had to read them all and try to figure out what they~megege some jobs, do

this, do that—and that all took time. Whilst most of my experience was ofonitinal stuff, there were

some things. Where this is going is that the people that take these calls are very underappreciated. The
people who do the dispatching are extremely underappreciated. Even the online supervisors have a
critical job to do to get ridfcsome of the dead weighisome of the jobs are really not police jobs.

They also have an oversight capacity. To a degree, as | said, there is justification for what is going on
at a higher level. | guess | am one of the few people that has seen it friooti¢e up and the top

down. Not enough appreciation has been given to the ESTA call takers. There was also the 000 facility
of course before that, because what is not said enough is that when you call 000 it goes to a Telstra
operator who will then senttb ESTA, and they will route it to the right area and so on.

| have had a little bit of, | will call it, insight into what happens on the ambulance side of things as my
wife was an ambulance dispatcher for Intergraph. In fact she was there basicatheftone they

went live—a little bit before that. Some of the calls she took and some of the dispatching she did
surpassed anything | did. She talked to a truck driver whilst he was on the phone, trapped in his truck
and dying. She talked with him all timay through until he died. These are the things that haunt people
for the rest of their lives. That was just one incident. The nature of these things is that life is not pretty,
life is not Disneyland; life is actually quite cruel and grotty. | do noktehough is said in appreciation

of these people in the emergency servieem the 000 call taker, the ESTA call taker and the
dispatcher to the emergency services unit going out sometimes to a justice facility, sometimes to a
hospital, sometimes to a ngoie.

To digress a little bit, | did hear the royal commission into the Intergraph contracts mentioned. | will
not call it an honour, but | actually sat in on a day ofthhe sole time | have ever sat in at a royal
commission. It was interesting. Sadligto not think they ever really got to the bottom of it, but that
was 200dd years ago. At the risk of rambling on, | am just going to finish up by saying that | really
want the people that work in these places to know that they are appreciated,ighadttdbout them

and that the work they do is critical. | know some of them will be haunted for the rest of their lives by
some of the calls they take. | thank them for doing it.

Mr MELHEM (Western Metropolitan(11:39: | also rise to speak ame motion moved by
Mr Davis. | start by saying that when [avis was the Minister for Health the first thing he did was
declare war on the emergency services, and the damage he caused as a result of that is shameful. He
is coming here to lecture us abdww this government is dealing with the health system and
emergency services, yet from when he was the minister, we are still feeling the damage today.
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ljustwanttoechoMBour man’s contribution in relation to ES
words and appreciation for the great work ESTA workers are doing on our behalf. They do a first

class job. They have been under a lot of pressar®rmous pressure in faefor 2%4years. Let us

not forget that we have gone through a pandemic the likes of wectvorld had not seen in

100years. Every industry, every sector and everyone is struggling to cope. There are worker shocks

and shortages, people are not well and people with COVID infections. People forget that.

If the opposition are fair dinkum abduging to address these thirgéthink there are areas we go to

war over—there are areas where we could work together to address them, instead of playing politics
with the people who have lost their lives. We are not sure whether they lost their livesetibea

calls were not taken on time, and that is a matter for the coroner to investigate. Yes, | wetadddike

we should have and all strive fea firstclass emergency services system. People should be able to
take calls within Seconds. It is my undelanding that ESTA are now back on top of it and are
answering over 9fer cent of these calls withinsBconds and ambulances are being dispatched. But
playing politics, | think, is a bit grubby, trying to say people lost their lives. Maybe that isthend

the coroner will address that issue. | want to join the Premier and the government in saying my
thoughts are with the families of the ones who actually lost theiHivesdo not know whether it

was because the ambulances were not there or-timeour thoughts are with them. We do not want

to see that happening. We are living in aditass, First World country, and we want to make sure

we have got First World best practice in our response system, whether that is taking the calls on time
or whetter it is being able to dispatch an ambulance or a fire truck or police to attend to look after our
people.

Yes, from time to time we fail people. From time to time we do not achieve the result we expect to
achieve. | go back. Yes, Victorians are entitted firstclass service that makes sure we adhere to a
good response in accordance with the procedures in place. Improvements needed to be made to the
ESTA service, and the minister, particularly Minister Symksnean MrDavis is standing here

blaming Minster Symes and wanting her to stand aside. She has been in the joméoti® and

she has responded every time there has been an issue raised and financial support and resources are
required—every single time. | mean, fair dinkum, come on. His mosidalking about 2015 and 2016

reports, but MSymes was not even in the house then, | do notthimkvas she? Yes, she was, but

she was not the minister. For me, | do not think2Mvis is genuine about anything he does. He just

tries to throw mud everyvete. In his contribution he talked about how he welcomed the financial
support that was given to ESTA but how that financial package has got holes in it. He could not identify
the holes, but he said that there are holes in that funding and went on abgademment being
dishonestThere have been various reviews in relation to ESTA. AShisg talked about, we can

go back to why ESTA is the way it is today: it was privatised by the former Kennett government.

Hindsight is always a wonderful thing, buewmave got an issue we need to deal with, and we are
dealing with it. If anyone can deal with this issue, it is this government, particularly when it comes to
health and particularly when it is supporting our emergency servbesugh the darkest period o

2020, 2021 and 2022, and we still have not recovered from that. A lot of people died as a result of the
COVID situation, and unfortunately more people will. I do not think any politicians want to see any
of that. We do not want to lose anyone.

We have implemented a lot of measures; all the recommendations of the various reviews either have
been implemented or are in the process of being fully implemented. The financial support has been
given to make sure we meet these requirements. We are recruitinigfigmesare training new staff,

we are working through all the various industrial instruments to make sure we have got enough
resources being put into the system. To me, we are doing this for two reasons. We do not want any
lives lost in Victoria going favard due to the system not coping well or being unable to respond on
time, whether it is dispatching an ambulance to take care of sick people, the police being able to attend
a crisis situation or firies being able to attend a fire to put it out. Weoarg elverything possible to

make sure we are able to achieve these targets. The other one, wBmtrivian talked about, is that
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we need to take the pressure, the enormous pressure, off our emergency services personnel, starting
with the ESTA workers.

Jug put yourself, for a moment, in their shoes. If they are not able to take the call vattorils

they take responsibility, and they feel responsible for it. They should not, because they know they are
all hardworking people; they want to do their vieegt to make sure they answer that callseénds.

When they do not meet that target they do not need to be lectureddawvidior me or anyone else.

They know they have not done the job, but not because of a lack of trying. Yes, they are under
€enormos pressure.

Yesterday MiDavis talked about answering questions about how many calls were not answered. The

mi ni ster responded that, *‘Well, with some of thes
and all t he n ubDabisswarts to aake thet nhinester @ccauntalle for-that even

ESTA workers. He would not have the balls to actually say ESTA workers are not answering these

calls, but I tell you what, given half a chance he would probably think it.

| think enough is enough abouaying politics with this. We ought to support ESTA workers. We

ought to make sure we give them all the necessary resources they need, which | think this government

has done, to make sure they can do their job, to make sure they are able to achie3@@ehiggnt

response within the $econds, to make sure there are enough paramedics able to be dispatched to

attend to sick Victorians should they need an ambulance, to make sure that fire trucks can actually be
dispatched to a fire and to make sure olicedorce is able to be dispatched to attend and make sure

Victorians live in secure environments. So, yes, we are all committed to achieving the best possible
outcome and to achieving world' s best-beptractice.
practice; we want to be the best in the world. That is what we need to be.

| believe we have learned from previous experier@3per cent contributedby the COVID
situatior—and now hopefully with these investments by the government and recruitment of new
personnel we should be able to achieve these targets and make sure we are able to respond in a timely
manner to Victorians when they need us most. | will finish off in the las¢&hds by saying | think

it is time maybe the opposition stopped playingitios] got on board and put in place some
constructive ideas about how we can fix this instead of just simply playing politics.

Ms CROZIER (Southern Metropolitgn(11:453: | am very pleased to rise and support/a v i s’ s
motion, because the cdrasiness of any government is to ensure truth and transparency and to keep
their citizens safe. We have not seen that with this government. In fact we have seen the opposite. We
have seen a lot of spin, cougus and lies, quite frankly. | have just ligdnto MrMelhem in his
contribution, and he was blaming something that happened in the last century under a former Liberal
government. That is a good try, Mielhem, but the facts are that Labor have been in power in this
state for 19 of the past 3@arsThat is a fact: 19 of the past §8ars. This health crisis, which 000 is
a part of, has been happening for many years, and | want to speak to that point. But what we know is
that while Labor has been in power over the last eight years it has descémdedas, and tragically
too many Victorians have lost their lives.

In the general health system, the acute healthcare system, the Productivity Commission highlighted in

2019 that we were the worst funded, we had the worst response times in emergetog okspand

we were not keeping pace with other states. That is not to do with this issue, | acknowledge, but the

point is that system was under stress before COVID. What we know with the 000 system is that it was

under enormous stress prior to COVID aslveaid we know that through tlrespectorgeneral for

emergency managemens r eport . I't is just stunning to thin
blame this on this side for pointing out the failures. There ax&c3drians that we know of that have

died because they could not get through to 000.

I have asked many questions in this house of the minister. | have asked in relatiaieMdwards
from Swan Hill, whose father was found dead on the front lawn after their family could not get through
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to 000. All he really wanted was acknowledgement from the government. The first he heard from the
minister’s office was on the day the 000 report w
Victorians who have suffered so much is just appallimgrit to point out again that it is not only us

saying that, it is others saying that. Brett Adie, from the Ambulance Employees Australia Victorian

branch, said:

Staffing levels at ESTA were not even keeping up witHGréid demand, so what hope dittorians have
that resourcing was adequate to cover Covid?

We know that the government did not prepare through the two years that we went into lockdown after
lockdowr—000 is part of our health system and should have been part of that preparatiovayet it
not done.

| have got a letter from M¥letcher, who is the former minister for communications, and | have raised
this in the Parliament as well on many occasions. He wrote to the minister back in October of last year,
and | will read this letter:

Telst a has advised me that there have been significant
Telecommunications AuthoritESTA) accepting the transfer of Triple Zero
operators. The delays are most acute for calls requestinglance services.

The ESTA call answer times are impacting Telstra’s abil]
to transfer calls to ESTA are wutilising most of Telstra

He went on to say in a further letter to the minister thaet@ent of those Telstra staff were taken up

to deal with Victoria' s emergency assistance. The
the government did not do anything until this year. They said they were puttingtaff48Vell, we

knowthat they came in sometime this year, but they did not do the preparation. Again | say it has been

well known that there were just so many issues before COVID. In that further letter, in December,

from Mr Fletcher to MSSymes, as | mentioned, Mtetchersaid:

Managing the Victorian queue consistently occupies approximatplyed® cent of Tel stra’s nati on
attimesupto5per cent of Telstra’s national staff.

That is putting stress on other states. There were huge impacts for the totalagésment of 000

and the underinvestment, and we know that fromthe inspgaton e r al f or emer gency mal
| GEM' s, report, which said that. That goes back
highlighted back in 2015. But they did not do dnyg about it. In fact they sacked the person that
actually brought it to the government’'s attentio
disingenuous and again just pathetic that government MPs will stand up and blame our government

from last entury—23 years age-for the failures that have occurred in recent years. No, you have had

plenty of time to put in money and to put in the resources around the comidatkdispatch system

particularly. We know that the inspectgeneral for emergency mea g e ment ' s report has
those 33/ictorian deaths were attributed to the 000 failures, so we know IGEM has identified this and

we know that there were warnings way back before COVID.

With the storm asthma event in 2016, the government was waroatithb ability then. The IT

system, which needs so much work done on it, has been ignored. What the government is doing is
saying, ‘' We'gteafpfutdverg ficmurdOyWears’ . Well, we know
80 staff every year. Theyraleaving through the door in droves, and that is no reflection on them. To

say that we are reflecting on those workers is quite wrong. They have been put under this incredible

stress because of the failures of government, because the IT systems ranglats, ibecause the

investment has not been put in place. That is the problem here, and | am a bit sick of the government

trying to spin their way out of the monumental failures that have occurred over the lgesdrgys

Whether it is the failures in hotguarantine that led to the 8@&aths, whether it is the 38ctorians

that we know about that have lost their lives because they cannot get through to 000 or, as we have

found out today, whether it is the seven children in the last few months whoiédwe emergency
departments, the government is ignoring the senio
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There are just systemic failures by this government. There are a litany of examples where they
continuously failed to provide what should have been there. Let usrgetf@nd | will talk about

this—that we went into lockdown after lockdown because the government said they were preparing
our health system. Well, they did not. They did not do what they needed to do. They did not provide
the surge capacity. They shut dowlactive surgery. Of course people are going to get sicker. Of
course there is going to be greater demand on emergency services, including 000, the ambulance
services and emergency departments, when people are getting sicker because they cannot be seen by
their surgeons. They cannot be seen as outpatients. They cannot be seen for thej fidlencancer

treatment. They cannot be seen to have the surgery that they need. There are a litany of examples and
there are a litany of failures by this governinen

We have said on this side of the heudke Liberals and Nationals have saithat we will invest in

these emergency services. It is critical we get it right. That is why we are saying we are shelving the
Cheltenham to Box Hill rail track. We are goingptat that money that the government is going to

spend on that into fixing this system, and that includes the IT systems, because they have had years to

do it. Eight years you have been in power, and to blame our government figgar@3go is

completely pthetic, because you have been in power 19 of the pgstB3 These ongoing excuses,

thisblame—- f it was such a big deal, then why didn’t
power in this state. You ignored the issues with the storm asthm#gntwed fixing the system when

we were in lockdown. As a result far too many Victorians have died. | say enough is enough. | say to

every Victorian: you have got a clear choice in November. You can vote for more of this, more of the
coverup and the crosism that has gone on around these agencies that keep continuing to cover up,

more of the spin, the blame, the deflection and the lack of investment, or you can vote for a real change,
because by God this state needs it. We do not need any more ofghssewt covenps, and | say
supportMavi s’'s motion because somebody has got to b

Ms TERPSTRA (Eastern Metropolitgn(11:59: | rise to speak on Mr Davismotion in regard
to ESTA, and Mwill reflect onMs S h i reayliercontribution that when we speak alibeimatters
contained in MiDavis motion we need to recognise that there are incredible sensitivities around this
matter | want to extend my condolences and deepest sympath@sitie$ who have lost loved ones
in regard to some of the issues that have been canvassed in this motion. | motestieis in the
house right now as we head into question tiamel | will be pulled up shortlyecause the clock will
beat me | want tosay at the outset that Minister Symes has gone to great lengths in this chamber to
respond in great detad the questions that have been put in this house regarding the ESTA call takers.

| also want to note MBourmans contribution, and | think MBourman is spebn when he talks
about the incredible work of our ESTA call takers. Being a call taker in an emergencysservice
environment would be an incredibly challenging environment, lawdnt to thank all of those
emergency services call takers who wimkESTA. They do an incredible job under very difficult
circumstancesand i is really important in thee sorts of debatethatthose people know that this
government supports the work that they\t#e are proud of the work that they,@md we recognés

how incredibly valuable they are to our emergency services system and framework.

It is very disappointing that the deb#tatis conducted in herand particularly the contributigrirom
those opposités always about undermining the confidence thapfe might havim our services and
certainly attacking the workers who are in those emergency servikmesw Minister Symeshas
touched on this beforewe see the tragic circumstances where people have died continually used by
those oppositdinking blame tocallsnot being taken and the likend ve know that theninister has
gone to great lengths to explain the variety of circumstances in which those things have h@ippened.
only person who can determine a cause of death is actually the cAmgaigyit does not mattdrow
many times we on the government bend@sthat, thoseppositecontinue to use tragic deaths in
this way as a political pointscoring exercise argfamilies who have lost loved ones in this way.
Shame on those oppositecaiseagain it does not matter how matiynes wesayit and it does not
matter how many times the facts are actually pointed out to them, we see those oppiisitelly
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trying to repaint history in terms that suit thezontinually looking for relevancand using tragic
circumstances to do it is really disgusting. It is really totally and utterly disgustifig think that

anyone in Victoria might actually consider those opposite as an alternative goveonamsidering
the way that they went to waiittvour ambulance servicgheywent to war with our nurses atitey

are now going tavar with ourESTA call takers. Again, their stripes do not chaagel everybody
knows it. Thé stripes are very well on display, and we know that we can expect much,more
of the same from those oppositecause they have no credibility when it comes to elitbalth

funding or the funding that is required to continue to support our emergency call takers.

Again | want to reiterate for those ESTA call takers whdkvimour emergency services call areas

that this government, the Andrews Labor government, absolutely supports them and acknowledges
the very important workhatthey do. As | said, it is a disgratteat allthose opposite want o is

attack workers. Lik | saidwe knowwhatthar history is We know what theipattern isThey went

to war with amboshiey went to war with nursethey cut billionsand billionsout of our health sector

and therthey saythatwe have got no credibility. Honestly, 4omeis listening to that or believing

them whatsoever.

Business interrupted pursuant toorder of Council of 20 September

Questions without notice and ministers statements
VICTORIA POLICE FORE NSIC SERVICES

Ms CROZIER (Southern Metropolitgn(12:00: My question is for the Attornegeneral.
Minister, last week the ABC reported the case of Grace Stewart, who was allegedly raped in January
2020. Following this traumatic assault Bewart was forced to endurel3urs in the soiled clothing
she was waring at the time of the attack because no forensic doctors were availabtewds was
unable to change clothes or have a shower and had to travel across Melbourne before she could have
a medical examination the next day. This was not an isolated-tasdreds of victims have been let
down by a forensic medicine system in crisis. Minister, how is it acceptable that victims of sexual
assault are left waiting for many hours in soiled and bloodied clothing before they can see a forensic
doctor?

Ms SYMES (Northern Victoria—Leader of the Government, Attorn@gneral, Minister for
Emergency Servicg$12:01): | thank MsCrozier for her question. The case involving $tewart is
extremely distressing and something that no victim of crime should be subjected to, absolutely.
Survivors of violence should always have our support. We should always have systews io pla
protect them, and | acknowledge the pain of survivors and the duty that we have to ensure that we do
not exacerbate any of their experiences. Our system should be designed so that there is no
retraumatisation et cetera. Not only in the first instarficke right support, | want to ensure that our
system is best placed to support victims throughout a process that involves anything in relation to the
criminal justice system, whether it is in relation to seeking justice, treatment or ongoing supglort, wh
we know is also important for people’s recovery.
we deal with sexual offending, including recent legislative reform that received very good support in
this chamber in relation to better protections fotim-survivors of sexual offences.

We certainly know that there is more to be done in relation to the Victorian Institute of Forensic
Medicine and the important role that they play. Some figures that would be relevant to the house: the
recent Victoria budet allocated $46.8illion over four years and $3rillion ongoing to support

victims of sexual violence and harm. This includes $&8ll&n to Forensic Justice Services, which

is the service that responds to victims, particularly at the time stediighbffences when people are
coming forward to report them. That investment is to improve the services for these victims, including
supporting VIFM to continue to deliver the essential clinical forensic medics and services that we want
to be available me quickly and more often, and | have certainly sought advice from the department
about what we can do to ensure that for any gaps that are in the system, particularly as have been
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identified throughMSt ewart’' s case, i f t hnemiemmedi@etamthathi ng mor
is something we should do.

Obviously when it comes to this area of the criminal justice response there is a medical component,
s0 it is a conversation that | also want to have with the health department and the Minister for Health
in relation to ensuring that we have adequate services and the right people. There are doctors that are
on hand, that are on call. They do the logistics work in relation to making sure that victims of crime
can be supported and have the forensic examintitat is needed for the gathering of evidence. This

is an uncomfortable, necessary process, and we want it done in the best, most sensitive way. | think
there is also a role for nurses in relation to this service as well, and the system is sometrang that
interested in continuing to look-athe options going forward.

Ms CROZIER (Southern Metropolitar{12:04: Thank you for your response, Minister, but | note
that you did not actually respond to how it is acceptable that this victinvaiting for so long.
However, in relation to my second question, in response to the story you said you acknowledged:

the pain of survivors and the duty we have to ensure

We know there’s more t owokeithdidimsurvieors dnd exgertswoiensuire cont i nue t o
the system is delivering the services that are needed.

You have just acknowledged that, and | thank you for that. My question is, and you just said you want

to identify gaps: in terms of the experts thattatiing about this, the medical, forensic doctors are

saying that it should be a hedfitst approach-what is the advice you are getting from the health
minister? Why haven’t yeu put it under the health

A member. How many questions?

Ms CROZIER: The question is: why haven’'t you put it u
listening to these health expertthe medical, forensic doctors who have been calling out for this?

Ms SYMES (Northern Victoria—Leader of the Government, Attorn&eneral,Minister for
Emergency Servicg$12:05: Ms Crozier, | went to these issues. | explained that the criminal justice
response in relation to sexual offending involves the gathering of evidence which involves really
invasive gathering of evidence foctims. We want to make it as sensitive and appropriate as possible,
which is why doctors are involved in relation to this. My answer to your substantive question went to
the exact point that you have raised. | want to make sure that we are involvingotiors and nurses
in relation to this important work, and those conversations are underway.

The PRESIDENT: Before | call DrCumming, | would like to acknowledge that in the gallery we
have a former member of this house,&#orge Cox. Welcome.

COVID-19

Dr CUMMING (Western Metropolitan(12:06: My question is for the Minister for Health in the
other place. What is the minister going to do to reverse the wrong and harmful health messaging and
bring the community back together? Members of Parliament met with Prafagddinattacharyan
Monday. Heis a professor from Stanford University and he explained the Denmark government is
spending a lot of money at this time to reverse some of the damaging propaganda messaging that was
wrong during the pandemic. Thetmgsessaghegghbdpur FTak
on all their bus stops. | am wanting to know: what is the health minister going to do to reverse some
of the wrong messages so that we can spend Christmas together and we can remove the masks that are
not working?

Ms SYMES (Northern Victoria—Leader of the Government, Attorn@eneral, Minister for
Emergency Servicg$12:07): | will pass the question on to the Minister for Health.
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Dr CUMMING (Western Metropolitan(12:09:1 | ook f or war d t.oVhéenhe mi ni st
will the minister remove all the mandate requirements so all health workers can go back to work? It
would seem that there are mixed messages at this particular time, and it is only the health minister that
can reverse those messages, so hopefuihicammunity will have a Christmas together not as a
divided the community-the vaccinated and the unvaccinated. What is this government going to do
to reverse the wrong health messages that they put in place to put fear into our community so that it
can spad Christmas together?

Mr Gepp: On a point of order, President, | think | heardjli@stions in that 43econds. None of
them made sense, by the way, but there were at legsie$8ons. The member would have been
better off asking for a plane ticketar to Denmark.

The PRESIDENT: Dr Cumming, have you finished your question?

Dr CUMMING : | would like you to rule on the point of order. | take great offence abéfip,
and | would like him to withdraw his remarks.

The PRESIDENT: | do not know what you are referring to, Dumming. | did not hear any
remarks that were insulting you. Can you please outline them.

Dr CUMMING : | take great offence that he, I@epp, said that none of my questions made sense.
He was disparaging.

Menbers interjecting.

The PRESIDENT: Order! All done? | think what MGepp said is within parliamentary guidelines,
so | do not think | should ask him to withdraw anythingdbmming, | know you are asking your
supplementary question, but you are mixing thany questions into one question. | ask you to finish
your supplementary, please.

Dr CUMMING : Will the minister actually answer any of the questions that | have put to this
Parliament, and where is the logic of why this health minister is continitimghe mandates?

Ms Pulford: On a point of order, President, | think it will be very difficult for the minister
representing the health minister to work out which of those questions is the question that we are
seeking an answer to, and | thinkQumning very much ignored your counsel to stick to the standing
orders and come up with just one question.

The PRESIDENT: Thank you, but I will leave that to the minister.

Ms SYMES (Northern Victoria—Leader of the Government, Attorn@general, Minister for
Emergency Servicg$12:10: Dr Cumming, your views on these matters are well known, and | am
sure that the Minister for Health will be able to provide you some information on the questions that
you have raised.

MINISTERS STATEMENTS : LGBTIQ+ EQUALI TY

Ms SHING (Eastern Victoria—Minister for Water, Minister for Regional Development, Minister
for Equality) (12:11): It has been a Parliament of not only equity and diversity but also division and
trauma, and in this regard | rise to updatehthse on the work that the Andrews government has
done to ensure that equality across the state is not negotiable. It has been an effort that will continue
into the future to make sure that everybody across our LGBTIQ+ communities in Victoria has the
supprt, the dignity, the recognition, the visibility and indeed the celebration that-thay we—
deserve.

To that end we are proud to lead the way with LGBTIQ+ equality and to build a state where indeed
all Victorians feel safe, feel recognised and indeetlifeluded, and we are making sure that that is
matched with dollars. We have invested $2iillon into the firstever LGBTIQ+ strategy. This is a
10-year pathway to reform. It includes pride of place, it includes better access to services and it
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includes an opportunity to have data collected and information gathered which tells the tra@story
correct and accurate picture of where and how LGBTIQ+ people experience discrimination,
harassment, vilification, isolation, sélrm and, in too many tragicoimstances, suicide. We have
come a long way and we have been proud to deliver that progress, but there is still more work to be
done.

To every member of our LGBTIQ+ communities across Victoria, | say: we stand with you, we see
you and we are so proud wbu. In particular to the trans and gend&erse young people across
Victoria, please know that there are better voices than the vocal and horrible minority that you may
hear all too often. We are with you, and the work goes on.

COVID-19

Mr LIMBRICK (South Eastern MetropolitaiLl2:13: My question is to the Attorne@eneral.
During the pandemic response there have been a number of human rights that have been limited by
the actions of the government, such as the right to freedom of moveheenight to peaceful
assembly, the right to freedom from medical treatments without full and free consent and | would also
argue even the right to participate in public life. | have also been very disappointed with what | would
see as the failure of our @fter of Human Rights and Responsibilities and some of the lack of action
by the Victorian Equal Opportunity and Human Rights Commission. My question to the Attorney
General is simply this: what has the Attorney done during the pandemic response atidrirtoehe
pandemic response to defend human rights in Victoria?

Ms SYMES (Northern Victoria—Leader of the Government, Attorn@eneral, Minister for
Emergency Servicgg12:14: | thank MrLimbrick for his question, and of course it was a Labor
government that introduced the charter of human rights, a really important set of principles that
underpin all government decisions and have to be applied to all legislatiearet It is nation leading.

Other states are looking at our charter. | thivdce is a conversation around whether there should be

a federal approach e¢tera. These are important principles that apply to the state of Victoria, and
appropriately so. When it comes to the assessment of rights and whether there are any limitations i
relation to those rights, they undergo a balancing exercise, for example, and in relation to any of the
restrictions that were applied for the protection of the health and wellbeing of the state, those
assessments were completed by the appropriate iiathar relation to providing that advice or
indeed enacting that advice.

Mr LIMBRICK (South Eastern Metropolita(lL2:15: | thank the Attorney for her response. My
second question is probably quite predictable. | would like to see in thd?adigment better
protections for human rights in Victoria, and | would ask the Attorney, if she is so fortunate as to be
re-elected and the Attornggeneral, what does she plan to do in the future to protect the human rights
of Victorians?

Ms SYMES (Northern Victoria—Leader of the Government, Attorn&eneral, Minister for
Emergency Servicg$12:19: | like the confidence that you are oozing in the fact that | might have
the opportunity to further look at the charter of human rights and thess isghe next Parliament. |
lie awake at night thinking about a lot of things | would like to do if | continue to be the Attorney
General next term. The human rights charter is obviously something that has been around for some
time, and | would like to hae a conversation about what that might look like in the future, without
giving you any commitments around a definitive assessment or change or anything like that. But of
course | think | have said in this place numerous times that justice reform isloeeelt will never
be done. I will never complete this job. Someone else will have to take it on after me. In relation to
reforms to better protect Victorians, it is something that | am quite passionate about and it is something
| would love to have comiued responsibility for and continued conversations with people in this
chamber on, regardless of what it looks like.
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INDEPENDENT BROAD -BASED ANTI-CORRUPTION COMMISSION

Mr DAVIS (Southern Metropolitar-Leader of the Oppositipr(12:16: My question is to the
Attorney-General. Minister, thédBAC annualplanr el eased yesterday shows tha
budget has been cobbled together usingn$7l | i on as a Tr eamnmilionefr’ s advan
| BAC's own money, wheithart10ibmllioreissussecaoreddunding. aommke mo
matters worse, IBAC have been forced to go cap in hand for a furtheniiibd from the Treasurer.
| therefore ask: why did the Andrews Labor government not properly fund the important work of
IBACandt he work it does in uncovering corruption and

The PRESIDENT: | was struggling with the issue of funding, Mavis, but | call the Attorney
General.

Ms SYMES (Northern Victoria—Leader of the Government, Attoga&eneral, Minister for
Emergency Servicgg12:18: President, you are certainly correct to give due consideration as to
whether MrDavis has directed his question to the correct minister, particularly as he is the Shadow
Treasurer, | think, and watd know that, with the way he has crafted his question, it is not a matter that
you should put to the minister that has administrative responsibility for the IBAC Commissioner but
not financial responsibility, particularly in the way that he actually ditbinto the question the
Treasurer’'s advance.

Having said that, | would put on record that the
doubled if not triplee-no, doubled-since 2015. There has been significant investment provided to

the IBAC Conmissioner in addition to base funding, and that is often reflective of the important

project work that the IBAC Commissioner might undertake, whether it is in relation to a specific IT

upgrade or indeed responding to Bmyal Commission into the Managerheh Police Informants

for example—an element of funding that needed to go to a particular role. So there has been significant

funding, and some of the figures that | might bring to the attention of the house, because it is record

funding under our govement, are that the Victorian budget in 2622 provided IBAC with

$32.1million in additional funding and an $8million ongoing uplift to its annual base funding,

which fully met the base funding thatsaewiss sought
double what it received in 20486 and by the end of the forward estimates has an annual funding

increase of $31.Billion.

We do of course continue to work closely with Victorian integrity agencies to ensure that they have

the resources and iretd the powers that they have to undertake their work. When we came to

government we inherited a system that was not functioning well. They like to put on record that they

are the creators of IBAC, but if it were not for the amendments and the suppdre degidlative

reform that this government has introduced, we would have a very different integrity system. It is

different now to what existed only eight years aje.will continue to work closely with our integrity

agencies. As has been demonstratgdainur question in relation to a Tr.
come and make a case to government in relation to specific roles that they want to perform it is a

matter that they bring to the attention of the Treasurer, but very often it comes up intrelevan
conversations with me, despite the fact that | do not have ministerial responsibility for their budget.

Mr DAVIS (Southern Metropolitan-Leader of the Oppositigii12:21): When you read the IBAC
annual plan you would have to conclude that thestdr is in a parallel universe. It is clear from that
plan that IBAC is not properly funded, given its base funding is still in the lowr#iiéns. | therefore
ask: is it the Andrews Labor governmermnto s intent
nobble its troublesome inquiries on corruption inside your government?

Ms SYMES (Northern Victoria—Leader of the Government, Attorn@eneral, Minister for
Emergency Servicg$12:21): Absolutely not.
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MINISTERS STATEMENTS : GOVERNMENT ACHIEVE MENTS

Ms PULFORD (Western Victoria—Minister for Employment, Minister for Innovation, Medical
Research and the Digital Economy, Minister for Small Business, Minister for Re3dd&2:24):
Onour final sitting day of the 59tRarliament | thoughtwould reflect on some of the things that have
been going on. In June 2020 | had the great privilege of becoming Minister for Employment, Minister
for Small Business and Minister for Innovation, Medical Research and the Digital Economy. In July
2021 resarces was added to these responsibilities, and in July 2022 the sick pay guarantee. Through
this extraordinary period of uncertainty for people in the Victorian community | was determined to
ensure not only that we helped Victorians through the worsegfghdemic but that, where possible,
we came out stronger and better prepared for the future. The investments this government has made
have created a legacy that will continue to benefit Victorians for years and decades to come.

Our small businesses abserbmany of the shocks of the lockdowns, and we supported them every
step of the way-in addition to the Small Business COVID Hardship Fund, mentoring, mental health
and wellbeing, digital jobs, small business adaptation and many, many other new programs.

Our medical researchers are world leading. | am so proud we have been able to back them in. Securing
Moderna to come to Melbourne gives us sovereign manufacturing capability and an mRNA ecosystem
that is world leading. The $46fillion investment into théustralian Institute for Infectious Disease

and $75million for the Cumming Global Centre for Pandemic Therapeutics will provide greater
preparedness for pandemics to come.

The pandemic revealed the connectivity gaps that have been left by the formargedemment,
and we are now rolling out the unprecedented $8i8®n Connecting Victoria program that will
make Victoria the most connected stateot 3G, not 4G, but 5G.

In response to the pandemic, with the Working for Victoria program and the Jnbsavinitiative

we said we would create 2000 jobs, but we have already well exceeded that target. In less than two
years 10M00 Victorians have accessed advice and support from Jobs Victoria mentors, career
counsellors and advocates, changing liWés have supported older women get back into work, given
young people a new start, helped new migrants find their very first job in Australia and backed our
veterans, among others, to find new jobs.

And there is a mining and resources boom. My time isdingb, and there is so much more | could
cover. So much has been achieved, and there is of course so much more for us all to do.

NORTHERN VICTORIA RE GION FAMILY VIOLENCE SERVICES

Ms MAXWELL (Northern Victoria (12:24: My question is to the AdtneyGeneral regarding
the urgent need in nortast Victoria for a Specialist Family Violence Court and legal aid office.
Yesterday | was joined by stakeholders from the resit for a round table to discuss the incidence
of family violence in the regh and what they see at the coalface. They report a significant increase
in family violence in the last year, especially hiigk situations, and there is an overwhelming call
for a specialist court and legal aid office from them. Attorney, when we cegttieand | raised this
with you, you said to me, and | quote, ‘Every
know why. These specialist courts deliver tailored support and help-gigtirivors seek justice in a
safe and meaningful way. &round table recognised that demand is strong for family law services
across the community of 1400 people. We are establishing an advisory group and would like to
meet with you to discuss the need in the region, so my question is: will you meetdlescschroup
with me during October, hear their views and advise their bid for a family violence court and a legal
aid office in the nortieast?

Ms SYMES (Northern Victoria—Leader of the Government, Attorn@eneral, Minister for
Emergency Servicg$12:29: | thank MsMaxwell for her question. At the outset there are multiple
ministers that have responsibility for family violence in our government, and with good reason,

ar
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because we are leading the nation when it comes to family violence respdrfaendy violence
investment. There is no other state that is even close to the efforts that we have made in relation to
family violence. We have made it a priority and it continues to be so. A little bit like the law reform
that | referred to before, theeis always going to be more to do.

In relation to the nortleast, | did note that you had a round table yestergtayy familiar faces,
obviously, as someone who has represented the region for eight years and had a lot to do with the
people that you metith. | am related to people that work in this industry based in Wangaratta as well,

so in terms of the issues that you raise, they are all too familiar to me as AGamnenal, as a member

for Northern Victoria and in a personal capacity as a topicsagifor that region. Of course it has

been something that is very important to-+waEcess to services in regional Victergiven that | am

very familiar with that region. It is where | grew up and it is where | live.

The royal c¢ommi s s ircumd Sgecialise Familynvidencd @orts are targeged at
headquarter courts, being the courts in each region with the highest volume of matters, and we are
progressively rolling these out as a priority. | really like going to the courts and talking tehifiose

have been gazetted as Specialist Family Violence Courts, because there is such passion from the
people that work in our Magistrates Courts in relation to wanting better services for victims of family
violence—simple things such as separate entriekveaiting rooms, places for the kids to be looked

after etcetera. This is all about creating a system that is victim focused and supporting particularly
women who are victims of family violence.

In relation to the region, the Shepparton Specialist Fariolgnce Court is currently operational and
further Magistrates Courts around the state have some aspects of specialist family violence services.
In terms of your quote of me in a private meeting, which is a bit unusual, of course | would love to put
a Speialist Family Violence Court in every Magistrates Court in the state, but | am confined by the
reality of what you can deliver in government. But | think our record speaks for itself in the fact that
we are out there spending more money on this thanthaysiate and will continue to do so.

| do want to note that there are important, dedicated services in thesasirth have met with the

Hume Riverina Community Legal Service, for examplantastic, passionate peoptand of course

a lot of their busings is family violence, unfortunately. They do a fantastic job in their support of
victim-survivors of family violence. Many people might know that there is an Orange Door network
in the OvensMurray area that commenced operation in August 2021, and itlpsoservices for

people experiencing family violence across several areas, including Wodonga, Wangaratta and
Benalla. My department, Victoria Legal Aid and legal assistance sector partners do monitor the legal
need across Victorda (Time expired)

Ms MAXW ELL (Northern Victorig (12:28: Thank you, Attorney. You did not actually get to
answer the question. When the Specialist Family Violence Courts were rolled out in 2019, an
important component was -bocated legal and community services. Thigriportant for providing
holistic support, but it seems they are not a guarantee for the rest of the Specialist Family Violence
Courts. Can you confirm if the government will continue to fund ardaade legal and community
services with Specialist Familiolence Courts to ensure victisurvivors have access to the support
that they need?

Ms SYMES (Northern Victoria—Leader of the Government, Attorn@eneral, Minister for
Emergency Servicg$l2:29: It is difficult with small amounts of time to answer with great detail on
these important matters, but in relation to thdocation of services | am not in a position to predict
future budgets, MMaxwell, so | cannot give strong commitments around kitgibk in general | like
co-located services but | also do like to be informed by the people that provide those services on the
ground. Making sure that they are in the one building works for some people, but some people prefer
that the services be praed in a neighbourintype facility because there are many people that like
to access the services but are fearful of courts, for example, and that is particularly relevant for people
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from nonrEnglishspeaking backgrounds who would be much more comforéaislessing services
that are not within court buildings.

KINDERGARTEN FUNDING

Dr BACH (Eastern Metropolitgn(12:30: My question is for the Minister for Early Childhood
and PrePrep. TheAgeon8S e pt ember ran a st orsyecaléddreekinderow t he g«
program may result in services being reduced and staff ratios increased. It described a system with
onerous bureaucratic burdens. Minister, what do you say to those many kindergartens that will have
to reduce services because ofnfonding model?

Ms STITT (Western Metropolitar-Minister for Workplace Safety, Minister for Early Childhood
and PrePrep (12:30: | really do thank DBach for asking me this question, because it gives me the
opportunity to dispel some of thasinformation that may be out there about our ndéading Best
Start, Best Life reforms-reforms that will transform early childhood education and care in this state.
Nice try, DrBach, because | know that you actually think these reforms are prettyigsapport of
children, in support of strong participation rates in kindergarten and importantly in support of families
who are doing it tough with cesf-living pressures, kinder will be free for every thraed fouryear
old child in the state fromext year. This is about access and equity. This is about making sure that
where you live or what your parents earn is no barrier to getting a quality education for two years
before you go to primary school. | do not accept for a moment that there aréogoénreductions in
quality or service as a result of our reforms. In fact the reality is the absolute opposijter @81&t of
sessional kindergartens signed up to free kinder in2@319per cent.

The guidelines for our funding arrangements have loeg in the sector for two weeks only, and

already, DBach, 8 er cent of sessional kinders have said,
kinder next year’'. So | would urge you, iif you kn
how the furling will operate and how they will be able to transition from their current model to free

kinder next year, to get them to talk to the Department of Education and Training (DET), who will sit

down and work through those issues with them.

It is very imporant to dispel a particular myth that is doing the rounds, and that is that somehow high
feecharging kindergartens provide better quality services than others. Nothing could be further from
the truth. The truth is that some of the highest rated kindengarteerms of the national quality
standards are in fact charging below the funding envelope that the government will be providing.
Rather than concentrating on a couple of kindergartens in your particular part of metropolitan
Melbourne, | would urge yoto ask those services to talk directly to DET, because | can assure you
that the overwhelming majority of kindergarten services in this-statel | talk to a lot of them-are
absolutely rapt with this policy and cannot wait for free kinder to roll out.

Dr BACH (Eastern Metropolitgn(12:33: Res pect ful Iy | wi | | not take t
ask the many people who run sessional kindergartens to do what she said. These people are not dills;
they have an excellent understanding of how the governt ° s f undi ng model wi ||

supplementary is: Minister, will you increase the funding from $2500 to ensure all kindergarten
services can remain viable?

Ms STITT (Western Metropolitar-Minister for Workplace Safety, Minister for Early Childhood
and Pe-Prep (12:34: The funding guidelines have been set by the government. $2500 per child is
actually way over the odds for the vast majority of kindergarten services in our state. The average is
actually $1900, so we are very confident that we Ipitebed that funding model at the right spot.
What DrBach is failing to acknowledge is that there are a very small number of very high fee charging
kindergartens that, | acknowledge, will need to adapt their operation as a result of the funding
guidelines that the government has arrived at. But there is transitional support available for those
services. So what you need to doHaich, rather than scaremonger about this, is get those services to
directly engage with the Department of Education and Tigitiecause | know many examples of
where that has occurred and kindergarten services are confident and are signing up.
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MINISTERS STATEMENTS : VICTORIAN TRAINING AWARDS

Ms TIERNEY (Western Victoria—Minister for Training and Skills, Minister for Higher
Education, Minister for Agricultude(12:39: | rise today to acknowledge the 68th annual Victorian
Training Awards and congratulate the winners along with all of the finalists. The Victorian Training
Awards recognise the outstanding achievemehtpprentices, students, teachers, employers and
training providers in the Victorian vocational
reflect the variety of skills, talent and determination that thrives in the sector. Each year our very
talerted vocational design students are invited to pitch an item for me to showcase on the night.

This year | sought interest from students who could design a wrap celebrating and honouring the
LGBTIQA+ community while promoting inclusion. It is with heartfislanks to Holmesglen student

TJ Van Der Meulen and their teacher Anna Whitehall that | wear this scarf so proudly in this chamber
today. Thank you, TJ. The production line to create this wrap was incredible, using digital software to
create the repeatedtfgan, carefully maintaining the integrity of the silk scarf and finally hemming

the wrap with an industrial machine on campus. TJ, you did more than nail it. Every flag is represented:
lesbian, gay, bisexual, trans, queer, intersex and asexual. Tthldedmnorbinary, pansexual, poly

and Philadelphia progressive pride flags to shine a light on the smaller and lesser known groups of the

e

community. Like the LGBTI QA+ community, TJ's desi

| pay my deepest spects to the entire spectrum of the rainbow. Once again, to TJ and Anna, thank
you so much.

SOW STALLS

Mr MEDDICK (Western Victoria(12:37: My question is for the Minister for Agriculture. Today
it was revealed through an undercoirerestigation that at least six Victorian piggeries are still
confining pregnant pigs to stalls, despite an industry phaisgeadline of 2017. Footage shows sows
languishing in rows of cages where their suffering is immeasurable. For up to 26 daysethey a
confined to spaces so small they are unable to turn around, an image far removed from the misleading
products that line our supermarket shelves. Following release of the footage, some piggeries have
admitted to the continued use of sow stalls, whilstist admit to using mating cages more than four
times longer than the industry committed to. The government trusted the pork industrseigpuiate,
but it has had more than seven years to phase out sow stalls. We are five years past that deadline, and
without enforcement the industry has claimed crifedtg products free from scrutiny. What will the
minister do to intervene in light of these new revelations?

Ms TIERNEY (Western Victoria—Minister for Training and Skills, Minister for Higher
Education Minister for Agriculture (12:38: | thank MrMeddick for his question and his ongoing
advocacy in the area of animal welfare. Thank you. This is an issue that has come to light in recent
times, and indeed there was an article inGloardianas reently as today. | have received some
correspondence from a range of people in respect to this issue in recent times as well. This government
is absolutely committed to animal welfare rights. | think that we have been able to demonstrate that in
a number ofvays, including the most recent budget of $18iléon. Of course that money will go
into developing a newer, modernised piece of legislation that will come before the house if we are re
elected to government. But it also is an investment in the near&adinimal hospital. It also is an
invest ment in Victoria's first pet census and
management strategy, as well as support for thecbhmmendations that came about as a result of
the Taskforce on Rehoming P& it is not as if we are not active in this spacelMidddick.

What | can say to you is that as recently as 2 September this year | have put out for consultation and
public comment ideas from the community in terms of what changes they would like lihaee

asked the Victorian community to get in contact or get on the Engage Victoria wEbsitehave

until I think it is midnight on 1@ctober to provide government with their ideas about what they would

like to see in legislation that would comedrefthis house. Of course there will be a lot of discussion

also at the conclusion of being able to pull those comments together as we develop that legislation. |
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am looking forward to seeing that develop. | know that there has been a lot of activeiintaies
area for some time, but it is actually getting to that point where we can see light at the end of the tunnel.
| again would encourage Victorians to get involved, have their say and say their piece.

In terms of the specifics that you raise with timegt were in th&uardianthis morning, | have asked

the department to provide me with an update on that. | know that there are a number of animal activists
that are active in this area. | want to be able to be informed and advised as to exactly et bas

is purported to have happened and indeed whether this is occurring at any Victorian piggeries. | look
forward to receiving that advice from the department.

Mr MEDDICK (Western Victorig(12:41): Thank you, Minister, for that answ&efore | ask my
supplementary, | too would encourage all Victorians to get on the Engage Victoria website to have
their say on the new animal welfare act. Can the minister please advise what efforts have been taken
to monitor compliance of the industrythre industryled phaseut of sow stalls in Victoria?

Ms TIERNEY (Western Victoria—Minister for Training and Skills, Minister for Higher
Education, Minister for Agricultuje(12:41): The member would be aware that in terms of the
agreement it waswluntary agreement by the industry. So you know that. What | would say to you
is that, if there are any cases that people are concerned about in terms of animal welfare, | would
encourage them to contact Agriculture Victoria and provide all of thegdstathat there can be an
investigation and a checking out of the situation.

COVID-19

Ms BATH (Eastern Victoria(12:42: My question is to the Minister for Small Business. In January
this year Coll i’
themsel ves or requesti-safp planoAt theeend of theeinspedion tha e s s
owner, MrColli, asked the officers if there was anything that he could do to improve on, and in effect
the officersrp | i ed, ‘“No, everything is just Cbihe! sKeep
absolute horror, a fine rocked up in the mail of 633 shortly after the visit of the COVID officers.

Minister, how is it fair that their small business was compliantdaamteording to the coronavirus

guidelines, which state that under the Public Health and Wellbeing Act2008 a &0&1De pl an ' mus't
be kept’ on the premises and ‘ must be avail abl e
authorised officers’

S

Ms PULFORD (Western Victoria—Minister for Employment, Minister for Innovation, Medical
Research and the Digital Economy, Minister for Small Business, Minister for Re3qd&:és:
| thank MsBath for her question on behalf of this business. | aniifuwith the matter that MBath
raises, in the same way that Bath would be familiar with the minister with responsibility for the
authorised officers COVID enforcement and the fines regime that she has referred to being the
Minister for Police. | haw sought a review of this matter, and | would perhaps take on notice if | can
the rest of the question so that | can, when | have the outcome of that requested review, provide
Ms Bath with that information as well as the industry organisation that is @ihgon behalf of this
business to me directly.

Ms BATH (Eastern Victoria (12:49: | thank the minister for her response. It has been very
distressing for this small business that has been forced to shut down, forced to operate under COVID
safepractices and did so most willingly and then to have this on their shoulders. It has been very
distressing, so | appreciate your following this up and | ask you to ensure that this fine is overturned.

Ms PULFORD (Western Victoria—Minister for EmploymentMinister for Innovation, Medical
Research and the Digital Economy, Minister for Small Business, Minister for Re3¢uec4s: If |
could just respond, it is not within my power to ensure that this fine is overturned. | thiB&tiMs
would appreciate that, and | understand from the industry advocate that | have been dealing with
directly on this matter that the business in questoaware of that as well in terms of roles and
responsibilities. But in response to the comments thadils made along with her supplementary

s Hai r Dsi thair yloe sdioa dithautvidentiigngt hor i s e d

C



QUESTIONS ON NOTICE
3496 Legislative Council Wednesday, 21 September 2022

guestion, | join MBath in thanking this business for their efforts. It is an industry that has been quite
significantly impacted, along with many others. Insofar as | understand these circumstances, they have
willingly done their part to keep the community safe, and | thank them for that.

MINISTERS STATEMENTS : VETERANS SERVICES

Mr LEANE (Eastern Metropolitan-Minister for Commonwealth Games Legacy, Minister for
Veteran} (12:49: Today | would like to update the house on the interim report from the Royal
Commission into Defence and Veteran Suicide, which was handed down last month. The report
included13 urgent recommendations and seven preliminary observations, providing a step forward in
enacting mucimeeded change to better support veterans.

The first five recommendations are in line with what | have heard from Victorian veterans. | want to
concentrge on two of them: to simplify and harmonise the veteran compensation and rehabilitation
system; and to improve the administration of the claim system. At a recent veterans wellbeing task
force meeting chaired by the federal minister, Matt Keogh, | suegfestbehalf of Victorian veterans

and their family members that we should be able to enact these two recommendations. What Victoria
has consistently said is that if a veteran or a family member reaches out for help then they should just
be helped and theshould be believed. There is so much money spent on not believing veterans and
their family members; it is at the point of being ridiculous. Everyone across the country that has to
deal with this system understands that and knows that.

Despite the chang# federal government, we are consistent, as far as the Victorian government goes,
that this system needs to be completely overturned and to stop being adversarial. If we are going to
believe any cohort of people in the first instance, it is this cohpdayle.

WRITTEN RESPONSES

The PRESIDENT (12:48: Regarding questions and answers todayC@mming to the Minister
for Health, two days, question and supplementarySiees; and finally, MBat h' s questi on,
day, Minister.

Ms Pulford: Ona point of order, President, | am not sure it is quite within my power to provide
that information within one day, because it is another portfolio that is seeking a review of an
independent decision. | will provide that to Blath as soon as it exists, Ibight now it does not.

The PRESIDENT: Are you happy with that?
Ms Bath: | will be happy when the business has that overturned.

Questions on notice
ANSWERS

Mr RICH -PHILLIPS (South Eastern Metropolita(il2:49: | would like to raise two outstanding
guestions on notice. The first is 3699, which was asked of the Minister for Plannind/ay Pist
year and remains unanswered. | think that is represented$ttMisn g’ s portf ol i o. The
5065, which was &ed on 2August for the attention of the Minister for Environment and Climate
Action, which I think falls with MiLeane. | was wondering if | could have a response on where those
answers are. | have written to the ministers accordingly and would loveweras soon as possible.

Ms SHING (Eastern Victoria—Minister for Water, Minister for Regional Development, Minister
for Equality) (12:49: | would be delighted to seek that answer for youRi¢h-Phillips.

Ms CROZIER (Southern Metropolitgn(12:49: | have previously written to a number of
ministers, but | have a list of &ltstanding questions on notice to the ministers for health, education,
planning, transport and early childhood andgmep. So | am hoping those questions withhewered
before 28November.
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Constituency questions
NORTHERN METROPOLITA N REGION

Ms PATTEN (Northern Metropolitap (12:50: (1988 My constituency question is for the
Minister for Health and relates to a new northern hospital. The Noktuepital has only 40Beds.
It has the busiest emergency department in the state, treating approximatdp péfents each
year . The Northern Health catchment —Homel udes t hr
Whittlesea and Mitchell. The sftvdevelopment of new suburbs in the north will see our population
grow by 17per cent, or 8800people, in the next five years alone and ovepéicent by 2036. The
Northern Metropolitan Region needs more than an expanded Northern Hospital. It mesds a
hospital to meet demand. So | ask: what steps has the minister taken in considering the development
of a whole new hospital for Melbourne’s northern

EASTERN METROPOLITAN REGION
Dr BACH (Eastern Metropolitgn(12:51): (198) My constituency question is for the Minister for

Transport Infrastructure. My question is: Ministe
the AuditorGeneral regarding the-salled Suburban Rail Loop? The minister has responded to this

stunnng report by saying she ‘respectfully disagree:
independent AuditeGe ner al s office is that the Suburban Rai

the assessment from the AudiBeneral is even worse thdhe previous assessment by the

independent, apolitical Parliamentary Budget Office. The assessment today is that thedstnefit

ratio for this project is 0:5-0.5! | remember when the Labor Party railed against projects with a BCR

of 1.4. We are going tbe wasting 5@ents on the dollar. The minister previously has said she

respectfully disagrees with the PBO, Infrastructure Australia, Infrastructure Victoria, the Grattan

Institute and the Rail Futures Institute, just to name a few. Now she is atsmidglathe independent
Audito-Gener al s office. On what basis does she dis
independent assessment of this dog of a project?

NORTHERN VICTORIA RE GION

Ms MAXWELL (Northern Victorid (12:52: (1990) My constituency question is to the Minister
for Prevention of Family Violence, and it is about the harmful sexual behaviours program. This is a
voluntary therapeutic service for children and young people aged fiveyknds! Referrals can be
made directly fom families, community organisations, police, health professionals, schools,
government departments, statutory authorities and court orders. We recently debated important
consent laws in this Parliament, and education programs are key to ensure therebéstt
understanding of lawful and safe behaviours. Over three years funding for this program has only
increased minimally, despite the data reflecting a clear need, withperd68nt increase in demand
for the program. The Centre Against Violence helvered the program for 13®ung people in the
last year, 8Tore than three years ago, but their funding meets less than a fifth of this need. Additional
investment could provide some preventative psychoeducational presentations to schools and youth
andsports groups, so my question is: will the government commit more funding to this important
program?

WESTERN VICTORIA REG ION

Mrs McARTHUR (Western Victoria (12:53: (191) My constituency question is for the
Minister for Health and relates the availability of paediatric services in sowbst Victoria.
Warrnambool parents Monique Patterson and Bill Powell first attempted to seek paediatric help for
their threeyearold son in late July. At that time they were advised there would be ayeteiy to
access care. Earlier this month they requested an
told the clinic was not accepting any more patients with behavioural issues. The temporary pause, they
were told, would be reviewed in FebrypaThat is an eightnonth wait and potentially much, much
longer. The alternative is to traveh@urs to either Ballarat or Geelong. Given the damage done during



CONSTITUENCY QUESTIO NS
3498 Legislative Council Wednesday, 21 September 2022

the COVID-19 lockdowns, this family is not alone in the need for help. Minister, what ardojog
to resolve the paediatric health crisis in this state, especially in regional Victoria?

NORTHERN VICTORIA RE GION

Mr QUILTY (Northern Victorid (12:59: (1992) My constituency question is for the Minister for
Planning. Recently | was Bright talking to locals. The humber one issue raised was the housing
crisis—the lack of housing for locals and for businesses chasing staff. One family | spoke to is
renovating their family home to accommodate their adult children as they have no fiogiagfa
rental or being able to buy a home locally for many yedfrever. | have heard stories of people who
have found work around Bright but who just cannot find housing living in tents. Anyone who has
spent time in Bright in winter knows just how gegate a measure this is. A local business owner even
told us how he spent three months living in the back of his car. The Liberal Democrats have solutions
to Victoria's housing crisis: tinyrackapproals,, granny
relaxed planning rules, higher density and abolishing stamp-dilityrtterm fixes and longerm real
changes. Only more homes being built can change this. Without urgent changes the economies of
small regional towns will be strangled. Minister,whata you doing to fix Northern
crisis?

SOUTH EASTERN METROPOLITAN REGION

Mr RICH -PHILLIPS (South Eastern Metropolital2:559: (1993) My constituency question is
to the Minister for Education. My office has done a lot of wmrkhe issue of the removal of asbestos
in schools in the soutbast, and the most recent correspondence we have received on this matter from
the previous Minister for Education back in May raises some questions around schools where it
appears not all astes has been removed. In the letter former Minister Merlino refers to Cranbourne
West Primary School, Hampton Park Primary School, Frankston Primary School and Wheelers Hill
Secondary College, where he says they have had all previously identified ABsastr@sved from
accessible areas on the school sites, which raises the question of whether there are areas where asbestos
has not been removed. The letter further goes on to say Cranbourne South Primary School will have
its asbestos removed as part ofaagoing capital works program, but given there is community
concern around this, my question to the minister is: has that asbestos now been removed from
Cranbourne South Primary School?

WESTERN METROPOLITAN REGION

Dr CUMMING (Western Metropolitan(12:57): (1994) My question is to the Minister for Roads
and Road Safety in the other place, and it is from Mitchell in West Footscray. Can the current inner
west truck ban and curfews be extended to Roberts Street in West Footscray to impré¥ésafety
large number of trucks are using the residential part of Roberts Street as a rat run between Sunshine
Road and Geelong Road. This street has bike lanes that are just not safe when these trucks are running
down and parking across them. There is alreadyiternative route that trucks can use to get between
Sunshine Road and Geelong Road that avoids residential areas by using Geelong Street in front of
Bunnings, but trucks are choosing to bypass this route and drive through residential streets. This has
been an issue in Melbourne’'s inner west for a | on
death in Deer Park of a gentleman who was changing his tyre on the side of the road. God bless
everyone, and let us hope that people are driving safslgbe now and Christmas.

EASTERN VICTORIA REG ION

Ms BATH (Eastern Victoria (12:58: (1995) My constituency question is for the Minister for
Environment and Climate Action in the other place, and it comes from the people of Orbost and also
Forest and Wood Communities Australia. They have invited me and they have also invited the minister
for environment and indeed the Premier to come to a public meeting on TueSitighdr, at
5.30pm at the football clubrooms in Orbost. This is a town that is being strangled by government
ineptitude and ongoing court injunctions that the government isgfddi stop, and it is within the
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government's own hands to be able to stop these
This community is facing an absolute downturn because of the loss of timber jobs and mill jobs, and

therefore | ask the mister: will she attend this meeting and speak directly and listen to the community

of Orbost?

EASTERN VICTORIA REG ION

Mr BOURMAN (Eastern Victorig(12:59: (1996) My constituency question is for the Treasurer.
It is regarding Gippsland youttomelessness. A great organisation is ready and willing to address
youth homelessness in Gippsland, but they hedul VictoriaG Infrastructure Strategy 2022051
acknowledges eiglaiut of 10 of the top disadvantaged local government areas are in réioboidd,
where poverty and sociEconomic disadvantage are at higher levels than in metro areas. Quantum
Support Services is an NGO, and they are seeking capital funding ohdillidié Quantum is already
committed to the project for land acquisitiasts and Latrobe council last week approved the sale of
Hazelwood House, a former aged care facility, to them. Financially supporting the construction of a
new 44bed youth foyer in Gippsland will give more young people far better opportunities by
improving access to local facilities, jobs and transport. My question for the government is: will they
commit to the capital funding needed to complete this Gippsland youth foyer project?

WESTERN METROPOLITAN REGION

Mr FINN (Western Metropolitan(13:00: (1997) My constituency question is to the Minister for
Roads and Road Safety. The western suburbs of Melbourne are experiencing unprecedented
population growth. People living in the outer west are particularly impacted by severe traffic
congestion omoads that were built many years agong before many of what are nhow booming
suburbs experienced any human habitation. Every day more housing developments are attracting
people to these new areas and roads cannot cope at all. Every week local resglentsitold
numbers of hours sitting in traffic jams on clogged roads. It is a disgraceful situation. Minister, what
plans do you have to alleviate this burden felt by my constituents, and when can we expect them to be
implemented?

Sitting suspended 1.0pm until 2.07 pm.
Motions
EMERGENCY SERVICES TELECOMMUNICATIONS AU THORITY
Debate resumed.

Ms TERPSTRA (Eastern Metropolitgn(14:07): | will continue my contribution on this motion
moved by MiDavis. | had started my contribution just before question time and the lunch bell, so |
will continue. | want to move on to some of the substance of the points that have been raised in this
motion.| will just recap in terms of what the minister, the Honourable Jaclyn Symes, has been saying
in this chamber. | think she has been doing an excellent job responding to the many questions that
have been raised by the opposition in this chamber in regdnd motion. As | said earlier, we must
recognise that the ESTA call takers do an amazing job in very difficult circumstances. | could only
begin to imagine what it must be like to be on the end of phone calls where people are desperately
seeking help ahquite concerned. They could be faced withdifeldeath situations. This is why
training is so important for those people. Obviously you need to have a clear head and a calm mind to
be able to deal with that and to also get the relevant informatioyothaeed in order to make sure
emergency services are directed to the right places, and quickly. Again, | just want to highlight the fact
that, in terms of thnspectorgeneral for emergency managemeport, the IGEM was also keen to
point out that ongiron made it impossible for anyone to prepare for the demand that we experienced
during the pandemic. We know that demand really escalated and put extreme pressure on those
services. In that report it was noted that:

the speed of t himpoSSibkéfe+ on wave made it
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ESTA—
to produce an accurate forecast and therefore require

What is absolutely clear through all of that is that the assertion in this motion that claims our
government did not act immediately uponrir@aconcerns about call answer performance is entirely
wrong. The first time serious concerns were raised with government about the impact of TDVID

on call answer performance was by the IGEM in October 2021. Minister Symes secured an immediate
injection of $27.5million within weeks of this advice. This was on top of the 8dlBon package,
including 43full-time equivalent employees provided in the budget in May Zagther funding was

also provided in March, and we then provided the biggest evestinent in ESTA, with a
$333million package in the 20223 budget to employ 406w staff. So you can see, and | have just

laid out in those few points there, the record funding that we have provided to ESTA. We have
absolutely responded appropriatelytte unforeseen demands that were placed on the services during
the pandemic, and we are committed to working through all of those demands. As | said, there is record
funding, and Minister Symes acted entirely appropriately in those circumstances. 8tenabe

advice that was provided to us immediately upon it being provided, and | think it is a real credit to her,
as the minister, in terms of what she has been able to secure.

I know this has been said in this chamber a number of times, and Minisies &gs gone to great
lengths to explain that you just cannot employ someone to jump onto a phone withirte. It is

not that kind of caltaking service. As | said before, you need people who are trained appropriately
and able to take on the demanofithis role. These roles are not like any other role of call taker. They
require a particular mindset, a level of skill and expertise, and that takes time. Also the training that is
provided must be appropriately targeted to make sure we get the riglet @ed give them the skills

they need to make sure they undertake the role appropriately. So again, to continually come in here
with these sorts of motions and to hear this stuff being levelled at the government during question time
is just a stunt. We lkaw it is a stunt. The opposition want to keep ventilating this in the vain hope that
they will get some kind of traction.

A member. How is that working for them?

Ms TERPSTRA: It is not working for them, but they want to continue; it is not going angevhe
The bottom line is that every time that something is brought up on the government benches, we are
able to demonstrate the level of action and activity that is being taken to meet those issues. These
challenges are brought to government when we are aweate of them, and we act appropriately and
quickly.

| want to again acknowledge the ESTA workers. | want to acknowledge ESTA as an organisation and

the amazing work that it does. | think this motion, again, is ill informed and nothing other than a stunt,

and of course we are opposing this motion today. Again, | want to acknowledge and offer my sincere
condol ences and sympathies to the families who ha
work to determine the cause of death in regard to thatters, and we know there is obviously more

to come with that. Again, | acknowledge the amazing efforts that our ESTA call takers do and the
circumstances in which they perform these very difficult tasks. | will conclude my contribution there,

and in dang so | reject this motion and encourage others in this chamber to vote against it as well.

Ms BATH (Eastern Victoria(14:13: | am pleased to rise to throw my support behind the motion
moved by MDavis in terms of the 000 issues anddbmpounding flaws in the ESTA call centre. It
is funny, we just heard a member of the Labor Party, an MP, speak on this, and she spent a considerable
amount of time stating that we were grandstanding
couse we want to send our condol ences —thatist he f ami |
those who lost loved ones through the flaws in the system.

It is the community’s expectation when you pick u
a timely manner and that there are time lines set for this to occur, but far too many Victorians are left
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hanging on that line. The inspectggneral for emergency management only last week came out with

an indepth report that confirmed that at leas\83orians have died due to Ofilures. They are

names and faces and loved ones that have been lost. So | find it disingenuous that the minister and
members on the other side of this house would con
pele at the end of these 8fatistics, Victorians at the end of thesan@bers.

| also have raised in this house over the past couple of years issues that have affected constituents in

my Eastern Victoria Region, and there have been a number from tbbe ¥alley, from the Bass

Coast shire and from South Gippsland, where constituents frustrated beyond belief have rung and said

that their experience was they were hanging on the line waiting for that call centre uptake. Then there

can be a compounding a@mest, we will say, on their distress when the ambulance takes a long, long,

long time to arrive. And then there can be that occurrence, even though some of those patients, those

people, have been asked by their GP to contact the ambulance if X and shémdhen they have

said, ‘Look, we’'ve got t o -gandtheyaraleitmthdideivewag.al | ; f i n
Just these few occurrences show the flaws in the system.

These flaws have been there for some time. Indeed, back in 2016 \ve tiehtCEO speaking about

the underfunding and the need for increased funding, the need for more resources. When the Liberals
and Nationals put through a freedafranformation request, we saw that during peak times ESTA
tested its new software back in220) and the board minutes show that the CEO reported that despite
the delays they were confident in the quality of the software. However, move to November 2020 and
May 2021, when t he kampueraided digpaichystent tiee camputelE®IT A’ s
dispatch, caused it to shut down at least five times. And there are other demonstrable reports and
minutes to say that when the CAD system is under great stress they end up using pen and paper. Now,
this is a modern society. We have got people ringingnd having an expectation. Their expectations

are not being met, their stress levels are considerable, they are watching family members in dire
situations and yet ‘We’re giving it a go’ and *‘ We

The Nation&s and the Liberals have committed to an increase to fix that CAD sysg@#bmillion

to increase that funding to fix the CAD systerand, as a priority, not to be looking at corporate

positions or consultative positions but to actually refocus fundingtéfr recruitment on the front

line, to support those fantastic people who are there working in very stressful situations, to support

them for there to be more of them and for there to be a more fluid situation so that they do not feel so

stressed by thevel and volume of these calls. For those on the government benches to say that we

are being disingenuctsp e opl e contact my office and say, Clow
and | have done so in the past.

I will not continue on too much longer otttean to say that this government, the Labor government,

has been at the control wheels of this dispatch system for 19 ouyedra3 The blame here is at the

feet of Daniel Andrews, and it needs to be fixed. It is unfair that people continually lsave lo
confidence in the ESTA dispatch system. A Guy and Walsh Liberals and Nationals government will
provide that additional $12%illion to top up the $30illion allocated in the 20223 budget to fix

it, upgrading the CAD system to facilitate multislevice training of 5(er cent of all caltaking and

dispatch staff so you can have that ciefsrenced training to refocus on the frontline people, to
support those people, to add to them and to give ongoing and sustainable funding to this very important
service to our community. With that | say | fully support the motion moved Hyduis.

Ms MAXWELL (Northern Victorid (14:20: | rise to speak on this motion relating to the
inspectogener al for emergency ma pedgneance of ESTA. Filstt GEM) r e |
and foremost can | say that this is certainly no indictment or criticism of the ESTA staff themselves.

We know emergency services are a keyakifigamcti on of
dispatch services are the gjateper. They are the first point of call, and when the system fails the
consequences can unfortunately be fatal.
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As a party—and this will be no surprise to this chambere have deliberately tried to steer clear of

overtly partisan motions, instead tryitmfocus our attention on issues and evidence, so | will speak

from that standpoint. It is true that our health system is under sustained pressure. It may be difficult to
plan for everything, pandemics included, and the public is understanding of tHgutddtave been

raising ambulance service issues consistently with the government across the past three years. These
issues have been for the attention of multiple ministers and highlight the challenges my communities
face with ESTA call handling, ambulee emergency response times and hospital ramping, and how
community paramedics and first responder services could be supported to reduce the strains on our
health system.

The recent review of the IGEM confirms the government failed to address the atfuaiding deficit

within ESTA that was well known and had been identified as early as 2015. Supplementary funding

each year only served to put a bandaid on the problem, but the consequence was that ESTA could not
scale up its staffing to meetdemandalth al so | i mited ESTA's ability to
term investments to improve the service. It seems that work is ongoing between the Department of

Justice and Community Safety, the Department of Treasury and Finance, Emergency Management

Victoria and ESTA to provide government with options on a sustainable funding model; however, this

work began more than }@ars ago and it still has not been completed.

Further frustrating is confirmation of what we already know: that ESTA and Ambulance Victoria
failed to implement a system that gives callers an estimated arrival time for their ambulance.
Finding40 of the review says that AV and ESTA learned that providing an estimated time of arrival
for the ambulance was important to callers to assist themaking decisions on whether to wait for

an ambulance or take alternative action during a surge event. This was very clearly identified during
the 2016 thunderstorm asthma event and should have led to change.

| turn to the case of MFony Hubbard, whose véf Gayl, died on Dctober 2019 while waiting more

than 40minutes for a cod& ambulance response. This was before the pandemic and it was not during

a surge event. Miubbard was told the ambulance was on its way, but it did not arrive for more than
40 minutes, and his wife died. Miubbard could see the ambulance station whilst he was giving CPR

to his wife. He assumed it was coming imminently. | have detailed in this Parliament previously that
Mr Hubbard, whilst seeing the ambulance station, could tnade that decision to pick his sick wife

up and take her to the hospital. In February 2020 | raised this matter with then ambulance services
minister Jenny Mikakos in question time. | referred to a letter datéar2@ry 2020 from Ambulance
Victoria to MrHubbard, and in this letter Ambulance Victoria promised to raise directly with ESTA

the advice of MHubbard that an estimated arrival time should always be quoted whenever someone
requests an ambulance. The minister said at the time that Ambulanc@Wetsfollowing up with

ESTA on this issue. It was too late, however, for Mubbard, and more than four years after the
thunderstorm asthma event. The | GEM s review dete
a formal change request to ESTA after issue was identified during the 2016 thunderstorm asthma
event, and the change request was pending with ESTA for several months before the onset of the
pandemic.

Ambulance Victoria is now working on a technical solution to provide estimated arriesl ton
ambulances during surge events, and ESTA has commenced work on it. | will note, though, that much
of my electorate is littered with areas where an ambulance does not arrive withirntireutes
benchmark for a codkeresponse, even outside of stegents. The government response to the IGEM
review says it supports in principle the seven recommendations from the major public health
emergencies review and the eight recommendations from the ambulance call answer review. It says
they will waste no timéringing this important work together and will be better prepared for our next
major public health emergency. The government needs to stop the spin and be better prepared for
every emergency; that is what Victorians deserve. It is not the failure of nisgemibut it has been

a failure of this government.
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Mr ERDOGAN (Southern Metropolitgn(14:26: | rise to speak on the motion moved by
Mr Davis that is before the chamber. This motion has many parts to it; it haglg,gajtto (d), and
a part(2), and a number of matters which Diavis points to, some of which are not in my opinion
factually correct or a reflection of what has actually occurred or is happening. | will seek to inform the
chamber of the actions taken to address some oftlieds and recommendations from the inspector
general for emergency management (IGEM) review and also the Ashton report which our government
has already undertaken. | also commend the work of the minister in listening to what the findings were
and taking inmediate action in a timely fashion. That is why | do not agree with the premise of the
motion before the house, and | think it is important that we correct the record.

Obviously it is important to have context when debating matters such as this. Hsew\iew the

IGEM itself understood that was conducting a review after the fact. It is always great to have

hindsight. | am sure some of the state opposition would like to have hindsight when they were calling

for us to open up in 2020 at the peakhefpandemie Just open up, just | et it

MrLeane:They weren’t big on health then.

Mr ERDOGAN : Yes, they were not big on healththeh Just | et it rip’. Obvio
approach taken by our government to wait for the vaccine rollagakéoplace before lifting those
public health restrictions made sense. | think it was a more commonsense approach. With hindsight
and seeing in retrospect these matters, it is much easier to form an opinion once you have got the
information and somethingahk taken place. The context of ongoing challenges is important, and prior
to the pandemic surges ESTA was meeting or exceeding the monthly emergeiagyncpiarget for
answering 9@er cent of emergency ambulance calls s@&onds each year since 2048ain, the
context is that prepandemic a lot of the targets were being met or being exceeded

The government provided significant amounts of funding to ESTA before and during the pandemic to
help meet demand. Obviously the inspegineralffor emergencymanagement, or IGEM, review
states that:

ESTA has been able to recruit and retain sufficient ambulanetakais to meet its busineasusual
demand for ambulance calls prior to the COM®pandemic surge.

This indicates overall the growth of ambudarcall takers since 2014 has been sufficient to meet

demand on an average yearly basis. We know that there was peak demand with the omicron wave,

which MsTerpstra reflected on. During that period there was almost double the amount of daily calls

receivedby the services, and that obviously posed a significant challénigealso important to
understand that, li ke every frontline health ser
impacted by the pandemic, with up to®& cent of their staffufloughed with illness or caring for

someone with an illness at some point.

Predicting demand on ESTA's ambul ance call servic
surges of COVIBDL9 went on. Even the ESTA report itself understood that it wasudliffo predict
it month to month during the height of the pandemic. In fact fintihgf the report highlights:

As COVID-19 infections increased in the Victorian community during late 2021 and into 2022, this presented
significant challenges for the Engency Services Telecommunications Authority t o accur ately f orecasc
call demand and therefore staffing requirements.

Again, IGEM accepts that fact as well. In making thedsridsight decisions it is very simple for the

state opposition, whose own reg¢avhen it comes to ESTA or cadlking services-who can forget

the Jeff Kennett era when it was privatised? | am not sure if people can remember that far back. | see

Mr Meddick is nodding. He remembers. It was a privatised service, just to remind therardb

was tendered out, obviously. The contractor was cooking the-baakee on the opposite side like

cooking the books, | guessand they were cooking the books so much that a royal commission in

Premi er Bracks’'s ti me f o gafisdotheihcavh servide oynakeitheire mak i n g
statistics look better.
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A member interjected.

Mr ERDOGAN : Yes. The 2001 Metropolitan Ambulance Service Royal Commission found that
the company that had the tender for the-tedding service, which was given hifie Kennett
government, was actually cooking the books to make their service look better. To quote Premier
Bracks at the time:

They are a damning indictment on the previous government
He was talking about the Liberslationals government.

The contract fim the very start was flawed. The contract obviously was not effectively administered by the
previous government. And the previous government failed to investigate properly and fully the claims that
were made, which led, of course, to this finding fethis conclusive finding of improper conduct, deliberate
conduct, which is inappropriate and obviously will require further prosecution.

So the company that had the tender for the ambulance and emergency dispatch service had illegally

made phantom calls tboost its performance for financial gain. Disgraceful. That is the state
opposition’s record in terms of privatising this
talk about capacity to deliver services in this space, the state oppositairirisa good position to

comment based on their record.

’

MinisterSy mes’ s record is in a really good place bece
acting swiftly as soon as she became aware. The first time serious concerns of call answering
perfomance were raised with her was in October last year by IGEM. She secured an immediate

injection of $27.5million, which we should all be aware of. Again, she listened and she acted swiftly,

so she should be commended. | am surprised by the wordingrobtiias. | am not sure if it is a typo
ofMrDavis’s or if he is just being mischbavievous. We
has moved the motion that he has lost confidence. He should be commending the minister. Is that an

error on your behgin terms of par{2) of the motion?

Mr Davis interjected.

MrERDOGAN:Yes, it i s about people’s |lives, and | a
endeavours in this part, in responding swiftly. Obviously on top of that aniflitéh packagehad
already been in place for &48l-time equivalent positions in the budget of May 2021. Further funding
has already been provided in this budget, which we would be aware of, for a total package of
$333million and a budget to employ 46@w staff. Againwe have taken on board the issues as soon
as we have been made aware. The government has acted and Simigsrshould be commended.

Obviously our government’'s investment in and supp
after we were eleatkat the 2014 election, so from 2015 onwards, there have been significant funding

increases, but obviously the most significant was during the pandemic as demand on all health and

frontline services increased. It was not predictable. | am not sure aryaddehave predicted the

impact of the COVID19 pandemic, but | am sure that maybe some of those opposite might believe

they have a solutierrthey predicted it. They might claim now in hindsight that they saw it coming,

but neone could. As part of the govenent | am proud of the fact that that $2Tflion was

immediately injected and further commitments were made in this budget, and we had already taken

action on the other review that happened, the Ashton review.

| also want to talk about how we are rsging to that review, because they are intertwined; they are

looking at the same service provider. In terms of the time frame, the government has previously

committed to delivering on all 2&commendations within the Ashton review by December 2023, and

the | GEM's recommendations wil |l now also be del i\
program. Therefore the findings or, in particular, the recommendations from both reviews we are

going to action straightaway. Obviously it takes time to deliverproperly—by December 2023,

and that is pretty swift action in terms of delivering on all those recommendations.
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Some of the work is already underway to address critical recommendations from IGEM. | want to go
over them. For recommendatibnfor exampleESTA has increased participation at the national level

and is building stronger relationships across the sector. This includes interjurisdictional working
groups with other state and territory agencies and increased cooperation with the Commonwealth and
Telstra. Through this engagement, ESTA will advocate for improvements to our national 000 call
answer policies. That is just one example.

Obviously | could go through every single recommendation, but | know my time is limited in this
chamber and there amsumber of other speakers that want to contribute. Nonetheless | just want to
state that | will not be supporting the motion before the house. | do not think it is a fair reflection. |
commend the minister for taking swift action and supporting ESTA woiked making sure all
Victorians are cared for.

Mr DAVIS (Southern Metropolitan-Leader of the Oppositigrf14:39: This is a very important
motion. Victorian lives are at risk. There could not be a more important matter than ensuring that this
isfixed. The government has not fixed it, and they should have acted earlier. The minister should have
acted earlier. Under the Westminster tradition, she is responsible.

House divided on motion:

Ayes, 12
Atkinson, Mr Crozier, Ms Lovell, Ms
Bach,Dr Cumming, Dr McArthur, Mrs
Bath, Ms Davis, Mr Rich-Phillips, Mr
BurnettWake, Ms Finn, Mr Vaghela, Ms

Noes, 22
Barton, Mr Maxwell, Ms Shing, Ms
Elasmar, Mr Mcintosh, Mr Stitt, Ms
Erdogan, Mr Meddick, Mr Symes, Ms
Gepp, Mr Melhem, Mr Taylor, Ms
Grimley, Mr Patten, Ms Terpstra, Ms
Hayes, Mr Pulford, Ms Tierney, Ms
Kieu, Dr Ratnam, Dr Watt, Ms

Leane, Mr
Motion negatived.
Business of the house
NOTICES OF MOTION AN D ORDERS OF THEDAY
Mr DAVIS (Southern Metropolitar-Leader of the Oppositidril4:43: | move:

That the consideration of notices of motion, general businesdp&®Y, and orders of the day, general
business, 1 and 2, be postponed until later this day.

Motion agreed to.
Motions
CHILD SEXUAL ABUSE
Mr GRIMLEY (Western Victoria(14:44: 1 move:

That this house:
(1) notes that:

(a) child sexual abuse occurred extensively within government institutions, notably in schools between
the 1960s ani990s;
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(b) the Royal Commission into Institutional Responses to Child Sexual Abuse (royal commission)
heard evidence of abuse that took place in Victorian government institutions, even though it was
heavily focused on religious institutions;

(c) since theoyal commissiors conclusion, more victiraurvivors have come forward to share their
story and some have sued or are suing the government for sexual abuse suffered in schools;

(d) the national redress scheme has received agd8ations in relation tabaise that took place in
Victorian government institutions and of these applicants 318 have successfully claimed redress
for abuse that took place in education facilities and this number is in addition to the many survivors
who have sued the Department diiEation and Training;

(e) of the survivors who are suing, many endure breaches of the model litigant guidelines (MLG) and
the common guiding principles (CGP) by the state government as the defendant;

(2) calls on the Premier to publicly apologise to wesiurvivors on behalf of successive Victorian
governments before the state election;

(3) calls on the government to immediately begin complying with its own MLG and CGP when dealing
with child sexual abuse complaints, such as that it:

(a) acts fairly, conistently and without unnecessary delay; and
(b) avoids litigation.

| rise to speak on motidb1 standing in my name. As you all walked in this morning | hope that you
saw the colourful ribbons tied to the fence outside Parliament. | hope when you sawsotbogul

ribbons you knew the meaning behind them. As is their intention, | hope you reflected on the impact
of child sexual abuse. This idaud fence and | believe it is the first time one is being displayed at
Parliament.

Child sexual abuseisarce i ssue for Derryn Hinch’'s Justice Par
for standing up against paedophiles. It was £98Bnost 36years age-that Hinch exposed Michael

Glennon, a man who had already been jailed for the rape of a young girl anidewheent on to

abuse children within the church. The church co\
Ridsdale and several other prolific paedophile priestdikith said in 2012:

I make no apology for attacking those ceups year after year, datbe after decade.

Derryn wanted to see the offenders jailed for good-fBastaird almost four decades and we are still
fighting for the same message, attacking the eopsrof child sexual abuse, but this time it is not the
church, it is successive stg@vernments in Victoria. A lot of progress has been made over the years,
which is great, but there is still some way to go. An apology would be a fitting next step.

That brings me to today. Where do we begin? When you think of a primary school, | grausure
picture a playground and kids running around having fun, laughter, your favourite teacher, reading
books and so on. When the survivors of sexual assault at Beaumaris think of their primary school, they
see an institution that failed them. They getifigsl of guilt, shame and anxiety from an institution
which led their lives down a path of depression, drug and alcohol addiction, crime and other complex
mental health challenges. It was not a playground. To them it was hell.

Earlier this year | met a suver, Glen, who was abused at Beaumaris Primary. He told me one of the
hardest things he has had to grapple with in his journey is that he has never received an apology for
the sex offending that took place at the school. Not just that, but in someaaseted paedophiles

and in other cases offenders who were known to the principal, the teaching staff and members of the
community kept offending. | could not believe it was true at first. However, upon investigation | found
out it was entirely true.

The Mctorian government has never apologised for the atrocities that took place not just at Beaumaris
but at all government schools. Scott Morrison made an apology post the royal commission in 2018,
and most other states have apologised since then. In Tasewn@dentally, they are currently
conducting a commission of inquiry as they realised the royal commission was limited in scope. The
government and its departments were being flooded with new stories and lawsuits, and so the inquiry
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began. | anticipat¢he Victorian story is the samehat the royal commission did not properly
investigate abuse in government institutions given its focus on religious bodies. Victoria had the
Betrayal of Trust inquiry in 2013 in this place, but it did not look at governargahisations. The

ACT, Queensland and Victoria are the only states that have never apologised. So what are we asking
the state government to apologise for? As | mentioned, the abuse that took place in health facilities,
prisons and youth detention butegominantly schools was abhorrent. More importantly to the
survivors, it was the systemic shuffling of alleged and convicted paedophiles which enabled more
children to have their innocence taken away from them.

Russell Jackson, a journalist with the AB@stspoken to over 1@Qirvivors of government sexual

abuse from the bayside area alone. He estimates conservatively that there are wenads in

that area. Of the 1638pplications made to the national redress scheme about abuse in government
setthgs, 318 were from government schools. This is in addition to the many private civil claims made.
We are potentially talking about thousands of children who have never had their experience recognised
by the institution that allowed their abuse to takegplac

My office has spoken to one of &Brvivors from one perpetrator in the western region of Hamilton

and Ballarat. | am sure 12 is a conservative number, but it demonstrates that this is so much bigger
than any of us could simply imagine. Further, mantho$e who were abused will never be able to
share their story because they are no longer here with us. This is why an apology is so necessary.
Offenders who sue the state can often get a direct apology as part of their settlement, but what about
those whacannot afford to sue? What about those who have committed suicide or died young due to
the effects of their abuse?

Trevor Foster was abused at Beaumaris Primary School. He is no longer with us. He went on to have
a |life impacted bcyortohnee rofsf ernedpionrgt. cToruelvdo rnost concl |
it was not a very nice way to go. lan Walker is another one who | have spoken about before, and his
sister Karen carries on his legacy and is admirably fighting for change. There are manytathers w
have died in their darkest moments, inevitably due to their abuse. They and their families deserve an
apology just as much. At Beaumaris the offenders included Gary Mitchell, his brelénerDarrell

Ray and Graham Steele, and there are allegati@issaddavid McGregor and othefEhis was a

sizeable chunk of the teaching staff, so helpless children could not escape it. In fact some of these
abusers infiltrated the local little league clubs to continue their offending. One survivor recounts that
the coaches would offer to drop the boys off to their homes after training and everyone would fight
for the back seat. You can only imagine why. They would get told off by their parents for coming
home all muddy, but they could not tell their parents the nethsy did not shower at the clubrooms.

The teachers in some instances abused their victims in front of the entire class. There was no discretion.
| will not speak to the specifics of their abuse because we have some survivors here with us in the
gallery and | think that it is unnecessarily retraumatising. | will just place on the record that the abuse
was horrific.

Gary Mitchell has been sentenced in 1996, 1999, 2000, 2005 and 2018. | do not think that will be the
last time he sees a courtroom, either. doroadly across the education system these sex offenders
include Brian Sword, a principal who worked at many schools including in Bendigo. In 1999 his
victims reported their abuse to police and he then committed suicide. | think it is safe to saypimat | h

he is rotting in hell.

Vincent Reynolds was reported against by a parent
psychiatrist said at the time:

It was absolutely.. stupid sending you back to the classroom because you will justfkeep o

offending against children. He went on to teach at a new school in 1981. He then got to teach at four
more schools following this. In 1992 he was finally charged and convicted for offending against
14boys and he received a $3@0 fine. In 2019 he was diged with 42offences against 3hild
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complainants aged between just five angdas old. He got nine years rparole and the victims
got a lifetime of pain and trauma.

Bob Morris taught at Cranbourne and Ringwood primary schools and across westeriarVic

country schools between 1966 and 1980. Several reports were made by parents and, in one case we
know about, to a senior department employee. Morris kept on teaching and kept on abusing children.
Ri ght s i dMehadl Magazdnilsasd:

e v e mpolige became involved in 1978 and charged Morris, he was acquitted, but he was sent back to
teaching and immediately resumed offending.

The Education Department shuffled a paedophile from school to school for years, effectively supplying a
child abusewith new victims year after year.

More tragedy could not be spoken.

In my region Gerard Coffey, the brother of the disgraced Bryan Desmond Coffey, taught at Forest
Street Primary School in Wendouree, Kent Road Primary School, Urguhart Primary Schiiatanh Ba
and apparently also within the education department itself. He was tried in 1972 and found not guilty.
The 12young female victims were labelled liars, and he kept on teaching. One survivor tells me:

It’s sad that we | us tekidse.rfe the Educstienl Departmend to shift he we we
paedophiles around was just disgraceful.

To top off all of this, when whispers were going around the school grounds and to senior staff and
principals about the abuse, some teachers were sent to thioeddgartment into what was known

as the paedophile room. Some were then given references of some sort, because they ended up
teaching at schools later on. In the case of Darrell Ray, he taught at Tucker Road primary in Moorabbin
from 1967 to 1970 and¢h for five years at Beaumaris Primary School and one year at Mount View
Primary School in Glen Waverley. He was then charged with public indecency in 1978 and was
sentenced to three months jail, but he went on to teach at a school for intellectudéy disidren

at Rossbourne School for close to two decades after, and | cannot imagine what happened in all those
years. Itis just incomprehensible. One prominent child sex abuse lawyer said to me:

It is just rampant. There are so many examples of teagbirg unheeded by principals. They are every bit
as bad as the Catholic Church was in that day.

In true fitting with their deplorable character, some of these sex offenders changed their name or the
spelling of their name so they would be untracedft.on that note | did announce today that if we

are reelected in November | will establish an inquiry into child sexual abuse within government
institutions, particularly schools. That is my promise here to survivors across the state.

Something that | dticannot comprehend is that after all these men and women have been abused in
an institution that was supposed to be keeping them safe, the government is not complying with their
own guidelines when dealing with each civil claim. The Attor@eyeral hatold this place that she
expects all government departments to comply with the guidelines, but the reality is they are not. They
say it is a big accusation to make, and | agree, but it is not coming from us, it is not coming from me,
it is coming directlyfrom those who deal with the government on these cases.

As an example, | have had numerous lawyers tell me that when they are representing survivors suing

the state, the mandatory mediation hearing seven months before trial is taken as a joke. Apparently t

government solicitors come unprepared, not in good faith and without any preparation to negotiate
fairly. I n the words of Judy Courtin, a senior so
you’'re not going to’  negotiate, why are you here?

In terms of other newompliance, they often unnecessarily drag out court proceedings. Many lawyers
observe that they do this to either get the survivor to buckle and accept a low offer or withdraw their
case. One lawyer stated that they will drag ftumiil the last minute before a trial. They said that the
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day or week before trial the government lawyers buckle. They said they know the true value of the
claim and that sometimes the state is not too bad but at other times they fight to the death.

In acall to my office last week it was made clear by the government that they do not accept that their
departments and solicitors have been acting in this way. To that | say: listen to those working in this
space. The rebuttal that breaches may be accidergal admission that breaches are occurring.
Further, it is not just a few lawyers that | have spoken to. It is a consistent story from four separate law
firms, and it was published in thgelast year, so it is not new.

So what is the effect of the abus®l the arduous court process on the victim? In their words, they do

not know how to regulate emotion. Some have resorted to drugs and alcohol, some push away people
they love, some have thought about suicide regularly since their abuse and some prisamp kFor

example, Rod Owen, a very talentedida footballer, celebrated his 2Qtniversary of getting out

of prison last Wednesday. This stint was caused by the abuse that he had suffered in a number of
institutions, including a government sch@iffice to say we are all very proud of the corner that Rod

has turned and the help that he is providing others.

| really do not look forward to hearing the government talk about how they have done enough for
historical child sex abuse survivors withoatmmitting to the apology today. Because actions do
speak louder than words, that is absolutely true, but if you cannot apologise are you really doing all
you can for survivors and their recovery? This is about acknowledging what happened and the
magnitudeof how successive state governments have failed these children. The government speaks
about how there is litigation on foot, so it cannot comment. | would say that is a double standard.
Puffing Billy survivor Justin Drew was suing the state at the timgdliernment made an apology to

him and other railway survivors in November 2019. He said the apology means the govamment a

... accepting liability, which they didhyears agdHopefully well get it sorted out and | can get on with life.
It will be a weght off my shoulders

They deserve that apology. Today we are talking about hundreds of children in government schools

who have never had an apology, and the gover nme
everyone tries tohsayissYeupoki jusal makl ngoul d sa
to work with the Premier’s office since May on th
| said anything in this place. It was only made public because we were being stonewalled.

We have now had over five meetings and constant contact with their office to try and see how things

could be progressed and what we can do to assist, but to no commitment. The member for Bentleigh

in the other place has known about this issue since Juaenssve may be on the nose, despite our

best intentions. This is not for me, by the way.
victim-survivors of childhood sexual abuse and their families, nothing more and nothing less.

| wish it did nothave to be raised today, because | was hoping this would be the day when the apology
could take place, but we are here. Being a former sexual offences and child abuse investigation team
detective and having interviewed many survivors of all ages, gosristhing extremely important to

me and | hope the government can do this.

There are several people here today in the gallery, upstairs, that | would like to acknowledge. Glen,
Lyn, Rick, Marita, Helen and Brian, thank you very much for coming here te@aler today we

had Rod, Tim, Terri and Judy Courtin, of course. Hopefully | have not missed anybody out up there,
but I really appreciate them coming in today. They are incredibly brave and they represent themselves
not only as victirssurvivors but alsas family members and advocates speaking on behalf of victim
survivors who are no longer with us. Your bravery is to be commended, and your advocacy is
remarkable. | thank you. Without your bravery, this abhorrent behaviour would not be known about
and theoffenders would still be among us, continuing to perpetuate violence against innocent people.

I would also like to thank Russell Jackson of the ABC, who has done the most incredible investigative
journalism on this issue. Your perseverance and friendshige survivors has been immeasurable.
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Also thank you to Shannon Deery and Mark Santomartino for sharing their stories to bring others
forward too. But a special thanks to Glen for bringing this injustice to my attention, and | am sure my
jaw dropped tohe floor when | was told there would be no apology. | cannot imagine how this has
made you all feel, and | hope you do get one because, frankly, it is the least you deserve. If it does not
happen, still know that you have been part of the change, anlll dbittaat you should be bloody

proud.

In what could be one of my final speeches in this pldckope not, of course, but anything can

happer-I j ust want to say that | am proud of the pe:
Party has stood for. ¥Maxwell and | have only been here for one term, but | feel like we have

achieved a great deal, especially for the victims of crime, and | hope we find ourselves back in this

place in the next term, because there is so much more to do, including oattlis @n that note, |

commend this motion to the house.

Mr LEANE (Eastern Metropolitan-Minister for Commonwealth Games Legacy, Minister for
Veteran¥(15:02: Can | first up say that having listened to ®himley on some of the historic horrible
events that he outlined in his address to us and some of the individuals irvebrad of the
perpetrators-1 completely agree with him. | am not a religious person, so | do not believe in heaven
and hell, but if | am wrong and there is a hell, | hopeghmople are burning in hell. | seriously do
hope they are burning in hell. | cannot think of a more evil thing that anyone could have perpetrated
on a child. It is absolutely appalling. | have been in this house a while, and we have had a number of
debate around similar issues. It always puts us all back. Whether a member of the government,
whether a minister in the government or whether in opposition, all of us in here are humans, and |
think we are all good humans. We cannot comprehend what some yepig would have gone
through—children. Of course, whether a member of the government-ermetbeing a minister of
the government-we feel enormous sorrow for what those people went through. | am not going to
pretend to comprehend it. | do my best to cahpnd what they have had to deal with since then in
their adult lives. As | said, | am not going to even pretend to be able to comprehend what they have
had to deal with in their lifetimes, being the victims of evil people that were in a place of trust wit
their families. It is just appalling.

The opposition and the government do not always acknowledge good work, but | applaud the Liberal
Nationals for theBetrayal of Trusteport, released when they were in government. | think it might
have been Premi@aillieu who championed and led it. | absolutely applaud them for that. | think that
was a trigger for a royal commission; | really think it was. | think that was a sign of leadership from
the government of the day, and as | said, | cannot applaud theghdrtbink we may have been to

some degree naive about the extent of these horrible criminal acts back then. | think we might have
been a bit naive as to their extent. We did not really understand how widespread this was and how
many of these evil peopthere were. | think we were naive about what institutions these criminals
were acting in and how widespread the amount of evil activity was. We have not always known the
extent. | will give credit to the Baillieu government of the time. A series of gostisnand our
government have grappled with good intent to try to do the right thing by these people, and we will
continue to do that with all good intent. We commit to that. | am sureBfalbin is a minister in a

couple of months time, he will be doingthame thing on behalf of his government. | will not say we
have tried; it been a partisan effort to do the right thing by these people whose lives have been shattered
by evil—the worst type of human beings. | cannot even comprehend that someone duatie e t

| thank MrGrimley and everyone in this chamber. | do not think it is jusGkimley; | think there

have been a number of people. | know over the yeafSirtvirhas been very vocal about how evil

these people are and how they should be treakenle Tare members of the opposition, members of

the government and members of the crossbemeany people have been vocal. | understand the
government of the day has responsibility, but the Parliament does as well. | think these debates are
important. We alheed to strive together and have good intent. We in no way can take away what
happened. We have not got time machines. We wish we did. We cannot take away what happened,
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but | think we all can have the best intent to acknowledge, support and do whateaerfor people

that have found themselves victims of these evil-elivas going to say human beings; | do not
know what they are-betrayers of such terrible, terrible acts, which | know none of us in here can
comprehend.

The ACTING PRESIDENT (Mr Bourma n): Before we go on, | would like to acknowledge the
presence of a former president, Bob Smith, in the gallery. Welcome.

Dr BACH (Eastern Metropolitgn(15:09): It is good to follow Minister Leane and NBrimley,
and | find myself in deepgreement with both of them. | would also like to acknowledge the presence
of numerous victirsurvivors with us today for this important debate. | wholeheartedly concur with
what MrLeane said. It is only over the very recent pasttually through processé¢hat MrLeane
spoke about-that we have come to even a superficial understanding of the ubiquity of some of the
appalling practices, unspeakable practices, that are the subjecBaf Mrml ey’ s mot i on.

| actually think as a former teacher myself, the danstate schoolteacher and the grandson of a state
school principal that there is something particularly evil about the perpetration of abuse by teachers
and other educators. | say that as somebody who is proudly supportive of our teachers and educators.

That is because as teachers and educators we have access to so much important information about the

children in our care. | was teaching $&ars ago, before | came into this place, and it was really
important for me in seeking to teach my yeédenglish tass effectively to have access to a whole
series of very personal pieces of information about the girls in my elaggesmation about their

mental health, information about their family status, information about whether they were going
through particulagender issues. So the idea that somebody in that position would use their significant
power over children and misuse the information that they had at their fingertips that was supposed to
be used to safeguard the wellbeing of young people first anddst@something uniquely horrific.

It is interesting MiGrimley talked about Rossbourne School. | went to a state school down the road
from Rossbourne School and knew some kids who started off at my school and went to Rossbourne.
Shane Kamsner, the pripei of Rossbourne, is a mate of mine. | used to work very closely with him.

He is a child psychologist. | have been to that school recently, and again there are vulnerable kids at
that school . My wife’' s for mer perhaving bepnafdundwa s
guilty of raping a child at his school. So | concur with what leline said, that | am afraid the sorts

of appalling crimes that we are talking about happen far, far too-efterainly historically they
happened more often. And théfr Grimley spoke about the kinds of practices that so many
institutions engaged in to cover up, shift people areym@ctices that were designed to protect
perpetrators rather than give justice to victims.

| appreciate what the minister said about theabtbe Liberals and Nationals in tBetrayal of Trust

report, but truth be told that report was so powerful because of the wonderful engagement of members
from all parties, most certainly members from the then Labor opposition and independent members as
well. | remember there were people who said

of Parliament should not be the ones to engage

the work of that report, as harrowing as it was, @aged out in such a strongly multipartisan way.

rece
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MrLeane is right, of course; most BetmypiTausts anal ysi

report. It was most certainly not a Liberal and Nationals achievement; it was an achievement of the
Victorian Parliament and something that was advocated for by so many victims and survivors which
then led to the royal commission.

I[take MrGr i ml ey’ s point, and | agree with his point

these discussionsi@buse in religious institutions, and that abuse is appalling. We know that, | am
afraid, historically—please God let us hope it does not still happen, certainly not to the extent that it
did—there were dreadful processes, criminal processes, in stittgions and state schools that
actively facilitated the ongoing abuse of so many children. | agree wiBriktitey that there has not

been the sort of focus on abuse in these settings that there has been in other settings, so | very much
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appreciate thepportunity to speak on this important motion. It has a huge amount to commend itself.
| think Mr Grimley, after listening as | know he has done to so many victims and survivors, is most
genuine in his desire to see better outcomes. We can do that wogdetttet, and like other members

| sincerely hope that | am here with Krimley and other members of this place post November to
continue that work together.

Ms TAYLOR (Southern Metropolitgn(15:19: Thank you to MiGrimley for bringing forward
this motion, and also thank you to members of the gallery who are here with us today. That is
incredibly brave, to say the least. | know that everyone here is determined for this to be very much a
collaborative and bipartisan space, as it really needs gnH that is the only way that the best possible
outcomes can be achieved in this space. | concur with all who have spoken here today that it is actually
excruciating to even contemplate the sheer betrayal of trust, because everewghiig student
shoud have the right to be able to turn up to school each day and expect that those in charge will
respect them in return and honour their boundaries and their right to be able to learn free from any
kind of untoward interference whatsoever. So to havertsit for want of a better wordand | do
not want to be presuming how different peopl e
hopefully go some way to encapsulating what that might be like. | am not here to presume what it is
like. Only those whdvave been through that would know authentically what that space is like.

| did not have a long career like you had,Bach, in teaching. | did teach for a brief period of time

and | can recall-and this debate is not about me and my teaching; | am gettimg poirt—my goal

each day was to make sure that | kept the class calm, that students had interesting work, that they
actually learned something, hopefully that they were happy and that they got something out of that
hour or whatever that | had withetim. To imagine any outcome other than that is horrifying to me as
someone who did have that position of trust when | was a teacher. As | say, it was only a year or so in
my life, but to contemplate that anyone could abuse the privilege of having thaf kimepice over

a room of young and vulnerable children is absolutely horrifying.

| can only imagine, and as | say, | have to imagine; | am not here to presume how different people
would experience that kind of betrayal and that kind of abuse. It is abus®)sly. | can only imagine

how one gets over that. How do you recover from that kind of extraordinarily pagnfidl | would

say also it must be incredibly confusing, because as you say you should be able to go to school or the
relevant learning instition with hope and with joy and with aspiration for a positive future. To have
that space completely, for want of a better word, destroyed, the space of trust and faith that you will
give your best that you can each day and have that returned and rdspéotathiember of authority

that is the teacher or otherwise in front of yethat should be the minimum that you should expect
from that experience. Learning about the horrifying things that have taken place and were never, ever
the fault of those who haexperienced the abusenever—there is no excuse for it. There is no excuse

for it, so | hope having this debate today one of the elements that may be born out of it is enhancing
the awareness and understanding of what vistimivors of abuse have beeroiigh.

Obviously there are many, many other very complex elements to this debate that are warranted, and
this is one of the many spaces where such things can be discussed in a very respectful way. But, yes,
it is horrifying to think of the extent and theepalence of it as well. | know this is not actually relevant

to this discussion here, but even from having friends and relatives who were victims of abuse the
prevalence is pretty shocking. | am not saying anyone in the chamber is not aware of tfzaty but |

just reflecting here as we have this debate. It is mortifying to think that there are those who have
severely crossed and betrayed the trust of vulnerable young people in our state, and certamly it has
be and is a priority to make sure that dog®mer happen again. | would say another relevant element

to this debate is also the preventative element of protecting children into the future, but also obviously
it is critical to be very ufront and frank about what has happenédio not think anyonéere is

resiling from what has happerednd to make sure that those who have been through such horrors
are absolutely believed, because there is nothing worse than having those kinds of traumatic
experiences not believed as such. | would have thouglis #iagolutely vital.
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The final point | was going to makeand it is further to a point that Minister Leane mad| think

as parliamentarians we would seek to come to the chamber with good intent every day for every
debate, but | think a debate of thisuratreally brings out that very human element and that most
vulnerable element that | would like to think we are relating to in this very sensitive moment that we
are having with this discussion in the chamber right now. Again | will thank all the g@atirivors

for coming here today. It is incredibly courageous, but | think it is certainly very much appreciated. |
would just like to say that authentically. | think, speaking for everyone here in the Pariament
although it is probably best that people $p&a themselves-that this discussion is absolutely
approached in earnest and with sensitivity and compassion for the extraordinary pain that so many
victim-survivors have been through, which they should never have had to go through. It is
extraordinarilyunfair, to say the least. | might leave my discussion there.

Mr BARTON (Eastern Metropolitgn(15:24: | rise to speak on the motion brought to this house
by Mr Grimley. This is very sad, this subject, and | want to thank you for coming heyeanda
sharing. An apology to those who have suffered abuse in government schools is appropriate, and it is
needed. We know how important an apology can be in acknowledging the unfair pain and suffering
experienced by victims and their families. It is netagys closure, but it goes a long way in making
victims feel heard and understood and loved. A public apology allows us to all agree that what
occurred was unacceptable and that we must always work to make sure that this does not happen again.
There is a pecedent for Victorian government apologies, and | can see no reason why this apology
cannot be done.

On the matter of governments and departments acting as a model litigant, | have some experience in
this. | have stood in this house multiple times andnded ministers and the Attorn€eneral of

their obligations to ensure departments are acting as a model litigant. Clearly this has fallen on deaf
ears. As the courts have firmly held since 1912 it is an expectation that the state and its agencies will
ad as a model litigart-that is, that they will act with propriety, fairly and to the highest professional
standards. In particular the model litigant guidelines also include that the state and its agencies are to
keep litigation costs to a minimum and tadeith claims promptly so as not to cause any unnecessary
delay. In my experience, when | consider Commercial Passenger Vehicles Victoria (CPVV) and the
Department of Transport, they have failed to meet all these obligations. After four years inxgourt, ta
and hire car families-some of the poorest peoplén the Supreme Court received a ruling for
Commercial Passenger Vehicles Victoria to hand over the requested documents arquepagi®0

of the families’ | egal f eadreneQaiiate. [yisolvious thaithee r t a x i
regulator was trying to run these families out of money. There is no doubt.

Not only is the CPVV trying to cripple families who have already faced discriminatory regulation

reforms in the CPVV, but this agencyshalso behaved questionably in other court battles. | am told

the regulator employs over RBwyers within their department, yet they have gone outside their

organi sation to spend big bucks on the government
after Victoria's privacy commi ssioner ruled in my
of-information request should be handed over for a trial in Geelong. Taxpayer money is being used by

the regulator merely to hide the outcomes of gsison trial that ran for eight weeks in 2020. With

such money involved to fight the privacy commi ss
was hiding at this trial. After multiple hearings at VCAT we have resolved the matter and most

documents werreleased. Imagine how many taxpayer dollars would have been saved if they had just

handed the information over, as they were required to do, in the beginning. This causes enormous

stress to those families, having to go through this. This is not tranepaféis is not accountability.

These are not the actions of a model litigant.

Onlyyesterday|sawtidger e port on the secretive nature of the
The Victorian information commissioner revealed that more FOI requests were lodged in Victoria

than in any other jurisdiction in Australia, including the Commonwealth. This isievédake. Clearly

this government and the bureaucracy have a lot they do not want released. In 2021 alone over
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42 000FOI requests were lodged in Victoria. This was a new record, and it is expected we will exceed
that record again. It comes down to thistiggtof information. Who is responsible for ensuring
departments behave as model litigants?

| thank MrGrimley for bringing attention to this issue. It is a very important issue. We need a
commitment from whoever is to hold government com&l@gember thathese departments will

meet their obligation to behave as model litigants and operate transparently and with integrity.
Certainly much needs to be done to bring the bureaucracy into line with community expectations. |
commend this motion to the house.

Mr McINTOSH (Eastern Victorin(15:30: | would like to start off by acknowledging everyone
here with us today. This is not as personal for me as it obviously is for some, but | grew up in Ballarat,
so all | can say is that my life and our commuhig been changed by the events that occurred over
many, many decades.

| will just start off by saying that | have recently joined the Parliament, and in my first speech | spoke
about the loss of a lot of mates. | have lost far too many mates for mytagsdbceworkers, and

one of those cavorkers | will not mention by name. | was a sparky. | worked on construction sites,

and there are some pretty tough guys on them. This guy had a big business and a lot of money and ran
a lot of blokes and had a nickna that was very bravado, and tragically he took his life. It only came

out later—what he had been through when he was yetand at the time we did not have any idea.

| have probably had more exposure to the stories of what has gone on particularly in the church than
many, as | have had family who have been in the priesthood and have fought a battle for a very, very
long time, for decades. And the cowgrs went on fodecades, and we know that now. | do not cry

very often in my life, but watching the movgpotlighta few years ago, it really got to me at the end

of the movie in the cinema.

There are a number of things | want to talk about on this, but perhaps lavtilvgh how much

admiration | have for survivors. It is sort of interestinge | | maybe ‘interesting’
word—but over time you become aware of more individuals and more families, and all | can speak to

is the courage or the resolve of peopho are survivors who are still with us. | am so thankful they

are because of the six or seven mates | have lost. | have got my suspicions about why they are not with

us, but I do not know that for sure. But | wish that they had either had the sugpertapacity to be

as incredible as those that are still with us. So | start off by paying absolute respect to survivors.

To those that are perpetrators, | try and disconnect myself from them as opposed to those that have
covered up and enabled them fomsany years. | am a lot less angry now than | used to be. | used to

be very, very angry. | am just glad that steps have been taken over the last decade-teaexpbse

am talking very much from a Ballarat perspective and of the church-+kerse of thosevho did so

much wrong. Because the way heels were dugiiom the knowledge | have, my understanding,
which | believe to be correct, and as we have heard so many repsefts 806 many decades and the
increased trauma that put into our communities jusglesgny mind. We are here and we believe in
equality and equal opportunity and access to equality in communities.

Somewhere like Ballarat has just had entire layers of damage put into it, and then there is the
subsequent drug abuse and alcohol abuse, va@niclsompletely understandable. That additionally

makes my blood beithat so much trauma, generational trauma, has been inflicted on a community

by people who were supposed to be doing exactly the opposite. So many people expected the best,

and the bestfaeligion and churches is very good. But the worst, as we have seen, has been atrocious,

and that has not only destroyed communities broadly, with the trauma in there, but it has also taken

away a |l ot of peopl e’ s f ai faith. Again,dve are tdlking abootf peopl e
these flowon effects. | am very mindful not to talk about flow effects because those who are

directly impacted are the people that we need to be directly mindful of.
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For me, | just hope that we never again see amytlie this inflicted on anyone, let alone on this sort

of scale and level. | hope that we never see it again and the lessons are learned that we cannot ignore
things like this that have gone on and have occurred. | think by doing so it has just sdlictedh

(a) suffering but (b) pain that never should have occurred. Itis very difficult to find any words that are
adequate, but | just want to say again how much respect | have. | wish everyone all the best.

Mr FINN (Western Metropolitan(15:39: First of all | would like to commend Mgrimley for
bringing this matter to the house today. It is, | would suggest, long overdue for this matter to be
addressed. Secondly, | would like to commend those brave individuals who are in the gallery today
commend them on their efforts. They want what | want, and that is justice. This Parliament is supposed
to be about justice. If we are not about justice, then nobody is about justice. This motion will bring a
degree—I do not say all but a degreef satisfadon with regard to justice in this particular matter. |
hope that that justice is delivered very soon, because it is long overdue.

| remember some years ago in the midst of the appalling revelations of abuse in religious schools a

police officersadtome ‘ Yes, this is bad, but wait until you
sector’ . He was not just talking about school s;
about a whole range of government institutions where child abuse, in hiswaswife and had been

rife for many, many years. You have got to realise that schools and, well, basically anywhere where
children gather are like a light on a hot night; they attract paedophiles like mosquitoes. As much as |

would like to whack the paeghiles like | whack the mosquitoes, we have to find a way to stop them

from abusing these kids. We have to find a way of exposing these creatures for what they are. We

have to find a way to stop them from getting near the kids. We have to find a waieofipg those

children. We cannot allow+if | use the word that | want to use | would probably be throws-out

these creatures. If we could find a way to siphon off these creatures, then | think we would go a long

way towards protecting these kids.

| spend great deal of my life, and have for a long time, fighting for chilgréar tiny children, but

children nonetheless. | am appalled by what | have discovered over recent years. As | have said in this
house often enough, | am ashamed of myself that | didoaally believe it to begin with. | thought

it was too horrific. | thought it was too far fetched to be true. Unfortunately what we have seen come
out over probably the last 3@ars is too much evidence to deny, and | fear what is coming, because |
think once we start investigating what has been going on in government institutions we are going to
see an enormous additional amount of some pretty horrific activity.

The pain and the suffering of children, of their parents and of their siblizngd the flowon effect,

as MrMclntosh spoke of a minute ago, through their families and through their friends. | have spoken
in the past of a good mate of mine at school who, about a year after we finished up, shot himself. He
and | had been together at Rupertswodglinbury at schoetboth boarders. | had no idea what was
going on. They left me right alone, which is a good thing in my view. But there were others who were
abused horrifically. Some of the teachers that | had at sehpi@sts, if you do not minetare stil in

jail. May they rot in jail, and once they have finished in jail, may they rot irHtledit is my view.

Some of these priests were great actors. They should have been in Hollywood. The front that they put
up—»but at the same time they were committioghe of the most evil acts imaginable. They would
teach you about the faith one day; then that night they would be abusing th@kidsnbelievable.

It took me a very, very long time to come to grips with that, | have to say, and | am not sure that | have
completely done that yet. The fact is that | had friends, | had schoolmates, who were being abused at
the same time | was living with them. We were sleeping in the same dormitory together. You know,
we were as close as you could possibly be to other hioenags. They were being abused and nobody
knew about it. Nobody could protect them. Nobody could stop what we did not actually know was
happening. It was an extraordinarily dreadful experience, a dreadful feeling. When | found out what
was going on | fela sense of guilt, in fact, that | had not known and was not able to do anything to
stop it. And that guilt, | have to say, still lingers with me. It might be misguided, | do not know, but it

is there nonetheless.
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| am very hopeful that this motion is padgoday. | believe the victisurvivors, those here today and

those outside of this building, deserve an apology from the state. | can understand that the state would

not want to declare liability because they would probably find themselves in coting Fadt is they

are liable. This happened in government institutions. Governments control these places. Governments
employedthepeopleand | wuse t he t er m—thermeaiupet whb committey , very |
these crimes. Governments employed thenpaadi d t h e m. It i s the governmen
of the reasons | came into Parliament was to make government responsible for what it did on a whole

range of fronts, and this is most surely one where they should.

Whether it be the Andrews governmetiie Guy government or any other government after

26 November, whichever government it is, one of the first things they should do in the next term is to
apologise on behalf of the government to the victims of this abuse. | think that is just so important fo

the mental health of those who have been abused to know that they at least have a government which
accepts that they are telling the truth and they have been telling the-tbethuse a lot of kids,

whether it be in government institutions or schoolserl i gi ous school s, were tol
stupid. Of course that didn’'t happen’. Well kB it
we as a society, we as a community, accept that they were not lying, that they were tetiirly the

and that we put, figuratively, an arm around them and hold them and let them know that we are on

their side. The government should apologise.

d
d

Mr BOURMAN (Eastern Victoria(15:48: | rise to give my thoughtson M&r i ml ey’ s mot i on.
Obviousy | support it. My experience of dealing with paedophiles was that | struggled to treat them
as people, and Marimley will know what | am talking about. We were doing the same thing for a
while. It was child protection services back when | did it. llyed not know how you did it in the
sexual offences and child abuse investigation tédnGrimley. | could not have done it without
getting myself in jail. Very early on | learned that these people might look like people, they might look
human, they mighact human sometimes, but they were not. | have stepped in things that have been
better than them, and yet they all thought that they had done nothing wrong. That was the thing |
struggled with most. But fortunately | managed to get through my time witbog anything to them
that they deserved.

Whilst I am not religious in any way, | am a bit Old Testament in what | think punishment should be,

and | think our legal system has a lot to answer for, particularly in sentencing. Finding people guilty

is onething; putting them away forever, which is what most of them desewenore—is another.

Not hing makes my blood boil more than watching
something like this. There was a recent one where someone assaultedahteigkiweekold baby,

and they ended up with their sentence reduced for some reason. As the fatheyedieoglaughter

in my later years, | will give fair notice that if anyone touches her they will not have to worry about

the legal system.

But getting back to business, funnily enough this year some news came out, or | finally found it out,
about Beaumaris Primary School in the 1980s. As it turns out, | ended up at Beaumaris high school in
the early 1980s after moving to Melbourne. Beaumarisigarb that is affluent, leafy

Mr Davis: A very good suburb.

Mr BOURMAN : It is a very good suburb, Mpavis. Unfortunately the primary school had
paedophiles there. | was at the high school, to be fair, but | knew nothing abeutrtheworld was
fine. Whilst | was never interfered with in any way, people very close to me were. Maybe that
influenced my thoughts later on in my various careers.

The covetups are what bothers me. It is not the cayes when someone is complicit in the act, the
crime; itis the covetups to hide embarrassment, whether it is institutional or personal. That is probably
the most disgusting thing | have ever heard. It is not just going to the religious things where priests
were moved around to try and keep them out of thekifee public; | am sure that happened with
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some of the paedophile schoolteachers too. But w
someone has done something like that and they try and cover it up? Despite having parliamentary

privilege | still hae to watch my mouth in this place, because | would have to retract some of the

things | would say.

lamgoingtogoto MGr i ml ey’ s moti on, and there is a l|lot o
thousand times. Let us go to the national redress sckrmé39applicants, 318 have successfully
claimed redress, and that is not counting the people that sued. Being a model litigant actually should
be critical to a government. There are other instances where | know they have been model litigants,
and to berank it has got nothing to do with this sort of thing. But it annoys-itney can be model

litigants in winning cases against interest groups, then they can be model litigants for people that have
suffered personal attacks in government institutionsy Tha do the right thing; it is not that hard. |

was listening to MBarton talking about his things with the taxi industry. Unfortunately it is not just
aimed at these people, it is a problem that the government look at. In fact I am pointing at ©oth side
really, opposition and government, because at times they will be either. It is something they need to
do. They need to keep an eye on it.

When a government is formed, the government takes responsibility for the people. It governs for the

people, and iprovides services. Like any service provider, it has a degree of responsibility, and that
responsibility is that you can go to school and not get attacked by a pervert. When these things happen

and we find out down t h e pohsibilityeq deal witlketimat properlyite t he gov
deal with that expeditiously and to deal with that fairly. No amount of money will make up for the

harm that people received. | am deliberately not looking at the people behind me because | struggle

with these tgs—their strength, | think, is monumental. But | get so angry at how these people were

attacked for doing nothing, that these people were attacked in a government institution and that they

are now struggling to get some form of redress.

Obviously I am suporting this motion, but | would like to think that an apology will be given. We

have apologised for all sorts of things in this place, and if being attacked by a pervertin a government
institution is not worthy of an apology, then what is? Really, v#tattineeds to be done. It is only

fair. Basically the government needs to comply with its own guidelines and let these people repair
themselves as best they can and get further away from the hell that was supposed to be their childhood.

Sitting suspended3.55 pm until 4.15 pm.

Dr KIEU (South Eastern Metropolital6:15: | rise with a heavy heart to speak to the motion
moved by MiGr i ml ey from Derryn Hinch’'s Justice Party a
abuse. In a society such assowe fully expect that we are able to protect against and provide redress
for the most hideous and horrific of crimes, those being perpetrated against children in our society.
The perpetrators should be and must be prosecuted to the full extent of.thenlgself and the
Victorian government fully condemn any act of abuse against children. Those victims of child sexual
abuse have to endure a lot of sufferinguma and difficulties in life. Some people who were victims
are no longer with us, and thos@avsurvived certain abuses have to learn to live with-terg
effects from their childhood to their adolescence to their adulthood with all the emotional distress, with
all the mental issues and physical health issues, with their personal relationghifik gheir intimate
relationships. They can never get over and away from what happened to them early in life. And not
just them—their families, their partners, their siblings and all those around them also suffer the long
term effects and the traumasttheir loved one had to go through. The impact of this trauma is
something that our government recognises, acknowledges and has actively sought to address.

Through the federal government’'s Royal Commi ssi ol
Abuse we have heard absolutely horrific accounts of the abuse of children by adults who were
entrusted with their care. The federal government

a light on the scope of abuse and provided a valuable pldtiosictims to have their stories heard,
considered and listened to. In the scope of reform, we the government welcomed the release of the
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royal commi ssion’s final report in December 2017
response we comited to taking the responsibility to make sure no child would be failed again and

that the needs of survivors would be prioritised going forward. Every year we continue to report on

our progress on the recommendations coming out of the royal commissidraandabled and

published four consecutive annual reports on the progress of our implementation of the royal
commi ssion’s recommendati ons.

It has been excellent to see that the new federal government has already affirmed their support for the
national redess scheme, with the Minister for Social Services announcing a substantial amount in
grant funding to boost support services available to victims, which will godiff@&nt organisations

that provide redress support services to victims. The Victgoaarnment was one of the very first

states to opt in to the national redress scheme for institutional child sexual abuse. Our work in
implementing the recommendations of the royal commission builds on thgefivgorogram of

reform to implement the reconendations of the landmark Victorian parliamentary inquiry into the
handling of child abuse by religious and other-gomernment organisations, which returned the
Betrayal of Trusteport in 2013. We have implemented all 15 of the recommendations of the inquiry

of 2013, including new criminal offences for the grooming of a child with intent to commit child
sexual abuse and a failure to disclose offence, which places a positiatiabln adults to report to

police where they have reasonable doubt and believe that a sexual offence has been committed. We
also implemented as a criminal offence a failure to protect, which requires people within organisations
who know of risks of chiléexual abuse to remove or reduce the risks.

In 2015, furthermore, we became the first jurisdiction in Australia to completely remove the statute of
limitations for civil claims founded on child abuse, throughltimitation of Actions Amendment

(Child Abuse)Act 2015 This means victirsurvivors are now able to sue organisations responsible

for the abuse they endure regardless of how long ago the abuse took place. This was a critical reform,
particularly given that many of the instances of abuse wereitéttand the prolonged impact that

they have had on those victsarvivors. From September 2019 @igildren Legislation Amendment

Act 2019 commenced, allowing courts to set aside a prior judgement or settlement in respect of
damages for child abuse ifgtjust and reasonable to do so. As recently as the end of last year further
legislation was passed to support victims and their families and the loved ones of the victims of sexual
offending to have greater autonomy and control over sharing their vearaatia victim impact
statement.

In a society such as ours we have rights and the expectation to protect our most vulnerable, our weakest

and our children, so recoghni Playadforvictimsiscruziblly t hat go
i mportant, as are the actions taken to ensure tha
children entrusted into state care or{gmwernment care are better, and always, protected. With that,

I would liketo end my contribution and to acknowledge the suffering and trauma of not just the victim

survivors but also their families and what their loved ones have had to go through as a result of what
happened to them in their childhood.

Mr MELHEM (Western Metrogplitan) (16:29: | also rise to speak on the motion by Ghimley
in relation to the victims of child sexual abuse. In doing so | just want to say at the outset that first and
foremost our government unequivocally condemns any act of abuse elgitdineh, and particularly
that which occurred within institutional settings. These horrible things have been occurring for many
decades. It is abhorrent that any child is abused, particularly in an institutional organisation, whether
it is a church or government institution. More, as a governmeas members of Parliament, as
members of governmentwhen these children are under our care we owe it to them to make sure they
are safe and they are not subjected to any abuse. Unfortunately these abusesasieand for one
reason or the other were not dealt with properly over the years and the perpetrators got away with it.
But the victims of these abuses have to suffer with that. Their families have to suffer, and they have to
carry that throughout thdives, and that is not acceptable.
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Absolutely every government, every Premier, evenapologise even for things that were not
necessarily committed under our watch but were committed 20, 30, 40, 5@earé@go. | think an
apology is absolutely importa My understanding is that the Premier has apologised, and we all
apologise, for these horrible crimeand | call them crimes-committed against children, innocent
people, who were in our care. Obviously that is not acceptable.

As a father, | do not watttat to happen to my children. | have got adult children now, but my children
went to school in the early days, and | do not want their children to be subjected to the same thing. The
point of this motion is to deal with how we can say to the victimsabaire sorry that we let them

down, that our predecessors let them down, butadsal | think it is importart-they want us to

make sure that it does not happen again. That is part of it as well. | think there is-enalighever

enough, | suppose, buttte are a lot of changes that have occurred, particularly under the Andrews
Labor government over the past eight years. PoRdlyal Commission into Institutional Responses

to Child Sexual Abusa lot of changes have been made and implemented resuimdtfe royal
commission, and | am sure there are more to come.

| am sure we do not have a perfect system going forward, but | think it is important to recognise that

a lot of work has been done in that space to make sure we address these issues eans; the y

making sure victims are looked after and making sure that they are able to put their evidence and put

pressure on the state to make sure we are a model Jitighsolutely. | think the first thing is we

should not be going out thereand that washie biggest problem in the past, about how we said no

and how we stopped people from advancing their <c
you', and then we go through that. | think the Pr
in that space, and | think that is the right approach to go about that. So definitely we should be a model

litigant, and my understanding is we have made a lot of changes to actually reflect that.

Inthelast4 econds | have | w 0; lidelgve you.d think thia goyernmdnt am wi t h
will continue working with the Hinch Justice Party and other-MBgy representativeto make sure

we get it right and we continuously improve our response in addressing the issues you are going

through and make sutigat you are given the support you need and importantly make sure that it does

not happen ever again in the 6rimkeyferbrindingttis ct or i a’
motion to the house.

Mr GRIMLEY (Western Victoriq (16:30: This motion is about two things: firstly, an apology
for those children who were abused in government institutions, in particular schools; and also an
assurance that the government will adhere to model litigant guidelines. Unfortunately today | have
heard veryittle from the government in relation to these issues, apart from wheteMem just said
then. | would just like to point out, Mrielhem, that the Premier has never apologised for any abuse
suffered by children in government institutions. In 2006 Pre8tieve Bracks apologised to children
that were in Department of Human Services care for their abuse, but there has been nothing for the
children that were in government schools. No apology has been made whatsoever by any Premier of
any government in Victia.

Thank you to those who have spoken on this motion, in particuBadr for his personal experiences
as a teacher. | do concur. As a teacher myself, | know what he is talking abBaitd/ir spoke on
the personal experiences with model litigantstesa that he has gone through. | thankFivin for
elaborating on his personal experiences.

Most importantly, thank you to the people up there in the gallery. They have displayed incredible
patience today. They have been here all day, from the mornihgghitnow. We have had a few

delays, but they have stuck thick and fast, and | thank them. A few have had to go home for various
reasons, and | thank them as well. Patience is a virtue. Although there has been no commitment made
today by the governmeirt the chamber, by the sound of it, which is disappointing, if anybody can
have patience, it is people like you. So regardless of what happens from today, we will continue to
fight and box on and make sure that that apology does come.
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Just on that note,do note that Premier Andrews said in a press conference a few weeks ago that it

was not the right time to make a statement or <co
around that time and that he would have more to say in due course. Today liagithathe has

said that he would work with victims of crime and look into the issue. Well, | have got to say: victims

of crime, victimsurvivors of childhood sexual abuse, do not need any more looking into the issue. All

right? They just want an apolodye further went on to say that today is not the day for him to expand

on that but that that day may well come.

My question is: why wait? Why are we waiting a single day longer for this apology to come? | have
said it before and | will say it again: an &uy costs absolutely nothing. An apology is a regretful
acknowledgement of the failures of the system. That is what it is. But it means so much to victim
survivors, their families and the families of deceased victims, like | have said many, manyjtishes. |

do not understand why the delay and why the reluctance to commit to making an apology. | just do
not understand why the Premier cannot at his next press conference stand in front of the people of
Victoria and apologise on behalf of successive goventsmier the failures in looking after the
children who were supposed to be taken care of in government schools. | urge the Premier to make
that commitment, to make the apology, and | also urge the government to ensure that the model litigant
guidelines arbeing adhered to. On that note, | commend the motion.

Motion agreed to.
Business of the house
NOTICES OF MOTION
Mr GRIMLEY (Western Victoriq(16:349: | move:
That the consideration of notice of motion, general businessh&@dstponed tihlater this day.
Motion agreed to.
Bills
ENERGY LEGISLATION A MENDMENT (TRANSITION FROM COAL) BILL 202 2
Second reading
Debate resumed on motion of Dr RATNAM:
Thatthebill be now read a second time.

Ms SHING (Eastern Victoria—Minister for WaterMinister for Regional Development, Minister
for Equality) (16:35: | always rise in this place to talk about the transition away frorrficedlpower
toward a renewable energy future with a sense of both optimism and frustration. On the dbaethand
optimistic because of the work that has been undertaken by our government in introducing and indeed
passing the Victorian renewable energy target. On that same hand | am also heartened by the work
that has been done and continues to be done to kritayvard meeting and indeed exceeding our
renewable energy targets and objectives. One of the things, though, I find difficult when | think about
the work that has been done and the work that is underway is the fact that for the Greens it is never
enough.The fact that it is never enough is based on a pretty narrow world view of the way in which
our state operates, the way in which our communities live and work, the way in which our
infrastructure functions and indeed the demands and pressures occasi@nedntylete lack of
coordination as it relates to a national energy policy.

| know as a regional member the work that it takes to bed down social licence, to provide support,
encouragement and incentives to achieve net zero targets and indeed the vgoeqiliadd to make

sure that communities are in a position to realise the benefits and the outcomes that are generated by
their changed behaviour and by their, and indeed our, collective acknowledgement of not just the
importance of climate changenot just manmade, humaentred climate changebut the
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importance of innovation in renewable energy technology, of reduction in the use of energy and indeed
making sure that the future that we craft today is based on a mix of energy resources that deliver a
future that provides jobs, economic growth and certainty of supply and can fit within an overall matrix
of a network and of transmission that links us all up around the country.

| am heartened and | am optimistic about that work when | look at the list bhaghbeen achieved

around this state. As a regional member, as a member in this place who represents the Latrobe Valley,
| look to what has happened in that particular part of the world, my particular part of the world across
Eastern Victoria Region, ahdee that we have come so far since the construction of thodeembal

power stations decades ago. This has not been a journey that has been all smooth sailing. In fact
nothing could be further from the truth. What we saw in the development and inzation of

these coalired power stations was a reliance upon a single source of energy output. Spread across the
Latrobe Valley, for example, Loy Yang A and B, Yallourn and Hazelwood were the nexus of power
generation for the state of Victoria and indiéar the national grid as it relates to the eastern seaboard.
What we also then saw following the privatisation of the State Electricity Commission of Victoria in
the 1990s was a range of consequences which causeddhing devastation and occasionagle

effect that continues today. We saw the SECV go from employing@@@ntices every year to its
complete cessation. We saw thousands of people lose their jobs. We saw people leave the Latrobe
Valley, people lose money, people put their investmatdsenterprises that did not succeed locally
because there was no consumer spending. We have seen the consequences of that set of decisions
continue to play out across the valley today. And this is where the hard work of transition and
development realljurns to become a priority, not just in environmental terms, not just in economic
terms but in social terms, in geographic terms, in terms of health and wellbeing.

When | think about the transition work that is being undertaken in the Latrobe Valleparkdabout

when | walked through the streets of Morwell in 2014 when the mine was on fire, when the air was
thick with smoke, when the open cut glowed red, | think about the fact that governments have a lot of
work to do alongside industry to make suratteconomies and communities are taken care of, that
environments and futures are taken care of.

Fastforward to today; fasforward to that hard work taking root in transition and in development.
Fastforward to more than $illion invested across theatrobe Valley region directed toward the
achievement of transition and development. | will tell anybody here and | will tell anybody in the other
place and indeed anybody in the community that this work continues but it is not yet done. We have
construction sites and projects that have been completed. We havebplseg initiatives and
improvements to infrastructure. We have better health care than ever before. We have a range of
opportunities through free TAFE, through vocational training and educattomgys, new campuses

and job opportunities, but we still have so far to go.

When we think about the way in which we need to turn our minds to a greater uptake of renewable
energy, | want to also confirm that | agree wholeheartedly with the need for himeip | agree
wholeheartedly with the need to achieve our targets that face the reality tHaedgadwer lacks the
investment attraction appetite that was until relatively recently a key driver in investment in this sort
of infrastructure globallyThat has ground to a halt, and in Victoria it is grinding to a halt.

We have negotiated in relation to Yallourn power station a sga@mnotice period prior to cessation

of production in 2028. This is the longest notice period of anywhere in Austraiav not done

this because we wish to pay-prvice to the importance of tackling climate change. We have done
this because we know full well that without proper planning a transition cannot be effective. It cannot
provide the assistance, the engagentie followthrough, the support and indeed the momentum for
affected workers and their families and for the communities within which they live.

We know that Yallourn will also build a largeeale battery on site as it moves through that notice
period—300 kilowatts, huge. We also know that off the coast of Gippsland, the Star of the South
project, in prime position for offshore wind generation, is working through a set of conversations with
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the state government and indeed the Commonwealth governmentitiegthat better mix of energy
resources, harnessing some of the cleanest and best and most reliable energy generation of all. We
know also that our work to provide incentives, updates, information and encouragement to people to
access solar panel rebagesl solar hetvater rebates and indeed to access the best possible deals on
their power through the power saving bonus are having an effect. | know as Minister for Water that
the work that we have done through our water autheriieese nine catchment magement
authorities and 18 water corporatien® agree to, sign up to and indeed begin to implement the
statement of obligation will take us to a target where by 2035 there will bpetGent net zero
emissions. We will have achieved that target by 2035

When | think about the overall mix of what has been achieved and | think about the work led by
Minister D" Ambrosio in the other place, it has
effective, considered and durable actions that tackledithange and acknowledge the reality of
changes in our economic fabric and in the fabric of infrastructure and indeed the demands and
requirements of our economies to secure supply.

| look at the fact that the Victorian renewable energy target was appgdbose opposite and that

this work is continuing not because of them but despite them, and | think about the fact that it is all too
easy to move a bill like this here today and to seek the stars and the moon without acknowledging
what is happening ahe ground. We are not blind to the realities of climate change, we are not blind
to the impact that these volatile conditions are having on our daily life, on biodiversity, on the way in
which we live and work, on access to services, on health care digdexpectancy. We are not blind

to the modelling that talks to an increase in mean temperature and what that will mean at that critical
1.5degree mark. But a bill like this says that it is either perfection or it is nothing, and perfection, if
we are ¢ take it to its logical conclusion, requires government to abandon communities who for
generations have been linked to existing industriedustries such as cefiled power generation in

the Latrobe Valley, Portland and Ales@nd the other work that ctimues around the state to
transition to renewable energy and says that that should be enough, that that must be enough and
indeed that it can be an-al-nothing prospect, and that ignores the reality of the world in which we
live.

In the Latrobe Valleyand across the Gippsland Climate Change Network there is a huge appetite for
solar. People are installing PV panels like never before. People are using this technology alongside
batteries and domestic battery and storage opportunities to reduce thebifisvtermake a positive
difference in their immediate environments and indeed to share in that social licence which continues
to gather pace around the state and indeed Australia and the world. We work towards an achievement
of those targets with a sensf urgency, investment and care that enables us to bring people and
communities along the journey with us.

| cannot stand here and accept the fact that @m-atithing proposal towards a transition from eoal

fired power generation is responsible orrappate when it means that we will effectively, if this bill
applies itself to the reality of the world around us and to the reality of the world particularly in Eastern
Victoria Region and particularly in the Latrobe Valley, overnight see hundreds iodersy-direct

workers, downstream workers and workers in the supply-eRdisplaced. | cannot stand here in good
conscience and say that there is an appropriate basis within this bill, as proposed, to facilitate this
transition at a pace that goes beydmdtrgency with which we are already workige have invested

record amounts of money into renewable energy uptake. We have invested record amounts of time
and often frustration into arguing with a very difficult Commonwealth government over the last nine
years in the absence of a national energy policy. We have had numerous attempts to engage with a
former government that thought that a Prime Minister who brought in a lump of coal was a good idea.
We faced a steady and uphill battle around the wilfutlbliss of those sitting within Liberslational

ranks to the reality of the world in which we live. And yet instead of actually taking issue with the
completely immovable approach taken by those in the coalition, we get a bill like this that says that
we ae not doing enough because itis not happening fast enough, because it is not happening overnight,
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because we do not have a magical solution that fixes everything in place now, and that there are no
other considerations that should be at play becauséjtatiees of this bill trump everything else.

It requires a level of maturity to face the reality of the world in which we live now and the direction

that it is heading. | would hazard a guess, and | am net$inape that DRatnam will correct me-

but itwould appear that DRatnam is wearing a scarf. | have seen many of these scarfs before knitted

in the colours of climate change and climate and mean temperature variations over the course of a
period of time. If it is not one of those scarves, | do startae corrected. But what | would say is
symbols like this are important, but actions are in fact more important. What you can do is talk and
wear a scarf and go to the heart of the fact that government is not doing enough, but it then comes
down to thedct that that scarf is not going to enable a family to feed themselves, to send their kids to
school or indeed to take up the opportunities that everyone around the state deserves because of that
all-or-nothing approach.

Climate change is real. Manade dimate change-absolutely real. We have just declared a third

La Nifia We are looking at recottiigh storage levels in our water catchments, but that is not going to
last. Look at what is happening in the Northern Hemisphere. The Thames has run dry. Ehis Rhén
exposing ships and boats that sunk decades and generations ago. The Peagadfalyit has run

dry. People in the United States are running out of water. Cartage is now the new normal. Water bills
are astronomically high. Water is the new commoaitigif is at its highest value in an environment
where prolonged drought bites hard. | do not walk away from that reality. Nobody on these benches
walks away from that reality. What we do need to make sure that we do, though, is commit to steadfast
action,durable action, action that fundamentally changes the way in which people use energy, the way
in which people innovate to take up additional technology that reduces consumption and indeed that
provides better options for uptake across a mix of energyroesodVhat we need to do is to continue

to facilitate and to build that social licence. We are not sitting on our hands. It would be a cheap shot
to suggest that we are, and yet | suspect that in bringing a bill like this we are looking at cheap shots.

A 1.2-degree Celsius increase since 1910 is no small matter. It is what has indeed prompted Minister
LlyD' Ambrosi o to fight as | ongndahatdsloady and#éatid and as
with an extraordinary sense of stamina and tenadity a policy position joined with other
jurisdictions that leans in to the reality of where we ¥fe.need to make sure, as we take action to

avoid doubling the number of very hot days in our state by the-2e&@$| know and everyone here

knows that that ishee reality of what we are facirgthat a highemissions scenario is not a viable

option. | will say that again: a higgmissions scenario is not a viable option. But in order to actually
bring our emissions down, the work is hard. The work requires inctaineareful, thorough,
diligently researched and adequately resourced approaches in a framework that covers the entire state,
in a framework that addresses ses@mnomic circumstances within various communities, particularly

in rural and regional commuigds and particularly as it relates to transition from a highly carbon
intensive economy to one that has, as we know here in Victoria, cut emissions by alpepsie3

since 2005 while growing our economy.

We have, and Mini st eudofthis oi bebalf of ¥ictaria because itihastveehh y pr o
a collective effort, smashed our 2020 emissions reduction target. We have reduced emissions by
almost double our initial 2020 emissions reduction target of between 15 pad @t below 2005

levels. Thanks to us, in 2020 the state was responsible for fewer emissions per person than all of the
other states and territories except for Tasmania and the ACT. Our emissions droppedmnuzsitc
between 2019 and 2020, and that was while the populationdet the economy continued to grow.

We know that renewable energy uptake makes sense economically, we know that it makes sense
environmentally. We also know, and | know firsthand, that transition needs to be developed and
delivered carefully and thorobly and done with a process that engages with communities and
delivers social liceneethat social licence that is so critical to not only transition but the development

of the entirety of our state.
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We have delivered on climate change initiatives, incyttimough the Climate Changet 2017, to

make it our goal to achieve net zero emissions in Victoria by 2050. We were one of the first
jurisdictions in the world to take that step. This is nesépvice to the very real situation in which we

find ourselhes. This is not a token gesture to some idea that if we tick a box we can move on. We have
walked the talk in every way as it relates to leaning in to the problems, the challenges and the realities
of climate change. But to my mind the problems, the aigdie and the opportunities of leaning in to
climate change are multifaceted. They are not just about a scarf. They are about making sure that we
have new targets around Australia, making sure that the contribution that we have made is by extension
able tobe adopted and implemented by other jurisdictions.

Those opposite voted against the Climate Change Act, and yet in bringing this bill it is we who have
not done enough. We are doing what needs to be done to create something that lasts, to create
somethinghat indeed takes as many steps in as many ways as we possibly can to cut emissions, to
bring our targets down to zero, to get beyond the momentum that we have already delivered to smash
those targets further whilst also securing jobs, whilst also se@rompmic development for our

regions and whilst looking after those who are bitten hardest by climate change. It is not the wealthy
who are at the forefront of managing climate change, it is poor people. It is poor people not only in
parts of the state @f Australia but indeed around the world who face those challenges in a way that
means that they deserve the care and the wraparound assistance of governments to make sure that their
needs are met immediately as they relate to job creation, the prafiagsistance to retrofit energy
efficiency mechanisms into houses and assistance with upgrading obsolete and indeed energy
guzzling devicesWhether it is a stove, whether it is a heater, whether it is the installation of a battery

or whether it is a sotgpanel rebate, these are the things that matter to people for whom every dollar
counts and for whom every Qdégree of an increase will make an exponentially greater difference to
their standard of living and to their prospects.

We have never walked awlgm that. We have never shied away from needing to do the hard work.
This is not an albr-nothing proposition that can simply be delivered with a click of the fingers and a
scarf, albeit a lovely looking scarf. This is about making sure that peoplevidmpthey are doing

what they are doirgthat people know when they can access more ewdfigient appliances for

their homes, when they can access rebates to install solar, when they can see their energy bills coming
down or plateauing or indeed stopiang in their mailboxes because they no longer have energy

bills. That in and of itself makes a positive contribution to achieving our net zero emissions targets.

These things do not happen in isolation. When we are delivering on the cost of livingtamd pu
downward pressure on what that looks like and when we are arguing for better everyday access to
environmentally progressive technology, programs, services and indeed delivery of assistance through
state and federal governments, we are also makiegtisat the cost of living is met head as a
significant challenge whilst we deliver on those emissions target objectives. It is hard work, and it is
not straightforward work. If it had been straightforward work, it would have been done by now. We
cannotwalk away from this work that we are doing, and | will not stand here and say that we should
indeed walk away from those people who are yet to receive the benefit of wealth, of corporate largesse
or indeed of a metropolitan life that gives them so marfigrdifit options and perhaps broader options

than people who live, for example, in the Latrobe Valley. We need to proceed carefully.

Victorians deserve the opportunity to walk towards a future that is an insignia here in this state of our
net zero emissiomommitments, which enables us to lead the way for Australia and in fact enables
people to develop skillswhether it is in solar photovoltaic installation, whether it is in making wind
turbines or whether it is in servicing and maintenance of renewablgydaehnology. We need to
combine our discussions on commitments to environmental outcomes on the one hand with an
understanding of the deep economic, social and comrvasgd factors involved on the other. It is

a balancing act. It is a careful balamcact. And should there be any temptation to say that we are
ignoring the problem, we are not ignoring the problem.
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We have set the standard for climate change targets around Australia. We are smashing those targets.
The figures speak for themselves. Yesy temperature has increased on average bgetyrzes

Celsius since 1910. Nobody is disagreeing with that. Climate change is real. | do not know, there may
be a couple of people still in this house who disagree with that; their views are not our dblecern.

need to make sure, though, that when we debate this bill we are not simply doing so in terms of light
and shade, of black and white. Understanding the multidimensional elements of this debate are as
important as achieving the outcomes that we all Walatwill get to those targets, and we will get to

those targets with the commitment, the social licence and thim lafiyictorians everywhere. We

will do that hand in hand with them while we secure their economic prosperity and the prosperity and
livability of this state.

Mr RICH -PHILLIPS (South Eastern Metropolita(il7:09: | rise to make some brief comments
onDrRatnam’'s bill this afternoon, which seeks to b
mandate 10@er cent renewable energlgo by the end of 2030. | make the point that the coalition
will not support this bill. DIRatnam in her seconméading speech makes a number of very emotive
statements around this bill. She talked about how:

The climate crisis is here.
She talkecibout how:

Europe is experiencing a summer of deadly heatwaves
Rivers in France are drying up.
In India, temperatures haseared to acerching 4degrees..

etcetera—very emotive language in Rat n a m’ seadmg speechdThe reality is that the
measuresinDRat nam’s bill would not change that, becau:
around onghird of 1per cent of global carbon dioxide equivalent emissions. So nothing Victoria does

by itself is going to change the circumstancesiaiate change that Ratnam talked about in her

speech. She refers to the need for Victoria to show leadership. What she does not identify is who she

expects is going to follow that, because unless it is the large petiiterLhinas of this world, who

continue to grow and will continue to grow their carbon dioxide equivalent emissions for coming

years—these measures are not going to have any impact. They are not going to have the impact that

Dr Ratnam desires, but they certainly will have an impact orhdluseholds and businesses in

Victoria.

| was interestedtoread Brat nam’' s speech where she rpefers to S
cent renewable energy. In her speeciRBinam says:

... when it comes to replacing coal with I8 cent renewable eiggr the great news is thdisiabsolutely
achievable.

Scotland has made it, so have the ACT and Tasmania.

So | took the time to quickly google Scotland and renewable energy, and the very first news article
that came up was an article from BBC Scotlanthfearlier in September. | have not got the date, but

I thinkitwas about& e pt e mber . TSbotish firmsafatihgi 20086 energy bill risese
theluckyones’” . The article goes on to say:

Many small businesses in Scotland could see increagp2@b00% on their 2023 energy bills
The body which represents theaid this was:
a “grotesque situation” where firms facing 200% rises
It quotes a local baker in Scotland as:

having to f i ndfuteegaslbit-adseof &ZZM0. 000 f or its
Individual firms and trade bodies want a plan to ease the pressures.
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Last week the energy regulator in Scotland set the price cap on residential bills at an incrgaese of 80
cent. So that is what 108er cent renewablenergy in Scotland has delivered. Price rises for
households of 8per cent, price rises for businesses, if they are lucky opd@ent—if they are
unlucky, increases of 5@i&r cent.

In July I had good the fortune to spend a bit of time in Europegvine realities of the energy situation

are starting to bite. Many of the jurisdictions in Europe have gone down the path of renewable energy;
they have decommissioned their nuclear power, they have decommissioned their coal power and of
course now theyra experiencing supply issues with gas because of the Rilgsiae situation. The

reality for many European communities is in winter they are not going to have the energy they need.
The European community, many of the cities through Germany and in thesl#solutely furious

with the situation their governments have put them in with this rush to renewable energy which has
not given the security and reliability of supply that is needed. They are going to face the very real
effects of that when winter ags in November and December.

The policy DrRatnam sets out here may sound good in a press release, may sound good in Brunswick,
but the reality of the impacts is significant. Europe is starting to see it. This proposal as laid down by
Dr Ratnam is franklydangerously negligent with the impact it would have on businesses and
households in Victoria, and we will not be supporting this bill.

Ms PATTEN (Northern Metropolitan

Incorporated pursuant to order of Council of 7 September 2021

| rise to speak to thEnergy Legislation Amendment (Transition from Coal) Bill 2022.

We should not forget for a week, a day, an hour, that the most important question of our time is how to restore
a safe climate now, including a fast transition to zero emissions.

I think, if we take one lesson from COWD, it is that we can act quickly as a community to achieve society
shifting change, where we have the collective willpower and leadership to do so.

Because COVIEL9 posed a risk to human life, we acted. Climate change poskesaithreatit is
existential—so we must act.

While the climate crisis is daunting, the problems and solution are known.

Burning coal and gas is the biggest contributor to the climate crisis. In Victoria, we deriirds@f our
electricity romburn ng dirty brown coal, which is our state’s

We need to replace it with clean, renewable energy.

This bill sets a certain end date for coal burning in Victoria of 2030 by providing that the EPA cannot issue
licences for thermal coal activity after 2030.

It is an ambitious bill, but it is possible if we direct our collective will to solving this issue.

And that is what we must do if we are to act in time to limit global warming and the catastrophic weather
events thieentails.

We can and we must.
| commend the bill to the house.

Mr LIMBRICK  (South Eastern Metropolita(lL7:10: | move:
That debate on this bill be adjourned until later this day.

Motion agreed to.

sing
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Motions
MAROONDAH HOSPITAL
Dr RATNAM (Northern Metropolitan(17:10: | move:

That this house:

(1) notes that Maroondah Hospital is named using the Woiwurrung language and is one of very few public
places in Victoria using First Nations language for naming conventions;

(2) furthernoes t hat *‘ Maroondah’ means ‘throwing’ and ‘ Maroon’

(3) condemns the government for its proposal to change the name of Maroondah Hospital to the Queen
Elizabethll Hospital, thus erasing First Nations language;

and calls on the government fieverse its decision and retain Woiwurrung language in the naming of
Maroondah Hospital.

This concerns a really disrespectful decision this government has made just in the last few days to

rename a hospitatMaroondah Hospita-that useswoiwurrung First Nations language for its

current name to the Queen ElizabiétHospital. It is one of the very few public places in Victoria that

uses First Nations language for naming conventions, and this government wants to erase it, replacing

it with the name of a feign monarch who represented colonisation. This is not what treaty looks like.

Astonishingly the Premier yesterday doubled down on this decision rather than if it was a mistake,

admitting it and reversing it. And in response to criticismfromthe FisftPe e s° Assembl y, ef f e
told them to stay in their lane.

Mr Rich -Phillips: On a point of order, Acting President, | appreciate that Dr Ratham does not have
long for this motion, but my point of order is that it is actually disorderly to refleitisoononarch, as
Dr Ratnam has in her comments about the monarch reflecting colonisatiterat | would put to
you that it is actually out of order to do so.

Dr RATNAM : Acting President, | am happy to withdraw that sentence if | can proceed.

The ACTING PRESIDENT (Mr Bourman ): Thank you, Dr Ratnam, but just on that, obviously
we just need to be careful about how we reflect on the monarch, because it actually is in the standing
orders. But if you are happy to withdraw it unreservedly, we will justrgo

DrRATNAM :Certainly; withdrawn. In response to crit
the Premier effectively told them to stay in their lane, saying that they had only been elected to
negotiate treaties, simultaneously trying to silence Niasibns voices while erasing their language
and their history in favour of an institution that represents to First Nations a very traumatising history.
This is extremely disrespectful. Jill Gallagher described the renaming as:

... etanother piece of ouulture erased and replaced by the culture of the invaders.
Marcus Stewart,co hai r of the First Peoples’ Assembly, sai

With just a few words the government has turned the Maroondah hospital into a culturally unsafe place for
our people..

This is a starkeminder of why treaty is so critical, it can put an end to the hurtful platitudes of the powerful.
Nerita Waight, CEO of the Victorian Aboriginal Legal Service, has said:

I echo the Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander voices that have criticisecetheePior choosing to erase
an Aboriginal word and name a hospital after a former Monarch of the British Empire.

Words matter, and the Premier’'s choice of words are ano
don’t matt er togewhdhave gowesih\bawwsa. and pe

Treaty means listening to First Nations communities. Treaty is not something that is only going to
happen sometime in the future. The treaty process is about showing respect now, listening now and
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acting now. If the Premiés so prepared to be disrespectful of the voices of First Nations communities
over this issue, it raises the question of what attitude the government will take

The ACTING PRESIDENT (Mr Bourman ): Order! Dr Ratnam, if | could just get you to hold
on fora second. Just for those in galleries, if you would not take pictures, thanks.

Dr RATNAM : It raises the question of what attitude the government will take to actual treaty
negotiations. The outpouring of criticism of this decisien change.org petitiorhas over
20000signatures alreagiyyshows Victorians are ready and willing to stand with First Nations
communities. | hope this government is too. | urge the Premier to reverse this decision: do the right
thing.

Ms TAYLOR (Southern Metropolitgn(17:14: On Sunday the Premier announced that-a re
elected Labor government will invest up to $1biikon for a major redevelopment of the Maroondah
Hospital, rebuilding the hospital from the ground up. Our eastern suburbs are growing, and the
Maroondahneeds to grow with them to keep providing the best possible care hofstiadeart
facilities. Construction on the project is expected to start in 2025 and create aboob25i@ing
construction.

Business interrupted pursuant toorder of Council of 20 September

Statements on reports, papers and petitions
PAROLE ELIGIBILITY
Petition

Mr LIMBRICK  (South Eastern Metropolitafil7:15: | wish to make a statement on the petition
regarding the life imprisonment of the Frankston serial killer. When a libertarian stands in this place
and calls for someone to spend the rest of their life in prison, you can know that they do not do it
lightly, but even libertarians believe that some people are so dangerous to society that they must be
separated from us foreverand if anyone fits this description, it is this person. He viciously murdered
three women back in 1993Elizabeth Stevens, Debbie FreanddNat. At the time, when he was
sentenced, we felt that there was justice. He was sentenced to three life terms without parole plus eight
years for another attempted murder. Subsequently we were shocked that cr-fp@etdchnical
reason, which to thday | feel was totally wrongrthat sentence was reduced toy8@rs norparole
on a life term. That 3@ears ends next year. Next year Denyer will be eligible for parole, and for those
that were close to this and indeed for the people of Frankston whals@sihocked by what | would
consider an injustice, we have been waiting, dreading this day for almgsr3how.

| have spoken to the government repeatedly about this and asked for them to take action. For whatever
reason, much to my disappointmehgy have not taken any visible action that | am aware of, and it

is too late in this term of Parliament to take any action now. The government appears to have chosen
the course of placing complete faith in the system. | must say that | have my conoetréoaty

that. However, that is the course that we are on now. All | was asking of the goveramérthere

is still time for the government to do thigs to provide some sort of reassurance to the people who
were affected by this that Denyer will nevér&mother woman. That is all we want.

I will give my commitment that, whether | am elected or not, next year | will be paying very, very
close attention to this issue, which | believe will become a large issue because there are many people
interested inhis. As we saw from the petition, over 5Qi#bple signed that petition. There are many,

many people who have contacted me about this; they are very concerned. Again, | reiterate that | think
it is imperative that the government provide some sort ofusas= to people. All | can do personally

is provide a commitment that | will continue to hound the government, either inside or outside this
place, to make sure that no other woman is harmed by this man. That is all | have to say on this.
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VICTORIAN PUBLIC SECTOR COMMISSION
Report 202021

Mr RICH -PHILLIPS (South Eastern Metropolitaril 7:19: | rise to make a statement on the
Victorian Public Sector Commission annual report 2220 Theannual report sets out some detalil
on the state of the public service in Victerids headcount and its growtkand it talks about the
values of the Victorian public sector as well, and the values the report covers are responsiveness,
integrity, impartialfy, accountability, respect, leadership and human rights. The area | would like to
touch on today is the need for those values to be extended, if you like, to include courage. | raise
courage in the context of risk management and risk avoidance. Ondlongsel have observed in
working with the public sector in Victoria over a long period of time is the need to develop a better
framework by which the VPS and its members can make decisions and can manage risk. Risk
management for the public sector isigithallenge because the easiest thing for many people in the
VPS to do is to avoid risk, and the best way to avoid risk is to either not make a decision or to make a
decision which merely preserves the status quo. Now, that will not get the best ofibcdsiwtsria.
We need members of the public service who are willing to make decisions that advance the state, who
are willing and able to manage the risk of decisiwking rather than simply avoiding the risk of
decisionmaking by making no decision orgserving the status quo.

Last night | spoke briefly about the need for procurement reform in Victoria. One of the elements that
was raised by thaustralian Information Industry Associatiémtheir brief on procurement was the

need to revise the suppli@sde of conduct. Part of that suppliers code of conduct basically makes it
impossible for public servants to engage with potential vendors who are looking to bid for government
contracts. As soon as a potential contract is announced, the shutters giooipaaly can talk to each

other, which is not getting the best outcomes for the state and it is not getting the best outcomes for
vendors who are trying to deal with the state. What we need is a mechanism where that risk is managed.
Yes, there is a risk ohalfeasance in any sort of engagement, but we need to manage that risk and
recognise the need to manage the risk, rather than simply trying to avoid the risk by having the shutters
go up.

One of the things that really is required to create a cultureregrvironment where risk management
and decisiormaking is encouraged, rather than simply risk avoidance, is to accept that from time to
time the wrong decisions will be made, that from time to time the public service will get it wrong.
Where that is not iful or negligent, we need to accept that is the-eabat from time to time, there

will be the wrong decisions. Yes, if they are wilful and negligent, action should be taken. But if it is
merely the case that a decision wentbadiecision was made anént bag—we need to accept that

is the case.

We also need to look at mechanisms to incentivise our public service to make decisions. Previously
there were bonus mechanisms in the employment of public servants. That was removed by this
government. So now treeis no incentive mechanism for public servants to go above and beyond

to make decisions, to take risks and to advance the-statéour state is the poorer for that. One of

the areas | would like to see reformed in the future through the public semviog@ssion and through

its values is to recognise the need to manage-tiskake decisions and manage +islather than

simply trying to avoid risk by avoiding decisiomaking. We need to provide the incentives to ensure
that our public servants and pulsiector leaders are encouraged to do so.

CORIO BAY GAS IMPORT TERMINAL
Petition

Mr MEDDICK (Western Victoria(17:23: Not too long ago | raised the spectre of the proposed
floating gas platform as an adjournment matter in this house witheheéMinister for Planning, the
Honourable Richard Wynne. Nothing has changed, except that the need for action from the new
minister, the Honourable Lizzie Blandthorn, is becoming more urgent. | repeat that request now: that
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the minister deny the applicati from Viva Energy in Geelong to establish a gas transfer platform in
Corio Bay in the same manner that the AGL floating gas platform application was denied. | repeat:
there was a huge outcry and campaign when AGL announced their plans for a gas pladfone,
government was bound, as always, to consider it on its merits. They had to consider all the impacts
and balance them against the commercial wants of a large corporation and the disastrous outcomes for
the environment and population should sometlgio wrong.

The two proposals differ in many ways, not least of which are the characteristics of the location. Many

visitors to the nearby area would see what at first glance looked like not much of the typical idyllic

Victorian foreshore and because a ttbundance of houses might think that the area was already in

some sort of decline. The north of Geelong has long been unfairly maligned in this way and been

treated as a dumping ground for all that the more aspirational suburbs did not want. Thissis beca
historically the area was part of Geelong’'s indus
home to the most honest, hardworking, passionate and -wesemth Victorians, and the

establishment of a gas platform next to their homes hasdbared and angry.

One breach of a single LNG compartment from a ship would result in an asphyxiating flammable
vapour cloud extending a minimum of Xibmetres from the source, straight into the heavily
populated suburbs. The smallest of sparks walite a blaze so fierce that all buildings and human

life would be consumed in a fire that cannot be extinguished but relies upon the entire fuel source to
be consumed before going out. Their | ives are as
no right to put them at risk. It has been said that the foreshore there is bereft of life and also the bay,
and certainly it would seem a miracle that there would be life beneath those waters after all the
chemical spills that have occurred there ovely#s. But life there does exist. Pockets of thriving
habitat provide homes for a varied population of bay dwellers that for many years were in decline, but
all are making a steady comeback, and that rejuvenation should not be threatened by thdgrotential

a disaster.

Viva Energy has an appalling record on safety. They are fined for spills into the bay with monotonous
regularity. They injure workers severely at an alarming rate. So when they say they can be trusted not
to cause a disaster to both émvironment and human life, they simply cannot. Make no mistake, the
impacts of a huge disaster from their lax measures will not just be felt by the residents of the north but
by all of Geelong and all of Melbourne. This would be a catastrophe we haseenaince Coode

Island, and it will be worse. Will the minister listen to the people of the north of Geelong and deny this
application just as her predecessor denied the one from AGL?

LYNDOCH LIVING
Petition

Mrs McARTHUR (Western Victoria (17:27: Today | tabled a petition with 223lgnatures
calling for the removal of the board of Lyndoch Living and the appointment of an administrator. Put
simply, the board has lost the confidence of the community. | asked a question in this place on
280dober 2021 alerting the minister to some of the concerns held around the governance and
operations of this organisation. Oni@@rch this year | was assured by the minister that the department
was ‘engaging regularly’ . allwréenedt unately the pligh

Lyndoch Living aged care and disability service has been a beloved community asset in Warrnambool
for over 65years. It has grown to have offices located in Warrnambool, Hamilton and Terang.
Lyndoch employs more than 46taff and provides awkrse range of direct care and support services

to over 3500ndividual clients and residents throughout sea#st Victoria. Lyndoch is not owned

by the government. Let me be very clear, the petitioners are not seeking for this to become a
governmentunasset. The Kirner government sought to merge Lyndoch with the Warrnambool Base
Hospital, a most unwelcome idea. Lyndoch is a publicly funded community asset andlavadch

one at that.
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In 2018 Lyndoch became a company limited by guarantee. Board memimrse sourced from a

pool of general members. The board has a history of rejecting applications for membership, even from
eminently qualified and motivated individuals. The rejection pile numbers over 200. There have been
no general members outside oflbld members and executive staff. OrSgptember this year, some
weeks after our petition closed, the Lyndoch Living board announced that they had a transparent
nomination process. This is a case of too little too late. The Lyndoch-AGM

The ACTING PRESIDENT (Mr Bourman): You cannot take photos up there in the gallery. If
you could delete whatever photo you have taken, that would be good, thianksan continue,
Mrs McArthur.

Mrs McARTHUR : Thank you. | will start again. On Beptember this yeapme weeks after the
petition closed, the Lyndoch Living board announced what they term as a transparent nomination
process. This is a case of too little too late. The Lyndoch AGM has been called for -Sceker
month. Under the new system announced lyhtbard recently, an independent panel will assess
nominations from the public and make recommendations to the board to fill three newly created
positions.This still leaves the existing board in place and in control of who is and is not chosen to join
theboard. They remain the gatekeepers.

This is not acceptable to the community, as evidenced by the more thaig2@res on the petition.

There has been significant senior staff upheaval at Lyn@dottaccountability starts and stops with

the board, ahthis is where the community feels that change is most needed. Under their watch the
Warrnambool aged care home failed numerous safety standards in three consecutive Aged Care
Quality and Safety Commission audits. Areas of-compliance included consumeignity and

choice, personal and clinical care, services and supports for daily living, and human resources and
organisational governance. The board must immediately open up general community memberships as
permitted under its constitution and let thesaayal members vote at the AGM for the new board
members. This is clearly the desire of those who signed the petition. Further, the community seeks
direct input and consultation with residents, staff, families and interested community members. The
LyndochLiving AGM is rapidly approaching. The proposal of the current board is unacceptable. In
order to avoid chaos, the petitioners request the appointment of an administrator to oversee a transition
to a new way of implementing the existing constitution. Lyiddeserves a board who are seen to be
acting for and on behalf of the community, striving for excellence not only in the provision of care but

of restoring trust and confidence in the governance of this cherished community asset. So | repeat what
the petiion said:

Thepetition of certain citizens of th&ate of Victoria draws to the attention of the Legislative Council that
theBoard of Lyndoch Living, an aged care facility in Warrnambool started by the community, has lost the
confidence of the communittyserves.

MOOROOPNA SECONDARY EDUCATION
Petition

Ms LOVELL (Northern Victoria (17:32: | rise to speak on the petition | tabled yesterday that
calls on the government to ensure a Hjghlity and higkequity local high school in Mooroopiig
opened as soon as possible. This is a petition that has come from a passionate group of parents, a group
of parents who have formed a group called COOL, College of Mooroopna Learning. These are people
who are disgruntl ed wi tmbval bffcleciceAmatiucationsin Ggeatere r n me n t
Shepparton. They are not the only group that has started up. A long time ago a group called Greater
Shepparton Voice 4 Choice Public Education also started up because they were so dissatisfied with
the Andrews goveme nt ''s policy that established a single
former colleges. This has caused a lot of angst in Shepparton. Parents and students want choice. This
school that they established, the Greater Shepparton Secondary Collegasaistudents but not
all students. We are a community of ove089people. We need more than one secondary school in
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that community, and when that school is established it will be governed by the community under a
Liberal government.

The year beforéhe current school started out there were 28d8ents in the four secondary schools

in Greater Shepparton. According to tieepparton Education Platocument-t he gover nment
own document-that figure was due to increase to 3%fitlents by 2026. Curréntoday that figure

is at 208&tudents, so we have around 6@@ients that are just missing. We do not know where they

have gone. In June of this year | actually did ask the government, when it wastatie®® missing,

to investigate that and to i@ back on the reasons that these students had moved on. Had they gone

to other schools? Well, we know the numbers have not gone up that greatly that they had gone to other
schools. Are they being homeschooled, or are they just lost to the educationaieether? The
government’s answer was no, they would not do tha
singleschool model.

S

The Liberal Party, in stark contrast to Labor, has consulted with the Greater Shepparton community.

We know the Great Shepparton community wants choice in public education. We have made an

election commitment that if we are elected in November we will establish a second secondary college

in Greater Shepparton, but unlike the current government, who when they didctheited

consultation gave the community a couple of choices that really were notehbites was, ‘ Keep yol
four schools and we’ || do nothing or have two sc
s ¢ h-e~wd will actually consult with the comumity on what they want that second school to look

like and where they want that second school to be lodatedgratulate Lea Campbell, who started

this petition and who started the COOL group. | also congratulate Robyn Morrison, who heads up

Greater Shpparton Voice 4 Choice Public Education for being leaders in our community, leaders

amongst parents, who are advocating for this second school.

As | said, we will conduct genuine consultation with the Greater Shepparton community on what they

want that skool to look like and where they want that school to be located. Of course this particular

survey does come out of Mooroopna, with Lea and her group, the COOL—¢@mliege of

Mooroopna Learning. Mooroopna is a city of around 8&8i@lents. There is no wder a group has

stood up there saying, ‘We want a secondary col |l e
in that community. All the children from Mooroopna and from Tatura, which is a community of

around 4700esidents that is further to the wtsan Mooroopna, have to travel into Shepparton every

day to go to this single school, which does not suit every student.

Kialla is an area that has around 8®88idents as well, and there is a strong group in the south of
Shepparton that have started ap there is a strong group in Tatura that are also advocating for that
second school to be located there. So we have Mooroopna, we have Tatura and we have the south of
Shepparton. There have also been approaches from the north of Shepparton. We rewéngroad

already started up before the Liberal Party even made their policy announcement to say they wanted
that second secondary college in their community. We will conduct genuine consultation and we will
establish a second secondary college for famiti Greater Shepparton.

CORIO BAY GAS IMPORT TERMINAL
Petition

Dr RATNAM (Northern Metropolitan(17:37): | am pleased to speak today on our final day of
this Parliament in support of a petition calling on the Victorian governmenttoVejesta Ener gy ' s
application for a gas import terminal in beautiful Corio Bay near Geelong. | want to acknowledge
every single one of the 20p2ople who have signed this petition, and | would also like to thank my
colleague MiMeddick for bringing this pdion to Parliament.

For anyone unfamiliar with this issue, Viva Energy currently runs an oil refinery in Geelong. Now
Viva Energy is propsing to expand their fossil fuel operations in the area by building a gas import
terminal in Corio Bay. This would essentially be a giant floating ship bringing gas into Victoria. The
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gas would be fracked gas from elsewhere in Australia or it could beakarsgas exported overseas

and then reimported. So to be clear on just how ludicrous the situation is, Victoria produces gas, mostly
in the Bass Strait. We send it north to Queensland, where it is largely exported. Now we are looking
at closing this ridiulous loop by reimporting it back, all the while producing massive greenhouse gas
emissions that are fuelling catastrophic climate change.

We only need to look around the world to see the worsening climate crisis. My heart is with the flooded

people of Pkistan right now, and | am also thinking of everyone in Europe facing deadly heatwaves

and drought and the US where fires are burning at a scale never seen before. Climate change is here

now, and the world cannot afford any new fossil fuel projects; teenbttional Energy Agency has

made this clear and so have the world’s c¢climate s

| want to thank the crew of the Geelong Renewables Not Gas campaign for taking a stand against Viva
Energy’s proposed gas tergnifnadsi ll tf usl nodamearsiyes$ 0
has real safety and environmental risks for the local community. It would be pouring more fuel on the

climate crisis. | call on everybody in this place to support this petition. The Labor government should

have ruledhis project out from the gefo. The Victorian Greens and | will continue to do everything

we can inside and outside of Parliament to stop it in its tracks, and | really hope that MPs from all

parties will do the same.

TRAIN NOISE POLLUTIO N
Petition

Dr RATNAM : | also want to make some brief remarks on the petition | tabled yesterday to reduce
the noise pollution from train horns. My office has been contacted by many residents who live and
work near stations and along rail corridors who are extsefnabtrated by hearing horn blasts
hundreds of times a week when trains leave stations and travel through level crossings. On weekends
when services run Zdburs a day train blasts are sounded through the night and in the early hours of
the morning. Whileintermittent, the noise from horns can range from 45 taléfbels. Noise
pollution has serious effects on health and wellbeing and causes sleep disturbance and cardiovascular
problems and reduces quality of life.

The national Rail Industry Safety ancfdards Board has recently released a new code of practice

on train horn use which seeks to minimise the use of horns and reduce their impact on the community.
While horns are sounded as a safety measure, there are alternative safety measures that can be
implemented to help reduce the use of horns, such as fencing along railway tracks and improved
announcements, lighting and bells. Over 25&§ldents have signed this position calling on the
government to reduce the noise sounded by train horns by intingt@jéernative rail infrastructure

such as fencing along railway tracks or alternative means for safety.

In response to residents’ concerns the Department
to identify opportunities to reduce the impattrain horn noise on the community. Residents have

attempted to contact the department to seek information about the progress made on this working

group but have had little luck. | encourage the Minister for Public Transport and his department to

meet wih residents groups and involve them in the work of the working group.

PAROLE ELIGIBILITY
Petition

Mr GRIMLEY (Western Victoria(17:40: | rise to speak on Mt i mb r ipetitioh regarding
the life imprisonment of Paul Charles Denyer.résounding 542Dbther people agree with the
senti ment of keeping Denyer in jail for |ife, an
calls on the government to ensure that the Frankston serial killer remains imprisoned for life to prevent
further trauma to people impacted by his crimes through future parole hearings. Put simply, this man
is a sociopathic psychopath who should never see freedom. He will never not be a risk to the
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community and frankly should not be offered that option. Denyergwas a life sentence, but he
appealed this and was later given a-parole period of 3@ears. The original sentencing judge,
JusticeVincent, said this reflected the impact of his crimes on the entire community, especially
women, not just the familieend friends of the victims.

Due to his own predispositions and mental issues, Denyer took three innocent lives in cold blood,

whose names we should never forget: Elizabeth Stevens, Deborah Fream and Natalie Russell. Each

was innocently just going about thiife before it was prematurely taken away from them without

any provocation or reason. Our thoughts are with
our colleague MLimbrick, whowasMRRus sel | s boyfriend antslkehe ti me.
this, and we offer our condolences but also our support to those who continue to be affected by these

crimes. It is important in speaking to the motion to mention that in his police interview Denyer said,

“1 j dem’ ,hartef er r hinjugtifidaton for thhese nmurdersa Bis reason for taking three

innocent lives was that he did not like women. The renowned crime reporter John Silvester said of

Denyer:

Once healecided to confess he wasbegrudging or ashamed he was enthusiasdiki he was bragging
to police about how clever he was.

| just cannot comprehend how such a person, who has still been having mental issues in prison, could
even be considered for parole. Mmbrick and | do not agree on everything in this place, buaite s

no-one in Victoria could feel safe if he is released, especially women, and | wholeheartedly stand by
his statement.

There is always pushback from legal figures and courts, who want to maintain their independence

when there are calls like this from iiglans, but unless you have been affected by these crimes it is

difficult to argue. MrLimbrick does not call for the detainment of Denyer as a politician, he calls for

it as a secondary victim. It is clear to us that some people do not deserve freddbioLed not be in

the community, because they will never change. If you believe everyone can change, get your head

out of the sand, because it is simply not true. Some people will never change. Bernie Rankin, a
Frankston detective senior sergeant attheme of Denyer’'s crime, said he
the community. Never'’

It is for these reasons that Denyer should not be eligible for panolein 2023, not ever. | commend
this epetition to the house, and | congratulatellfnbrick on his a@vocacy for MRussell and the
families and friends of other victims as well.

Motions
CLERK OF THE LEGISLA TIVE COUNCIL

Ms SYMES (Northern Victoria—Leader of the Government, Attorn@eneral, Minister for
Emergency Servicg$l7:47: | move,by leave:

That this house notes:

(1) the recent announcement that Mr Andrew Young will resign from the offices of Clerk of the Legislative
Council and Clerk of the Parliaments and as the trusted adviser to the President and members of the
Legislative Counit

(2) that MrYoung commenced his service to the Victorian Parliament with the Legislative Council in May
2005 and has served as Clerk of the Legislative Council since July 2014 and the Clerk of the Parliaments
since August 2017;

and places on record deep appreciation of the long and valuable services rendered by him to the Parliament
and the state of Victoria.

In speaking to my motion | want to take the opportunity to personally thank Andrew for his
commitment to the people of this chamber, the geopVictoria and indeed the Parliament over a
reasonably lengthy period of time. | know he is incredibly uncomfortable sitting there as we talk about
him, and | am taking great delight in this. But | do want to draw on some characteristics that come to
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mind when you think of M oung, and the things that come to mind are professional, knowledgeable,
approachable, responsive, extremely tolerant and very fair. He has successfully navigated a range of
topics in this chamber. The range of questions thatdskex, | am sure, could fill the next version of
Erskine May

Ms Shinginterjected.

Ms SYMES: And Ms Shing is going to set you that challenge, | think, absolutely. She is ready for
the next volume to devour.

But there have been plenty of challenges alot of unforeseen and unpredictable circumstances that

he has had to lead his team through and indeed provide advice to us on, none more so than in the most
recent years in relation to adapting the practices to ensure that members of this chaméetand

of his team and those that come to Parliament are kept safe, particularly in the heights of the pandemic.

So to you, MrYoung, you should be rightly proud of your achievements. You have made an absolutely
tremendous contribution to this Parliamantl to Victoria, and | certainly wish you and your family
all the best for the future.

Mr RICH -PHILLIPS (South Eastern MetropolitafiL7:50: | am pleased to rise and support this
motion moved by the Leader of the Government
Parliament. | well remember the appointment ofYung as Clerk in 2014, because prior to that
appointment appointing a Clerlagra bit like the accession of a monarch. It was very much apostolic
succession: a Clerk retired and everyone else took a step up. The appointment of Andrew Young broke
with that tradition, and it broke with that tradition for a very good reason. It \gasised obviously
by the President of the day, Mtkinson, but it was supported by all the party leaders in the chamber
because we saw in Andrew somebody who was committed to the institution of Parliament and
committed to continuing the traditions of tplace and improving the operation of this place. It was
absolutely supported across the chamber that taking Andrew as the Clerk would be the right thing to
do.

We have seen since then Andrew’s commitment
Westminger parliaments. Whether it is through the Australian and New Zealand Association of
Clerksatthe Table—the association of clerksor whether it is through th€ommonwealth
Parliamentary AssociatioprAndrew has continually shown his commitment to the tugin of
Parliament. And it is something that matters. Last week we had a procedure that we have not seen for
70years with the transition of a monarch. That really highlighted why having someone who is
knowledgeable and committed to the institution ipantant, and in Andrew we have had that. We

have also had someone who has been committed to some excellent work with the Victorian
Parliamentary Former Members Association and to doing a lot of work behind the scenes working
with that association. | thinkat is something we will see more of in the next Parliament, and it is a
great credit to Andrew that that work has been supported and carried out.

| would like to thank Andrew for his wise counsel and for his willingness to engage and debate on
matters ofparliamentary and constitutional propriety. It has always been very worthwhile to be able
to have those discussions with Andrew around what sections of the constitution mean and whether a
bill is in fact a taxing bill or not or an appropriation bill ot.n&e have had that numerous times. The
Legislative Council has been very well served by Andrew Young as Clerk. He leaves large shoes to
fill, and 1 wish him very well for his future.

Ms TIERNEY (Western Victoria—Minister for Training and Skills, Ministefor Higher
Education, Minister for Agricultu)g17:52: | wish to add comments of support, congratulations and
great thanks for the efforts that Andrew has brought to this chamber. | agree RitthiNrhillips in
that Andr ew’ s Westmmsiertsystern and his anderstarding of it is unsurpassed in
many ways. It has held him in very good stead in terms of providing advice to us, because he absolutely
understands the genesis of the principles behind a lot of what the Westminstereystsants. In
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terms of modernisation of some of the processes that we have wanted to bring about in this chamber,
it has been important that the integrity of those principles has been maintained at the same time as we
have been able to move ahead. | dyeqipreciate that, but also his frank and considered advice while

| was Deputy President and in other circumstances is much appreciated. The other thing is that his
rigour in undertaking research to get to the nub of what the real issue is, | thinlgsalgoassed. |

thank you for that.

It is interesting that Andrew comes from Western Australia. In terms of the clerks fraternity, it is quite
unusual because in terms of the public service and various other things there is often mobility between
Victoria and New South Wales in particular. It is interesting to see that in terms of this area of expertise
Western Australia plays a significant role. We will not call it the Western Australian mafia, Andrew,
but the fact of the matter is that that group of pebpteheld many parliaments in good stead for a
long time, and | am sure that they will continue to do so. But | think it is important that we do give a
shoutout to Western Australia in terms of leading the way.

| also personally want to thank you, justénms of those MPs that have shown an interest from time

to time in parliamentary processes or the Commonwealth Parliamentary Association. You have also
provided a lot of informal support and information to us when we have wanted to know more about
how toget more involved and what is available not just here in Australia but also internationally. |
know that Shaun and | have attended a number of conferences and courses that have held us in good
stead, not just in terms of practices here but also in tdraws general thinking towards what can be
possible.

So again, thank you for your contribution. It has been amazing, it has been very solid and it has been
very considered. You will be very much missed, and we look forward to seeing you around. We wish
you the very best for you and your family for your future, and indeed | hope that you can make a
serious contribution once you have had a bit of a rest.

Mr LEANE (Eastern Metropolitar-Minister for Commonwealth Games Legacy, Minister for
Veteran¥(17:59: | promise to be very brief because | know people have got some important business.
At the start of this term | said that we have the best boffins in the Commonwealth, and | meant that in
terms of the clerks, who have obviously been led by Andrewniartcusty assistant, Anne. But what
people did not see that | savand one thing that | give Andrew Young credit for as an example of his
character—is that in the first COVID lockdown Andrew fought passionately for his staff so that none
of them would belisadvantaged, and then he joined me in making sure that in other departments no
one there would be disadvantaged either.

A conversation | had with hirrand MPs will be interested in thisvas about when MPs leave this

place and how they have great skills ahould be assets to the community, but they cannot get a job
because they have been MPs. Andrew and | with the past MPs association developed with Deakin Uni
a paper, and apparently it is the first paper like this and has been discussed around thevEalimon
Andrew told me that it has had international acclaim recently, this paper. So | suggested to Andrew
that he and | should go on a TED Talk tewairound the world probablyto help out the world.

| also just wanted to finally say what a fantastic pege it was working with Andrew and accessing
his knowledge—not just at the time | was President but the whole time | have been here. When | was

President, I had fun with him. As the bells were
precedent oday, Andrew’. | would not, but | would just
me? Can you tel!l me what it is?’. Anyway, I am su

Mr LIMBRICK  (South Eastern Metropolitafil7:58: | also rise irstrong support of this motion.
As a new member of Parliament, Andrew was one of the first people that | met in this place, and he
has been invaluable in providing guidance and education, which I think is a really important function
of what his role is. Ihas been invaluable in proving the extent of my own ignorance of parliamentary
processes, but also his education has shown me just how important the parliamentary system is and
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given me a deeper appreciation of what we have in this state and throug@arnthenwealth, and

it has made me really consider how we need to look at these traditions with more respect than many
people do. | think that the role of the Clerk in many ways is to be a guardian of this history. He has
made me very conscious of that, &mdthat | thank him.

Also, on a personal level, | would like to thank ¥wung for the many times he has helped me,
including in times when | have been in stressful situations. | am sure that in future we may talk about
this, but there have been manynyaituations. | spoke to Mfoung only today about how | do not

think that anyone considered that he would be out the front of Parliament trying to convince police not
to arrest MPs for being on the steps of Parliament, bu@Wity and | received his giance and

advice in that particular situation also, regardless of the fact that it was at night and quite a stressful
situation. For all those things, | thank him. | wish him all the best in the future, and | am sure he will
shine no matter what path heooses from here.

Ms PATTEN (Northern Metropolitan(18:00: | would like to join in this motion. | stand here as
someone who has put up a number of private members bilttoasd number of things which | think
even MrYoung would have saidiere precedents. When | was elected in 2014 it was probably the
first time we had seen a significant number of crossbenchers in this place. It did change the balance of
this place, and Andrew guided us through that. | was probably one of the few crosgbamchwas
an Acting President as well, and his advice from where he was sitting was extremely welcomed. As
someone that does not have the backbone of a large party behind me to guide me through the perils of
the standing orders and the perils of theigiantary processes, | have leaned heavily on Andrew
and the rest of the clerks. | would just like to express my gratitude. | am looking forward to seeing
Andrew without a heavy black cape.

Mr FINN (Western Metropolitan(18:02: | rise to congraulate Andrew Young on the job that he
has done as Clerk and to compliment him on his knowledge of this place and how it runs and for
keeping some memberd will not say whe—on track. | have to say there have been times when |
have been midlight and | hare looked over towards Andrew and he has been in deep conversation
with the President. |1 have thought to myself,
to compliment Andrew, because he almost got all of those—+igbit all, but almostla As | say, his
contribution to this place is quite substantial and significant and will be remembered for quite some
time. It is really something. | take my hat off to him. He has just done a brilliant job as Clerk. It is a
great personal disappointmeatme that he is leaving, but | think it is a great disappointment to the
house and to the Parliament that he is leaving as well.

Can | just add that MRich-Phillips may have been talking about the standing orders and what is a
money bill and what is n@ money bill and so forth, but Andrew and | spent a fair bit of time talking
football too. Many a time we would see each other in the car park, and an hour later we would still be
talking about what happened in the 1974 grand final. That | will misslas we

Andrew, | wish you all the very best for your future endeavours. | am sure whatever you turn your
hand to you will be successful. | thank you on behalf of everybody, and obviously myself, for
everything that you have contributed as Clerk and beforéotitze Victorian Parliament.

Mr DAVIS (Southern Metropolitar-Leader of the Oppositigri18:04: | am very pleased in one
sense to rise to compliment Andrew on the enormous work that he did in this place but also deeply
saddened to lose him. ddhink we owe a great debt to Andrew. He came to this place in July 2014,
and Bruce was President at the time.

Andrew, your wisdom, your good advice, your sense, your preparedness to advise and the integrity
with which you have gone around these thingik cannot be faulted in any way. | really do believe

that we can be very proud of the contribution that you have made, and you should take that away from
this place. | did say to you earlier in the day that it is not too late to reconsider. We daelaisti

the Clerk; it is not too late.
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One of the things | think with clerks is that it is that deep knowledge that is important and the ability
to help people find a way through. Standing orders and sessional orders should not be a blockage.
Thereshould be a way through in a structured way, and Andrew has over the years been extremely
thoughtful and knowledgeable in advising how to achieve things in a thoughtful and proper way. |
should say that not just as Clerk here but as Clerk of the Parlgahgehas done an amazing job. He

is respected internationally, and | think that that is important, that this Parliament is able to project its
abilities and knowledge base more broadly. |, for one, will deeply miss you here, Andrew, and | know
that your catribution has been amazing. Thank you, and it is not too late.

Mr BOURMAN (Eastern Victorin(18:06: | will make a short contribution. Eight years ago when
| came to this place | thought | knew a bit about law, being aogper and all thabst of thing, but
| knew nothing. But for everything | needed to know | went and saw Andrew. | never really expected
to be a parliamentarianit kind of worked as planned instead of-adiut Andrew and his staff took
all of us new crossbenchers under thémgrand looked after us. It would have been impossible to do
it without the good grace, the good humour and basically just tolerating a whole lot of people that
really had no great idea about how a place like this worked. It is not just standing orgeiécas)
procedures, conventions and all that sort of stuff, but in the time that | have been here | have grown to
respect your knowledge. | do not think you have ever not been able to answer anything that | have
asked either off the top of your headathin about 3Geconds of contemplation, and that is amazing
given the amount we have to know here.

I heard something about characteristics before. You have got the most amazing poker face, because
when stuff is going down in here you are sitting theckyau are just a beacon of serenity. | do not

know what you are thinking. Right now is not a good time to say it, but | do not know what you are
thinking. You are just sitting there like a statue aneone would ever guess. We are going to miss

you.

Ms LOVELL (Northern Victorig (18:08: | rise to join this motion. Like MDavis, | am very
happy to congratulate Andrew on his service to the Parliament but very saddened to be losing Andrew.
Andrew has been a bit like the Queen. The Queen was psiicbin my life until just recently, and
| think Andrew and | arrived in this Parliament at a very similar time. Andrew and | think Greg Mills
have been the two constant staff of the Parliament that have been here foietus #@at | have been
here.

Andrew, your knowledge, as everyone has said, is just amazing, and we will certainly miss you here
in the Victorian Parliament, but | am sure that everybody here joins me in wishing you all the best for
whatever you choose to do in the future. | think yaamily will be the winner out of this; they might

get to enjoy a little bit more of you. For the rest of us, we will struggle on without you. We would love
you to change your mind, but we wish you all the best for the future. Personally | would lkekto th

you for all the assistance that you have given me as Deputy President over the past four years.

Mr ATKINSON (Eastern Metropolitgn(18:09: Andrew Young was probably one of my best
decisions in so much as | had the opportunity to choGserk Certainly | had a reference panel and
consulted with the leaders of the parties that were in this place at that time, and there was agreement
from all that Andrew was an applicant for that position who would bring a vision to this Parliament to
takeus forward. At the time | do not think that we appreciated just how much we would rely on that
vision and that ability to be a change maker for the bétteirew had already served this Parliament,
having done an apprenticeship in Western Australia, sEidfney referred to, and came here well
credentialled. Under Wayne Tunnecliffe he obviously blossomed in terms of his experience and the
contribution that he was able to make in the role as an assistant clerk. Andrew was a very easy choice
to make whenticame to the retirement of Wayne Tunnecliffe and needing to find somebody who
would continue with the good judgement and the goodwill that Wayne Tunnecliffe had brought to this
place. Andrew, without a doubt, is a very talented person and a very wise. pers
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| do not want to repeat what others have said, but | certainly concur with the comments that have been

made by various speakers in the course of this motion. But one thing | would say is that it is interesting

that people are never aware of exactlyfthe | | ext ent of a job that peopl e
would be many people who simply think that this chamber is the world, that this is the job. But, as

some other members have alluded to, his work has encompassed so many other facets bisnot just t
Parliament’s management but contributions to par/l
Commonwealth Parliamentary Association, a significant relationship with a number of Pacific Islands

countries and broader into areas such as Kenya, Botamdnslyanmar where we have provided

support. Andrew has certainly been a contributor to the programs that have enabled those parliaments

to either establish-re-establish as in Fiji-or build their resources and their talent base. And through

other organisains as well, as was mentioned, such as the Australia and New Zealand Association of
Clerksatthe Table, which is a parliamentary clerks junkie sort of+eleey get off on all sorts of

interesting, quirky things that happen in parliament. But he hasarg@at contribution in that area

to the Australasian Study of Parliament Group, and coming back to this Parliament, both as Clerk of

this house and as Clerk of the Parliaments, he has been a significant contributor to the management of

the Parliament ovall.

Whil st we have three departments, they work coll a
that he has been the Clerk of this house has been very sigrifgignificant in a time of change, in

a time of challenge. Some of that change leas lin terms of even the personnel of this place, which

has been significant and could not possibly have been anticipated eiggard @go. But Andrew has

been able to work through that. Obviously COMHho would have believed that we would have

the sots of challenges that have occurred as a result of that and having to think differently about the

way this place should and could operate? That is really something that has been, arguably, very

difficult for parliaments to de-making changes historically.h@y evolve, but ever so slowly,

gl acially, and yet in this period under Andrew’ s
by his vision, which was very much part of the line of questioning at his interview for the job, and

certainly by the fet that he has brought that experience from the other places where he has worked,
contributed and observed back to the benefit of this Parliament.

This Parliament is much the richer, much the better, for the contribution of Andrew Young as Clerk
over thispast seven years or so and indeed the time before he took the main role. Can | join with those
others here to extend my best wishes to you and your family for the future. | am disappointed that my
choice for Clerk has decided to leave quite so early, becathink that you had much more to
contribute, but no doubt your talent will be applied to the benefit of this community in other ways.
Thank you for your work. Thank you to your family for the support of your work here. Thank you for
the contribution tht you have made to the development of so many of our staff and our organisation,
and all the best, Andrew, going forward.

Dr RATNAM (Northern Metropolitan(18:16: | too, on behalf of the Greens, my current and also
former colleagues, want toin in this motion and echo the sentiments that have been shared already
in this chamber this afternoon. Thank you, ¥&ung—Andrew—for your service. Reflecting on your
service here, | am reflecting that there is a special group of people in this plaaeesveimd must be
the stewards of the integrity of this institution, and, Andrew, you and your team have certainly
exemplified this at every single turn. Your work has allowed people and the Victorian people to trust
and have confidence in the work thataeg and we are in a stronger position because of the work of
you and your team that you have led. I just want to thank you so much for your service, your expertise,
your wisdom and your counsel, shepherding us through some pretty challenging and teslat tim
times but always trying to support and enhance all the work that we do. | just want to wish you all the
very best on behalf of the Greens.

Dr CUMMING (Western Metropolitan (18:17: Thank you, Andrew. Look at that smile
Mr Young and | met at Parliament kindergarten the day before | was sworn in when | had to walk
straightuptoM¥oung and say, ‘*My biggest problem is | t |
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favour and disendorse me. Wh asworsinaganindegenderds, happen
and who should I tell?". And Andrew was absolut el

days after that and then the whole four years, every time | had a problem, giving me that honesty and
integrity and making mieel calm around seeing some of the most dishonest things | have ever seen.
But thank you, MiYoung. You promised me that | may get one of your black jackets for Halloween,
and if there is one kicking around this place that | can use @ct®ber, | redy would appreciate it.

And, yes, we both are not morning people. You are starting to come alive. Enjoy the rest of the time
with your family.

Ms SYMES (Northern Victoria—Leader of the Government, Attorn@eneral, Minister for
Emergency Servicg$18:18: That was a lovely tribute to Andrew. And thank you to everyone who
made contributions. You are still a little bit red, but that is a good thing. There is lots of love in the
room for you, so thank you so much on behalf of the governmentgaae

| want to take the opportunity briefly to extend that goodwill to the broader Parliament in a brief
summing up. To Anne Sargertimazing. To your team, you are exceptional, and we all appreciate
the hard work that you guys put in. The full teamlefics, the committee staff, the table office staff

teams of great people who have been incredible in their stewardship and wise counsel throughout the
59thParliament.

I think at the end of every term itamestal, whuys dés
has to trump them. | am not letting anybody else take that mantle. The 59th Parliament has been the

most challenging. To that end | do want to extend my thanks on behalf of the chamber to Greg, Chris,

Patrick, Philip, Peter and Jim, amagipeople who we love to see each and every sitting day. To

catering, the library, security, protective service officers, maintenance, garden staff and Hansard, thank

you; you all deserve the utmost thanks and respect and praise. Many of them are here arken

not, particularly Hansard, who are here after hours and are subjected to so much that they do not

deserve. Thank you to them.

To all members, all the best for the coming months. Many of you have really assisted me in my role

of ensuring that thislace operates as effectively as possible, and we have completed a lot of really

good work on behalf of Victorians. There are several members that we know will not be with us next

term, and we will hear from some of them shertybviously MrRich-Phillips, Mr Ondarchie,

Ms BurnettWake, MrAtkinson and MiSomyurek. Part of the reason | am hijacking the opportunity

to do this now at the end of Andrew’s Geppti on and |
and MrElasmar, and | know that after IMeeheard from them, | will not get through what | am trying

to get through now. They are exceptional humans. To the President, the ascension, the nomination of

your role here was met with absolute multiparty

A member: A standing ovation.

Ms SYMES: A standing ovation; | will take up the interjection. You have not wavered by losing
any of that support from any person in this chamber, | can guarantee that. You are an exceptional
person. Geppy, your contributions, your wit, your compasstbat hear—will be missed from this
place. My Northern Victoria colleague, personally we will absolutely miss you. But | will absolutely
be keeping in contact with you both.

Although not likely to go far, | do want to make the point that this chamber will be worsettoff wi

Ms Taylor joining the Assembly. There of course may be some people that are here today who as a
result of electoral outcomes may not get to return to this place, and to those people | express my
regards. This chamber is a reflection of diverse andntfiliemocracy. We all come with different
perspectives, values and motivations. But on the whole | know that we are all here to do our very best
for Victorians, and | thank everyone for those endeavours. There are some remarkable people in this
place.
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With the indulgence of the chamber, to my Labor team, you are the best. | am so proud of you and
everything that we have achieved. | want to see you back on this side of the chamber post November.

Motion agreed to.

The PRESIDENT: On that basis, | call the €k to stand. | do not want to repeat what | said to
you this morning, but | believe | should repeat that you always put the integrity of Parliament first, and
you should be as proud of that as we are proud of you. On behalf of everyone, thank you lvery muc
and good luck.

Members applauded.
Members
MS BURNETT-WAKE
Valedictory statement

Ms BURNETT-WAKE (Eastern Victorig(18:23: Thank you, President, for the last time. It has
been a great honour and privilege to be the first female Limeraber of Parliament to represent the
residents of Eastern Victoria. | am extremely grateful to have had this opportunity, and | am proud of
the work and the impact | have had. | have met many wonderful people and community groups during
my time representg Eastern Victoria, and | know many of those connections made will be lifelong.
| am thankful to have had tremendous support from my family and friends and a number of my
colleagues too.

Firstly, to my family—my husband, Peter, and our sons, Dylan anibAdrthank you for the love

and support. You are my foundation. To my parents, my sisters and their families, thank you. To my
staff, who have been on this journey with-mgulia, Taylah, Sarah, Michael and Raitihank you

for all your contributions. | couldot have done this job without the dedication, loyalty and support
you all provided.

In my inaugural speech | spoke about the Liberal Party as family, and | certainly have a supportive
one. Thank you to Holly Byrne, Frank Greenstein, Scott Newstead, Bee, Edéichael McKinnell,

Alistair Osbourne, Sarah and Ray Krummins, Aaron Violi, Gareth Ward, Steve Macarthur, Sophie
Wiseman and all the other members, too many to mention, who have supported steotad.also
mention the Knox Raupglanet WiliantseKeraelWhite,alen &enandez and
others. You ladies are truly inclusive and have the best interests in seeing women elected and
supporting any woman. Thank you for your support and for coming today. To all my Liberal
colleagues, thank yofor your support. It has been wonderful to get to know my-Liberal
colleagues in this place, as well as the parliamentary staff that work so hard to support us and keep this
place running smoothly.

Although my time here has not been as long as | wishe/e been rather busy. | have talked a lot,
something | have always had a bit of a reputation for, but a good quality for a politician, surely. Taylah,
one of my wonderful staff members, has informed me | have spokenedsover 14itting weeks.

| am informed that is more than some MPs have spoken in their entire career of severahterms
names mentioned. As well as talking in this place a lot to advocate on behalf of those | represent,
whether it be debates on bills, motiasadjournments o constituency questions, | have been
actively involved in committee work. The committee work has been an unexpected highlight. | have
had the privilege of working on three different
system, the inquirinto children affected by parental incarceration and most recently the inquiry into
extremism in Victoria. | have learned a great deal from these inquiries, and they were all important;
however, the extremism inquiry is especially timely.

| entered politis because public service and assisting those who need help have always been
something | have done. | have al ways approached
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there is a way to get a positive outcome for those that | representfihavél way. | am also often

asked why | am in the Liberal Party. Not Il ong aft
a girl from Moe end up in the Liberal Party?’. 1t
| believe in imividual freedom and free enterprise. People often like to label politicians. | have been

labelled everything from a righiting conservative to a woke, leftie, greenie social justice warrior.

Neither label is accurate.

I am very much liberal in the origihsense that Menzies proposed. | am a fiscally conservative, free

mar ket | iberal who is socially moderate. | am hap
not when reactionary extremists try to appropriate the word to describe theiinmgesgenda of
hatred, repression, exclusion, division and oppositiontewaxch women’ s ri ghts. What

not liberal, it is reactionary conservatism. | believe passionately in true representative democracy and
stable governance that represents timjority and works in their best interests. We need to be
compassionate and address the issues facing vulnerable minorities, but the heart of democracy is
delivering the best outcomes for the most people.

Regardless of economic and social philosophieit best all political parties should work to prevent

the theft of power by selippointed elites and autocrats. There is a mood for change in the way politics

is done and who the community want to represent them. It represents an opportunity foastiange
improvement but also a danger that extremist groups will be allowed to set the agenda. We can see
that voters are also worried by these gredgs they should be. When voters are disappointed by all

the choices offered to them, they lose faith in dea@yciWhen people cast their vote and it makes no
difference, faith in the electoral system is undermined. Some are seeking alternative ways to bring
about change. We cannot afford for people to turn away from democracy, because the alternative is
all too dovious—it means less freedom, less prosperity, less fairness.

A lesson from the extremism inquiry is that extremist groups share a range of toxic characteristics that
do not appeal to the majority. Most have an-dathocratic, autocratic agenda. They rdesguise

this as restoring freedoms or correcting fabricated injustices, but their real goals are to increase the
power, wealth and influence of their saffpointed leaders and to scapegoat minorities for fiscal and
legal policy failings. It is their detmination to subvert democracy and the law that makes them
unacceptably extreme. They cannot win mainstream support legitimately, and they rely on
misinformation and culike practices to build a following. These dishonest actors are currently
thriving in an environment where sensational lies get more social media engagement than the truth.
Chillingly, political events in the US have encouraged factions who now believe the time has come
for their racist, nationalist, LGBTIQating, preconversionandanho men’' s ri ghts agendas
to the fore. Their family values are far from mainstream Australian family values.

Coded language and deniable symbolism allow demagogues to incite violence and division while

protecting themselves from laws intended to st@phate speech they spread. They use obscure

language and references to disguise aggressive, menacing behaviour on the internet and render it
deniable. These cults try to splinter our society while, ironically, speaking of oneness and unity. Their
extremepositions always serve a divid@dconquer approach. Ordinary Victorians need to awaken

to the threat from these groups. Some are involved in politics, building factions with detailed and

effective plans to undermine and corruptdemocracy in Victoridang t r al i a today. ‘I nf il
i mpel "’ is their strategy. They are seeking routes
goals, and it is fair to say that this is not the exclusive preserve efvigipgroups. Their goal is to

target faltering democratic institutions, where a vaefjanised minority can effectively disenfranchise

the majority, removing moderate representation options for voters and degrading faith in democratic

process.

Truth, honesty and clear, unambiguous lagguare being destroyed by relentless engines of

misinformation, both local and foreign. | do not see any signs that the war over language, our very
words, being fought between the extreme left and right is subsiding. Rather, it is escalating, with
ordinarypeople constantly being divided and forced to pick sides on fringe issues. Vulnerable groups
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are being used as political footballs as each side indulges in Orwellian propaganda. These groups and
practical, moderate policy are victims of this lurch towaxtsemes that leaves voters frustrated by
dogmatic attacks on freedom, from both sides.

Politics is a transactional numbers game. If you are in a political party, you need the numbers to get
preselected, after which you need the numbers to get el€btrdyou need the numbers to pass bills

and motions. If we do not have a representative Parliament but groupings who have extreme views

and hold the numbers, it means they will be able to set the legislative agenda without democratic
checksand balanceh™t i s concerning. | have previously sto
on the horizon’, and it is. We must be vigilant,

Despite all the concerns, | want to remain positive in the face of distres&ntgs, both local and
global. | believed that becoming involved in politics was the right way to be most effective and to do
the most good, not in service of some abstract aaidea or for the bidding of others but directly

for the benefit of the etesn region, Victoria and Australia.

Moving forward | am not sure if | will return to politics. That is yet to be determined. However, what

I do know is that | will carry on public service in some form. | will pick up my volunteering. | will be
active in ny local community. | will try to do good wherever | can. | look back at my time here with
great pride and fondness for the people | have met and knowing just how brutal and challenging but
rewarding stepping into the arena of politics can be.

Membersappluded
MR ATKINSON
Valedictory statement

Mr ATKINSON (Eastern Metropolitgn(18:35: It is an extraordinary privilege and honour to be
elected to this place and to represent fellow citizens. In many respects we are a jury representing those
citizens, a jury which is invested with their trust and their hopes. Indeed in my view the Parliament is
more important for those who are not here in this place than for those who are, those who have the
opportunity, the rare opportunity, to give voice afigct to the aspirations of our communities. In
most cases those of us in this place are far less qualified and have less knowledge or lived experience
than those who are outside, those people that we represent.

So Parliament is not a place we shouldesee platform for power and ambition for politicians or their

parties. Indeed it is a privilege that we have that comes with significant responsibilities. The Parliament

is a safeguard of our democracy and the rule of law and the guarantee of the, sqaality and

freedoms of our citizens. When we enter the Parliament, through the front door there is a quote from

the book of Proverbs in the Christian Bible, *Whe
of counsel | orisanimpctantreminder teus 6f the walle.of thie tiverse knowledge

and experience of the members of this place, their responsiveness to the advice of others outside the
Parliament and to the expression of the citizens in choosing their representatvéiseia

governments.

Itis an arrogant and foolish government or alternative party that believes that they have all the answers

and an exclusive mandate. Indeed former Speaker Telmo Languiller used to say there are two
mandates in the Parliament: one floe government to pursue its manifesto and the other for the
oppositior—and that might well be extended to the minor parties as—ellquestion the
government’'s decisions and actions and to propos
diminishedaccountability of governments to their parliaments and to the people who have entrusted

them to use that power wisely and even cautiously.

Tolerance and respect are not a-osag street, and the right to free speech is not exclusive to some
citizens or aganisations but rather to all citizens and organisations in a strong and robust democracy.
The crucial responsibility to Parliament is to protect the right of free speech, yet all too often we are
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seeing instances of intolerance, bullying and a lack peat$or each other, even in this place. How
many times do we see that children who come in school groups to this place are horrified to see the
behaviour of members of Parliament; we are supposed to provide the exemplar of how people should
behave. We aréhe ones who complain about bullying, we are the ones who complain about
intolerance, and yet so often the behaviour in this place can be intimidatory.

Can | indicate that | think that the importance of Parliament is certainly to nurture and empower our

citizens and our communities and to encourage and inspire young Victorians who will be our future

leaders. We have a very significant and onerous responsibility to protect the vulnerable. My filter has

always been on the future. | guess at my age in particeflect always on what the impact is of the

decisions that | and we make on our children and our grandchildren. | often say to audiences of people
about my age, “You know, governments can make de
itle bit, but by and | arge the die is castButdhe your | i v
decisions we make have such an impact on our children and grandchildren going forward. | am
conscious, as some people have spoken about in this place amdydeagiee, of the way we are

depleting the resources of this world and our counthat we are not actually considering sufficiently

the future needs of those future generations, that we are brutal at times in the way we approach the
management of our einonment and that we do not recognise some of the issues of things that have

actually protected and enriched our lives but on a basis where we are actually borrowing from our

children, and | think that we need to do better.

Indeed | have certainly beliegt in this place, going back to that tolerance factor, that it is really
important to listen to other people. In my\&fars | would hope that the public record would show

and affirm that | have never sought to ridicule other people in this place. thhirikhave tried to set

a standard in the way | have behaved in this place, and | have tried to make sure that my focus is on
contesting ideas, not actually trying to destroy other people, to bully other people. It is important to
me to listen to what oéin people have to say, because | have found throughout my life that by listening

to others | have actually come to better decisions. Our governments cannot afford to be arrogant and
foolish in dismissing the views of other people, the views of other padieone comes to this place

with all the answers, and whilst we operate in an adversarial system, that does not mean that we ought
to simply trample all over the views of others, and more importantly, we should not play the man

we should not be trying tidicule somebody for the ideas that they bring to this place. Because what

is really crucial in this place is free speeghe protection of free speech; making sure that we uphold

the rule of law, not just in enacting those laws but in fact in the wayraetise our own behaviours

and the way we set examples to others.

| am asked from time to time, as no doubt many of you are, what is the best thing about being a member
of Parliament. What | always answer is: the inspiring people that | meet. | hathe ligoabd fortune

of meeting kings and queens, including Her Majesty Elizabethseveral occasions; presidents and
prime ministers from around the world; movie staseme of whom | did not even know who they
were—and sports stars, who | had more familjawith. But | met these famous people, and | say to
those who ask me what | find inspiring or what | have liked most about being a member of Parliament
that it is the inspiring people | met in our communities: the women or men on a canteen at a local
football ground who worked there for 20, 30, 50 years; the people who have been school crossing
supervisors; the people who have done Meals on Wheels; the people who support palliative care
programs—inspiring people, and also young people, the young pedpueavre our future leaders.

Throughout my period in this place of three decades, | brought in school captains from my electorate
every year, bar the two years of COVID, satlhave brought them in and shown them this place and
talked to them, and in faby good grace a number of members around this place from all parties have
had the opportunity to meet with some of my school captains and talk to them as we have moved
around the building. And can | say that when | meet those young people | am encoooadditea

future. | have no doubt about their leadership, about their commitment to a better world and about their
recognition of some of the really important issues that are ahead of us and that we must confront and
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their impatience with us for not addriegsthose issues more effectively and not addressing those
issues more quickly, particularly things like climate chargententious for some, not for me.

The climate has been changing since the day the world started, but there are real issues now in how
we are compounding some of that change and certainly for us in terms of, if nothing else, what we
need to do to mitigate some of the impacts of that chaimgéhis country obviously bushfires and
droughts—leading on to things that we have got to conside,fbod security.

One of the great privileges that | have had has been working with multicultural communities. It has

been a passion. Those communities have contributed so much to this state and its advancement. | get
annoyed, really annoyed, at how patsing some people are, some members of Parliament are, let

alone people in the community, to those multicultural communities. So many people talk about their

food and their festivals and think, “1 7 ve tick:e
coomunities’ contribution Hevy, that does not eve
these multicultural communities is the extraordinary diversity of those communities, the knowledge,

the experience and the ideas that they bring, the entetishey bring. People from multicultural

communities are far more likely to start a new business than Australians, probably because the biggest

decision of their life was actually to leave their home country to come here, and once you have made

that sot of a decision, starting a business is a cinch. But those communities give us so much. | know

there are a number of members in this place, particularlyidfr Kieu, who | have shared many

platforms with in multicultural communities, and | know that he: lgmarticularly appreciate the great

possibilities for these communities to take our state and our country forward. It is not just about the

food. It is not just about the fashion. It is not just about the festivals. It is about the real strength that

they bring in enriching our community.

When | came to this place in 1992 the state debt was a little ov&ill®80 and we were really

worried about it. Today the state debt is six times that and headed north. The excuse is COVID. To
some extent, yes, theelis some legitimacy in that argument, but really there has been too much
ignorance in terms of what we are doing in this state in our spending. The reality is thatwtiéd 70

already in the forward estimates, this state cannot possibly pay badklihétis not possible with

the taxes that we have. The federal government might be able to recover the excessive outlays that
were made over the last couple of years, again in the shadow of COVID, because of the taxes that are
available to them and thgrowth of the economy, but that is simply not possible for the state
government when you look at the range of taxes that we have available. So going forward our state
governments need to be very careful about their spending and about the sorts oftpabjduy

manage and make sure that that management is a lot tighter than it has been in recent times, because
the challenges that face this state are significant. Economic growth is stifled where that debt is
excessive. Opportunities for young peoplestified where that debt is excessive. The challenges of
things like climate change have price tags, and the ability to meet those costs, the ability to pay those
prices, is restricted if the debt is excessive. It is extraordinary to think back to thensdhaewe had

about a $3Willion debt, and the way that was addressed was by the sale of some enterprises in
particular. Those opportunities are not available to us today.

| have had a remarkable career in this place, and | have worked witkexdpaaedinary people. There

are many people who have been with me on this journey over the course ofytbats3@ho have
certainly enriched my life, who have taught me a lot and who have given me a perspective on life that
perhaps | would not otherwidave had but that | have certainly appreciated. | thank all of the people
who work in this place, the staff of this Parliamenwill not go through names because the danger

is | could leave people out, and they all know who thepmayaay—andcertainly d of those people

who have supported us in this chamber and beyond in this Parliament; my staff in my electorate office
over that 3Q/ears; people in community organisations; people that | have worked with in so many
different organisations as an adjutwimy parliamentary career; obviously family and friends, who
have underpinned the work that | have done and to whom | owe a great debt of gratitude; and of course
my colleagues in the Liberal Party.
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| join with Cathrine BurnettWake in some of the remarksat she has made, because what | have
appreciated is those people who have aligned with the valuetitivat$eens important as a Liberal

and that | think my community has valued i n my
in the Libeal Party who get into all sorts of strife, and you can tell when they are in strife because they
evoke the ghost of Menzies. Most of those people do not really read their history very well, because
as Cathrine Burnetake pointed out, Menzies brought tthger two components, conservatives and
Liberals, and melded them into an effective paftyere are those people today who dismiss the
Liberals and who believe that the way forward is purely conservative. That is not the way forward.
We need as a party be responsive to changing community needs and aspirations. The Liberal Party
has been very good at that for more than five decades, back to the 1940s in fact, so it is considerably
more than five decadesamaths is not my strong suit. But the party has adwmsen responsive, and

it has therefore been electorally successful. It is important that it remains dasegidchurch, that it
remains responsive to a community, that it remains socially progressive and economically responsible,
which goes to the poisthat | made about state debt here in particular.

There are many challenges going forward: energy, housing for young people, trankpading
circumstances there, obviously the environment and so forth. Future parliaments are going to continue
to have ballenges. Whilst Jaclyn Symes as the Leader of the Government has indicated this was
probably one of the most, if not the most, challenging parliaments, no doubt the future will bring its
own suite of challenges, and some of them may well be greateéhtisanwe have faced.

| wish those who follow us every success and every wisdom in the decisions they make to ensure that
this state continues to be one of the great places in the world to live, to work, to invest, to raise a family,
to in fact create theogt of future that we want our children and grandchildren to have and the sort of
future that those people from multicultural communities came to this country to achieve. | thank you
all for the extraordinary privilege that | have had to serve in thigplac

Members applauded.
MR RICH -PHILLIPS
Valedictory statement

Mr RICH -PHILLIPS (South Eastern Metropolitarf18:59: When | first stood in this place
23years ago | did not imagine the extraordinary journey that was to follow. Being a member of
Parliament is not merely a job; it is a vocation, a unique vocation. It is a rare privilege that requires an
all-encompassing comitment that spans the electorate, that spans the Parliament, and for most of us
spans the party. In return, though, it offers extraordinary opportunities to meet and engage with people
across the state from all walks of life on a whole range of issdés participate in the mostimportant
events and decisions of the day, and of course no two days are ever alike.

It has been an incredible honour for me to serve in the Legislative Council, representing the
Eumemmering Province and South Eastern MetrgpolRegion, and to serve {&ars on the
frontbench as a minister, shadow minister, Deputy Leader of the Liberal Party and Deputy Leader of
the Opposition. | have had the privilege of serving in six parliaments, and all of them have been unique;
all have lad different political makeps and different characters based on who was here. This
Parliament is very different to the last Parliament, and no doubt the next Parliament will be very
different again.

My journey has included serving with 130 other memioérthe Legislative Council: six Liberal
leaders, six presidents, six premiers, five governors and three clerks, and now unexpectedly serving
under two sovereigns. In my time here we have dealt with Aii82nd the state budget has grown

from $23billion to $99billion last year. For me policy has always been more interesting than just the
politics, and | have been very fortunate to have been involved in areas of interest to me, such as
industry policy, treasury, finance and governance.
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| was fortunate tgpend my first 1{ears here on the Public Accounts and Estimates Committee, and

| cannot think of a better learning ground to understand how government really works. So much of the

good work of parliamentary committees goes unnoticed. | have beergadvitechair multiple select

committees and standing committees in the Legislative Council, including the Standing Committee

on Finance and Public Administration in the SB#rliament, which was | think the closest we have

ever come to having a genuinebpo accounts committee, and it was a testament to that Parliament

that it saw value in putting together a structure like that. As chairman of the select committee into the

port of Melbourne sale, | was pr oficatlegidlaive t hat cor
change which produced better outcomes for port users, better outcomes for regional Victorians and

ultimately a better budget bottom line.

The majority of my time in this place, 19 of $&ars, has been in opposition, which is challepgin

its own way and often frustrating. However, serving as deputy leader alongside then upper house
opposition | eader Mary Wooldridge and working cl ¢
Georgie Crozier was one of the rare highlights of being in gifimo. But of course serving as a

minister is the ultimate opportunity to make a difference for Victorians, and | am proud to have served

in the cabinets of premiers Ted Baillieu and Denis Napthine in the portfolios of Assistant Treasurer,

which was verymuch an internal governmefuicused portfolio, and also the externally focused

portfolios of technology and aviation industry.

As Assistant Treasurer | led a team that delivered the rewrite of the WorkCover legislation, which was
based on the recommendatiof the Hanks review. We withdrew Victoria from national OH&S
harmonisation. If there was ever an example of where harmonisation had gone wrong, where a model
required everyone to drop to the lowest common denominator rather than rise to best praasice, it
OH&S harmonisation, and we stand by our decision to take Victoria out of that. We twice lowered
premiums for WorkCover and we saved Victorian businesses oven$lidf while keeping the
scheme solidly in the black.

I was pl eas e deasuy repon thé/mirgster@lrcourcil tisat s&t up the NDIS. It was an
interesting ministerial council. It had Treasury reps from each jurisdiction and it had community
services reps from each jurisdiction. It became very clear early in that processlthtitesd were a

lot of opportunities for Victoria there were also a number of risks to the WorkCover scheme and to
the TAC scheme, which both ran similar supported care schemes to what NDIS now does. In response
to that we were very successful in secuting headquarters of the National Disability Insurance
Agency to go to Geelong, where we had announced WorkCover would go alongside the TAC, and we
worked with Deakin University to set up a centre of insurance excellence to ensure that those three
agenciegould collaborate, that we could build a skills base and importantly that we could manage the
risk to TAC and WorkCovekVe modernised and simplified the procurement framework to prioritise
value for money for government and to minimise costs for vendodsthis is something which
continues to need reform to this day. Working wit
we stabilised what at the time was a deteriorating budget position and went on to deliver four surplus
budgets and what turned datbe quite complex tax reform in introducing the fire services property

levy.

Soon after coming to government w6enecalVVedraposet
which were highly critical of the way in which a number of lasgale ICT pragcts had been

undertaken. As Minister for Technology it fell to me and my team to put in place a new platform,

which we did through a wholef-government ICT strategy which reformed the way in which

government purchased ICT, with a focus on buying scadéislee-shelf products rather than building

massive bespoke projects from scratch.

We introduced the first data access policy. We recognised that government holds enormous volumes
of data and does very little with it, but it is actually very valuableysaindertook reform of the
intellectual property framework in the state. We launched the DataVic access policy to require
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agencies to release their dataake it available to other agencies and make it available to the private
sector—so that we could havariovation and better policy outcomes.

At the time, skills in technology were in short supply, and we implemented a comprehensive policy to
attract and retain skilled ICT workers, both school leavers and rajangeople who were seeking a
career change.rthe industry development front we facilitated more than f#30and $1. billion

of private sector investment in ICT, in biotech and in the small tech sector. Through that period
Victoria was rated as the national leader in digital government.

One of ny great passions is the aviation industry, and | was privileged\trister responsible for

the Aviation Industryn the Liberal government. Few people know that Victoria is actually home to
the largest Boeing factory outside North America, and in Gipdsve have had Mahindra GippsAero
building the only certified Australiadesigned aircraft in the country. In my own electorate we have

got Marand and RUAG, which build critical components for the joint strike fighter. So we have got a
world-class aerogze industry, and it was my brief as minister to work with the aerospace industry
and the aviation industry to develop export opportunities and to attract investment. Some of that related
to manufacturing and a lot of it related to pilot training, atimgdmternational contracts to Victoria.

One of the last projects we worked on, which | was particularly proud of, was tila8Rustralian
Defence Force pilot training contract, which was secured just after the change of government on the
back of work lhat we had done through our period of government to secure it for Sale. It was a
particularly competitive project. We worked with Lockheed Martin and Pilatus to get it to Victoria.
The competitor was Tamworth, which is in the electorate of the then Dy Minister, Barnaby

Joyce; we managed to wrest it away from New South Wales and get it to Victoria, which was a great
outcome.

A lot of that work was underpinned by our govern
supported the upgrade of Bjional airports across Victoria. It was a program which demonstrated

that with a small amount of money you can leverage a lot of contributions in kind from local
communities. With that small amount of money we were able to see some projects brought forward

and a lot of those projects delivered much earlier than otherwise would have been the case. One of my

fondest memories of that program is actually from a weekend when | ended up in Cobden, inthe south

west of the state, in Midc Ar t hur ' s e Inte Cabdem an Saturdaylmormirg,raind they

were holding a sausage sizzle. The sausage sizzle was in fact to raise funds to fund the sealing of the

runway at their local airport, which was used by the air ambulance and aerial ag operators. Having
boughtasusage, | was actually without a hint of iron
and |’ m her e manthditley had the gréfit anth they had fihished the sealing of the

runway, which was years earlier than would have been posaiblady been relying on just raising

funds through the sausage sizzle.

Public life is a noble and worthwhile profession, yet it is also deeply misunderstood by a fairly cynical
electorate. The Australian National University has done research that shtomw4 984 around 5per

cent of Australians had trust in our parliamentary system. By 2018 that had fallen to petc2at.
Parliament is central to our democracy, and | have always believed that my most important role,
without doubt, has been as aliganentarian. | have had the opportunity to serve in this place alongside
some great parliamentarians, people who truly respected and understood the constitution, the
conventions and practices of this place, why they are important and how to make therpeaple

like Bill Baxter, Roger Hallam, Philip Davis, Gavin Jennings and Greg Barber, who all stand out for
their commitment as parliamentarianparliamentarians who also understood that Parliament should
involve genuine debate, not just proforma speeeneparliamentarians who knew how to work both

on and off the record and the fact that conversa
chair could be as effective at getting outcomes as what happens in this place

As members of Parliament wgake decisions for all Victorians and we have a duty to all Victorians,
not just those in our own electorates. Lawyers understand the concept of being an officer ofthe court
that is, having a duty to support the judicial system and uphold the judistehsys well as
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representing their clients. As parliamentarians we also have a duty to protect and uphold the supremacy
of the Parliament ahead of partisan or political convenience, and this is a fundamental duty. It is easy
for parties and governments af colours to want to circumvent, sidestep or dismiss parliamentary
convention, oversight or scrutiny for their own convenience. As parliamentarians we have a duty to
Parliament to ensure that does not happeailuty which transcends responsibility to party, a duty

which must be upheld if trust in the parliamentary system is to improve. Too often as members of
Parliament we fixate on the next election, either winning government or staying in government, yet
none of us was elected to simply campaigrtiersubsequent election. We were elected to do our
duty in the four years we are in this place to deal with the issues by our best judgement, and | think we
need to invest more time in looking at the issues of the day on the merits of the day ratbekittign |

at them through a filter of what it means for the next election.

One of the huge challenges we face as members of the Victorian Parliament is the decline in
community interest, knowledge and engagement in the state political process. Whenvéidshare

in 1999 that trend had already started. Media reporting of state politics was already largetg a by
compared with the coverage of the national sphere. There were, however, at least authoritative news
sources. We had two daily newspapers. Wid three commercial channels and the ABC. If you

wanted to see the news, you hadtowatchibatéc | ock. So there was a fairly

sources of news. But of course the rise of social media over the Igsar$shas changed that
inexorably. The media market is now fragmented into thousands of different channels, and the news
is what you want it to be. At the same time, mainstream media resources have been hollowed out in
an effort to compete. So capturing the attention of the Victodammunity on the serious issues we

face is more challenging than ever, and as we increasingly resort to social media and chase the tweet
or the Gsecond TikTok video it is easy to resort to dumbledn messages; however, as
parliamentarians we need to gubstance over form for the letgym interests of this state.

Over this journey | have had the privilege of working with so many people committed to the service

of Victoria. In particular | acknowledge and thank the staff of the Department of Treastipamck;

the then Department of State Development, Business and Innovation; WorkCover; the TAC; the
Emergency Services Superannuation Scheme; Cenitex; and the other agencies | worked so closely
with as a minister. The Parliament of Victoria has outstgnplinofessional staff, from the chamber
departments to the support departments to those that run, maintain and secure this building. |
particularly highlight the work of the clerks, the table and the chamber staff, who are the custodians
of the traditions iad the privileges of this house, and | thank them sincerely for all their assistance over
the last 23/ears.| would like to thank the people of Eumemmerring Province and the South Eastern
Metropolitan Region for electing me five times and for the prieilingy have given me in being able

to represent them in Parliament. It has been enormously rewarding to represent an area that over time
has spanned from Springvale to Frankston to Bunyip to Warburton to Reefton and over that time to
work with so many lodacommunities on a variety of local issues.

| thank the Liberal Party for the opportunity it gave me asye2bold to serve in this Parliament and

later to serve as a minister and as deputy leader. Without the Liberal Party it would not have been
possille for me to be a member of Parliament. | would like to thank my electorate chairmen and
electorate council and the thousands of party volunteers who have supported me over the years. In
particular | thank the preselectors who put their faith in-ge2old candidate in 1999. | hope that |

have repaid that faith.

Nothing is achieved alone, and | would like to thank my electorate and ministerial staff for their
incredible loyalty, dedication and hard work. When | was first elected MLCs only had one ateffer

for me that was Janet Cummings. Fory&érs, until she died, Janet was a wise, capable and loyal
office manager and a friend who | miss to this day. Later Janet was joined by Sudaomiaihe,
Yvonne Ashton, Colleen Holland and Sammy Analytishez#fovhom gave dedicated service, and |
thank them all. For the last six years Sophie Biviano has been a mainstay of the office, bringing
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commitment and tenacity, now ably supported by Laura Hammond. | thank them both for their
continuing hard work.

| thark my ministerial team: my chiefs of staff, Nick and Peter; Duncan, Andrew, Lisa, Arti, Christine
and Courtney, who worked in government and continues to do the hard yards in opposition; and Brian
Fitzpatrick, who made the jump from opposition to advisahief of staff—I could not have had
anyone better watching my back and helping deliver our agenda. Neil Lucas, a former member, has
been a friend and mentor for two decades.

Tim, Daniel, Erhan and Simon have all been good friends and trusted soundidsy Gaaneron has
been there from day one, personally and professionally. | thank each of them. | thank Ann for her
perseverance and unwavering support.

| owe great thanks to my family. My father, Ken, and my late mother, Joy, provided endless love and
instiled in me the values | have carried through this journey. It was Mum who encouraged me to first
become active in the Liberal Party. My sister Susan was my strongest supporter from day one of the
preselection campaign and with Doug has supported me ¢spryfshe way.

Having entered Parliament as the youngest ever member of this place, | have now spent almost half
my entire life as a member of the Legislative Council. We were reminded last week that no period of
service, no matter how great or how lolagts forever, and so it is for all of us here. | have always
been mindful of that fact, and it is a rare privilege for members to choose the time of their own leaving.
The splendour of this chamber is as thrilling to me today as it wasa?8ago. It lebeen the privilege

of my life to serve Victoria as a member of Parliament and as a minister. It is a privilege | will never
forget, and | thank everyone who has made it possible.

Members applauded.
MR GEPP
Valedictory statement

Mr GEPP (NorthernVictoria) (19:20: Following the previous speakers, it is an honour to rise in
this place. MiRich-Phillips is absolutely right: if ever you think that this is a forever gig, | invite you
all, if you have not, to go and have look at the transjtlan that was sent out by Parliament a few
weeks ago and just have a read through that and the dates. It is very, very blunt about when you return
your pass, when you return your computer, when you return your car and when you are turned into a
pumpkin. t is absolutely true, MRich-Phillips; | could not concur any more with you that this is not
a forever gig.

| think it is fitting that as the 2022 footy season concludes its business on Saturday this contribution
also draws the curtain on my six footy seasons in this place. | want to make some personal reflections
about my time as an MP, and of course | wilbaay the appropriate thankyous. In terms of the footy
analogy, it is not lost on me that as many of us rejoiced in thagdanevictory of the Sydney Swans

on the weekend and the demise of Collingwood, there will be some that will not be too upset to se
me depart this show as well. | was not sure, whertkinson was talking about standards in this
place, if he was looking at me. If | have offended anyone, | will not say | did not mean it, because |
think | probably did at the time, but | hope you dat take it personally.

Others who are |l eaving this place and their
Whilst | understand that sentiment, it is not one, | confess, that has been true for me in terms of being
my | i f e’ s hobtodiminishin amytwayt shapesor form the role that the Parliament or we

as individual MPs play. It has been a magnificent highlight of my professional career, one of the many
highlights in my professional career in the labour movement, and it hamlyeseen an honour to
represent the great Australian Labor Party and to serve the people of Northern Victoria. You have to
pinch yourself on some occasions to believe that you are in a particular room or a particular place or
with a particular person group of people or that you have the floor talking about the most remarkable

rol e
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issues. It can be breathtaking, as we know, and without a doubt it is a great privilege that only
128Victorians get to experience every four years. | am sure | probably harentite same array

of people that MAtkinson mentioned, but | did meet one of the great presidents of our time, | think,
Peggy O’ Neal, Il ast Friday. | adNMaikhdodsputyoward br eakf a
touch with some people that yda admire, and | absolutely agree with him that it is a great privilege

to be able to do that. | have never seen it as the greatest honour of my life because | see myself as part
of a whole moving wheel of people who make a contributiamether it is thelerks, whether it is

the table office, whether it is the security people, whether it is the IT people, whoever it might happen

to be, whether it is our constituents, whether it is the staff, the ministerial-effitet we all play a

role in this very comple very intriguing and very interesting dynamic that is the Parliament of
Victoria. | am pleased to have been able to play a part, absolutely, and | will cherish that.

To the people of the Parliament, the stafhave been around the public sector all ifiey We talked

about how MQuilty and | are alumni from the tax office. 1981 is when | started in the tax office. |
have been around the public service and public servants all of my life, and | have getandady

think | said it yesterday when | tabléte Scrutiny of Acts and Regulation repetiow blessed we

are to have people of such outstanding quality to provide the service. People get to see the theatre and
the show that we put on here from time to time, but it is the classic of the duck onetheittethe

legs underwater, furiously going. To all of yeiwill not name you individually-you are marvellous

people, and we owe you a debt of gratitude.

On a professional level, | think the thing that | most cherish in my time in the labour movement is
time with my unions. | am a trade unionist, and | spoke about that when | first came into this place. |
joined the mighty CPSU. It was not the CPSU then; it went through amalgamation. | joined the union
when | first started in the tax office, and thakam gave me the greatest honour in my professional life
when they made me a life member. For people who come from trade union backgrounds, that is
everything. That is the pinnacle. In fact the organiser who signed me up on my first day in the tax
office went on to become-my wife, Sue, is in the gallerrour best man. So those friendships run
deep and for a long time.

After leaving the CPSU, | joined the Finance Sector Union. | had a variety of jobs there. It was a bit

of a hodgepodge really. | am not suri feally set me up for Parliament, but | did everything from

running their policy and political program to their framd member engagement operations and
administration. But | was popular back then, particularly in the ALP, because | actually was very
instrumental in affiliating both the CPSU and the FSU to the Labor Party. Particularly in-the left

people sort of scratacdl ltdreiunihermdsuc iRead |tylte ACRVBU
up with the FSU. Certainly the synergy of the windttl did in those days did carry on into this place.

But it was not those unions that got me here, and | know this bloke will be watching, because the

person who is responsible is a fellow by the name of Shaun Reardon. Shaun was the assistant secretary

of the CFMEU at the time. | was at home on the back verandah, having a cup of coffee on a Sunday
morning, and Sean’s number popped up on the phone
Shaun want on a Sunday? What on earth could be going@en at@dhF MEU?* . And | had no
he was about to say, but he said that there was a vacancy about to come up in Parliament, that the

CFMEU wanted direct representation in the Parliament and that they wanted me to be their dog in the

fight. For those of yothat know Shaun, Shaun is a very, very difficult man to say no to. But he is a

beautiful man. | walked inside, and | must have had a look of fear on my face. | do not know, but Sue

said, ‘Gee, what’s happened?dintoParliammeatiodbehalfof t hi nk |
the CFMEU' . And | ife changed for a while after th,
of me ever since that phone call, and he and his wife, Brenda, are very, very dear friends of Sue and

me to this day. | lo& you, mate. Thank you.

My next call was to my other great mate in the union movermenbne of my other great mates
the state secretary of the FSU, Darren Martin. Funnily enough, Darren is now working for the
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CFMEU. But like Shaun, Darren could not be amyre supportive than he has been over the journey,
and | am thrilled to say that Darren and Jane remain lifelong friends of Sue and me.

This governmert-l had no clue when | came into this place about the reform. You know, when you
are not in this place yohear people talk about the government and often characterise the Andrews
Labor government as the most progressive government in this cathegydo that for a very good
reasonr—because it is. | have had to pinch myself on many, many occasions, jkisigtisibout the

things that | have had the great privilege to be involved in as a member of the great Labor caucus, a
member of the great Australian Labor Party and a member of the Andrews Labor government. It has
been a tremendous honour. There are famany achievements of this government for me to go
across. | could have a crack if you want, but | think, given the time, people-might

Members interjecting.

Mr GEPP: Do you want me to? | have been encouraged to incorporatetitantard | will not
go through them, but it will not surprise anyone here, | do not think, that out of everything that | have
had the privilege of seeing in this place and being a part of nothing will top the Big Housirg-Build
nothing. 1 am not sure if | have told anyonehistplace before, but | actually have a pretty deep
connection with public housing.

Members interjecting.

Mr GEPP: No, no. | do. For me, as | alluded to in my inaugural, having affordable and secure
housing is the most basic of human rights. Everythlag is white noise. If you do not have decent
housing, you have got nothing.

| was thrilled at the policy announcement of that great Minister for Housing, and he will go down in
the annals of Victorian history, | think. No disrespect to the currentrigouginister of course-he

will forge his own path-but Richard Wynne will rightly be recognised in the history books of this
state for the tremendous reform that he introduced into this Parliament. | was delighted when Richard
was making that announcemeratthe also announced that@s cent of the dwellings would be built

in regional Victoria,; it is so important. And | was delighted when | heard the current housing minister
just earlier today update the house in the other chamber that we have to tiatexeeks of 6300 of

those new houses. So to Minister Wynne and now Minister Pearson, thank you from somebody who
has lived it. It is so important.

| had the opportunity earlier to bump into Dick Wynne in Strangers, and | told him about starting life

in the Flemington public housing estate. | was not certain a few days ago whether | would actually be
making a contribution this afternced had not made up my mirdbut what made up my mind was

that | decided to go back to the old digs. | wanted to go baskéee it all began: Holland Court,
Flemington, fla#/65. Proudly, it does not exist anymore. It is gone. That joint that | grew up in almost

60 years ago thankfully has now gone. But it has been rebuilt, and some mum and dad and some other
little boy andhis big sister will get the chance to live in a place where it is safe, where it is warm,
where it is sustainableand | am very, very proud of that. | am very, very proud of that.

If | can briefly talk about my electorate of Northern Victoria, the firstg | want to say about itis
President, excuse me for my language: shit, it is big. It iDQ0&Gquare kilometres. It is massive. |
feel very, very sorry for Jaclyn, for Tim, for Tania and for Wendy. We should have eight MPs in that
electorate; it ishat big. It is massive. For anybody who is going to put their hard up

Mr Melhem : Give them helicopters.

MrGEPP:* Gi v e t he mom2sNovemizep it yeurds riot like driving, do not do it. Do
not run for office, because it is a big place.dkan | passed Mike and Mal Leyland on the road at
least 3&imes; that was just in the first year.
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Of course the best part of the job, as we all know, is the incredible people that you get to work with in

your electorate. We know that there are starsisnglace—and there are-and emerging stars and

people who make wonderful contributions and do wondrous things, but it is the folk out in the
electorate, the people who roll their sleeves up, whether it is a footy canteen or whatever it is, who do

so much. Bfore | mention them, and | do want to mention just a couple of them, | do want to generalise

by thanking the 31800 people in Northern Victoria who did not vote for me. | want to thank them

because | reckon | have met every one of them. One of thetlgjreg about having a regional

electorate is that people look you in the eye and tell you that they did not vote for you but they do it

with good humour and they do it respectfully, although | do have to say that on a couple of occasions

it was a bit discacerting. You would turn up somewheré could be in the middle of nowhere, and

believe me the middle of nhowhere exists in certain parts of Northern Vietand you would have

some bloke sidle up to you and shbhapormemi&ehhere, mat e.
for God knows how |l ong’, and you would just want
where you could get out quickly. Look, they were fantastic, everybody that | came across in Northern

Victoria. No, they did not vote for méunderstand that, but they did say it respectfully and they did

do it with a lot of humouand 141000 of them actually did vote for me, so there you go. Bugger

Jon Snow being king of the north.

| have a couple of favourite projects that | do wamLiickly mention if I might. There is the Echuca
Cancer and Wellness Centre. There is a bit of a story, and | will tell it very quickly, behind this, with
the board president, John Quirk, and the then CEO, Mike Delakyety; of the famous Delahunty
family. He was the CEO of Echuca hospital. Not long after | started Mike got me into the hospital for

|l unch, and he said, o want to show you around th
do it one on one. I [fit. Hg taols e tosahtloeshiny lhitsiand shosved’ . It we
them to me, and it was sensational. Then he went to his office and his boardroom. We had a beautiful

l unch, and | sai d, ‘' Mat e, |l ve really got to go’
S5past’ . [ sai d, ‘“Yeah, that’'s right’. He sai d, ‘

through the worst part of the hospital. It was the dialysis and oncology unit. We trudged up the stairs;

we had to get wup t hel ksitnagi rusp. tlh es asitda i r'sWh'y, aarned whee
broken’. So we had all of t hesedxtamWhentcampeat i ent s a
back to Parliament | got in touch withryMinister |
and very proudly in not too long a time we were able to make an announcemeniiibfiGor an

upgrade of that centre.

The Crossenvale Community Hous8heradin Clark runs that community centre. | got the pleasure
of going there earlier this year diadt year as well. We gave them a grant of @80 and you would
have thought that we had given them $#illion. What an outstanding group of people that coalesce
around that Crossenvale community centre. They are the real heroes of northern Victoria.

Shepparton Legaeylook, there are too many stories about Shepparton Legacy, but | do want to single
out my friend Leonie Wilson. | think | met Leonie at an Anzac Day function. Leonie introduced me
to five other women, and this group of volunteers had a&lh lmkagnosed with breast cancer very
recently. And they decided that they could either wallow or they could band together and they could
do something for their communityand they did. They provide an excellent service for the people of
Shepparton Legacy.h&y do a power of work in their community. Leonie, | do not know if you are
watching, but if you are-love you.

Two last ones that | want to mention are not big projects. These are not big things that happened.

Outside of the cancer and wellness centreeahbspital, these are just small things, but they mean so

much. There is | Wi sh |I>d Asked. Two peopl e, Ev a
had come up with this concept called I Wi sh |I'd
schoolwith people in aged care. They were concerned about the loneliness being experienced in aged

care. We worked together and we got the grartlughink it was about $12600—and you have

never seen bigger smiles on the faces of secondary students in tparineprea, particularly
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Wanganui. That is where most of the kids came from, and their connection with the people in that
aged care facility was just a beautiful thing.

Finally, the project dearest to my heart, Ardmona primary. There were a number wi@ments
that we were making around a particular budget, and there is this little school, which is, | do not know,
15kilometres out of Shepparton. | drove out there and knocked on the door of the principal, Jean

Varty, and | s ai d madé @ane of thdsehbigkcheady chegaes that wel are Imat
allowed to use anymoreif anyone has got any use for about 30 of them, | have got them; you can
havethem-and | said, ‘You'0V®' gotr ahabhegqee fior hdpPpene

was very very grateful, very polite, but | sensed that there was something wrong. This little school

has about two dozen kids, maybe 30 on their best day, and it was a beautiful old building. And | said

to Jean, ‘Can you show me?aroAnd sheiwbdosl dohot obe
old building; she kept me away. And | thought, T
turned out that they had a rec room for the kids, and there was also a kitchen area with four stoves. It

was theplace where they used to have breakfast club and teach the kids some Hfebskiisise

these kids all come from challenging backgrounds, and if not for that school, | do not know what they

would be doing. And the roof was falling in, and it had beenxbgitfor some 18nonths. And then

I went out to the staff room, and they had chicke
the chicken wire for?’. *Oh, that’s to keep the

i ssues here’

| wart to thank James Merlino, because | actually had to visit a few other schools that day in the area,

and al l of them said, “Oh, yes, we' ve got to cl os
these kids don’t go to rAe’'d.moAmrd It heygme ebaok a@gmd nlg
about it and worked with James and his staff over the naxbhhs, and | am so proud think it

was $59300. Do not quote me, but it was somewhere in that sort of vicinity. And if you want to have

a look at whathis school is like now, go on and google Ardmona Primary School. They have now

become a school of choice in the area. | am most proud of that project out of everything else | have

done.

| know | have gone on and | said | would not, but this is theitast so just a little bit more. | hope

that | have been true to my values in this place. | have tried my best to let them guide me. Sometimes
they have gotten me into trouble, | will grant you that, but the repercussions of standing up for my
values and mfriends were never important to me. It never bothered me that there may be some
repercussion for me, that there might be a cost; that did not matter. My values are my values, and they
are who | am.

As most of you know, | have had a bit of a perilousrewyrover the last three years, health wise. |

have got to say that on more than one occasion Sue and | were not quite sure about whether we were

going to get through it. Things got a bit hairy. In fact what saveenall tell you the full story one

day—was when Martin Foley stood up last year and announced that there were going to be some
restrictions on critical care. That actually saved me. | was on the table at the time and about to undergo
albhour operation, and thevelpuyl Iwed |thdr ryi moanet hir
‘“something el se’ s e—etaueh dvoot—thanks,aMamty. | \agprediate djour S o
intervention.

There were some times | could not rise to the challenge; try as | might, | could not andwedis the

That did not sit well with me, because we do have a responsibility in this place, and you should make

every effort. There were other days of course when | should not have been here but was able to make

it and drag myself over the line. | want tauik all of my colleagues, who knew that there were just

times when | could not do-tthat | would try, but | would leave a gap, and it might just happen at a
moment’s notice. So thank you for picking up the

| also want to particularly acknowledgetbpposition, who were aware of the circumstances. Pairing
at the time was-and still is—a bit of a prickly issue in this place, but | have got to say thagiivr
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andMrOndarchie reached out to me on behadayoi of t he

a pair’, and that meant a | ot. It gave us a | ot
the team would not be punished because | could not get to the line, so thank you.

Very quickly, | want to thank my staff. They are not heridinot decide until very late that | was
going to do it. | know that they are a bit pissed off that | did not forewarn them so that they could come
in, but to Antony, Zeynep, Jamie, Lela, Darren and Kate, you are wonderful people, and | am very
lucky tohave you. | promise that | will buy you lunch, and it might go for a few hours.

Can | thank all of the ALP branches across my electorate of Northern Victoria for their support and
for the support that they have given Jaclyn and me. It was never geodhiaghieafor us to get to
all of those meetings, and we thank you for your understanding.

My mate Jane is not here. We made a pact that we would do this together. Unfortunately we are not
able to do that. It would be remiss of me not to mention her tbtaye said a lot about her over the

last two months. | thank the family for giving me that opportunity, and yet it does not matter how
many times | speak about her, it always seems to be insuffier@ids for life—sometimes in life

you really get luck. Mr Barton said in an earlier contribution that new friendships get struck up in
this place and that they will endureand they will, absolutely they will. In addition to those new
friendships, | have gained two brothers for life. My two Lebanese mate#) &hd Cesar, you know

what you have done, and | love you for it.

To the broader Labor caucus, current and future, I wish you well. Only a Labor government can deliver
the sort of life that | think our citizens, our children need and deserve, and youistothing but
success. If | can in any way, shape or form turn a vote, then | will turn a vote. | will give it a crack.

To my family, none of us can do this work without the support of our families, and | have had
unwavering support from my kids, Amarated Daniel. Thank you, and | love you. My biggest family
support has come from a little mate who | know is watching through that camera. We had a bit of a
game that we would play over the last six footy seasons where | would scratch my nose if | was up on
my feet and he would know that that was for him. Landen, | do not have to do that today. He gave me

a |ittle photo frame on Father’'s Day, because he

frame, and on it was t liftthatlihavd eger otk and therbesttheng ' . It
that | am going to do after this, Landen, is spend so much more time with you, mate.

My beautiful wife, Sue, and | first went out on 16 February 398% embedded in my brairand

for all of that time it las been about unions and politics, campaign after campaign. Sue, | do not propose
to put you through another 4@ars of me. | do not think anyone deserves that. But | do promise that
now is your time. | love you.

Finally, solidarity forever, and carn théers!
Members applauded.

The PRESIDENT: We have in the gallery former members ¥tung, MrBoardman and
Mr Theophanous. Welcome.

MR ELASMAR
Valedictory statement

The PRESIDENT (19:59: Firstly, | wish to acknowledge the owners of the land pay my
respect to the elders past, present and emerging.

My fellow parliamentary colleagues and friends, | believe | am the last to give a valedictory speech,
and | am pleased you have stayed to hear it. Born in Lebanon and coming from a teaching and
academic background, | migrated to Australia ayedrs of age. It was very difficult leaving my
country, but with enthusiasm | came to my new home, Australia. | was to face many challenges, but

w



MEMBERS
3556 Legislative Council Wednesday, 21 September 2022

with much hope and hard work | persevered and overcame ohaisacles, chasing my dream to
become a member of Parliament as | believed | could make a positive difference and contribution. In
2006 | was endorsed by the Australian Labor Party and had the wonderful opportunity to enter
Parliament, elected to represtivd Northern Metropolitan Region. | thank the party for the trust given

to me to serve in the Legislative Council and to advance our Labor values. | also thank those in my
electorate for their vote and trust in me.

During my parliamentary career | encoenetd so many wonderful, talented and accomplished
people—too many to mention. | have been incredibly privileged and proud to assist my constituents
and to hear their stories, their concerns and about their struggles. My door was always open. There is
no geater honour in my view, no greater responsibility or greater undertaking in our democracy, than
to be entrusted by our fellow constituents with the duty to represent them and the opportunity to
contribute to legislation that protects their needs, sene@sinterests and shapes our great state.

| pay tribute to many communities and advocates in the Northern Metropolitan Region that | have had
the great pleasure of working with and supporting over the lastak§. This includes health, social
justice,s hool s, sport, disability, ethnic groups,
LGBTQI, RSLs and Indigenous organisatierand particularly the many volunteers for their tireless

work and input. They are to be commended. A dedicated locabeneraeds to listen, work hard and

fight hard to get results. A local member also needs to treat everyone decently and with much respect.
| take pleasure in knowing the lives of many people in my electorate have changed for the better, and
this gives me grat fulfilment.

The last 16/ears have been incredibly rewarding and enriching years to be part of, and it has been
gratifying to experience progressive reform, good policy and the changes that have been achieved so
far. We face and deal with enormous é&sudemands and expectations, and the implication of our
decisions can be dauntiagsuch as in the recent pandemic, especially when it was at its height. |
cannot begin to tell you how at times matters that looked simple could become amplified and
exaggerad.

We empower Parliament to work efficiently. We seek or are given advice. Most importantly we
implement our best in order to ensure that we are transparent arearieahen move forward. This

is what we do. | was guidedguided and judgedbut | believel was guided with the best of my
abilities, which was the best of my judgement, wisdom and integrity, and | sincerely believe this made
me the man | am humbled to be today.

| particularly wish to acknowledge and thank my loyal electorate office staférAllmnohue, who
has been with me from the beginning; Aparakinisand ArcadeCollins, who have supported me
endlessly; as well as my past staffers Hannah, Lea, Stephanie, Daniel and Jonathan.

In my current role as President of the Victorian LegislativeriCib | wish to thank the Premier, the
Honourable Daniel Andrews, and the caucus for endorsing me. | wish to thank the Leader of the
Government for nominating me. | wish to thank you all for electing me. At the time you may recall |
stated | would do my oiost to protect the integrity of Parliament, as the Parliament is for the people
and we are here to represent this great state, and if | had not, | would have betrayed the integrity of
Parliament, my colleagues and most importantly myself. | believehelioest with what | had. There

is plenty of criticism that parliamentarians attract, but | will leave as a great advocate of our profession,
of the demands on all our lives and for the importance of good government and the importance of the
institution ofthe Parliament.

I wish to acknowledge and thank my former and
and Christina Smith, and also | would like to thank Lex, who makes sure | am always on time. As well

my thanks go to the Deputy Presidemtl @cting presidents; to all of you, my colleagues; and to the
amazing clerks and parliamentary staff as well as department staff. Their unwavering commitment,
guidance, loyalty and patience were always appreciated. It goes without saying that thargpliality

O0Ca
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integrity of the people who fill these positions are absolutely vital to the respectable progress of this
Parliament—a difficult and valued job. Well done.

| therefore will leave Parliament proud, honoured and humbled to the very end, and | truhahbpe
fulfiled my duties. | hope and believe that my work ethic, duty of devotion and integrity not only to
my constituency but also to the Parliament never faltered. | believe | am wiser, feel rewarded and see
things differently, though | wish at timésey could have been different. | cannot adequately find the
words to convey to you the sense of the feeling of independence, and | sincerely thank you all
individually very much indeed.

| wish to also sincerely thank my Lebanese community, who have hegtka Their belief in me,

their spirit and their support never faltered, and | hope | have done them proud. | look forward to the
next generation of my community being involved in politics and better contributing to the Victorian
way of life.

| am leaviry with sadness but with renewed enthusiasm. | look forward to better days ahead. | will
take with me many eventful, amusing and funny memories.

To my late parents-and | know you are watching from above, with my two brothgisu taught us

wi t h Go djtobe poldetsbe loyal and to be honourable, and for that | say thank you. To my
brothers, sisters, nephews, nieces, cousidswia and friends, | thank you all for your ongoing
support and faith in me. The blessing in my life, | feel my main aamernt which gives me most
happiness and fulfilment, is my family, who are here today: my wife, Heam; my son Riad and his
wife, Jodie, and my grandchild, who is probably asleep; my daughter, Adele; and my son Robert. | am
a proud husband, a proud fathepreud fathetin-law and a proud grandfather. Siobhan always adds

a smile to my face. Heam, you have always been who you are, always next to me whispering in my
ears—sometimes in English, sometimes in Arabic. To all of you, | have been there most okthe tim
for you, but you have been there all of the time for me, and | thank you.

In the end, it has been a pleasure to work with you all. Thank God, | leave with a life fulfilled and |
look forward to my retirement. Before | finish, | promised my family | waagt what is written is
written. They wanted to know what | meant by
remind you of my birthday: 16/4/53. What is written is written: 16/4/53. At the age of 53, | entered
Parliamentfour terms, 16/ears. Thank you very much.

Members applauded.
Bills
DISABILITY AMENDMENT  BILL 2022
Introduction and first reading
The ACTING PRESIDENT (Mr Melhem) (20:13: | have a message from the Assembly:

The Legislative Assembly presefis the agreement of the Legislative Couhcih  Bi I I f or an Act

to

the Disability Act 2006i n r el ati on to the Secretary’s functions,

services, restrictive practices, compulsory treatment and other relatedsntattamend thBResidential
TenanciesAct 1997in relation to SDA enrolled dwellings, to amend Bisability Service Safeguards

Act 2018in relation to registration requirements, to make consequential amendments to other Acts, and for
other purposes’

an
tr
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Ms PULFORD (Western Victoria—Minister for Employment, Minister for Innovation, Medical
Research and the Digital Economy, Minister for Small Business, Minister for Re3d@fésg):
| move:

That the bill be now read a first time.
Motion agreedto.
Read first time.
Ms PULFORD: | move:
That thesecond reading be made an order of the day for the next day of meeting.
Motion agreed to.
RACING AMENDMENT (UN AUTHORISED ACCESS) BILL 2022
Introduction and first reading
The ACTING PRESIDENT (Mr Mel hem) (20:14: | have another message from the Assembly:

The Legislative Assembly presents for the agreement of the Legislative CodncilBi | |  f or an Act to an
theRacing Act 1958to prohibit unauthorised access to certain areas of racecourses during race meetings and
of ficial trial meetings and for other purposes’.

Ms PULFORD (Western Victoria—Minister for Employment, Minister for Innovation, Medical
Research and the Digital Eamy, Minister for Small Business, Minister for Resouyd@e:15:
| move:

That the bill be now read a first time.
Motion agreed to.
Read first time.
Ms PULFORD: | move:
That thesecond reading be an order of the day for the next day of meeting
Motion agreed to.
Adjournment

Ms PULFORD (Western Victoria—Minister for Employment, Minister for Innovation, Medical
Research and the Digital Economy, Minister for Small Business, Minister for Resources) (20ri5):
about to move the adjournmentt bdhat an extraordinary group of valedictory speeches we have just
had to conclude an extraordinary 5Btirliament. | congratulate both our retiring Clerk and the five
members that | think have just left us all with a great deal to reflect on as we defsrtthem the
very, very best in what comes next for them and everybody else the very best for the contest that lies
ahead. If anyone is brave enough to try and follow those five remarkable acts, they should feel free to
do so, because | move:

That thehouse do now adjourn.
TRANSPORT INFRASTRUCTURE

Mr DAVIS (Southern Metropolitan-Leader of the Oppositign(20:19: (2140 On the
adjournment | want to raise a matter for the Minister for Transport Infrastructure. Before | do so, |
want to compliment the Liberal speakers tonight, who have made remarkable contributions. We will
miss Bruce Atkinson and his thoughtful and ustierding liberalism but also his huge links to and
depths in the multicultural communities and his understanding of the business community. We will
miss MrRich-Phillips in particular because of his understanding of this chamber, his huge
commitment to deocracy and his commitment to the Liberal Party. He has been a friend of so many



ADJOURNMENT
Wednesday, 21 September 2022 Legislative Council 3559

in this chamber. | note his decision not to recontest, and we will miss having him here in the next
Parliament.

Ms Cathrine BurnettVake also made an amazing contribution. Wwaat to put on record it is a brief

contribution that she has made, but it has been a remarkable contribution. She has been one of the most
impressive newer members of this chamber, and | do want to place on record my thanks and the thanks

of the LiberalPar ty in particular for her enormous contr
deeply heartfelt, and all of us are very aware of his huge heart and contribution to our multicultural
community and the state more broadly. His integrity and his strang fin advancing the interests

of the chamber show that he had the trust of the chamber in a way that we can all be proud of.

In my adjournment tonight | want to raise the Aud®e ner al ' s report t hat was
Parliament today for the Ministerfo Tr ansport I nfrastructure’s attent
Infrastructure has been out on a frolic the last few days trying to talk up a number of her large
infrastructure projects. Well, this is the report eatde independent report carabn the pocesses

behind those projects, the independent report card on the fwastfiatio of those projects. The

airport rail fails seriously. | think the Auditor has done an enormous service to the community in

Victoria in the release of this report, and y frédbute to the very good auditing skills involved, against

what | think was clear resistance from the bureaucracy.

In the case of the Suburban Rail Loop, what a disaster. It does not stack up. Thedmseafiip,

when applied in a normal way with moal parameters and the normal arrangements that Treasury
would normally apply and should normally apply, stacks up at 0.51. That means that for every dollar
put into the project the community getscghts back. What a complete and utter disaster thaigami

of this project has been. What a complete and utter disasterdaliesbbusiness case is. The Auditor
points to the many failings in the business €atbe failure to properly analyse alternatives and the
failure to apply the right arrangements ing@passessment. The higbk, highvalue arrangements
were not applied to the Suburban Rail Loop. It 0
project that is already careering out of conffbk Parliamentary Budget Office has madeiticlear

that the capital costs of the first two parts of the project arel§ilidd when the Premier and the
transport infrastructure minister told us that the total cost of the project would b#li8BGor three
stages—

A member. Up to 50.

Mr DA VIS: Up to $50billion is what they said. What a lie, frankly, and what a travesty. It is no
wonder the state’s financi al posi tAtkmsonHasas det er i
outlined. What | ask of the transport infrastructure mintsteight is to follow the lead of the Liberal
Party and the National Party and shelve the Suburban Rail Loop and divert the cash from the Suburban
Rail Loop into health projects around the state. Our health system is crumblingCaszis has
well highlighted. Our ESTA system is crumbhkrghe 000 system. They badly need bolstering. The
state government has a project that does not stack up. They should shelve it and put the money into
health care, so that is what | ask the minister to do: shelve thattproje

ASSISTANCE DOGS

Mr GRIMLEY (Western Victori®(20:25: (2141) My adjournment debate is for the Minister for
Workplace Safety, and the action that | seek is for the report WorkSafe is commissioning to be publicly
supplied prior to the timieis issued.

On 4March 2020 the Workers Compensation Commission of New South Wales issued a decision that
an assistance dog is a reasonably necessary medical treatment for the purposes of their Workers
CompensationAct 1987. MsBunce was an experiencedgistered nurse who experienced an
aggressive patient who threatened her before he had to be restrained. She had also withessed a similar
incident which resulted in a homicide by an aggressive patient in 1999. In 2018 her son obtained a dog
as a pet. Sheotind the presence of the dog to be helpful to her condition, and her psychologist
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supported the idea of obtaining an assistance dog, as assistance dogs have been shown to improve
anxiety and depressive symptoms in patientsBtice made a claim for thenghase of an assistance

dog and the cost to maintain that dog for the course of its life. Unfortunately the insurer denied her
claim and argued that an assistance dog was not medically related treatment as defined in the act and
not reasonably necessanig exact behaviour happens in Victoria regularly.

The matter was then heard by arbitrator John Wynyard. Wynyard determined that the supply of an

assistance dog could only be covered by the definition contained within their act where it provides for

theraputic treatment given by direction of a medical practitioner. He held that the proposed treatment

was reasonably necessary as the medical experts
treatment was appropriate and indeed had been effectivefdufdds ° s condi ti on as she h
great benefit from her assistance dog already. Wynyard ordered that the insurer pay the cost of

provision and maintenance of an assistance dog. Significantly, Arbitrator Wynyard found that an

assistance dog falls neatlytarthe definition of medical treatmehtas provided by sectids®(b) of

the act.

WorkSafe Victoria has been settling such claims, hoping to avoid litigation to ensure a binding
decision is not made in the courtgist disgraceful. Minister, | have beenakiag with you and your

office about this for more than Honths, since the passing in this place of my motion to recognise
psychiatric assistance dogs in official workplace safety as a treatment option. We are still waiting for
the WorkSafe report, antie election is almost around the corner. Many stakeholders are anxiously
waiting for a decision and progress to be made. Psychiatric assistance dogs literally save lives. They
are a coseffective treatment option. Ron Fenton, if he were alive and heag, taduld be shocked

that more action has not been taken to give life back to mentally injured emergency services workers.
What is Victoria waiting for?

GLENELG SHIRE COUNCI L RATES

Mrs MCARTHUR (Western Victoria(20:29: (2142) My adjournmenmatter is for the Minister
for Local Government and concerns the extraordinary situation facing Glenelg Shire Council
ratepayers. This year the Glenelg council changes its rating method, transitioning from a rebate to a
differential rating system. The F&io for Glenelg Shire Ratepayers Group has advised me that this
change is catastrophic, with a 2 cent increase in the general rate ange2zent for primary
production land. The fair go group has rightly described it as a blatant grab for moseyoribs at
a time when a Per cent rate cap is in place across the state. The council argues that it is technically
still within a 1.75per cent rate cap. In reality, the Glenelg councillors have enabled a rate rise in excess
of eight times the rate calp.is tricky maths. It also comes at a time when-obditving expenses,
including interest rates, are on the rise and rise. Energy costs are set to spiral, milk costs more, bread
costs more, fruit and vegetables cost more and in the Glenelg shiresheiltatost 2(er cent more.
It is highly likely that some ratepayers will not be able to afford the change. One farmer, Howard
Templeton, said the change will push his rate bill from@X5to $4000. He has described the rating
change asngmorally wro

Such is the anger about the rating change that more thamp&@p@ have signed a petition. The

petition is directed to the Essential Services Commission, the Victorian AGdan e r al ' s Of f i ce &
the Victorian Inspectorate office. The petiteeeks a full audit inquiry of the Glenelg Shire Council

proceedings and financial management. The petitioners:

chall enge t he -20238Budget. mhabpt ofvashea2828 on Tuesday June
this year—

and which seeks to impokkJGE and DISPROPORTIONATE rate increases upon the wider community
within the Shire.

Regional Victorians are already well alert to the fact that this Andrews Labor government only cares
about proceedings, perceptions and politics within the tram tracks of Melbourne. Dréspiteet
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action | seek from the minister is to take wup th
into the rating change at the Glenelg Shire Council and a broader inquiry into the Glenelg Shire
Council itself.

WESTERN SUBURBS

Mr FINN (Western Metropolitaj (20:29: (2143) | wish to raise a matter this evening for the
attention of the Premier. Intheg6e ar s t hat | have represented Mel bo
been my very, very deep concern that there has been signifisadvantage among my constituents
in the western suburbs compared with perhaps the eastern suburbs, the leafy green suburbs of the east,
as we have often heard them referred to, or the southern suburbs for that matter or even some of the
northern subuos—I will throw the lot in. It seems to me that we have seen a lot of the western suburbs
getting a raw deal for a very, very long time. We just do not get our fair go. It is almost as if we do not
pay taxes and so we are not entitled to largesse frogotlenment. | have no doubt this is largely
because there are no marginal seats out there. | would say almost certainly that is what it is about,
because we know at the beginning of every election campaign we see both the ALP and the Liberals
sayings theawestern suburbs. They’'re going to vot
about them at all’. They are off +dnelkmpiwbnning bo
cannot—| would also address this matter to Matthew Guy as opposiEmer.

What | am asking the Premier to do is to give us a fair go. Give us some of our money back, which is
being spent over the other side of Melbourne. We in the west have worked hard and we have paid
huge sums in stamp duty. The development in thetenre suburbs is quite extraordinary, and the
amount of money that is going into government coffers as a result of that development is quite
extraordinary. But do we see any of it back? Not on your Nellie. That is not going to happen anytime
soon. What | e asking the Premier to do is to balance the ledger, to give the western suburbs their
fair share. We have got a Minister for Equality. How about a bit of equality for the western suburbs?
That would not go astray. That would be very, very good indeed Mahahopeful the Premier will

do, when he is allocating billions of dollars for this and billions of dollars for that in thefecdhis

election, is keep in mind that people in the western suburbs are Victorians too and that we need and
we deserve fair go. | am hopeful that the people in the west will actually change their voting patterns
this time and make it a bit more marginal. But even if they do not, | ask the Premier to give us a fair

go.
SAFER CARE VICTORIA

Ms CROZIER (Southern Metropolin) (20:29: (2144) Before | go to my adjournment matter,
can | also acknowledge the speeches that have been made this evening regarding the motion on the
Clerk, MrAndrew Young. Can | also put on record my appreciation for all your sugpioiance and
professionalism that | have been privileged to have throughout the time | have been here. | wish you
all the best in the next chapter of your life. You will be greatly missed in this place.

To all those members who are outgoing: we did hearesmagnificent speeches tonighivant to

bring into my adjournment matter, which is for the Minister for Health, that | think it wagk¥son

who spoke about the need for debate and why we are ir-teeraise issues and to put forward

solutions but lgo to highlight those concerns of our constituamMs.at we have seen in toc
about seven children who have died in emergency departments across Victoria is truly shocking. | am

very, very concerned about the state of our health system, as fyaykmow. | have put into this

house for many, many months now the concerns of what is happening around the state when it comes

to Victorians’ health concerns and how they are
tragedy that is unfolding #i so many that have lost their lives through the failures of 000, not being

able to get a bed, not being able to get their surgery or, as we read today, those seven children who

died.

Safer Care Victoria, which is the watchdog in the Department of Heaitiese matters, has refused
to disclose how many paediatric sentinel event reports have actually been undertaken this year. | do
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not think that is good enough. | think that is shameful. If we do not understand what is going on, how
on earth can we fix?t This government has a history of ceupr It has a history of blaming others,

obfuscation, deflectorry ou name it. |1t i s everybody else’s fau
situation, where children are dying in emergency departmentsexecaite fears by senior clinicians

that something is wrong. When those senior clin
committee, Government. We need to have some oversight; we need to be there to be putting our views

forward so that we dont have these tragedies’, t hen | think

ignores those pleas from those senior paediatric clinidiaaanot do much about the minister and |
cannot do much about the Premierictorians will decide that-but the adbn | seek tonightand |

will have this before the electipis that the government provide how many paediatric sentinel event
reports have happened this year.

TIMBER INDUSTRY

Mr QUILTY (Northern Victorig (20:33: (2145) My final adjournmernatter for the year is for
the Minister for Agriculture, | believe. The Victorian timber industry, an exemplar of sustainable
environmental practice, is being ground to death, and this government is complicit in that. The
government has signed the deathraat for the industry and for timber communities, but it is now
allowing the execution to take place ahead of schedule. A recent articleVifedkdy Timetalked
about 1150bs to be lost in Orbost, with two mills on the brink of closing due to adfaldgs. The
future of this town and indeed all timber towns under this government is to become retirement villages
for older unemployed people while the young move away.

(

A few weeks ago this Parliament pasmemedsedan amendn

penalties for people who disrupt logging work. The laws are designed to target people who do not just
protest but who sabotage and interfere with workers at their worksites. The problem the workers are
facing is called lawfare. Wellinded activéts will break the law to cause disruption, and when they

get sued for the damage they cause they will use their financial backing to draw out court cases and
drain resources from their victims. Activists also bring frivolous lawsuits against VicForgstsaan

out proceedings, which drives up costs and causes delays.

In its 2021 report VicForests revealed a cost of &lli&n from legal proceedings brought against it.
Some of these cases had been already investigated by the regulator before legaleetitaken.

The ongoing court cases choke the supply of timber and are killing the industry. This kind of lawfare
should not work in a properly functioning legal system. Judges should identify the practice and award
legal costs in addition to damageseThcent bill increased penalties for disruptive behaviour, which
makes it more expensive for activists to engage in this kind of lawfare, but despite passing this
legislation the government is helping cause the problem in the first place. They arelatysides.

Documents obtained via a freedafrinformation request show the former minister, MaAnne

Thomas, directed VicForests to avoid recovering then®n debt owed by MyEnvironment
activists. When questioned at the time the minister liedsaitishe had not given this direction to
VicForests. She covered up her lie by denying the freeafeériormation requests on false grounds.

The only reason we have those requests now is because of an appeal that was lodged through VCAT.

In the past liesra coverups were a big deal; after eight years of the Andrews government, they
appear to be par for the course. It is time we had an honest government. | call on the minister to stop
playing both sides and to provide clarity to both VicForests and loggitigsts regarding which

logging is legal and which is not. Just make the regulations make sense, let VicForests recover
reasonable costs and stop the destruction of the industry ahead of time. It is not too much to ask.

MINISTERIAL CONDUCT

Ms LOVELL (Northern Victorid (20:35: (2146) My adjournment matter is directed to the
Premier, and he was here befeilewas rather excited; | thought he might have answered it. My
adjournment matter concerns a number of adjournment matters and constijwestoyns | have
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asked in 2022 that are overdue for response and remain unanswered by ministers, and the action that
| seek from the Premier is for him to ensure these responses are provided as a matter of priority, as is
required under the standing orslef the Legislative Council.

The Victorian Parliament is the people’s parl i ame
behalf of their constituents. We are the voice of our respective communities as we raise prominent

issues with the relevant matér with a view to seeking a resolution that satisfies our constituents. One

convention available to seek a resolution on an issue is to ask a question or seek an action of a minister

through a constituency question or an adjournment matter. The standérg of the Parliament

require a minister to respond to a constituency question withitayistof it being asked and allow

them 30days to respond to an adjournment matter. It is unfortunate that many ministers regularly

ignore this obligation and havailed to provide a timely response to matters | have raised in 2022.

On constituency questions, | have nine outstanding constituency questions, of which eight are overdue.
The two oldest | asked of ministers this year were to the Minister for EmergenayeSeon
24February, seeking funding to build new fire stations in Yarrawonga and Corowa, and to the
Attorney-General, on 81arch, regarding one of my constituents. Inexplicably, no response has been
forthcoming from MsSymes, who holds both ministeriglositions. There are a further six
constituency questions | have asked this year that remain unanswered and are overdue ferresponse
these are questions to the Minister for Health, asked dma¥Cand 2August; to the Minister for
Education, on 2#ay; andher to the emergency services minister, odutie; to the Minister for
Disability, Ageing and Carers, on Angust; and to the Minister for Roads and Road Safety, on
30August.

| also have a number of adjournment matters that are overdue afaeeven adjournment matters

that have not been answered, four of which are overdue. They are matters that | directed to the former
Minister for Health, who is a serial offender and has ignored all issues raised by members on this side
of the house, withim failing to respond to matters from me raised on 24 ada®5and 21June. |

also have one other matter that remains unanswered for the Minister for Housing, askedust.4

I would certainly not be the only member with questions that have noabeerred, and | call on

the Premier to bring his ministers into line and have them do their jobs.

MEN®S BEHAVI OGERPROGRAMS

Ms MAXWELL (Northern Victoria (20:38: (2147) My adjournment is to the Minister for
Prevention of Familyiolence, and the action | seek is for the government to initiate a pilot of a
residenti al men’s behaviour change program based
Australia. | have had some interest in seeing what a core and cluster modelookglkd for
perpetrators of violence as an alternative to vigimvivors having to leave their family home. |
mentioned this idea to the minister during a recent meeting. Breathing Space was the first residential
men’ s behavi our cutharnHemisppareoltgonmmancad aperatibnagn Juihe 2003,
so0 it has actually been running for nearlyy2@rs. Breathing Space describes itself as a specialist
therapeutic intervention that provides men with up to six months of accommodation while they
undetake an intensive program, including educational group work, counselling and change
management in order to change their behaviour. | have had some concern about the potential for
perpetrators to engage in group victimisation, but what happens in re#iigy the program helps
them practise new ways of relating while they are living in a complex and shared environment.

The program is divided into two stages, the core program and the transitional program. The core
program is three months of intensive fofmiad informal supports, with a focus on risk assessment

and monitoring, case management, group work, individual counselling, life skills and opportunities
for behaviour change. It builds personal responsibility before participants move into the tednsition
program. In order to take part in the transitional program, residents need to demonstrate a consistent
commitment to behaviour change. They are provided with transitional accommodation and remain
engaged in therapeutic maintenance groups, case managaupeort and a targeted plan to
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reintegrate into employment and longer term accommodation. Their objectives are to build
accountability of perpetrators, helping them take responsibility for their violence and abuse, and teach
different strategies as artexhative to violence. They work to build empathy within the perpetrator
around the impacts of their abuse on family members while also providing affected family members
with support.

Curtin University conducted an evaluation of Breathing Space, and fousd to be successful in
reducing inward suppression, propensity for abusiveness, physical and verbal aggression and
emotional instability. The model was found to create a more pervasive supportive environment, and
feedback from victinsurvivors was posie. Following the success of the program, the Western
Australian government has now established a second residential unit.

We deliver men’ s behaviour change progr ams
oversubscribed, waitlists are long, eggaent is mixed, and it has been difficult to determine if a
program really works to reduce violence. The residential therapeutic model is proven to work, and |
strongly believe it is worthy of a trial in Victoria to deliver lasting behavioural changefpetrators

of violence.

CHILD PROTECTION

Dr BACH (Eastern Metropolitgn(20:42: (2148) My adjournment matter tonight is for the
Minister for Child Protection and Family Services, and the action that | seek is for him to urgently
work with leaders in the community sector and young people with lived experience to radically
improve the collection and availability of data. In the massive dump of reports today there were several
very interesting reports from the AuditGeneral. | have spoken ady about a report into numerous
major infrastructure projects that demonstrate that several simply do not stack up, notably the
g o v e r n mealfed Suburbandrail Loop, but there were also other reports into child protection
failures. Some people maytneecessarily be particularly excited about data collection, but when it
comes to our most vulnerable children, the collection of-deghable data—is incredibly important.

The AuditorGeneral said today that is not happening. The Au@itmeral said tay that that is
placing vulnerable children at riskat risk of harm and at risk of not receiving the health services that
they need. The AuditgBeneral said that around 200 of our most vulnerable children known to child
protection do not even have recatadldresses. How can you help these children if you literally do
not know where they are?

These are issues of long standing. More than a year and a half ago now there was outstanding reporting
by the ABC about a former youth worker who gained access mgppri at el 'y t o chi l
then used that data to track down and rape at least one vulnerable young person known to child
protection. At that time | asked questions and other members of the opposition through the Public
Accounts and Estimates Comraét and in other forums asked questions of the child protection
minister. At that time it was Minister Donnellan. We have had four child protection ministers in the
last 10months alone. With all due respect to those ministers, what happens is evergtais ¢h
reshuffle on the government side the most junior member of the new cabinet gets given child
protection as a consolation prize. Well, | am biased, but my view is that child protection is the most
important portfolio in government.

We have seen at lack of focus from this government. It has dropped the ball, and we have seen
shocking outcomes for young people: record numbers of children known to child protection dying,
record numbers of Indigenous babies taken from their farrities list goes omnd on. It has not

al ways been the case under Labor governments.

Labor government. You can say what you like about the economic management of those governments,
but they cared about vulnerable children #rey had a wonderful child protection system. | was a
product of it. The governments of Steve Bracks and John Brumby had a real focus on child protection,
as did the Baillieu and Napthine governments, with a big beast in cabinet, Mary Wooldridge, holding
that portfolio for a full four years. It is actually shameful that we have had four ministers in the last

in Vi

dren’
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10months. It shows a total disregard for our vulnerable children and for this immensely important
portfolio. The minister needs to finally step upl dix this egregious problem.

WESTERN METROPOLITAN REGION TRANSPORT IN FRASTRUCTURE

Dr CUMMING (Western Metropolitan(20:49: (2149) As it is the last adjournment of the
59thParliament, | guess | should just start by saying that my adjourmnadtetr is for the Premier,
Mr Daniel Andrews, and the action that | seek is for him to resign now. But this government loves
infrastructure, so my adjournment matter is to the Minister for Transport Infrastructure in the other
place and the action thaséek is for the minister to produce a transport plan outlining all the future
transport infrastructure projects for the outer west, with time lines for delivery. Over the geatS0
the outer west, including the cities of Melton, Wyndham and Humejneittase by 1.26&illion
residents, and that is the size of Adelaide. Now, ovgrer@ent of their workforce leave that area
every day to access work, and as a result they have congested roads, they have pressure on their public
transport networks and mgaresidents cannot even get to public transport to get to work, education
and health services.

Projects such as the Melton hospital, the western intermodal freight terminal and the East Werribee
precinct will deliver tens of thousands of jobs. Currembstfucture cannot cope. There are already
eight dangerous level crossings between Caroline Springs and Melton, let alone Yarraville and
Spotswood and other areas, and the Wyndham and Melton lines still have not been electrified, despite
promises before thlast election. There is a-klometre stretch of rail between already congested
Watergardens station and Diggers Rest station without a station. Residents in Hillside, Taylors Hill,
Fraser Rise and Plumpton need a train station in Calder Park on theSiime. Residents on the
Thornhill Park, MtAtkinson and Aintree side need a train station on the Melton line.

Melton Road has unsealed shoulders, open drains and no pedestrian access. Hopkins Road, which
connects the two municipalities, has ovePR@vehicles a day, and traffic modelling indicates that

that will increase to over 4W0vehicles per day by 203%and that needs upgrading. New bus routes

are needed urgently to service new estates so people can get to jobs, schools and services. It sounds
like a lot, but there is a lot needed in the western suburbs. We need equality with the eastern suburbs
to actually look like the rest of Melbourne. If this government is not going to do it, | hope the next
government, a new government, will. We need angbaof government, and | hope the Premier
resigns.

MORWELL RIVER DIVERS ION

Ms BATH (Eastern Victoria(20:48: (2150)President| think that | may well have been the first
female, the first lady, to sign the book under the reign of Kingrledll, so | am very pleased to be
the last member of Parliament to make an adjournment this evening during your reign as President in
the 59thParliament.

My adjournment matter is for the Minister for Water, and it relates to the Morwell River flood
diversion, which was completed in February of this year. Now, in June 2021 there was a significant
flooding event—we had the floods throughout Gippslarbut it led to cracks and flaws in the
Morwell River diversion. At the time there were concerns thaflhddwater would actually spill into

the Yallourn mine, so a diversion was constructed so that repairs could be carried out. A group of
concerned farmers contacted me recently because of the effect of this diversion, because there is now
sustained floodig upstream on their farming land. It is a flood plain, but the difference is a great deal

of their property is being flooded for up to two weeks at a time, in essence killing all the grass and
meaning that in some cases®@0 cent of their property antdeir farm is actually under water for
prolonged periods of time.

The system was designed so thatd@@alitres per day must continue down the Morwell River. Once
this rate has been exceeded the water can then be diverted into the Hazelwood mine. When the
Hazelwood mine is only allowed to divergBalitres a day, these upstream farmers are being severely
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affected, and as | have said, their farmland is damaged. Two to three days or three to four days was
the current rate that had been considered anchihahtive been putting up with, we will say, for the
last 10 to 15, 20 or 5¢ears. However, two weeks is Killing off their property.

Engie is the company that is between a rock and a hard place in effect. They have met with farmers,
but no government agenbias met with farmers to hear their plea on how this can be addressed. So
the action that | seek is for the Minister for Water to meet with this group of affected farmers with the
aim of working through a solution, listening to their issues and workihgmucompensation as
required.

As Mr Andrew Young has just arrived at his seat for the last time, | would also like to congratulate
him on his exemplary service to this community of Parliament and note that he has now bought a
resi dence i nry Bastdm \4ctormRegiorc o u n t

RESPONSES

Ms PULFORD (Western Victoria—Minister for Employment, Minister for Innovation, Medical
Research and the Digital Economy, Minister for Small Business, Minister for Regd@@:&d):
Thank you, Presidenthank you, clerks. Thank you to the staff of the Parliament and to all members.
We are the stayers; everybody else left half an hour ago. We are adjourning. Travel safe and well, and
| wish you all the very best for the coming weeks and, for those ohgbare leaving, for the coming
months and years.

The PRESIDENT: Thank you again, everyone. On that basis the house stands adjourned.

House adjourned 8.5Jpm.



