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of commissioners, must necessarily contain
certain anomalies; and Tam pleased to ﬁnd
that we will have an opportunity of dfeahng
with those defects, and ab the same time of
that the rights and privileges of
ervants are properly conserved.
Notice has been given this evening of a
motion on the subject of the limitations as to
age and height imposed by the law with re-
card to persons entering the public service;
and T must say that it seems most absurd
ihat because one man Is one year ol_der, or
an inch shorter than another, he is in con-
sequence to be deprived of the opportunity
of obtaining employment from the State.
The Grovernor’s speech alludes to the great
benefit which the State educatlonql system,
cstablished in 1872, has been to the people
of this colony.  So highly is that beneﬁ‘t
appreciated that I am sure the people will
never allow any tampering with the three
main principles of the Education Aect. I
trust, however, that the “cram”’ system,
which is a corollary to the “result” system,
will soon be abolished ; and that thus our
educational agency may be made more
perfect, and its cost, if possible, reduced
without affecting the main prineciples of
the Act. The principle of land endow-
ment for educational purposes is one which
meets with the approval of my consti-
tuents ; and I believe if similar provision
were made to meet the expenditure con-
nected with our defences and charitable in-
stitutions 1t would command general ap-
probation. There is an absence from the
Governor’s speech of any allusion to an alter-
ation of the rules regulating the procedure
of this House. Probably that is because the
matter applies to the Legislative Assembly
alone, However, I trust that the Govern-
ment will deal with the question carefully, so
that while our rules may be altered to facili-
itate the conduct of public business, the in-
dividual rights of honorable members will not
be sacrificed. Certainly, this House should
jealously guard the privileges possessed by
the representatives of the people. For some
time past the Samoan question has been
before the public ; and I submit that that
question is one which deserves our atten-

gecing
the pubhc 3

tion. Very properly, public men in Victoria
have united with public men in the other |

colonies in the endeavour to preserve the
islands in the neighbouring seas from any
foreign power ; and although we are not yet

acquainted with the result of the delibera- |
tions of the international conference at |

Berlin, yet it is very gratifying to us to learn
that DBritish interests, which include our
SEs, 1889.—E
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own, will not be made subsidiaryto those of
any other power. With regard to another
important question, I believe the Govern-
ment have but spoken the wish of the people
of this colony in expressing to the people
of Western Australia their hearty sympathy
in their desire to secure responsible Govern-
ment, I believe the younger generation of
Victorians desire that the people of Western
Australia may possess the same privileges
that wenow enjoy. Althougl it may be urged
that to hand over the large territory known

as Western Australia to 50,000 people

.would be wrong, it must be remembered

that those 50,000 people, with their ine
terests bound up with the progress aand
prosperity of their colony, must be better
judges of their own interests than people
who are situated on the other side of
the globe. As far as my position in this
House is concerned I desire to say that, if
the Government submit liberal measures,
framed on liberal lines, they will receive my
hearty co-operation and support. While L
might prefer to see a Liberal Government
brought into existence under the Chief
Secretary, still I am here to judge measures,
and not to judge men; and I repeat that it
the measures proposed by the Government
are framed on liberal lines they will receive
my support. So far as their general policy
is concerned, I was an advocate for it at the
general election, and I have been returned
here to do all I possibly can to see that
policy given effect to. Before I sit down, I
desire to tender my personal thanks to the
House for the kind reception it has accorded
to me, & new member. 1 hope a similar re-
ception awaits other new members. Older
members recognise the necessity for the
younger members of the community taking
their ghare in the work of legislation. That
feeling prevails throughout the colony, and
it is in response to that feeling that so many
young Australians have been returned to
this House, I have no doubt the old mem-
bers will gladly assist the young members
in properly performing their duties. Iu con-
clusion, permit me to express the hope that
our deliberations will prove to be in the best
interests of the colony, which, I may re-
mark, are identical with the best interests of
Australia, so that, when we go back to our
coustituents, we may be able to say that
we did all we possibly could to promote
liberal legislation,and to bring about a better
feeling between the people of the different
colonies,

Mr., FOSTER.—Mr, Speaker, I desire

also to congratulate you on your unanimous
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election, I am sure it is a matter of plea-
sure to young members, as well as to old
members, to see you in the position you now
occupy; and I hope that our deliberations
will continue to be presided over with the
same firmness and fairness that have hither-
to characterized your action. I desire to
say that I can scarcely agree with a number
of the ideas propounded by the honorable
merber for Clunes. Although I second the
motion for an address in reply to the Go-
vernor’s speech, I think it necessary I should
clearly define my position. I sit here be-
hind a Government that I am pledged to
support except upon one item of their Tariff,
We are told 1n the speech of His Excellency

the Administrator of the Government that .

the Tariff of last session was remitted to the
country for further consideration, and the
disputed point which the electors had to
deal with was as to whether the farmers’
demands should be complied with or not.
We find that, by an overwhelming majority,
the people cof this colony say « No, we will
not have any increase of the stock tax,
especially,” and I helieve that was the vital
question submitted to the country for re-

consideration. Well,sir, the fact of the elec- .

tors of the country saying “ We don’t want
any extra tax on stock ” is my justification
for sitting behind this Government, for I
think it would be churlish and bad business
tactics, and that I should probably injure the
prospects of my constituency, if I were to
obstruct a Government which I am willing
to support loyally and heartily except on that
particular question. Ionorable gentlemen
will therefore understand exactly how I am
situated here. If it were possible for the pro-
posed increase of the stock tax to be voted
upon as a separate question, I will go this
far, and say that if my vote would oust the
Government,and that ousting of the Govern-

ment would give us the increase in the stock: .

tax which the farmers desire, I would cast
my vote against the Government, ButI am
certain that, under the circumstances, seeing
that the peopleof thecolony generally bave so
unmistakably expressed their determination
not to have any furtlier increase of the stock-
tax, {am justified in promising the Govern-

ment a hearty and a liberal support with |

regard to the rest of their programme. In
regard to the increase of the stock tax, I
only desire to say two or three words more,
and this is probably the last time I shall
refer to it, as I consider the question is
practically dead, at all events for the pre-
sent, What I want to say is simply this :
I believe that the question of increasing the
My, Fosters
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stock tax was not thoroughly understood by
the electors of this colony. If wearea people
who believe in a policy of protection, if pro-
tection is to be the policy of this country, T
fail to see where the principle comes in, if
he permanent occupiers of the soil, who
will be the backbone and sinew of this
colony in the future, are not to be allowed

“to participate in the benefits of protection
“as well as the people in the towns and cities

of the colony who gain their living by their
It appears to me that if protection.

those who labour in the country as for those
who work in the cities and towns of the
The people in these towns. aud

know that, in the interests of protection, we

‘malke you pay through the nose and up to the.
+hilt for everything you wear and everything
-you touch, from thetime you risein the morn-
‘ing until the time you retire to bed at night;
.we make you pay like that, because it en-.

ables the manufacturers and employers of.
labour in our large townsand cities to pay our

-artisans high wages;” but when it comestoin- .

creasing the price of meat a farthing per lb.
for the purpose of giving a fair share of the
benefits of protection to the farmers, you
say “Oh, no; we cannot vote for taxing one

:of the necessaries of life, like butcher’s meat;

we would rather deal with the foreigner.”

I am perfectly convinced that ultimately
the farmers will be allowed to participate in

the benefits of protection, but as the public

‘are not yet educated up to an increase of the

stock tax, we will have to let it go for the
present, and wait for a more favorable
We are promised a Railway
Lixtension Bill, and I may say that my ex-
perience is that the elections in the country
districts have been principally fought on the
question 'of railway extension. I am very
glad to find that in the speech of His Ex-
cellency. the Administrator of the Govern-
ment, mention is made of the fact that our
railways pay, that they are commercially a
success. L would point out that we have
comparatively very littlerailway extension in
the country districts properly so-called,and I
am sure that the further the Government
proceeds to extend the railway system inte
the country districts, reclaiming thousands
of square miles of valuable territory which i8
the common property of the taxpayers of this
country, the better appreciated will the policy
of the Government be. The more liberal -
the' Railway Lxtension Bill submitted by

the Government, the more popular and

acceptable it will be, Honorable members. -
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will pardon me if I refer to a personal matter.
wfter 1 reach the extent of our railway
~vstem, at Bairnsdale, I have to travel 80
;niles ina coachoverthe roughest roa_ds o? the
colony, before I }‘eagh my hor'n_e, which is in
the centre of a d1.str10t comprising an area of
6,000 square ml.les of territory, s}nd‘there
is not 2 single _1110}1 of railway line in the
whole of that district. I am very glad to
fnd, in the interests of my constituents,
+hat the Government propose to give us a
Tailway Bill, and I venture to say that cer-
taim lines should be included in that Bill,
among the rest, a line to Ne_w S‘outh Wales,
along the coast—an alternative intercolonial
line—and another line to the great agricul-
tural plains of Omeo. I believe I am right
in saying that nearly every member of this
House considers that a coastal intercolonial
line should be at once commenced. We are
asking for federation; we are anxious to
wecure the cordial co-operation of New South
Wales in all matters affecting the welfare
of the colonies, and I know of nothing
more likely to foster the federalizing spirit
than a line of railway connecting New
South Wales and Vietoria through Gipps-
land. It would be a link in the chain of
federation stronger than any other we
could forge by the carrying out of any
public work, and at the same time it would
serve as a wmilitary line, and also help to
developournatural resources by makingavail-
able the timber, marble, and mineral deposits
of one of therichest parts of the colony. In
view of all these advantages, I look forward
with confidence to that line of railway being
introduced in the Bill. Amongst the other
measures promised by the Government is a
Bili to amend the Liocal Government Act.
That is very necessary. There i3 one part
of that Act which, Ithink, might be amended
with great advantage, and that is in the way
-of putting some limit upon what I choose to
call the deputation nuisance. I know of an
instance in my own constituency where a
poor ghire has spent as much as £120 in
sending down two deputations to Melbourne.
I think this money was badly expended, and
it certainly would have been used to better
purpose if it had been wutilized in putting
roads in repair. There are holesin some of
the roads in that very shire which are a cause
of great discomfort and even danger to tra-
vellers, and yet themunicipal council thought
fit to spend £120 in sending two deputations
to Melbourne to do what they might surely
have got the members for the district to do.
"The present system of sending large deputa-
tions to Melbourne is at once a reflection
E2
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upon therepresentatives of the constituencies
and the (Government, because it infers that’
an honorable member cannot get due atten-
fion to the wants of his constituency unless
lie has a large number of his constituents at
his back when making his representations,
and it likewise implies that the Government
are unwilling to do justice to any constitu-"
ency except upon pressure. I hope,therefore, -
that the Bill to amend the Local Govern-
ment Act will contain a clause framed with
a view to prevent this useless expenditure on
deputations. We are also to have a meagure
to amend the Public Service Act. That, too,
it seems to me, is very necessary, Without
professing to understand very much about
the working of the Public Service Act, I
cannot help thinking that,if one-half of all
I hear about it be true, fair play doés no$
exist in the public service. After a man
has qualified in a certain branch for promo-
tion to a higher post in that department,
and is ready to step into the shoes of his
senior when the latter vacates his position,
it is monstrous that instead of the man who
is fit for the work being promoted to the
office, somebody who is not accustomed to
the duties is brought from another depart-
ment and put over hishead. That is, to my
mind, an obvious injustice, and the system is
calculated to operate prejudicially to the
public service. I think that, in the matter
of promotion, each department should be
kept by itself. If thereis to be any induce-
ment to young men of ability to enter the
service, they must have a certain goal set
before them, and it is not fair when a man
bhas made himsgelf efficient for a higher
position in any branch of the service that
he should be liable to have his hopes of
promotion dashed to the ground by some-
body from another department being brought
in and placed above him, while his claims to
promotion are ignored. KEach branch de-
partment should be exhausted before going
outside it to obtain men for the higher posi-
tion. The Stateschool system of the colony

- costs us £640,000 a year, and the Govern-

ment propose to make certain reservations
of Crown lands to provide for public instruc-
tion in perpetuity, so that this great and
glorious system of education shall not break
down by its own weight. Theartily approve
of that proposal, but I would remind the
Government that in making those reserva-
tions of Crown lands, for the endowment of
our system of public instruction, it will be
hardly fair to make all the reservations in
country districts, bacause there are plenty
of waste lands round about Melbourne, I
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represent 2 district which embraces an enor-
mous area of Crown lands, and I believe
that the Government have put their hand
on 150,000 acres in Croajingolong, but if
they would fix upon the West Melbourne
Swamp, where the land is more valuable, it
would bring about a much needed im-
provement in the sanitary condition of
Melbourne, and at the same time make
our State school system not only payable
but actually reproductive. I cordially
approve of the Government proposal to es-
tablish agricultural colleges in the various
farming districts of the colony, because
it is necessary that the people who are
to get their living by cultivating the soil
should be taught all that science can teach
them as to the best means of cultivation.
We know that while the land of the colony
does not increase the population is increas-
ing, and will continue to increase, and where
a selection of 320 acres will Leep one family
now, 1t will be necessary, by-and-by, to make
it keep two families, The people who have to
live on theland should, therefore, be taught
how to get the most out of the 501] and all
about farming. Agricultural coHeges will
teach the farmers the constituents of the soil,
the products for which it may be most suit-
able, and generally how to put their land to
the very best use. That is exactly what is
required, but in addition to these colleges in
the agricultural districts we want to see
schools of mines established in the auri-
ferous districts, Schools of mines ought
to be established in other places besides
Ballarat and Sandhurst; they should be
established in all places where mining and
the search for minerals are being exten-
sively carried on. It is just as necessary to
teach the miner how to understand the ele-
ments of the rocks which he meets with in his
search for gold and other minerals as it is to
teach the farmer how to understand the soil
which he gets his living from ; and I believe
that if the instruection which is imparted
by the schools of mines were made avail-
able throughout the mining districts of the
colony, it 'voqu prove very ad rantageous, in
the long run, to the colony at large. There
has been a wood deal s(nd about oecentml-
ization. I have no desire to say anything
to irritate the feclings of those honorable
members who represent town constituencies,
or to set them against the honorable members
who represent country districts; but I can
assure the House there is a general feeling
in the country that too much centrahmtlon
i3 going on in the colony at the present
tlme T happened to be in Melbourne on the
My, Foster.

[ASSEMBLY.]

Address in Reply.

occasion of the last eight hours’ demonstra.
tion, and I must say that it was a revelation
to me. When I saw those thousands of
working men wmarching in procession, with
bands of music playing, and banners flying,
I was greatly impressed with the enormous
political weight which must exist in those
trades unions, and I could not help reflecting
that, unless thele was in power a Govern-
ment with a very stiff backbone, the Ministry
of the day dare not deal out even-handed
justice to the country districts unlessthrough
the favour of the artizans of the medopohs
who exercise such an enormously over-
whelming political influence. I am very
glad to believe that I am sitting behind a
Government that hasa strong backbone, and
I hope that the Government will not be
afraid to do justice to the country districts,
I am convinced that unless the interests
of the country districts are duly considered
and fostered as they need to be the great
city of Melbourne will suffer. Melbourne
is like a man whose head has grown too
big for his body, and unless somthing is
done to promiote the prosperity of the
country districts in at least the same ratio
ag the prosperity of BMelbourne, I can assure
you that this great metropolis will be over-
grown by-and-by and must collapse of its
own weight.  Speaking seriously, I be-
lieve it would be very much to the advan-
tage of Melbourne, if a more decentralizing
policy were carried out in the future than has
been carried out in the past. I observe that
in the speech of His Txcellency the Admin-
istrator of the Government, whatever refer-
ence is made to mining is made with regard
to mining in the past. I don’t think for
one moment that the Government mean to
imply that mining is on the decline, that
it is an expiring industry. Certainly
the miners of the colony do not regard it
as a dying industry, and I think when it
1s considered that since 1852 this indus-
try has raised more than £220,000,000
worth of gold, it will be admitied on all
hands that mining must have been a very
important factor in bringing about the
present state of prosperity in Victoria.
This fact alone ought to give the Govern-
ment and the country every encouragement
to have our virgin areas tested and our un-
developed mines worked out as fast as they
possibly can be. I agree with the honorable
member who preceded me, that, in a certain
measure, the local pros pectuw hoards are
comparatively useless. My experience of
the prospecting boards has led me to that
conclusion. In the first place, I do not see
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any necessity for having brought them into
existence, but I do see the necessity of
abolishing them so soon as the principle
which underlies the Government scheme has
been generally recognised. From the very
constitution of the prospecting boards you
can expect nothing whatever except that
immediate local requirements will be atten-
ded to. The boards are composed of local
men, and every board naturally fights for
its own district, and every member fights
for his own locality. My experience of the
prospecting boards is this: They get appli-
cations for assistance varying from £50 to
£2,000; they have a certain amount of
money to distribute, and it is doled out in
saums of £30 and £100, and as a matter of
fact no good result accrues from such ex-
penditure. it would be far Dbetter for the
(overnment to adopt a wide general scheme
of prospecting, under which special atten-
tion would be given to the testing of virgin
areas. As a practical illustration, let me
give you the expeuenco of the C‘rlppslfmd
P1ospectmg Board. The Gippsland board
had £10,600 allotted to it. Of that
amount £3,500 was spent without any
practical result being obtained, according
to the departmental records. I may men-
tion, in passing, that I was chairman of the
Grlppmcmd board at the time, and therefore
1 speaA with authority. The balance of the
grant, between £6,000 and £7,000, we de-
voted to exploring virgin country, and I
can assure honorable members that very
great results have been obtained from that
expenditure. Itappearsto me that theidea
of the Government, when they put £80,000
on the Estimates for prospecting, was that
new gold-fields should be discovered. Well,
we are not likely to find new gold-fields at
Ballarat and Sandhurst.  We must go into
the virgin areas of country, where no real
prospecting has yet been done, if we want to
find new gold-fields. If we continue the pre-
sent plan we shall be merely subsidizing
certain joint stock companies, whose share-
holders get all the immniediate advantages
thus gained, while the country at large is
not materially benefited by such expenditure
from the prospecting vete. I would be wil-
ling to see the vote reduced by one-half, if
the money were expended in testing tne
virgin areas of the colony.
"hmg in regard to the administration of the
Mining department with which I find fault,
and that is that the whole of the £80; 000
is devoted to prospecting for gold only, I
congider that a mistake. Ik now there
are certain areas in this colony where
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coal, silver, copper, tin, and other minerals
are to be found; but prospecting parties
subsidized from this prospecting vote of
£80,000 have no power to look for any-
thing except for gold. The discovery of a
new gold-field would, of course, be a great
advantage to the colony, but the discovery
of a new coal-field, a new tin-field, or a
new copper-field, would be of as much im-
portance to the public of Victoria, because it
would have the same result of providing ad-
ditional employment for labour and creating .
another wage fund., In my own district one
of the prospecting parties found traces of tin.
According to the regulations, they could not
follow up the discovery; but they ignored the
regulations, prosecuted their search, and the
outcome of their efforts was the biggest tin
find ever made in the colony. Inmy opinion,
the search forsilver, tin, and other minerals
besides gold should be assisted out of the
prospecting vote. A certain sum should be
put aside for prospecting for cther minerals
than gold, Asamining man, I consider that
£8,000 is a small paltry amount to devote
to prospecting for coal-fields. Nothing is of
greater importanceto usthan thatathorough
testshould be madeof our coal measures, with
a view to ascertain whether we have not in
this colonysufﬁment coal for ourown reguire-
ments, without being dependent upon sup-
plies from outside, When the next Estimates
are brought down, I hope to find that a
much larger sum than £3,000 is to be de-
voted to prospecting for coal.- Anotherthing
which strikes me as a very great anomaly
is that we have actually to send tons upon
tons of pyrites and tailings to a foreign
country for treatment. If it pays to send
the material to Germany to be treated,
surely we ought to be able to make it pay
in Viectoria, and T think that & steps should
be taken by the Government of the colony
to find out the best processes of treating
pyrites and tailings, and establish similar
industries here. A serious reflection will rest
upon us go long as we admit that we cannot
treat the natural produects of our own soil.
I believe that if the Government were to
offer a bonus of, say, £5,000 or even £3,000,
for the best method of Gold saving th at can
be found,enmmousaleasofaurlteroub country
now lying idle could be profitably worked,
and thousands of pounds worth of gold lost
in the tailings would be saved to the colony
every year. I sincerelyhope to sce some steps
taken inthis direction beforelong. Thereare
great complaints with regard to delay in the
1ssue of gold-mining leases. I may say that L
havehad somelittle experience inthis matter,
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and I findthat the Mining department isvery
lax in the issue of leases. I have known
of an instance in which twelve months
elapsed before a lease was granted. These
delays involve a great deal of expense and
a waste of time for which there is no neces-
sity. Before resuming my seat, I should like
to say a word or two about the new Secre-
taryof the Mining department., WhileI have
not the honour of his personal acquaintance,
I believe that the Gtovernment have made
an appointment that will be popular all over
the colony, and beneficial to the mining in-
dustry, and although, as I have already ex-
plained, T do not approve of the practice of
going outside a department to find men for
its higher offices, I believe that if the whole
colony had been searched, the Government
would not have found a better man for the
position of Secretary of the Mining depart-
ment. Bbr, Speaker, I have to thank honor-
able members for the patient attention
which they have given to me, and I beg to
second the motion.

The motion for an address in reply to the
speech of the Acting Governor was then
agreed to.

Mr. PEACOCY moved—

“That a select committee be appointed to
draw up an address to be presented to His Fx-
cellency the Administrator of the Government
upon the said resolution, such committee to con-
sist of Mr. Clark, Mr. Foster, Mr. Madden,
Mr., Officer, Mr. C. Smith, Mr. Stewart, and the
mover ; and that they do retire immediately.”

Mr. FOSTER seconded the
which was agreed to.

The committee withdrew, and, after a
short absence, returned with the following
address :—
¢ ToHis Excellency Sir William Cleaver Francis

Robinson, Enight Grand Cross of the Most
Distinguished Order of Saint Michael and
Saint George, Administrator of the Govern-
ment of the Colony of Victoria and its
Dependencies, &ec., &ec., &c.

¢“We, the Legislative Assembly of Victoria,
in Parliament assembled, beg to express our
loyalty to our Most Gracious Sovereign,

‘¢ We thank Your Txcellency for having called
us together after the shortest intervai compatible
with the due preparation of measures to be laid
before us. The proportion of representatives to
the different parts of the country having been
re-adjusted, we concur with Your Excellency
that 1t may be expected that the two Houses
will therefore give more complete expression to
the wishes and wants of the country.

““We are glad to know that the prosperity
which this colony has so long enjoyed happily
stql continnes, a1dgd, as it is, by political
quietude and prevailing public confidence.

“We thank Your Excellency for informing us
that in the late session of the Federal Council a
resclution was pagsed recommending that the

motion,
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necessary steps be taken, as provided by the
Constitution of the Council, for increasing the
number of its members; and we are glad to
learn that Your Excellency’s advisers will taks
an early opportunity of inviting our considera-
tion of an address to Her Majesty on the
subject.

‘It affords us gratification to know that the
energy and thoroughmess with which Victoria
has prepared to resist foreign aggression have
attracted the warnr praise of statesmen and com-
petent critics in Great Britain, and that the
progress made - during the past year has been
steady and gratifying. We are glad also to be
informed that the re-armament of the forts has
been pushed on ; that a new corps of Victorian
Rangers has been formed from the rifle clubs
in country districts; and that private liberality
has contribited ahalf-battery of horse artillery,
We learn with satisfaction that the Easter
encampment of this year was largely attended,
and that the manceuvres, which were of more
than common interest, showed that our officers
and men are acquiring the initiative and
efficiency of trained troops.

‘“We thank Your Excellency for calling our
attention to the report of the Royal Commission
on Public Health, which has thrown additional
light on the insanitary state of Melbourne. Itis

- evident that the law is insufficient, or that its

administration by local bodies is not vigorous
enough to meet the wants of a great and growing
city ; and we recognise the fact that on Parlia-
ment will devolve the duty of seeing that one of
the wealthy cities of the world does not expose
itself to conditions of disease or death which have
been successfully combated in poor countries.

““The Exhibition of last year having attracted
a good many persons from other countries who
possessed a knowledge of what has been done
elsewhere to promote technical education, we are
pleased tolearn that the evidence of these gentle-
men and of some of our own employers of labour
was collected and reported on by a committee,
which has pointed out in what way certain
desirable changes may best be introduced, and
that meanwhile technical schools are springing
up in new places, and are crowded with eager
students wherever they are established.

““The important duty of representing the
Australian colonies at the Paris Exhibition hav-
ing largely devolved upon Victoria, we are
pleased to be informed that Your Excellency’s
advisers felt that they were bound to disregard
all difficulties and considerations of inadequate
space in view of the assistance unsparingly given
by France to our own Exhibition. It is gratify-
ing to us to know that, in spite of delays, for
which neither France mor this country is re-
sponsible, our court was among the first to be
ready, and that our exhibitors have attracted
favorable and discriminating notice.

It affords us satisfaction to learn that the
area under the operation of the Irrigation Act is
being rapidly extended, and that excellent re-
sults are being obtained wherever the farmers
are able to use the water upon their holdings.
We agree with Your Excellency that hence-.
forward the yields from land under the new
system, which has heen so readily adopted
throughout the colony, may be relied upon to
increase steadily from year to year as the
schemes already projected by the Trusts are
brought into working order. We are alse



