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Federal Office for Cult Affaires
Statistics
• Austria: population 9 million
• 7 Staff members (5 full-time positions)
• Qualifications: Psychology, Psychotherapy, Social

Work, Theology, Political Science, Journalism, 
Communication Studies

• Approx. 500 cases per year
• A variety of thematic groups/topics/providers

(approx. 250 per year )
• Additionally a large number of media enquiries

(approx. 100 per year)
• Requests re scientific research
• Autonomous, not subject to directives
• Annual budget 2025: 790.000 €





Responsibilities according to the law

• §4 (1) The mission of the Federal Office for Cult Affairs is to document and provide information on the
dangers which may be posed by the programmes or activities of cults or cult-like activities, provided that
there are reasonable grounds for suspicion, and that these dangers are in general:

1. the life or physical or mental health of individuals

2. the free development of the human personality, including the freedom to join or leave
religious or ideological communities,

3. the integrity of family life,

4. the property or financial independence of individuals, or

5. the free mental and physical development of children and young people.

• (2) In the performance of this mission, respect for tolerance towards all religious communities and beliefs, as
well as respect for fundamental freedoms and human rights, including the freedom of belief, religion and 
conscience of all citizens, are essential. In all its activities, the Federal Bureau of Sectarian Affairs is obliged to
provide factual, objective and truthful information.



(3) To fulfil the task specified in paragraph 1, the Federal Office for Sect
Issues shall, in accordance with § 5, be authorised in particular to:
• 1. collect, evaluate and disseminate information;
• 2. advise those affected;
• 3. cooperate and exchange information with domestic and foreign

agencies;
• 4. develop, coordinate and manage research projects.

In Austria legally recognised churches are not the responsibility of the 
Federal Office.
non-denominational, ideologically neutral
Counselling is free of charge and, if so desired, anonymous.



Federal Office for Cult Affaires

• Documentation, information and counseling in connection with so-
called cults, alternative religious movements, esotericism, 
fundamentalist currents, radical and extremist ideologies, personality
cults, conspiracy theories and sovereign movements or state
rejectionists.

• Informing policymakers, government institutions and the public
• Acting as an interface between institutions, raising awareness of

vulnerabilities and threats, training experts and working on long-term 
solutions

• Participation in national deradicalisation and counter-extremism
committees



Counselling concept

• Using a pragmatic and individual approach, the counselling 
offered seeks to reduce conflict and find solutions.

• No attempt to to judge or evaluate matters of faith or religious 
issues. Provide well-founded and objective information and 
education to defuse conflictual situations.

• non-denominational, ideologically neutral
• Counselling is free of charge and, if so desired, anonymous.
• Avoidance of the term „cult“ as too one-dimensional
• Individual approach, Tailor-made interventions
"Some groups may harm some people sometimes, and some
groups may be more likely to harm people than other groups.“
Michael Langone



Advantages of a state-run agency:

• Continuity and long-term development of expertise
• Financial independance
• Objectivity and accountability
• Non-denominational
• Connection and cooperation with other government agencies
• Better pubic standing and visibility
• Free advice and support for individuals with limited resources
• (Legal) Protection of employees



Thank you!
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