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====================================================

I wish to clarify the intention of my submission, which was neither completely nor
clearly conveyed in the published Inquiry Report.

Southern Australia is seeing an ever-increasing need to manage bushfire fuels to
mitigate risk to its communities from the type of bushfires that have long burnt in
our bushfire seasons. Our towns spread, our land-uses change, and our demands
on reserves increases. Fire weather is getting worse.

However, climate change is adding to the resulting challenges. Dangerous
wildfires recently in southern and western Europe once again demonstrate the
reality of this. Our current "Super El Niño" suggests we might face challenges this
coming summer. 

I wish to explore two aspects of this here:

Firstly, fires of the type that had massive impacts in Victoria in December 2025
reflect factors such as key terrain interactions and the atmosphere above the fire.
In the right combinations, these allow a normal fire to develop feedback loops that
create risks well beyond what is conveyed in roadside fire danger signs. These
concepts are not necessarily in current firefighter training curricula, nor are they
suitably embedded in agency operational doctrine.

Secondly, these feedback loops do not strongly reflect fuel loads - they only rely
on fuel to support the trigger fire. The concept behind fuel reduction burning is that
removing enough fuel across enough of the landscape will make it less likely that
fire will spread dangerously. However the 2019 drought leading up to Black
Summer removed far more fuel over far more area than could ever be achieved by
our fire services. Then we had the worst fires ever seen - globally. The relationship
between fuel mosaic and fire risk has been shown to be non-linear.

This is an evolving problem, one to which we must seek rapid adaptation.

We must keep doing as much fuel reduction burning as is practical. However we
must accept that there will be fires, like the ones reviewed, for which we are still
learning how to effectively mitigate the resulting risks. This will involve new tools,






