Government Response to the Education and Training Committee’s report on the
Suitability of Pre-Service Teacher Training in Victoria

The Government welcomes the Report of the Education and Training Committee (the
Committee) on its inquiry into the suitability of pre-service teacher training in Victoria.

In June 2003, the Committee received Terms of Reference to inquire into, consider and
report on the suitability of current pre-service teacher training in Victoria. The
Committee was also required to make recommendations on specific requirements for
pre-service teacher training courses, based on the skills and knowledge required of
teachers in the 21° century and to support increased entry of mature-age entrants from
other professions.

The Committee considered the following Terms of Reference:

(a) future requirements of such courses to train teachers appropriate for future
schooling; and

(b) the particular training needs and arrangements for mature-age entrants from
other professions —

and, in conducting the inquiry, the Committee was to:

(i) determine the range and nature of pre-service teacher training courses within
Victoria and the variation among these courses in areas of contact and
practicum time, and in course focus on content and pedagogy;

(ii) examine a range of pre-service teacher training courses across Australia and
internationally, focusing on how these courses differ and how they meet the
needs of teachers and education systems for the 21" century;

(iii) determine the skills and knowledge required of teachers, and therefore of
pre-service teacher training courses, to reflect the changing nature of
education in the 21* century;

(iv)examine issues related to attracting people from other professions to become
qualified teachers in Victoria; and

(v) make recommendations on specific requirements for pre-service teacher
training courses, based on the skills and knowledge required of teachers in
the 21* century and to support increased entry of mature-age entrants from
other professions.

The Government supports most of the Committee’s recommendations and where issues
are considered, these are outlined in the response.

The Department of Education and Training has been leading in the development of
strategies and initiatives to improve the quality and standards of teacher education
supply of teachers in Victoria. These include:



(a) Since 2001 Teaching Scholarships have been available each year to attract the
best and brightest teacher graduates to employment in government schools in
hard to staff curriculum and geographical areas across Victoria.

(b) The Graduate Recruitment Program provides employment opportunities to
recent high quality graduates, particularly in targeted geographic/curriculum
areas.

(c) In 2004 the Minister for Education Services announced a number initiatives
including

(1) Career Change Program — Schools can employ an experienced
professional (e.g. engineer, IT professional, tradesperson) as a trainee
teacher ,

(ii)  Student Teacher Practicum Scheme - Financial incentives are
provided to student teachers to undertake practicum placements in
rural and outer metropolitan schools (which have traditionally been
hard to staff),

(iii) Rural Retraining - Current staff are able to retrain in subject areas of
recruitment difficulty,

(iv)  Refresher Training — offering a professional development course for
returning teachers and experienced teachers seeking to re-enter the
teaching workforce

(v)  The Department to actively develop a closer role with universities’
education faculties around the issues on pre-service teacher education
course quality.

It is important to note the role of MCEETYA and the emerging role of the National
Institute for Quality Teaching & School Leadership (NIQTSL) in the area of teacher
quality.

The MCEETYA Taskforce on Teacher Quality & Educational Leadership has completed
two projects related to pre-service teacher education. These are:

(a) Research project into Teacher Education. The resultant report “Pre-service
Teacher Education in Australia” is currently with the Higher Education sector
for consideration and comment. The report raises several concerns about
Teacher Education related to funding of places, selection procedures, and course
structure and content.

(b) Project to nationally align graduate level standards related to requirements for
employment and registration. This project is to be completed by the end of
2006.

The NIQTSL is currently undertaking research projects into pre-service teacher
education related to a quality practicum. A report and recommendations is expected by
the end of 2005.

It is also important to note that funding of higher education, including pre-service
teacher education, is the responsibility of the Commonwealth Government. The onus to



provide additional funding to implement a range of the Committee’s recommendations
clearly resides with the Commonwealth Government.

The Government takes this opportunity to thank past and present members of the
Committee for its comprehensive review of pre-service teacher training and looks
forward to working in partnership with agencies, stakeholders and the Commonwealth
Government in addressing the recommendations made by the Committee.

The recommendations made by the Committee and the Government’s response to these
are set out in the table below.
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