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Petition Grievance:
The petition of certain citizens of the State of Victoria draws to the attention of the Legislative Council the

unilateral changing of the name of Berwick Springs Lake by the Minister for Planning. This name change

creates division within our multifaith community, ignores the historical significance of the name and was

done with no community consultation with either local residents or property owners.

The petitioners are aggrieved by the failure to consult with the local community on this significant name

change and the disrespect it demonstrates. The petitioners are also aggrieved by the division created in our

multifaith community by a decision that appears to privilege one faith over others. Finally, the petitioners

are aggrieved by the complete disregard for the historical significance of the name Berwick Springs. The

name originates from 1-855 when William Clarke named his property 'The Springs' after the natural springs

in the area. Edward Greaves continued this heritage in 1903, maintaining the name for his homestead on

Stockyard Drive. This significant documented history, confirmed in a 1-993 heritage study, has been

disregarded by this decision.

Petition Action:
The petitioners therefore request that the Legislative Council call on the Government to revoke the

unilateral renaming of Berwick Springs Lake, implement proper local community consultation regarding any

future naming decision regarding the lake found in the Berwick Springs Reserve and investigate the

processes which led to the un¡lateral approval by the Minister for Planning'

Reply:

I note that I have previously provided a response to this petit¡on on 28 August2025, and that th¡s petit¡on

has since been debated in the Legislative Council.

During this debate, the community saw the Liberals for what they are, reckless and divided.

I note that the Leader of the Opposition, Brad Battin, personally campaigned against it - hosting a rally and

circulating a hurtful petition that divided the community and hurt Sikh Victorians.

I was pleased to see, after pressure from the community, a majority of the Liberals voted against this

petit¡on to cancel Guru Nanak Lake.

We're proud of our friendship with Sikh Victorians - and we'll stand with them every day.

Hon Sonya Kilkenny MP

Minister for Planning
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