SESSIONAL ORDERS

Adopted by the House on 7 February 2023 and amended on 29 November 2023, 20 March 2025 and
11 September 2025.

1 Days and times of meeting

Unless otherwise ordered, the House will meet each Tuesday at 12.00 pm, and each Wednesday and
Thursday at 9.30 am.

2 Interruption of business for adjournment

Standing Order 32 be suspended and the following to apply:

(1)

(2)

(3)

(4)

Subject to paragraphs (2) and (3), the Speaker will interrupt the business before the House at:
(a) 7.00 pm each sitting Tuesday and Wednesday;
(b)  5.00 pm on any other sitting day.

If a division is taking place when the time for the interruption arises, the division will be
completed and the result announced. If the division is on a closure motion, and the motion is
agreed to, the question or questions then required to be put to close the issue before the House
will also be dealt with. The Speaker will then interrupt business.

If the time for the interruption arises:
(a) atthe same time as the completion time set by the government business program; or

(b) after the interruption for the completion time of the government business program, but
before all business on the program has been dealt with —

all business on the government business program will be completed first. The Speaker will then
interrupt business for the adjournment.

After the interruption:

(a) before a motion for the adjournment is proposed by the Speaker, a minister may move
that the sitting be continued. That motion must be put immediately without amendment
or debate. If it is agreed to, the House will resume debate at the point at which it had been
interrupted; or

(b) if a motion is not moved, the Speaker will immediately propose the question ‘That the
House now adjourns’. Any business under discussion and any other business not concluded
at the time of the adjournment will be listed on the notice paper for the next sitting day.
Any member speaking at the time of the interruption may, when debate resumes, continue
his or her speech.



3 Order of business

(1) So much of SOs 36, 38, 39, 41 and 55 be suspended so as to enable the following order of
business on:

Tuesdays

Formal business

Statements by members

Government business

Question time and constituency questions (2.00 pm)
Government business continued

General business

Wednesdays

Formal business

Disallowance motions

Statements by members

Statements on parliamentary committee reports
Government business

Question time and constituency questions (2.00 pm)
Government business continued

Matter of public importance or grievance debate (4.00 pm)
Government business continued

General business

(2) So much of SOs 38 and 39 be suspended so as to enable:

(a) at 4.00 pm on Wednesday, unless a division is taking place, the Chair interrupts the
business before the House and the bells are then rung for one minute;

(b) if a division is taking place at 4.00 pm:
(i) it will be completed without interruption and result announced;
(ii)  if the division is on a closure motion, and the motion is agreed to, the question or
guestions then required to be put to close the issue before the House will also be
dealt with;

(iii)  business is then interrupted following the procedure in sub-paragraph (a);

(c) the Chair announces the grievance debate or matter of public importance, whichever the
case may be;

(d) any business under discussion and not completed at the interruption will be resumed
immediately at the end of the grievance debate or matter of public importance, whichever
the case may be, and any member speaking at the time of the interruption may then
continue his or her speech.



(3) InSO 39(9) for ‘statements on parliamentary committee reports under SO 41’ read ‘government
business’.

Sessional order 4 deleted 29/11/2023

5 Who may ask oral questions without notice

Only non-government members may ask questions without notice under SO 55.

Sessional order 6 deleted 29/11/2023

7 Ministers’ statements

After each oral question without notice and any related supplementary questions, any minister may
seek the call to make a statement of up to two minutes.

Sessional order 8 deleted 29/11/2023

9 Duration of question time
Standing Order 55(2) is suspended and the following to apply:
Question time will last until five oral questions and related supplementary questions have been

answered and up to five ministers’ statements have been made and where a question is ruled out of
order it is, for the purposes of this sessional order, deemed to have been answered.

Sessional order 10 deleted 29/11/2023

11 Content of answers

Standing Order 58(1)(a) is suspended and all answers to questions must be direct, factual, succinct and
relevant.

Sessional order 12 deleted 11/09/2025

Sessional order 13 deleted 29/11/2023

14 Notices of motion
Standing Orders 140(1) and 141 are suspended and the following to apply:

(1) A member may only move a motion to discuss a subject if he or she has given notice of that
motion on a previous sitting day.



(2)

(3)

(4)
(5)

(6)

(7)

(8)

Copies of all verbal notices must be provided to the Clerks at the table before notices are called
on by the Speaker.

Copies of all written notices must be provided to the Clerks at the table before the conclusion of
formal business.

All notices given by ministers must be verbal.

Verbal notices must be read to the House. They can only be given before the House proceeds to
the business of the day as set out in the notice paper.

All notices, except notices given under paragraph (7) given by members who are not ministers,
must be given in writing. Members may give notice by lodging a copy with the Clerks in
accordance with paragraph (3).

A motion by a member expressing no confidence in the Premier and ministers, in the terms set
out in s 8A of the Constitution Act 1975, may only be given verbally.

The Clerk must notify the Speaker of a notice of a motion by a member to disallow a statutory
rule to which SO 151 applies, and the Speaker will report details to the House at the first
convenient opportunity.

Sessional order 15 deleted 29/11/2023

Sessional order 16 deleted 29/11/2023

Sessional order 17 deleted 11/09/2025

18 Order of government business

So much of SOs 146, 148(1) and 150 are suspended to allow, on days on which government business
has precedence, ministers to list government notices of motion and orders of the day at the head of
the list on the notice paper in whatever order they wish. Government notices and orders are then
dealt with in the order they are listed on the notice paper. After a government notice or order has
been disposed of, the Speaker will either call the minister to move the next notice of motion or direct
the clerk to read the next order of the day, as appropriate.



